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»” H HAVE completed our labors in writing and compiling the PortTRair anp Bio- 
‘GRAPHICAL ALBuM of this county, and wish, in presenting it to our patrons, to speak 
briefly of the importance of local works of this nature. It is certainly the duty 
of the present to commemorate the past, to perpetuatethe names of the pioneers, 
to furnish a record of their early settlement, and to relate the story of their progress. 
The civilization of our day, the enlightenment of the age, and this solemn duty which 
men of the present time owe to their ancestors, to themselves and to their posterity, 





< 





demand tiat a record of their lives and deeds should be made. In local history is found a power 
to instruct man by precedent, to enliven the mental faculties, and to waft down the river of time a safe 
vessel in which the names and actions of the people who contributed to raise this region from its 
primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly the noble men, who in their vigor and prime 
came early to the county and claimed the virgin soil as their heritage, are passing to their 
graves. The number remaining who can relate the history of the first days of settlement is 
becoming small indeed, so that an actual necessity exists for the collection and preservation of his- 
torical matter without delay, before the settlers of the wilderness are cut down by time. Not only 


tial that the history of the county, from its settlement to the present day, should be treated through its various 
phases, so that a record, complete and impartial, nay be handed down to the future. The present the age 
of progress, is reviewed, standing out in bold relief over the quiet, unostentatious olden times; itis abrilliant 
record, which is destined to live in the future; the good works of men, their magnificent enterprises, their 
lives, whether commercial or military, do not ‘sink into oblivion, but, on the contrary, grow brighter with age, 
and contribute to build up a record which carries with it precedents and principles that will be advanced and 
observed when the acts of soulless men will be forgotten and their very names hidden in obscurity. 

In the preparation of the personal sketches contained in this volume, unusual care and pains were 
taken to have them accurate, even in the smallest detail. Indeed, nothing was passed lightly over or treated 
indifferently ; and we flatter ourselves that it is one of the most accurate works of its nature ever published. 

As one of the most interesting features of this work, we present the portraits of numerous represent- 
ative citizens. It has been our aim to have the prominent men of to-day, as well as the pioneers, represented 
in this department; and we congratulate ourselves on the uniformly high character of the gentlemen whose 
portraits we present, They are in the strictest sense representative men, and are selected from all the call- 
ings and professions worthy to be given. There are others, it is true, who claim equal prominence’ with 
those given; but of course it was impossible for us to give portraits of all the leading men and pioneers 
of the county. We are under great obligation to many of the noble and generous people of this county 
for kindly and material assistance in the preparation of this ALBUM, 








Cuicaco, January, 1888. CHAPMAN BROS, 
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is it of the greatest importance to render history of pioneer times full and accurate, but it is also essen- . 































































| 
iNee i 
MAAR COPYRIGHTED ‘ 
Nie 


CHARMAN BROS. 


1885. 









: 
a 


paras asa Sl — 
Swe 





a en eee 














non, 
































Pe eee ee 






btn | TE a a 















































FIRST PRESIDENT. 











HE Father of our Country was 
born in Westmorland Co., Va., 
Feb. 22, 1732. His parents 
were Augustine and. Mary 


to which he belonged has not 
been satisfactorily traced in 
England. His. great-grand- 
father, John Washington, em- 
igrated to Virginia about 1657, 
and became a_ prosperous 
planter. He had two sons, 
Lawrence and John. The 
former married Mildred Warner 
and had three children, John, 
‘Augustine and Mildred. Augus- 
tine, the father of George, first 
married Jane Butler, who bore 





Lawrence and Augustine, reached 
maturity. Of six children by his 
second marriage, George was the 
eldest, the others being Betty, 
i Samuel, John Augustine, Charles 

and Mildred. 

Augustine Washington, the father of George, died 
in 1743, leaving a large landed property. To his 
eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on 
the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon, 
and to George he left the parental residence. George 


received only such education as the neighborhood 
schools afforded, save for a short time after he left 
school, when he received private instruction in 
mathematics. - His spelling was rather defective. 






(Ball) Washington. The family 


him four children, two of whom, | 


| Washington as adjutant general. 





Remarkable stories are told of his great physical 
strength and development at an early age. He was 
an acknowledged leader among his companions, and 
was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair- 
ness and veracity which characterized his whole life. 

When George was 14 years old he had a desire to goto 
sea, and a midshipman’s warrant was secured for him, 
but through the opposition of his mother the idea was 
abandoned. Two years later he was appointed 
surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax. In 
this business he spent three years in a rough frontier 
life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very 
essential to him. In 1751, though only 19 years of 
age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of 
major in the Virginia militia, then being trained for 
active service against the French and Indians. Soon 
after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother 
Lawrence, who went there to restore his health. They 
soon returned, and in the summer of 1752 Lawrence 
died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter 
who did not long survive him. On her demise the 
estate of Mount Vernon was given to George, 

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1752, the militia was 
reorganized, and the province divided into four mili- 
tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to 
Shortly after this 
a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac- 
cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro- 
ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North- 


- western Penn$ylvania. The distance to be traversed 


was between 500 and 600 miles. Winter was at hand, 


and the journey was to be made without military 
. escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. 


The 
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20 GEORGE WASHINGTON. 








_trip was a perilous one, and several times he came near 
losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished 
a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment 
of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com- 
mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was 
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was 
then begun against the French and Indians, in which 
Washington took a most important part. In the 
memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad- 
dock’s defeat, Washington was almost the only officer 
of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the 
day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock 
were disabled early in the action, and Washington 
alone was left in that capacity on the field. Ina letter 
to his brother he says: “I had four bullets through 
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped 
unhurt, though death was levelino my companions 
on every side.” An Indian sharpshooter said he was 
not born to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken 
direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit 
him. 

After having been five years in the military service, 
and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he 
took advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and the 
expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio, 
to resign his commission. Soon after he entered the 
Legislature, where, although not a leader, he took an 
active and important part. January 17, 1759, he 
married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy 
widow of John Parke Custis. 


When the British Parliament had closed the port 
of Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces 
that “The cause of Boston is the cause of us all.” 
It was then, at the suggestion of Virginia, that a Con- 
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila- 
delphia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties, 
peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash- 
ington was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the 
Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of 
England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con- 
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the 
first acts of this Congress was the election of a com- 
mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and 
responsible office was conferred upon Washington, 
who was still a member of the Congress. He accepted 
it on June rg, but upon the express condition that he 
receive no salary. He would keep an exact account 
of expenses and expect Congress to pay them and 
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to 
trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the 
fortunes and liberties of the people of this country 
were so long confided. The war was conducted by 
kim under every possible disadvantage, and while his 
forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every 
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion 
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest 
nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 1783, Washington, in 
a parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his 





commission as commander-in-chief of the army to 
to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He 
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed 
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all 
connection with public life. 

In February,1789, Washington was unanimously 
elected President. In his presidential career he was 
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new 
government; trials from lack of confidence on the part 
of other governments; trials from want of harmony 
between the different sections of our own country; 
trials from the impoverished condition of the country, 
owing to the war and want of credit; trials from the 
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His 
clear judgment could discern the golden mean; and 
while perhaps this alone kept our government from 
sinking at the very outset, it left him exposed to 
attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and 
very annoying. 

At the expiration of his first term he was unani- 
mously re-elected. At the end of this term many 
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely 
refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March, 
1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi- 
dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there 
his few remaining years free from the annoyances of 
public life. Later in the year, however, his repose 
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France. 
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to 
take command of the armies. He chose his sub- 
ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat- 
ters in the field, which he superinterded from his 
home. In accepting the command he made the 
reservation that he was not to be in the field until 
it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations 
his life was suddenly cut off. December 12, he took 
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling 
in his throat, produced inflammation, and terminated 
fatally on the nightof the fourteenth. On the eigh- 
teenth his body was borne with military honors to its 
final resting place, and interred in the family vault at 
Mount Vernon. 


Of the character of Washington it is impossible to 
speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad- 
miration. The more we see of the operations of 
our government, and the more deeply we feel the 
difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest, 
the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal- 
ent and character, which have been able to challenge 
the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na- 
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits 
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will 
be as lasting as the existence of man. 


The person of Washington was unusally tan, erect 
and well proportioned. His muscular strength was 
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry. 
He commanded respect without any appearance of 
haughtiness, and ever serious without being dull. 
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OHN ADAMS, the second 
®) President and the first Vice- 
|@) President of the United States, 
“Vf was born in Braintree (now 
Quincy ),Mass., and about ten 
miles from Boston, Oct. 19, 
1735. His great-grandfather, Henry 
Adams, emigrated from England 
about 1640, with a family of eight 
“\\, sons, and settled at Braintree. The 
parents of John were John and 
Susannah (Boylston) Adams, His 
father was a farmer of limited 
means, to which he added the bus- 
iness of shoemaking. He gave his 
u eldest son, John, a classical educa- 

! tion at Harvard College. John 
graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the 
school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a 
“school of affliction,” from which he endeavored to 
gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the 
study of law. For this purpose he placed himself 
under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He 
had thought seriously of the clerical profession 
but seems to have been turned from this by what he 
termed “the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun- 
cils, of diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,” 
of the operations of which he had been a witness in 
his native town. He was well fitted for the legal 
profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being 
ready and fluent of speech, and having quick percep- 
tive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in 
1764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister, 
and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his 
marriage, (1765), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa- 
tion turned him from law to politics. He took initial 
steps toward holding a town meeting, and the resolu- 


















tions he offered on the subject became very popular 
throughout the Province, and were adopted word for 
word by over forty different towns. He moved to Bos- 
ton in 1768, and became one of the most courageous 
and prominent advocatesof the popular cause, and 
was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg- 
lislature) in 1770. 

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first delegates 
from Massachusetts to the first Continental Congress, 
which met in 1774. Here he distinguished himself 
by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad- 
vocated the movement for independence against the 
majority of the members. In May, 1776, he moved 
and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies 
should assume the duties of self-government. He 
was a prominent member of the committee of five 
appointed June 11, to prepare a declaration of inde 
pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but 
on Adams devolved the task of battling it througt. 
Congress in a three days debate. 

On the day after the Declaration of Independence 
was passed, while his soul was yet warm with the 
glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wite, 
which, as we read it now, seems to have been dictated 
by the spirit of prophecy. “Yesterday,” he says, “the 
greatest question was decided that ever was debated 
in America; and greater, perhaps, never was or will 
be decided among men. A resolution was passed 
without one dissenting colony, ‘ that these United 
States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent states.’ The day is passed. The fourth of 
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history 
of America. I am apt to believe it will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary 





festival. 





It ought to be commemorated 4s the day of 


deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty 
God. It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows, 
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games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations 
from one end of the continent to the other, from this 
time forward for ever. You will think me transported 
with enthusiasm, but Iam not. I am well aware of 
the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to 
maintain this declaration, and support and defend 
these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the 
rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is 
worth more than all the means; and that posterity 
will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I 
hope we shall not.” 

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was appointed a 
delegate to France, and to co-operate with Bemjamin 
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in 
the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money 
from the French Government. This was a severe trial 
to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home, 
compelled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex- 
posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis- 
ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17, 
1779. In September of the same year he was again 
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi- 
ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce 
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet 
might be found willing to listen to such proposels. He 
sailed for France in November, from there he went to 
Holland, where he negotiated important loans and 
formed important commercial treaties. 

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed 
Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement, 
toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed 
threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con- 
tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he 
was advised to go to England to drink the waters of 
Bath. While in England, still drooping and despond- 
ing, he received dispatches from his own government 
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to 
negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was 
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through 
storm, on sea, on horseback and foot, he made the trip. 


February 24, 1785, Congress appointed Mr. Adams 
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face 
to face the King of England, who had so long re- 
garded him as a traitor. As England did not 
condescend to appoint a minister to the United 
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom- 
plishing but little, he sought permission to return to 
his own country, where he arrived in June, 1788. 

- When Washington was first chosen President, John 
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at 
home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again 


at the second election of Washington as President, 


Adams was chosen Vice President. In 1796, Wash- 
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was 
elected President,though not without much opposition. 
Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded by 
Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics. 


While Mr. Adams was Vice President the great 





French Revolution shook the continent of Europe, 
and it was upon this point which he was at issue with 
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson. 
Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people 
in their struggle, for he had no confidence in their 
power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the 
class of atheist philosophers who he claimed caused it. 
On the other hand Jefferson’s sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or- 
iginated the alienation between these distinguished 
men, and two powerful parties were thus soon organ- 
ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies 
were with England and Jefferson led the other in 
sympathy with France. 

The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more 
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the 
old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling 
had died away, and he had begun to receive that just 
appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till 
after death. No one could look upon his venerable 
form, and think of what he had done and suffered, 
and how he had given up all the prime and strength 
of his life to the public good, without the deepest 
emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar 
good fortune to witness the complete success of the 
institution which he had been so active in creating and 
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled 
to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest 
station in the gift of the people. 


The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half 
century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, arrived, and there were but three of the 
signers of that immortal instrument left upon the 
earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is 
well known, on that day two of these finished their 
earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as 
to seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr. 
Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning 
of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from 
his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the 
customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed “ In- 
DEPENDENCE FOREVER. ” When the day was ushered 
in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons, 
he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew 
what day it was? He replied, “O yes; it is the glor- 
ious fourth of July—God bless it—God bless you all.” 
In the course of the day he said, “It is a great and 
glorious day.” The last words he uttered were, 
“Jefferson survives.” But he had, at one o'clock, re- 
signed his spirit into the hands of his God. 


The personal appearance and manners of Mr. 
Adams were not particularly prepossessing. His face, 
as his portrait manifests,was intellectual and expres- 
sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and his 
manners were frequently abrupt and uncourteous. 
He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor 
the engaging elegance and gracefulness which marked 
the manners and address of Jefferson. 
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was 
born April 2, 1743, at Shad- 
well, Albermarle county, Va. 


His parents were Peter and 
Jane (Randolph) Jefferson, 


the former a native of Wales, 

and the latter born in Lon- 

don. To them were born six 

daughters and two sons, of 
" whom Thomas was the elder. 

When 14 years of age his 

father died. He received a 

most liberal education, hav- 
ing been kept diligently at school 
from the time he was five years of 
age. In 1760 he entered William 
and Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat 
of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion 
aad splendor. Young Jefferson, who was then 17 
years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine 
horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he 
was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha- 
able in his morals. It is strange, however, under 
such influences,that he was not ruined. In the sec- 
ond year of his college course, moved by some un- 
explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses, 
society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had 
previously given much time. He often devoted fifteen 
hours a day to hard study, allowing himself for ex- 
ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out 
of the city and back again. He thus attained very 
high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso- 
phy and the languages. The most difficult Latin and 


Greek authors he read with facility. A more finished 
scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and 









there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a 
more pureminded, upright, gentlemanly young man. 
Immediately upon leaving college he began the 
study of law. For the short time he continued in the 
practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin- 
guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a 
lawyer. But the times called for greater action. 
The policy of England had awakened the spirit of 
resistance of the American Colonies, and the enlarged 
views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led 
him into active political life. In 1769 he was chosen 
a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses. In 
1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauti- 
ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow. 
Upon Mr. Jefferson’s large estate at Shadwell, there 
was a majestic swell of land, called Monticello, which 
commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and 
beauty. This spot Mr. Jefferson selected for his new 
home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yet 
elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon, 
became the most distinguished resort in our land. 
In 1775 he was sent to the Colonial Congress, 
where, though a silent member, his abilities as a . 
writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he 
was placed upon a number of important committees, 
and was chairman of the one appointed for the draw- 
ing up of a declaration of independence. This com- 
mittee consisted of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R. 
Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed 
to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested 
a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con- 
gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made 
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July 
4, 1776. What must have been the feelings of that 


























op 


28 THOMAS JEFFERSON. 








man—what the emotions that swelled his breast— 
who was charged with the preparation of that Dec- 
laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of 
America, was also to publish her to the world; free, 
soverign and independent. It is one of the most re- 
markable papers ever written ; and did noother effort 
vf the mind of its author exist, that alone would be 
sufficient to stamp his name with immortality. 

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to 
Patrick Henry, as Governor of Virginia. At one time 
the British officer, Tarleton, sent a secret expedition to 
Monticello, to capture the Governor. Scarcely five 
minutes elapsed after the hurried escape of Mr. Jef- 
ferson and his family, ere his mansion was in posses- 
sion of the British troops. His wife’s health, never 
very good, was much injured by this excitement, and 
in the summer of 1782 she died. 

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783. 

Two years later he was appointed Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary to France. Returning to the United States 
in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State 
in Washington’s cabinet. This position he resigned 
Jan. 5, 1794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi- 
dent, and four years later was elected President over 
Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as Vice President. In 
1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimity, 
and George Clinton, Vice President. 

The early part of Mr. Jefferson’s second adminstra- 
tion was disturbed by an event which threatened the 
tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con- 
spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election 
to the Vice Presidency, and Jed on by an unprincipled 
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a 
military expedition into the Spanish territories on our 
southwestern frontier, for the purpose of forming there 
anew republic. This has been generally supposed 
was a mere pretext; and although it has not been 
generally known what his real plans were, there is no 
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous 
character. 


In 1809, at the expiration of the second term for 
which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined 
to retire from political life. For a period of nearly 
forty years, he had been continually before the pub- 
lic, and all that time had been employed in offices of 
the greatest trust and responsibility. Having thus de- 
voted the best part of his life to the service of his 
country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his 
declining years required, and upon the organization of 
the new administration, in March, 1809, he bid fare- 
well forever to public life, and retired to Monticello. 


Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole 
families came in their coaches with their horses,— 
fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and 
nurses,—and remained three and even six months. 
Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a 
fashionable watering-place. 


The fourth of July, 1826, being the fifneth anniver- 





sary of the Declaration of American Independence, 
great preparations were made in every part of the 
Union for its celebration, as the nation’s jubilee, and 
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity 
ot the occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer, 
and one of the few surviving signers of the Declara- 
tion, to participate in their festivities. But an ill- 
ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and 
had been continually increasing, compelled him to 
decline the invitation. 

On the second of July, the disease under which 
he was laboring left him, but insuch a reduced 
state that his medical attendants, entertained no 
hope of his recovery. From this time he was perfectly 
sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the next 
day, which was Monday, he asked of those around 
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was 
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish that 
he might be permitted to breathe the air of the fiftieth 
anniversary. His prayer was heard—that day, whose 
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land, 
burst upon his eyes, and then they were closed for- 
ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble 
life! To die on that day,—the birthday of a nation,- - 
the day which his own name and his own act had 
rendered glorious; to die amidst the rejoicings and 
festivities of a whole nation, who looked up to him, 
as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings, 
was all that was wanting to fill up the record his life. 


Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin- 
dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear 
him company, left the scene of his earthly honors. 
Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of 
freedom; hand in hand, during the dark and desper- 
ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and 
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a 
century they had labored together for the good of 
the country; and now hand in hand they depart. 
In their lives they had been united in the same great 
cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not 
divided. 

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather 
above six feet in height, but well formed; his eyes 
were light, his hair originally red, in after life became 
white and silvery; his complexion was fair, his fore- 
head broad, and his whole countenance intelligent and 
thoughtful. He possessed great fortitude of mind as 
well as personal courage; and his command of tem- 
per was such that his oldest and most intimate friends 
never recollected to have seen him in a passion. 
His manners, though dignified, were simple and un- 
affected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that 
all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver- 
sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic ; and 
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He 
was a finished classical scholar, and in his writings is 
discernable the care with which he formed his style ¢ 
upon the best models of antiquity. 
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AMES MADISON, “Father 
L@) of the Constitution,” and fourth 
£5 President of the United States, 
f was born March 16, 1757, and 
» died at his home in Virginia, 
“© June 28, 1836. ‘The name of 
James Madison is inseparably con- 
nected with most of the important 
events in that heroic period of our 
country during which the founda- 
tions of this great republic were 
laid. He was the last of the founders 
of the Constitution of the United 
States to be called to his eternal 

reward. 

The Madison family were among 
the early emigrants to the New World, 
- landing upon the shores of the Chesa- 
peake but 15 years after the settle- 
ment of Jamestown. The father of 
James Madison was an_ opulent 
planter, residing upon a very fine es- 
tate called “Montpelier,” Orange Co., 
Va. The mansion was situated in 
the midst of scenery highly pictur- 
j esque and romantic, on the west side 
of South-west Mountain, at the foot of 
Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of 
Jefferson at Monticello, The closest personal and 
political attachment existed between these illustrious 

men, from their early youth until death. 

The early education of Mr. Madison was conducted 
mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of 
18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey. 
Here he applied himself to study with the most im- 





prudent zeal; allowing himself, for months, but three 
hours’ sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so 
seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor 
of constitution. He graduated in 1771, with a feeble 
body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a 
mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning 


. which embellished and gave proficiency to his subse - 


quent career. 

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study of 
law and a course of extensive and systematic reading, 
This educational course, the spirit of the times in 
which he lived, and the society with which he asso- 
ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong 
love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work of 
a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of 
mind, and his frail health leading him to think that 
his life was not to be long, he directed especial atten- 
tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mind 
singularly free from passion and prejudice, and with 
almost unequalled powers of reasoning, he weighed 
all the arguments for and against revealed religion, 
until his faith became so established as never to 
be shaken. 

In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he 
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to 
frame the constitution of the State. The next year 
(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly. 
He refused to treat the whisky-lovirg voters, and 
consequently lost his election; but those who had 
witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit of the 
modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf, 
and he was appointed to the Executive Council. 

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were 
Governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison remained 
member of the Council; and their appreciation of his 
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intellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not 
a little to his subsequent eminence. In the year 
1780, he was elected a member of the Continental 
Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in 
our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of 
the most conspicuous positions among them. 

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con- 
gress, one of its most active and influential members. 
In the year 1784, his term having expired, he was 
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature. 

No man felt more deeply: than Mr. Madison the 
utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na- 
tional government, with no power to form treaties 
which would be binding, or to enforce law. There 
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in 
the declaration, that an efficient national government 
must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison 
carried a resolution through the General Assembly of 
Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis- 
sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss 

_this subject. Five States only were represented. The 
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up 
by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their 
delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft 
a Constitution for the United States, to take the place 
of that Confederate League. The delegates met at 
the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island 
was represented. George Washington was chosen 
president of the convention; and the present Consti- 
tution of the United States was then and there formed. 
There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac- 
tive in framing this immortal document than the mind 
and the pen of James Madison, 


The Constitution, adopted by a vote 81 to 79, was 
to be presented to the several States for acceptance. 
But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected 
we should be left but a conglomeration of independent 
States, with but little power at home and little respect 
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven- 
tion to draw up an address to the people of the United 
States, expounding the principles of the Constitution, 
and urging its adoption. There was great opposition 
to it at first, but it at length triumphed. over all, and 
went into effect in 1789. 


Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the 
avowed leader of the’ Republican party. While in 
New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a 
young widow of remarkable power of fascination, 
whom he married. She was in person and character 
queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied 
so prominent a position in the very peculiar society 
which has constituted our republican court as Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under 
Jefferson, and at the close of his administration 
was chosen President. At this time the encroach- 
ments of England had brought us to the verge of war. 





British orders in council destioyed our commerce, and 
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison 
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring 
in his disposition, war had nocharms for him. But the 
meekest spirit can be roused. It makes one’s blood 
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought 
to, upon the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser. 
A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the 
crew to be paraded before him. With great nonchal- 
ance he selects any number whom he may please to 
designate as British subjects; orders them down the 
ship’s side into his boat; and places them on the gun- 
deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the 
battles of England. This right of search and im- 
pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce 
the British cabinet to relinquish. 

On the 18th of June, 1812, President Madison gave 
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war 
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter 


hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country | 


in general approved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th 
of March, 1813, was re-elected by a large majority, 
and entered upon his second term of office. This is 
not the place to describe the various adventures of 
this war on the land and on the water. Our infant 
navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grap- 
pling with the most formidable power which ever 
swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest 
by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February, 
1813, in Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the whole 
coast of the United States under blockade. 

The Emperor of Russia offered his.services as me 
ditator. America accepted; England refused. A Brit- 
ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks 
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa- 
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens- 
burg, upon Washington. 

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown 
into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict 
at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the 
metropolis. The whole population fled from the city. 
The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White 
House, with her carriage drawn up at the door to 
await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers 
in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routed, 
and he could not go back without danger of being 
captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential 
Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in 
Washington were in flames. 


The war closed after two years of fighting, and on 
Feb, 13, 1815, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent. 


On the 4th of March, 1817, his second term of 
office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair 
to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his beau- 
tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re- 
mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the 
age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi- 
son died July 12, 1849. 
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yy AMES MONROE, the fifth 
\@, Presidentof The United States, 

9) was born in Westmoreland Co., 
Wh Va., April 28, 1758. His early 
life was passed at the place of 
nativity. His ancestors had for 
many years resided in the prov- 
incein which he was born. When, 
at 17 years of age, in the process 
» of completing his education at 
William and Mary College, the Co- 
lonial Congress assembled at Phila- 
delphia to deliberate upon the un- 

() just and manifold oppressions of 

Great Britian, declared the separa- 

1 tion of the Colonies, and promul- 

"gated the Declaration of Indepen- 

dence. Had he been born ten years before it is highly 

probable that he would have been one of the signers 

of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left 
school and enlisted among the patriots. 

He joined the army when everything looked hope- 
less and gloomy. ‘The number of deserters increased 
from day to day. The invading armies came pouring 
in; and the tories not only favored the cause of the 
mother country, but disheartened the new recruits, 
who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect of con- 
tending with an enemy whom they had been taught 
to deem invincible. To such brave spirits as James 
Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through 
difficulty and danger, the United States owe their 


political emancipation. The young cadet joined the 
ranks, and espoused the cause of his injured country, 
with a firm determination to live or die with her strife 
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for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel- 
ancholy retreat from Harleam Heights and White 
Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it fled 
before its foes through New Jersey. In four months 
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots 
had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of 
Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg- 
ing upon the enemy he received a wound in the left 
shoulder. 

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was pro- 
moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered 
from his wound, he rejoined thearmy. He, however, 
receded from the line of promotion, by becoming an 
officer in the staff of Lord Sterling. During the cam- 
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy. 
wine, Germantown and Monmouth, he continued 
aid-de-camp; but becoming desirous to regain his 
position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a 
regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed 
owing to the exhausted condition of the State. | Upon 
this failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at 
that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable 
ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however, 
entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green bag; 
but on the invasions of the enemy, served as a volun- 
teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits. 

In 1782, he was elected from King George county, 
a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that 
body he was elevated to a seat in the Executive 
Council. He was thus honored with the confidence 
of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age; and having 
at this early period displayed some of that ability 
and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards 
employed with unremitting energy for the public good, 
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of 
the Congress of the United States. 

Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections of the old 
Vonfederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution, 
thinking, with many others of the Republican party, 
that it gave too much power to the Central Government, 
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re- 
tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm 
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition 
secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member 
of the United States Senate; which office he held for 
four years. Every month the line of distinction be- 
tween the two great parties which divided the nation, 
the Federal and the Republican, was growing more 
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sep- 
arated them were, that the Republican party was in 
sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a 
strict construction of the Constitution as to give the 
Central Government as little power, and the State 
Governments as much power, as the Constitution would 
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England, 
and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con- 
stitution, which would give as much power to the 
Central Government as that document could possibly 
authorize. 

The leading Federalists and Republicans were 
alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the 
good of the nation. Two more’honest men or more 
puré patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and 
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In 
building up this majestic nation, which is destined 
to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com- 
bination of their antagonism was needed to create the 
right equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de- 
nounced as almost a demon. 


Washington was then President. England had es- 
poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi- 
ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn 
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away. 
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be- 
tween these contending powers. France had helped 
us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms 
of Europe were now combined to prevent the French 
from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse 
than that which we had endured Col. Monroe, more 
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at 
whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in 
their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous 
and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres- 
ident’s proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in 
magnanimity. 

Washington, who could apvreciate such a character, 
developed his calm, serene, alinost divine greatness, 
by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de- 
nouncing the policy of the Government, as the minister 
of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr. 
Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention 
in France with the most enthusiastic demonstrations. 





Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon- 
roe was elected Governor of Virginia, and held the 
office for three yeats. He was again sent to France to 
co-operate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining 
the vast territory then known as the Province of 
Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob- 
tained from Spain. Their united efforts were suc- 
cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen 
millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and 
district of Louisiana were added to the United States. 
This was probably the largest transfer of real estate 
which was ever made in all the history of the world. 

From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob- 
tain from that country some recognition of our 
rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those 
odious impressments of our seamen. But Eng- 
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng- 
land on the same mission, but could receive no 
redress. He returned to his home and was again 
chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned 
to accept the position of Secretary of State under 
Madison. While in this office war with England was 
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during 
these trying times, the duties of the War Department 
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor- 
bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. Upon the return of 
peace he resigned the Department of War, but con- 
tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex- 
piration of Mr. Madison’s adminstration. At the elec- 
tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had 
been chosen President with but little opposition, and 
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years 
later he was elected for a second term. 


Among the important measures of his Presidency 
were the cession of Florida to the United States; the 
Missouri Compromise, and the .“‘ Monroe doctrine.” 


This famous doctrine, since known as the “ Monroe 
doctrine,” was enunciated by him in 1823. At that 
time the United States had recognized the independ- 
ence of the South American states, and did not wish 
to have European powers longer attempting to sub- 
due portions of the American Continent. The doctrine 
is as follows: “That we should consider any attempt 
on the part of European powers to extend their sys- 
tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous 
to our peace and safety,” and “that we could not 
view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing 
or controlling American governments or provinces in 
any other light than as a manifestation by European 
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United 
States.” This doctrine immediately affected the course 
of foreign governments, and has become the approved 
sentiment of the United States. 

At the end of his second term Mr. Monroe retired 
to his home in Virginia, where he lived until 1830, 
when he went to New York to live with his son-in- 
law. In that city he diedjon the 4th of July, 1831. 
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the 
%) sixth President of the United 
{489 States, was born in the rural 
? home of his honored father, 
John Adams, in Quincy; Mass., 
on the rith cf July, 1767. His 
mother, a woman of exalted 
worth, watched over his childhood 
during the almost constant ab- 
sence of his father. When but 
eight years of age, he stood with 
> his mother on an eminence, listen- 
ing to the booming of the great bat- 
tle on Bunker's Hill, and gazing on 
5 upon the smoke and flames billow- 
\ ing up from the conflagration of 
: Charlestown. 

When but eleven years old he 
took a tearful adieu of his mother, 
to sail with his father for Europe, 
through a fleet of hostile British cruisers. The bright, 


animated boy spent a year and a half in Paris, where’ 


his father was associated with Franklin and Lee as 
minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted 
the notice of these distinguished men, and he received 
from them flattering marks of attention. 

Mr. John Adams _ had scarcely returned to this 
country, in 1779, ere he was againsent abroad. Again 
John Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he 
applied himself with great diligence, for six months, 
to study; then accompained his father to Holland, 
where he entered, first a school in Amsterdam, then 
the University at Leyden. About a year from this 
time, in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen 
years of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min- 
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary. 


In this school of incessant labor and of enobling 
culture he spent fourteen months, and then returned 
to Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and 
Bremen. This long journey he took alone, in the 
winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed 
his studies, under a private tutor, at Hague. Thence, 
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in the spring of 1782, he accompanied his father to 
Paris, traveling leisurely, and forming acquaintance 
with the most distinguished men on the Continent; 
examining architectural remains, galleries of paintings, 
and all renowned works of art. At Paris he again 
became associated with the most illustrious men of 
all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest temporal 
themes which can engross the human mind. After 
a short visit to England he returned to. Paris, and 
consecrated all his energies to study until May, 1785, 
when he returned to America. To a brilliant young 
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world, 
and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a 
residence with his father in London, under such cir- 
cumstances, must have been extremely attractive; 
but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre- 
ferred to return to America to complete his education 
in an American college. He wished then to study 
law, that with an honorable profession, he might be 
able to obtain an independent support. 


Upon leaving Harvard College, at the age of twenty, 
he studied law for three years. In June, 1794, be- 
ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap- 
pointed by Washington, resident minister at the 
Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reached 
London in October, where he was immediately admit- 
ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinckney, 
assisting them in negotiating a commercial treaty with 
Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight in 
London, he proceeded to the Hague. 


In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as 
minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal, 
upon arriving in London, he met with despatches 
directing him to the court of Berlin, but requesting 
him to remain in London until he ‘should receive his 
instructions. While waiting he was married to an 
American lady to whom he had been previously en- 
gaged,—Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughter 
of Mr. Joshua Johnson, American consul in London; 
a lady endownd with that beauty and those accom- 
plishment which eminently fitted her to move in the 
elevated sphere for which she was destined. 





























40 JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 











He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ; 
where he remained until July, 1799, when, having ful- 
filled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his 
recall. 

Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to 
the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston, and then 
was elected Senator of the United States for six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1804. His reputation, his 
ability and his experience, placed him immediately 
among the most prominent and influential members 
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern- 
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach- 
ments of England, destroying our commerce and in- 
sulting our flag. There was no man in America more 
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon 
these points, and no one more resolved to present 
a firm resistance. 

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres- 
idential chair, and he immediately nominated John 
Quincy Adams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign- 
ing his professorship in Harvard College, he embarked 
at Boston, in August, 1809. 

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu- 
dent. He devoted his attention to the language and 
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the 
European system of weights, measures, and coins; to 
the climate and astronomical observations; while he 
Kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and 
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a 
more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found. 
All through life the Bible constituted an important 
part of his studies. It was his rule to read five 
chapters every day. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe 00k the 


Presidential chair, and immediately appointed Mr. 


Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num- 
erous friends in public and private life in Europe, he 
sailed in June, 1819, for the United States. On the 
18th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his 
home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon- 
roe’s administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary 
of State. 


Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe’s second 
term of office, new candidates began to be presented 
for the Presidency. The friends of Mr. Adams brought 
forward: his name. It was an exciting campaign. 
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and 
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re- 
ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four; 
William H. Crawford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty- 
seven, As there was no choice by the people, the 
question wert to the House of Representatives. Mr. 
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and 
he was elected. 


The friends of all the disappointed candidates now 
combined in a venomous and persistent assault upon 
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in 
the past history of our country than the abuse which 





was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this 
high-minded, upright, patriotic man, There never was 
an administration more pure in principles, more con- 
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun- 
try, than that of John Quincy Adams; and never, per- 
haps, was there an administration more unscrupu- 
lously and outrageously assailed. 

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab- 
stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising 
early, and taking much exercise. When at his homein 
Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast. 
seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said 
that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his 
own fire and applying himself to work in his library 
often long before dawn. 

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired 
from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew 
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. The slavery question now began to assume 
portentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un- 
abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re- 
main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was 
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen 
years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre- 
sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to 
do brave battle’ for freedom, and winning the title of 
“the old man eloquent.” Upon taking his seat in 
the House, he announced that he should hold him- 
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a 
member more devoted to his duties. He was usually 
the first in his place in the morning, and the last to 
leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could 
be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. The 
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against 
the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime 
in its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in 
presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he 
was threatened with indictment by the grand jury, 
with expulsion from the House, with assassination: 
but no threats could intimidate him, and his final 
triumph was complete. 

It has been said of President Adams, that when his 
body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of 
fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little 
child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before 
he slept, the prayer which his mother taught him in 
his infant years. 

On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on the floor 
of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the 
speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly- 
sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him. 
Fora time he was senseless, as he was conveyed to 
the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious- 
ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around and 
said “ This zs the end of earth ; "then after a moment’s 
pause he added, “Z am content.” These were the 
last words of the grand “Old Man Eloquent.” 
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7 NDREW JACKSON, the 
(@) seventh President of the 
l@p United States, was born in 
Waxhaw settlement, N. C., 
x March 15, 1767, a few days 
+ after his father’s death. His 
parents were poor emigrants 
from Ireland, and took up 
their abode in Waxhaw set- 
tlement, where they lived in 
deepest poverty. 
Andrew, or Andy, as he was 
universally called, grew up a very 
rough, rude, turbulent boy. His 
| features were coarse, his form un- 
gainly; and there was but very 


little in his character, made visible, which was at- 
tractive. 


When only thirteen years old he joined the volun- 
teers of Carolina against the British invasion. In 
1781, he and his brother Robert were captured and 
imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer 
ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. “I am 
a prisoner of war, not your servant,” was the reply of 
the dauntless boy. 

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a desperate 
blow at. the head of the helpless young prisoner. 
Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two. fear- 
ful gashes,—one on the hand and the other upon the 
head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert 
with the same demand. He also refused, and re- 
ceived a blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite 
disabled him, and which probably soon after caused 
his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and 
were finally stricken with the small-pox. Their 
mother was successful in obtaining their exchange, 















and took her sick boys home. After a long illness 
Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother soon 
left him entirely friendless. 

Andrew supported himself in various ways, such as 
working at the saddler’s trade, teaching school and 
clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he 
entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however, 
gave more attention to the wild amusements of the 
times than to his studies. In 1788, he was appointed 
soliciter for the western district of North Carolina, of . 
which Tennessee was then a part. This involved 
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of 
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear, 
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmish 
with the Sharp Knife. 

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman who 
supposed herself divorced from her former husband. 
Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later, 
to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been 
definitely settled by the firsthusband. ‘The marriage 
ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur- 
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr. 
Jackson into disfavor. 

During these years he worked hard at his Sioleg 
sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand, 
one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then 
containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the 
people met in convention at Knoxville to frame a con- 
stitution. Five were sent from each of the eleven 
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegates, 
The new State was entitled to but one member in 
the National House of Representatives. Andrew Jack- 
son was chosen that member. Mounting his horse He 
rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held its 
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sessions,—a distance of about eight hundred miles. 

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo- 
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He admired 
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr. 
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose 
second term of office was then expiring, delivered his 
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a 
complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson 
did not approve of the address, and was one of the 
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to 
say that Gen. Washington’s adminstration had been 
‘ wise, firm and patriotic.” 

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States 
Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home. 
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court 
of his State, which position he held fer six years. 

When the war of 1812 with Great Britian com- 
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair. 
Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was 
an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who 
would do credit to a commission if one were con- 
ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson 
offered his services and those of twenty-five hundred 
volunteers. His offer was accepted, and the troops 
were assembled at Nashville. 


As the British were hourly expected to make an at- 
tack upon New Orleans, where Gen. Wilkinson was 
in command, he was ordered to descend the river 
with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. The 
expedition reached Natchez; and after a delay of sev- 
eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything, 
the men were ordered back to their homes. But the 
energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire 
devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him 
golden opinions; and he became the most popular 
man in the State. It was in this expedition that his 
toughness gave him the nickname of ‘‘ Old Hickory.” 


Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col. 
Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman 
made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in 
which a younger brother of Benton’s was engaged, 
he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was 
jingering upon a bed of suffering news came that the 
Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from 
Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set- 
tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De- 
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with 
his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in 
a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis- 
tance, gave his amazing etiergies to the raising of an 
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama. 


The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on 
one of the bendsof the Tallapoosa River, near the cen- 
ter of Alabama, about fifty miles below Fort Strother. 
With an army of two thousand men, Gen. Jackson 
traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven 
days. He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or 
Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March. 1814. The bend 





of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres of 
tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow 
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast- 


work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warriors, 


with an ample suply of arms were assembled. 

The fort was stormed. The fight was utterly des- 
perate. Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When 
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en- 
deavored to spare their lives. From ten in the morn- 
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was 
awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the 
river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as 
they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war- 
rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam 
the river and escaped. This ended the war. The 
power of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold 
plunge into the wilderness, with its terriffic slaughter, 
so appalled the savages, that the haggard remnants 
of the bands came to the camp, begging for peace. 

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con- 
centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the 
allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will 
than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian 
campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he 
was appointed major-general. 

Late in August, with an army of two thousand 
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to 
Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensacola, landed 
a force upon the beach, anchored near the little fort, 
and from both ship and shore commenced a furious 
assault. The battle was long and doubtful. At length 
one of the ships was blown up and the rest retired. 


Garrisoning Mobile, where he had taken his little 
army, he moved his troops to New Orleans, 
And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued, 
was in reality a very arduous campaign. This won 
for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name. Here his 
troops, which numbered about four thousand men, 
won a signal victory over the- British army of about 
nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the 
loss of the British was two thousand six hundred. 


The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to be men- 
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but,in 1824, 
he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however, 
successful in the election of 1828, and was re-elected 
for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he 
assumed the reins of the government, he met with 
the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of 
his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has 
perhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of 
her death he never recovered. 


His administration was one of the most memorable 
in the annals of our country; applauded by one party, 
condemned by the other. No man had more bitter 
enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his 
twa terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where 
he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack- 
son’s life were that of a devoted Christian man. 
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ARTIN VAN BUREN, the 
) eighth President of the 
United States, was born at 
Kinderhook, N. Y., Dec. 5, 
1782. He died at the same 
place, July 24, 1862. His 
body rests in the cemetery 
at Kinderhook, Above it is 
a plain granite shaft fifteen feet 
high, bearing a simple inscription 
about half way up on one face. 
The lot is unfenced, unbordered 
or unbounded by shrub or flower. ~ 

There is but little in the life of Martin Van Buren 
of romantic interest. He fought no battles, engaged 
in no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in 
political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many 
signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those 
incidents which give zest to biography. His an- 
cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin, 
and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland 
to the banks of the Hudson. His father was a farmer, 
residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother, 
also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel- 
ligence and exemplary piety. 

He was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un- 
usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the 
age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies 
in his native village, and commenced the study of 
law. As he had not a collegiate education, seven 
years of study in a law-office were requifed of him 
before he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with 
a lofty ambition, and conscious of his powers, he pur- 
sued his studies with indefatigable industry. After 
spending six years in an office in his native village, 


lieth 








Ss 









nN. 


SS, 


he went to the city of New York, and prosecuted his 
studies for the seventh year. 

In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years of 
age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil- 
lage. The great conflict between the Federal and 
Republican party was then at its height. Mr. Van 
Buren was from the beginning a politician. He had, 
perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listening to the 
many discussions which had been carried on in his 
father’s hotel. He was in cordial sympathy with 
Jefferson, and earnestly and eloquently espoused the 
cause of State Rights; though at that time the Fed- 
eral party held the supremacy both in his town 
and State. 

His success and increasing ruputation led him 
after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, the 
county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years, 
constantly gaining strength by contending in the, 
courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned 
the bar of his State. 

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mr. 
Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished for 
beauty and accomplishments. After twelve short 
years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump- 
tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep over 
her loss, For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren was 
an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record 
of those years is barren in items of public interest. 
In 1812, when thirty years of age, he was chosen to 
the State Senate, and gave his strenuous support to 
Mr. Madison’s adminstration. In 1815, he was ap- 
pointed Attorney-General, and the next year moved 
to Albany, the capital of the State. 

While he was acknowledged as one of the most 
prominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had 
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the moral courage to avow that true democracy did 
not require that “universal suffrage” which admits 
the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of 
governing the State. In true consistency with his 
democratic principles, he contended that, while the 
path leading to the privilege of voting should be open 
to every man without distinction, no one should be 
invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were 
in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue 
and some property interests in the welfare of the 
State. 

In 1821 he was elected a member of the United 
States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat 
in the convention to revise the constitution of his 
native State. His course in this convention secured 
the approval of men of all parties. No one could 
doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the 
interests of all classes in the community. In the 
Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a 
conspicuous position as anactive and useful legislator. 

In 1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the 
Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to 
the Senate. He had been from the beginning a de- 


termined opposer of the Administration, adopting the | 


“State Rights” view in opposition to what was 
deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams. 

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governor of 
the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his 
seat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United 
States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q. 
Adams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it 
Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether 
entitled to the reputation or not, he certainly was re- 
garded throughout the United States as one of the 
most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians. 
It.was supposed that no one knew so well as he how 
to touch the secret springs of action; how to. pull all 
the wires to put his machinery in motion; and how to 
organize a political army which would, secretly and 
stealthily accomplish the most gigantic results. By 
these powers it is said that he outwitted Mr, Adams, 
Mr, Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which 
few thought then could be accomplished. 

_. When Andrew Jackson was elected President he 
appointed Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This 
position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately 


appointed Minister to England, where he went the | 


same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met, 
refused to ratify the nomination, and he returned 





home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice 
President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election 
of President Jackson; and with smiles for all and 
frowns for none, he took his place at the head of that 
Senate which had refused to confirm his nomination 
as ambassador. 

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of 
President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor- 
ite; and this, probably more than any other cause, 


secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu- 


tive. On the 2oth of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re- 
ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen. 
Jackson as President of the United States. He was 
elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the 
retiring President. “Leaving New York out of the 
canvass,” says Mr. Parton, “the election of Mr. Van 


Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen.- 


Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred 
upon him the power to appoint a successor.” 
His administration was filled with exciting events. 
The insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in- 
volve this country in war with England, the agitation 
of the slavery question, and finally the great commer- 
cial panic which spread over the country, all were 
trials to his wisdom. The financial distress was at- 
tributed to the management of the Democratic party, 


‘and brought the President into such disfavor that he 


failed of re-election. 

With the exception of being nominated for the 
Presidency by the “ Free Soil” Democrats, in 1848, 
Mr. Van Buren lived quietly upon his estate until 
his death. 

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits, 
and living within his income, had now fortunately a 
competence for his declining years. His unblemished 
character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned 
patriotism, and the distinguished positions which he 
had occupied in the government of our country, se- 
cured to him not only the homage of his party, but 
the respect ot the whole community. It was on the 
4th of March, 1841, that Mr. Van Buren retired from 
the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwald, 
he still exerted a powerful influence upon the politics 
of the country. From this time until his death, on 
the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he 
resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of 
culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy old 
age, probably far more happiness than he had_ before 
experienced amid the stormy scenes of his active life. 
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ILLIAM HENRY HARRI- 
J, SON, the ninth President of 
. the United States, was born 
at Berkeley, Va., Feb. 9, 1773. 
His father, Benjamin Harri- 
son, was in comparatively op- 
ulent circumstances, and was 
one of the most distinguished 
men of his day. He was an 
intimate friend of George 
Washington, was early elected 
a member of the Continental 
Congress, and was conspicuous 
among the patriots of Virginia in 
resisting the encroachments of the 
British crown. Inthe celebrated 
Congress of 1775, Benjamin Har- 
rison and John Hancock were 
both candidates for the office of 
speaker. 

Mr Harrison was subsequently 
chosen Governor of Virginia, and 
was twice re-elected. His son, 

AT William Henry, of course enjoyed 
in childhood all the advantages which wealth and 
intellectual and cultivated society could give. Hay- 
ing received a thorough common-school education, he 
entered Hampden Sidney College, where he graduated 
with honor soon after the death of his father. He 
then repaired to Philadelphia to study medicine under 
the instructions of Dr. Rush and the guardianship of 
Robert Morris, both of whom were, with his father, 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Upon the outbreak of the Indian troubles, and not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of his friends, he 
abandoned his medical studies and entered the army, 
having obtained a commission of Ensign from Presi- 
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dent Washington. He was then but 19 years old. 
From that time he passed gradually upward -in rank 
until he became aid to General Wayne, after whose 
death he resigned his commission, He was then ap- 
pointed Secretary of the North-western Territory. This 
Territory was then entitled to but one member in 
Congress and Capt. Harrison was chosen to fill that 
position. 

In the spring of 1800 the North-western. Territory 
was divided by Congress into two portions. The 
eastern portion, comprising the region now embraced 
in. the State of Ohio, was called “ The Territory 
north-west of the Ohio.” The western portion, which 
included what is now called Indiana, Illinois and 
Wisconsin, was called the “Indiana Territory.” Wil- 
liam Henry Harrison, then 27 years of age, was ap- 
pointed by John Adams, Governor of the Indiana 
Territory, and immediately after, also Governor of 
Upper Louisiana. He was thus ruler over almost as 
extensive a realm as any sovereign upon the globe. He 
was Superintendent of Indian Affairs, and was in- 
vested with powers nearly dictatorial over the now 
rapidly increasing white population. The ability and 
fidelity with which he discharged these responsible 
duties may be inferred from the fact that he was four 
times appointed to this office—first by John Adams, 
twice by Thomas Jefferson and afterwards by Presi- 


Whenhe began his adminstration there were but 
three white settlementsin that almost boundless region, 
now crowded with cities and resounding with all the 
tumult of wealth and traffic. One of these settlements 
was on the Ohio, nearly opposite Louisville; one at 
Vincennes, on the Wabash, and the third a French 
settlement. 











The vast wilderness over which Gov. Harrisox 
reigned was filled with many tribes of Indians. About 
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers, 
of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. One of 
these was called Tecumseh, or “The Crouching 
Panther;” the other, Olliwacheca, or “'The Prophet.” 
Tecumseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man 
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit- 
able perseverance in any enterprise in which he might 
engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm, 
and had long regarded with dread and with hatred 
the encroachment of the whites upon the hunting- 
grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was 
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored 
Indian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which 
they dwelt. 

But the Prophet was not merely an orator: he was, 
in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested 
with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a 
magician. With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter 
the Hermit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went 
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was specially sent 
by the Great Spirit. ; 

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate 
the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe- 
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter. 
October 28, 1812, his army began its march. When 
near the Prophet’s town three Indlans of rank made 
their appearance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was 
approaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a 
short conference, arrangements were made fora meet- 
ing the next day, to agree upon terms of peace. 


But Gov. Harrison was too well acquainted with 
the Indian character to be deceived by such protes- 
tations. Selecting a favorable spot for his night’s en- 
campment, he took every precaution against surprise. 
His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept 
upon their arms. 


The troops threw themselves upon the ground for 
rest; but every man had his accourtrements on, his 
loaded musket by his side,and his bayonet fixed. The 
wakeful Governor, between three and four o'clock in 
the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa- 
tion with his aids by the embers of a waning fire. It 
was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain. In 
the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi- 
ble, and just then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all 
the desperation which superstition and passion most 
highly inflamed could give, upon the left flank of the 
little army. The savages had been amply provided 
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their 
war-whoop was accompained by a shower of bullets. 

The camp-fires were-instantly extinguished, as the 
light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide- 
pus yells, the Indian bands rushed on, not doubting a 
speedy and an entire victory. But Gen. Harrison’s 
troops stood as immovable as the rocks around them 
until day dawned: they then made a simultaneous 





charge with the bayonet, and swept every thing be- 
fore them, and completely routing the foe, 





Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked 
to the utmost. The British descending from the Can- 
adas, were of themselves a very formidable force ; but 
with their savage allies, rushing like wolves trom the 
forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn- 
ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier 
was plunged into a state of consternation which even 
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive, 
The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the 
forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conflagra- 
tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made 
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit. 
Under these despairing circumstances, Gov. Harrison 
was appointed by President Madison commander-in- 
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake 
Detroit, and to protect the frontiers. 

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation 
demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but 
General Harrison was found equal to the position, 


and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re-— 


sponsibilities. 

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing 
with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, while 
pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in a 
valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket 
lashed over his saddle. Thirty-five British officers, 
his prisoners of war, supped with him after the battle. 
The only fare he could give them was beef roasted 
before the fire, without bread or salt. 


In 1816, Gen. Harrison was chosen a member of 
the National House of Representatives, to represent 
the District of Ohio. In Congress he proved an 
active member; and whenever he spoke, it was with 
force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested 
the attention of all the members. 


In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate of 
Ohio; and in 1824, as oneof the presidential electors 
of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The 
same year he was chosen tothe United States Senate. 

In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency against 
Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of 
Mr. Van Buren’s term, he was re-nomirated by his 
party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated 
by the Whigs, with John Tyler forthe Vice Presidency. 
The contest was very animated. Gen. Jackson gave 
all his influence to prevent Harrison's election; but 
his triumph was signal. 

The cabinet which he formed, with Daniel Webster 
at its head as Secretary of State, was one of the most 
brilliant with which any President had ever been 
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin- 
istration more flattering, or the hopes of the country 
more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and 
joyous prospects, Gen. Harrison was seized by a 
pleurisy-fever and after a few days of violent sick- 
ness, died on the 4th of April; just one month after 
his inauguration as President of the United States. 
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Co., Va., March 29,1790. He 
was the favored child of af- 
fluence and high social po- 
sition. At the early age of 
twelve, John entered William 
and Mary College and grad- 
uated with much honor when 
but seventeen years old. After 
graduating, he devoted him- 
self with great assiduity to the 
study of law, partly with his 
father and partly with Edmund 
Randolph, one of the most distin- 
guished lawyers of Virginia. 

At nineteen years of age, he 
commenced the practice of law. 
His success was rapid and aston- 
ishing. It is said that three 
months had not elapsed ere there 
was scarcely a case on the dock- 

| et of the court in which he was 
not retained. When but twenty-one years of age, he 
was almost unanimously elected to a seat in the State 
Legislature. He connected himself with the Demo- 
cratic party, and warmly advocated the measures of 
Jefferson and Madison. For five successive years he 
was elected to the Legislature, receiving nearly the 
unanimous vote or his county. 

When but twenty-six years of age, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Here he acted earnestly and 
ably with the Democratic party, opposing a national 
bank, internal improvements by the General Govern-. 











ment, a protective tariff, and advocating a strict con- 
struction of the Constitution, and the most careful 
vigilance over State rights. His labors in Congress 
were so arduous that before the close of his second 
term he found it necessary to resign and retire to his | | 
estate in Charles-city Co., to recruit his health. He, 
however, soon after consented to take his seat in the 
State Legislature, where his influence was powerful 
in promoting public works of great utility. With a 
reputation thus canstantly increasing, he was chosen 
by a very large majority of votes, Governor of his 
native State. His administration was signally a suc- 
cessful one. His popularity secured his re-election. 

John Randolph, a brilliant, erratic, half-crazed 
man, then represented Virginia in the Senate of the 
United States. A portion of the Democratic party 
was displeased with Mr. Randolph’s wayward course, 
and brought forward John Tyler as his opponent, 
considering him the only man in Virginia of sufficient 
popularity to succeed against the renowned orator of 
Roanoke. Mr. Tyler was the victor. 

In accordance with his professions, upon taking his 
seat in the Senate, he joined the ranks of the opposi- 
tion. He opposed the tariff; he spoke against and 
voted against the bank as unconstitutional; he stren- 
uously opposed all restrictions upon slavery, resist- 
ing all projects of internal improvements by the Gen- 
eral Government, and avowed his sympathy with Mr. 
Calhoun’s view of nullification ; he declared that Gen. 
Jackson, by his opposition to the nullifiers, had 
abandoned the principles of the Democratic party. ' 
Such was Mr. Tyler's record in Congress,—a record 
in perfect accordance with the principles which he 
had always avowed. | 

Returning to Virginia, he resumed the practice of 
his profession. There was a split in the Democratic Y 
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party. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef- 
fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli- 
ments upon him. He had now attained the age of 
forty-six. His career had been very brilliant. In con- 
sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri- 
vate affairs had fallen into some disorder; and it was 
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice 
of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his plan- 
tation. Soon after this he removed to Williamsburg, 
for the better education of his children; and he again 
took his seat in the Legislature of Virginia. 


By the Southern Whigs, he was sent to the national 
convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in 
1839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har- 
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of 
the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili- 
ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the 
convention then nominated John ‘Tyler for Vice Pres- 
ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa- 
thy with the Whig party in the North: but the Vice 
President has but very little power in the Govern- 
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre- 
side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap- 
pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a 
Democratic Vice President were chosen. 


In 1841, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States. In one short month from 
that time, President Harrison died, and Mr. Tyler 
thus found himself, to his own surprise and that of 
the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential 
chair. This was a new test of the stability of our 
institutions, as it was the first time in the history ofour 
country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler 
was at home in Williamsburg when he received the 
unexpected tidings of the death of President Harri- 
son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of 
April was inaugurated to the high and _ responsible 
office. He was placed in a position of exceeding 
delicacy and difficulty. All his longlife he had been 
opposed to the main principles of the party which had 
brought him into power. He had ever been a con- 
sistent, honest man, with an unblemished record. 
Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should 
he retain them, and thus surround himself with coun- 
sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own? or, 
on the other hand, should he turn against the party 
which had elected him and select a cabinet in har- 
mony with himself, and which would oppose all those 
views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub- 
lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in- 
vited the cabinet which President Harrison had 
selected to retain their seats. He reccommended a 
day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and 
bless us. 

The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the 
incorporation of a fiscal bank of the United States. 








, The President, after ten days’ delay, returned it with 
his veto. He suggested, however. that he would 


‘proposed. Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and 





approve Of a bil drawn up upon such a plan as he 


privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval. 
It was passed without alteration, and he sent it back 
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture. 
Itis said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas- 
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M. 
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely 
touched the pride of the President. 

The opposition now exultingly received the Presi- 
dent into their arms. The party which elected him 
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his 
cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs 
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a 
meeting and issued an address to the people of the 
United States, proclaiming that all political alliance 
between the Whigs and President ‘Tyler were at 
an end. 

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He 
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs and 
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party 
men. Mr. Webster soon found it necessary to resign, 
forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. ‘Thus 
the four years of Mr. ‘T'yler’s unfortunate administra- 
tion passed sadly away. No one was satisfied. The 
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs 
and Democrais alike assailed him. More and more, 
however, he brought himself into sympathy with his 
old friends, the Democrats, until atthe close of his term, 
he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr. 
Polk, the Democratie candidate for his successor. 


On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the 
harassments of office, tothe regret of neither party, and 
probably to his own unspeakable relief. His first wife, 
Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842; 
and in June, 1844, President Tyler was again married, 
at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of 
many personal and intellectual accomplishments. 


The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly 
in retirement at his beautiful home,—Sherwood For- 
est, Charles-city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in 
his manners, richly furnished with information from 
books and experience in the world, and possessing 
brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was 
the scene of unusual attractions. With sufficient 
means for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he 
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few 
friends who gathered around him, were it not for the 
storms of civil war which his own principles and 
policy had helped to introduce. 

When the great Rebellion rose, which the State- 
rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn had inaugurated, President Tyler renounced his 
allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed- 
erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress; 
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, by 
force of arms, the Government over which he had 
once presided, he was taken sick and soon died. Y) 
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\ AMES K. POLK, the eleventh 
na a President of the United States, 
Ol was born in Mecklenburg Co., 

N. C., Nov. 2, 1795. His par- 
&) ents were Samuel and Jane 

(Knox) Polk, the former a son 
of Col. Thomas Polk, who located 
at the above place, as one of the 
first pioneers, in 1735. 

In the year 1806, with his wife 
and children, and soon after fol- 
lowed by most of the members of 
the Polk famly, Samuel Polk emi- 
grated some two or three hundred 
miles farther west, to the rich valley 
of the Duck River. Here in the 
midst of the wilderness, in a region 
which was subsequently called Mau- 
ty Co., they reared their log huts, 
and established their homes. In the 
hard toil of a new farm in the wil- 
derness, James K. Polk spent the 
early years of his childhood and 
youth. His father, adding the pur- 
u suit of a surveyor to thatof a farmer, 
gradually increased in wealth until 
he became one of the leading men of the region. His 
mother was a superior woman, of strong common 
sense and earnest piety. 

Very early in life, James developed a taste for 
reading and expressed the strongest desire to obtain 
a liberal education. His mother’s training had made 
him methodical in his habits, had taught him punct- 
uality and industry, and had inspired him with lofty 
principles of morality. His health was frail; and his 
father, fearing that he might not be able to endure a 















sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the 
counter, hoping to fit him for commercial pursuits. 
This was to James a bitter disappointment. He 
had. no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks 
were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this 
uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his 
earnest solicitation his father removed him, and made 
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon 
after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With 
ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed 
forward in his studies, and in less than twoand a half 
years, in the autumn of 1815, entered the sophomore 
class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapel 
Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of 
scholars, punctual in every exercise, never allowing 


himself to be absent from a recitation or a religious 
service, 


He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors, be- 
ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in 
mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty- 
three years of age. Mr. Polk’s health was at this 
time much impaired by the assiduity with which he 
had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of 
relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the 
office of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk 
renewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who 
resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few 
miles from Nashville. They had probably been 
slightly acquainted before. ; 

Mr. Polk’s father was a Jeffersonian Republican, 
and James K. Polk ever adhered to the same _politi- 
cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was 


constantly called upon to address the meetings of his © 


party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that 


he was popularly called the Napoleon of the stump. 
He was a man of unblemished morals, genial and 
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courteous in his bearing, and with that sympathetic 


nature in the joys and griefs of others which ever gave : 


him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr. Polk was elected 
to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his 
strong influence towards the election of his friend, 
Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States. 

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah 
Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was 
altogether worthy of him,—a lady of beauty and cul- 
ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a 
member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave 
to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that 
for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con- 
tinued in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew, 
only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair 
of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious 
member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was 
always in his seat, always courteous; and whenever 
he spoke it was always to the point, and without any 
ambitious rhetorical display. 

During five sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was 
Speaker of the House. Strong passions were roused, 
and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per- 
formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac- 
tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was 
passed by the House as he withdrew on the 4th of 
March, 1839. 

In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk, asa 
candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was 
elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1839, took the oath of office at Nashville. In 1841, 
his term of office expired, and he was again the can- 
didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated. 

On the 4thof March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur- 
ated President of the United States. The verdict of 
the countryin favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted 
its influence upon Congress; and the last act of the 
administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig- 
nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the 
3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to 
the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas 
as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister, 
Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and 
left the country, declaring the act of the annexation 
to be an act hostile to Mexico. 

In his first message, President Polk urged that 
Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re- 
ceived into the Union on the same footing with the 
other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent 





with an army into Texas to hold the country. He was 
sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the 
western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly 
two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande, 
where he erected batteries which commanded the 
Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on 
the western banks. 

The anticipated collision soon took place, and war 
was declared against Mexico by President Polk. The 
war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk’s administration 
with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first 
called one of “observation,” then of “occupation,” 
then of “invasion,” was sent forward to Monterey. The 
feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly 
and awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement 
alone can reveal the misery which this war caused. 
It was by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk’s administration 
that the war was brought on. 

‘To the victors belong the spoils.” Mexico was 
prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands, 
We now consented to peace upon the condition that 
Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas, 
all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal- 
ifornia. This new demand embraced, exclusive of 
Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This 
was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 
size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen 
majestic States to be added tothe Union. There were 
some Americans who thought it all right: there were 
others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution 
of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and 
more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this 
money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico. 

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from 
office, having served one term. ‘The next day was 
Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated 
as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the 
same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even- 
ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to 
Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age. 
He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits, 
and his health was good. With an ample fortune, 
a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties 
of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years 
of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the 
cholera—that fearful scourge—was then sweeping up 


the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted, 
and died on the 15th of June, 1849, in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, greatly mourned by his countrymen; 
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y\7 ACHARY TAYLOR, twelfth 
@) President of the United States, 
was born on the 24th of Nov., 
1784, in Orange Co., Va. His 
“eam@maae father, Colonel Taylor, was 
OLAS ~ a Virginian of note, and a dis- 
tinguished patriot and soldier of 
the Revolution. When Zachary 
was an infant, his father with his 
wife and two children, emigrated 
to Kentucky, where he settled in 
the pathless wilderness, a few 
miles from Louisville. In this front- 
ier home, away from civilization and 
} allits refinements, young Zachary 
could enjoy but few social and educational advan- 
tages. When six years of age he attended a common 
school, and was then regarded as a bright, active boy, 
rather remarkable for bluntness and decision of char- 
acter He was strong, fearless and self-reliant, and 
manifested a strong desire to enter the army to fight 
the Indians who were ravaging the frontiers. There 
is little to be recorded of the uneventful years of his 
childhood on his father’s large but lonely plantation. 
In 1808, his father succeeded in obtaining for him 
the commission of lieutenant in the United States 
army; and he joined the troops which were stationed 
at New Orleans under Gen. Wilkinson. Soon after 
this he married Miss Margaret Smith, a young lady 
from one of the first families of Maryland. 
Immediately after the declaration of war with Eng- 
land, in 1812, Capt. Taylor (for he had then been 
promoted to that rank) was put in command of Fort 
Harrison, on the Wabash, about fifty miles above 
Vincennes. This fort had been built in the wilder- 
ness by Gen. Harrison,on his march to Tippecanoe. 














It was one of the first points of*attack by the Indians, 
led by Tecumseh. Its garrison consisted of a broken 










company of infantry numbering fifty men, many of 
whom were sick. 

Early in the autumn of 18r2, the Indians, stealthily, 
and in large numbers, moved upon the fort. Their 
approach was first indicated by the murder of two 
soldiers just outside of the stockade. Capt. Taylor 
made every possible preparation to meet the antici- 
pated assault. On the 4th of September, a band of 
forty painted and plumed savages came to the fort, 
waving a white flag, and informed Capt. Taylor that 
in the morning their chief would come to have a talk 
with him. It was evident that their object was merely 
to ascertain the state of things at the fort, and Capt. 
Taylor, well versed in the wiles of the savages, kept 
them at a distance. 

The sun went down; the savages disappeared, the 
garrison slept upon their arms. One hour before 
midnight the war whoop burst from a thousand lips 
in the forest around, followed by the discharge of 
musketry, and the rush of the foe. Every man, sick 
and well, sprang to his post. Every man knew that 
defeat was not merely death, but in the case of cap- 
ture, death by the most agonizing and prolonged tor- 
ture. No pen can describe, no immagination can 
conceive the scenes which ensued. The savages suc- 
ceeded in setting fire to one of the block-houses- 
Until six o'clock in the morning, this awful conflict 
continued. The savages then, baffled at every point, 
and gnashing their teeth with rage, retired. Capt. 
Taylor, for this gallant defence, was promoted to the 
rank of major by brevet. 

Until the close of the war, Major Taylor was placed 
in such situations that he saw but little more of active 
service. He was sent far away into the depthsof the 
wilderness, to Fort Crawford, on Fox River, which 
empties into Green Bay. Here there was but little 
to be done but to wear away the tedious hours as one 
best could. There were no books, no society, no in- 
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful 
years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of 
colonel. In the Black-Hawk war, which resulted in 
the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col ‘Taylor 
took a subordinate but a brave and efficient part. 

For twenty-four years Col. Taylor was engaged in 
the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in 

-employments so obscure, that his name was unknown 
beyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance. 
In the year 1836, he was sent to Florida to compel 
the Seminole Indians to vacate that region and re- 
tire beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty, 
had promised they should do. The services rendered 
here secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of 
the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated 
to the rank of brigadier-general by brevet; and soon 
after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com- 
mand of the United States troops in Florida. 
| After two years of- such wearisome employment 
amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor 
|| obtained, at his own request, a change of command, 
' | and was stationed over the Department of the South- 
west. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters 
at Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family 
to a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue. 
Here he remained for five years, buried, as it were, 
from the world, but faithfully discharging every duty 
imposed upon him. 

In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land 
between the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river 
being the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed 
by the United States. Soon the war with Mexico 
was brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
Palma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the 
Mexicans. The rank of major-general by brevet 
was then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name 
was received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in 
the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and 
Buena Vista in which he won signal victories over 
forces much larger than he commanded. 


His careless habits of dress and his unaffected 
|| simplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops, 
|| the sobriquet of “Old Rough and Ready.’ 
| The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista 
| | spread the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The 
| | name of Gen. Taylor was on every one’s lips. The 
|| Whig party decided to take advantage of this wonder- 
ful popularity in bringing forward the unpolished, un- 
| lettered, honest soldier as their candidate for the 
Presidency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an- 
| nouncement, and for a time would not listen to it; de- 
| 








claring that he was not atall qualified for such an 
office. So little interest had he taken in politics that, 
for forty years, he had not cast a vote. It was not 
without chagrin that several distinguished statesmen 








had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo 
Aito, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey and Buena 
Vista. It is said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re- 
marked, “It is a nomination not fit to be made.” 
Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a fine 
writer. His friends took possession of him, and pre- 
pared such few communications as it was needful 
should be presented to the public. The popularity of 
the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri- 
umphantly elected over two opposing candidates,— 
Gen. Cass and Ex-President Martin Van Buren. 
Though he selected an excellent cabinet, the good 
old man found himself in a very uncongenial position, 
and was, at times, sorely perplexed and _ harassed. 
His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably 
tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party 
was pushing its claims with tireless energy, expedi- 
tions were fitting out to capture Cuba; California was 


pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery” 


stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found 
the political conflicts in Washington to be far more 
trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or 
Indians. 


In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor, 
after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little 
over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of 
but little over five days, died on the 9th of July, 1850. 
His last words were, “‘I am not afraid to die. I am 
ready. I have endeavored todo my duty.” He died 
universally respected and beloved. An honest, un- 
pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the 


"affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la- 


mented his death. 


Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with 
Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful 
description of his character:—*“ With a good store of 
common sense, Gen. Taylor’s mind had not been en- 
larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse 
with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse- 
quence. The frontiers and small military posts had 
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his 
rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance. His sim- 
plicity was child-like, and with innumerable preju- 
dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the 
tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable, 
chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or his hat 
a little on one side of his head; or an officer to leave 
a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out- 
side pocket,—in any such case, this critic held the 
offender to be a coxcomb (perhaps something worse), 
whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase, 
‘touch with a pair of tongs.’ 

“Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil- 
worth’s spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a 
sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter 
unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. In short, 
few men have ever had a more comfortable, labor- 
saving contempt for learning of every kind:” 





& who had been long years in the public service found 
\ | their claims set aside in behalf of one whose name 
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? ILLARD FILLMORE, thir- 
i) teenth President of the United 
States, was born at Summer 
} Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y., on 
the 7th of January, r800. His 
father was a farmer, and ow- 
ing to misfortune, in humble cir- 
cumstances. Of his mother, the 
daughter of Dr. Abiathar Millard, 
» of Pittsfield, Mass., it has been 
said that she possessed an intellect 
of very high order, united with much 
personal loveliness, sweetness of dis- 
i\ position, graceful manners and ex- 
quisite sensibilities. She died in 
1831; having lived to see her son a 
young man of distinguished prom- 
ise, though she was not permitted to witness the high 
dignity which he finally attained. 

In consequence of the secluded home and limited 
means of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad- 
vantages for education in his early years. The com- 
mon schools, which he occasionally attended were 
very imperfect institutions; and books were scarce 
and expensive. ‘There was nothing then in his char- 
acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he 
was about to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy; 
intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted. The sacred 
influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible, 
and had laid the foundations of an upright character. 
When fourteen’ years of age, his father sent him 
some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of 
Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier. 
Near the mill there was a small villiage, where some 
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enterprising man had commenced the collection of a 
village library. This proved an inestimable blessing 
to young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read- 
ing. Soon every leisure moment was occupied with 
books. His thirst for knowledge became insatiate; 
and the selections which he made were continually 
more elevating and instructive. He read history, 
biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en- 
kindled in his heart a desire to be something more 
than a mere worker with his hands; and he was be- 
coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed, 
educated man. 

. The young clothier had now attained the age of 
nineteen years, and was of fine personal appearance 
and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so happened that 
there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample 
pecuniary means and of benevolence,—Judge Walter 
Wood,;—who was struck with the prepossessing ap- 
pearance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint- 
ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and 
attainments that he advised him to abandon his 


_ trade and devote himself to the study of thelaw. The 


young man replied, that he had no means of his own, 
no friends to help him and that his previous educa- 
tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had 
so much confidence in him that he kindly offered to 
take him into his own office, and to loan him such 
money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous 
offer was. accepted. 

There is in many ‘minds a strange delusion about 
a collegiate education. A young man is supposed to 
be liberally educated if he has graduated at some col- 
lege. But many a boy loiters through university halls 
and then enters a law office, who is by no means as 
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was 
Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing- 
mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during 
which every leisure moment had been devoted to in- 
tense mental culture. 

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he was 
admitted to the Court of Common Pleas, He then 
went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the 
practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region, 
his practice of course was limited, and there was no 
opportunity for a sudden rise in fortune or in fame. 
Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great 
moral worth, and one capable of adorning any station 
she might be called to fill,—Miss Abigail Powers. 

His elevation of character, his untiring industry, 
his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate, 
gradually attracted attention; and he was invited to 
enter into partnership under highly advantageous 
circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in 
Buffalo. Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829, 
he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the 
State of New York, as a representative from Erie 
County. Though he had never taken a very active 
part in politics, his vote and his sympathies were with 
the Whig party. The State was then Democratic, 
and he found himself in a helpless minority in the 
Legislature , still the testimony comes from all parties, 
that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very 
unusual degree the respect of his associates. 

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in 
the United States Congress He entered that troubled 
arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our 
national history. The great conflict respecting the 
national bank and the removal of the deposits, was 
then raging. 

His term of two years closed; and he returned to 
his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep- 
utation and success. After a lapse of two years 
he again became a candidate for Congress; was re- 
elected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe- 
rience as a representative gave him strength and 
confidence. The first term of service in Congress to 
any man can be but little more than an introduction. 
He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener- 
gies were brought to bear upon the public good. Every 


measure received his impress. 

Mr. Fillmore was now a manof wide repute, and 
his popularity filled the State, and in the year 1847, 
he was elected Comptroller of the State. 


_years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in 


_ ticket some man of reputation as a statesman. * 





Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven 


Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con- 
siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to 
find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the 
waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old 
soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles 
with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be 
proclaimed in trumpet-tones all over the land. But 
it was necessary to associate with him on the same 


Under the influence of these considerations, the 
namesof Zachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for 
President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket was 
signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1849, 
Gen. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard 
Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States. 

‘ On the gth of July, 1850, President Taylor, but 
about one year and four months after his inaugura- 
tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con- 
stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi- 
dent. He appointed a very able cabinet, of which 
the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State. 

Mr. Fillmore had very serious difficulties to contend 
with, since the opposition had a majority in both 
Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate 
the South; but the pro-slavery party in the South felt 
the inadequacy of all measures of transient conciliation. 
The population of the free States was so rapidly in- 
creasing over that of the slave States that it was in- 
evitable that the power of the Government should 
soon pass into the hands of the free States. The 
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr, 
Fillmcre’s adminstration, and the Japan Expedition 
was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr. Fill- 
more, having served one term, retired. 

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the Pres- 
idency by the “ Know Nothing” party, but was beaten 
by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr. Fillmore lived in 
retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war, 
he was mostly silent. It was generally supposed that 
his sympathies were rather with those who were en- 
deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President 


Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any 


cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other. 


He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a ripe 
old age, and died in Buffalo. N. Y., March 8, 1874. 4 
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RANKLIN PIERCE, the 
Ne) fourteenth President of the 
{> United States, was born in 
4 Hillsborough, N. H., Nov. 
23, 1804. His father was a 
Revolutionary soldier, who, 
with his own strong arm, 
hewed out a home in the 
wilderness. He was a man 
of inflexible integrity; of 
strong, though uncultivated 
mind, and an uncompromis- 





dent, affectionate, Christian wom- 
an. Franklin was the sixth of eight children. 

Franklin was a very bright and handsome boy, gen- 
erous, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the 
love of old and young. The boys on the play-ground 
loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors 
looked upon him with pride and affection. He was 
by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words, 
doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact 
which taught him what was agreeable. Without de- 
- veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural 
devotion to books, he was a good scholar; in body, 
in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy. 

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he 
entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Me He was 
one of the most popular young men in the college. 
The purity of his moral character, the unvarying 
courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and 
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_commenced the study of law in the office of Judge 
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genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite. 
There was something very peculiarly winning in his 
address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de- 
gree studied: it was*the simple outgushing of his 
own magnanimous and loving nature. 

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce 


Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of 
the State, and a man of great private worth. The 
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his 
father’s prominence as a public man, and the brilliant 
political career into which Judge Woodbury was en- 
tering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the faci- 
nating yet perilous path of political life. With all 
the ardor of his nature he espoused the cause of Gen. 
Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the 
practice of law in Hillsborough, and was soon elected 
to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here 
he served for four years. The last two years he was 
chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote. 


In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Without taking an active 
part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty, 
and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom 
he was associatad. 

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age, 
he was elected to the Senate of the United States; 
taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced 
his administration. _ He was the youngest memberin 
the Senate. In the year 1834, he married Miss Jane 
Means Appleton, a lady of rare beauty and accom- 
plishments, and one admirably fitted to adorn every 
station with which her husband was honored. Of the Y) 
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three sons who were born to them, all now sleep with 
their parents in the grave. 

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame 
and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his 
residence in Concord, the capital‘of New Hampshire. 
President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed 
Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States; but 
the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous 
professional engagements at home, and the precariuos 
state of Mrs. Pierce’s health. He also, about the 
same time declined the nomination for governor by the 
Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr. 
Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of 
brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his 


troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847. . 


He took an important part in this war, proving him- 
self a brave and true soldier. 

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native 
State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo- 
cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his oppo- 
nents. He resumed the practice of his profession, 


very frequently taking an active part in political ques- 


tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery 
wing of the Democratic party. The compromise 
measures met cordially with his approval; and he 
strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa- 
mous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious 
sensibilities of the North. He thus became distin- 
guished as a “ Northern man with Southern principles.” 
The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse- 
quently regarded him as a man whom they could 
safely trust in office to carry out their plans. 

On the 12th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven- 
tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the 
Presidency. For four days they continued in session, 
and in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown 
for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation 
brought forward his name. There were fourteen 
more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly 
gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he 
received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all 
other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was 
the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with 
great unanimity. Only four States—Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee—cast their 
electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pierce 
was therefore inaugurated President of the United 
States on the 4th of March, 1853. 





His administration proved one of the most stormy our 


country had ever experienced. The controversy be- 


tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its 
culminating point. It became evident that there was 
an “irrepressible conflict” between them, and _ that 
this Nation could not long exist “ half slave and half 
free.” President Pierce, during the whole of his ad- 
ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate 
the South ; but it was all in vain. The conflict every 
year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution 
of the Union were borne to the North on every South- 
ern breeze. 2 

Such was the condition of affairs when President 
Pierce approached the close of his four-years’ term 
of office. The North had become thoroughly alien- 
ated from him. The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded 
by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all 
the intellectual ability and social worth of President 
Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad- 
ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also, 
unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo- 
cated those measures of Government which. they ap- 
proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had 
rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be 
able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped 
him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him. 

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re- 
tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two 
had died, and his only surviving child had been 
killed before his eyes by a railroad accident; and his 
wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of 
ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The 
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left 
alone in the world, without wife or child. 

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di- 
vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr. 
Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he 
had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to 
that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been 
allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice 
or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov- 
ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until 
the time of his death, which occurred in October, 
1869. He was one of the most genial and social of 
men, an honored communicant of the Episcopal 
Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen- 
erous to a fault, he contributed liberally for the al- 
leviation of suffering and want, and many of his towns- 
people were often gladened by his material bounty. 
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AMES BUCHANAN, the fif- 
{@, teenth President of the United 
1@) States, was born in a small 
frontier town, at the foot of the 
eastern ridge of the Allegha- 
nies, in Franklin Co., Penn., on 
the 23d of April, 1791. The place 
where the humble cabin of his 
father stood was called Stony 
Ay > Batter. It was a wild and ro- 
mantic spot in a gorge of the moun- 
é{ tains, with towering summits rising 

grandly all around. His father 
( was a native of the northof Ireland; 

a poor man, who had emigrated in 
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i 1783, with little property save his 
own strong arms. Five years afterwards he married 
Elizabeth Spear, the daughter of a respectable farmer, 
and, with his young bride, plunged into the wilder- 
ness, staked his claim, reared his log-hut, opened a 
clearing with his axe, and settled down there to per- 
form his obscure part in the drama of life. In this se- 
cluded home, where James was born, he remained 
for eight years, enjoying but few social or intellectual 
advantages. When James was eight years of ageyhis 
father removed to the village of Mercersburg, where 
his son was placed at school, and commenced a 
course of study in English, Latin and Greek. His 
progress was rapid, and at the age of fourteen, he 
entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle. Here he de- 
veloped remarkable talent, and took his stand among 
the first scholars in the institution. His application 
to study was intense, and yet his native powers en- 








abled him to master the most abstruse subjects with 


In the year 1809, he graduated with the highest 
honors of his class. 
age; tall and graceful, vigorous in health, fond of 
athletic sport, an unerring shot, and enlivened with 
an exuberant flow of animal spirits: 
commenced the study of law in the city of Lancaster, 
and was admitted to the bar in 1812, when he was 
but twenty-one years of age. 
in his profession, and at once took undisputed stand 
with the ablest lawyers of the State. 
twenty-six years of age, unaided by counsel, he suc- 
cessfully defended before the State Senate one of the 
judges of the State, who was tried upon articles of 
impeachment. 
admitted that he stood at the head of the bar; and 
there was no Jawyer in the State who had a more lu- 
crative practice. 

In 1820, he reluctantly consented to run as a 
candidate for Congress. 
ten years he remained a member of the Lower House. 
During the vacations of Congress, he occasionally 
tried some important case. In 1831, he retired 
altogether from the toils of his profession, having ac- 
quired an ample fortune. 

Gen. Jackson, upon his elevation to the Presidency, 
appointed Mr. Buchanan minister to Russia. _ The 
duties of his mission he performed with ability, which 
gave satisfaction to all parties. 
1833, he was elected to a seat in the United States 


Clay, Wright and Calhoun, 
ures proposed by President Jackson, of making repri- 





He was then eighteen years of 


He immediately 


Very rapidly he rose 


When but 


At the age of thirty it was generally 


He was elected, and for 


Upon his return, in 


He there met, as his associates, Webster, 
He advocated the meas- 
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JAMES BUCHANAN. 








sals against France, to enforce the payment of our 
claims against that country; and defended the course 
of the President in his unprecedented and wholesale 
removal from office of those who were not the sup- 
porters of his administration. Upon this question he 
was brought into direct collision with Henry Clay. 
He also, with voice and vote, advocated expunging 
from the journal of the Senate the vote of censure 
against Gen. Jackson for removing the deposits. 
Earnestly he opposed the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and urged the prohibition of the 
circulation of anti-slavery documents by the United 
States mails. 

As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he advo- 
cated that they should be respectfully received; and 
that the reply should be returned, that Congress had 
no power to legislate upon the subject. “ Congress,” 
said he, “might as well undertake to interfere with 
slavery under a foreign government as in any of the 
States where it now exists,” 

Upon Mr, Polk’s accession to the Presidency, Mr. 
Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such, 
took his share of the responsibility in the conduct of 
the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that crossing 
the Nueces by the American troops into the disputed 
territory was not wrong, but for the Mexicans to cross 
the Rio Grande into that territory was a declaration 
of war. No candid man can read with pleasure the 
account of the course our Government pursued in that 
movement. 


Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with 
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension 
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind 
to bear against the Wilmot Proviso. He gave his 
cordial approval to the compromise measures of 1850, 
which included the fugitive-slave law. Mr. Pierce, 
upon his election to the Presidency, honored Mr. 
Buchanan with the mission to England. 


In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven- 
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan forthe Presidency. The 
political conflict was one of the most severe in which 
our country has ever engaged. All the friends of 
slavery were on one side; all the advocates of its re- 
striction and final abolition, on the other. Mr. Fre- 
mont, the candidate of the enemies of slavery, re- 
ceived 114 electoral votes. Mr. Buchanan received 
174, and was elected. The popular vote stood 
1,340,618, for Fremont, 1,224,750 for Buchanan. On 
March 4th, 1857, Mr. Buchanan was inaugurated. 


Mr. Buchanan was far advanced in life. Only four 
years were wanting to fill up his threescore years and 
ten. His own friends, those with whom he had been 
allied in political principles and action for years, were 
seeking the destruction of the Government, that they 
might rear upon the ruins of our free institutions a 
nation whose corner-stone should be human slavery. 
In this emergency, Mr. Buchanan was hopelessly be- 
wildered He could not, with his long-avowed prin- 
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ciples, consistently oppose the State-rights party in 


‘their assumptions. As President of the United States, 


bound by his oath faithfully to administer the laws, 
he could not, without perjury of the grossest kind, 
unite with those endeavoring to overthrow the repub- 
lic. He therefore did nothing. 

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan’s administration 
nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard bearer 
in the next Presidential canvass. The pro-slavery 
party declared, that if he were elected, and the con- 
trol of the Government were thus taken from their 
hands, they would secede from the Union, taking 
with them, as they retired, the National Capitol at 
Washington, and the lion’s share of the territory of 
the Unitéd States. 

Mr. Buchanan’s sympathy with the pro-slavery 
party was such, that he had been willing to offerthem 
far more than they had ventured to claim. All the 
South had professed to ask of the North was non- 
intervention upon the subject of slavery. Mr. Bu- 
chanan had been ready to offer them the active co- 
operation of the Government to defend and extend 
the institution. 

As the storm increased in violence, the slaveholders 
claiming.the right to secede, and Mr. Buchanan avow- 
ing that Congress had no power to prevent it, one of 
the most pitiable exhibitions of governmental im- 
becility was exhibited the world has ever seen. He 
declared that Congress had no power to enforce its 
laws in any State which had withdrawn, or which 
was attempting to withdraw from the Union. This 
was not the doctrine of Andrew Jackson, when, with 
his hand upon his sword-hilt, he exclaimed, “The 
Union must and shall be preserved!” 


South Carolina seceded in December, 1860; nearly 
three months before the inauguration of President 
Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless despair. 
The rebel flag was raised in Charleston; Fort Sumpter 
was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and arsenals 
were seized; our depots of military stores were plun- 
dered ; and our custom-houses and post-offices were 
appropriated by the rebels. 


The energy Of the rebels, and the imbecility of our 
Executive, were alike marvelous. The Nation looked 
on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to glide away, 
and close the administration, so terrible in its weak- 
ness At length the long-looked-for hour of deliver- 
ance came, when Abraham Lincoln was to receive the 
scepter. 

The administration of President Buchanan was 
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex- 
perienced. His best friends cannot recall it with 
pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his fame, 
that in that dreadful conflict which rolled its- billows 
of flame and blood over our whole Jand, no word came 
from his lips to indicate his wish that our country’s 
banner should triumph over the flag of the rebellion. 
He died at his Wheatland retreat, June 1, 1868. 
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iat About the year 1780, a 
= man by the name of Abraham 
~ Lincoln left Virginia with his 
family and moved into the then 
wilds of Kentucky. Only two years 
after this emigration, stilla young 
<4 man, while working one day in a 
© field, was stealthily approached by 
an Indian and shot dead. His widow 
was left in extreme poverty with five 
ye little children, three boys and two 
(\ girls. Thomas, the youngest of the 
boys, was four years of age at his 
father’s death. This Thomas was 
i the father of Abraham Lincoln, the 
President of the United States 
whose name must henceforth forever be enrolled 
with the most prominent in the annals of our world. 


Of course no record has been kept of the life 
of one so lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among 
the poorest of the poor. His home was a wretched 
log-cabin; his food the coarsest and the meanest. 
Education he had none; he could never either read 
or write. _ As soon as he was able to do anything for 
himself, he was compelled to leave the cabin of his 
starving mother, and push out into the world, a friend- 
less, wandering boy, seeking work. He hired him- 
self out, and thus spent the whole of his youth as a 
laborer in the fields of others. 


cabin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the 
daughter of another family of poor Kentucky emi- 
grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their 
second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of 
this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a_ noble 
woman, gentle, loving, pensive, created to adorn 
a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel. 
“ All that I am, or hope to be,” exclaims the grate- 
ful son “I owe to my angel-mother. ” 


When he was eight years of age, his father sold his 





When twenty-eight years of age he built a log- 
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cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana. Where 
two years later his mother died. 

Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated 
community around him. He could not have had a 
better school than this to teach him to put thoughts 
into words. He also became an eager reader. The 
books he could obtain were few; but these he read 
and re-read until they were almost committed to 
memory. 

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly family 
was the usual lot of humanity. There were joys and 
griefs, weddings and funerals. Abraham’s sister 
Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mar- 
ried when a child of but fourteen years of age, and 
soon died. The family was gradually scattered. Mr. 
Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter’s claim in 1830, 
and emigrated to Macon Co., Il. 


Abraham Lincoln was Shien, twenty-one years of age. 
With vigorous hands he aided his father in rearing 
another log-cabin. Abraham worked diligently at this 
until he saw the family comfortably settled, and their 
small lot of enclosed prairie planted with corn, when 
he announced to his father his intention to leave 
home, and to go out into the world and seek his for- 
tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how bril- 
liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value of 
education and was intensely earnest to improve his 
mind to the utmost of his power. He saw the ruin 
which ardent spirits were causing, and became 
strictly temperate; refusing to allow a drop of intoxi- 
cating liquor to pass his lips. And he had read in 
God’s word, ‘‘ Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain;” and a profane expression he 
was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His 
morals were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a 
single vice. 

Young Abraham worked for a time as a hired laborer 
among the farmers. Then he went to Springfield, 
where he was employed in building a large. flat-boat. 
In this he took a herd of swine, floated them down 
the Sangamon to the Illinois, and thence by the Mis- 
sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin- 
coln undertook, he performed so faithfully as to give 
great satisfaction to his employers. In this adven- 
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ture his employers were so well pleased, that upon 
his return they placed a store and mill under his care. 

In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he 
enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He 
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23 
years of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but 
was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew 
Jackson the appointment of Postmaster of New Salem, 
His only post-office was his hat. All the letters he 
réceived he carried there ready to deliver to those 
he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon 
made this his business. In 1834 he again became a 
candidate for the Legislature, and was elected. Mr. 
Stuart, of Springfield, advised him to study law. He 
walked from New Salem to Springfield, borrowed of 
Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and 
began his legal studies. When the Legislature as- 
sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back 
one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In 
1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it 
was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1839 he re- 
moved to Springfield and began the practice of law. 
His success with the jury was so great that he was 
soon engaged in almost every noted case in the circuit. 


In 1854 the great discussion began between Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr, Douglas, on the slavery question. 
In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois, 
in 1856, he took an active part, and at once became 
one of the leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln’s 
speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con- 
test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most 
notable part of his history. The issue was on the 
slavery question, and he took the broad ground of 
the Declaration of Independence, that all men are 
created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con- 
test, but won a far higher prize. 

The great Republican Convention met at Chicago 
on the 16th of June, 1860. The delegates and 
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty- 
five thousand. An immense building called “The 
Wigwam,” was reared to accommodate the Conven- 
tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes 
were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame 
as a statesman had long filled the land, was the most 
prominent. It was generally supposed he would be 
the nominee, Abraham Lincoln, however, received 
the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then 
dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the 
bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him: 
and aslittle did he dream that he was to render services 
to his country, which would fix upon him the eyes of 
the whole civilized world, and which would give him 
aplace in the affections of his countrymen, second 
only, if second, to that of Washington. 

Election day came and Mr. Lincoln received 180 
electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore, 
constitutionally elected President of the United States. 





and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was 


_ greater than upon any other man ever elected to this 


high position. In February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln started 
for Washington, stopping in all the large cities on his 
way making speeches. The whole journey was frought 
with much danger. Many of the Southern States had 
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination 
were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti- 
more had arranged, upon his arrival to“ get up a row,’ 

and in the confusion to make sure of his death with 
revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled 
the plot. A secret and special train was provided to 
take him from Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at an 
unexpected hour of the night.- The train started at 
half-past ten; and to prevent any possible communi- 
cation on the part ot the Secessionists with their Con- 
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train had 
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln 
reached Washington in safety and was inaugurated, 
although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people. 


In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave 
to Mr. Seward the Department of State, and to other 
prominent opponents before the convention he gave 
important positions. 

During no other administration have the duties 
devolving upon the President been so manifold, and 
the responsibilities so great, as those which fell to 
the lot of President~ Lincoln. Knowing this, and 
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in 
his own strength to cope with, the difficulties, he 
learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in 
determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his 
trials, both personal and national Contrary to his 
own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the 
most courageous of men. He went directly into the 
rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving, 
with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he 
had left Springfield, in 1861, however, plans had been 
made for his assassination,and he at last fell a victim 
to oneof them. April 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant, 
was urgently invited to attend Fords’ Theater. It 
was announced that they would Le present. Gen. 
Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoln, feel- 
ing, with his characteristic kindliness of heart, that 
it would be a disappointment if he should fail them, 
very reluctantly consented to go. While listening to 
the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth 
entered the box where the President and family were 
seated, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the 
next morning at seven o'clock. 

Never before, in the history of the world was a nation 
plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler. 
Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless 


anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was 
in tears. His was a life which will fitly become a 
model.. His name as the savior of his country will 


live with that of Washington’s, its father; his country- 
men-being unable to decide which is the greater. 
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\\q NDREW JOHNSON, seven- 
s\((@, teenth President of the United 
WAl@ States. The early life of 
Andrew Johnson contains but 
the record of poverty, destitu- 
tion and friendlessness. He 
2/7 was born December 29, 1808, 
in Raleigh, N. C.. His parents, 
belonging to the class of the 
“poor whites ” of the South, were 
in such circumstances, that they 
} could not confer even the slight- 
\ est advantages of education upon 
as their child. When Andrew was five 
| years of age, his father accidentally 
lost his life while herorically endeavoring to save a 
friend from drowning. Until ten years of age, Andrew 
was a ragged boy about the streets, supported by the 
labor of his mother, who obtained her living with 
her own hands. 

He then, having never attended a school one day, 
and being unable either to read or write, was ap- 
prenticed to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman 
was in the habit of going to the tailor’s shop occasion- 
ally, and reading to the boys at work there. He often 
read from the speeches of distinguished British states- 
men. Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more 
than ordinary native ability, became much interested 
in these speeches; his ambition was roused, and he 
was inspired with a strong desire to learn to read. 

He accordingly applied himself to the alphabet, and 


with the assistance of some of his fellow-workmen, 
learned his letters. He then called upon the gentle- 
man to borrow the book of speeches. The owner, 









pleased with his zeal, not only gave him the book, 
but assisted him in learning to combine the letters 
into words. Under such difficulties he pressed on- 
ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hours 
at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest 
and recreation to devote such time as he could to 
reading. 

He went to Tennessee in 1826, and located at 
Greenville, where he married a young lady who pos- 
sessed some education. Under her instructions he 
learned to write and cipher. He became prominent 
in the village debating society, and a favorite with 
the students of Greenville College. In 1828, he or- 
ganized a working man’s party, which elected him 
alderman, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which 
position he held three years. 

He now began to take a lively interest in political 
affairs ; identifying himself with the working-classes, 
to which he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a 
member of the House of Representatives of Tennes- 
see. He was then just twenty-seven years of age. 
He became a very active member of the legislature, 
gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in 
1840 “stumped the State,” advocating Martin Van 
Buren’s claims to the Presidency, in opposition to those 
of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much 
readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased 
his reputation. 

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he 
was elected a member of Congress, and by successive 
elections, held that important post for ten years. In 
1853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and 
was re-elected in 1855. In all these responsible posi- 
tions, he discharged his duties with distinguished abil. 
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ity, and proved himself the warm friend of the work- 
ing classes. In 1857, Mr. Johnson was elected 
United States Senator. 

Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated 
the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his 
reason, that he thought this annexation would prob- 
ably prove “to be the gateway out of which the sable 
sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom, 
and become merged in a population congenial to 
themselves.” In 1850, he also supported the com- 
promise measures, the two essential features of which 
were, that the white people of the Territories should 
be permitted to decide for themselves whether they 
would enslave the colored people or not, and that 
the free States of the North should return to the 
South persons who attempted to escape from slavery. 


Mr. Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly origin: 
on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that 
he owed his distinction to his own exertions. “Sir,” 
said he on the floor of the Senate, “I do not forget 
that I am a mechanic; neither do I forget that Adam 
was a tailor and sewed fig-leaves, and that our Sav- 
ior was the son of a carpenter.” 

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of 1860, he 
was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the 
Presidency. In 1861, when the purpose of the South- 
zm Democracy became apparent, he took a decided 
stand in favor of the Union, and held that “ slavery 
must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever 
cost.” He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly 
imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of 
Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the 
Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap- 
pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he 
established the most stringent military rule. His 
numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In 
1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United 
States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15, 
1865, became President. In a speech two days later 
he said, “The American people must be taught, if 
they do not already feel, that treason is a crime and 
must be punished; that the Government will not 
always bear with its enemies; that it is strong not 
only to protect, but to punish. * * The people 
must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of 
crimes, and will surely be punished.” Yet his whole 
administration, the history of which is so well known, 


Y was in utter inconsistency with, and the most violent 





opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech. 

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general 
amnesty, he was opposed by Congress; and he char- 
acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and lawlessly 
defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost. In 
the beginning of 1868, on account of “high crimes 
and misdemeanors,” the principal of which was the 
removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten- 
ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre- 
ferred against him, and the trial began March 23. 


It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three 
months. A test article of the impeachment was at 
length submitted to the court forits action. It was 
certain that as the court voted upon that article so 
would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices pronounced 
the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces- 
sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding’ the great majority against 
him. The change of one vote from the zof guilty 
side would have sustained the impeachment. 


The President, for the remainder of his term, was 
but little regarded. He continued, though impotently, 
his conflict with Congress. His own party did not 
think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi- 
dency. The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar- 
alleled since the days of Washington, around the name 
of Gen. Grant. Andrew Johnson was forgotten. 
The bullet of the assassin introduced him to the 
President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was 
there presented to a man a better opportunity to im- 
mortalize his name, and to win the gratitude of a 
nation. He failed utterly. He retired to his home 
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in 
politics until 1875. On Jan. 26, after an exciting 
struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con- 
gress, and took his seat in that body, at the special 
session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of 
March. Onthe 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President 
made a visit to his daughter’s home, near Carter 
Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was 
apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach- 
ing the residence of his child the following day, was 
stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious. 
He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at 
2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun- 
eral was attended at Geenville,on the 3d of August, 
with every demonstration of respect. 

















o> ~<e 














.as a scholar. 











EIGHTEENTH PRESIDENT. 87 









Oy 


2 






ZL) 


Soy Oy 







@l\y LYSSES S. GRANT, the 
El) eighteenth President of the 
United States, was born on 
the 29th of April, 1822, of 
Christian parents, in a humble 
~ home, at Point Pleasant, on the 
banks of the Ohio. Shortly after 
his father moved to George- 
town, Brown Co., O. In this re- 
mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses 
received a common-school edu- 
cation. At the age of seven- 
teen, in the year 1839, he entered 
the Military Academy at West 

| Point. Here he was regarded as a 
solid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of 
sturdy, honest character. He took respectable rank 
In June, 1843, he graduated, about the 
middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in- 
fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis- 
souri Territory. Two years he past in these dreary 
solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating 
Indians. 

The war with Mexico came. 
sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first 
battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here 
for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at 
Resaca de la Palma, his second battle. At the battle 
of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that 
he performed a signal service of daring and skillful 
horsemanship. His brigade had exhausted its am- 
munition. A messenger must be sent for more, along 
a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. Lieut. 
Grant, adopting an expedient learned of the Indians, 
grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one 
side of the anireal, ran the gauntlet in entire safety. 





Lieut. Grant was 














From Monterey he was sent, with the fourth infantry, 
to aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Cruz. In 
preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he 
was appointed quartermaster of hisregiment. Atthe | | 
battle of Molino del Rey, he was promoted to a || 
first lieutenancy, and was brevetted captain at Cha- | | 


pultepec. | 
At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re- | | 
| 
| 





turned with his regiment to New York, and was again 
sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The 
discovery of gold in California causing an immense 
tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt. 
Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in 
Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im- 
migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capt. 
Grant resigned his commission and returned to the 
States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva- 
tion of a small farm near St. Louis, Mo. He had but 
little skill as a farmer. Finding his toil not re- 
munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into 
the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga- 
lena, Ill. This was in the year 1860. As the tidings 
of the rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears 
of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said,— 
“Uncle Sam has educated me for the army; though 
I have served him through one war, I do not feel that 
I have yet repaid the debt. I am still ready to discharge 
my obligations. I shall therefore buckle on my sword 
and see Uncle Sam through this war too.” 

He went into the streets, raised a company of vol- 
unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield, 
the capital of the State, where their services were | _ 
offered to Goy. Yates. The Governor, impressed by | 
the zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt. 
Grant, gave him a desk in his office, to assist in the 
volunteer organization that was being formed in the 
State in behalf of the Government. On the 15th of 
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June, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as 
Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol- 
unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who 
had served for r5 years in the regular army, were such 
that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 
General and was placed in command at Cairo. The 
rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth 
of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap- 
peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant wasthere. The 
rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and 
stripes were unfurled in its stead. 

He entered the service with great determination 
and immediately began active duty. This was the be- 
ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond 
he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and 
effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur- 
prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry 
won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight 
at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the 
victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was 
immediately made a Major-General, and the military 
district of Tennessee was assigned to him. 

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how 
to secure the results of victory. He immediately 
pushed on to the enemies’ lines. Then came the 
terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the 
siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemberton made an 
unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty 
thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can- 
non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most 
severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered, 
and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf. 
Gen, Grant was next ordered to co-operate with 
Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro- 
ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from 
his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he 
was laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid 
of Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattanooga, and 
by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas- 
ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then 
followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout 
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels 
were routed with great loss. This won for him un- 
bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru- 
| ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant- 
aa and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant. 
| He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials 


1 and enter upon the duties of his new office, 
> 














Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge of 
the army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National 
troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal 
capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de- 
stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as- 
sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole 
continent seemed to tremble under the tramp of these 
majestic armies, rushing to the decisive™ battle field. 
Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains 
were burdened with closely packed thousands. His 
plans were comprehensive and involved a series of 
campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en- 
ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur- 
render of Lee, April 9, 1865. 

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The 
almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen. 
Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its sal- 
vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered 
the country brought him conspicuously forward as the 
Republican candidate for the Presidential chair. 

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago, 
May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the 
Presidency, and at the autumn election received a 
majority of the popular vote, and 214 out of 294 
electoral votes. 

The National Convention of the Republican party 
which met at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872, 
placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second term 
by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati- 
cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292 
electoral votes being cast for him. 

Soon after the close of his second term, Gen. Grant 
started upon his famous trip around the world. He 
visited almost every country of the civilized world, 
and was everywhere received with such ovations 
and demonstrations of respect and honor, private 
as well as public and official, as were never before 
bestowed upon any citizen of the United States. 


He was the most prominent candidate before the 
Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re- 
nomination for President. He went to New York and 
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm 
nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain, 
wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to 
the penitentiary. The General was attacked with 
cancer in the throat, but suffered in his stoic-like 
manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as 
General of the Army and retired by Congress. The 
cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23, 
1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of 
the illustrious General. 
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UTHERFORD B, HAYES, 
the nineteenth President of 
the United States, was born in 
Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 1822, al- 
most three months after the 
death of his father, Rutherford 
Hayes. His ancestry on both 
the paternal and maternal sides, 
Y)ea\e7] was of the most honorable char- 
9, al, acter. It can be traced, itis said, 


fa 
Hs) 










+A 
“4 as farback as 1280, when Hayes and 


Rutherford were two Scottish chief- 
tains, fighting side by side with 
iY Baliol, William Wallace and Robert 

Bruce. Both families belonged to the 
y nobility, owned extensive estates, 
and had a large following. Misfor- 
tune overtaking the family, George Hayes left Scot- 
land in 1680, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son 
George was born in Windsor, and remained there 
during his life. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar- 
ried Sarah Lee, and lived from the time of his mar- 
riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel, 
son of Daniel, was born in 1724, and was a manufac- 
turer of scythes at Bradford, Conn. Rutherford Hayes, 
son of Ezekiel and grandfather of President Hayes, was 
born in New Haven, in August, 1756. He was a farmer, 
blacksmith and tavern-keeper. He emigrated to 
Vermont at an unknown date, settling in Brattleboro, 
where he established a hotel. Here his son Ruth- 
erford Hayes. the father of President Hayes, was 














born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia 
Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi- 
grated thither from Connecticut, they having been 
among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich. 
Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to 
1635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders 
of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers 
in the Revolutionary War. 

The father of President Hayes was an industrious, 
frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me. 
chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock- 
ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to 
undertake. He was a member of the Church, active 
in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con- 
ducted his business on Christian principles. After 
the close of the war of 1812, for reasons inexplicable 
to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio. 

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day, 
when there were no canals, steamers, nor railways, 
was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was 
first made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter- 
mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived 
in 1817. He died July 22, 1822, a victim of malarial 
fever, less than three months before the birth of the 
son, of whom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be- 
reavement, found the support she so much needed in 
her brother Sardis, who had been a member of the 
household from the day of its departure from Ver~ 
mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted 
some time before as an act of charity. 

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the 
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he 
was not expected to live beyond a month or two at 
most. As the months went by he grew weaker and 
weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in- 
quiring from time to time “if Mrs. Hayes’ baby died 
last night.” On one occasion a neighbor, who was on 
familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the 
boy’s big head, and the mother’s assiduous care of 
him, said in a bantering way, “‘That’s right! Stick to 
him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn't 
wonder if he would really come to something yet.” 

“Vou need not laugh,” said Mrs. Hayes. ‘‘ You 
wait and see. You can’t tell but I shall make him 
President of the United States yet.” The boy lived, 
in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy 
death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was 
drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his 
mother. 

The boy was seven years old before he went to 
school. His education, however, was not neglected. 
He probably learned as much from his mother and 
sister as he would have done at school. His sports 
were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being 
his sister and her associates. These circumstances 
tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of dispo- 
sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings 


- of others, which are marked traits of his character. 


His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest 
in his education; and as the boy’s health had im- 
proved, and he was making good progress in his 
studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre- 
naration commenced with a tutor at home; but he 
was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the 
Wesleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en- 
tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of sixteen, 
and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842. 

Immediately after his graduation he began the 
study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow, Esq., 
in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in 
Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter 
the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re- 
mained two years. 

In 1845, after graduating at the Law School, he was 
admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly 
afterward went into practice as ‘an attorney-at-law 
with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re- 
mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice, 
and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro- 
fession. 

In 1849 he moved to Cincinnati, where his ambi- 
tion found a new stimulus. For several years, how- 
ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at 
this period, had a powerful influence upon his subse- 
quent life. One of these was his marrage with Miss 
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of 
Chilicothe; the other was his introduction to the Cin- 
cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its 


members such men as“hief Justice Salmon P. Chase, 





Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many 
others, hardly less distinguished in after life. The 
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as 
everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our 
Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced 
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did 
more than she to reflect honor upon American woman- 
hood. The Literary Cluv brought Mr. Hayes into 
constant association with young men of high char- 
acter and noble aims, and lured him to display the ~- 
qualities so long hidden by his bashfulness and 
modesty. 

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judge of 
the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ac- 
cept the nomination. Two years later, the office of 
city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Council 
elected him for the unexpired term. ; 

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was at 
the zenith of his professional life. His rank at the 
bar was among the the first. But the news of the 
attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take up 
arms for the defense of his country. 

His military record was bright and illustrious. In 
October, 1861, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
in August, 1862, promoted Colonel of the 79th Ohio 
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades 
and go among strangers. Subsequently, however, he 
was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle 
of South Mountain he received a wound, and while 
faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude 
that won admiration from all. 

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after 
his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed 
in command of the celebrated Kanawha division, 
and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles 
of Winchester, Fisher’s Hill and Cedar Creek, he was 
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted 
Major-General, “for gallant and distinguished services 
during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia.” In 
the course of his arduous services, four horses were 
shot from under him, and he was wounded four times. 

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from 
the Second Ohio District, which had long been Dem- 
ocratic. He was not present during the campaign, 
and after his election was importuned to resign his 
commission in the army; but he finally declared, “I 
shall never come to Washington until I can come by 
the way of Richmond.” He was re-elected in 1866. 

In 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio, 
over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat. 
In 1869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton. 
He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875. 

In 1876 he was the standard bearer of the Repub- 
lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a 
hard long contest was chosen President, and was in 
augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his 
full term, not, however, with satisfaction to his party, 
but his administration was an average ons 
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ANY AMES A. GARFIELD, twen- 
KG1@_ tieth President of the United 
States, was born Nov. 19, 
1831, in the woods of Orange, 






olesas= Cuyahoga Co., O His par- 
“Gee ents were Abram and Eliza 
1s Yo (Ballou) Garfield, both of New 


England ancestry and from fami- 
vA\@) lies well known in the early his- 
[ {®\, tory of that section of our coun- 


try, but had moved to the Western 
Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle- 


ment. 
G The house in which James A. was 
born was not unlike the houses of 
{poor Ohio farmers of that day. It 
was about 20x 30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be- 
tween the logs filled with clay. His father was a 
hard working farmer, and he soon had his fields 
cleared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built. 
The household comprised the father and mother and 
their four children—Mehetabel, Thomas, Mary and 
James. In May, 1823, the father, from a cold con- 
tracted in helping to put out'a forest fire, died. At 
this time James was about eighteen months old, and 
Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can 
tell how much James was indetted to his brother's 
toil and self-sacrifice during the twenty years suc- 
ceeding his father’s death, but undoubtedly very 
much, He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis- 
ters live in Solon, O., near their birthplace. 

The early educational advantages young Garfield 
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of 
them. He labored at farm work for others, did car- 
penter work, chopped wood, or did anything that 
would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed 
mother in her struggles to keep the little family to- 
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Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his 


gether. 
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug- 
gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they 
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor, 
the humblest fiiend of his boyhood was as kindly 


greeted as ever. The poorest laborer was sure of the 
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness 
of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the 
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain, 
modest gentleman. 

The highest ambition of young Garfield until he 
was about sixteen years old was to be a captain of 
a vessel on Lake Erie. He was anxious to go aboard 
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She 
finally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the 
understanding, however, that he should try to obtain 
some other kind of employment. He walked all the 
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city. 
After making many applications for work, and trying 
to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with 
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos 
Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. Here- 
mained at this work but a short time when he went 
home, and attended the seminary at Chester for 
about three years, when he entered Hiram and the 
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in 
the. meantime, and doing other work. This school 
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of 
which church he was then a member. He became 
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way. 
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soon 
“exhausted Hiram” and needed more; hence, in the 
fall of 185.4, he entered Williams College, from which 
he graduated in 1856, taking one of the highest hon- 
ors of his class. He afterwards returned to Hiram 
College as its President. As above stated, he early 
united with the Christian or Diciples Church at 
Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem- 
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where 
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of 
Yale College, says of him in reference to his religion: 
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“President Garfield was more than a man of 
strong moral and religious convictions. His whole 
history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to 
man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and 
faith and spiritual commission were controlling springs 
of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In 
my judgment there is no more interesting feature of 
his character than his loyal allegiance to the body of 
Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent 
sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian 
communion. Not many of the few ‘wise and mighty 
and noble who are called’ show a similar loyalty to 
the less stately and cultured Christian communions 
in which they have been reared. Too often itis true 
that as they step upward in social and political sig- 
nificance they step upward from one degree to 
another in some of the many types of fashionable 
Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the 
church of his mother, the church in which he was 
trained, and in which he served asa pillar and an 
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec- 
tarian charity for all ‘who love our Lord in sincerity.’” 

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage with Miss 
Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. 11, 1858, who proved herself 
worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and 
mourned. ‘To them were born seven children, five of 
whom are still living, four boys and one girl. 

Mr. Garfield made his first politicalspeeches in 1856, 
in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three 
years later he began to speak at county mass-meet- 
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he 
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio 
Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland, 
andin 1861 was admitted to the bar. The great 
Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year, 
and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had 
talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re- 
ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel of the Forty- 
second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug. 
14, 1861. He was immediately put into active ser- 
vice, and before he had ever seen a gun fired in action, 
was placed in command of four regiments of infantry 
and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the 
work of driving out of his native State the officer 
(Humphrey Marshall) reputed to be the ablest of 
those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given 
to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed- 
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres- 
ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him 
Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as “he had 
been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years 
before, so now he was the youngest General in the 
army.” He was with Gen. Buell’s army at Shiloh, 
in its operations around Corinth and its march through 
Alabama. He was then detailed as a memberof the 
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen, Fitz-John 
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose- 


crans, and was assigned to the “ Chief of Staff.” 
\ The military history of Gen. Garfield closed with 





his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he won 
the stars of the Major-General. 

Without an effort on his part Gen. Garfield was 
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862 from the 
Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio 
had been represented. in Congress for sixty years 
mainly by two men—Elisha Whittlesey and Joshua 
R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that he 
resigned his place in the army. At the time heen- 
tered Congress he was the youngest member in that 
body. There he remained by successive re- 
elections until he was elected President in 1880. 
Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says: “Since 
the year 1864 you cannot think of a question which 
has been debated in Congress, or discussed before a 
tribunel of the American people, in regard to which 
you will not find, if you wish instruction, the argu- 
ment on one side stated, in almost every instance 
better than by anybody else, in some speech made in 
the House of Representatives or on the hustings by 
Mr. Garfield.” 

Upon Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elected to 
the U. S. Senate, and on ‘the eighth of June, of the 
same year, was nominated as the candidate of his 
party for President at the great Chicago Convention. 
He was elected in the following November, and on 
March 4, 1881, was inaugurated. Probably no ad- 
ministration ever opened its existence under brighter 
auspices than that of President Garfield, and every 
day it grew in favor with the people, and by the first 
of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre- 
liminary work of his administration and was prepar- 
ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams 
College. While on his way and at the depot, in com- 
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind 
him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back. 
The President tottered and fell, and as he did so the 
assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the 
left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no further 
injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was 
“the shot that was heard round the world” Never 
before in the history of the Nation had anything oc- 
curred which so nearly froze the blood of the people 
for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit- 
ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and 
was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty 
days, all during the hot months of July and August, 
he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained 
master of himself till the last, and by his magnificent 
bearing was teaching the country and the world the 
noblest of human lessons—how to live grandly in the 
very clutch of death. Great in life, he was surpass- 
ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept. 
19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J.,on the very bank of the 
ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The 
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the 
death of any other man who had ever lived upon it. 
The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe- 
cuted, in one year after he committed the foul deed. 
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: F Franklin Cour ty, Vermont, on 
z fo the fifthof Od ober, 1830, andis 
ISD) the oldest of a family of two 


CAND 
=) sons and five daughters. His 
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father was the Rev. Dr. William 
Arthur, a Baptist O~rgyman, whe 
emigrated to th’s country from 
the county Antsim, Ireland, in 
his 18th year, and died in 1875, in 
Newtonville, nea’ Albany, after a 
long and successful ministry. 
Young Arthur was educated at 
Union College, Schenectady, where 
he excelled in all his studies. Af- 
ter his graduation he taught school 
in Vermont for two years, and at 
2 the expiration of that time came to 
New York, with $500 in his pocket, 
and entered the office of ex-Judge 
E. D. Culver as_ student. 
|" being admitted to the bar he formed 
a partnership with his intimate friend and room-mate, 
Henry D. Gardiner, with the intention of practicing 
in the West, and for three months they roamed about 
in the Western States in search of an eligible site, 
but in the end returned to New York, where they 
hung out their shingle, and entered upon a success- 
ful career almost from the start. General Arthur 
soon afterward married the daughter of Lieutenant 
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Herndon, of the United States Navy, who was lost at 
sea. Congress voted a gold medal to his widow in 
recognition of the bravery he displayed on that occa- 
sion. Mrs. Arthur died shortly before Mr. Arthur’s 
nomination to the Vice Presidency, leaving two 
children. 

Gen. Arthur obtained considerable legal celebrity 
in his first great case, the famous Lemmon suit, 
brought to recover possession of eight slaves who had 
been declared free by Judge Paine, of the Superior 
Court of New York City. It wasin 1852 that Jon, 
athan Lemmon, of Virginia, went to New York with 
his slaves, intending to ship them to Texas, when 
they were discovered and freed. The Judge decided 
that they could not be held by the owner under the 
Fugitive Slave Law. A howl of rage went up from 
the South, and the Virginia Legislature authorized the 
Attorney General of that State to assist in an appeal. 
Wm. M. Evarts and Chester A. Arthur were employed 
to represent the People, and they won their case, 
which then went to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. Charles O’Conor here espoused the cause 
of the slave-holders, but he too was beaten by Messrs. 
Evarts and Arthur, and a long step was taken toward 
the emancipation of the black race. 

Another great service was rendered by General 
Arthur in the same cause in 1856. Lizzie Jennings, 
a respectable colored woman, was put off a Fourth 
Avenue car with violence after she had paid her fare. 
General Arthur sued on her behalf, and secured a 
verdict of $500 damages. The next day the compa- 
ny issued an order to admit colored persons to ride 
on their cars, and the other car companies quickly 
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followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave- 
nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per- 
sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all. 

General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention 
at Saratoga that founded the Republican party. 
Previous to the war he was Judge-Advocate of the 
Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov- 
ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer- 
in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec- 
tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas- 
ter-General. In each of these offices he rendered 
great service to the Government during the war. At 
the end of Governor Morgan’s term he resumed the 
practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr. 
Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney 
of New York, was added to the firm. The legal prac- 
tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra- 
tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able 
lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if 
not indeed one of national extent. 

He always took a leading part in State and city 
politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of 
New York by President Grant, Noy. 21 1872, to suc- 
ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July, 
20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt. 

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential 
ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the famous 
National Republican Convention held at Chicago in 
June, 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political 
convention that ever assembled on thecontinent. It 
was composed of the leading politicians of the Re- 
publican party, all able men, and each stood firm and 
fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their 
respective candidates that were before the conven- 
tion for the nomination. Finally Gen. Garfield re- 
ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur 
for Vice-President. The campaign which followed 
was one of the most animated known in the history of 
our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of 
the Democratic party, was a popular man, and his 
party made a valiant fight for his election. 

Finally the election came and the country’s choice 
was Garfield and Arthur. They were inaugurated 
March 4, 1881, as President and Vice-President. 
A few months only had passed ere the newly chosen 
President was the victim of the assassin’s bullet. Then 
came terrible weeks of suffering,—those moments of 
anxious suspense, wher. the hearts of all civilized na- 





tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the re- 
covery of the noble, the good President. The remark- 
able patience that he manifested during those hours 
and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf- 
fering man has often been called upon to endure, was 
seemingly more than human. It was certainly God- 
like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr. 
Arthur's every move was watched, and be it said to his 
credit that-his every action displayed only an earnest 
desire that the suffering Garfield might recover, to 
serve the remainder of the term he had so auspi- 
ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested 


in deed or look of this man, even though the most. 


honored position in the world was at any moment 
likely to fall to him. 


At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar- 
field from further suffering, and the world, as never 
before in its history over the death of any other 
man, wept at his bier. Thenit became the duty of 
the Vice President to assume the responsibilities of 
the high office, and he took the oath in New York, 
Sept. 20, 1881. The position was an embarrassing 
one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all 
eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do, 
what policy he would pursue, and who he would se- 
lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been 
greatly neglected during the President’s long illness, 
and many important measures were to be immediately 
decided by him; and still farther to embarrass him he 
did not fail to realize under what circumstances he 
became President, and knew the feelings of many on 
this point. Under these trying circumstances President 
Arthur took the reins of the Government in his own 
hands; and, as embarrassing as were the condition of 
affairs, he happily surprised the nation, acting so 
wisely that but few criticised his administration. 
He served the nation well and faithfully, until the 
close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was 
a popular candidate before his party for a second 
term. His name was ably presented before the con- 
vention at Chicago, and was received with great 
favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity 
of one of the opposing candidates, he would have 
been selected as the standard-bearer of his party 
for.another campaign. He retired to private life car- 
rying with him the best wishes of the American peo- 
ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactory 
to them and with credit to himself. 
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TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE- 
LAND, the twenty-second Pres- 
ident of the United States, was 
born in 1837, in the obscure 
town of Caldwell, Essex Co., 
N. J., and in a little two-and-a- 

half-story white house which is still 

standing, characteristically to mark 
the humble birth-place of one of 

America’s great men in striking con- 

trast. with the Old World, where all 

men high in office must be high in 
origin and born in the cradle of 
wealth. When the subject of this 
sketch was three years of age, his 
father, who was a Presbyterian min- 
ister, with a large family and a small salary, moved, 
by way of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to 

Fayetteville, in search of an increased income and a 

larger field of work. Fayetteville was then the most 

straggling of country villages, about five miles from 

Pompey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born. 

At the last mentioned place young Grover com- 
menced going to school in the “ good, old-fashioned 
way,” and presumably distinguished himself after the 
manner of all village boys, in doing the things he 
ought not todo. Such is the distinguishing trait of 
all geniuses and independent thinkers. When he 
arrived at the age of 14 years, he had outgrown the 
capacity of the village school and expressed a most 
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emphatic desire to be sent to an academy. To this 
his father decidedly objected. Academies in those 
days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to 
become self-supporting by the quickest possible 
means, and this at that time in Fayetteville seemed 
to be a position in a country store, where his father 
and the large family on his hands had considerable 
influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services 
the first year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to 
receive $100 the second year. Here the lad com- 
menced his career as salesman, and in two years he 
had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness 
that his employers desired to retain him for an in- 
definite length of time. Otherwise he did not ex- 
hibit as yet any particular “ flashes of genius” or 
eccentricities of talent. He was simply a good-boy. 


But instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette- 
ville, he went with the family in their removal to 
Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a 
high school. Here he industriously pursued his 
studies until the family removed with him to a point 
on Black River known as the “ Holland Patent,” a 
village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Utica, 
N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching 
but three Sundays. This event broke up the family, 
and Grover set out for New York City to accept, at a 
small salary, the position of “under-teacher” in an | | 
asylum for the blind. He taught faithfully for two | 
years, and although he obtained a good reputation in | 
this capacity, he concluded that teaching was not his 
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order, 
he left the city to seek his fortune, instead of going 
toacity. He first thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as 
thére was some charm in that name for him; but 
before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to 
ask the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted 
stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not 
speak enthusiastically. ‘‘ What is 1t you want to do, 
my boy?” he asked. “ Well, sir, I want to study 
law,” was the reply. “Good gracious!” remarked 
the old gentleman; “do you, indeed? What ever put 
that into your head? How much money have you 
got?” “Well, sir, to tell the truth, I haven’t got 
any.” 

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a 
place temporarily as assistant herd-keeper, at $50 a 
year, while ire could “look around.” One day soon 
afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers, 
Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told them what he 
wanied. A numberof young men were already en- 
gaged in the office, but Grover’s persistency won, and 
he was finally permitted to come as an office boy and 
have the use of the law library, for the nominal sum 
of $3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for 
his board and washing. The walk to and from his 
uncle’s was a long and rugged one; and, although 
the first winter was a memorably severe one, his 
shoes were out of repair and his overcoat—he had 
none—yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular. 
On the first day of his service here, his senior em- 
ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him 
with a bang that made the dust fly, saying “That’s 
where they all begin.” A titter ran around the little 
circle of clerks and students, as they thought that 
was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans; 
but in due time he mastered that cumbersome volume. 
Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland 
exhibited a talent for executiveness rather than for 
chasing principles through all their metaphysical 
possibilities. “ Let us quit talking and go and do 
it,” was practically his motto. 

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was 
elected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co. N. Y., in 
which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell 
to his duty to inflict capital punishment upon two 
criminals. In 1881 he was elected Mayor of the 
City of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es- 
_& pecial reference to the bringing about certain reforms 








in the administration of the municipal affairs of that 
city. In this office, as well as that of Sheriff, his 
performance of duty has generally been considered 
fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer- 
reted out and magnified during the last Presidential 
campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in 
a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning contract: “This is a time for 
plain speech, and my objection to your action shall 
be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of 
a mos’ bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme 
to betray the interests of the people and to worse 
than squander the people’s money.” The New York 
Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve- 
land’s administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there- 
upon recommended him for Governor of the Empire 
State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882, 
and his administration of the affairs of State was 
generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if 
any, were made very public throughout the nation 
after he was nominated for President of the United 
States. For this high office he was nominated July 
11, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at 
Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F. 
Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he 
was elected by the people, by a majority of about a 
thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub- 
lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve- 
land resigned his office as Governor of New York in 
January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as 
the Chief Executive of the United States, in which 
capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th of 
March, 1885. For his Cabinet officers he selected 
the following gentlemen: For Secretary of State, 
Thomas F. Bayard, of Delaware; Secretary of the 
Treasury, Daniel Manning, of New York; Secretary 
of War, William C. Endicott, of Massachusetts ; 
Secretary of the Navy, William C. Whitney, of New 
York; Secretary of the Interior, L. Q. C. Lamar, of 
Mississippi; Postmaster-General, William F. Vilas, 
of Wisconsin; Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, of 
Arkansas. 


The silver question precipitated a controversy be- 


tween those who were in favor of the continuance of 


silver coinage and those who were opposed, Mr. 
Cleveland answering for the latter, even before his 
inauguration. 
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HADRACH BOND, the first 
Governor of Illinois after its 
organization as a State, serving 
from 1818 to 1822, was born in 
Frederick County, Maryland, 
in the year 1773, and was 
raised a farmer on his father’s 
plantation, receiving only a plain 
English education. He emigrated 
to this State in 1794, when it was a 
part of the “Northwest Territory,” 
continuing in the vocation in which 
he had been brought up in his native 
State, in the “New Design,” near 
Eagle Creek, in what is now Monroe 
County. He served several terms as 
a member of the General Assembly 
of Indiana Territory, after it was organized as such, 
and in 1812-14 he was a Delegate tv the Twelfth 
and Thirteenth Congresses, taking his seat Dec. 3, 
1812, and serving until Oct. 3, 1814. These were 
the times, the reader will recollect, when this Gov- 
ernment had its last struggle with Great Britain. 
The year r8r2 is also noted in the history of this 
State as that in which the first Territorial Legislature 
was held. It convened at Kaskaskia, Nov. 25, and 
adjourned Dec. 26, following. 

While serving as Delegate to Congress, Mr. Bond 
was instrumental in procuring the right of pre-emp- 
tion on the public domain. On the expiration of his 
term at Washington he was appointed Receiver of 
Public Moneys at Kaskaskia, then the capital of the 
Territory. In company with John G. Comyges, 
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Thomas H. Harris, Charles Slade, Michael Jones, 
Warren Brown, Edward Humphries and Charles W. 
Hunter, he became a proprietor of the site of the 
initial city of Cairo, which they hoped, from its fayor- 
able location at the junction of the two great 
rivers near the center of the Great West, would 
rapidly develop into a metropolis. To aid the enter- 
prise, they obtained a-special charter from the Legis- 
lature, incorporating both the City and the Bank of 
Cairo. 

In 1818 Mr. Bond was elected the first Governor 
of the State of Illinois, being inaugurated Oct. 6, 
that year, which was several weeks before Illinois 
was actually admitted. The facts are these: In 
January, 1818, the Territorial Legislature sent a peti- 
tion to Congress for the admission of Illinois as a 
State, Nathaniel Pope being then Delegate. The 
petition was granted, fixing the northern line of the 
State on the latitude of the southern extremity of 
Lake Michigan; but the bill was afterward so amend- 
ed as to extend this line to its present latitude. In 
July a convention was called at Kaskaskia to draft a 
constitution, which, however, was not submitted to 
the people. By its provisions, supreme judges, pros- 
ecuting attorneys, county and circuit judges, record- 
ers and justices of the peace were all to be appointed 
by the Governor or elected by the Legislature. This 
constitution was accepted by Congress Dec. 30. At 
that time Illinois comprised but eleven counties, 
namely, Randolph, Madison, Gallatin, Johnson, 
Pope, Jackson, Crawford, Bond, Union, Washington 
and Franklin, the northern portion of the State be- 
ing mainly in Madison County. Thus it appears 
that Mr. Bond was honored by the naming of a 
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county before he was elected Governcr, The present 
county of Bond is of small limitations, about 60 to 80 
miles south of Springfield. For Lieutenant Governor 
the people chose Pierre Menard, a prominent and 
worthy Frenchman, after whom a county in this State 
is named. In this election there were no opposition 
candidates, as the popularity of these men had made 
their promotion to the chief offices of the Siate, even 
before the constitution was drafted, a foregone con- 
clusion. 


The principal points that excited the people in 
reference to political issues at this period were local 
or “internal improvements,” as they were called, 
State banks, location of the capital, slavery and the 
personal characteristics of the proposed candidates. 
Mr. Bond represented the ‘‘ Convention party,” for 
introducing slavery into the State, supported by Elias 
Kent Kane, his Secretary of State, and John Mc- 
Lean, while Nathaniel Pope and John P. Cook led 
the anti-slavery element. The people, however, did 
not become very much excited over this issue until 
1820, when the fim>us Missouri Compromise was 
adopted by Congress, limiting slavery to the south 
of the parallel of 36° 30’ except in Missouri. While 
this measure settled the great slavery controversy, 
so far as the average public sentiment was tempor- 
arily concerned, until 1854, when it was repealed 
under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas, the issue 
as considered locally in this State was not decided 
until 1824, after a most furious campaign. (See 
sketch of Gov. Coles.) The ticket of 1818 was a 
compromise one, Bond representing (moderately) the 
pro-slavery sentiment and Menard the anti-slavery. 


An awkward element in the State government 
under Gov. Bond’s administration, was the imperfec- 
tion of the State constitution. The Convention 
wished to have Elijah C. Berry for the first Auditor 
of Public Accounts, but, as it was believed that the 
new Governor would not appoint him to the office, 
the Convention declared in a schedule that “an 
auditor of public accounts, an attorney general and 
such other officers of the State as may be necessary, 
may be appointed by the General Assembly.” -The 
Constitution, as it stood, vested a very large appoint- 
ing power in the Governor; but for the purpose of 
getting one man into office, a total change was made, 
and the power vested in the Legislature. Of this 
provision the Legislature took advantage, and de- 





clared that State’s attorneys, canal commissioners, 
bank directors, etc., were all “ officers of the State” 
and must therefore be appointed by itself independ- 
ently of the Governor. 

During Gov. Bond’s administration a general law 
was passed for the incorporation of academies and 
towns, and one authorizing lotteries. The session of 
1822 authorized the Governor to appoint commis- 
sioners, to act in conjunction with like commissioners 
appointed by the State of Indiana, to report on the 
practicability and expediency of improving the navi- 
gation of the Wabash River; also inland navigation 
generally. Many improvements were recommended, 
some of which have been feebly worked at even till 
the present day, those along the Wabash being of no 
value. Also, during Gov. Bond’s term of office, the 
capital of the State was removed from Kaskaskia to 
Vandalia. In 1820 a law was passed by Congress 
authorizing this State to open a canal through the 
public lands. The State appointed commissioners 
1o explore the route and prepare the necessary sur- 
veys and estimates, preparatory to its execution; 
but, being unable out of its own resources to defray 
the expenses of the undertaking, it was abandoned 
until some time after Congress made the grant of 
land for the purpose of its construction. 

On the whole, Gov. Bond’s administration was 
fairly good, not being open to severe criticism from 
any party. In 1824, two years after the expiration 
of his term of office, he was brought out as a candi- 
date for Congress against the formidable John P. 
Cook, but received only 4,374 votes to 7,460 for the 
latter. Gov. Bond was no orator, but had made 
many fast friends by a judicious bestowment of his 
gubernatorial patronage, and these worked zealously 
for him in the campaigh. 

In 1827 ex-Gov. Bond was appointed by the Leg- 
islature, with Wm. P. McKee and Dr. Gershom 
Jayne, as Commissioners to locate a site for a peni- 
tentiary on the Mississippi at or near Alton. 

Mr. Bond was of a benevolent and convivial dis- 
position, a man of shrewd observation and clear ap- 
preciation of events. His person was erect, stand- 
ing six feet in height, and after middle life became 
portly, weighing 200 pounds. His features were 
strongly masculine, complexion dark, hair jet and 
eyes hazel; was a favorite with the ladies. He died 
April 11, 1830, in peace and contentment. 
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DWARD COLES, second 
Governor of Illinois, 1823- 
6, was born Dec. 15, 1786, 
in Albemarle Co., Va., on 
the old family estate called 
“Enniscorthy,” on the 
Green Mountain. His fath- 
er, John Coles, was a Colonel in the 
Revolutionary War. Having been fit- 
ted for college by private tutors, he 
was sent to Hampden Sidney, where 
he remained until the autumn of 1805, 
when he was removed to William and 
Mary College, at Williamsburg, Va. 
2 This college he left in the summer of 
1807, a short time before the final and graduating 
examination. Among his classmates were Lieut. 
Gen. Scott, President John Tyler, Wm. S. Archer, 
United States Senator from Virginia, and Justice 
Baldwin, of the United States Supreme Court. The 
President of the latter college, Bishop Madison, was 
a cousin of President James Madison, and that cir- 
cumstance was the occasion of Mr. Coles becoming 
personally acquainted with the President and re- 
ceiving a position as his private secretary, 1809-15. 

The family of Coles was a prominent one in Vir- 
ginia, and their mansion was the seat of the old- 
fashioned Virginian hospitality. It was visited by 
such notables as Patrick Henry, Jefferson, Madison, 
Monroe, the Randolphs, Tazewell, Wirt, etc. Atthe 
age of 23, young Coles found himself heir to a plant- 
ation and a considerable number of slaves. Ever 
since his earlier college days his attention had been 
drawn to the question of slavery. He read every- 











thing on the subject that came in his way, and 
listened to lectures on the rights of man. The more 
he reflected upon the subject, the more impossible 
was it for him to reconcile the immortal declaration 
“that all men are born free and equal” with the 
practice of slave-holding. He resoived, therefore, to 
free his slaves the first opportunity, and even remove 
his residence to a free State. One reason which de- 
termined him to accept the appointment as private 
secretary to Mr. Madison was because he believed 
that through the acquaintances he could make at 
Washington he could better determine.in what part 
of the non-slaveholding portion of the Union he would 
prefer to settle. 

The relations between Mr. Coles and President 
Madison, as well as Jefferson and other distinguished 
men, were of a very friendly character, arising from 
the similarity of their views on the question of slavery 
and their sympathy for each other in holding doc- 
trines so much at variance with the, prevailing senti- 
ment in their own State. 


In 1857, he resigned his secretaryship and spent a 
portion of the following autumn in exploring the 
Northwest Territory, for the purpose of finding a lo- 
cation and purchasing lands on which to settle his 
negroes. He traveled with a horse and buggy, with 
an extra man and horse for emergencies, through 
many parts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri, 
determining finally to settle in Illinois. At this time, 
however, a misunderstanding arose between our 
Government and Russia, and Mr. Coles was selected 
to repair to St. Petersburg on a special mission, bear- 
ing important papers concerning the matter at issue. 
The result was a conviction of the Emperor (Alex- 
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ander) of the error committed by his minister at 
Washington, and the consequent withdrawal of the 
the latter from the post. Onhis return, Mr. Coles 
visited other parts of Europe, especially Paris, where 
he was introduced to Gen. Lafayette. 

In the spring of 1819, he removed with all his 
negroes from Virginia to Edwardsville, Ill., with the 
intention of giving them their liberty. He did not 
make known to them his intention until one beautiful 
morning in April, as they were descending the Ohio 
River. He lashed all the boats together and called 
all the negroes on déck and made them a short ad- 
dress, concluding his remarks by so expressing him- 
. self that by a turn of a sentence he proclaimed in 
the shortest-and fullest manner that they were no 
longer slaves, but free as he was and were at liberty 
to proceed with him or go ashore “at their pleas- 
ure. A description of the effect upon the negroes is 
best described in his.own language : 

“The effect upon them was electrical. They stared 
at me and then at edch other, asif doubting the ac- 
curacy or reality of what they heard. In breathless 
silence they stood before me, unable to utter a word, 
but with countenancé3 beaming with expression which 
no words could convey, and which no language 
can describe. As they began to see the truth of 
what they had heard, and realize their situation, there 
came on a kind of hysterical, giggling laugh. After 
a pause of intense and unutterable emotion, bathed 
in tears, and with tremulous voices, they gave vent to 
their gratitude and aie the blessing of God 
on me. 

Before landing he gave them a general certificate 
of freedom, and afterward conformed more particu~ 
larly with the law of this State requiring that each 
individual should have a certificate. This act of 
Mr. Coles, all the more noble and heroic considering 
the overwhelming pro-slavery influences surrounding 
him, has challenged the admiration of every philan- 
thropist of inodern times. 


March 5, 1819, President Monroe appointed Mr. 
Coles Registrar of the Land Office at Edwardsvil.e 
at that time one of the principal land offices in the 
State. While acting in this capacity and gaining 
many friends by his politeness and general intelli- 
gence, the greatest struggle that ever occurred in 
[llinois on the slavery ques ion culminated in the 
furious contest characterizing the campaigns and 
elections of 1822-4. In the summer of 1823, when a 
tiew Governor was to be elected to succeed Mr. 
Bond, the pro-slavery element divided into factions, 
putting forward for the executive office Joseph 
Phillips, Chief Justice of the State, Thomas C. 
Browne and Gen. James B. Moore, of the State Mil- 
itia. The anti-slavery element united upon Mr. 
Coles, and, after one of the most bitter campaigns, 
succeeded in electing him as Governor. His plural- 


. m4 ity over Judge Phillips was only 59 in a total vote of 





over 8,000. The Lieutenant Governor was elected 
by the slavery men. Mr. Coles’ inauguration speech 
was marked by calmness, deliberation and such a 
wise expression of appropriate suggestions as to 
elicit the sanction of all judicious politicians. But 
he compromised not with evil. In his message to 
the Legislature, the seat of Government being then 
at Vandalia, he strongly urged the abrogation of the 
modified form of slavery which then existed in this 
State, contrary to thé Ordinance of 1787. His posi- 
tion on this subject seems the more remarkable, when 
it is considered that he was a minority Governor, the 

population of Illinois being at that time almost ex- 
clusively from slave-holding States and by a large 
majority in favor of the perpetuation of that old relic 
of barbarism. The Legislature itself was, of course, 
a reflex of the popular sentiment, and a majority of 
them were led on by fiery men in denunciations of 
the conscientious Governor, and in curses Joud and 
deep upon him and all his friends. Some of the 
public men, indeed, went so far as to head a sort of 
mob, or “ shiveree” party, who visited the residence 
of the Governor and’others at Vandalia and yelled 
and groaned and spat fire. 

The Constitution, not establishing or permitting 
slavery in this State,:was thought therefore to be 
defective by the slavery politicians, and they desired 
a State Convention to be elected, to devise and sub- 
mit a new Constitution; and the dominant politics 
of the day was “Convention” and “anti-Conven- 
tion.” Both parties issued addresses to the people, 
Gov. Coles himself being the author of the address 
published by the latter party. This address revealed 
the schemes of the conspirators in a masterly man- 
ner. It is difficult for us at this distant day to esti- 
mate the critical and extremely delicate situation in 
which the Governor was placed at that time. 

Our hero maintained:himself honorably and with 
supreme dignity throughout his administration, and 
in his honor a county in this State is named. He 
was truly a great man, and those who lived in 
this State during his ‘sojourn here, like those who 
live at the base of the mountain, were too near to see 
and recognize the greatness that overshadowed them. 


Mr. Coles was married Nov. 28, 1833, by Bishop 
De Lancey, to Miss Sally Logan Roberts, a daughter 
of Hugh Roberts, a déscendant of Welsh ancestry, 
who cam2 to this country with Wm. Penn in 1682. 


After the expiration of his-term of service, Gov. 
Coles continued his residence in Edwardsville, sup- 
erintending his farm in the vicinity. He was fond 
of agriculture, and was the founder of the first agri- 
cultural society in the State. On account of ill 
health, however, and having no family to tie him 
down, he spent much of his time in Eastern cities. 
About 1832 he changed his residence to Philadel- 
phia, where he died July 7, 1868, and is buried at 
Woodland, near that city. 
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INIAN EDWARDS, Governor 
from 1827 to 1830, was a son 
> of Benjamin Edwards, and 
was -born in Montgomery 
County, Maryland, in March, 
His domestic train- 
“ ing was well fitted to give 

his mind strength, firimness and 
honorable’ principles, and a good 
foundation was laid forthe elevated 
character to which he afterwards 
attained. His parents were Bap- 
‘tists, and very strict in their moral 
puinciples. His education in early 
youth was in company with and 
partly under the tuition of Hon. Wm. 
Wirt, whom his father patronized, 
and who was more than two years 
older. An intimacy was thus 
formed between them which was lasting for life. He 
was further educated at Dickinson College, at Car. 
lisle, Pa. He next commenced the study of !aw, but 
before completing-his course he moved to Nelson 
County, Ky., to open a farm for his father and to 
purchase homes and locate lands for his brothers and 
- sisters. Here he fell in the company of dissolute 
companions, and for several years led the life of a 
spendthrift. He was, however, elected to the Legis- 


lature of Kentucky as the Representative of Nelson’ 


County before he was 21 yeas of age, and was re- 
elected by an almost unanimous vote. 





In 1798 he was licensed to practice law, and the 
following year was admitted to the Courts of Tennes- 
see. About this time he left Nelson County for 
Russellville, in Logan County, broke away from his 
dissolute companions, commenced a reformation and 
devoted himself to severe and laborious study. He 
then began to rise rapidly in his profession, and soon 
became an eminent lawyer, and inside of four years 
he filled in succession the offices of Presiding Judge 
of the General Court, Circuit Judge, fourth Judge of 
the Court of Appeals and Chief Justice of the State, 
—all before he wags'32 years of age! In addition, in 
1802, he received a commission as Major of a battal- 
ion of Kentucky militia, and in 1804 was chosen a 
Presidential Elector, on the Jefferson and Clinton 
ticket. In 1806 he was a candidate for Congress, 
but withdrew on being promoted to the Court of 
Appeals. 

Illinois was organized as a separate Territory in 
the spring of 1809, when Mr. Edwards, then Chief 
Justice of the Court of Appeals in Kentucky, received 
from President Madison the appointment as Gover- 
nor of the new Territory, his commission bearing date 
April 24, 1809. Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia in 
June, and on the rrth of that month took the oath of 
office. At the same time he was appointed Superin- 
tendent of the United States Saline, this Government 
interest then developing into considerable proportions 
in Southern Illinois. Although during the first three 
years of his administration he had the power to make 
new counties and appoint all the officers, yet he always 
allowed the people of each county, by an informal 
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vote, to select their own officers, both civil and mili- 
tary. The noted John J. Crittenden, afterward 
United States Senator from Kentucky, was appointed 
by Gev. Edwards to the office of Attorney General of 
the Territory, which office was accepted for a short 
time only. 

The Indians in t810 committing sundry depreda- 
tions in the Territory, crossing the Mississippi from 
the Territory of Louisiana, a long correspondence fol- 
lowed between the respective Governors concerning 
the remedies, which ended in a council with the sav- 
ages at Peoria in 1812, and a fresh interpretation of 
the treaties. Peoria was depopulated by these de- 
predations, and was not re-settled for many years 
afterward. 

As Gov. Edwards’ term of office expired by law in 
1812, he was re-appointed for another term of three 
years, and again in 1815 fora third term, serving 
until the organization of the State in the fall of 1818 
and the inauguration of Gov. Bond. At this time 
ex-Gov. Edwards was sent to the United States 
Senate, his colleague being Jesse B. Thomas. As 
Senator, Mr. Edwards took a conspicuous part, and 
acquitted himself honorably in all the measures that 
came up in that body, being well posted, an able de- 
bater and a conscientious statesman. He thought 
seriously of resigning this situation in 1821, but was 
persuaded by his old friend, Wm. Wirt, and others to 
continue in office, which he did to the end of the 
term. 


He was then appointed Minister to Mexico by 
President Monroe. About this time, it appears that 
Mr. Edwards saw suspicious signs in the conduct of 
Wm. H. Crawford, Secretary of the United States 
Treasury, and an ambitious candidate for the Presi- 
dency, and being implicated by the latter in some of 
his statements, he resigned his Mexican mission in 
order fully to investigate the charges. The result 
was the exculpation of Mr. Edwards. 


Pro-slavery regulations, often termed “Black Laws,” 
disgraced the statute books of both the Territory and 
the State of Illinois during the whole of his career in 
this commonwealth, and Mr. Edwards always main- 
tained the doctrines of freedom, and was an important 
actor in the great struggle which ended in a victory 
for his party in 1824. 

In 1826-7 the Winnebago and other Indians com- 


| ! mitted some depredations in the northern part of the 


A 





State, and the white settlers, who desired the lands 
and wished to exasperate the savages into an evacu- 
ation of the country, magnified the misdemeanors of 
the aborigines and thereby produced a hostility be- 
tween the races so great as to precipitate a little war, 
known in history as the “ Winnebago War.” A few 
chases and skirmishes were had, when Gen. Atkinson 
succeeded in capturing Red Bird, the Indian chief, 
and putting him to death, thus ending the contest, at 
least until the troubles commenced which ended in 
the “Black Hawk War” of 1832. In the interpre- 
tation of treaties and execution of their provisions 
Gov. Edwards had much vexatious work to do. The 
Indians kept themselves generally within the juris- 
diction of Michigan Territory, and its Governor, 
Lewis Cass, was at a point so remote that ready cor- 
respondence with him was difficult or impossible. 
Gov. Edwards’ administration, however, in regard to 
the protection of the Illinois frontier, seems to have 
been very efficient and satisfactory. 

For a considerable portion of his time after his re- 
moval to. Illinois, Gov. Edwards resided upon his 
farm near Kaskaskia, which he had well stocked with 
horses, cattle aud sheep from Kentucky, also with 
fruit-trees, grape-vines and shrubbery. He estab- 
lished saw and grist-mills, and engaged extensively 
in mercantile business, having no less than eight or ten 
stores in this State and Missouri. Notwithstanding 
the arduous duties of his office, he nearly always pur- 
chased the goods himself with which to supply the 
stores. Although not a regular practitioner of medi- 
cine, he studied the healing art to a considerable ex- 
tent, and took great pleasure in prescribing for, and 
taking care of, the sick, generally without charge. 
He was also liberal to the poor, several widows and 
ministers of the gospel becoming indebted to him 
even for their homes. 

He married Miss Elvira Lane, of*Maryland, in 
1803, and they became the affectionate parents of 
several children, one of whom, especially, is well 
known to the people of the “ Prairie State,” namely, 
Ninian Wirt Edwards, once the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and still a resident of Springfield. 
Gov. Edwards resided at and in the vicinity of Kas- 
kaskia from 1809 to 1818; in Edwardsville (named 
after him) from that time to 1824; and from the lat- 
ter date at Belleville, St. Clair County, until his 
death, July 20, 1833, of Asiatic cholera. Edwards 
County is also named in his honor. 
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3:,OHN REYNOLDS, Governor 1831- 
zap 4, was born in Montgomery Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, Feb. 26, 1788. 
His father, Robert Reynolds and 
his mother, zee Margaret Moore, 
were both natives of Ireland, from 
which country they emigrated to 
the United States in 1785, land- 
ing at Philadelphia. The senior 


hostility to the British Govern- 
ment. When the subject of this 
sketch was about six months old, 
his parents emigrated with him to 
Tennessee, where many of their 
relatives had already located, at the base of the 
Copper Ridge Mountain, about 14 miles northeast of 
the present city of Knoxville. There they were ex- 
posed to Indian depredations, and were much molest- 
ed by them. In 1794 they moved into the interior 
of the State. They were poor, and brought up their 
children to habits of manual industry. 

In 1800 the family removed to Kaskaskia, Il, with 
eight horses and two wagons, encountering many 
hardships on the way. Here young Reynolds passed 
the most of his childhood, while his character began 
to develop, the most prominent traits of which were 
ambition and energy. He also adopted the principle 
and practice of total abstinence from intoxicating 
liquors. In 1807 the family made another removal, 


Reynolds entertained an undying. 








this time to the “ Goshen Settlement,” at the foot of 
the Mississippi bluffs three or four miles southwest 
of Edwardsville. 

On arriving at his 20th year, Mr. Reynolds, seeing 
that he must look about for his own livelihood and 
not yet having determined what calling to pursue, 
concluded first to attend college, and he accordingly 
went to such an institution of learning, near Knox- 
ville, Tenn., where he had relatives. Imagine his 
diffidence, when, after passing the first 20 years of 
his life without ever having seen a carpet, a papered 
wall or a Windsor chair, and never having lived in a 
shingle-roofed house, he suddenly ushered himself 
into the society of the wealthy in the vicinity of 
Knoxville! He attended college nearly two years, 
going through the principal Latin authors; but it 
seems that he, like the rest of the world in modern 
times, had but very little use for his Latin in after 
life. He always failed, indeed, to exhibit any good 
degree of literary discipline. He commenced the 
study of law in Knoxville, but a pulmonary trouble 
came on and compelled him to change his mode 
of life. Accordingly he returned home and re- 
cuperated, and in 1812 resumed his college and 
law studies at Knoxville. In the fall of 1812 he was 
admitted to the Bar at Kaskaskia. About this time 
he also learned the French language, which he 
practiced with pleasure in conversation with his 
family for many years. He regarded this language 
as being superior to all others for social intercourse. 
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From his services in the West, in the war of 18r2, 
he obtained the sobriquet of the “ Old Ranger.” He 
was Orderly Sergeant, then Judge Advocate. 

Mr. Reynolds opened his first law office in the 
winter and spring of 1814, in the French village of 
Cahokia, then the capital of St. Clair County. 

In the fall of 1818 he was elected an Associate 
Justice upon the Supreme Bench by the General 
Assembly. In 1825 he entered more earnestly than 
ever into the practice of law, and the very next year 
was elected a member of the Legislature, where he 
acted independently of all cliques and private inter- 
ests. In 1828 the Whigs and Democrats were for 
the first time distinctively organized as such in IIli- 
nois, and the usual party bitterness grew up and 
raged on all sides, while Mr. Reynolds preserved a 
judicial calmness and moderation. ‘The real animus 
of the campaign was “ Jackson ” and “ anti-Jackson,” 
the former party carrying the State. 

In August, 1830, Mr. Reynolds was elected Gov- 
ernor, amid great excitement. Installed in office, he 
did all within his power to advance the cause of.edu- 
cation, internal improvements, the Illinois & Mich- 
igan Canal, the harbor at Chicago, settling the coun- 
try, etc.; also reccmmended the winding up of the 
State Bank, as its affairs had become dangerously 
complicated. In his national politics, he was a 
moderate supporter of General Jackson. But the 
most celebrated event of his gubernaterial admin- 
istration was the Black Hawk War, which occurred 
in 1832. He called out the militia and: prosecuted 
the contest with commendable diligence, appearing 
in person on the battle-grounds during the most 
critical periods. He was recognized by the President 
as Major-General, and authorized by him to make 
treaties with the Indians. By the assistance of the 
general Government the war was terminated without 
much bloodshed, but after many serious fights. This 
war, as well as everything else, was materially re- 
tarded by the occurrence of Asiatic cholera in the 
West. This was its first appearance here, and was 
the next event in prominence during Gov. Reynolds’ 
term. 

South Carolina nullification coming up at this time, 
it ys heartily condemned by both President Jackson 

Goy. Reynolds, who took precisely the same 
grounds as the Unionists in the last war. 

On the termination of his gubernatorial term in 
1834, Gov. Reynolds was elected a Member of Con- 
gress, still considering himself a backwoodsman, as 
he had scarcely been outside of the State since he 
became of age, and had spent nearly all his youthful 
days in the wildest region of the frontier. His first 
move in Congress was to adopt a resolution that in 
all elections made by the House for officers the votes 
should be given zvva voce, each member in his place 

naming aloud the person for whom he votes. 


This 





sentially adopted, and remained the controlling prin- 
ciple for many years. The ex-Governor was scarcely 
absent from his seat a single day, during eight ses- 
sions of Congress, covering a period of seven years, 
and he never vacillated in a party vote; but he failed 
to get the Democratic party to foster his “ National 
Road” scheme. He says, in “My Own Times” (a 
large autobiography he published), that it was only 
by rigid economy that he avoided insolvency while in 
Washington. During his sojourn in that city he was 
married, to-a lady of the place. 

In 1837, while out of Congress, and in company 


with a few others, he built the first railroad in the_ 


Mississippi Valley, namely, one about six miles long, 
leading from his coal mine in the Mississippi bluff to 
the bank of the river opposite St. Louis. Having not 
the means to purchase a locomotive, they operated it 
by horse-power. The next spring, however, the com- 
pany sold out, at great sacrifice. 


In 1839 the ex-Governor was appointed one of the 
Canal Commissioners, and authorized to borrow 
money to prosecute the enterprise. Accordingly, he 
repaired to Philadelphia and succeeding in obtaining 
a million dollars, which, however, was only a fourth 
of what was wanted. The same year he and his 
wife made at our of Europe. This year, also, Mr. 
Reynolds had the rather awkward little responsibility 
of introducing to President Van Buren the noted 
Mormon Prophet, Joseph Smith, as a “ Latter-Day 
Saint!” 

In 1846 Gov. Reynolds was elected a member of 
the Legislature from St: Clair County, more particu- 
larly for the purpose of obtaining a feasible charter 
for a macadamized road from Belleville to St. Louis, 
a distance of nearly 14 miles. This was immediately 
built, and was the first road of the kind in the State. 
He was again elected tothe Legislature in 1852, when 
he was chosen Speaker of the House. In 1860, aged 
and infirm, he attended the National Democratic 
Convention at Charleston, S. C., as an anti-Douglas 
Delegate, where he received more attention from the 
Southern Delegates than any other member. He 
supported Breckenridge for the Presidency.’ After 
the October elections foreshadowed the success of 
Igincoln, he published an address urging the Demo- 
crats to rally to the support of Douglas. Immedi- 
ately preceding and during the late war, his corre- 
spondence evinced a clear sympathy for the Southern 
secession, and about the first of March, 1861, he 
urged upon the Buchanan officials the seizure of the 
treasure and arms in the custom-house and arsenal 
at St. Louis. Mr. Reynolds was a rather talkative 
man, and apt in all the Western phrases and catch- 
words that ever gained currency, besides many cun- 
ning and odd ones of his own manufacture. 

He was married twice, but had no children. He 
died in Belleville, in May, 1865, just after the close 
of the war. 
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RS ILLIAM LEE D. EWING, 
KM: Governor of Illinois Nov. 3 
ee to 17, 1834, was a native 
k, of Kentucky, and probably 
7 of Scotch ancestry. He had 
a fine education, was a gentle- 
man of polished manners and 
refined sentiment. In 1830 John Rey- 
nolds was elected Governor of the State, 
and Zadok Casey Lieutenant Governor, 
and for the principal events that followed, 
and the characteristics of the times, see 
sketch of Gov. Reynolds. The first we 
see in history concerning Mr. Ewing, in- 
forms us that he was a Receiver of Public 
Moneys at Vandalia soon.after the organization of 
this State, and that the public moneys in his hands 
were deposited in various banks, as they are usually 
at the present day. In 1823 the State Bank was 
robbed, by which disaster Mr. Ewing lost a thousand- 
dollar deposit. 

The subject of this sketch had a commission as 
Colonel in the Black Hawk War, and in emergencies 
he acted also as Major. In the summer of 1832, 
when it was rumored among the whites that Black 
Hawk and his men had encamped somewhere on 
Rock River, Gen. Henry was sent on a tour of 
reconnoisance, and with orders to drive the Indians 
from the State. After some opposition from his 
subordinate officers, Henry resolved to proceed up 
Rock River in search of the enemy. On the roth of 


July, early in the morning, five baggage wagons, 
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following night there was a terrific thunder-storm, and 
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camp equipage and all heavy and cumbersome arti- 
cles were piled up and left, so that the army might 
make speedy and forced marches. For some miles 
the travel was exceedingly bad, crossing swamps 
and the worst thickets; but the large, fresh trail 
gave life and animation to the Americans. Gen. 
Dodge and Col. Ewing were both acting as Majors, 
and composed the “spy corps” or vanguard of the 
army. Itis supposed the army marched nearly 50 
miles this day, and the Indian trail they followed 
became fresher, and was strewed with much property 
and trinkets of the red-skins that they had lost or 
thrown away to hasten their march. During the 


the soldiery, with all their appurtenances, were thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On approaching nearer the Indians the next day. 
Gen. Dodge and Major Ewing, each commanding a 
battalion of men, were placed in front to bring on the 
battle, but the savages were not overtaken this day 
Forced marches were continued until they reached. 
Wisconsin River, where a veritable battle ensu 
resulting in the death of about 68 of Black Haw 
men. The next day they continued the chase, andl 
as soon as he discovered the trail of the Indians 
leading toward the Mississippi, Maj. Ewing formed 
his battalion in order of battle and awaited the order 
of Gen. Henry. The latter soon appeared on the 
ground and ordered a charge, which directly resulted 
in chasing the red warriors across the great river. 
Maj. Ewing and his command proved particularly 





in driving the main body of the Sacs and Foxes, in- 





efficient in war, as it seems they were the chief actors : 
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cluding Black Hawk himself, across the Mississippi, 
while Gen. Atkinson, commander-in-chief of the ex- 
pedition, with a body of the army, was hunting for 
them in another direction. 

In the above affair Maj. Ewing is often referred to 
as a “General,” which title he had derived from his 
connection with the militia. 

It was in the latter part of the same year (1832) 
that Lieutenant Governor Casey was elected to Con- 
gress and Gen. Ewing, who had been elected to the 
Senate, was chosen to preside over that body. At 
the August election of 1834, Gov. Reynolds was also 
elected to Congress, more than a year ahead of the 
time at which he could actually take his seat, as was 
then the law. His predecessor, Charles Slade, had 
just died of Asiatic cholera, soon after the elec- 
tion, and Gov. Reynolds was chosen to serve out his 
unexpired term. Accordingly he set out for Wash- 
ington in November of that year to take his seat in 
Congress, and Gen. Ewing, by virtue of his office as 
President of the Senate, became Governor of the 
State of Illinois, his term covering only a period of 
15 days, namely, from the 3d to the 17th days, in- 
clusive, of November. On the 17th the Legislature 
met, and Gov. Ewing transmitted to that body his 
message, giving a statement of the condition of the 
affairs of the State at that time, and urging a contin- 
uance of the policy adopted by his predecessor; and 
on the same day Governor elect Joseph Duncan 
was sworn into office, thus relieving Mr. Ewing from 





the responsible situation. This is the only time that 
such a juncture has happened in the history of Illi- 
nois. 

On the 29th of December, 1835, Gen. Ewing was 
elected a United States Senator to serve out the 
unexpired term of Elias Kent Kane, deceased. The 
latter gentleman was a very prominent figure in the 
early politics of Illinois, and a county in this State is 
named in his honor. The election of Gen. Ewing to 
the Senate was a protracted struggle. His competi- 


. tors were James Semple, who afterwards held several 


important offices in this State, and Richard M. 
Young, afterward a United States Senator and a 
Supreme Judge and a man of vast influence. On 
the first ballot Mr. Semple had 25 votes, Young 19 
and Ewing 18. On the eighth ballot Young was 
dropped; the ninth and tenth stood a tie; but on 
the rath Ewing received 40, to Semple 37, and was 
accordingly declared elected. In 1837 Mr. Ewing 
received some votes for a continuance of his term in 
Congress, when Mr. Young, just referred to, was 
elected. In 1842 Mr. Ewing was elected State 
Auditor on the ticket with Gov. Ford. 

Gen. Ewing was a gentleman of culture, a lawyer 
by profession, and was much in public life. In person 
he was above medium height and of heavy build, 
with auburn hair, blue eyes, large-sized head and 
short face. He. was genial, social, friendly and 
affable, with fair talent, though of no high degree of 
originality. He died March 25, 1846. 
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‘As yet he was but little known in the State. 
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OSEPH DUNCAN, Governor 
), 1834-8, was born at Paris, 
Ky., Feb. 23, 1794. At the 
tender age of 19 years he en- 


Britain, and as a soldier he 
acquitted himself with credit. He 
was an Ensign under the daunt- 
less Croghan at Lower Sandusky, 
or Fort Stephenson. In Illinois 
he first appeared in a public capa- 
city as Major-General of the Militia, 
a position which his military fame 
WY had procured him. Subsequently 

he became a State Senator from 
j Jackson County, and is honorably 


mentioned for introducing the first bill providing for | 


a free-school system. In 1826, when the redoubt- 
able John P. Cook, who had previously beaten such 
men as John McLean, Elias Kent Kane and ex- 
Gov. Bond, came up for the fourth time for Congress, 
Mr. Duncan was brought forward against him by his 
friends, greatly tothe surprise of all the politician’. 


an original Jackson man at that time, being attached 
to his political fortune in admiration of the glory of 
his military achievements. His chances of success 
against Cook were generally regarded as hopeless, 
but he entered upon the campaign undaunted. His 
speeches, though short and devoid of ornament, were 
full of good sense. He made a diligent canvass of 
the State, Mr. Cook being hindered by the condition of 
his health. The most that was expected of Mr. 
Duncan, under the circumstances, was that he would 








listed in the war against Great. 


He was | 





obtain a respectable vote, but without defeating Mr. 
Cook. The result of the campaign, however, was a 
source of surprise and amazement to both friends 
and foes, as Mr. Duncan came out 641 votes ahead! 
He received 6,321 votes, and Mr. Cook 5,680. Un- 
til this denouement, the violence of party feeling 
smoldering in the breasts of the people on account 
of the defeat of Jackson, was not duly appreciated. 
Aside from the great convention struggle of 1824, no 
other than mere local and personal considerations 
had ever before controlled an election in Illinois. 


From the above date Mr. Duncan retained his 
seat in Congress until his election as Governor in 
August, 1834. The first and bloodless year of the 
Black Hawk War he was appointed by Gov. Rey- 
nolds to the’ position of Brigadier-General of the 
volunteers, and he conducted his brigade to Rock 
Island. But he was absent from the State, in Wash- 
ington, during the gubernatorial campaign, and did 
not personally participate in it, but addressed circu- 
lars to his constituents. His election was, indeed, 
attributed to the circumstance of his absence, be- 
cause his estrangement from Jackson, formerly his 
political idol, and also from the Democracy, largely 
in ascendency in the State, was complete; but while 
his defection was well known to his Whig friends, 
and eyen to the leading Jackson men of this State, 
the latter were unable to carry conviction of that fact 
to the masses, as mail and newspaper facilities at 
that day were far inferior to those of the present 
time. Of course the Governor was much abused 
afterward by the fossilized Jackson men who re- 
garded party ties and affiliations as above all 
other issues that could arise; but he was doubtless 
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sincere in his opposition to the old hero, as the latter 
had vetoed several important western measures 
which were dear to Mr. Duncan. In his inaugural 
message he threw off the mask and took a bold stand 
against the course of the President. The measures 
he recommended in his message, however, were so 
desirable that the Legislature, although by a large 
majority consisting of Jackson men, could not refrain 
from endorsing them. These measures related 
mainly to banks and internal improvements. 

It was while Mr. Duncan was Governor that the 
people of Illinois went whirling on with bank and in- 
ternal improvement schemes that well nigh bank- 
rupted the State. The hard times of 1837 came on, 
and the disasters that attended the inauguration of 
these plans and the operation of the banks were mu- 
tually charged upon the two political parties. Had 
any one man autocratic power to introduce and 
carry on any one of these measures, he would proba- 
bly have succeeded to the satisfaction of the public; 
but as many jealous men had hold of the same plow 
handle, no success followed and each blamed the other 
for the failure. In this great vortex Gov. Duncan 
was carried along, suffering the like derogation of 
character with his fellow citizens. 

At the height of the excitement the Legislature 
“provided for” railroads from Galena to Cairo, Alton 
to Shawneetown, Alton to Mount Carmel, Alton to the 
eastern boundary of the State in the direction of 
Terre Haute, Quincy véa Springfield to the Wabash, 
Bloomington to Pekin, and Peoria to Warsaw,—in all 
about 1,300 miles of road. It also provided for the 
improvement of the navigation of the Kaskaskia, 
Illinois, Great and Little Wabash and Rock Rivers ; 
also as a placebo, $200,000 in money were to be dis- 
tributed to the various counties wherein no improve- 
ments were ordered to be made as above. The 
estimate for the expenses for all these projects was 
placed at a little over $10,000,000, which was not 
more than half enough! That would now be equal to 
saddling upon the State a debt of $225,000,000! It 
was sufficient to bankrupt the State several times 
over, even counting all the possible benefits. 

One of the most exciting events that ever occurred 
in this fair State was the murder of Elijah P. Love- 
joy in the fall of 1837, at Alton, during Mr. Duncan’s 
term as Governor. Lovejoy was an “ Abolitionist,” 
editing the Odserver at that place, and the pro- 
slavery slums there formed themselves into a mob, 





and after destroying successively three presses be- 
longing to Mr. Lovejoy, surrounded the warehouse 
where the fourth press was stored away, endeavoring 
to destroy it, and where Lovejoy and his friends 
were entrenching themselves, and shot and killed the 
brave reformer! 

About this time, also, the question of removing the 
State capital again came up, as the 20 years’ limit for 
its existence at Vandalia was drawing to a close. 
There was, of course, considerable excitement over 
the matter, the two main points competing for it be- 
ing Springfield and Peoria. The jealousy of the lat- 
ter place is not even yet, 45 years afterward, fully 
allayed. : 

Gov. Duncan’s term expired in 1838. In 1842 
he was again proposed as a candidate for the Execu- 
tive chair, this time by the Whig party, against Adam 
W. Snyder, of St. Clair County, the nominee: of the 
Democrats. Charles W. Hunter was a third candi- 
date for the same position. Mr. Snyder, however, died 
before the campaign had advanced very far, and his 
party substituted Thomas Ford, who was elected, 
receiving 46,901 votes, to 38,584 for Duncan, and 
909 for Hunter. The cause of Democratic success 
at this time is mainly attributed to the temporary 
support of the Mormons which they enjoyed, and the 
want of any knowledge, on the part of the masses, 
that Mr. Ford was opposed to any given policy en- 
tertained in the respective localities. 

Gov. Duncan was a man of rather limited educa- 
tion, but with naturally fine abilities he profited 
greatly by his various public services, and gathered 
a store of knowledge regarding public affairs which 
served him a ready purpose. He possessed a clear 
judgment, decision, confidence in himself and moral 
courage to carry out his convictions of right. In his 
deportment he was well adapted to gain the admira- 
tion of the people. His intercougse with them was 
both affable and dignified. His portrait at the Gov- 
ernor’s mansion, from which the accompanying was 
made, represents him as having a swarthy complex- 
ion, high cheek bones, broad forehead, piercing black 
eyes and straight black hair. 

He was a liberal patron of the Illinois College at 
Jacksonville, a member of its Board of Trustees, and 
died, aftera short illness, Jan. 15, 1844, a devoted 
member of the Presbyterian Church, leaving a wife 
but no children. Two children, born to them, had 
died in infancy. 
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SHOMAS CARLIN, the sixth 
Governor of the State of 
Illinois, serving from 1838 
to 1842, was also a Ken- 
tuckian, being born near 
Frankfort, that State, July 
18, 1789, of Irish paternity. 
The opportunities for an education 
being very meager in. his native 
place, he, on approaching years of 
judement and maturity, applied 
himself to those branches of learn- 
ing that seemed most important, 
and thus became a self-made man ; 
and his taste for reading and 
GP? study remained with him through 
2° Pp * life. In 1803 his father removed 
to Missouri, then a part of “ New Spain,’ 


where he 


* died in 1810. 


In 1812 young Carlin came to Illinois and partici- 
pated in all the “ranging” service incident to the 
war of that period, proving himself a soldier of un- 
daunted bravery. In 1814 he married Rebecca 
Huitt, and lived for four years on the bank of the 
Mississippi River, opposite the mouth of the Mis- 


- souri, where he followed farming, and then removed 


to Greene County. He located the town site of Car- 
roxton, in that county, and in 1825 made a liberal 
donation of land for county building purposes. He 
was the first Sheriff of that county after its separate 
organization, and afterward was twice elected, as a 
Jackson Democrat, to the Illinois Senate. In the 


_Black Hawk War he commanded a spy battalion, a 


post of considerable danger. In 1834 he was ap- 
pointed by President Jackson to the position of 


Receiver of Public Moneys, and to fulfill the office 


‘tion, met with disappointment. 
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more conveniently he removed to the city of Quincy. 

While, in 1838, the unwieldy internal improvement 
system of the State was in full operation, with all its 
expensive machinery, amidst bank suspensions 
throughout the United States, a great stringency in 
the money market everywhere, and Illinois bonds 
forced to sale at a heavy discount, and the “ hardest 
times” existing that the people of the Prairie State 
ever saw, the general election of State officers was 
approaching. Discreet men who had cherished the 
hope of a speedy subsidence of the public infatua- 
A Governor and 
Legislature were to be elected, and these were now 
looked forward to for a repeal of the ruinous State 
policy. But the grand scheme had not yet lost its 
dazzling influence upon the minds of the people. 
Time and experience had not yet fully demonstrated 
its utter absurdity. Hence the question of arresting 
its career of profligate expenditures did not become 
a leading one with the dominant party during the 
campaign, and most of the old members of the Leg- 
islature were returned at this election. 


Under these circumstances the Democrats, in State 


Convention assembled, nominated Mr. Carlin for the | 


office of Governor, and S. H. Anderson for. Lieuten- 
ant Governor, while the Whigs nominated Cyrus Ed- 
wards, brother of Ninian Edwards, formerly Governor, 
and W. H. Davidson. Edwards came out strongly 
for a continuance of the State policy, while Carlin 
remained non-committal. This was the first time 
that the two main political parties in this State were 
unembarrassed by any third party in the field. The 
result of the ele:tion was: Carlin, 35,573; Ander- 
son, 30,335; Edwards, 29,629; and Davidson, 28,- 
715. 

Upon the meeting of the subsequent Legislature 
(1839), the retiring Governor (Duncan) in his mes- 
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sage spoke in emphatic terms of the impolicy of the 


internal improvement system, presaging the evils 


threatened, and uiged that body to do their utmost 
to correct the great error; yet, on the contrary, the 
Leyislature not only decided to continue the policy 
but also added to its burden by voting more appro- 
priations and ordering more improvements. Although 
the money market was still stringent, a further loan 
of $4,000,000 was ordered for the Illinois & Mich- 
igan Canal alone. Chicago at that time began to 
loom up and promise to be an important city, even 
the great emporium of the West, as it has since in- 
deed came to be. Ex-Gov. Reynolds, an incompe- 
tent financier, was commissioned to effect the loan, 
and accordingly hastened to the East on this respons- 
ible errand, and-negotiated the loans, at considera- 
ble sacrifice to the State. Besides this embarrassment 
to Carlin’s administration, the Legislature also de- 
clared that he had no authority to appoint a Secretary 
of State until a vacancy existed, and A. P. Field, a 
Whig, who had already held the post by appointment 
through three administrations, was determined to 
keep the place a while longer, in spite of Gov. Car- 
lin’s preferences. The course of the Legislature in 
this regard, however, was finally sustained by the 
Supreme Court, in a guo warranto -case brought up 
before it by John A. McClernand, whom the Goy- 
ernor had nominated for the office. Thereupon that 
dignified body was denounced as a “ Whig Court!” 
endeavoring to establish the principle of life-tenure 
of office. 

A new law was adopted re-organizing the Judici- 
ary, and under it five additional Supreme Judges 
were elected by the Legislature, namely, Thomas 
Ford (afterward Governor}, Sidney Breese, Walter B. 
Scates, Samuel H. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas— 
all Democrats. 


It was during Cov. Carlin’s administration that the 
noisy campaign of “ Tippecanoe and Tyler too” oc- 
curred, resulting in a Whig victory. This, however, 
did not affect Illinois politics very seriously. 

Another prominent event in the West during Gov. 
Carlin’s term of office was the excitement caused by 
the Mormons and their removal from Independence, 
Mo., to Nauvoo, Ill., in 1840. At the same time 
they began to figure somewhat in State politics. On 
account of their believing—as they thought, accord- 
ing to the New Testament—that they should have 





“all things common,” and that consequently “all 
the earth” and all that is upon it were the Lord’s” 
and therefore the property of his “saints,” they 
were suspected, and correctly, too, of committing 
many of the deeds of larceny, robbery, etc., that 
were so rife throughout this country in those days. 
Hence a feeling of violence grew up between the 
Mormons and “anti-Mormons.” In the State of 
Missouri the Mormons always supported the Dem- 
ocracy until they were driven out by the Democratic 
government, when they turned their support to the 
Whigs. They were becoming numerous, and in the 
Legislature of 1840-1, therefore, it became a matter 
of great interest with both parties to conciliate these 
people. Through the agency of one John C. Ben- 
nett, a scamp, the Mormons succeeded in rushing 
through the Legislature (both parties not daring to 
oppose) a charter for the city of Nauvoo which vir- 
tually erected a hierarchy co-ordinate with the Fed- 
eral Government: itself. In the fall of 1841 the 
Governor of Missouri made a demand upon Gov. 
Carlin for the body of Joe Smith, the Mormon leader, 
as a fugitive from justice. Gov. Carlin issued the 
writ, but for some reason it was returned unserved. 
It was again issued in 1842, and Smith was arrested, 
but was either rescued by his followers or discharged 
by the municipal court on a writ of habeas corpus. 

In December, 1841, the Democratic Convention 
nominated Adam W. Snyder, of Belleville, for Gov- 
ernor. As he had been, as a member of the Legisla- 
ture, rather friendly to the Mormons, the latter 
naturally turned their support to the Democratic 
party. The next spring the Whigs nominated Ex- 
Gov. Duncan for the same office. In the meantime 
the Mormons began to grow more odious to the 
masses of the people, and the comparative prospects 
of the respective parties for success became very 
problematical. Mr. Snyder died in May, and 
Thomas Ford, a Supreme Judge, was substituted as 
a candidate, and was elected. 

At the close of his gubernatorial term, Mr. Carlin 
removed back to his old home at Carrollton, where 
he spent the remainder of his life, as before his ele- 
vation to office, in agricultural pursuits. In 1849 
he served out the unexpired term of J. D. Fry in the 
Illinois House of Representatives, and died Feb. 4, 
1852, at his residence at Carrollton, leaving a wife 
and seven children. 
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eS HOMAS FORD, Governor 
from 1842 to 1846, and au- 
thor of a very interesting 
history of Illinois, was born 
at Uniontown, Pa., in the 
year18o0o0. His mother, after 
the death of her first hus- 
band (Mr. Forquer), married Rob- 
ert Ford, who was killed in 1802, 
by the Indians in the mountains 
of Pennsylvania, She was conse- 
- quently left in indigent circum- 
stances, with a large family, mostly 
girls. With a view to better her 
condition, she, in 1804, removed to 
Missouri, where it had been cus- 
tomary by the Spanish Govern- 
ment to give land to actual settlers; but upon her 
arrival at St. Louis she found the country ceded to 
the United States, and the liberal policy toward set- 
tlers changed by the new ownership. After some 
sickness to herself and family, she finally removed to 
Illinois, and settled some three miles south of Water- 
loo, but the following year moved nearer the Missis- 
sippi bluffs. Here young Ford received his first 
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schooling, under the instructions of a Mr. Humphrey, 
for which he had to walk three miles. His mother, 
though lacking a thorough education, was a woman 
of superior mental endowments, joined to energy 
and determination of character. She inculcated in 
her children those high-toned principles which dis- 
tinguished her sons in public life. She exercised a 
rigid economy to provide her children an education; 
but George Forquer, her oldest son (six years older 
than Thomas Ford), at an early age had to quit 
school to aid by his labor in the support of the family. 
He afterward became an eminent man in Illinois 
affairs, and but for his early death would probably 
have been elected to the United States Senate. 
Young Ford, with somewhat better opportunities, 
received a better education, though limited to the 
curriculum of the common school of those pioneer 
times. His mind gave early promise of superior en- 
dowments, with an inclination for mathematics. His 
proficiency attracted the attention of Hon. Daniel P. 
Cook, who became his efficient patron and friend. 
The latter gentleman was an eminent Illinois states- 
man who, as a Member of Congress, obtained a grant 
of 300,000 acres of land to aid in completing the 
Illinois & Michigan Canal, and after whom the 
county of Cook was named. Through the advice of 
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this gentleman, Mr. Ford turned his attention to the 
study of law; but Forquer, then merchandising, re- 


garding his education defective, sent him to Transyl- ° 


vania University, where, however, he remained but 
one term, owing to Forquer’s failure in business. On 
his return he alternated his law reading with teach- 
ing school for support. 

In 1829 Gov. Edwards appointed him Prosecuting 

- Attorney, and in 1831 he was re-appointed by Gov. 
Reynolds, and after that he was four times elected a 
Judge by the Legislature, without opposition, twice a 
Circuit Judge, once a Judge of Chicago, and as As- 
sociate Judge of the Supreme Court, when, in 1841, 
the latter tribunal was re-organized by the addition 
of five Judges, all Democrats. Ford was assigned to 
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, and while in this capacity 
he was holding Court in Ogle County he received a 
notice of his nomination by the Democratic Conven- 
tion for the office of Governor. He immediately re- 
signed his place and entered upon the canvass. In 
August, 1842, he was elected, and on the 8th of De- 
cember following he was inaugurated. 

All the offices which he had held were unsolicited 
by him. He received them upon the true Jefferson- 
ian principle,—Never to ask and never to refuse 
office. Both as a lawyer and as a Judge he stood 
deservedly high, but his cast of intellect fitted him 
rather for a writer upon law than a practicing advo- 
cate in the courts. In the latter capacity he was void 
of the moving power of eloquence, so necessary to 
success with juries. As a Judge his opinions were 
sound, lucid and able expositions of the law. In 
practice, he was a stranger to the tact, skill and in- 
sinuating address of the politician, but he saw through 
the arts of demagogues as well asany man. He was 
plain in his demeanor, so much so, indeed, that at 
one time after the expiration of his term of office, 
during a session of the Legislature; he was taken by 
a stranger to be a seeker for the position of door- 
keeper, and was walied upon at his hotel near mid- 
night by a knot of small office-seekers with the view 
of effecting a “combination!” 

Mr. Ford had not the “brass” of the ordinary 
politician, nor that impetuosity which characterizes a 
political leader. He cared little for money, and 
hardly enough for a decent support. In person he 
was of small stature, slender, of dark complexion, 
with black hair, sharp features, deep-set eyes, a 
pointed, aquiline nose having a decided twist to one 
side, and a small mouth. 

The three most important events in Gov. Ford’s 
administration were the establishment of the high 
financial credit of the State, the “ Mormon War” and 
the Mexican War. 

In the first of these the Governor proved himself 
to be eminently wise. On coming into office he found 
the State badly paralyzed by the ruinous effects of 
the notorious “internal improvement” schemes of 
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the preceding decade, with scarcely anything to 
show by way of “improvement.” The enterprise 
that seemed to be getting ahead more than all the 
rest was the Illinois & Michigan Canal. As this 
promised to be the most important thoroughfare, 
feasible to the people, it was well under headway in 
its construction. Therefore the State policy was 
almost concentrated upon it, in order to rush it on te 
completion. The bonded indebtedness of the State 
was growing so large as to frighten the people, and 
they were about ready to entertain a proposition for 
repudiation. But the Governor had the foresight to 
recommend such measures as would maintain the 
public credit, for which every citizen to- day feels 
thankful. 

But perhaps the Governor is remembered more for 
his connection with the Mormon troubles than for 
anything else; for it was during his term of office 
that the ‘Latter-Day Saints” became so strong at 
Nauvoo, built their temple there, increased their num- 
bers throughout the country, committed misdemean- 
ors, taught dangerous doctrines, suffered the loss of. 
theirleader, Jo Smith, by a violent death, were driven 
out of Nauvoo to the far West, etc. Having been a 
Judge for so many years previously, Mr. Ford of 
course was no.-committal concerning Mormon affairs, 
and was therefore claimed by both parties and also 
accused by each of sympathizing too greatly with the 
other side. Mormonism claiming to be a system of 
religion, the Governor no doubt was “between two 
fires,” and felt compelled to touch the matter rather 
“ gingerly,” and doubtless felt greatly relieved when 
that pestilential people left the State. Such compli- 
cated matters, especially when religion is mixed up 
with them, expose every person participating in 
them to criticism from all parties. 

The Mexican War was begun in the spring of 
1845, and was continued into the gubernatorial term 
of Mr. Ford’s successor. The Governor's connection 
with this war, however, was not conspicuous, as it 
was only administrative, commissioning officers, etc. 

Ford’s “ History of Illinois” is a very readable-and 
entertaining work, of 450 small octavo pages, and is 
destined to increase in value with the lapse of time. 
It exhibits a natural flow of compact and forcible 
thought, never failing to convey the nicest sense. In 
tracing with his trenchant pen the devious operations 
of the professional politician, in which he is inimit- 
able, his account 1s open, perhaps, to the objection 
that a// his contemporaries are treated as mere place- 
seekers, while many of them have since been judged 
by the people to be worthy statesmen. His writings 
seem slightly open to the criticism that they exhibit 
a little splenetic partiality against these of his con- 
temporaries who were prominent during his term of 
office as Governor. 

The death of Gov. Ford took place at Peoria, III, 
Nov. 2, 1850. 





—~qe 











ae: 





























GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS. 
















docescenk 3 








* Ah 
) SS Sv 
arn 
on 
LD, 


§UGUSTUS C. FRENCH, 
Governor of Illinois from 
1846 to 1852, was born in 
the town of Hill, in the 
State of New Hampshire, 
Aug. 2, 1808. He was a 
~ descendant in the fourth 
generation of Nathaniel 
French, who emigrated from England 
in 1687 and settled in Saybury, Mass. 

In early life young French lost his 
father, but continued to receive in- 
struction from an exemplary and 
Christian mother until he was 19 years 
old, when she also died, confiding to 
his care and trust four younger broth- 
ers and one sister. He discharged his trust with 
parental devotion. His education in early life was 
such mainly as a common school afforded. For a 
brief period he attended Dartmouth College, but 
from pecuniary causes and the care of his brothers 
and sister, he did not graduate. He subsequently 
read law, and was admitted to the Bar in 1831, and 
shortly afterward removed to Illinois, settling first at 
Albion, Edwards County, where he established him- 
self in the practice of law. The following year he 
‘removed to Paris, Edgar County. Here he attained 
eminence in his profession, and entered public life 
by representing that county in the Legislature. A 
strong attachment sprang up between him and Ste- 
phen A. Douglas. 

In 1839, Mr. French was appointed Receiver of 
the United States Land Office at Palestine, Craw- 
ford County, at which place he was a resident when 
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elevated to the gubernatorial chair. In 1844 he was 
a Presidential Elector, and as such he voted for 
James K. Polk. 

The Democratic State Convention: of 1846, meet- 
ing at Springfield Feb. 10, nominated Mr. French 
for Governor. Other Democratic candidates were 
Lyman Trumbull, John Calhoun (subsequently of 
Lecompton Constitution notoriety), Walter B. Scates, 
Richard M. Young and A. W. Cavarly,—an array of 
very able and prominent names.. Trumbull was per- 
haps defeated in the Convention by the rumor that 
he was opposed to the Illinois and Michigan Canal, 
as he had been-a year previously. For Lieutenant 
Governor J. B. Wells was chosen, while other candi- 
dates were Lewis Ross, Wm. McMurtry, Newton 
Cloud, J. B. Hamilton and W. W. Thompson. The 
resolutions declared strongly against the resuscita- 
tion of the old State Banks. 

The Whigs, who were in a hopeless minority, held 
their convention June 8, at Peoria, and selected 
Thomas M. Kilpatrick, of Scott County, for Governor, 
and Gen. Nathaniel G. Wilcox, of Schuyler, for 
Lieutenant Governor. 

In the campaign the latter exposed Mr. French’s 
record and connection with the passage of the in- 
ternal improvement system, urging it against his 
election; but in the meantime the war with Mexico 
broke out, regarding which the Whig record was un- 
popular in this State. The war was the absorbing 
and dominating question of the period, sweeping 


every other political issue in its course. The elec- 





Kilpatrick only 36,775. Richard Eells, Abolitionist 
candidate for the same office, received 5,152 votes, 


tion in August gave Mr. French 58,700 votes, and ' 
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By the new Constitution of 1848, a new clection for 
State officers was ordered in November of that year, 
before Gov. French’s term was half out, and he was 
re-elected for the term of four years. He was there- 
fore the incumbent for six consecutive years, the 
only Governor of this State whu has ever served in 
that capacity so long at one time. As there was no 
organized opposition to his election, he received 67,- 
453 votes, to 5,639 for Pierre Menard (son of the 
first Lieutenant Governor), 4,748 for Charles V. 
Dyer, 3,834 for W. L. D. Morrison, and 1,361 for 
James I.. D. Morrison. But Wm. McMurtry, of 
Knox County, was elected Lieutenant Governor, in 
place of Joseph B. Wells, wno was before elected 
and did not run again. 


Governor French was inaugurated into office dur- 
ing the progress of the Mexican War, which closed 
during the summer of 1847, although the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo was not made until Feb. 2, 
1848. The policy of Gov. French’s party was com- 
mitted to that war, b:it in connection with that affair 
he was, of course, only an administrative officer. 
During his term of office, Feb. 19, 1847, the Legisla- 
ture, by special per.nission of Congress, declared that 
all Government lands sold to settlers should be im- 
mediately subject to State taxation; before this they 
were exempt for five years after sale. By this ar- 
rangement the revenue was materially increased. 
About the same time, the distribution of Government 
land warrants among the Mexican soldiers as bounty 
threw upon the market a great quantity of good 
lands, and this enhanced the settlement of the State. 
The same Legislature authorized, with the recom- 
mendation of the Governor, the sale of the Northern 
Cross Railroad (from Springfield to Meredosia, the 
first in the State and now a section of the Wabash, 
St. Louis & Pacific) _ It sold for $100,000 in bonds, 
although it had cost the State not less than a million. 
The salt wells and canal lands in the Saline reserve 
in Gallatin County, granted by the general Govern- 
ment to the State, were also authorized by the 
Governor to be sold, to apply on the State debt. In 
1850, for the first time since 1839, the accruing State 
revenue, exclusive of specific appropriations, was 
sufficient to meet the current demands upon the 
treasury. The aggregate taxable property of the 
State at this time was over $100,000,000, and the 
population 851,470. 


~ 





In 1849 the Legislature adopted the township or- 
ganization law, which, however, proved defective, 
and was properly amended in 1851. At its session 
in the latter year, the General Assembly also passed 
a law to exempt homesteads from sale on executions 
This beneficent measure had been repeatedly urged 
upon that body by Gov. French. 

In 1850 some business men in St. Louis com- 
menced to build a dike opposite the lower part of 
their city on the Illinois side, to keep the Mississippi 
in its channel near St. Louis, instead of breaking 
away from them as it sometimes threatened to do. 
This they undertook without permission from the 
Legislature or Executive authority of this State; and 
as many of the inhabitants there complained that 
the scheme would inundate and ruin much valuable 
land, there was a slight conflict of jurisdictions, re- 
sulting in favor of the St. Louis project; and since 
then a good site has existed there for a city (East St. 
Louis), and now a scote of railroads center there. 

It was in September, 1850, that Congress granted 
to this State nearly 3,000,000 acres of land in aid of 
the completion of the Illinois Central Railroad, 
which constituted the most important epoch in the 
railroad—we might say internal improvement—his- 
tory of the State. The road was rushed on to com- 
pletion, which accelerated the settlement of the in- 
terior of the State by a good class cf industrious citi- 
zens, and by the charter a good income to the State 
Treasury is paid in from the earnings of the road. 

In 1851 the Legislature passed a law authorizing 
free stock banks, which was the source of much leg- 
islative discussion for a number of years. 

But we have not space further to particularize 
concerning legislation. Gov. French’s administra- 
tion was not marked by any feature to be criticised, 
while the country was settling up as never before. 


In stature, Gov. French was of medium height, 
squarely built, light complexioned, with ruddy face 
and pleasant countenance. In manners he was 
plain and agreeable. By nature he was somewhat 
diffident, but he was often very outspoken in his con- 
victions of duty. In public speech he was not an 
orator, but was chaste, earnest and persuasive. In 
business he was accurate and methodical, and in his 
administration he kept up the credit of the State. 


He died in 1865, at his home in Lebanon, St 
Clair Co., Ill. 
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fOEL A. MATTESON, Governor 
185 3-6, was born Aug. 8, 1808, 
in Jefferson County, New York, 
to which place his father had re- 
moved from Vermont three years 
before. His father was a farmer 
in fair circumstances, but a com- 
mon English education was all 
that his only son received. Young 
Joel first tempted fortune as a 
small tradesman in Prescott, 
Canada, before he was of age. 
He returned from that place to 
his home, entered an academy, 
taught school, visited the prin- 
cipal Eastern cities, improved a farm his father had 
given him, made a tour in the South, worked there 
in building railroads, experienced a storm on the 
Gulf of Mexico, visited the gold diggings of Northern 
Georgia, and returned va Nashville to St. Louis and 
through Illinois to his father’s home, when he mar- 
ried. In 1833, having sold his farm, he removed, 
with his wife and one child, to Illinois, and entered 
a claim on Government land near the head of Au 
Sable River, in what is now Kendall County. At 
that time there were not more than two neighbors 
within a range of ten miles of his place, and only 
three or four houses between him and Chicago. He 
opened a large farm. His family was boardZ 22 





Here his life was once placed in imminent peril by 
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miles away while he erected a house on his claim, | | 
sleeping, during this time, under a rude pole shed. 


a huge prairie rattlesnake sharing his bed. 

In 1835 he Lought largely at the Government land 
sales. During the spéculative real-estate mania which 
broke out in Chicago in 1836 and spread over the State, 
he sold his lands under the inflation of that period 
and removed to Joliet. In 1838 he became a heavy 
contractor on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Upon 
the completion of his job in 1841, when hard times 
prevailed, business at a stand, contracts paid in State 
scrip; when all the public works except the canal 
were abandoned, the State offered for sale 700 tons 
of railroad iron, which was purchased by Mr. Mat- 
teson at a bargain. This he accepted, shipped and 
sold at Detroit, realizing a very handsome profit, 
enough to pay off all his canal debts and leave him a 
surplus of several thousand dollars. His enterprise 
next prompted him to start a woolen mill at Joliet, 
in which he prospered, and which, after successive 
enlargements, became an enormous establishment. 





In 1842 he was first elected a State Senator, but, 
by a bungling apportionment, John Pearson, a Senator 
holding over, was found to be in the same district, 
and decided to be entitled to represent it. Mat- 
teson’s seat was declared vacant. Pearson, however, | 
with a nobleness difficult to appreciate in this day of Y 
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greed for office, unwilling to represent “his district 
under the circumstances, immediately resigned his 
unexpired term of two years. A bill was passedin a 
few hours ordering a new election, and in ten days’ 
time Mr. Matteson was returned re-elected and took 
his seat as Senator. From his well-known capacity 
as a business man, he was made Chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, a position he held during 
this half and two full succeeding Senatorial terms, 
discharging its important daties with ability and faith- 
fulness. Besides his extensive woolen-mill interest, 
when work was resumed on the canal under the new 
loan of $1,600,000 he again became a heavy con- 
tractor, and also subsequeatly operated largely in 
building railroads. Thus he showed himself a most 
energetic and thorough business man. 


He was nominated for Governor by the Demo- 
cratic State Convention which met at Springfield 
April 20, 1852. Other candidates before the Con- 
vention were D. L. Gregg and F. C.« Sherman, of 
Cook; John Dement, of Lee; Thomas: L. Harris, of 
Menard; Lewis W. Ross, of Fulton; and D. P. Bush, 
of Pike. Gustavus Koerner, of St. Clair, was nom- 
inated for Lieutenant Governor. For the same offices 
the Whigs nominated Edwin B. Webb and Dexter A. 
Knowlton. Mr. Matteson received 80,645 votes at 
the election, while Mr. Webb received 64,408. Mat- 
teson’s forte was not on the stump; he had not cul- 
tivated the art of oily flattery, or the faculty of being 
all things to all men. His intellectual qualities took 
rather the direction of efficient executive ability. His 
turn consisted not so much in the adroit manage- 
ment of party, or the powerful advocacy of great gov- 
ernmental principles, as in those more solid and 
enduring operations which cause the physical devel- 
opment and advancement of a State-—of commerce 
and business enterprise, into which he labored with 
success to lead the people. As a politician he was 
just and liberal in his views, and both in official and 
private life he then stood untainted and free from 
blemish. As a man, in active benevolence, social 
virtues and all the amiable qualities of neighbor or 
titizen, he had few superiors. His messages present 
a perspicuous array of facts as to the condition of the 
State, and are often couched in forcible and elegant 
diction. 

The greatest excitement during his term of office 
was the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, by Con- 





gress, under the leadership of Stephen A. Douglas in 
1854, when the bill was passed organizing the Terri- 
tory of Kansas and Nebraska. A large portion of 
the Whig party of the North, through their bitter op- 
position to the Democratic party, naturally drifted 
into the doctrine of anti-slavery, and thus led to what 
was temporarily called the “ Anti-Nebraska ” party, 
while the followers of. Douglas were known as “ Ne- 
braska or Douglas Democrats.” It was during this 
embryo stage of the Republican party that Abraham 
Lincoln was brought forward as the “ Anti-Nebraska” 
candidate for the United States Senatorship, while 
Gen. James Shields, the incumbent, was re-nom- 
inated by the Democrats. But after a few ballotings 
in the Legislature (1855), these men were dropped, 
and Lyman Trumbull, an Anti-Nebraska Democrat, 


was brought up by the former, and Mr. Matteson, 


then Governor, by the latter. On the r1th ballot 
Mr. Trumbull obtaiméd one majority, and was ac- 
cordingly declared elected. Before Gov. Matteson’s 
term. expired, the Republicans were fully organized 
as a national party, and in 1856 put into the field a 
full national and State ticket, carrying the State, but 
not the nation. 


The Legislature of 1855 passed two very import- 
ant measures,—the present free-school system and a 
submission of the Maine liquor law to a vote of the 
people. The latter was defeated by a small majority 
of the popular vote. 


During the four years of Gov. Matteson’s admin- 


istration the taxable wealth of the State was about 
trebled, from $1 37,818,079 to $349,951,272; the pub- 
lic debt was reduced from $17,398,985 to $12,843,- 
144; taxation was at the same time reduced, and the 
State resumed paying interest on its debt in New 
York as fast as it fell due; railroads were increased 
in their mileage from something less than 400 to 
about 3,000; and the population of Chicago was 
nearly doubled, and its commerce more than quad- 
rupled. 

Before closing this account, we regret that we have 
to say that Mr. Matteson, in all other respects an 
upright man and a good Governor, was implicated 
in a false re-issue of redeemed canal scrip, amount- 
ing to $224,182.66. By a suit in the Sangamon Cir- 
cuit Court the State recovered the principal and all 
the interest excepting $27,500. 


He died in the winter of 1872-3, at Chicago. 
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William w. Bissell. 
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“ ernor 1857-60, was_ born 
tex April 25, 1811, in the 

_ State of New York, near 
Painted Post, Yates County. 
* His parents were obscure, 
honest, God-fearing people, 
who reared their children under the daily 
example of industry and frugality, accord- 
ing to the custom of that class of Eastern 
society. Mr. Bissell received a respecta- 
ble but not thorough academical education. 
By assiduous application he acquired a 
knowledge of medicine, and in his early 
( manhood came West and located in Mon- 
roe County, this State, where he engaged in the 
practice of that profession. But he was not enam- 
ored of his calling: he was swayed by a broader 
ambition, to such an extent that the mysteries of the 
healing art and its arduous duties failed to yield him 
further any charms. In a few years he discovered 
his choice of a profession to be a mistake, and when 
he approached the age of 30 he sought to begin 
Dr. Bissell, no doubt unexpectedly to him- 
self, discovered a singular facility and charm of 
speech, the exercise of which acquired for him a 
ready local notoriety. It soon came to be under- 
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stood that he desired to abandon his profession and 
take up that of the law. During terms of Court he 
would spend his time at the county seat among the 
members of the Bar, who extended to him a ready 
welcome. 


It was not strange, therefore, that he should drift 
into public life. In 1840 he was elected as a Dem- 
ocrat to the Legislature from Monroe County, and 
was an efficient member of that body. On his re- 
turn home he qualified himself for admission-to the 
Bar and speedily rose to the front rank as an advo- 
cate. His powers of oratory were captivating. With a 
pure diction, charming and inimitable gestures, 
clearness of statement, and a remarkable vein of sly 
humor, his efforts before a jury told with irresistible 
effect. He was chosen by the Legislature Prosecut- 
ing Attorney for the Circuit in which he lived, and 
in that position he fully discharged his duty to the 
State, gained the esteem of the Bar, and seldom 
failed to convict the offender of the law. 


In stature he was somewhat tall and slender, and 
with a straight, military bearing, he presented a dis- 
tinguished appearance. His complexion was dark, 
his head well poised, though not large, his address 
pleasant and manner winning. He was exemplary 


in his habits, a devoted husband and kind parent. 


He was twice married, the first time to Miss James, 
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of Monroe County, by whom he had two children, 
both daughters. She died soon after the year 1840, 
and Mr. B. married for his second wife a daughter 
of Elias K. Kane, previously a United States Senator 
from this State. She survived him but a short time, 
and died without issue. 

When the war with Mexico was declared in 1846, 
Mr. Bissell enlisted and was elected Colonel of his 
regiment, over Hon. Don Morrison, by an almost 
unanimous vote,—8o07 to 6. Considering the limited 
opportunities he had had, he evinced a high order of 
military talent. On the bloody field of Buena Vista 
he acquitted himself with intrepid and distinguished 
ability, contributing with his regiment, the Second 
Illinois, in no small degree toward saving the waver- 
ing fortunes of our arms during that long and fiercely 
contested battle. 

After his return home, at the close of the war, he 
was elected to Congress, his opponents being the 
Hons. P. B. Fouke and Joseph Gillespie. He served 
two terms in Congress. He was an ardent politician. 
During the great contest of 1850 he voted in favor 
of the adjustment measures; but in 1854 he opposed 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise act and 
therefore the Kansas-Nebraska bill of Douglas, and 
thus became identified with the nascent Republican 
party. 3 

During his first Congressional term, while the 
Southern members were following their old practice 
of intimidating the North by bullying language, 
and claiming most of the credit for victories in the 
Mexican War, and Jefferson Davis claiming for the 
Mississippi troops all the credit for success at Buena 
Vista, Mr. Bissell bravely defended the Northern 
troops; whereupon Davis challenged Bissell to a duel, 
which was accepted. This matter was brought up 
against Bissell when he was candidate for Governor 
and during his term of office, as the Constitution of 
this State forbade any duelist from holding a State 
office. 

In 1856, when the Republican party first put forth 
a candidate, John C. Fremont, for President of the 
United States, the same party nominated Mr. Bissell 
for Governor of Illinois, and John Wood, of Quincy, 
for Lieutenant Governor, while the Democrats nomi- 
nated Hon, W. A. Richardson, of Adams County, 
for Governor, and Col. R. J. Hamilton, of Cook 





| Y County, for Lieutenant Governor. The result of the 
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election was a plurality of 4,729 votes over Richard- 
son. The American, or Know-Nothing, party had a 
ticket in the field. The Legislature was nearly bal- 
anced, but was politically opposed to the Governor. 
His message to the Legislature was short and rather 
ordinary, and was criticised for expressing the sup- 
posed obligations of the people to the incorporators 
of the Illinois Central Railroad Company and for re- 
opening the slavery question by allusions to the 
Kansas troubles. Late in the session an apportion- 
ment bill, based upon the State census of 1855, was 
passed, amid much partisan strife. The Governor 
at first signed the bill and then vetoed it. A furious 
debate followed, and the question whether the Gov- 
ernor had the authority to recall a signature was 
referred to the Courts, that of last resort deciding in 
favor of the Governor. Two years afterward another 
outrageous attempt was made for a re-apportionment 
and to gerrymander the State, but the Legislature 
failed to pass the bill over the veto of the Governor. 


It was during Gov. Bissell’s administration that 
the notorious canal scrip fraud was brought to light, 
implicating ex-Gov. Matteson and other prominent 
State officials. The principal and interest, aggregat- 
ing $255,500, was all recovered by the State except- 
ing $27,500. (See sketch of Gov. Matteson.) 


In 1859 an attempt was discovered to fraudu- 
lently refund the Macalister and Stebbins bonds and 
thus rob the State Treasury of nearly a quarter of a 
million dollars. The State Government was impli- 
cated in this affair, and to this day remains unex- 
plained or unatoned for. For the above, and other 
matters previously mentioned, Gov. Bissell has been 
severely criticised, and he has also been most shame- 
fully libelled and slandered. 


On account of exposure in the army, the remote 
cause of a nervous form of disease gained entrance 
into his system and eventually developed paraplegia, 
affecting his lower extremities, which, while it left 
his body in comparative health, deprived him of loco- 
motion except by the aid of crutches. While he was 
generally hopeful of ultimate recovery, this myste- 
rious disease pursued him, without once relaxing its 
stealthy hold, to the close of his life, March 18, 
1860, over nine months before the expiration of his 
gubernatorial term, at the early age of 48years. He 
died in the faith of the Roman Catholic Church, of 
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which he had been a member since 1854. 
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the first settler of Gainey, Ill., 
was born in the town of Sempro- 
nius (now Moravia), Cayuga Co., 
N. Y., Dec. 20, 1798. He was 
the second child and only son of 
Dr. Daniel Wood. His mother, 
nee Catherine Crause, was of 
German parentage, and died 
while he was an infant. Dr. 
Wood was a learned and skillful 
physician, of classical attain- 
ments and proficient in several 
modern lai.guages, who, after 
serving throughout the Revolu- 
tionary War as a Surgeon, settled on the land granted 
him by the Government, and resided there a re- 
spected and leading influence in his section until his 
death, at the ripe age of 92 years. 

The subject of this sketch, impelled by the spirit 
of Western adventure then pervading everywhere, 
left his home, Nov. 2, 1818, and passed the succeed- 
ing winter in Cincinnati, Ohio. The following sum- 
mer he pushed on to Illinois, landing at Shawneetown, 
and spent the fall and following winter in Calhoun 
County. In 1820,in company with Willard Keyes, 
he settled in Pike County, about 30 miles southeast 
of Quincy, where for the next two years he pursued 
farming. In 1821 he visited “the Bluffs” (as the 
present site of Quincy was called, then uninhabited) 
and, pleased with its prospects, soon after purchased 
a quarter-section of land near by, and in the follow- 
ing fall (1822) erected near the river a small cabin, 








18 x 20 feet, the first building in Quincy, of which 
he then became the first and for some months the 
only occupant. 

About this time he visited his old friends in Pike 
County, chief of whom was William Ross, the lead- 
ing man in building up the village of Atlas, of that 
county, which was thought then to be the possible 
commencement of a city. One day they and others 
were traveling together over the country between the 
two points named, making observations on the com- 
parative merits of the respective localities. On ap- 
proaching the Mississippi near Mr. Wood’s place, 
the latter told his companions to follow him and he 
would show them where he was going to build a city. 
They went about a mile off the main trail, to a high 
point, from which the view in every direction was 
most magnificent, as it had been for ages and as yet 
untouched by the hand of man. Before them swept 
by the majestic Father of Waters, yet unburdened by 
navigation. _ After Mr. Wood had expatiated at 
length on the advantages of the situation, Mr: Ross 
replied, “But it’s too near Atlas ever to amount to 
anything!” 

Atlas is still a cultivated farm, and Quincy is a 
city of over 30,000 population. 


In 1824 Mr. Wood gave a newspaper notice, 
as the law then prescribed, of his intention to apply 
to the General Assembly for the formation of a new 
county. This was done the following winter, result- 
ing in the establishment of the present Adams 
County. During the next summer Quincy was se- 
lected as the county seat, it and the vicinity then 
containing but four adult male residents and half 


























156 


JOHN WOOD. 











that number of females, Since that period Mr. 
Wood resided at the place of his early adoption un- 
til his death, and far more than any other man was 
he identified with every measure of its progress and 
history, and almost continuously kept in public posi- 
tions. 


He was one of the early town Trustees, and after 
the place became a city he was often a member of 
the City Council, many times elected Mayor, in the 
face of a constant large opposition political majority. 
In 1850 he was elected to the State Senate. In 1856, 
on the organization of the Republican party, he was 
chosen Lieutenant Governor of the State, on the 
ticket with Wm. H. Bissell for Governor, and on the 
death of the latter, March 18, 1860, he succeeded to 
the Chief Executive chair, which he occupied until 
Gov. Yates was inaugurated nearly ten months after- 
ward. 


Nothing very marked characterized the adminis- 
tration of Gov. Wood. The great anti-slavery cam- 
paign of 1860, resulting in the election of the honest 
Illinoisan, Abraham Lincoln, to the Presidency of the 
United States, occurred during the short period 
while Mr. Wood was Governor, and the excitement 
and issues of that struggle dominated over every 
other consideration,—indeed, supplanted them in a 
great measure. The people of Illinois, during all 
that time, were passing the comparatively petty strifes 
under Bissell’s administration to the overwhelming 
issue of preserving the whole nation from destruction. 

In 1861 ex-Gov. Wood was one of the five Dele- 
gates from Illinois to the “ Peace Convention” at 
Washington, and in April of the same year, on the 
breaking out of the Rebellion, he was appointed 








Quartermaster-General of the State, which position 
he. held throughout the war. In 1864 he took com- 
mand as Colonel of the 137th Ill. Vol. Inf, with 
whom he served until the period of enlistment ex- 
pired. 

Politically, Gov. Wood was always actively identi- 
fied with the Whig and Republican parties. Few 
men have in personal experience comprehended so 
many surprising and advancing local changes as 
vested in the more than half century recollections of 
Gov. Wood. Sixty-four years ago a solitary settler 
on the “Bluffs,” with no family, and no neighbor 
within a score of miles, the world of civilization away 
behind him, and the strolling red-man almost his 
only visitant, he lived to see growing around him, 
and under his auspices and aid, overspreading the 
wild hills and scraggy forest a teaming city, second 
only in size in the State, and surpassed nowhere in 
beauty, prosperity and promise; whose people recog- 
nize as with a single voice the proverbial honor and 
liberality that attach to the name and lengthened 
life of their pioneer settler, “the old Governor.” 

Gov. Wood was twice married,—first in January, 
1826, to Ann M. Streeter, daughter of Joshua Streeter, 
formerly of Salem, Washington Co.,N. Y. They had 
eight children. Mrs. W. died Oct. 8, 1863, and in 
June, 1865, Gov. Wood married Mrs. Mary A., widow 
of Rev. Joseph T. Holmes. Gov. Wood died June 4, 
1880, at his residence in Quincy. Four of his eight 
children are now living, namely: Ann E., wife of 
Gen. John Tillson; Daniel C., who married Mary J. 
Abernethy; John, Jr., who married Josephine Skinner, 
and Joshua S., who married Annie Bradley. The 
last mentioned now resides at Atchison, Kansas, and 
all the rest are still at Quincy. 
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“SICHARD YATES, the “War 
Governor,” 1861-4, was born 
Jan. 18, 1818, on the banks of 
the Ohio River, at Warsaw, 
Gallatin Co., Ky. His father 
moved in 1831 to Illinois, and, 
after stopping for a time in 
2 Springfield, settled at Island 
> AS Grove, Sangamon County. Here, 
| after attending school, Richard joined 
the family. Subsequently he entered 
Illinois College at Jacksonville, 
where, in 1837, he graduated with 
first honors. He chose for his pro- 
fession the law, the Hon. J. J. Har- 
din being his instructor. After ad- 
mission to the Bar he soon rose to distinction as an 
advocate. 

Gifted with a fluent and ready oratory, he soon 
appeared in the political hustings, and, being a 
passionate admirer of the great Whig leader of the 
West, Henry Clay, he joined his political fortunes to 
the party of his idol. In 1840 he engaged with great 
ardor in the exciting “hard cider” campaign for 
Harrison. Two years later he was elected to the 
Legislature from Morgan County, a Democratic 
stronghold. He served three or four terms in the 
Legislature, and such was the fascination of his ora- 
tory that by 1850 his large Congressional District, 
extending from Morgan and Sangamon Counties 
north to include LaSalle, unanimously tendered him 
the Whig nomination for Congress. His Democratic 
opponent was Maj. Thomas L. Harris, a very pop- 
ular man who had won distinction at the battle of 
Cerro Gordo, in the Mexican War, and who had 
beaten Hon. Stephen T. Logan for the same position, 








two years before, by a large majority. Yates was 
elected. Two years later he was re-elected, over 
John Calhoun. 

It was during Yates’ second term in Congress that 
the great question of the repeal of the Missouri Com- 
promise was agitated, and the bars laid down for re- 
opening the dreaded anti-slavery question. He took 
strong grounds against the repeal, and thus became 
identified with the rising Republican party. Conse- 
quently he fell into the minority in his district, which 
was pro-slavery. Even then, in a third contest, he 
fell behind Major Harris only 200 votes, after the 
district had two years before given Pierce 2,000 
majority for President. 

The Republican State Convention of 1860 met at 
Decatur May 9, and nominated for the office of Gov- 
ernor Mr. Yates, in preference to Hon. Norman B, 
Judd, of Chicago, and Leonard Swett, of Blooming- 
ton, two of the ablest men of the State, who were 
also candidates before the Convention. Francis A. 
Hoffman, of DuPage County, was nominated for 
Lieutenant Governor. This was the year when Mr. 
Lincoln was a candidate for President, a period re- 
membered as characterized by the great whirlpool 
which precipitated the bloody War of the Rebellion. 
The Douglas Democrats nominated J. C. Allen of 
Crawford County, for Governor, and Lewis W. Ross, 
of Fulton County, for Lieutenant Governor. The 
Breckenridge Democrats and the Bell-Everett party 
had also full tickets in the field. After a most fear- 
ful campaign, the result of the election gave Mr. 
Yates 172,196 votes, and Mr. Allen 159,253. Mr. 
Yates received over a thousand more votes than did 
Mr. Lincoln himself. 


Gov. Yates occupied the chair of State during the Y 
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most critical period of our country’s history. In the 
fate of thé nation was involved that of each State. 
The life struggle of the former derived its sustenance 
from the loyalty of the latter; and Gov. Yates 
seemed to realize the situation, and proved himself 
both loyal and wise in upholding the Government. 
He had a deep hold upon the affections of the 
people, won by his moving eloquence and genial 
manners. Erect and symmetrical in person, of pre- 
possessing appearance, with a winning address anda 
magnetic power, few men possessed more of the ele- 
ments of popularity. His oratory was scholarly and 
captivating, his hearers hardly knowing why they 
were transported. He was social and convivial. In 
the latter respect he was ultimately carried too far. 


The very creditable military efforts of this State 
during the War of the Rebellion, in putting into the 
field the enormous number of about 200,090 soldiers, 
were ever promptly and ably seconded by his excel- 
lency; and the was ambitious to deserve the title of 
“the soldier’s friend.” Immediately after the battle of 
Shiloh he repaired to the field of carnage to look 
after the wounded, and his appeals for aid were 
promptly responded to by the people. His procla- 
mations calling for volunteers were impassionate 
appeals, urging upon the people the duties and re- 
quirements of patriotism; and his special message 
in 1863 to the Democratic Legislature of this State 
pleading for material aid for the sick and wounded 
soldiers of Illinois regiments, breathes a deep fervor 
of noble sentiment and feeling rarely equaled in 
beauty or felicity of expression. Generally his mes- 
sages on political and civil affairs were able and com- 
prehensive. During his administration, however, 
there were no civil events of an engrossing character, 
although two years of his time were replete with 
partisan quarrels of great bitterness. Military ar- 
rests, Knights of the Golden Circle, riot in Fulton 
County, attempted suppression of the Chicago Zimes 
and the usurping State Constitutional Convention of 
1862, were the chief local topics that were exciting 
during the Governor’sterm. This Convention assem- 
bled Jan. 7, and at once took the high position that 
the law calling it was no longer binding, and that it 
had supreme power; that it represented a virtual 


assemblage of the whole people of the State, and was 


sovereign in the exercise of all power necessary to 
effect a peaceable revolution of the State Government 





and to the re-establishment of one for the “happiness, 
prosperity and freedom of the citizens,” limited only 
by the Federal Constitution. Notwithstanding the 
law calling the Convention required its members to 
take an oath to support the Constitution of the State 
as well as that of the general Government, they 
utterly refused to take such oath. They also as- 
sumed legislative powers and passed several import- 
ant “laws!” Interfering with the (then) present 
executive duties, Gov. Yates was provoked to tell 
them plainly that “he did not acknowledge the right 
of the Convention to instruct him in the performance 
of his duty.” 


In 1863 the Governor astonished the Democrats 
by “ proroguing ” their Legislature. This body, after 
a recess, met June 2, that year, and soon began to 
waste time upon various partisan resolutions; and, 
while the two houses were disagreeing upon the 
question of adjourning sine die, the Governor, having 
the authority in such cases, surprised them all by 
adjourning them “ to the Saturday next preceding the 
first Monday in January, 1865!” This led to great 
excitement and confusion, and to a reference of the 
Governor’s act to the Supreme Court, who decided in 
his favor. Then it was the Court’s turn to receive 
abuse for weeks and months afterward. 


During the autumn of 1864 a conspiracy was de- 
tected at Chicago which had for its object the liber- 
ation of the prisoners of war at Camp Douglas, the 
burning of the city and the inauguration of rebellion 
in the North. Gen. Sweet, who had charge of the 
camp at the time, first had his suspicions of danger 
aroused by a number of enigmatically worded letters 
which passed through the Camp postoffice. A de- 
tective afterward discovered that the rebel Gen. 
Marmaduke was in the city, under an assumed 
name, and he, with other rebel officers—Grenfell, 
Morgan, Cantrell, Buckner Morris, and Charles 
Walsh—was arrested, most of whom were convicted 
by a court-martial at Cincinnati and sentenced to 
imprisonment,—Grenfell to be hung. The sentence 
of the latter was afterward commuted to imprison- 
ment for life, and all the others, after nine months’ 
imprisonment, were pardoned. 

In March, 1873, Gov. Yates was appointed a Gov- 
ernment Director of the Union Pacific Railroad, in 
which office he continued until his decease, at St. 
Louis, Mo., on the 27th of November following. 
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*ICHARD J. OGLESBY, Gov- 
ernor 1865-8, and re-elected 
in 1872 and 1884, was born 
July 25, 1824, in Oldham Co., 
Ky.,—the State which might 
be considered the “ mother of 
Illinois Governors.” Bereft of 
his parénts at the tender age 
of eight years, his early education 
was neglected. When 12 years of 
age, and after he had worked a year 
and a half at the carpenter’s trade, 
he removed with an uncle, Willis 
Oglesby, into whose care he had 
been committed, to Decatur, this 
State, where he continued his ap- 
prenticeship as a mechanic, working six months for 
Hon. E. O. Smith. 

In 1844 he commenced studying law at Spring- 
field, with Judge Silas Robbins, and read with him 
one year. He was admmitted to the Bar in 1845, and 
commenced the practice of his chosen profession at 
Sullivan, the county seat of Moultrie County, 

The next year the war with Mexico was com- 
menced, and in June, 1846, Mr. Oglesby volunteered, 
was elected First Lieutenant of Co. C, Fourth Illinois 
Regiment of Volunteers, and participated in the bat- 
tles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo. 

On his return he sought to perfect his law studies 
by attending a course of lectures at Louisville, but 
on the breaking out of the California “gold fever” in 
1849, he crossed the plains and mountains to the 
new Eldorado, driving a six-mule team, with a com- 
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pany of eight men, Henry Prather being the leader. 

In 1852 he returned home to Macon County, and 
was placed that year by the Whig party on the ticket 
of Presidential Electors. In 1856 he visited Europe, 
Asia and Africa, being absent 20 months. On his 
return home he resumed the practice of law, as a 
member of the firm of Gallagher, Wait & Oglesby. 
In 1858 he was the Republican nominee for the 
Lower House of Congress, but was defeated by the 
Hon. James C. Robinson, Democrat. In 1860 he 
was elected to the Illinois State Senate; and on the 
evening the returns of this election were coming in, 
Mr. Oglesby had a fisticuff encounter with “Cerro 
Gordo Williams,” in which he came out victorious, 
and which was regarded as “the first fight of the 
Rebellion.” The following spring, when the war 
had commenced in earnest, his ardent nature 
quickly responded to the demands of patriotism and 
he enlisted. The extra session of the Legislature 
elected him Colonel of the Eighth Illinois Infantry, 
the second one in the State raised to suppress the 
great Rebellion. 

He was shortly entrusted with important com- 
mands. For a time he was stationed at Bird’s Point 
and Cairo; in April he was promoted Brigadier Gen- 
eral; at Fort Donelson his brigade was in the van, 
being stationed on the right of General Grant’s army 
and the first brigade to be attacked. He lost 500 
men before re-inforcements arrived. Many of these 
men were from Macon County. He was engaged in 
the battle of Corinth, and, in a brave charge at this 
place, was shot in the left lung with an ounce ball, 
and was carried from the field in expectation of im- 
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mediate death. That rebel ball he carries to this 
day. On his partial recovery he was promoted as 
Major General, for gillantry, his commission to rank 
from November, 1862. In the spring of 1863 he 
was assigned to the command of the 16th Army 
Corps, but, owing to inability from the effects of his 
wound, he relinquished this command in July, that 
year. Gen. Grant, however, refused to accept his 
resignation, and he was detailed, in December follow- 
ing, to court-martial and try the Surgeon General of 
the Army at Washington, where he remained until 
May, 1864, when he returned home. 


The Republican, or Union, State Convention of 
1864 was held at Springfield, May 25, when Mr. 
Oglesby was nominated for the office of Governor, 
while other candidates before the Convention were 
Allen C. Fuller, of Boone, Jesse K. Dubois, of Sanga- 
mon, and John M. Palmer, of Macoupin. Wm. 
Bross, of Chicago, was nominated for Lieutenant 
Governor. On the Democratic State ticket were 
James C. Robinson, of Clark, for Governor, and S. 
Corning Judd, of Fulton, for Lieutenant Governor. 
The general election gave Gen. Oglesby a majority 
of about 31,000 votes. The Republicans had also a 
majority in both the Legislature and in the repre- 
sentation in Congress. 


Gov. Oglesby was duly inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865. 
The day before the first time set for his installation 
death visited his home at Decatur, and took from it 
his only son, an intelligent and sprightly lad of six 
years, a great favorite of the bereaved parents. This 
caused the inauguration to be postponed a week. 

The political events of the Legislative session of 
1865 were the election of ex-Gov. Yates to the 
United States Senate, and the ratification of the 13th 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
abolishing slavery. This session also signalized 
itself by repealing the notorious “ black laws,” part 
of which, although a dead letter, had held their place 
upon the statute books since 1819. Also, laws re- 
quiring the registration of voters, and establishing a 
State Board of Equalization, were passed by this Leg- 
islature. But the same body evinced that it was cor- 
ruptly influenced by a mercenary lobby, as it adopted 
some bad legislation, over the Governor's veto, nota- 
bly an amendment to a charter for a Chicago horse 
railway, granted in 1859 for 25 years, and now 
sought to be extended gg years. As this méasure 
was promptly passed over his veto by both branches 
of the Legislature, he deemed it useless further to 
attempt to check their headlong career. At this 
session no law ofa general useful character or public 
interest was perfected, unless we count such the 
turning over of the canal to Chicago to be deepened. 
The session of 1867 was still more productive of 
private and special acts. Many omnibus bills were 
proposed, and some passed. The contests over the 
location of the Industrial College, the Capital, the 





Southern Penitentiary, and the canal enlargement 
and Illinois River improvement, dorhinated every- 
thing else. 

During the year 1872, it became evident that if 
the Republicans could re-elect Mr. Oglesby to the 
office of Governor, they could also elect him to the 
United States Senate, which they desired to do. 
Accordingly they re-nominated him for the Execu- 
tive chair, and placed upon the ticket with him for 
Lieutenant Governor, John L. Beveridge, of Cook 
County. On the other side the Democrats put into 
the field Gustavus Koerner for Governor and John 
C. Black for Lieutenant Governor. The election 
gave the Republican ticket majorities ranging from 
35,334 to 56,174,—the Democratic defection being 
caused mainly by their having an old-time Whig and 
Abolitionist, Horace Greeley, on the national ticket 
for President. According to the general understand- 
ing had beforehand, as soon as the Legislature met 
it elected Gov. Oglesby to the United States Senate, 
whereupon Mr. Beveridge became Governor. Sena- 
tor Oglesby’s term expired March 4, 1879, having 
served his party faithfully and exhibited an order of 
statesmanship beyond criticism. 


During the campaign of 1884 Mr. Oglesby was 
nominated for a “third term” as Executive of the 
State of Illinois, against Carter H. Harrison, Mayor 
of Chicago, nominated by the Democrats. Both 
gentlemen ‘stumped ” the State, and while the peo- 
ple elected a Legislature which was a tie on a joint 
ballot, as between the two parties, they gave the 
jovial “ Dick” Oglesby a majority of 15,018 for Gov- 
ernor, and he was inaugurated Jan. 30, 1885. The 
Legislature did not fully organize until this date, on 
account of its equal division between the two main 
parties and the consequent desperate tactics of each 
party to checkmate the latter in the organization of 
the House. 


Gov. Oglesby is a fine-appearing, affable man, with 
regular, well defined features and rotund face. In 
stature he is a little above medium height, of a large 
frame and somewhat fleshy. His physical appear- 
ance is striking and prepossessing, while his straight- 
out, not to say bluff, manner and speech are well 
calculated favorably to impress the average masses. 
Ardent in feeling and strongly committed to the pol- 
icies of his party, he intensifies Republicanism 
among Republicans, while at the same time his jovial 
and liberal manner prevents those of the opposite 
party from hating him. 

He is quite an effective stump orator. With vehc- 
ment, passionate and scornful tone and gestures, 
tremendous physical power, which in speaking he 
exercises to the utmost; with frequent deséents to 
the grotesque; and with abundant homely compari- 
sons or frontier figures, expressed in the broadest 
vernacular and enforced with stentorian emphasis, 
he delights a promiscuous audience beyond measure. 
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ernor 1869-72, was born on 
Eagle Creek, Scott Co. Ky., 
Sept. 13, 1817. During his in- 
fancy, his father, who had been 
a soldier in the war of 1812, re- 
moved to Christian Co., Ky., 
where lands were cheap. Here 
the future Governor of the great 
Prairie State spent his childhood 
and received such meager school- 
ing as the new and sparsely set- 
_tled country afforded. To this 
he added materially by diligent 
reading, for which he evinced an 
eaily aptitude. His father, an ardent Jackson man, 
was also noted for his anti-slavery sentiments, which 
he thoroughly impressed upon his children. In 183i 
he emigrated to Illinois, settling in Madison County. 
Here the labor of improving a farm was pursued for 
about two years, when the death of Mr. Palmer's 
mother broke up the family. About this time Alton 
College was opened, on the “manual labor ” system, 
and in the spring of 1834 young Palmer, with his 
elder brother, Elihu, entered this school and remained 
18 -months. Next, for over three years, he tried 
variously coopering, peddling and school-teaching. 
During the summer of 1838 he formed the ac- 
quaintance of Stephen A. Douglas, then making his 














first canvass for Congress, Young, eloquent and in 
political accord with Mr. Palmer, he won his confi- 
dence, fired his ambition and fixed his purpose. The 
following winter, while teaching near Canton, he be- 
gan to devote his spare time to a desultory reading 
of law, and in the spring entered a law office at Car- 
linville, making his home with his elder brother, 
Elihu. (The latter was a learned clergyman, of con- 
siderable orginality of thought and doctrine.) On 
the next meeting of the Supreme Court he was ad- 
mitted to the Bar, Douglas being one of his examiners. 
He was not immediately successful in his profession, 
and would have located elsewhere than Carlinville 
had he the requisite means. Thus his early poverty 
was a blessing in disguise, for to it he now attributes 
the success of his life. 


From 1839 on, while he diligently pursued his 
profession, he participated more or less in local 
politics. In 1843 he became Probate Judge. In 
1847 he was elected to the State Constitutional Con- 
vention, where he took a leading part. In 1852 he 
was elected to the State Senate, and at the special 
session of February, 1854, true to the anti-slavery 
sentiments bred in him, he took a firm stand in op- 
position to the repeal of the Missouri Compromise; 
and when the Nebraska question became a party 
issue he refused to receive a re-nomination for the 
Senatorship at the hands of the Democracy, issuing { 





a circular to that effect. A few weeks afterward, 
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however, hesitating to break with his party, he par- 
ticipated in a Congressional Convention which nomi- 
T. L. Harris against Richard Yates, and which 
unqualifiedly approved the principles of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act. But laterin the campaign he made 
the plunge, ran for the Senate as an Anti-Nebraska 


he put in nomination for the ,United States Senate 
Mr. Trumbull, and was one of the five steadfast men 
who voted for him until all the Whigs came to their 
support and elected their man. 


In 1856 he was Chairman of the Republican State 
Convention at Bloomington. He ran for Congress in 


Presidential Elector for the State at large. In 1861 
he was appointed one of the five Delegates (all Re- 
publicans) sent by Illinois to the peace congress at 
Washington. 


When the civil conflict broke out, he offered his 
services to his country, and was elected Colonel of the 
14th Ill. Vol. Inf., and participated in the engagements 
at Island No. 10; at Farmington, where he skillfully 
extricated his command from a dangerous position } 
at Stone River, where his division for several hours, 
Dec. 31, 1862, held the advance and stood like a 
rock, and for his gallantry there he was made Major 
General; at Chickamauga, where his and Van Cleve’s 
divisions for two hours maintained their position 
when they were cut off by overpowering numbers. 
Under Gen, Sherman, he was assigned to the 14th 
Army Corps and participated in the Atlanta campaign. 
At Peach-Tree Creek his prudence did much to avert 
disaster. In February, 1865, Gen. Palmer was as- 
signed to the military administration of Kentucky, 
which was a delicate post. That State was about 
half rebel and half Union, and those of the latter 
element were daily fretted by the loss of their slaves. 
He, who had been bred to the rules of common law, 
trembled at the contemplation of his extraordinary 
power over the persons and property of his fellow 
men, with which he was vested in his capacity as 
military Governor; and he exhibited great caution in 
the execution of the duties of his post. 

Gen. Palmer was nominated for Governor of Illi- 
nois by the Republican State Convention which met 
at Peoria May 6, 1868, and his nomination would 
probably ‘have been made by acclamation had he not 
persistently declared that he could not accept a can- 
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Democrat, and was elected. The following winter 


1859, but was defeated. In 1860 he was Republican 





didature for the office. The result of the ensuing 
election gave Mr. Palmer a majority of 44,707 over 
John R. Eden, the Democratic nominee. 


Oa the meeting of the Legislature in January, 
1869, the first thing to arrest public attention was 
that portion of the Governor’s message which took 
broad State’s rights ground. This and some minor 
points, which were more in keeping with the Demo- 
cratic sentiment, constituted the entering wedge for 
the criticisms and reproofs he afterward received 
from the: Republican party, and ultimately resulted 
in his entire aleniation from the latter element. The 
Legislature just referred to was noted for the intro- 
duction of numerous bills in the interest of private 
parties, which were embarrassing to the Governor. 
Among the public acts passed was that which limited 
railroad charges for passenger travel to a maximum 
of three cents per mile; and it was passed over the 
Governor’s veto. Also, they passed, over his veto, 
the “tax-grabbing law” te pay railroza subscriptions, 
the Chicago Lake Front bill, etc. The new State 
Constitution of 1870, far superior to the old, was a 
peaceful “ revolution” which took place during Gov. 
Palmer's term of office. The suffering caused by the 
great Chicago Fire of October, 1871, was greatly 
alleviated by the prompt responses of his excellency. 


Since the expiration of Gov. Palmers’s term, he has 
been somewhat prominent in Illinois politics, and 
has been talked of by many, especially in the Dem- 
ocratic party, as the best man in the State for a 
United States Senator. His business during life has 
been that of the law. Few excel him in an accurate 
appreciation of the depth and scope of its principles. 
The great number of his able veto messages abun- 
dantly testify not only this but also a rare capacity to 
point them out. He is a logical and cogent reasoner 
and an interesting, forcible and convincing speaker, 
though not fluent or ornate. Without brilliancy, his 
dealings are rather with facts and ideas than with 
appeals to passions and prejudices. He is a patriot 
and a statesman of very high order. Physically he is 
above the medium height, of robust frame, ruddy 
complexion and sanguine-nervous temperament. He 
has a large cranial development, is vivacious, social 
in disposition, easy of approach, unostentatious in his 
habits of life, democratic in his habits and manners 
and is a true American in his fundamental principles 
of statesmanship, 
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OHN LOWRYE BEVER- | America from the old Scotch school; and so rigid 
IDGE, Governor 1873-6, was | was the training of young Beveridge that he never 
born in the town of Green- | heard a sermon from any other minister except that 

wich, Washington Co., N. Y., | of his own denomination until he was in his rgth 

Lest July 6, 1824. His peteais year. Later in life he became a member of the 

BE 9) were George and Ann Bever- | Methodist Episcopal Church, which relation he still 

idge. His father’s parents, An- | holds. 

drew and Isabel Beveridge, be- Mr. Beveridge received a good common-school ed- 

fore their marriage emigrated | ucation, but his parents, who could obtain a livelihood 

from Scotland just before the | only by rigid economy and industry, could not send 

Revolutionary War, settling in | him away to college. He was raised upon a farm, 

Washington County. His father | and was in his 18th year when the family removed 

was.the eldest of eight brothers, the | to De Kalb County, this State, when that section was 

youngest of whom was 60 years of | very sparsely settled. Chicago had less than 7,000 

} age when the first one of the num- |} inhabitants. In this wild West he continued asa 

ber died. His mother’s parents, | farm laborer, teaching school during the winter 

James and Agnes Hoy, emigrated | months to supply the means of an education. In the 

from Scotland at the close of the | fall of 1842 he attended one term at the academy at 

Revolutionary War, settling also in | Granville, Putnam Co., IIl., and subsequently several 

Washington Co., N. Y., with their | terms at the Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris, 

"first-born, whose “ native land” was | Ogle Co., Ill:, completing the academic course. At 

the wild ocean, _His parents and | this time, the fall of 1845, his parents and brothers 

grandparents lived beyond the time | were anxious to have him go to college, even though 

; allotted to man, their average age | he had not money sufficient; but, not willing to bur- 

being over 80 years. They belonged to the “ Asso- | den the family, he packed his trunk and with only 

ciate Church,” a seceding Presbyterian body of | $40 in money started South to seek his fortune. y 
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Poor, alone, without friends and influence, he thus 
entered upon the battle of life. 


First, he taught school in Wilson, Overton and 
Jackson Cos., Tenn., in which experience he under- 
went considerable. mental drill, both in book studies 
and in the ways of the world. He read law and was 
admitted to the Bar, in the South, but did not learn 
to love the institution of slavery, although he ad- 
mired many features of Southern character. In De- 
cember, 1847, he returned North, and Jan. 20, 1848, 
he married Miss Helen M. Judson, in the old Clark- 
Street M. E. church in Chicago, her father at that 
time being Pastor of the society there. In the spring 
of 1848 he returned with his wife to Tennessee, 
where his two children, Alla May and Philo Judson, 
were born. 


In the fall of 1849, through the mismanagement 
of an associate, he lost what little he had accumu- 
lated and was left in debt. He soon managed to 
earn means to pay his debts, returned to De Kalb 
Co., Ill., and entered upon the practice of his pro- 
fession at Sycamore, the county seat. On arrival 
from the South he had but one-quarter of a dollar in 
money, and scanty ‘clothing and bedding for himself 
and family. He. borrowed a little money, practiced 
law, worked in public offices, kept books for some of 
the business men of the town, and some railroad en- 
gineering, till the spring of 1854, when he removed 
to Evanston, 12 miles north of Chicago, a place then 
but recently laid out, under the supervision of the 
Northwestern University, a Methodist institution. 
Of the latter his father-in-law was then financial 
agent and business manager. Here Mr. Beveridge 
prospered, and the next year (1855) opened a law 
office in Chicago, where he found the battle some- 
what hard; but he persevered with encouragement 
and increasing success. 


Aug. 12, 1861, his law partner, Gen. John F. 
Farnsworth, secured authority to raise a regiment of 
cavalry, and authorized Mr. Beveridge to raise a 
company forit. He succeeded in a few days in rais- 
ing the company, of course enlisting himself along 
with it. The regiment rendezvoused at St. Charles, 
Ill., was mustered in Sept. 18, and on its organiza- 
tion Mr. B. was elected Second Major. It was at- 
tached, Oct. 11, to the Eighth Cavalry and to the 
Army of the Potomac. He served with the regiment 
until November, 1863, participating in some 4o bat- 


—~4 








tles and skirmishes: was at Fair Oaks, the seven days’ 


- fight around Richmond, Fredericksburg, Chancellors- 


ville and GettysLurg. He commanded the regiment 
the greater part of the summer of 1863, and it was while 
lying in camp this year that he originated the policy 
of encouraging recruits as well as the fighting capac- 
ity of the soldiery, by the wholesale furlough system. 
It worked so well that many other officers adopted 
it. In the fall of this year he recruited another com- 
pany, against heavy odds, in January, 1864, was 
commissioned Colonel of the 17th Ill. Cav., and 
skirmished around in Missouri, concluding with the 
reception of the surrender of Gen. Kirby Smith’s 
army in Arkansas. In 1865 he commanded various 
sub-districts in the Southwest. He was mustered 
out Feb. 6, 1866, safe from the casualties of war and 
a stouter man than when he first enlisted. His men 
idolized him. 

He then returned to Chicago, to practice law, with 
no library and no clientage, and no political experi- 
ence except to help others into office. In the fall of 
1866 he was elected Sheriff of Cook County, serving 
one term; next, until November, 1870, he practiced 
law and closed up the unfinished business of his 
office. He was then elected State Senator; in No- 
vember, 1871, he was elected Congressman at large; 
in November, 1872, he was elected Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor on the ticket with Gov. Oglesby; the latter be- 
ing elected tothe U.S. Senate, Mr. Beveridge became 
Governor, Jan. 21, 1873, Thus, inside of a few 
weeks, he was Congressman at large, Lieutenant 
Governor and Governor. The principal events oc- 
curring during Gov. Beveridge’s administration were: 
The completion of the revision of the statutes, begun 
in 1869; the partial success of the “ farmers’ move- 
ment;” “ Haines’ Legislature ” and Illinois’ exhibit at 
the Centennial. 

Since the close of his gubernatorial term ex-Gov. 
Beveridge has been a member of the firm of Bever- 
idge & Dewey, bankers and dealers in commercial 
paper at 71 Dearborn Street (McCormick Block), 
Chicago, and since November, 1881, he has also been 
Assistant United States Treasurer: office in the 
Government Building. His residence is still at Ev- 
anston. 

He has a brother and two sisters yet residing in 
De Kalb County—James H. Beveridge, Mrs. Jennet 
Henry and Mrs, Isabel French. 
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HELBY M. CULLOM, Gover- 
nor 1877-83, is the sixth child 
of the late Richard N. Cullom, 
and was born Nov. 22, 1829, in 
Wayne Co., Ky., where his fa- 
ther then resided, and whence 
both the Illinois and Tennessee 

branches of the family originated. In 

the following year the family emi- 
grated to the vicinity of Washington, 

Tazewell Co., Ill., when that section 

was very sparsely settled. They lo- 

cated on Deer Creek, in a grove at 
the time occupied by a party of In- 
dians, attracted there by the superior 
hunting and fishing afforded in that 
vicinity. The following winter was 
known as the “hard winter,” the snow ‘being very 
deep and lasting and the weather severely cold; and 
the family had to subsist mainly on boiled corn or 
hominy, and some wild game, for several weeks. In 
the course of time Mr. R. N. Cullom became a prom- 
inent citizen and was several times elected to the 

Legislature, both before and after the removal of the 

capital from Vandalia to cern sine He died about 

187 3- 

Until about 19 years t's age young Cullom grew up 
to agricultural pursuits, attending school as he had 
opportunity during the winter. Within this time, 
however, he spent several months teachins school, 









and in the following summer he “ broke prairie ” with 
an ox team for the neighbors. With the money ob- 
tained by these various ventures, he undertook a 
course of study at the Rock River Seminary, a 
Methodist institution at Mt. Morris, Ogle County; 
but the sudden change to the in-door life of a stu- 
dent told severely upon his health, and he was taken 
home, being considered in a hopeless condition. While 
at Mt. Morris he heard Hon. E. B. Washburne make 
his first speech. 

On recovering health, Mr. Cullom concluded to 
study law, under the instruction of Abraham Lincoln, 
at Springfield, who had by this time attained some 
notoriety as an able lawyer; but the latter, being ab- 
sent from his office most of the time, advised Mr. 
Cullom to enter the office of Stuart & Edwards. 
After about a year of study there, however, his health 
failed again, and he was obliged to return once more 
to out-door life. Accordingly he bought. hogs for 
packing, for A. G. Tyng, in Peoria, and while he re- 
gained his health he gained in purse, netting $400 in 
a few weeks. Having been admitted to the Bar, he 
went to Springfield, where he was soon elected City 
Attorney, on the Anti-Nebraska ticket. 

In 1856 he ran on the Fillmore ticket as a Presi- 
dential Elector, and, although failing to be elected as 
such, he was at the same time elected a Representa- 
tive in the Legislature from Sangamon County, by a 
local coalition of the American and Republican par- 
ties. On the organization of the House, he received 
the vote of the Fillmore men for Speaker. Practicing 
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law until 1860, he was again elected to the Legisla- 
ture, as a Republican, while the county went Demo- 
cratic on the Presidential ticket. In January follow- 
ing he was elected Speaker, probably the youngest 
man who had ever presided over an Illinois Legis- 
lature. After the session of 1861, he was a candidate 
for the State Coastitutional Convention called for 
that year, but was defeated, and thus escaped the 
disgrace of being connected with that abortive party 
scheme to revolutionize the State Government. In 
1862 he was a candidate for the State Senate, but 
was defeated. The same year, however, he was ap- 
pointed by President Liacoln on a Government 
Commission, in company with Gov. Boutwell of 
Massachusetts and Cnarles A. Dana, since of the 
New York Suz, to investigate the affairs of the 
Quartermaster’s and Commissary Departments at 
Cairo. He devoted several months to this duty. 


In 1864 he enieted upon a larger political field, 
being nominated as the Republican candidate for 
Congress from the Eighth (Springfield) District, in 
opposition to the incumbent, John T. Stuart, who had 
been elected in 1862 by about 1,500 majority over 
Leonard Swett, then of Bloomington, now of Chicago. 
The result was the election of Mr. Cullom in Novem- 
ber following by a majority of 1,785. In 1866 he 
was re-clected to Congress, over Dr. E. S. Fowler, by 
the magnificent majority of 4,103! In 1868 he was 
again a candidate, defeating the Hon. B.S. Edwards, 
another of his old preceptors, by 2,884 votes. 


During his first term in Congress he served on the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and Expenditures in 
the Treasury Department; in his second term, on 
the Committees on Foreign Affairs and on Territories ; 
and in his third term he succeeded Mr. Ashley, of 
Ohio, to the Chairmanship of the latter. He intro- 
duced a bill in the House, to aid in the execution of 
law in Utah, which caused more consternation among 
the Mormons than any measure had previously, but 
which, though it passed the House, failed to pass the 
Senate. 

The Republican Convention which met May 25, 
1876, nominated Mr. Cullom for Governor, while the 
other contestant was Goy. Beveridge. For Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they nominated Andrew Shuman, editor 
of the Chicago /ournal. For the same offices the 
Democrats, combining with the Anti-Monopolists, 








farmer and manufacturer, and A. A. Glenn. The 
result of the election was rather close, Mr. Cullom 
obtaining only 6,800 majority. He was inaugurated 
Jan. 8, 1877. 

Great depression prevailed in financial circles at 
this time, as a consequence of the heavy failures of 
1873 and afterward, the effect of which had seemed 
to gather force from that time to the end of Gov. 
Cullom’s first administration. This unspeculative 
period was not calculated to call forth any new 
issues, but the Governor's energies were at one time 
put to task to quell a spirit of insubordination that 
had been begun in Pittsburg, Pa., among the laboring 
classes, and transferred to Illinois at Chicago, East 
St. Louis and Braidwood, at which places laboring 
men for a short time refused to work or allow others 
to work. These disturbances were soon quelled and 
the wheels of industry again set in motion. : 

In May, 1880, Gov. Cullom was re-nominated by 
the Republicans, against Lyman Trumbull, by the 
Democrats; and although the former party was some- 
what handicapped in the campaign by a zealous 
faction opposed to Grant for President and to Grant 
men for office generally, Mr. Cullom was re-elected 
by about 314,565, to 277,532 forthe Democratic State 
ticket.. The Greenback vote at the same time was 
about 27,000. Both Houses of the Legislature again 
became Republican, and no representative of the 
Greenback or Socialist parties were elected. Gov. 
Cullom was inaugurated Jan. 10, 1381. In his mes- 
sage he announced that the last dollar of the State 
debt had been provided for. 

March 4, 1883, the term of David Davis as United 
States Senator from Illinois expired, and Gov. Cul- 
lom was chosen to succeed him. This promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor John M. Hamilton to the Gov- 
ernorship. Senator Cullom’s term in the United 
States Senate will expire March 4, 1889. 

As a practitioner oflaw Mr. C. has been a member 
of the firm of Cullom, Scholes & Mather, at Spring- 
field; and he has also been President of the State 
National Bank. 

He has been married twice,—the first time Dec. 
12, 1855, to Miss Hannah Fisher, by whom he had 
two daughters; and the second time May 5, 1863, 
to Julia Fisher. Mrs. C is a member of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, with which religious body Mr. 
C, is also in sympathy. 
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17 OHN MARSHALL HAMIL- 
@. TON, Governor 1883-5, was 
» born May 28, 1847, in a log 

house upon a farm about two 
miles from Richwood, Union 
County, Ohio. His father was 
Samuel Hamilton, the eldest son 
of Rev. Wm. Hamilton, who, to- 
gether with his brother, the Rev. 
Samuel Hamilton, was among the 


Ohio. The ine of the subject of 
this sketch was, before her marriage, 
() Mrs. Nancy McMorris, who was 

born and raised in Fauquier or Lou- 
;  doun County, Va., and related to the 
two large families of Youngs and Marshalls, well 
known in that commonwealth; and from the latter 
family name was derived the middle name of Gov. 
Hamilton. 

In March, 1854, Mr. Hamilton’s father sold out 
his little pioneer forest home in Union County, O., 
and, loading his few household effects and family 
(of six children) into two emigrant covered wagons, 
moved to Roberts Township, Marshall Co., Ill., being 
21 days on the route. Swamps, unbridged streams 
and innumerable hardships and privations met them 
on their way. Their new home had been previously 
selected by the father. Here, after many long years 
of toil, they succeeded in paying for the land and 
John was, of course, 
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brought up to hard manual labor, with no schooling 
except three or four months in the year at a common 
country school. However, he evinced a capacity 
and taste for a high order of self-education, by 
studying or reading what books he could borrow, as 
the family had but very few in the house. Much of 
his study he prosecuted by the light of a log fire in 
the old-fashioned chimney place. The financial 
panic of 1857 caused the family to come near losing 
their home, to pay debts; but the father and two 
sons, William and John, “buckled to” and_perse- 
vered in hard labor and economy until they redeemed 
their place from the mortgage. 


When the tremendous excitement of the political 
campaign of 1860 reached the neighborhood of Rob- 
erts Township, young Hamilton, who had been 
brought up in the doctrine of anti-slavery, took a zeal- 
ous part in favor of Lincoln’s election. Making special 
efforts to procure a little money to buy a uniform, he 
joined a company of Lincoln Wide-Awakes at Mag- 
nolia, a village not far away. Directly after the 
ensuing election it became evident that trouble 
would ensue with the South, and this Wide-Awake 
company, like many others throughout the country, 
kept up its organization and transformed itself into a 
military company. During the eusuing summer they 
met often for drill and became proficient; but when 
they offered themselves for the war, young Hamilton 
was rejected on account of his youth, he being then 
but 14 years of age. During the winter of 1863-4 he 











making a comfortable home. attended an academy at Henry, Marshall County, Y 
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and in the following May he again enlisted, for the 
fourth time, when he was placed in the rqist Ill. 
Vol. Inf., a regiment then being raised at Elgin, IIL, 
for the 10oo-day service. He took with him 13 other 
lads from his neighborhood, for enlistment in the 
service. Thi$s regiment operated in Southwestern 
Kentucky, for about five months, under Gen. Paine. 


The following winter, 1864-5, Mr. Hamilton taught 
school, and during the two college years 1865-7, he 
went through three years of the curriculum of the 
Ohio Wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio. The 
third year he graduated, the fourth in a class of 46, 
in the classical department. In due time he received 
the degree of M. A. Fora few months he was the 
Principal of Marshall “ College” at Henry, an acad- 
emy under the auspices of the M. E. Church. By 
this time he had commenced the study of law, and 
after earning some money as a temporary Professor 
of Latin at the Illinois Wesleyan University at 
Bloomington, he entered the law office of Weldon, 
Tipton & Benjamin, of that city. Each member of 
this firm has since been distinguished as a Judge. 
Admitted to the Bar in May, 1870, Mr. Hamilton 
was given an interest in the same firm, Tipton hav- 
ing been elected Judge. In October following he 
formed a partnership with J. H. Rowell, at that time 
Prosecuting Attorney. Their business was then 
small, but they increased it to very large proportions, 
practicing in all grades of courts, including even the 
U. S. Supreme Court, and this partnership continued 
unbroken until Feb. 6, 1883, when Mr. Hamilton 
was sworn in as Executive of Illinois. On the 4th 
of March following Mr. Rowell took his seat in Con- 
gress. 

In July, 1871, Mr. Hamilton married Miss Helen 
M. Williams, the daughter of Prof. Wm. G, Williams, 
Professor of Greek in the Ohio Wesleyan University. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. have two daughters and one son. 

In 1876 Mr. Hamilton was nominated by the Re- 
publicans for the State Senate, over other and older 
competitors. He took an active part “on the stump” 
in the campaign, for the success of his party, and was 
elected by a majority of 1,640 over his Democratic- 
Greenback opponent, In the Senate he served on 
the Committees on Judiciary, Revenue, State Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations, Education, and on Miscel- 
lany; and during ‘the contest for the election of a 
U. S. Senator, the Republicans endeavoring to re- 





elect John A. Logan, he voted for the war chief on 
every ballot, even alone when all the other Republi- 
cans had gone over to the Hon. E. B. Lawrence and 
the Democrats and Independents elected Judge 
David Davis. At this session, also, was passed the 
first Board of Health and Medical Practice act, of 
which Mr. Hamilton was a champion, agains? co 
much opposition that the bill was several times 
“laid on the table.” Also, this session authorized 
the location and establishment of a southern peni- 
tentiary, which was fixed at Chester. In the sessior. 
of 1879 Mr. Hamilton was elected President pro tem. 
of the Senate, and was a zealous supporter of John 
A. Logan for the U. S. Senate, who was this time 
elected without any trouble. 


In May, 1880, Mr. Hamilton was nominated on 
the Republican ticket for Lieutenant Governor, his 
principal competitors before the Convention being 
Hon. Wm. A. James, ex-Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Judge Robert Bell, of Wabash 
County, Hon. T. T. Fountain, of Perry County, and 
Hon. M. M. Saddler, of Marion County. He engaged 
actively in the campaign, and his ticket was elected 
by a majority of 41,200. As Lieutenant Governor, 
he presided almost continuously over the Senate in 
the 32d General Assembly and during the early days 
of the 33d, until he succeeded to the Governorship. 
When the Legislature of 1883 elected Gov. Cullom 
to the United States Senate, Lieut. Gov. Hamilton 
succeeded him, under the Constitution, taking the 
oath of office Feb. 6, 1883. He bravely met all the 
annoyances and embarrassments incidental upon 
taking up another’s administration. The principal 
events with which Gov. Hamilton was connected as 
the Chief Executive of the State were, the mine dis- 
aster at Braidwood, the riots in St. Clair and Madison 
Counties in May, 1883, the appropriations for the 
State militia, the adoption of the Harper high-license 
liquor law, the veto of a dangerous railroad bill, etc. 

The Governor was a Delegate at large to the 
National Republican Convention at Chicago in June, 
1884, where his first choice for President was John 
A. Logan, and second choice Chester A. Arthur; but 
he afterward zealously worked for the election of Mr. 
Blaine, true to his party. 

Mr. Hamilton’s term as Governor expired Jan. 30, 
1885, when the great favorite “ Dick” Oglesby was 
inaugurated. 
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becomes’ the duty of the 
people of this county to per; 
petuate the names of their 
‘pioneers, to furnish a record 
of their early settlement, 
and relate the story of their 
progress. The civilization of our 
day, the enlightenment of the age 
and the duty that men of the pres- 
ent time owe to their ancestors, to 
themselves and to their posterity, 
demand that a record of their lives 






graphical history is found a power 
to instruct man by precedent, to 
enliven the mental faculties, and 
to waft down the river of time a 


safe vessel in which the names and actions of the 
people who contributed to raise this country from its 
primitive state may be preserved. Surely and rapidly 
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered 
the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their 
heritage, are passing to their graves. The number re- 
maining who can relate the incidents of the first days 
of settlement is becoming .small indeed, so that an 
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser- 
vation of events without delay, before all the early 
settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time. 

To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind 
from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough, 
in spite of their best works and the most earnest 
efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of 
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion 
and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor- 
tion to the amount of intelligence they possessed. 
The pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the 
names and deeds of their great rulers. ‘The exhu- 
mations made by the archeologists of Egypt from 
buried Memphis indicate a desire of those people 
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and deeds should be made. In bio- - 




















to perpetuate the memory of their achievements. 
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same 
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find the 
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu- 
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle their 
great achievements and carry them down the ages. 
It is also evident that the Mound-bu'lders, in piling 
up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea— 
to leave so:nething to show that they had lived. All 
these works, though many of them costly in the ex- 
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac. 
ters of those whose memory they were intended to 
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of 
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and 
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity; 
the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum- 
bling into dust. 

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli- 
gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating 
a full history—immutable in that it is almost un- 
limited in extent and perpetual in its action; and 
this is through the art of printing. 

To the present generation, however, we are in- 
debted for the introduction of the admirable system 
of local biography. By this system every man, though 
he has not achieved what the world calls greatness, 
has the means to perpetuate his life, his history, 
through the coming ages. 

The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of the 
physical man is left. The monument which his chil- 
dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme- 
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his 
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished, 
which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated 
by a record of this kind. 

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we 
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we col- 
lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we 
think it necessary, as we speak only truth of them, to 
wait until they are dead, or until those who know 
them are gone: to do this we are ashamed only to 
publish to the world the history of those whose lives 
are unworthy of public record. 
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% 


N 
is 


FEODE@AS VDE ODE ODE OSPR OTIS 









mw. 






SOLS ODE ODE SLSOTE 


aS 





SAS 






MITH D. ATKINS, who is a 
lawyer, soldier, journalist and 
politician, was born on the 9th 
of June, 1836, near Elmira, 
Chemung Co., N. Y.,and came 
with his father’s family to Illi- 
nois in 1848, and lived ona 

farm until 1850. He then became 

an apprentice in the office of the 

Prairie Democrat, which was the first 

paper published in Freeport. He 

was educated at Rock River Sem- 
inary, Mt. Morris, Ill., working in 
the printing-office and studying dur- 
ing his spare hours, and in 1852 ob- 
tained the foremanship of the Mt. 

Morris Gazette, while he was yet a 

student in the seminary. In 1853 he became asso- 

ciated with C. C. Allen, who, during the war, was a 

Major on the staff of Maj. Gen. Schofield; they 

bought this paper and established the Register at 

Savanna, Carroll County. In the fall of the same 

year he entered the office of Hiram Bright, in 

Freeport, as a student of law, and was admitted to 

practice June 27, 1855. After his admission he 

continued to read law for some time in the office of 

Goodrich & Scoville, of Chicago, Ill, and then 

entered upon his practice in Freeport, dating his 

entry into the active duties of his profession Sept. 

1, 1856. 

In 1860 Mr. Atkins made a spirited canvass for 
the election of Lincoln to the Presidency and one 
address of his delivered in this memorable cam- 

















‘paign, which was a careful and thorough reyiew 
of the Dred Scott decision, went through several | 


editions. He was elected States’ Attorney for the 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit of Ilinois, and on 
April 17, 1861, while trying a criminal case in 
Stephenson County Circuit Court a telegram was 
received stating that President Lincoln had issued 
his first-call for troops to “suppress the Rebellion. 
He immediately in the court room drew up an en- 
listment roll, which he headed with his own name, 
being the first man to enlist as a private soldier in 
this county. He then announced to the Court and 
jury his decision to prepare without delay for serv- 
ice in the Union army. Leaving the half finished 
case in the hands of a brother attorney he hastened 
out of the court room with his enlistment roll and 
went into the streets of Freeport to find men to 
enlist. Before dusk 100 had signed the roll, and in 
the evening a company organization was formed 
with him as its Captain. He and his companions 
in arms went to Springfield, where they were mus- 
tered in asjCompany A of the 11th Illinois Infant- 
ry. Upon the expiration of his three months’ serv- 
ice he re-enlisted for three years as a private, and 
was again mustered in as Captain of Co. A, 11th Ill. 
Vol. Inf., at Bird’s Point. He was at Ft. Donel- 
son with the unexpired order cf leave of absence — 
on account of sickness, in his pocket, when the com- 
mand of “Forward” was given. He took sixty- 
eight men into this desperate engagement and 
came out with but twenty-three, having been in 
the very thickest of the carnage. 

For gallant service at Ft. Donelson Capt. 
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Atkins was promoted to the position of Major of 
the 11th Regiment, and by the special assignment 
of Gen. Grant, went on the staff of Gen. Hurl- 
burt as Acting-Assistant Adjutant General, and in 
that capacity was engaged with Hurlburt in the 
battle of Pittsburg Landing. His bravery and 
conspicuous service here secured special mention 
in general orders after that fight. Ill-health brought 
on by exhaustive labors and exposure compelled 
his resignation after the battle of Pittsburg Landing, 
and he spent the two subsequent months on the sea 
coast. He recruited in time to take the stump to 
raise troops under the call of 1862, and enlisted in 
the 92d Illinois Infantry, which was mustered in, 
with himself as Colonel, on September 4 of that 
year. He remained in command of this regiment 
until Jan. 17, 1863, when he was placed in com- 
mand of a brigade. While the 92d was at Mt. 
Sterling, Ky., Col. Atkins being in charge of it, a 
grave issue arose. It was the first Yankee regiment 
which had visited that section and hundreds of 
slaves flocked to camp begging for protection, and 
offering their services to fight for freedom. They 
refused to return to their masters, and when their 
owners demanded them as chattels, Col. Atkins 
declined to entertain the peremptory request, not 
feeling that his force should be used to drive them 
back. The owners appealed to the commander of 
the brigade, a Kentuckian, who ordered Atkins 
to return the slaves, but the latter persistently de- 
clined to do this, and never did; his reasons being 
that he was not responsible for the escape of the 


slaves, and that his men had not enlisted to act in - 


the capacity of blood-hounds to hunt them down 
and drive them back. 


The order issued is worthy of preservation and 
is as follows: 


Heapquarrers Camp Dick YATEs, 
Mr. Sreriine, Ky., Nov. 2, 1862. 
GENERAL ORDER No. 1. 

In compliance with General Order No. 1, issued 
from the Headquarters of Demi-Brigade, I hereby 
assume command of the post of Mt. Sterling and 
vicinity. 

Loyal citizens will be protected as such, and the 
civil authorities assisted in the enforcement of the 
laws. 

All loyal citizens and soldiers in Mt. Sterling 





and vicinity are commanded to give information 
of the - whereabouts of:any one who is now, or has 
been in any capacity in the confederate service, 
and to arrest all such parties found in Mt. Sterling 
or Vicinity and report them in custody to the com- 
mander of the post for further proceedings. 

All loyal citizens are commanded to give in- 


formation to the commander of the post, of the’ 


whereabouts of any citizen who has at any time 
during hostilities given any aid or comfort to the 
common enemy. 

Farmers are invited to bring their marketable 
products to the town and camp for sale, and will 
be granted protection in so doing. 

Dealers in intoxicating liquors are commanded 


not to sell, or in any way to dispose of any intoxi- 


cating liquors to any soldier. Anyone doing so, 
will, for the first offense have his stock-in-trade de- 
stroyed; and for the second offense be severely 
punished and confined. 

Loyal citizens who are owners of slaves, are re- 
spectfully notified to keep them at home, as no 
part of my command will in any way be used for 
the purpose of returning fugitive slaves. — It is not 
necessary for Illinois soldiers to become slave- 
hounds to demonstrate their loyalty—their loyalty 
has been proved upon too many bloody battle- 
fields to require new proof. 

By command of Smith D. ArKrs, 
Col. 92d Tll. Vol. Com. Post. 
I. C. Lawver, Adjt. 


With reference to the order the General edito- 
rially says: 

“The last paragraph of that order gave us no end 
of trouble. The colored people would flock into 
camp; at night all who were not employed as offi- 
cers’ servants would be turned out of camp; some 


of them would streak it for the North star, while 


others would return to their masters; our own serv- 
ant was a colored man born at Elkhorn, Wis., 
but we were held responsible for every one of our 
fellow-citizens of African descent who disappeared 
from the plantations about Mt. Sterling. After the 
regiment was ordered away, the Judge of the Cir- 
cuit Court convened a special grand jury and we 
were duly indicted for stealing niggers; we were 
not arrested because the Sheriff found it inconven- 
ient to take us in custody, there being too many 
blue-coated soldiers around; Champ Furgusson, a 
rebel guerrilla, went to Mt. Sterling, and some of 
the citizens of Mt. Sterling being loyal people, and 
belonging to the Episcopal Church, Furgusson set 
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fire to the Episcopal Church, from which the court- 
house caught fire, and was burnt up, including 
the indictments. We have never heard anything 
of them since then. In the end the war freed all 
the colored people of Kentucky, and of all the 
States where slavery existed. ‘he South, when 


- there was no danger of the abolition of slavery in 


any of the States, took up the sword to save slavery, 
and thereby lost slavery. Those who took up the 
sword perished by the sword.” 
Col. Atkins on June 17, 1863, was placed in 
command of the 2d Brigade, 3d Division, Army of 
Kentucky, which he commanded while in the De- 
partment of the Ohio. When the 92d Regiment 
was removed to the Department of the Cumber- 
land he was placed in command of the Ist Brigade, 


1st Division, of the Reserve Corps, and when the . 


regiment was mounted and transferred to Wilder's 
Brigade of Mounted Infantry he accompanied it 
and commanded it until transferred to Kilpatrick’s 
Cavalry Division. 

When Gen. Kilpatrick reformed his division 
preparatory to the great march with Sherman, he 
assigned the command of the 2d Brigade to Col. 
Atkins. When Sherman advanced southward he 
aimed to throw his army between the rebel forces 
and Savannah. The task of deceiving the enemy 
and holding them while the movement was being 
effected was given to Atkins by Kilpatrick and his 
brigade, and he skillfully accomplished it. At Clin- 
ton he charged the enemy and drove them fourteen 
miles to Macon. He assaulted their lines about 
the city and forced them into the works, and held 
them there until Sherman swept to the eastward, leav- 


_ ing him with the enemy in his rear, and nothing be- 


fore him to impede his rapid progress. 
In all the engagements in which he participated 
with his brigade Col. Atkins greatly distinguished 


himself, and especially so at Waynesboro, where 


Wheeler and his cavalry were overwhelmingly de- 
feated. While leading the charge of his troops 
against the rebel columns his color-bearer, Gede 
Scott, was shot down by his side, and his brigade 
flag attracted the attention of the enemy, who 
poured upon it their concentrated fire. In this ter- 
rible storm of leaden hail he bore a charmed life, 
leading prominently in the van and cheering on his 





troops to victory. At Savannah he was breveted 
Brigadier General for gallantry, and was assigned 
to duty under his commission as Brevet Brigadier 
General by special order of President Lincoln and 
at the close of the war, when he was mustered out, 
he was breveted Major Genera) for faithful and 
important service. In all his stations as command- 
ing officer he was popular with both rank and file. 
He was a perfect disciplinarian and was kind and 
considerate to the men under him. His courage 
and his judgment as a stratagist won their confi- 
dence and they readily and heartily supported him 
wherever he went. 

After his military service Gen. Atkins returned 
to Freeport where he has since resided. For many 
years he has been and is now the able editor of the 
Freeport Journal, a daily and weekly, and for nine- 
teen and a half years he held the office of Post- 
master of the city of Freeport. His life has been 
one of great activity, and whatever part he played 
in public affairs has been with great energy and 
fidelity, and we take pleasure in presenting his 
portrait with this brief sketch of his life. 


AMUEL H. AURAND, M. D. It is said 
that ‘‘a prophet is not without honor save 
in his own country.” Old sayings, how- 
ever, are not always true, and a living il- 

lustration of this is the subject of this sketch, who 
has been “man and boy” in Jefferson ‘Township, 
and is now a respected physician and surgeon in 
the village of Loran. Dr. Aurand is the son of 
Joel and Susannah (Getgen) Aurand, who were 
natives of Union County, Pa. They came to Illi- 
nois in 1822, when settlements were sparse and 
neighbors many miles apart. They were attracted 
by the appearance of the country jincluded in Ste- 
phenson County, and settled in Jefferson Township, 
where they remained until about 1865, when they 
removed to Carroll County. The father died in 
August, 1867. In 1861, when President Lincoln 
was calling upon the State, and Goy. Yates was 
calling upon the counties of Illinois for volun- 
teers to serve in the army and assist in crushing 
the Rebellion, which was then in its inception, Joel 
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Aurand heeded the call and enlisted in Co. 
F, 92d Ill. Vol. Inf. During his term of three 
years_he served faithfully and honorably. ; While 
the regiment was located in Tennessee he contracted 
a disease from which he never recovered and which 
was the final cause of his death. The mother sur- 
vives and resides in Loran. They, had a_family 
of ten children, nine of whom are,living. 

The subject of this sketch was the sixth child of 
his parents. He was born in Jefferson Township, 
Stephenson Co., Lll., on_.the. 26th of October, 
1854. When quite young he commenced attend- 
ing the common schools of Stephenson and Carroll 
Counties, and continued up to the age of nineteen 
years. In the spring of 1874 he entered the Wes- 
leyan University, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, where he 
remained one term. In the summer of 1875: he 
taught his first school, and followed this calling ten 
terms. He worked his way along and managed to 
teach two terms and attend school two terms in 
the year until the spring of 1881, when he was 
graduated from the Academic Department of Mt. 
Morris College. He subsequently taught school 
one winter and one summer and during this time 
he began the study of medicine. In September, 
1882, he entered Hahnemann College at Chicago, 
and was graduated in the spring of 1884, securing 
his diploma. With this document in his pocket 
and with his mind well stored with the most mod- 
ern ideas of medicine, he returned to his home at 
Loran and commenced the practice of medicine in 
July, 1884. Having the confidence of the people 
on the score of competency and their esteem because 
of his worth, he at once started on a career of pros- 
perity, which assumes increased proportions as the 
years go by. 

On the 11th of May, i887, Dr. Aurand was mar- 
ried,in Jefferson Township, to Miss Maggie Toll- 
meier, daughter of Simon Tollmeier (see sketch). 
Mrs. Aurand was born in Jefferson Township on 
the 21st of July, 1866. She is a lady of much in- 
telligence and a member of the German Evangel- 
ical Church. 

Dr. Aurand was elected Justice of the Peace, 
but he found that to perform the functions of that 
office would interfere too much with his duties as a 
physician, and accordingly after a short term of 





service, he resigned. He is a Republican in poli- 
tics, and does whatever he can to further the in- 
terests of his party. 
= —_ 4 ————S- 
IM ATHIAS SCHLEDER was born in tne 
Rhine Province, called Rhenish Prussia. 
The Rhine, which is there navigable and cel- 
ebrated for its picturesque beauty, divides 
the Province in two parts. The country is rich in 
agricultural and mineral productions, and the vine 
is extensively cultivated there, the celebrated Rhine 
and Moselle wines being largely manufactured in 
the Province. 

Mathias Schleder, one of the old pioneers of Jo 
Daviess County, is now a retired farmer living in 
Lena. He attended school steadily until he was 
thirteen years of age, and was then employed in 
assistitig his father on the farm, and remained on 
the homestead until he was twenty-one years of 
age. At that period of his life he was inspired 
with military ardor, and resolved to bt a soldier. 
He joined the army, and after serving two years 
returned home and remained with his parents until 
1845. In the autunin of that year young Schleder 
started from home in a sailing-vessel bound for 
America, and after a passage of thirty-nine days, 
during which they encountered some tempestuous 
weather, he landed at New York, and went west- 
ward as far as Pittsburgh, Pa., where, laboring un- 
der the disadvantage of speaking in a foreign 
tongue, in a country and among people whose cus- 
toms were unfamiliar to him, he found it difficult 
to obtain employment. However, with a stout 
heart and willing mind he turned his hand to what- 
ever work he could procure, and during a great 
part of the time was engaged in coal mining. 

Mr. Schleder was married in 1848 to Miss Annie 
Maria Kalts, who was also a native of Rhenish 
Prussia. She was born June 29, 1816, and came to 
America in 1846. They remained in Pittsburgh 
until 1851, and then in the hope of improving his 
circumstances he started for the West, going first 
to Galena via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers. 
Here he spent two months in looking for employ- 
ment, and gaining all the information in regard to 
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the Western country which he could. Having 
learned many of the details of farming while with 
his father at home, he decided to invest in land, 
and purchased a tract of forty acres in Rush Town- 
ship, at thirty-one cents peracre. There was a log 
house standing on the place which the family occu- 
pied nearly four years. They then built a com- 
fortable frame house. The post-office and nearest 
market was at Galena, thirty miles distant, and let- 
ters at that time were rare and costly. 

Mr. Schleder cultivated and improved his farm, 
occasionally adding to it until he finally owned an 
estate of 100 acres. He lived there until 1878, 
when he rented his farm and purchased the place 
in Lena where he now resides. The two acres of 
ground surrounding his residence are well culti- 


vated, and his table is supplied with delicious fruit: 


and vegetables from his own garden. Mr. and 
Mrs. Schleder had a family of six children born to 
them. The following is their record: Mary, now 
Mrs. Bear, is a resident of Carroll County; Kate, 
now Mrs. Matheny, is a resident of Lena; John J. 
is aresident of Lena; Philamena resides in Kansas; 
Josephine resides in Dakota, and Theodore is a 
resident of Chicago. Mr. Schleder and family are 
members of the Roman Catholic Church. 


a 


RIAH BOYDEN. The Boyden family have 

@ a history connected with the early affairs 
of New England which dates back prior to 

the Revolutionary War. They came from Scotland 
and settled in New England some years before the 
struggle for American freedom, and participated in 
the fight to overthrow British oppression. William 
Boyden, father of our subject, was a native of 
Vermont, and was by trade a miller. ° He was 
reared to maturity in Brattleboro, and married his 
wife in the State of Vermont. Her name was 
Lydia Simons, a native of Vermont, and of English 
and Irish descent. The grandfather of Mr. Uriah 
Boyden was-a carpenter, and Mrs. Boyden’s grand- 
father was widely known as a skillful fancy dyer. 
The father of our subject after the birth of two 
children moved to Chenango County, N. Y., and 
there followed his trade of milling. The mother 


“of James and Clarissa (Downer) Snyder. 





afterward died July 16, 1833, in Jefferson County, 
N. Y., and the father later came to the State of 
Illinois, and subsequently lived with our subject, 
dying here Nov. 23, 1863. He had then arrived 
at the remarkably advanced age of ninety-three 
years. 

Uriah Boyden was the youngest of five sons and 
five daughters, and is the only surviving member 
of the family. His birth occurred in Chenango 
County, N. Y., Oct. 15, 1818.. He was reared in 
Jefferson County, N. Y., to which place his parents 
removed when Uriah wastwo years old. Sept. 16, 
1838, Mr. Boyden was married in Onondaga 
County to Miss Almira Snyder. 

Mrs. Boyden was born Jan. 18, 1811, and reared 
in Jefferson County, N. Y. She is the daughter 
Mr. and 
Mrs. 8. lived on a farm and were natives of New 
York State. They subsequently lived and died 
at Turner Junction, Ill. The father had nearly 
attained one hundred years, when he died in Sept- 
ember, 1886, his age then being ninety-eight. 
The mother died at the age of eighty-three, in 1887, 
in Rock City, this county. The father was a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the mother 
an Adventist. 

After marriage, Mr. Boyden brought his young 
bride to Illinois, which was in 1839, and took up 
his residence in Rock Run Township. Since then 
he made a trip to California, but returned within 
a year. He was in the army six months, and was 
a member of Co. I, 74th Illinois Regiment. Capt. 
Irvin was commander of his company, and Col. 
Marsh at the head of the regiment. Mr. Boyden 
saw no active service, however, and while his regi- 
ment was in the South he was discharged on ‘ac- 
count of heart disease; since then he has been 
farming. 

Mr. Boyden now owns 157 acres of land, which 
is mostly improved, and his residence is located on 
section 20 in Rock Run Township. He is the 
father of five children, two of whom are deceased : 
Caroline, widow of John Marsh, lives with her 
father; Ann J. is deceased; Eva E. is the wife of 
John Bowlen Bright, a farmer residing in Jo 
Daviess County; Lucinda is the wife of Joseph 
Kagel, and resides on the Boyden homestead; 
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James §S. is deceased. The family are members of 
the United Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. 
Boyden is Trustee. He has been a Road Commis- 
sioner for seven years. In politics he isa Repub- 
lican. ! 
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UTHER G. HALE, after an active and suc- 
| G cessful career, has retired to private life, 
\, and in the enjoyment of a handsome home 


in Freeport, is spending his later years in the midst 
of plenty and comfort, secured by labor in the 
earlier years of his manhood. He came to the 
West about 1838, and first entered a hardware 
store at Kenosha, Wis., whence he removed to 
Geneva Lake, and established in business for him- 
self. In 1853 he disposed of his interests there, 
and set up in the same business at Freeport, where 
he was engaged until 1857. Then selling out, he 
entered the office of the Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Co., at Freeport, which position he occupied 
for a period of eighteen years, in the meantime 
laying aside from a good salary sufficient upon 
which to retire. He is now usually found at his 
pleasant residence on the corner of Stephenson and 
West streets. His home dwelling is a handsome 
structure, surrounded with beautiful grounds, or- 
namented with evergreen and forest trees. He has 
four lots, and the whole comprises a valuable prop- 
erty, and one complete in its entirety as any home 
within, or adjacent to the city. Mr. Hale and his 
estimable wife are passing down the hill of life, a 
happy, cheerful old couple, and a fine illustration 
of well-spent lives. 

Mr. Hale was born in the town of Brandon, Rut- 
land Co., Vt., Aug. 18, 1818, and is the son of Dr. 
Josiah W. Hale, a successful physician, and distin- 
guished as one of the strongest Abolitionists of 
that time. Dr. Hale was a native of New Hamp- 
shire, and married Miss Rhoda Green, daughter of 
William Green, who served as a soldier in the Rey- 
olutionary War. After removing from his native 
State, he commenced practice near Salisbury, Vt., 
where he continued successfully many years and 
thence removed to Brandon, where he spent the 
remainder of his days, his death taking place in 
1851. The mother had died in early life, when her 





‘son Luther was a mere lad. The parental house- 


hold included five children, and our subject was 
the only son, and is now the only survivor of the 
family. 

Mr. Hale was reared and educated in his native 
county, completing his studies in Casselton Semin- 
ary. Upon starting out for himself in life, he first 
engaged as a clerk, in which capacity he served seven 
years. His subsequent movements we have already 
indicated. The wife of our subject was formerly 


Miss Sarah J. Fitch, of Kinderhook, N. Y. They 


were married Aug. 2, 1849. Mrs. Hale is the 
daughter of Albert B. Fitch, who died of cholera 
in Kenosha, in 1849, and by her union with our sub- 
ject became the mother of three children: Albert 
F., now agent in the depot of the St. Paul Railroad; 
Edith, who died when eighteen years of age, and 
Elsie, who remains at home with her parents. 

Mr. Hale when first becoming a voter, was a 
member of the old Whig party, but since its aban- 
donment has cordially endorsed Republican prin- 
ciples. Duriug the course of a long and worthy 
life, he has gathered around him scores of friends, 
and is the favorite of both young and old. 


POD DE Sa Sm 


~4 AMUEL R. DUBS, the Police Magistrate 


of Freeport, is a native of Pennsylvania, — 


and was born in York County, on the 17th 
of February, 1820. His parents were 
George and Sarah (Rider) Dubs, who were both 
born and raised in York County. They moved to 


-Centre County, Pa., when Samuel R, was about 


two years of age, and the family remained in that 
county until 1843, when the father died. The 
mother, after the death of her husband, came to 
Stephenson County and made her home with her 
son, Samuel R., until her death, which occurred 
suddenly in May, 1863. She was the mother of 
two children, a daughter named Abigail, who mar- 
ried Daniel Machamer, and now resides in Jo Da- 
viess County, Ill., and Samuel R. 

The subject of this sketch passed his youth upon 
his father’s farm in Centre County, until twenty- 
one years of age, during that time obtaining as 
thorough a common-school education as it was pos- 
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sible, and becoming skilled in the work required 
of afarmer.. In 1854 he removed to Stephenson 
County, where he opened and improved a farm, on 
which he remained until 1862, when he disposed 
of it and moved to Freeport, leasing what is known 
as the Pennsylvania House. After operating this 
house as a place of public entertainment for: about 
a year, he purchased a dwelling north of the Brew- 
ster House, where he lived somewhat retired from 
business. In 1886, through the partiality of his 
friends, and the citizens generally, he was elected 
to the office of Police Magistrate for a term of four 
years. In the administration of this office he 
seems to be giving general satisfaction. 

Mr. Dubs was married, in 1840, to Miss Susannah 
Hockman, of Centre County, Pa. They became 
the parents of nine children, six of whom grew to 
maturity, but only four of whom are living, one 
daughter and three sons: Charles F. is deceased; 
Henry is an operator on the New Board of Trade, 
Chicago; Daniel, a blacksmith in the Stover Man- 
ufacturing Company; Samuel, a clerk; Jennie, the 
wife of George Dana, of Boone, Iowa; Sarah J. 
married Peter Bixler, and is now deceased. 

In politics, Mr. Dubs is a Democrat, and is a 
strong supporter of Cleveland’s administration. 
He is closely attentive to the cases brought before 
him, firm and prompt in his decisions, and dispenses 
justice without fear, favor or affection. The of- 
ficial. record he is making reflects credit upon his 
judgment and his capacities. 
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ANFORD S. SHERMAN, a farmer who 
resides on section 19, in Waddams Town- 

ship, was born in Essex County, N. Y., 

Aug. 18, 1830. He grew to manhood in 

his native county, where he attended the district 
school and assisted his father in the routine of farm 
labor. At the age of nineteen he was sent by his 
father to choose a location for the family in the 
far West. He first came to Knox County, IIL, 
where his elder sister lived. Here he rented a farm 
of 160 acres, and in the following spring his father’s 
family joined him. In the fall of the same year he 
procured a pair of horses and a light wagon, and 





with his father, mother and eldest sister, set out for 
Jackson County, Iowa. At that day the country 
west of the Mississippi River was thinly settled, 
and his father not liking the prospects concluded 
to return. Sanford S., the following spring, went 
to Peoria County, with but twenty-five cents in his 
pocket. He engagecl to work for a farmer for nine 
months, at $13 per month, who afterward engaged 
his services for one year at $15 per month. He 
then remained with the same man’s brother-in-law 
for nearly two years, after which he returned to 


Galesburg and worked for his own brother-in-law 


for $26 per month. He remained with him two 
seasons, then engaged with another man in the 
same locality, working with different farmers until 
the year 1855, when ne began teaming for a flour- 
ing-mill at Henderson, Galesburg, and other places 
on the line of the C., B. & Q. R. R. In the spring 
of 1856 he returned to New York State, but be- 
coming homesick in two weeks retraced his foot- 
steps to Illinois, and for one year rented a farm two 
miles west of Galesburg, and there engaged in 
farming until the fall of 1858, when he came to 
Stephenson County and farmed for two seasons, 
after which he purchased the farm upon which he 
now resides. By dint of hard labor he has suc- 
ceeded in placing his farm under a high state of- 
cultivation, with a fine orchard and beautiful shade 
trees, and has also erected costly farm buildings. 

Sanford S, Sherman and Emma Lock were mar- 
ried Feb. 6, 1859. Mrs. S. was the daughter of 
John M. Lock, who was a native of Vermont. She 
was born Oct. 14, 1842, at Port Henry, Essex Co., 
N. Y. Her grandfather was Rev. Isaac Lock; a 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
one of the first settlers of Essex County, N. Y. He 
spent the last years of his lifein Maria. The father 
of Mrs. Sherman was very young when his parents 
moved to the State of New York, where he grew 
up and was married to Lucinda Fowler, who was a 
native of Vermont. He served several years as 
dock master at Port Henry. In 1856 he came to 
the Prairie State, and settled in Waddams Town- 
ship on section 25, where he remained until his 
death, which occurred Oct. 3, 1882, leaving his 
widow on the old homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sherman have six children living, 
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to-wit: Birdie L., wife of J. H. Becker, now living 
in Melrose Township, Grundy Co., Iowa; Edric 
E. lives in Mt. Morris, Ogle County; Lillie re- 
sides with her grandmother; John E. L., Rose D. 
and Raymond L., are at home. Four children, 
Earnest, Grace, Rogers and Daisie, are dead. 

Sanford S. Sherman is a member of the United 
Brethren Church. Mrs. Sherman is a member of 
the Methodist Church. Mr. S. is a Republican in 
politics, his father formerly being a Whig until the 
time of the Rebellion, when he became a Repub- 
lican. Sanford S. is one of the representative men 
of Stephenson County, and is a living illustration 
of what may be accomplished by a young man who 
has the determination and industrious habits pos- 
sessed by our subject. He looks about his pleasant 
and happy home, and may well feel great satisfac- 
tion when he remembers that it was by his own 
tireless energies that he became the possessor of 
the comfortable home in which he can spend the last 
days of his life. 


S. WAGNER, one of the men who have 

assisted in making Oneco one of the best 

townships of Stephenson County, is a native 
of Northumberland County, Pa., where he was born 
on the 14th of February, 1833. He is the son of 
Jacob Wagner, who was born in 1799, and died in 
1867. The grandfather’s name was also Jacob; he 
was born in Berks County, Pa., and was married in 
Northumberland, and died May 27, 1833, at the 
age of seventy-five. The latter years of his life 
were spent in Northumberland County. The grand- 
mother was Miss Eva Ranchler, who died May 7, 
1813, aged fifty-two years. 

The father of the subject of this sketch was by 
trade a carpenter. He learned his trade in North- 
umberland County, where he was born, and at the 
age of eighteen or twenty he went to work for him- 
self, visiting different towns throughout that sec- 
tion of Pennsylvania. At the age of thirty-three, 
in Northumberland County, he married Miss Sarah 
Seiler. After his marriage he farmed a property 
he had bought, consisting of thirty acres, and 
worked at his trade at such times as the farm did 





not claim his attention. He accumulated land as 
his means increased. In the year 1846 he went 
overland, to Pittsburgh, Pa., and from there by | 
boat on the Ohio and Mississippi, to Savanna, Il, 
and from that point overland to Ogle County, 
where he remained several weeks. From there he 
removed to Oneco Township, Stephenson County, 
where he had purchased a farm of 320 acres, 100 of 
which were under improvement, and on which 
stood two log cabins. The farm cost him $1,000, 
and was situated half a mile south of the present 
home of E. S. Wagner. He lived there until his 
death, and during his residence was School Director 
and filled several other local offices. His wife was 
the daughter of Mr. Seiler, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, as were all of her people. Her father was a 
miller by trade. There were born to them twelve 
children, of whom Mrs. Wagner was the second 
child. Eight of the children are living in this 
county and other parts of the West. Five of them 
were born in Stephenson County. 

E.S. Wagner lived with his parents until he was 
twenty-five years old, and worked on the farm dur- 
ing the summer, and attended the district schools 
during the winter months. At the age of twenty- 
five he rented a portion of his father’s farm for three 
years, then purchased a part of the old homestead 
for which he worked four years, and which he sub- 
sequently sold back to his father, purchasing his 
present home, which consists of eighty acres in 
Oneco. Township, and twenty-four acres over the 
line in Wisconsin. He paid for this land $30 per 
acre. In 1880 he bought eighty additional acres, 
paying therefor $45 per acre. He has resided on 
this land continuously since. He is now serving 
as Assessor for the third term. He has been School 
Director and President of a farmers’ cheese factory. 

Mr. Wagner was married, in 1858, to Miss Mary 
C. Hassinger, born in 1842, and daughter of George 
Hassinger, of Pennsylvania. Their children are Ad- 
die M., born June 8, 1859; Willard A., Feb. 23, 
1861; George S., Jan. 6, 1863; Samuel G., March 
7, 1864; Ira J., Nov. 2,1866. Willard is married 
and is living on the home farm; George S. is a 
merchant, and conducts a clothing store and ex- 
press office at Monroe, Wis.; Samuel is a druggist 
in Beloit, Kan., and Ira is at home. 



































STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


197 








The brothers and sisters of Mr. Wagner are_Se- 
linda J., born July 18, 1831; Carolina, Oct. 14, 
1834; Harriet, Oct. 24, 1836; Franklin,jborn Nov. 
19, 1838, and died March 30, 1840; Amanda, born 
Jan. 10, 1841, and died Oct. 23, 1861; Emanuel, 
born March 5, 1843, and died Aug. 5,1851; Sarah 
Ann, born Feb. 16, 1845; Mary Ellen, born Aug. 
8, 1847, and died Aug. 13, 1851; George, born 
May 24, 1849; Amelia C., March 21,1851; Daniel 
S., April 8,1853. Mr. Wagner’s father died March 
80, 1867, and his mother Feb. 2, 1883. — 

Mr. Wagner is an Elder in the Lutheran Chureh. 
and for several years has been the Sunday-school 
Superintendent. He has lived a Christian life as 
nearly as it is possible, and enjoys the’esteem and 
respect of all. 


|B erage 2 HARTZELL, father of Aman- 
D dis Hartzell, who is well known through- 
} out Buckeye Township, was a native of Al- 
lentown, Pa., born March 2, 1815. His 
father, Solomon, and his grandfather, Henry Hart- 
zell, were natives of the same county. The father 
of the latter, who was the great-grandfather of our 
subject, was a native of Germany. He emigrated 
to America as a Hessian soldier during the Revo- 
lutionary War, and after the termination of the 
conflict between the Colonies and the Mother 
Country, he settled in Lehigh County, Pa.,“ where 
he was married and reared a family. His son 
Henry was born and reared in Lehigh County, 
where he spent his entire life, and also reared a 
family. Among the children of Henry Hartzell 
was Solomon, the father of our subject. 

Solomon learned the trade of a weaver and also 
that of a stonemason, and served as a soldier in 
the War of 1812. Afterward he followed his 
trade of stonemason in Lehigh County until 1858, 
when he migrated to this State and died at the 
home of his son Benjamin in 1861. 

Solomon Hartzell married in early manhood 
Miss Rebecca Smith, a native of his own county, 
but who died while they were residents of Lycom- 
ing County. Mr. Hartzell early in life became ac- 
quainted with its difficulties and hardships, and 
often worked as a stonemason at twenty-five cents 





per day while serving his apprenticeship. Benja- 
min Hartzell became a resident of this county in 
1848, stopping first with William Retzman and 'sub- 
sequently taking up his abode in Oneco Township, 
remaining there three years employed on a farm, 
after which he purchased the property in Buckeye 
Township which he now occupies. Upon this is a 
good set of farm buildings, and the entire premises 
presents the picture of a country; home” furnished 
with all modern conveniences and abounding in 
comfort and plenty. The sons managed the farm 
while the father was employed at his” trade,” until 
1840. His marriage with Miss Sarah Schadle took 
place in Lehigh County, Pa., in the spring of 1857. 
This lady was a native of Union County, Pa., and 
became the mother of eight children, namely: 
Priscilla; William, deceased ; Susanna; Samuel is a 
resident of Cass County, Neb.;° Amandis’ occupies 
the homestead; Daniel and Satila are deceased, and 
Susanna is the wife of Henry Rubendall, a‘resident 
of Waddams Township; Benjamin Hartzell is a 
resident of Orangeville. 

Amandis Hartzell received his’early education in 
the district school and supplemented his studies by 
an attendanve of four’terms at Northwestern Col- 
lege at Naperville. When prepared 'to establish a 
home of his own he’ was; united in marriage ‘with 
Miss Carrie Hughes, Nov. 16, 1881. Mrs. Hart- 
zell is a native of Du Page County, IIl., and the 
daughter of Bushrod Hughes, who was born in 
Schuyler County. Pa. Her paternal grandfather, 
John Hughes, was a native of Ireland, whence he 
emigrated when a young man, settling first in 
Schuylkill County and removing later to Lebanon 
County, where he spent the remainder of his life. 
Bushrod Hughes came to Illinois in 1857, and set- 
tled in Naperville, where his death]'took place in 
1879. His wife was formerly Miss Sarah Shindle, 
a native of Reading, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Hartzell 
have two children, a son and a daughter, Edna 
May and Allen L. Amandis soon after his mar- 
riage settled on the old homestead, where he has 
since been successfully engaged in general farming, 
and is worthily wearing the mantle of his honored 
father, being”successful in his farming and business 
transactions, and is numbered’ among the valued 
members of the community. 
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| large and lucrative practice, is a native of 
iY Southern Kansas, and was born on the 8th 
of August, 1832. His father, Abner 
Caldwell, belonged to the celebrated Caldwell fam- 


‘the Southern statesman, John C. Calhoun. The 
Doctor’s advantages on the frontier, his father hay- 
ing been an Indian agent, were so limited that at 
the age of fourteen he knew not a letter of the al- 
phabet. When fourteen years of age Dr. Caldwell 
went to Michigan, where he commenced and com- 
pleted his literary course; then he began his ex- 


versity of Michigan. He afterward pursued the 
study of medicine and surgery in Cincinnati, Phil- 
adelphia, New York, Berlin, Vienna, Paris and 
London. Dr. Caldwell came to Jo Daviess County 
in the year 1856, carrying his entire worldly pos- 
sessions, which consisted of $20, in his pocket. He 
taught school one winter and then engaged in the 
practice of his profession at Elizabeth, where he 
remained fifteen years. He then removed to War- 
ren, where he resided seven years and built up a 
very large and successful practice. 

In April, 1877, the Doctor went abroad and spent 
two years in Europe, pursuing his studies in Berlin, 
Vienna, Paris and London. Returning to America 
in June, 1879, ripe with the experience of twenty- 
one years’ practice and two years’ study in the 
most eminent institutions of the Old World, he lo- 
cated in Freeport, and at once entered upon a pro- 
fessional career which has been a success from the 
start. Dr. Caldwell has received five diplomas 
from different medical institutions. He is Presi- 
dent of the Board of Pension Examiners of this 
district, appointed by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. He is a member of the Illinois State Medi- 
cal Society, and also of the International Medical 
Congress, which met at Washington, D. C., in Sep- 
tember, 1887. He is also a member of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and of the British Gyne- 
cological Society. 

During his visit to Europe Dr. Caldwell devoted 
his time to surgery and the diseases of women. He 
is a great student, and is thoroughly devoted to 
the interests of his profession. His practice has 









IN* W. S. CALDWELL, who enjoys a. 


ily of halfa century ago. He was a full cousin of 


tended course in the study of medicine at the Uni- 





proved very remunerative and he is considered one 
of the wealthy men of Freeport. While his pro- 
fession is very exacting, yet he improves every op- 
portunity to participate in all movements for the 
advancement of the city. 

The Doctor’s familiarity with French and Ger- 
man enables him to keep abreast of the march of 
science in those countries, which he persistently 
does, through. reading their standard works. 

The Doctor was married to Catharine Hutchins 
April 1, 1858. 

SS) SS 
OHN DILLEY isa successful farmer now liv- 
| ing on section 10, Ridott Township, where 
he owns 160 acres of well-improved land. 
Mr Dilley was born in Germany, Sept. 21, 
1827. His father, John Dilley, Sr., is now living in 
Silver Creek Township, at the ripe age of eighty- 
four years. ‘The father had married Dora Schmidt, 
who is yet living, and is eighty-two years of age. 

John Dilley and wife came to the United States 
about 1854. The subject of our sketch is the eldest 
child and only son, there being three girls. He 
grew upin his native Province until fifteen years 
old. At this age he set out for the United States, 
and made his first settlement in Minnesota in 1842. 
He worked at Stillwater in- that State for seven 
years. When he left Minnesota he came to Illinois 
and located in Ridott Township. He was married 
here in 1856 to Miss Barbara Miller, who was 
born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, April 15, 1837. 
She is the daughter of Louis Miller, who came to 
this country in 1840 and died at the age of about 
seventy-five years in Iowa. Mrs. Dilley was the 
youngest daughter of six children. Her mother’s 
maiden name was Barbara Kline, who is now 
deceased, having died in this township at the age of 
about fifty-five years. Mrs. Dilley is the mother of 
a large family of children, one of whom is dead. 
These are Louis, who is married; Charles, Barbara, 
Albert, George; Katie, who is also married ; August 
and Adam. John Adam is the deceased child. 

After marriage Mr. Dilley settled on section 16, 
in Ridott Township, where he partly improved his 
eighty acres of land. He sold it and bought 
where he now lives. His farm is being constantly 


cultivated and is well improved. The family = 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


politics, Mr. Dilley is a Democrat. 
i‘. 
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Be FLACHTEMEIER is senior partner 

of the firm of Flachtemeier Bros., marble 
Ire and granite dealers, Freeport, Il. This 
concern is the largest of the kind in the Northwest, 


and occupies a large, two-story brick building, with 
a glass front. Besides doing all kinds of marble 


ting and dressing fine building stone, curbing, 
door and window sills, fronts for banks, steps, etc. 
The subject of this sketch was born in Prussia, 
on the 5th of July, 1851. His parents were Chris- 
tian and Minnie Flachtemeier, who were emigrants 
to America in 1867. After arriving in New York 
they came West and located at Freeport, Ill. Be- 
fore coming to this country the subject of this 
sketch attended school seven years. Whén he ar- 
rived at Freeport with his parents he was sixteen 
years of age. He commenced working at the mar- 


age, and after coming to Freeport engaged in work 
at his trade with a Mr. H. Nott, continuing for 


ough knowledge of all branches of the business. 
He then embarked in business for himself, opening 
an establishment on Galena street, in which he con- 
tinued for nine years. He formed a partnership 
with his brother, W. H., in- January, 1885, and in 
1886 they built the business house on Stephenson 
street which they now occupy. It is 40x60 feet, 
and is two stories high. They are very extensively 
engaged in the manufacture of all kinds of marble 
work, both plain and ornamental, and are prepared 
to produce work from the plainest slab to the most 
elaborate monument. ‘They also prepare stone for 
the various purposes of building. ‘They ship the 
products of their skill into all the neighboring 
towns. Their business extends throughout Ogle, 
Jo Daviess, Champaign, Stephenson and other coun- 
ties. He and his brother are both practical men, 
being marble cutters; they constantly employ ten 
men, and sometimes as ‘high as fifteen. Their 
works are kept in constant operation during all 
seasons of the year. 

Mr. Flachtemeier was married to Miss Minnie 
Wittbeker in 1873, daughter of A. and Minnie 
Wittbeker, of Freeport. They have two children 
-—Ada L. and Arthur $. Mr. Flachtemeier has 


cutting, they do a large business in the way of cut-_ 


ble cutting business when about twelve years of 


some seven years, in which time he acquired athor- | 





held the office of Assistant Supervisor, and is a 
member of Freeport Lodge No. 239, I. O. O. F., 
and Excelsior Lodge No. 91, A. F. & A. M. He 
and his wife are members of the Evangelical Church. 


SAY 
Le S< 


ANIEL C. STOVER, of Freeport, has been 
identified with the business interests of 

. Northern Illinois for over twenty years. 

He has been distinguished by native en- 

ergy to a more than ordinary extent, and from his 
youth his busy brain has been ever active, devising 
some scheme which could be put to practical use 
and become of benefit to the farming and indus- 
trial community. He was the original inventor of 
the automatic machine for the manufacture of 
barbed wire, which from the first rendered great 
service and commanded an immense sale. He has 
been continuously improving his first device, and 
for the past twenty years has devoted his time to 
perfecting his patents, of which he has taken out 
fully 100, nearly all of which have been of great 
utility and upon which he has realized a snug 
fortune. At the same time his work has consti- 
tuted him‘a public benefactor, his inventions being 
as valuable to the country as remunerative to him- 
self. rae 
Mr. Stover is a native of Pennsylvania and was 
born near Greencastle, Franklin County, May 9, 
1840. His father, Jacob P. Stover, was a success- 
ful farmer of Franklin County, and his mother, 
formerly Miss Elizabeth Emmert, was a lady pos- 
sessing a fine intellect ancl all the womanly virtues 
to a high degree. She was born in Washington 
County, Md., and the parents after marriage 
located in Franklin County, Pa., where they reared 
a family and spent the remainder of their days. 
The household included twelve children, six sons 
and six daughters. Daniel C., the subject of our 
sketch, was next to the youngest of the family. His 
boyhood days were spent upon his father’s farm, 


and he received the advantages of the common 


school, only remaining with ‘his parents until 
eighteen years of age. He then left the home roof 
to commence the. battle of life upon his own ac- 

































202 STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








count. He was variously employed for a time and 
finally decided to go to California. He embarked 
upon a steamer at New York, and going by way of 
the Isthmus of Panama, arrived upon the Pacific 
Slope four weeks later, and in company with a 
brother entered the mines and was occupied over a 
year in searching for the yellow ore. 

Young Stover, upon returning from California, 
remained for a time at his old home in Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1864 drifted westward to this State. 
He first took up his residence at Lanark, where he 
spent two years. He had already begun his career 
as an inventor by perfecting a corn cultivator, and 
in 1866 came to Freeport and began its manufact- 
ure, having already secured a patent. He operated 
on a small scale at first, utilizing his spare time in 
the invention of a wind-mill, upon which he 
secured letters patent, and soon began the manu- 
facture of this also. His first shop was in the old 
Presbyterian Church, which was located at the 
corner of Walnut and Stephenson streets. He con- 
tinued the manufacture of the latter invention a 
number of years, then disposed of his interest in it 
and turned his attention to the manufacture of 
barbed wire for fencing. To this he had already 
given much thought, and was prepared to put it 
upon the market in a state which at once com- 
mended it to those who had use for that article. 
After securing the large number. of patents which 
we have already mentioned, he produced a machine 
for the mannfacture of wire door-matting, on 
which he has taken out four different patents, and 
the right of which he sold for the round sum of 
$25,000. His wind-mills are manufactured and 
sold extensively in every part of the civilized 
world. 

The success of Mr. Stover has been largely the 
result of his inventive genius, which manifested 
itself early in life. Even when a small child the 
spectacle of wheels in motion had for him a re- 
markable fascination, and to this day there is noth- 
ing which so excites his admiration as the magnifi- 
cent machinery of this age, as displayed either in 
stationary or locomotive engines. In addition to 
this peculiarity of his make-up, nothing has pleased 
him better than to note the development of his 
adopted State and the building-up of its institu- 





tions, both industrial and educational. He is one 
of the heayiest stockholders in the Henny Buggy 
Works of Freeport, which is one of the largest 
manufactories of its kind in the Northwest, and of 
which Mr. Stover is President. He also holds the 
same position in the Stover Manufacturing Com- 
pany, which was organized in 1879 and of which 
he is a leading stockholder. His success in life has 
been phenomenal, and there is no question in the 
minds of those who have watched his useful career 
and noted the benefits which he has involuntarily 
strewn around him, concerning the propriety of his 
occupying, as he does, a leading position among 
the representative men of Stephenson County. His 
successes have also operated to continue in him the 
genial and companionable spirit which character- 
ized his youth and boyhood, and there is no man 
more attentive to the call of assistance for deserv- 
ing charities and to build up the enterprises which 
have for their object the advancement of the com- 
mon people. It would be impossible in a brief 
sketch of this kind to enumerate the many chan- 
nels in which his generosity has flowed, but the 
man is universally recognized by the people who 
have known him best and longest. 

The marriage of Daniel C. Stover and Miss 
Mary C., daughter of Dr. J. B. Porter, of Lanark, 
Ill., was celebrated at the home of the bride, July 
13, 1871. 
birth of two children, a son and a daughter—Por- 
ter S. and Mary P. The residence of Mr. Stover 
is located on Stephenson street, in the midst of 
beautiful grounds, with a fine lawn in front, orna- 
mented with choice shrubs and shade-trees. The 
building is of brick, two stories in hight, finished 
and furnished in modern style and indicating 
within and without the cultivated taste and ample 
means of the owner. Here Mr. Stover and his 
estimable wife entertain in a hospitable manner a 
large circle of friends, composed of the refined and 
cultivated people of Freeport and vicinity. 

The father of Mrs. Stover, Dr. Porter, of Lanark, 
was one of the most prosperous physicians of Car- 
roll County, where he built up an extensive prac- 
tice and fully established himself in the esteem 
of the people of his community. 

Among the numerous portraits presented in this 
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volume, none will be more highly appreciated by 


the patrons of this work, which embraces the best 
people in the county, than that of Mr. D. C. Stover. 


O DAVIESS WADAMS, of West Point 
Township, is the proud possessor of a tract 
| of land entered by his father from the 
United States Government. He has been a 
resident of this county since a child four years 
of age, when his parents came hither to en- 
ter upon the vicissitudes of life in a new and un- 
tried section of country. They located upon an 
unimproved tract of prairie and erected a dwelling 
after the fashion of those days, at a time when 
their neighbors were few and far between, and in 
a locality where there were no schools established 
for many years later. The father of our subject, 
however, who was a man of more than ordinary in- 
telligence and forethought, determined that his 
children should not grow up in ignorance, and 
hired a teacher to come to his house and instruct 
them. 

The children of the parental household were also 
taught those habits of industry which became the 
secret of their success in after life, and the econ- 
omy which formed so large a part of the principles 
of the old pioneers that their descendants in the 
midst of plenty still hold contempt for waste and 
extravagance. This principle, if more thoroughly 
taught, would be the means of saving many from 
loss of property and the embarassment and suffer- 
ing consequent upon the idle outlay of money. 

Young Wadams remained under the home roof 
until the death of his parents, assisting in the de- 
velopment of the farm and becoming an important 
factor in the cultivation of the soil and the best 
means of managing the farm. His father added 
to his first possessions after the land came into the 
market until the farm included 300 acres. At the 
beginning the nearest market was among the lead- 


mines at New Diggings and across the line in Wis- 


consin. The farmer received for his oats but ten 
cents per bushel, and for pork from one and one- 
half to two cents per pound when dressed. 

Mr. Wadams is a native of Illinois, born Oct. 2, 


| 





1829. His father, William Wadams, a native of 
New York State, was born in Auburn Dec. 2, 1786, 
where he grew to manhood and was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Lucy Rolland, who was born in 
Corinth, Vt., Aug. 31, 1799. In 1814 they re- 
moved to the Territory of Indiana, locating in La 
Fayette County, where, with the exception of two 
years spent in Lorain County, Ohio, they remained 
until 1827. This latter year was marked by their 
emigration to this State, and they settled on the 
present s?te of the flourishing city of Galena. The 
only features which then attracted attention to the 
spot were a few straggling log cabins and one or 
two stores carried on after the fashion of those 
days, also in cabins. After the breaking out of the 
Black Hawk War the family repaired to White Oak 
Springs, in Jo Daviess County, to which many 
other settlers fled for safety. Mr. Wadams had 
been engaged in mining, but afterward rented 

land and occupied himself in farm pursuits. Sub- 

sequently he made a claim on section 13, in that 

part of Jo Daviess County now included in West 
Point Township, Stephenson County, where he put 

up a log cabin, of which he took possession with 

his family after the close of this war. He then 

commenced in earnest to cultivate the soil and es- 

tablish a permanent and comfortable homestead, 

where he spent the remainder of his days, and 

where his death occurred May 15, 1856. The 

wife and mother survived him for twenty- 

two years, her death taking place at the home- 

stead Aug. 31, 1878. The grove near which the 

father of our subject first located was named in his 

honor, as was also one of the townships in Jo Da- 

viess County. 

The father of Jo Daviess Wadams was character- 
ized by energy and industry, and became prom- 
inent in the local affairs of Jo Daviess and Stephen- 
son Counties. He served as Justice of the Peace 
for several years, and presided at the weddings of 
many of the young men and maidens in that 
locality. While living near what is now Galena, 
he put up a flouring-mill, which was operated by 
water-power and had its machinery fashioned con- 
siderably after the style of the modern coffee-mill. 
It was the first mill of the kind in that section, and 
was valued accordingly by the pioneers. Mr. 
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Wadams after a time added to his facilities for 
grinding by procuring two. good buhr-stones, 
which greatly assisted operations. He was a 
man of decided opinions, and in early. man- 
hood a stanch adherent of the old Whig party. 
After its abandonment by the organization of the 
Republicans, he cordially wheeled into the ranks of 
the latter party and remained an earnest supporter 
of its principles until his death. Like many of the 
sturdy spirits of that time, he had little sympathy 
with “new-fangled notions,’ and was averse to 
change unless it appeared decidedly for the best. 
His wife never rode in a steam-car, and saw but 
few of them during her life. The parental family 
included"thirteen children. 

Our subject, with the exception of one winter 
spent in Iowa after he was twenty-one years old, 
remained continuously a resident of this and Jo 
Daviess Counties until December, 1886. That win- 
ter he spent in Florida, returning north in June, 
The log cabin where he was born remained 
his dwelling-place until about the outbreak of. the 
late war. In 1863°he completed a frame house 
which occupies the site of the primitive structure 
which he for so many years called home, and was 
content to consider the dearest spot on earth. 


OTR RE 


W. BROWN, deceased, one of the best- 
G known men and merchants of Stephenson 
County, was born in Providence, R. I., and 
is the last of a family of six brothers and one sis- 
ter. He was born in 1818, and at the time of his 
death was in the sixty-ninth year of his age. Le 
attended the common schools at Providence, until 
he was fifteen years of age, when his father sent 
him to an academy at Plainfield, Mass. After fin- 
ishing his education there, he went to New York 
and entered into partnership with his elder brother, 
the firm being John A. Brown & Co., and they did 
a dry-goods commission business for about two 
years. In 1841 he and his brother went to Buffalo, 
N. Y., and bought a dry-goods store there. 
In 1842 Mr. Brown was united in marriage with 
Miss Sarah S. Niles. They left Buffalo in 1847 for 
the Great West, to try their fortunes in a new 





country. They settled in Oneco, Stephenson 
County, and bought a mill on Richland Creek, 
above Cedarville. Mr. Brown operated this mill 
for about two years, and many of the pioneers of 
this county hauled their logs to his mill to have 
them sawed. From there he moved to Silver 
Creek Township, and bought a sawmill on the 
banks of the Pecatonica. This he operated for a 
number of years, and in 1857 built a flourmill in 
Silver Creek Township which is known as “Brown’s 
Mill,” and is operated by his sons, Edward and Al- 
fred. He lived in Silver Creek Township until 
1865, when he moved his family to Freeport. In 
this city he opened a flour and feed store, and soon 
erected the handsome, three-story brick on Galena 
avenue, where his business has been carried on. 
He had resided in various parts of thecity. When 
Dr. Prentice died, Mr. Brown bought his handsome 
house on Stephenson street, where he resided at the 
time of his death. : 

Mr. Brown was for many yearsa member of Em- 
bury Church, and was for some time Superintend- 
ent of their Sunday-school, but when he moved his 
family to their home on Stephenson street, he 
joined the First Methodist Church, because it was 
so much nearer. No man was more regular in his 
attendance at church than he. He could always 
be found in his place Sunday morning and evening. 
In every sense of the word he was a Christian gen- 
tleman, kind to his family and to all about him. 
He possessed the confidence and respect of his fel- 
low business men, and his word was as good as his 
bond in any of the business houses. He was a 
hard worker, and learned the lesson of industry and 
activity from his old, moss-covered water-mill. 
He fully realized that 

“The mill will never grind again 
With the water that has passed,” 
and so he attended strictly to business, and left his 
family in comfortable circumstances. Being quite 
wealthy, Mr. Brown gave liberally of his means to 
all worthy objects. Of little children he was es- 
pecially fond, and they miss the kind, genial gen- 
tleman with the snow-white hair and beard, who 
always had a cheering word and a sunny smile for 
them. His death, which took place Aug. 2, 1887, 
is deeply felt by the citizens of Freeport, and on 
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every hand there have been heard expressions of 
sorrow and regret. 

Mr. Brown leaves an aged widow, four sons and 
several grandchildren, and other relatives to mourn 
his death. Supervisor Edward Brown is his oldest 
son; George and Charlie take care of the store. 
Edward and George were born in Buffalo; Charlie 
was born in Oneco and Alfred in Silver Creek 
Township. He had a brother murdered in New 
Orleans ina hotel for his money, at the breaking 
out of the war, Another brother was studying art 
in Paris, and was taken sick and came home to 
Providence, where he died. The Browns were an 
old family in Rhode Island, and did much to build 
up the city of Providence, and have a long and 
honorable history. Their career in Stephenson 
County is one which reflects credit upon them, 
both the father and the sons, and the business be- 
gun by the father and built up by him, has been 
transmitted to the safe-keeping of his sons, in whose 
hands it will be conducted in the future with the 
same energy and enterprise that characterized the 
father in his business affairs. 


wn ALLL ORE* YES LOTION WMA 


(7¥_. ON. JAMES S. COCHRAN, Freeport, was 
\ born in Pittsburgh, Pa.,on the 22d of Feb- 
ruary, 1834. His father, James B. Cochran, 
)). was a man of liberal education, a physician 
by profession, and graduated by Jefferson Medical 
He mar-. 
ried Miss Susan Cramer, a daughter of Zadoc Cra- 
mer, May 13, 1829. They became the parents of 
three children, Zadoc C., James 8. and Mary E., 
the latter of whom married Mr. Joseph Emmert, 
and resides at Freeport. Mr. Cramer was an early 
settler in Pittsburgh, and started the first book pub- 
lication house west of the Alleghany Mountains, in 
that city in 1800. He was a man of genius, ambi- 
tion, industry and high reputation. In 1814 he 
visited Cuba for his health, where he died. A 
bound volume of old letters containing a history of 
his travels as well as the current history of the 
times, written by him, is now of much interest. 
The postage on these letters varied from seventeen 
cents to $1.25 each. 





James 8. Cochran, the subject of this sketch, at- 

tended by his older brother, Zadoc C. Cochran, en- 
tered Bethany College, Va., where they spent two 
years under that eminent scholar and divine, Alex- 
ander Campbell, the founder of what is known as 
the Campbellite Church. After that the two broth- 
ers became students of Jefferson College, Pa. Mr. 
Cochran commenced reading law in the office of 
Messrs. Shaler, Stanton & Umbstetter, at Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and afterward attended the law school of 
Judge J. W. Brockenbaugh, at Lexington, Va. In 
1858 he was admitted to the practice of law at 
Pittsburgh, and on the 3d of July of the same year, 
came to Freeport, and entered upon the practice of 
his chosen profession. 
* In 1861 Mr. Cochran was elected City Attorney 
of the city of Freeport. In 1872 he was elected 
State’s Attorney for Stephenson County, and con- 
tinued to serve as such for twelve years, when in 
1884 he was elected State Senator for the Twelfth 
Senatorial District, comprising the counties of Jo 
Daviess, Carroll and Stephenson, and has now just 
finished the second session of his first term, in both 
of which he served with uséfulness to his constitu- 
ents and reputation to himself. Of his work in the 
Thirty-fifth General Assembly, it is said that the 
Journals of the Legislature will exhibit the fact 
that more of his public measures, pertaining to 
general subjects, became law, than those of. any 
other member of either branch of the Legislature. 
He introduced nineteen bills, eight of which became 
law. Among the other public measures, he was 
the author of ‘An Act to encourage the planting of 
trees,” by which the Governor is required by law 
to designate annually in the spring an “Arbor Day.” 
“An Act to authorize the inmates of the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Home in the State of Illinois to vote 
at elections.” “An Act to prevent telegraph, tele- 
phone, electric light and other companies, from ac- 
quiring a prescriptive right to the use of buildings 
or lands.” 

Of this Legislature the Freeport Journal of June 
22, 1887, spoke as follows: ‘The Illinois Legisla- 
ture adjourned on Thurday last. It is the general 
verdict that it was the most industrious and useful 
Legislature that has assembled in Illinois for many 
years, This Senatorial District is honored by being 
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represented by Hon. James S. Cochran, one of the 
most sensible, practical and industrious members 
of either branch of the Legislature. No abler man 
has ever been sent to Springfield from Stephenson 
County, and we do not forget that T. J. Turner, 
John A. Davis, H. C. Burchard and John H. Adams 
are among those who have represented this county 
at Springfield. No one of these gentlemen made 
a better reputation in the State Legislature than 
has been made by Mr. Cochran. His constituents 
welcome him home with the plaudit of ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant.’ ” 

Mr. Cochran was married, in 1863, to Miss Eva 
Tarbox, daughter of Horace Tarbox, Esq., one of 
the early settlers of Stephenson County. In April, 
1877, Mrs. Cochran died, leaving one daughter. 
Miss Mary E. Cochran, an accomplished young 
lady, and one son, James Agnew Cochran. Mr. 
Cochran is a member of the Masonic fraternity, 
Evergreen Lodge, and an attendant at the First 
Presbyterian Church. He has also taken an active 
and conspicuous part in the interest of education 
and the public sclrools of Freeport, and is now serv- 
ing his second term aS a member of the Board of 
Education of Freeport school district. 

While in the Legislature Mr. C. framed and se- 
cured the passage of a law to regulate the attendance 
of teachers upon teachers’ institutes, which seems to 
involve great possibilities of reform in county in- 
stitutes in this State, providing that the teachers of 
the county can attend county institutes during 


_ term, time not exceeding three days in any one 


term, or five days in any one year, and that such 
time actually spent shall be considered as time law- 
fully expended in the service of the district where 
such teacher is employed, and no deduction of 
wages shall be made for such absences. 


————- 


OSEPH KACHELHOFFER, veterinary sur- 
geon, office at New York House, residence 
No, 136 Oak street, Freeport, has devoted 
some eighteen years of his life to his pro- 
fession.. He was born in the city of Buffalo, N. 
Y,, on the 19th of November, 1846. His father, 





Joseph Kachelhoffer, was born in Alsace, France; 
his mother was Magdalene Bower. They emi- 
grated to America in 1837, and landed at the city 
of New York, from whence they went to Buffalo, 
where they settled. Here the father carried on 
the carriage and wagon making business. In 1852 
he moved his family to Stephenson County, and 
located in Silver Creek Township, and began the 
business of brewing, in connection with carriage- 
making and blacksmithing, until 1855, when he re- 
tired to a farm where he spent the balance of his 
days. Joseph Kachelhoffer died on the 2d of July, 
1880. The mother died in 1878. There were 
eight children, two boys and six girls, seven of 
whom survive, of which the subject of this sketch 
is the oldest son. 

When the parents of young Joseph moved to 
Stephenson County, he was about six years of age. 
His boyhood days were spent in attending the 
common schools, and working on a farm. As a 
farmer he became very skillful. He followed farm- 
ing until he engaged in the profession-of veter- 
inary surgeon. Mr. Kachelhoffer still owns the 
farm containing 186 acres, lying in Silver Creek 
Township, which is well improved. Asa veterina- 
rian, Mr. K. is a self-taught student, gaining much 
of his knowledge from actual experience and ob- 


servation; he is regarded as a fearless and skillful — 


surgeon in his special line of practice. His man- 
ner of treating the diseases of horses has been at- 
tended with remarkable success, and has gained for 
him such a reputation that his entire time is occu- 
pied with professional duties. His theory of prac- 
tice has been largely acquired from long experience 
on a farm. He makes practical demonstrations in 
treating critical cases of diseases in horses, Dr. 
Kachelhoffer has successfully treated twenty-five 
cases of pinkeye, a disease in horses that has bafiled 
the most learned men of the profession. Besides 
treating the diseases of horses, he also successfully 
diagnoses and treats diseases peculiar to cattle. 

In 1875 Dr. Kachelhoffer was married to Miss 
Magdalene Able, of Silver Creek Township, for- 
merly of Buffalo, N. Y. They have three boys 
and three girls, all living. The Doctor is a mem- 
ber of the Order of Red Men, and in politics is a. 
Democrat. 























Zs wl 


en te on al 


US ae Hee OW 














' STEPHENSON COUNTY. 207 








OHN SCHWARZ, of the firm of Bongye & 
Schwarz, dealers in paints, oils, glass, wall- 
= paper, curtains and picture frames, No. 109 
&w Galena street, Freeport, is a native of Ger- 
many, and was born in that country on the 14th of 
March, 1835. His father and mother were John 
and Catherine (Gutjahr) Schwarz, who died some 

years ago, having never left their native land. 

John Schwarz attended school from the time he 
was six years old until he was fourteen, when he 
began learning the trade of a painter, serving an 
apprenticeship of three years. He continued to 
work at his trade in his native country until he was 
twenty-one years of age, when-he ‘sailed for 

America and arrived at New York, from which 





point he went to Chicago, in: January, 1857. He 


remained in Chicago about three months and then 
went to Kansas. During the days of border-ruf- 


fianism he engaged in fighting bushwhackers. 4 


After remaining in Kansas a few years engaged in 
the manufacture of lumber, he returned to Chicago 
and soon after went South and stopped for a time 
at Louisville, Ky. He then went to Natchez where 
he remained until the State of Mississippi went out 
of the Union. He then returned North and located 
at Freeport in January, 1861, where he engaged in 
the painting business until 1862, when he enlisted 


in the army, becoming a member of Schwarz’ Bat-_ 


tery, Co. E, 2d Ill. Lt. Art., in which command 
he served for three years and was in the sieges of 
Vicksburg, Baton Rouge and Jackson, Miss., and 
many other. engagements. He escaped being 
wounded or taken prisoner, and was mustered out in 
June, 1865. He then returned to Freeport, and for 
two years was engaged in painting, and later began 
clerking with Daniel Adamson, with whom he re- 
mained until January, 1882, at which time he and 
Mr. Daniel Bongye formed a partnership and began 
the business in which they are now engaged, on 
Galena street, opposite their present place of busi- 
ness. They carry a large and complete stock of 
goods in a building 20x100 feet, three stories high. 
Both partners are well known throughout the 
country as honorable men and excellent artists. 
Mr. Schwarz was married in 1865 to Miss Cres- 
cents Burkhardt, of Freeport, and they have six 
children, two boys and four girls— Matilda, 





Robert, Walter, Amelia, Katie and Mary. He is 
a member of Evergreen Lodge, A. F. & A. M.; of 
Freeport Lodge, J. O. O. F., and of John A. Davis 
Post, G. A. R., and of the Germania Society. He 
is a member of the St. Joseph Catholic Church, and 
politically is a Democrat. 


Chto pape 


RANKLIN J. MIDDLEDITCH, of the firm 
of Middleditch & Potter, wholesale and re- 
tail dealers in foreign and domestic wines 
and liquors, at No. 47 Stephenson street, is one of 
the go-ahead and enterprising citizens of Freeport, 
evidences of whose success are shown in all his sur- 
roundings. Mr. Middleditch isa native of the State 
of New York, and was born in Erie County, near 
Buffalo, on the 22d of November, 1831. Alonzo 
Middleditch, his father, was a farmer of modest 
means. He married Miss Silvia Frost, a native of 
New York. 

Franklin J. Middleditch had the advantages of a 
good common-school education, which he improved 
to the best of his ability. He grew to manhood in 
the State of New York, and began his business ca- 
reer early in life. He came to Freeport in 1865, 
and soon thereafter established his present busi- 
ness. In 1865 he formed a partnership with Mr. 
O. B. Potter. The firm of Middleditch & Potter 
have successfully carried on the business for the 
past twenty-two years, and have earned an envi- 
able reputation and built up a large and profitable 
trade in the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and 
Nebraska. 

Mr. Middleditch was elected a member of the 
Board of Supervisors, in which capacity he served 
for two years, discharging the duties of the office 
to the entire satisfaction of the people. For a con- 
siderable time he held the office of chief-engineer 
of the fire department, and during his incumbency 
the efficiency of the department, as well as the dis- 
cipline among the men, was above the average. 
Besides the establishment at No. 47 Stephenson 
street the firm owns another at No. 143 Stephen- 
son street. 

Mr. Middleditch was married in 1854 to Miss 
Mary Ryan, of Buffalo, N. Y., and they are the 
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parents of two children, Marie and Francis, the 
latter of whom is deceased. He occupies an ele- 
gant residence upon Galena avenue which he has 
furnished comfortably. The business house first 
named above is 24x74 feet, and is three stories 
high, not including the basement. In politics Mr. 
Middleditch is a Democrat. 


Pe Dei 


ON. HUBBARD GRAVES, deceased, was 
numbered amoung the pioneers of Stephen- 
son County, to which he came in the days 

)) of its first settlement, poor in pocket but 
strong in resolution and enterprise, and gifted by 
nature with more than ordinary ability, which ren- 
dered him a highly prized citizen and a business 
man who uniformly met with success. By his own 
efforts he obtained a good education. An exten- 
sive course of reading fully qualified him for the 
important position which he was destined to take 
in life. He served in some official capacity most 
of the time after reaching manhood and discharged 
with fidelity the various duties assigned him. He 
was born in Chenango County, N. Y., Nov. 4, 
1804, and departed this life at his home in Wad- 
dams Township, Sept. 26, 1884, having reached the 
advanced age of nearly eighty years. 

The father of our subject, Consider Graves by 
name, was born it is supposed, in Massachusetts, 
whence he removed to New York State, where he 
rermained until about 1810, when he removed to 
Ohio, settling near what was then the embryo town 
of Portsmouth, on the Scioto River. He had traded 
his farm in New York for a large tract of timber 
land in Scioto County, and eight years afterward 
was drowned in the Ohio River. He left a wife 
and six children in limited circumstances, being 
as were many others at that day “land poor.” 
Hubbard being the eldest, the care of the family 
afterward mainly devolved upon him, and he re- 
mained the support and counselor of his widowed 
mother until her second marriage. After this event 
he started out for himself and learned the stone- 
cutter’s trade, which he followed until 1834. In the 
meantime he had been married, and now, accom- 
panied by his wife and one child, started for Llli- 





nois via the Ohio, Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, 
and located near Hennepin, whence he removed to 
Waddams Township in what was then Jo Daviess 
County and is now a part of Stephenson. This lat- 
ter journey was made overland by teams. He pur- — 
chased a claim on section 1 of what isnow Waddams 
Township. A log cabin stood upon the land and 
into this he moved his family and made them as 
comfortable as possible. ‘The land then was not 
even surveyed. 

Mr. Graves had met with an accident and re- 
ceived injuries which incapacitated him for hard 
labor, so that at the time his land came into the 
market he had no money with which to purchase. He 
was accordingly obliged to move and made a claim 
in Rock Grove Township, which he was enabled to 
sell not long afterward for the sum of $400, which 
greatly relieved him from embarrassment. In 1843 
he made another claim on section 2 of the same 
township, where he opened up a farm, established 
a good home and spent the remainder of his days. 
In the meantime he had accumulated a competency, 
and left his family well provided for and surrounded 
by all the comforts and many of the luxuries of 
life. 

The marriage of Hubbard Graves and Miss Cyn- 
thia Roby took. place in Ohio, May 16,1829. Mrs. 
Graves was born in Scioto County, Ohio, and was 
the daughter of William and Mary Roby, who are 
mentioned in the sketch of their son Levi, on an- 
other page in this volume. Of this union there 
were born eleven children, five now living, namely, 
Mary, Charles; Martha J., the wife of George Stites, 
and a resident of Cadiz Township, Green Co., 
Wis.; Lora and Fannie. the two latter still remain- 
ing on the*old homestead. Mrs. Graves survived 
her husband a little over two years, her death tak- 
ing place Jan. 2, 1887. 

Mr. Graves in early manhood had _ identified 
himself with the old Whig party but on its aban- 
donment cordially indorsed Republican principles. 
He was the first Sheriff of Stephenson County, 
and besides occupying many of the minor offices 
of his township was Justice of the Peace for many 
years.. He represented this and Jo Daviess County 
in the Illinois Legislature from 1842 to 1844, and 
introduced many measures which proved advanta- 
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geous in conducting matters under the local gov- 
ernment, 

The mother of Hon: Hubbard Graves in her 
' girlhood was Miss Mitty Waite, a native of Hamp- 
shire County, Mass., born April 27, 1784, and the 


of the Bay State. Her parents emigrated from 


among the earliest pioneers of Chenango County. 


until her marriage, at the age of twenty-one years. 
She came West with her husband, remained his 
faithful and affectionate companion during his 
labors and struggles in a new country, and died at 
the homestead in Waddams Township, April 27, 
1874. 


FA, AVID BROWN, a gentleman on the sunny 
| ) side of forty, and one of the leading mer- 
YF chants of Davis, is distinguished by energy 
of character, and integrity in his business 
affairs, which qualities have secured him the pat- 
ronage of a large portion of the most reliable peo- 
ple of this thriving little city and its environs. He 
carries a large and well-selected stock, and com- 
mands a trade which is steadily increasing. So- 
cially, he ranks with the refined and cultivated 
people of Davis, and is an especial advocate of 
temperance and good order. 
Our subject first drew breath in Logansville, 
Clinton Co., Pa., Nov. 23,1854. His father, Henry 
Brown, also’a native of the Keystone State, was 
the son of John Brown, whose ancestors settled in 
Pennsylvania several generations back. 
Brown at one time visited Wayne County, Ind., 
but later returned to his native heath, which re- 
mained his home thereafter until his death, which 
occurred after he had passed his eighty-first birth- 
day. His wife was a Miss Dinges, who was of Ger- 
man ancestry, but a native of Pennsylvania, and 
who died in Clinton County when eighty-six years 
old. Grandmother Brown was noted far and wide 
for her strength of character and remarkable intel- 
ligence. She retained her physical powers in a 
marked degree. 


daughter of Asa Waite, a highly respected citizen 
Massachusetts to New York in 1787, and were 


Their daughter remained under the home roof — 


John. 





Upon the day of her death she | 


walked one and one-half miles. It was in June, 
one of the hottest days of the season. Becoming 
over-heated, she sank down lifeless before reaching 
her home. 

The father of our subject, Henry Brown, mar- 
ried Miss Catherine Stamm, a resident of Clinton 
County. She was of German parentage, and con- 
tinued with her husband a resident of Hublersburg 
until her death, which occurred April 16, 1886, 
when she was fifty-eight years of age. She wasa 
consistent member of the German Reformed 
Church, and a lady highly esteemed for her many 
estimable qualities. The father of our subject after 
his marriage, engaged in general merchandising at 
Logansville for three years, when he moved to the 
above-named place, of which he is still a resident. 
He is now sixty-five years of age, and employs 
himself about his store, active and energetic as of 
old. 

David Brown was the second born of his parents, 
whose family consisted of two sons and two daugh- 
ters: Sarah J. died in infancy; John married Miss 
Hervetta Morris, and is a resident of Clinton 
County, Pa., where he operates the Rockville Mills; 
Mary E. continues with her father; David, of our 
sketch, was three years of age when his father re- 
moved to Hublersburg, Center County, where he 
was reared to manhood, and obtained a good edu- 
cation, studying for a time in Penn Hall, and com- 
pleting his education in the Iron City Commercial 
College at Pittsburgh. He commenced teaching 
when twenty-one years old, which he followed for 
five years in his native State. He then came to 
this county and tuok up his profession in the pub- 
lic schools of Davis, in which he was Assistant one 
year, and the following two years was Principal. 
He also taught in district schvols for some time. 

The marriage of David Brown and Miss Sevilla 


- Wenzel was celebrated at the home of the bride 


in Davis, Ill., March 30, 1882. Mrs. Brown was 
born in Lycoming County, Pa., Dec. 2, 1860, and 
came with her parents to Davis when a child four 
years of age. Her parents, Daniel and Margaret 
(Bond) Wenzel, were natives of Lycoming County. 
Pa., and her father was a carpenter by trade. Mrs. 
Brown, like her husband, also followed teaching in 
her younger years. ‘This union resulted in the 
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birth of one child, Lyell E., who is now past three 
years. Mr. Brown and his wife are members in 
good;standing of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
He is a straight Prohibitionist, with which party he 
uniformly votes. His attractive home indicates 
the fine taste of its inmates, and is the resort of the 
cultivated people of Davis. 


<a fettes 


jf) EORGE BAADTE, one of. the successful 
(5 German farmers of Silver Creek Township, 

isa native of the Kingdom of Bavaria and 
born not far from the River Rhine, March 28, 1838. 
He came to this country with his parents when a 
lad fifteen years of age, and after a brief residence 
in Ohio they emigrated farther westward and took 
up their abode not far from the present homestead 
of their son. The latter, since then, has been a 
resident of Stephenson County, where his industry 
and enterprise have received due recognition by 
placing him in a good position socially and finan- 
cially. The farm embraces 131 acres and occu- 
pies a portion-of section 33. He also owns forty 
acres on section 28. 

Peter Baadte, the fatherof George, was also a 
native of the Rhine Province, where he continued 
until reaching manhood and learned the trade of 
blacksmithing, which he followed for some years. 
There also he was married to Miss Catharine Rohen- 
beck, who was born and reared like himself, in Ba- 
Some years later, with their three children, 
George, Anton F. and Francisco, they set sail for 
the United States, which they reached after an 
ocean voyage of thirty-seven days, landing in New 
York City. Thence they proceeded to Cleveland, 
Ohio, near which city the fatherengaged in farm- 
ing for the next three or four years, and later re- 
moved to Freeport, Ill. From.there they came to 
Silver Creek Township, locating on section 28 in 
the spring of 1857. The father improved a good 
farm from the uncultivated soil and established a 


varia. 


comfortable homestead, which the parents occu- — 


pied until the death of the mother, in November, 
1885, at the age of seventy-six years. Since that 
time the father, now over eighty years of age, has 





made his home with his son, our subject. He is 
still strong mentally and physically, and possesses a 
large portion of the activity and energy which 
characterized him in his younger days. Both par- 
ents were members of the Catholic Church. 

Our subject remained a member of his father’s 
household until twenty-seven years of age, and_was 
married in Freeport, Ill., Oct. 12, 1865, to Miss 
Sophia Wichman, a native of Prussia, born Nov. 
19, 1843. Her parents, Frederick and Sophia 
(Gerke) Wichman, spent their entire lives in their 
native land, where the former was engaged as a 
wagon-maker. Both died in 1849. Mrs. B. came 
to the United States with a married sister, landing 
here in July, 1862. They located in Freeport, 
where she remained until her marriage. She is 
now the proud mother of six children, -namely— 
Peter J., Frank A., Katie, George William, Clara 
M. and Josephine S. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Baadte located on their present 
farm soon after their marriage, and where they 
have since resided. Upon this farm Mr. B. has 
erected a comfortable frame residence, a good barn 
and all the other buildings necessary for his com- 
fort and for the successful prosecution of his call- 
ing. Mr. Baadte is a liberal Democrat, politically, 
and has served the people of his township as As- 
sessor and Collector. Both he and his estimable 
lady are valued members of the German Catholic 
Church at Freeport. The other children of his fa- 
ther’s family are all living: Anton F. is farming in 
Carroll County, Iowa; he married Miss Catherine 
Blattan, of Lancaster Township. The youngest, 
Frances, is the wife of Charles Rader, who owns a 
good farm of 105 acres in Silver Creek Township. 
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Fenton C. ASPINWALL, residing on 


section 32, Harlem Township, isa daughter 

of Robert C. and Mary (Stearns) Schotield, 
a sketch of whose life appears in “this work. = She 
was born in Charlotte, Chautauqua;Co., N._Y., on 
the 8th of May, 1842, and was about two.years of 
age when her parents came to Stephenson County, 
where her life has been spent. Her marriage with 
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John S. Aspinwall took place in Harlem Township 
~ on the 13th of October, 1859. She is the honored 
mother of three living children—Carrie E., Nettie 
O. and Edith K. Carrie is the wife of Henry F. 
Wallbaum, and resides in Plymouth County, Iowa; 
Nettie and Edith are at home with their mother. 
A son, Worthy J., died in infancy, June 30, 1881. 
Mrs. Aspinwall is the owner of 120 acres of 
land, the greater portion of which is under a high 
_ state of cultivation. The farm buildings, including 
the residence, are above the average. She displays 
great tact in the management of her farm, and every- 
thing about the premises isas orderly arranged as 
are the details of a well conducted household. She 
is a consistent member of the Baptist Church and 
takes great interest in its affairs. 


30-3 h-«(l)- 0-2 


OHN Q. ADAMS. New England has fur- 
nished many of the most intelligent agri- 
culturists of the West. They farm on scien- 
tific principles, and are consequently en- 

abled to secure greater and better results than 
those who cultivate the soil without regard to the 
laws that underlie the entire structure of rural 
economy. John Q. Adams received his early and 
valuable experiences in rugged old Vermont, and 
these have been invaluable to him in his career in 
the West. His parents were Abial A. and Irene 
(Gray) Adams, the former of English-Scotch de- 
scent, the latter descended from pure Scotch an- 
cestry. They settled in Newport, Orleans Co., Vt., 
where they lived, reared a large family of children, 
and closed their eyes to all earthly scenes. Abial 
was a farmer, but being of a mechanical turn of 
mind, was also engaged as a carpenter. He lived 
until August, 1879. His wife died in 1855. 

Of the thirteen children in the family of which 
John Q. was the fourth, ten were boys. He was 
born in Newport, Vt., July 12, 1831. He early 
left the parental roof, being only sixteen when he 
entered the college at Burlington, Vt., where for 
two years he applied himself to his books, with the 
exception of the winter seasons, when he taught 
school in order to secure money to pay his way. 
He came West at an early day, as we find him in 
Freeport in 1851 working at the carpenter’s trade 





: lished since 1882. 


and teaching school. He evidently possessed a 
venturesome disposition, as in 1853, when only 
twenty-two years of age, we find him on board a 
steamer bound for California. Here in the mines 
he labored for five years, and in search of the yel- 
low metal met with fair success. He returned to 
Freeport in February, 1858, and soon thereafter 
settled on a farm in Florence Township. Since 
then, with the exception of a year and a half passed 
in Freeport working at his trade, he has followed 
farm life. — . 

Mr. Adams was married in Florence Township, 
Feb. 18, 1858, to Miss Julia, daughter of Conrad 
and Harriett (Searl) Van Bucklin. The former 
was a native of New York, and his wife of Massa- 
chusetts. This worthy couple lived for a time in 
Lewis County, N. Y. In the spring of 1835, very 
early in the history of this county, they located in 
Florence Township. Here Conrad died Nov. 3, 
1877. His widow still resides in the township. Of 
their family of seven children, Mrs. Adams is the 
eldest. She was born in Lewis County, N. Y., 
Sept. 29, 1833, and coming here two years later 
has consequently passed almost her entire life in 
this county. Mr. and Mrs. Adams are the parents 
of nine children—Morris, Hattie I., Oscar C. A., 
Eva A., Lincoln, Florence J., Grant, Clara E. and 
William A. Grant died at the age of two and a 
half years; Morris married Minnie Pattow, and re- 
sides in Grundy County, Iowa; Hattie is the wife 
of L. W. Wolf, of Franklin County, Iowa; Oscar 
resides ‘in O’Brien County, Iowa, where also live 
Lincoln and Eva. 

Mr. Adaws has served as Supervisor of his town- 
ship for two years, in fact has held all the offices 
with the exception of Collector, and is at present 
Treasurer. He is a member of Excelsior Lodge 
No. 47, A. F. & A. M.. Mr. Adams and wife are 
both members of the Evangelical Church. 


Sr PD OE IK Soe 
AA AJ. FRANK LOHR, manufacturer of and 
dealer in light and heavy harness, trunks, 
valises, carriage trimmings and turf goods, 
is contributing his full quota to the busi- 


ness interests of Freeport, where he has been estab- 
He possesses all the character- 
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istics of his substantial German ancestry, is upright 
and reliable, and in all respect a desirable adjunct 
to the community. 

Maj. Lohr was born in the Kingdom of Prussia, 
Germany, Feb. 14, 1849. He is the son of Joseph 
and Sophia (Schmitz) Lohr, who were also of Ger- 
man birth and parentage, and who emigrated to 
America in 1850, when our subject was less than a 
year old. They landed in New York City and 
thence proceeded to Madison, Wis., where the 
father engaged in teaching and where young Frank 
grew to manhood. He attended the public schools 
until thirteen years of age, when he engaged in a 
wagon manufactory. This business not being suited 
to his inclinations, he abandoned it, and at fifteen, 
began learning’ harness-making. After serving his 
apprenticeship, he was desirous of seeing some- 
thing more of the Western country, and started 
out and visited many of the principal cities in the 
West, paying his expenses by working at his trade. 
He migrated to Freeport in 1874, where he was an 
ermploye until 1882, then entered into partnership 
with J. H. Rineke, and established his present bus- 
iness. ‘Iwo years later he purchased the interest 
of his partner, and has since continued alone and 
won a profitable patronage. He has a large and 
well-selected stock of goods which occupy a build- 
ing two stories in hight And 20x80 feet in area. 
He employs six men and manufactures most of his 
goods to order. He is complete master of the 
trade and a neat and skillful workman, although 
the work of superintending his establishment oc- 
cupies most of his time. 

Maj. Lohr has been quite prominent in city 
affairs since becoming a resident of Freeport, and 
served as Assistant Fire Marshal three years. 
Afterward he became a member of Co. C, 3d 1. N. 
G., and May 29, 1882, was appointed First Lieu- 
tenant; in September following he was given a 
Captain’s commission. As}Captain he served three 
years and was re-elected. He was advanced to 
Major of the regiment Jan. 13, 1887. He is very 
active and strong physically, and was Captain of 
the running team of Hose Company No. 2, and of 
the Gymnastic Club. For five years the Major has 
been in charge of the Turner Society. He was 
married, June 11, 1876, to Charlotta Mueller, 





daughter of Christian Mueller. One child, a 
bright girl seven years of age, Etta by name, 
blesses the union. . 


ade 


ILLIAM W. SISSON, a farmer residing on 
Lal section 23, Waddams Township, is the 
\ eldest son of Robert and Mary (Foreman) 
Sisson. He was born in the township in which he 
now resides, Oct. 20, 1844, and there he attended , 
the district school, acquiring the best education 
that the facilities warranted, until he was ten years 
of age, when he left the school and assisted his 
father in clearing up and cultivating the large 
farm. By the time William had reached the age 
of eighteen, the great Rebellion was threatening to 
disrupt our Government. Though but a boy, his 
patriotism ,welled up within his breast until he 
deemed it his duty as an American citizen, to lay 
aside his plow and shoulder a musket and march to 
the front in response to President Lincoln’s call 
for 300,000 volunteers. In August, 1862, he at- 
tached himself to Co. G, 92d Ill. Vol. Inf., and 
shortly after went with his company to join the 
Army of the Tennessee. His regiment was en- 
gaged in some of the hardest fought battles of the 
war. It took part in the bloody carnage at Chick- 
amauga, and then went with Sherman from Chatta- 
nooga to Atlanta, participating in all the battles on 
the way. Mr. Sisson escaped unhurt in the desper- 
ate encounters of Chickamauga and Chattanooga, 
yet his eyesight failed him at Atlanta. During the 
siege of that place he was compelled to go to the 
hospital, and did not recover sufliciently to report 
for duty until January, 1865. In June, 1865, he 
was honorably discharged, and returned home. He 
resided with his parents until his marriage, which 
occurred Feb. 10, 1869, and then located upon the 
farm which he now occupies. 

Miss Eliza Murphy, who became the wife of 
William W. Sisson, is a native of Waddams Town- 
ship, where she was born Jan. 19, 1852. She is 
the daughter of Martin and Ann (Stocks) Murphy, 
a biography of whom may be found elsewhere in 
this book. Mr. and Mrs. Sisson are the parents of 
two interesting children, Alice G. and Carrie L. ~ 
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Our subject’s shattered health and almost entire 
loss of eyesight, is due to his hard service in the cam- 
paign of the slaveholders’ rebellion. It is to the 
services of just such men as William W. Sisson 
that the American people owe the safety of the 
Republic. They left the comforts of home, their 
parents and friends, and risked their lives in the 
defense of their country, and many promising 
young men fell before the enemy’s fire, while 


others, as in the case of Mr. Sisson, were maimed 


for life. He is now a member of Maj. Goddard 
Post No. 25, G. A. R. He is also in good standing 
in Lena Lodge No. 192, L. O. O. F. 
rt 1B 
ISSEL P. BELKNAP. During the early 

D settlement of this county it seemed the cyn- 

6) osure of all eyes over a territory extending 

from the Middle States to the northeastern 
portion of New England. The intelligence of its 
fertile lands awaiting development reached the ears 
of the young man anxious to start out in life for 
himself by a way which we can hardly now account 
for, before the advent of the daily paper or the 
telegraph, and while mail facilities were limited 
and slow. Certain it is, however, that the news 
traveled and greeted eager and willing ears, brave 
hearts and strong hands, who considered that no 
sacrifice was too great if they could attain to the 
accomplishment of their desires. Among the young 
men thus willing to make the sacrifice of leaving 
their childhood’s home and old associations, was 
the subject of this sketch, whose long and interest- 
ing experience if fully detailed would make a vol- 
ume well worth perusal. 

Mr. Belknap began life in Randolph Township, 
Orange County, Vt., Dec. 24, 1811. His grand- 
father, Moses, Sr., and his father, Moses Belknap; Jr., 
were {natives of Somers Township, Conn., where 
the former followed shoemaking and farming, and 
materially assisted in the building up of that sec- 
tion of country. Subsequently he removed to 
Vermont, locating in Randolph Township, where his 
death took place at the advanced age of eighty- 
nine years. His son, Moses, Jr., followed farming 
his entire life, and died in the county of his birth 
about 1837. 





Our subject remained under the parental roof in 
his native county until twenty years of age, and 
then, desirous of beginning to make his own way 
in the world, went to Albany, N. Y:, where he en- 
gaged, in draying, and was thus occupied from 1831 . 
until 1835. Thence he migrated to New York 
City, of which he remained a resident one year, 
and subsequently went into St. Lawrence County, 
being employed there upon a farm. Two years 
later, in 1839, he started for the West, going first 
to Wisconsin, where he spent the winter, and in 
the spring of 1840 migrated to this county. The 
journey from New York was made via the lakes 
to Milwaukee, where he had intended to take a 
stage coach. The seats all being taken, however, 
he started on foot and walked a distance of 125 
miles to Gratiot, Wis., where he had relatives. At 
that point he employed himself as a carpenter, 
erecting barns and other buildings in that vicinity. 
He was a natural mechanic, and took up the trade 
readily without serving a regular apprenticeship. 

Mr. Belknap had been married in Vermont in 
1836, and after having decided to make his perma- 
nent home in this county he sent for his family, 
who joined him the following snmmer. He first 
rented a tract of land in Oneco Township, on sec- 
tion 23, which he occupied two years, and then 
moved two miles southeast, where he took up a 
claim of 160 acres, cut a quantity of wild hay, and 
then deferred his operations for a time. Subse- 
qnently he sold this property at a good profit, and 
with the proceeds purchased the land included in 
his present homestead. This also was a wild and 
uncultivated tract of the same extent as the other, 
but the location pleased him better, and he was 
satisfied to consider it his abode for an indefinite 
period. He commenced breaking the sod, moyed 
a frame building, which had been used as a black-' 
smith-shop, from another locality, and thus pro- 
vided a shelter for his family until he was enabled 
to erect a more pretentious dwelling, which he did 
in the summer of 1854. This building, which still 
continues the family residence, was built of brick, 
the material being manufactured two and one-half 
miles distant. When completed it was the admira- 
tion of all the country around, and was considered 
one of the finest structures in that locality. After- 
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ward a good barn and other necessary out-buildings 
were added, and Mr. Belknap was enabled to re- 
lax his arduous labors and take time to look about 
his possessions and enjoy the comforts which he 
had accumulated for himself and his family. 

All the education our subject received was ob- 
tained in the district school of his native county, 
away back in Vermont. But he was a bright and 
intelligent boy, made the most of his opportunities, 
and was considered quite an oracle among his asso- 
ciates. After becoming a resident of Oneco Town- 
ship he was instrumental in the establishment of the 
first school, in which he also officiated as pedagogue. 
The temple of learning consisted of one-half of a 
log cabin, whose owner was good enough to rent 
it for school purposes. The seats’ and desks were 
home-made, constructed of slabs, and the other 
conveniences for teaching ‘“ the young idea how to 
shoot” were in keeping with the other devices of 
that day. People at that time believed in the birch 
rod as an effectual means of compelling knowledge, 
but our subject'being more than ordinarily kind- 
hearted, seldom resorted to this method of instruc- 
tion, and was beloved by his pupils accordingly. 
‘Mr. Belknap since that time has been prominent in 
the affairs of his township, where his worth as a cit- 
izen has always been recognized. He served as 
Collector two years, was Constable eight years, 
Road Commissioner two years, and County Cor- 
oner one year. When he first became a voter he 
identified himself with the old Whig party, but 
upon its abandonment cordially cast his lot with 
the Republicans. His whole course has been 
marked by manly worth and honesty of purpose, 
and few men in Oneco Township are held in greater 
respect than he. 

The faithful and affectionate wife of our subject, 
who has been his closest friend and companion for 
over a period of fifty years, was formerly Miss Deb- 
orah Beebe, and assumed his name Jan. 10, 1836. 
She was born in Orange County, Vt., and is the 
danghter of Calvin and Deborah (Cole) Beebe, na- 
tives of Windsor County, that State. The mar- 
riage took place after the removal of our subject to 
Albany, N.Y., and during the days he was employed 
there in draying. His wife did not accompany 
him to the West, but joined him afterward, when 








he had prepared a shelter for them. She cheer- 
fully shared with her husband the hardships and 
privations of life in a new settlement, .and their 
pleasures and responsibilities were augmented by 
the birth of nine children. -Of these, three have 
been laid away in the quiet country burying- 
ground. Those surviving are: Mary, Mrs. Ever- 
ett, of Monroe, Wis.; Hannah, Mrs. Mulks, of 
White Water, Wis.; Corwin, who, although thirty- 
nine years of age, is still unmarried and remains 
with his parents, attending to the more arduous la- 
bors of the farm and relieving them of care and 
labor; Horace lives about two miles north of the 


~old homestead; Edwin A. is an employe of the 


Ft. Scott, K. & G. R. R. Co.; Lillie, the youngest, 
is enjoying single happiness at home. 


SD DIE Sai 


NDREW J. BRUBAKER, of the firm of C. 
© Brubaker, confectioner, at No. 101 Ste- 
phenson street, Freeport, Ill., is a native of 
@ Pennsylvania, born near Mt. Joy, Lancas- 
ter County, March 1, 1844. His father, R. K. 
Brabaker, who was born in the same State and 
county, is a farmer. The mother was Elizabeth 
(Secrist) Brubaker, and she also was a native of 
Lancaster County. ‘They are both descendants of 
old German families. Mr. Brubaker and family 
moved to Stephenson County in 1851, spending 
the first year in Freeport, and then moving to a 
farm in Lancaster Township, upon which they re- 
sided until the father’s death, which occurred Dee. 
30, 1880. He left a wife and nine children, seven 
boys and two girls—Abraham, John, Andrew J., 
Jacob, Benjamin, Daniel, Rudolph; Maria, married 
to David Ebersold, and Elizabeth, the wife of Jo- 
seph Shoemaker, of Stephenson County. 

Andrew J. Brubaker was reared on the farm and 
remained there until fifteen years of age, during 
which time he attended the common schools of his 
neighborhood. At the age of fifteen years he be- 
gan to serve an apprenticeship of three years to a 
candy maker. After completing his apprenticeship 
he formed a partnership with his father under the 
firm name of R. K. Brubaker & Son, and engaged 
in the grocery and confectionery business, which 
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partnership continued for three years, at which 
time he sold his interest, and engaged in the whole- 
sale tobacco business with W. A. Youngman. ‘This 
partnership existed two and a half years, when the 


business was closed up and Mr. Brubaker took a 


trip west, locating in Sioux City, lowa, where he 
worked by the day, and at the end of a year his 
employer started him in the confectionery business, 
which he conducted until 1871. Having accumu- 
lated some means, he then returned to Freeport 
and embarked .in the ice business with his brother- 
in-law, J. R. Smith, and continued thus oceupied 
until 1879, when the firm purchased of J. D. Dif- 
fenbaugh his fruit and confectionery business, and 
carried on the business until 1885, when the mem- 
bers of the firm divided the goods. Mr. Smith 
chose the ice business, and Mr. Brubaker the fruit 
and confectionery business, in which he is at pres- 
ent engaged, manufacturing candy for the whole- 
sale and retail trade. Included in his establish- 
ments are handsome ice cream and oyster parlors, 
which are well patronized by the best citizens of 
Freeport. 

Mr. Brubaker was married, in June, 1864, to 


“Miss Catherine Bollman, the second daughter of 


George and Fanny Bollman. They have seven 
children, five boys and two girls. Mr. and Mrs. 
Brubaker are members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of which Mr. B. is Class-Leader and Stew- 
ard. Politically, he is a Republican. 
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RS. MARGARET D. WELTY, widow of 

| the late Charles E. Welty, of Waddams 
Township, is the daughter of one of the 

oldest pioneers of Stephenson County, and 

was born near Portsmouth, Ohio, Oct. 6, 1834. 
Her parents were Isaac and Elvira (Graves) Dive- 
ley (see sketch of William Diveley). She was two 
years old when they removed from the Buckeye 
State to Illinois, and was reared on a farm, receiy- 
ing her education in the district school. She pos- 
sessed more than ordinary intelligence, and at an 
early age became qualified for a teacher, which call- 
ing she pursued for some years before her mar- 
riage. ‘This event occurred Jan. 2, 1872. ‘The 





main incidents in the history of her husband are 
as follows: Charles E. Welty, a native of Adams 
County, Pa., was born March 2, 1825, and was the 
son of Daniel Welty, also a native of the Keystone 
State. The latter spent most of his life upon a 
farm near Gettysburg, where was fought one of 
the great battles between the North and South dur- 
ing the late war, the land included in the farm 
having resounded with the tramp of soldiery and 
the roar of cannon. 

The wife of Daniel Welty-was formerly Miss 
Catherine Slothower, also a native of Pennsylva- 
nia. She became the mother of thirteen children, 
who in common with her son Charles were reared 
on the farm and received a common-school educa- 
tion. 

Charles remained a resident of his native county 
until about twenty-five years of age, and in the 
spring of 1850, repaired northwestward into Wis- 
consin, where he located in La Fayette County, and 
lived for six years following. He had in the mean- 
time secured possession of a tract of good land 
which he now sold, and with the proceeds came to 
this county and purchased a farm in Waddams 
Township. He proceeded with the cultivation and 
improvement of this until the outbreak of the late 
Civil War, then, laying aside his personal interests 
enlisted as a Union soldier Sept. 5, 1861, becoming 
a member of Co. B, 7th Ill. Vol. Cav. He served un- 
til October, 1864, and when his term of enlistment 
had expired he received his honorable discharge 
and returned home. Mr. Welty soon afterward 
sold his farm and purchased the land now included 
in the family homestead, which is well improved 
and provided with good buildings. The house is 
a commodious brick structure and the barn a frame 
building of ample size, and convenient for the pur- 
poses to which it is devoted. Mr. Welty, after - 
returning from the army continuously engaged in 
agricultural pursuits. In politics he uniformly up- 
held the principles of the Republican party, and 
was a member of the Lutheran Church. He died 
March 9, 1863. ‘ 

Mr. Welty was first married, in 1849, to Miss 
Amanda A. Steck, who was a native of Pennsylva- 
nia, and the daughter of Rev. Michael John Steck, 
a prominent minister of the Lutheran Church. 
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This lady became the mother of eight children, and 


died at the home of her husband, Dec. 22, 1868. 
The offspring of this marriage are recorded as fol- 
lows: John S. is a resident of Seward County, Neb.; 
Henry lives in Osborne County, Kan.; Lavina L., 
in Fayette County, Pa.; Daniel and Gilbert M., in 
Seward County, Neb.; Bessie died when nineteen 
years of age; Charles E. is farming in Nebraska, and 
Amanda H. lives on the old homestead with her 
step-mother. Of the second marriage, with Miss 
Margaret Dively, there were no children. 


AWA RIOR EE DOT III 


ACOB EISELE. Among the early settlers 

of this township conspicuous for energy and 

| courage in struggling against adverse cir- 
pioneer life, Jacob Eisele is worthy of an honorable 
place. He was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, 
March 6, 1831, where he attended school regularly 
until he was fourteen years of age. He then de- 
voted six years to learning the carpenter’s. trade. 
Ambitious to acquire greater independence than it 
seemed possible for him to attain in his native land, 
he resolved to come to America, whither so many 
have turned from foreign lands in search of free- 
dom, riches and a home, and who, when they come 
equipped with courage, industry and integrity of 
character, are seldom disappointed in their quest. 
April 26, 1853, Jacob Eisele sailed from Havre, 
and landed at New York on the 13th of the follow- 
ing June. After his arrival he went directly to 
Pittsburgh and engaged in farm work twenty-four 
miles from that city at $6 per month. He remained 
there until autumn when, in the hope of improving 
his circumstances, he pushed farther westward and 
came to Stephenson County. When he arrived in 
America he was in debt for his passage across the 
Atlantic, and had been reduced to such extremities 
that it was two-years before he could pay off his 
indebtedness and begin even with the world. On 


his arrival in Stephenson County he obtained em-* 


ployment on a farm at $10 per month, and retained 
the position until 1860, when he worked for two 
summers at sixty cents a day, and during the win- 
ter season chopped and hauled wood. 


cumstances and the hardships and perils of 





In 1862 Mr. E. purchased fifty acres of wild land, 
covered with a thick growth of underbrush, inter- 
spersed here and there with clumps of large trees. 
He built a little frame shanty and began resolutely 
to clear and improve his land. Here he made his 
home for twenty years. Inthe meantime he had 
increased his farm to over 100 acres, having at one 
time added to it twenty acres and at another, forty. 
In 1882 he sold his property there and came to this 
township, where he now owns a farm of 120 acres, 
all of which is enclosed. 

In 1860 our subject married Miss Hannah Ridel, 
also a native of Wurtemberg. They have a family 
of six children—Lydia, William, John, Julia, 
Annaand Ella. Lydia married John H. Zipse, and 
lives in West Point Township. Mr. Eisele and his 
family are highly esteemed members of the Meth- 
odist Church, and it may be said of him that he 
possesses the respect and confidence of all who 
know him. By the exercise of industry and good 
judgment he has worked his way successfully, strug- 
gling against many disadvantages «nd obstacles, 
and is now in the enjoyment of a pleasant home 
and independent circumstances. 

—===S=—_"_——— )———— 
yy) LAWSON WRIGHT, of the firm of Wright 
| & Harding, dealers in books, stationery, 
pencils, gola pens, picture frames, etc., at 
No. 115 Stephenson street, Freeport, . was 
born in Union County, Pa., on the 10th of Septem- 
ber, 1837. His father was Paschal L. Wright, who 
was a farmer by occupation, and his mother was 
Jane (Lawson) Wright. Both parents were natives 
of Pennsylvania, and moved to Stephenson County 
in the summer of 1838, settling on a farm not far 
from Cedarville, and four miles north of Freeport. 
This county was then very sparsely settled, and 
the neighbors were few and far between; not a 
house was erected where the city of Freeport now 
stands. At that time the family of Mr. Wright 
consisted of five children, three girls and two boys. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wright both died in the fall of 1872. 

J. L? Wright, who is the oldest child of the fam- 
ily, was less than a year old when his parents came 
to Stephenson County. His early education was 






























anitataty is edt 

















STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


221 








obtained in the primitive district schools of those 
days. In 1870 he entered the State University at 
Normal, from which he was graduated in 1873, and 


then followed the occupation of school teacher un- 


til 1883, having taught in all forty-five terms of 
school in Ogle, Carroll and Stephenson Counties. 
The last term he taught was at Cedarville. His 
longest engagement as a teacher was for a term of 
four years at Forreston, Ogle County. Upon retir- 
ing from the profession he formed a partnership 
with C. G. Sanborn, which continued until the sum- 
mer of 1884, when Mr. Sanborn sold his interest to 
I. F. Kleckner. This partnership was continued 
until 1887, when Mr. K. soid his interest to John 
R. Harding, who is Mr. Wright’s present partner. 

Our subject was married, in 1871, to Miss Rose 
Clarridge, a native of the State of Ohio. Mr. 
Wright is a member of Moses R. Thompson Lodge 
No. 381, A. F. & A. M.; Freeport Chapter No. 23; 
Freeport Commandery No. 7, and Freeport Con- 
sistory. He was elected Alderman for the Second 
Ward in 1887, which position he holds at the time 
of this writing. He is a member of the Presbyter- 
ian Church; his mother was one of the charter mem- 
bers at the first organization of that church. 


The firm of Wright & Harding is one of the | 


popular houses of Freeport, and is headquarters for 
all articles in their line. By a straightforward 
policy in business they have secured a good trade, 
which they have an admirable knack of holding. 
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ON. ALFRED H. WISE, a portrait of whom 
is shown on the opposite page, is a promi- 
nent farmer and_ stock-dealer living on 
Cedar Springs Farm, Harlem Township. 

His life is but another instance of what may be 
made from small beginnings: His parents were 
William and Hannah (Speese) Wise, who were of 
old German stock of Pennsylvania. They came 


from Lycoming County, Pa., in 1848, to Stephen- 


son County, and settled in Florence Township, af- 
terward removing to Freeport, where the father 
died in 1878; the mother’s death took place eight 
years later, Nov. 16, 1886, in Harlem Township, 
when she had attained seventy-seven years of age. 





She left a record of many Christian virtues and 
was held in high esteem by the community at 
large. She was a worthy member of the Baptist 
Church in Freeport, of which her husband was a 
Deacon. Her death was quite sudden, and she ex- 
pired at the house of her son, Alfred H. Of their 
children, Elizabeth A., Sarah J., Mary, Emma B. 
and Katie are deceased; A. J. is President of the 
Clark & Wise Axle Grease Company of Chicago; 
E. E., another son, is President of the Chicago 
Cottage Organ Company. : 

Alfred H. Wise, the subject of this sketch, was 
born in Lycoming County, Pa., Oct. 22, 1830, and 
came to Stephenson County. with his parents in 
1848, when eighteen years of age. He had at- 
tended excellent common schools before leaving 
Pennsylvania, and continued to do so in Stephen- 
son County until he was about nineteen years old. 
At twenty he started in business for himself, estab- 
lishing a hack-line between Freeport, Elgin, Galena 
and Dubuque, which he operated several years and 
was very successful in making considerable money, 
which he faithfully turned over to his parents, 
During the latter part of the time, he associated 
himself with the Hon. David H. Sunderland, sub- 
sequently State Senator, when they ran a daily line 
from Freeport to Rockford. ‘They ultimately sold 
out, and Mr. Wise went East for a visit. His life 
had up to this time been a ceaseless round of work, 
and he thought it was time’ to take a rest. On his 
return to Freeport he was employed in the grain 
warehouse of C. J. Marsh & Co., as a grain buyer. 
This house soon afterward was changed to Green- 
wood, Griffin & Co., and Mr. Wise remained with 
this firm as clerk and grain buyer until he formed 
a partnership with Mr. H. H. Taylor, under the 
firm name of Taylor & Wise. Up to this time he 
had given all the money he had made to ‘his par- 
ents; now he thought he would put his earnings to 
business use. 

Taylor & Wise engaged in the grain and agri- 
cultural implement business, and continued _ to- 
gether for about two years. When they dissolved 
Mr. Wise carried on the same business on his own 
account until 1873. He was very successful until 
his health compelled him to close his business. He 
had worked so hard that a complete cessation of 
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business was deemed imperative, and accordingly 
he went to California, spending one winter with 
his family, then returned to Freeport and purchased 
the farm where he now lives, known as Cedar 
Springs Farm. As showing the estimation in which 
he was held by the community, he was elected 
President of the Second National Bank of Free- 
port, Aug. 22, 1882, to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of Hon. John H. Adams. Mr. Wise had 
attracted the attention of the moneyed men of 
Freeport earlier in his career, and they had watched 
his upward progress with admiration. Before his 
election to the Presidency he was known to the 
bank as a shrewd financier, and the stockholders 
felt that they had an acquisition in putting Mr. 
Wise at the head of the bank. He was and is re- 
garded as a man of the strictest integrity. He is 
at present one of the Directors of the Second Na- 
tional Bank, having resigned as President on ac- 
count of ill-health and at the urgent advice of his 
physicians. 

Mr. and Mrs Wise are prominent members of 
the Baptist Church. In 1870 Mr. Wise paid the 
entire debt of the First Baptist Church of Free- 
port, amounting to $1,700, and has contributed 
largely toward that church for thirty years. He 
has also assisted liberally in building other 
churches in Freeport and vicinity. He has been 
engaged in various business enterprises, in which 
he has met with uniform success. It seemed that an 
enterprise simply wanted his countenance directed 
toward it for it to succeed. His farm is one of the 
handsomest in Stephenson County, being fully 
equipped with modern buildings and implements, 
and presents a beautiful pastoral scene. 

Mr. Wise was married in Freeport, Novy. 24, 
1854, to Miss Caroline Schofield, daughter of Rev. 
James and Caroline (McAllister) Schofield, who 
were natives of New York State and came to Ste- 
phenson County about 1844, where Rev. James 
Schofield organized the First Baptist Church of 
Freeport. He was pastor there for six years, when 
feeling it necessary to labor in the Master’s vine- 
yard without a settled charge, he resigned and en- 
gaged in home missionary work in Iowa. He has 
finally been compelled to give up his labors, being 
an almost helpless invalid at the residence of his 


daughter and son-in-law in Chicago. 





His wife 
died in Freeport May 9, 1852. Mrs. Wise was 
born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., Aug. 15, 1829. 
She is a sister of that gallant soldier, Maj. Gen. 
John M. Schofield. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wise have become the parents of 
seven children, two of whom are dead. The living 
are Burton W., Hannah C., James J., John M. and 
Henry A.; those deceased are Willie S. and Alfred 
S., who died in infancy. Burton W. married Miss 
Alice Shaffer, and resides in Freeport; Hannah is 
the wife of Henry G. Andress, and lives in Chi- 
cago; James married Miss Eliza Gaston, and re- 
sides in Beloit, Wis.; John M., named after his 
illustrious uncle, Gen. Schofield, resides at home 
with his father; Henry Alfred is with G. M. Gross 
& Co., manufacturers of cloaks, at Chicago, and 
already is an ardent Republican. 

Mr. Wise is engaged in farming and _ stock-rais- 
ing, callings which he finds health-giving, quiet, and 
every way congenial to his tastes. He and his 
wife are held in the highest esteem in the com- 
munity in which they live. He has taken an active 
and prominent part in all social and business af- 
fairs of the county, and no man stands higher in 
the estimation of his fellow-citizens. He is the 
founder and proprietor of the famous Cedar 
Springs herd of Short-horn cattle, which has an en- 
viable reputation both at home and abroad. 
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(/ RICHARD BICKENBACH, who is book- 
G keeper in the Second National Bank of 

Freeport, Ill, is a native of Rhenish .Prus- 
sia, where he was born on the 19th of June, 1821. 
His parents were John C. and Joanna (Peuchen) 
Bickenbach. The early life of Mr. Bickenbach was 
spent in Prussia, where he entered school at the age 
of six years and continued until the age of sixteen. 
His father was a merchant and a manufacturer of 
silks, and also of cotton ginghams. At the same 
time he was engaged in manufacturing dyes, mak- 
ing a specialty of the color known as ‘Turkey 
red.” In each of these manufactures he was suc- 
cessful. His death occurred when the subject of 
this sketch was but four years of age. The mother 
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disposed of the manufacturing enterprises of her 
husband and engaged in conducting a store for the 
sale of provisions, which C. Richard entered as as- 
sistant, and where he remained until 1849, when, 
accompanied by his wife and child, he sailed for 
America, landing at New York in the month 
of. September; they immediately started west- 
ward and located at Freeport, Ill. After remain- 
ing a time in Freeport Mr. Bickenbach rented a 
farm and engaged in agricultural pursuits, which he 
followed for several years. Not being suited to 
this business he sold out his stock and implements 
and moved again to Freeport, and was employed by 
the firm of A. D. Barnum in the capacity of clerk 
and book-keeper for several years, after which he 
was variously engaged for a time. He then entered 
the store of George Maynard, where he clerked 
for six years. He was then employed by E. H. 
Hyde, dealer in dry-goods and general merchan- 
dise, and afterward bought out Mr. Hyde and 
formed a partnership with Mr. Hallensleben, and 
engaged in the sale of dry-goods and notions. This 
partnership existed for three years, when the busi- 
ness was closed out, after which he was employed 
by Mr. Hyde in the wholesale notion business, 
with whom he remained until Mr. Hyde closed up 
his business. In 1865 he became book-keeper in 
the Second National Bank of Freeport, Il, which 
responsible position he has held ever since. In 
1868 he crossed the Atlantic to gratify an in- 
tense desire to visit his old home in Europe, and 
remained among the scenes of his childhood for 
three and one-half months, then returning to Free- 
port, he resumed his former position in the bank. 

Mr. Bickenbach was married, in 1848, to Miss 
Augusta Heyner, a native of Germany, by whom 
he had six children, one of whom was born in 
Europe and the others in Freeport. Two children 
died in infancy. The names of those living are: 
Eugene, Paul, Robert and Richard. 

Mr. Bickenbach is Secretary of the Stephenson 
County Bible ‘Society, a position he has held for 
the last twenty-five years. He is Vice President of 
the Y. M. C. A., was a member of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church, of which he was a Ruling Elder, a 
position which he held for twenty-five years. He 
is now an honorary member of the First Presby- 





terian Church of Freeport, joining in 1885. He 
has just completed a neat and substantial residence 
building on Stephenson street in the Queen Anne 
style of architecture. The house has many exter- 
ior attractions and is beautifully surrounded, while 
the interior is the personification of comfort itself. 
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ENRY D. BENTLEY, the well-known man- 
ufacturer of piano and organ stools, of 
Freeport, Ill., was born in London, England, 

)) in the year 1851. He was brought to 
America by his parents, Peter J. and E. A. Bent- 
ley, in the same year. The father of Henry D. 
Bentley is Peter Johnson Bentley, who was born at 
Reeth, Yorkshire, England, on the 13th of February, 
1811. In 1826 he moved to London, taking a posi- 
tion in the wholesale mercantile establishment of 
Bentley, Pawson & Co., Cheapside. He remained 
in London until May 3, 1851, when he came to 
the United States, arriving at Freeport, Ili., on the 
9th of August, 1851. At this time he took up his 
residence on Stephenson street, where he has con- 
tinuously lived since. Mr. Bentley came to the 
United States, believing it better for himself and 
family than to remain in London. He has always 
been associated and identified with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and was largely instrumental in 
the erection of Embury Church. His family con- 
sists of his wife, daughter, and two sons: Miss Liz- 
zie A. Bentley, Charles F. Bentley, of Grand Island, 
Neb., and A. D. Bentley, of Freeport. 

Henry D. Bentley was reared and educated in 
the public schools of Freeport; after leaving school 
he was employed at different kinds of business un- 
til reaching his twenty-third year, when he became 
engaged in the sale of musical instruments for the } | 
firm of Pelton & Pomeroy, remaining with this firm 
about two years. He then went to Chicago, where 
he was engaged in the same business for a period 
of five years. He then returned to Freeport and 
embarked in the music business on his own account 
in the year 1879, at his present stand, No. 144 
Stephenson street. After conducting the retail piano 
and organ trade exclusively and successfully for a 
time, he began the manufacture of piano and organ VW 
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stools, which business he pursues in connection 
with his music store, and so popular are the stools 
of his manufacture that they are now sold in 
every State in the Union. 

In December, 1875, Mr. Bentley was married to 
Miss Elida Pattison, daughter of Richard Pattison, 
Esq., of Freeport, Ill. ‘They are the parents of 
two children—Charles Johnson and Henry D. 

Mr. Bentley is a Mason in good standing and a 
member of the Freeport Consistory, and takes 
great interest in Masonic matters. He is a liberal- 
minded and progressive citizen, and takes great 
pride in the progress of the city of his adoption. 


ALZER KLECKLER, an extensive farmer 
1D) residing on section 16, in Waddams Town- 
6) ship, is one of the representative self-made 
men of Stephenson County. He was born 
in Baden, Germany, on the 4th of November, 1820, 
and is the son of Balzer and Eva (Henninger) 
Kleckler, both natives of Baden, the father being a 
tailor by trade, in which vocation he spent his life 
in Baden, When the subject of this sketch was 
but two years old his father died, leaving him to 
the care of his mother, with whom he lived until he 
attained the age of fourteen, in the meantime 
attending the public schools. At that age he went 
to France, where, without much trouble, he obtained 
employment as an operative in a cotton manufact- 
ory, for which he received a remuneration equiva- 
lent to about twenty-five cents of American money 
per day. He remained in the factory until 1844, 
when on the 8th of May he set sail from Havre for 
America, landing in the city of New York thirty- 
two days later, with about $52 in his pocket. He 
immediately started for Stephenson County, via 
the Hudson River and Erie Canal to Buffalo, and 
thence by lake to Chicago, from which point he 
traveled the remainder of the journey by stage to 
Freeport. Here he readily secured employment as 
a farm hand, working in the fields while his wife 
assisted in the domestic affairs of the household. 
Here they remained for fifteen months, receiving 
for their services the sum of $100. 
We now come to the record of Mr. Kleckler as a 








farmer in his own behalf. After having left the 
employment of the farmer as before stated, Mr. 
Kleckler leased land in Waddams Township for 
nine years, after which he bought twenty-five acres 
now included in his present farm,‘ though he did 
not at once cease renting land. He has from time 
to time added to his farm by purchase until he is 
now the possessor of 225 acres of as fine land as 
there is in any section of the State. He has also 
erected convenient and comfortable farm buildings 
for his family, his stock and his grain. 

It was in the month of July, 1844, that Miss 
Ursula Sigvalt, who was a native of Alsace, France, 
was united in marriage to Mr. Kleckler; she 
set out for the New World in 1844. Mrs. 
Keckler aided with her own strong hands in ac- 
cumulating the neat little fortune which she and 
her husband now possess. ‘The children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kleckler are eight in number, to wit: John 
Pells, Jacob, Frederick, Henry, Michael, Mary, 
Louisa and Caroline. Mrs. Kleckler, the mother 
of these children, and the faithful wife of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, passed to the other shore on 
July 30, 1883. She was a Christian, strong in-the 
faith of the Lutheran Church, and was a model 
mother, a kind wife and an exemplary woman. 
Mr. Kleckler is a sturdy German, with strong con- 
victions, and in politics isa Democrat and in relig- 
ion a Lutheran. 
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ACOB AURAND. One traveling through 

| Jefferson Township will not fail to be at- 

| tracted by the high state of cultivation and 

the admirably arranged buildings which 

have been erected on the 260-acre farm, on section 


11, owned by the pioneer citizen whose life we will — 


here sketch. The parents of Mr. Aurand were 
Henry and Susan Aurand, who were natives 
of Pennsylvania. They came to Stephenson 
County in 1844, when both the State of Illinois 
and this county were in their infancy. They set- 
tled in Jefferson Township, where they resided un- 
til his death, which occurred some years ago. The 
mother died in Freeport in February, 1868. Ja- 
cob was the oldest of a family of eight children,. 
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who lived to grow up. _He was born in Union 
County, Pa., in 1829, and emigrated to the West 
with his parents in 1844. During the nearly half 
a century which has intervened he has been a resi- 
dent of Stephenson County, and stands as.one of 
the remaining landmarks of the primitive days of 
that section of the State. He has spent his life 
upon the farm and has been eminently successful. 
If he was ambitious to accumulate land, that ambi- 
tion has certainly been satisfied, both in number of 
acres and the quality of the soil. The farm build- 
ings, including residence and out-buildings, are of 
modern style and possess all the conveniences. 

Mr. Aurand was married first, in Jefferson 
Township, in 1855, to Maria Phillips, and to them 
were born seven children, four of whom lived to 
grow up—George, Will, Jacob and Lizzie. George 
married a Miss Keiser, and resides in Jefferson 
Township; Will married Louisa Meyers, and re- 
sides in Jefferson Township; Jacob married Hester 
Betts and resides in Jefferson Township; his wife 
died July 19, 1887. Mr. Aurand’s first wife died 
in Jefferson Township Feb. 14, 1868. He was 
again married in Freeport, Ill., March 17, 1870, to 
Rosinna Borries, who was born in Germany Feb. 
_ 23,1842. Her parents died in Germany. The 
children by the second marriage were Lettie, John 
A.and Daisy L. Mr. and Mrs. Aurand are mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Church. 
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ILLOUGHBY BEAR, one of the self-made 
\f men of Oneco Township, opened his eyes 
to the light in Union (now Snyder) County, 
Pa., March 20, 1838. Of his father, John Bear, a 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Our subject 
remained with his parents during his childhood, re- 
ceiving but limited advantages, and when fifteen 
years of age commenced the struggle of life on his 
own account, his father having died the year pre- 
vious. 

Mr. Bear, in seeking for employment, first was 
induced to take up the trade of a_ bricklayer, 
at which he succeeded so well that he has followed 
it now in connection with farming for a period of 
over thirty years. The family came to this State 





in 1841, and Willoughby was married in 1861. Not 
long after this last interesting event he rented his 
father’s farm in Oneco Township, upon which he 
remained two years, and thence removed to Rock 
Grove Township, farther east, to a tract of 260 
acres, upon which he farmed four years. After- 
ward he went into the village, where he resided two 
years. *Then, in company with his brother Peter, 
he purchased the old homestead from the other 
heirs and occupied it for several years. A man by 
the name of McCaully then purchased Peter’s in- 
terest, and this gentleman and our subject operated 
together one year, when the latter purchased Mc- 
Caully’s interest and became sole proprietor. In 
the meantime he continued at bricklaying, giving 
employment to five men, and has received con- 
tracts from Iowa and Nebraska, also largely from 
the cities of Chicago and Freeport. Most of his 
bricklaying, however, for the past eight years has 
been done in Monroe, Wis. He has also had the 
contract for the erection of every brick building 
which stands in the town of Orangeville and, as 
may be supposed, has realized from this industry a 
handsome income. 

Mr. Bear was married Sept. 12, 1861, at the home 
of the bride in Buckeye Township, to Miss Re- 
becca, daughter of Michael and Elizabeth (Decker) 
Hartman, of Union County, Pa. The parents came 
to this State in 1857, locating in Buckeye Town- 
ship, where the father built up a good farm, and 
departed this life at about the age of seventy-three 


years. The mother, who was born in Berks County, 


‘Pa., in October, 1809, after the death of her hus- 


band made her home with her daughter Rebecca, 
where her death took place Aug. 14, 1886. Mrs. 
Bear remained a member of the parental household 
until her marriage with our subject. Of this union 
there were born eight children: Sarah J. is the ~ 
wife of Albert Fair, a farmer of Buckeye Town- 
ship; Mary E. is employed as a teacher; Ida L., 
Howard C., Bertha, Wilson G., Arthur M. and 
Lloyd are all under the home roof. Howard is 
learning his father’s trade of bricklaying, and 


Lloyd, the youngest, is now (1887) three years old. 


Mr. Bear cast his first Presidential vote for Abra- 
ham Lincoln and since that time has been a stanch 
adherent of the Republican party. He has held 
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of the time, however, being passed in farming. 
| \ is now the owner of 136 acres of good land, mostly 
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various local offices and is numbered among the 
enterprising and valued citizens of Oneco Town- 
ship. His farm embraces 190 acres of good land 
and he still occupies the frame residence which his 
father erected in 1849, and into which the family 
moved from the old log cabin which had been 
their home for many years.- Our _subject put up 
the main barn in 1886. This is a substantial 
structure, with modern conveniences for the shel- 
ter of stock and the storing of grain, and the other 
out-buildings supply the requirements of the mod- 
ern and progressive agriculturist. 
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OHN T. HANCE. The years this gentle- 
man has devoted to business have been 
‘ passed in this county, having come here with 
his parents when a young man less than 
twenty years of age. It is proper in this connec- 
tion to mention that highly respected couple who 
were early residents of this county and among the 
most intelligent of its pioneers. They were John 
and Mary (McCall) Hance, natives of Calvert 
County, Md., and were united in the holy bonds of 
matrimony in that State, and as early as 1817 came 
West to Belmont County, Ohio. About thirty-six 
years later, in 1853,. they took up the westward 
march, coming toStephenson County. For a short 
time they made Freeport their home, and then se- 
cured a farm in Florence Township. Here the 
elder Hance labored actively for a few years, when 
he returned to Freeport. His energetic habits of 
life, however, would not permit him to rest in 
quiet, and we soon again find him on a farm in 
Florence Township. Here he died in August, 1870. 
His widow still survives. To them were borna 
family of five children, named respectively: Fran- 
cis, Mary, Benjamin, John T. and James B. 

John T. Hance gives as his place of birth Bel- 
mont County, Ohio, and thé date thereof, June 13, 
1834. He received a good common-school educa- 
tion, and has devoted himself to farming and car- 
pentering thus far through life, the greater portion 

He 








‘improved, and is regarded as an honest and upright 


farmer, and one who enjoys the respect of his 
neighbors. 

Christmas Day of the year 1861 was a memorable 
one to Mr. Hance. It witnessed the marriage cere- 
mony which united the fortunes of himself with 
those of .Miss Sarah C. Babcock. ‘This lady is the 
daughter of Anson and Harriet (Price) Babcock, 
both of whom are natives of the Empire State. 
They came into this county as early as 1840, and 
located in Ridott Township, subsequently remov- 
ing into Florence Township, where they remained 
until they retired to Freeport, in the year 1875. 
Here Mr. Babcock died, Dee. 3, 1885. There was 
born to them a family of five children, of whom 
Mrs. Hance was the third. She was born in Flor- 
ence Townsbip, May 13, 1844. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hance have been blessed by the 
birth of three children, whom they have named 
Jessie M., John E. and Charles A. The parents 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church; 
in his political affiliations John T. labors for the 
success of the Republican party. 
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RS. RACHEL LEE came to this county 
during the days of its earliest settlement, 
and fora period of thirty-five years has 
occupied a comfortable homestead on sec- 


tion 18,in Waddams Township. Her earliest rec- 
ollections are of Brown County, Ohio, where she 
was born Jan. 2, 1809. Her father, Jacob Kratzer, 
was a native of Virginia, and the son of Simon 
Kratzer, who was of German birth and parentage, 
and was brought by his father and mother to this 
country when a small child. They located in the 
Old Dominion, where young Simon grew to man- 
hood and was married. He continued there until 
about 1805, then migrated to Ohio and located in 
Brown County, where he made his permanent home. 
His son Jacob, was reared and married in Virginia 
and accompanied his father to Ohio, the removal 
being made down the river on a flatboat. They 
were among the first settlers of Brown County, and 
Jacob Kratzer, like his father, located in a timber 
tract and built a log cabin, which he occupied fora 
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number of years with his family, and where his 
daughter Rachel, of our sketch, was born. 

The father of Mrs. Lee felled the forest trees 
around his cabin home and had prepared a con- 
siderable portion of the soil for cultivation, when 
his title proved defective, and the land was taken 
from him. He thus lost all his labor and was 
obliged to leave his improvements, without being 
compensated. About 1827 he emigrated overland 
to Indiana, accompanied by his wife and eleven 
children and his widowed mother. He located in 
Shelby County when the settlements were few and 
far between and-repeated the process which he had 
gone through in Ohio, felling the timber and clear- 
ing a farm, but this time with better results. He 
retained possession of his property and occupied it 
until his death. He had married in early manhood 
Miss Annie Atkinson, also a native of the Old 
Dominion, and who became the mother of eleven 


children, among them being Rachel, of our sketch. 


The early, years of the subject of this history 
were spent under the parental roof, where she as- 
sisted her mother in household duties, and after the 
fashion of the maidens of those days, became an 
expert at spinning, weaving and knitting. When 
a young lady of twenty-three years of age she 
was united in marriage with Elliott Lee, the 
wedding taking place at the home of her par- 
ents Dec. 10, 1832. Mr. Lee was born in Cler- 
mont County, Ohio, April 21, 1805, and was the 
son of William Lee, a native of the North of Ire- 
land. After marriage the young people located on 
a farm in Hamilton County, Ind., where they lived 
until 1836. They then determined to seek a per- 
manent home in Illinois. The household goods, in- 
cluding cooking utensils and_ provisions, were 
loaded into a wagon, and by means of two horses 
they started overland and reached this county after 
a journey of thirty days. Mr. Lee selected Rock 
Run Township for his future residence and here 
made a claim, where he put up a log cabin and 
gradually proceeded with the cultivation of the 
soil. The land had not been surveyed at that 
time, but as soon as this was done and the land- 
office opened at Dixon Mr. Lee secured his title 
and began the establishment of a permanent home- 





mill was started and then Mr. Lee procured lumber 
an@ built a frame house. This they occupied until 
the spring of 1848, and Mr. Lee then sold out 
and purchased the place where his widow resides. 
He died here on the 5th of March, 1853. 

Of the twelve children born to Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
seven are now living: Luther is a resident of 
Warren, this county; James lives in Santa Fe, N. 
M.; Mary J. is the wife of Hiram Shippee, of Wad- 
dams Township; Elliott occupies the old home- 
stead with his mother; John lives in Webster City, 
Towa; Samuel lives in Freeport, Ill., and Josephine, 
the wife of Henry Kleckler, lives in Waddams 
Township. Mr. Lee was reared in the doctrines of 
the Lutheran Church, which remained his religion 
during his lifetime. 


SE ES na 
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{ ETER T. ELLIS, deceased. The parents of 
@l j) this gentleman were Eli and Jane (Baker) 
@ 7 Ellis, who were natives of Dutchess County, 

( N. Y. After living in Dutchess, Delaware 
and Greene Counties in that State, in 1841 they emi- 
grated to Stephenson County, and settled in Flor- 
ence Township, where they lived until their respect- 
ive deaths. She died Oct. 27, 1866, and he died 
March 22, 1867. They had a family of five chil- 
dren, viz: Peter T., Cornelius, Johanna, Electa B. 
and Phineas B. Peter T., the subject of this sketch, 
was born in Dutchess County, N. Y., Sept. 11, 1812. 
He was raised on a farm and received a common- 
school education, and when he attained to manhood, 
his attention was given entirely to agricultural pur- 
suits. He lived at home with his parents until he 
was twenty-four years of age. On the 20th of 
October, 1836, he was married to Miss Lydia Peck, 


daughter of Tenant and Mary (Moore) Peck, who 


were natives of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
respectively. They removed and settled in. Lex- 
ington, Greene Co., N. Y., and afterward re- 
moved to Reading, and later on returned to 
Lexington, from which place they emigrated to 
Stephenson County, in the summer of 1844, and 
settled in Florence Township, where they had been 
preceded by his parents, who located here in 1841. 


stead. The family occupied the cabin until a saw- | His parents were Eli and Jane Ellis. He died 
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March 22, 1867; she died Oct. 27,1866. Both had 
passed the mark-of fourscore years. Lydia, Mrs. 
Ellis, was born Sept. 21, 1814; she is the mother of 
four children—Catherine J., Eli, Mary P., and one 
child who died when about one year old. Cather- 
ine is the wife of Milton Treat, and resides in Wis- 
consin; she was formerly the wife of W. O. Saxton, 
who was County Surveyor of Stephenson County. 
Eli married Mary Dimmic, who died in 1862, seven 
weeks after marriage. He afterward married Lucy 
Mabie, and now resides in Freeport, Ill. Mary P. 
is the wife of Mansfield W. Goodsel, and resides in 
Florence Township. 

Mr. Ellis died in Florence Township, March 20, 
1878. When he came to Stephenson County amd set- 
tled in Florence Township, he assumed the control 
of a public house, known as the Florence House, 
which he conducted for about nine years. He was 
also for seven years Postmaster. He was adevoted 
member of the Baptist Church, in which he was 
Deacon. His widow is also a member of that church 
and has been for sixty-two years. Mr. E. was a 
School Director for about twenty years, and his long 
service in that capacity was the best evidence that 
he faithfully discharged every duty devolving upon 
him. In politics he was a Democrat. 


WSS > 


OHN METZ. The life-history of this gen- 
tleman, although of necessity briefly detailed 
@ here, illustrates a man of more than ordinary 
ability; one who has made his mark in the 
world and whose course has been such as to com- 
mend him to the respect and confidence of his fel- 
low-citizens. His career has been a varied and in- 
teresting one, and he is still the active and energetic 
business man who commenced life in earnest by 
starting out on his own account when a young man, 
in 1850. He has occupied many responsible _posi- 
tions in life, in all of which he has acquitted him- 
self creditably. In 1868 Mr. Metz established him- 
self at Lena, in the drug business, in which line of 
merchandise he is now the acknowledged leader in 
that section. 
The childhood and early youth of John Metz 





were spent on the other side of the Atlantic in Hes- 
sian Germany. where his birth took place Sept. 27, 
1829. His father, Peter Metz, was born in the same 
locality, where he grew to’ manhood and married 
one of his early playmates, Miss Margaret Dapper. 
When our subject was a youth of fourteen years, 
in May, 1842, his father, accompanied by his wife 
and four children, embarked on a sailing-vessel for 
America, After a tedious voyage of forty-eight 
days, they landed in New York City, where Peter 
Metz had his effects transferred to a steamer and 
proceeded via the Hudson River, the Erie Canal 
and the Lakes to Milwaukee. They tarried there 
two weeks and then hired a man with oxen to con- 
vey them to Washington County, Wis. The road 
a part of the way lay through an unbroken forest, 
and their axes were often utilized in chopping down 
trees so that the team could effect a passage. 

They located in that part of Washington County 
now included in Polk Township, where Peter Metz 
unloaded his goods under a tree and provided as 
best he could for the comfort of his family until en- 
abled to put up a cabin. He had no nails, doors or 
window sashes, his ax being the main tool available 
for the construction of the dwelling. Peter Metz, 
however, had not gone into the wilderness with his 
eyes shut, but had abundant faith that there would 
be some means at hand to carry out his purpose. 
Necessity became the mother of invention, and 
without wasting any time in bewailing the absence 
of a tool-chest. he proceeded to split open some 
basswood logs with which he laid a floor and cut 
down some small oak trees from which to manufact- 
ure shingles. In the absence of nails he whittled 
out wooden pins and thesame material was used in 
forming hinges for the door. After the cabin was 
roofed over, the family felt very proud and com- 
fortable. The next thing was the furniture. This 
also was home-made. Rude benches served for 
chairs, and the bedstead was constructed by means 
of poles inserted in the wall. : 

The family soon settled down to the routine of 
daily life, and Peter Metz proceeded to cultivate 
his claim. ‘The nearest market and depot for sup- 
plies was Milwaukee, twenty-two miles distant, and 
to this point their produce was conveyed by ox- 
teams, which in returning, brought home the needed 
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provisions for the family. Flour at times was a 
scarce commodity and corn-meal had to take its 
place. Wild game, however, was plenty, and the 
family feasted upon what is now considered in the 
cities a rare dainty. 

They occupied the log cabin for three or four 
years, and then Peter Metz put up a more _preten- 
tious structure, namely, a hewed-log house, which 
was the admiration of the whole neighborhood. 


This constituted the home of the family for many 


years, and here the faithful wife and mother passed 
to her final rest, her death taking place in 1848. 

After the death of his wife, Peter Metz remained 
upon the land which he had transformed into a 
good farm until declining years unfitted him for act- 
ive labor, and he reluctantly abandoned the ener- 
getic and industrious life which was his second na- 
ture. In 1853, he retired from the farm and took 
up his abode with his son, our subject, in Lena, 
where his death took place in 1885, after he had 
rounded up the measure of fourscore years. 

The children of Peter and Margaret (Dapper) 
Metz, four in number, were Philip, who still re- 
mains in Washington County, Wis.; John of our 
sketch; Elizabeth, who became the wife of A. Kap- 


fer, and died in Dakota in February, 1887; and 


Michael, aresident of Northern Wisconsin. 

John Metz was placed in school at an early age 
and obtained a good education in his native Proy- 
ince. Thesystem of compulsory education there 
has no doubt had much to do with the reliable and 
substantial character of the average German citi- 
zen. Young John thus obtained a practical insight 
into the matters which would be most apt to con- 
eern him in after life, and which has been ‘no in- 
considerable aid to his later success. He remem- 
bers well the incidents connected with the prepara- 
tion for the ocean voyage and still more distinctly 
the subsequent life of the family in the wilds of 
Washington County, Wis. He lived with his par- 
ents in Polk Township two years, and at an early 
stage in life evinced a worthy ambition to do some- 
thing for himself and to become somebody in the 
world. With this in view heleft home when six- 
teen years old and going to Milwaukee, secured a 
situation as clerk in a boot and shoe store, remain- 
ing with his first employer two years. During this 





time he had been faithful to his early training, and 
had saved sufficient means to indulge himself in a 
vacation. This he employed in visiting an uncle 
in New York State, where he spent the summer. 
Then returning to Wisconsin, he was connected 
with different branches of trade until twenty-two 
years old, when he established in the boot and shoe 
business for himself at Mayfield, where he con- 
tinued until 1869. 

In the spring of that year his attention was di- 
rected to the advantages of business in Northern 
Illinois, and coming to Lena he associated himself 
with Dr. Bunson, a practical chemist, and they 
opened up a drug business, and operated together 
two years. Mr. Metz then purchased the interest 
of his partner and has continued alone since that 
time. As may be supposed, it required the exer- 
cise of more than ordinary good judgment to as- 
sume such responsibilities after the brief experience 
of two years in a branch which is supposed to usu- 
ally require a long and close apprenticeship. The 
course of our subject, however, has been uniformly 
onward. By the closest attention to the smallest 
details he has made of this venture a complete suc- 
cess, and is now recugnized as a pharmacist second 
to none in Stephenson County. 

In addition. to his business interests, Mr. Metz 
has given much of his time and attention in assist- 
ing to build up his community, and no man has 
taken a livelier interest in its progress and welfare. 
He has held the office of Trustee, and been the en- 
courager and supporter of every enterprise calcu- 
lated to advance its social and business status. He 
has assisted in embellishing the town by the erec- 
tion of one of its most beautiful residences which 
now constitutes his home, and is located at the cor- 
ner of Mason and Rantoul streets. This structure 
built in 1885, is finely finished and furnished, and 
all its surroundings indicate the taste and means of 
its proprietor. While a resident of Wisconsin Mr. 
Metz represented Polk Township on the County 
Board of Supervisors three years, and was Superin- 
tendent of the Infirmary eight years, which position 
he resigned upon coming to Lena. 

When not quite twenty-three years of age Mr. 





Metz, in March, 1852, was united in marriage with 


Miss Johanna Hoffman, who was born in the little Y 
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Kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, and was the daugh- 
ter of Christian and Barbara Hoffman, who emi- 
grated to America when their daughter was a young 
child. They located in Washington County, Wis., 
where the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. Metz took place. 
The children of this marriage, five in number, are 
Lydia; Carrie, the wife of William Koenig, of Free- 
port; Bertha, the wife of John Schleter, of Lena; 
Robert and Cora. Our subject since becoming a 
naturalized citizen, has voted with the Democratic 
party, and both he and his estimable wife are mem- 
bers in good standing of the English Lutheran 
Church. : 

A view of Mr. Metz’s handsome residence is 
shown in this work. 


100° D3 5O090-——$ 


HEP W. REIGARD, one of the pleasant 
and agreeable business men of Freeport, 
whom it is a pleasure to meet on any occa- 
sion, is the subject of thissketch. He may 

truly be said to be the leading clothier of the North- 
west, as he carries one of the very largest stocks of 
clothing, hats, caps, and gents’ furnishing goods. In 
years he is young, but old in business experience. 
In the arrangement of his store he displays a re- 
markable degree of taste and neatness, and in the 
treatment of customers he is always courteous and 
obliging. He isa man of very pleasing address and 
at once secures confidence. These qualities all 
belong to the successful merchant and account 
very largely for the success of Mr. Reigard. His 
business career in Freeport has been gratifying and 
successful. . 

Mr. Reigard was born in Huntingdon County, 
near Mt. Union, Pa., on the 6th of March, 1847. 
He is the second son of Jacob and Lucinda Rei- 
gard. Both his father and mother reside in Ste- 
phenson County (see family sketch in another part 
-of this work.) The subject of this sketch was a 
lad of six years, when, with his parents, he came to 
this county in 1852. His early boyhood days were 
passed on his father’s farm, and he was educated in 
the public schools of Freeport. On leaving school 
he entered the store of Robert Little, and after re- 
maining there for a considerable time, accepted a 





position with William Walton, one of Freeport’s 


noted business men, and with whom he remained 
twenty-three years. He then embarked in business 
for himself, which was in the month of September, 
1886, in the room he now occupies at No. 91 Ste- 
phenson street. He is centrally located, and by his 
energy and courteous treatment, has succeeded in 
securing a very large trade. His long experience 
in business in Freeport has secured hima wide ac- 
quaintance among the people of Stephenson and ad- 
joining counties. At all times be carries a large 
and varied stock of goods,-which he is careful to 
select with reference to the wants of the people of 
this section of the country. 

In 1877 Mr. Reigard was married to Miss Mary 
Herbig, of Freeport, by whom he has four chil- 
dren—Gordon B., Arthur, Lulu and Ada. In 1877 
the people of the First Ward of Freeport elected 
Mr. Reigard a member of the Board of Aldermen. 
He is a member of Stephenson Lodge No. 61, A. F. 
& A. M., Winneshiek Lodge No. 32, I. O. O. F., and 
of the Improved Order of Red Men. Heisa regular 
attendant of the First Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ase 


aie WADE, deceased, formerly one 
of the most prominent citizens of Lancas- 
AA ter Township, where he had settled in 
1847, when that neighborhood was nearly 
all a wild unbroken territory, was born in Lancas- 
ter County, Pa., Feb. 19, 1822, his father, John 
Wade, being also a Pennsylvanian by birth, of En- 
glish ancestry. The elder Mr. Wade became identi- 
fied with the German people, among whom he lived. 
He died at the age of thirty-five in Lancaster 
County, Pa. His wife, Susan (Warfle) Wade, sur- 
vived him, dying in 1835 at the age of forty-seven, 
being at the time of her death a devout member of 
the Mennonite Church. 

Daniel Wade was second child of five in the fam- 
ily. He was reared and educated in the common 
schools of Lancaster County. Having lost his 
father when he was but seven years of age, he was 
compelled to earn the most of his own support, in 
doing which he acquired the trade of miller, which 
vocation he followed until his marriage to Anna 
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Mayer, which event occurred in the township of 
Westanfield, Lancaster County, Dec. 19, 1844. 


She was born in Lancaster County, the daughter of — 


Jacob and Mary (Mayer) Mayer; although their 
names are the same, they are no relation. ‘The 
father was brought up on the same farm which was 
for many long years held by the family, the same 
being located near the city of Lancaster, Pa. It 
was there Mrs. Mayer grew to womanhood and was 
married. They moved to this county in 1847, and 
there resided until July, 1870, when she died at her 
home in Freeport. The father is now living in this 
township at the advanced age of eighty-three years. 
He was married a second time, his partner being 
Maria Kaler, who is yet living, comforting him in 
his old age. Mrs. Wade, wife of Daniel, is the 
eldest of the family of ten children, five sons and 
five daughters. Four of the former and two of 
the latter are yet living. Mrs. Wade was brought 
up and educated in the city of Lancaster at her 
home. where she remained until her marriage, 
having learned, however, before that event the 
trade of a tailor, and became very efficient in the 
use of the needle and thimble. She and her hus- 
band after marriage settled on a farm in Lancaster 
Township, this county, in 1847, the year they came 
West, and made their home since in Lancaster until 
the death of Mr. Wade. He was the owner of twenty- 
five acres of timber besides his farm of eighty 
acres. Mrs. Wade, since the death of her husband, 
together with her good, hard-working and _ intelli- 
gent children, have added to the home a fine 80- 
acre tract on the west of the old homestead. The 
farm has now, properly speaking, two sets of good 
farm buildings. Mrs. Wade is the mother of 
twelve children, two being dead. The names of 
the children are as follows: Susanna, now resid- 
ing at home; Maria M., widow of Elias Good, now 
living in Carroll County, Ill. (On the 18th of 
August, 1887, Mr. Good was killed by being kicked 
by ahorse.) Anna is the wife of Joseph Lapp; tiey 
live in Otoe County, Neb.; John W., deceased; 
Daniel M. married to Maggie Fink, living at 
Freeport; Jacob M. married to Hannah M. Clump, 
residing on the homestead; Olivia C. at-home; Es- 
rom M., who assists in conducting the home farm; 
Sarah E., William L., Lizzie N. and Carrie E., are 





also at home. Mrs. Wade and her husband were 
active members of the Mennonite Church. Mr. 
Wade when living voted the Republican ticket. Mr. 
Wade died on the 31st of March, 1879, and is 
buried in the Mennonite Cemetery. 


Wolf ste EK. BOWKER, representing the 


real-estate and insurance business at Lena, 

first opened his eyes to the light in the 
Green Mountain State, June 17,1836. His father, 
James M. Bowker, was a native of the same county 
as his son, and his grandfather Bowker, also a 
New Englander, born in New Haven, Conn., was 
one of the earliest pioneers of Franklin County, 
Vt. -He purchased land of the Government and 
cleared a farm which he cultivated and occupied 
until his death. He only lived to middle age, 
however, his son James M. being but an infant 
when the father died. ‘The mother, by economy 
and excellent management, kept her children to- 
gether on the old homestead until they were fitted 
to go out into the world and take care of them- 
selves. The maiden name of this worthy lady was 
Sybil Loomis, also a native of Connecticut, who re- 
moved to Franklin County, Vt., with her husband 
soon after their marriage. She remained on the 
homestead established by them during their early 
married life until the close of a long and eventful 
career, being ninety-seven years of age at the time 
of her death. 

The father of our subject was assisted a number 
of years in his farming operations by his brothers 
and they together became the owners of an exten- 
sive tract of land. The death of James M. Bow- 
ker took place in 1845, when he was thirty-six 
years of age. His wife, who, before her marriage 
was Miss Emily Storey, was a native of Fairfax, 
Vt., and after the death of her husband she came 
to this county, and lived in Lena, where her 
decease occurred. The parental household in- 
cluded eight children, of whom our subject was the 
eldest. He continued a resident of his native town 
during his childhood and youth, attending school 


as opportunity afforded, and working on a farm. 
He set out for this State in March, 1857, when not t 
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quite twenty-one years old. He stopped in Kent 
Township, and rented a tract of land upon which 
he operated one year. In the spring of 1858, he 
purchased 100 acres lying partly in Kent Township 
and partly across the line in Jo Daviess County, 
The sod had never been turned by the plowshare, 


. and he set himself industriously to work to bring 


the soil to a state of cultivation. He worked suc- 
cessfully upon it four years, and then leaving it in 
the hands of a tenant, decided to change his occu- 
pation. Establishing an office at Lena, he com- 
menced business as an insurance agent, which he 
has carried on since that time, and the past few 
years extended his operations, and began dealing in 
real estate. His transactions embrace lands. in 
Minnesota and Kansas in addition to a large area 
in this State, together with houses and other prop- 
erty of the kind. 

While a resident of Lena, Mr. Bowker was mar- 
ried, in June, 1859, to Miss Mary J., daughter of 
Ezra and Nancy (Andrews) Latham, natives respect- 
ively of Vermont and Ohio, and pioneers of Jo 
Daviess County. Mr. and Mrs. Bowker have one 
child, a daughter, Effie, who is now at home. They 
are members in good standing of the Baptist Church, 
and Mr. B. uniformly casts his vote with the Re- 
publican party. 


a re 


ARON BOWER was born Feb. 11, 1840, 

@ in Union County, Pa. His father was 
rh Abraham Bower (see sketch). He assisted 
@) his father on the farm until he was twenty- 


three years of age. He married Miss Amelia Hack- 
enburg. Soon after their marriage they moved to 
the homestead one mile and a quarter west of 
Orangeville, where they have resided ever since. 
At the age of seven years Mrs. Bower was left an 
orphan by the death of her father. She was reared 
in the family of S. G. Dentler, who was a native of 
Pennsylvania. He is now a retired farmer living 
in Kansas. Mrs. Bower remained with this family 
until two years before her marriage, these years be- 
ing spent with the family of Judge Dora, of 
Orangeville. The only recollection Mrs. Bower 


has of her father is that he peddled clocks. 





She 
only heard of her mother once or twice after her 
father’s death. Mr. and Mrs. Bower have five 
children: Cora Alma, Mrs. Barron. residing in 
Oneco Township; Cornelia, Eva B., Otto A. and 
Melvin. : 

Mr. Bower has frequently been called to fill locai 
offices in the county. In politics he is an ardent 
Republican. He isa man who very strictly attends 
to his own affairs, believing when one attends to 
his own business he will have no time to devote to 
that of others. He is now in the prime of 
life, and bids fair to live to an old age, filling the 
measure of his days with usefulness. 


AWA 200 OSE DOI 


Dee L. WRIGHT, who is engaged in gen- 
) eral merchandising at Winslow, is a native 
6) of this county, born in Oneco Township, 
Sept. 27, 1846. His father, Joshua Wright, 

was born in Genesee County, N. Y., from which 
State his grandfather, Joshua Wright, Sr., removed, 
and located in Warren County, Pa., during the 
early settlement of that region. Here he purchased 
a tract of timber, built a sawmill, and engaged in 
floating lumber down the river to market. He 
also put up a flour and fulling mill, and founded 
the town of Wrightsville, which still bears his name. 
He was a large property holder, at one time own- 
ing the whole of the ground comprising the town, 
which he sold for residence lots at a good profig. 
Mr. Wright was liberal minded and enterprising, 
always willing to assist in advancing the moral and 
educational interests of his community. He erected 
a neat little church building which was opened to 
preachers of all denominations. He lived to a ripe 
old age, possessing to the last in a remarkable de- 
gree the energy and industry which had been his 
chief characteristics. His family, consisting of six 
sons and two daughters, all married, and reared 
families of their own. Among these was Joshua, 
Jr., the father of our subject, who grew to man- 
hood and was married in New York, where he de- 
cided to settle, and purchasing a tract of timber 
land in Genesee County, established a comfortable 
home there, which he occupied for two or three 








= 

















il 

















_ STEPHENSON COUNTY. 235 








years. He then returned to the Keystone State, 
and became associated with his father in business, 
and settled ona tract of timber land one-half mile 


from the village, which he occupied until 1837.. 


Thence he removed to Erie County, and purchased 
a tract of partially cleared land, upon which he 
operated until 1845, then sold out, and, accom- 
panied by his wife and five children, started for 
the West. 

The journey of Joshua Wright. Jr., and family, 
to this State, over forty years ago, was performed 
overland by the aid of horses and oxen. After 
three weeks’ continuous travel, during which they 
camped and cooked by the wayside and slept in 
their wagons at night, they landed in Stephenson 
County, and Mr. Wright selected as his future loca- 
tion a tract of uncultivated prairie in Oneco Town- 
ship. The land had not yet come into market, but 
he erected a large hewed log house, and secured 
his title to the property as soon as the land-office was 
opened at Dixon, During the summer of 1846, 
he fenced and broke forty acres, but the following 
year was induced to sell his claim and remove to 
Waddams Township. There he purchased a claim 
of 200 acres, and as soon as possible received his 
warantee deed from the land-office at Dixon. Upon 
this he labored a few years successfully, then sold 
out, and retiring to the town of Winslow, spent the 
last years of his life in the peace and quiet which 
he had so justly earned. 

The mother of our subject, formerly Miss Esther 
Benham, was born in Genesee County, N. Y., and 
was the daughter of Bartholomew Benham, one of 
the earliest pioneers. He went into that section of 
country while it was yet a trackless forest, and put- 
ting up a log cabin, commenced to clear the ground 
around it, and thus labored until he had cut the 
forest trees from a large acreage and opened up a 
good farm. He lived there until an old man and 


finally removed to Byron Center, where his death ° 


occurred in about 1855. The children of Joshua 
and Esther Wright, twelve in number, lived with 
one exception to mature years; nine of them still 
survive. Byron L., of our sketch, was the young- 
est of the family, and at an early age commenced 
attending school with hiselder brothers. His edu- 
cation, begun in his native township, was completed 





at Winslow, to which town his parents removed 
when he was a lad nine years of age. He remained 
under the parental roof until twenty-two years of 
age, and then with a capital of $150, which he had 
earned himself, and a sum borrowed from his 
father, embarked in general merchandising. - In 
1862 he was appointed Deputy Postmaster. Soon 
afterward he became the partner of his elder brother, 
Willard W. Wright, and they continued together 
until 1881. They then divided their stock, since 
which time our subject has run his business alone. 
He carries a Jarge and well selected assortment of 
dry-goods, groceries, and general merchandise, 
which is valued at about $6,000. 

In the spring of 1866 Mr. Wright was married 
to Miss Emily Chase. She was born in New Bed- 
ford, Mass., and is the daughter of Resolve and 
Delia Chase. Mr. Chase was for many years a 
sailor on a whaling-vessel, and died in New Bed- 
ford in about 1854. He married in early life Miss 
Delia Lincoln, a native of the same town. She 
remained in New England several years after the 
death of her husband, and coming to this State in | 
1863, resided in Winslow Township for a time, 
then returned East to Providence, R. I, where she 
now resides. Grandmother Lincoln is still living 
at North Dartmouth, Mass., and is ninety-six years 
of age. ‘The children of Mr. and Mrs. Wright 
are named respectively, Herman Frank, Minnie 
May, Cora_D., Carrie G., Elsie E., Elmer L. and 
Bessie C. 


a 


Te. E. JOSEL, Superintendent of Free- 
K port Water-Works and also City Engineer, 
KS is an Austrian by birth, and completed his 
education in engineering and architecture in the 
city of Vienna. He was born in Stecken, a village 
in the Province of Bohemia, June 26, 1840, and is 
the son of John and Maria (Langhams) Josel. His 
father, a man of more than ordinary ability, was 
General Superintendent of farming in the district 
comprising a portion of his native Province, and 
the soil of that section under his supervision re- 
ceived the most thorough and systematic cultiva- 
tion. Both parents passed their entire lives in 
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their native land, and long since entered upon 
their final rest. 

Our subject graduated from the schools in Vienna 
when a youth of nineteen years, just in time to 
participate as a soldier in the Crimean War, and 
was in the service two and one-half years, being 
present at the battles of Magenta and Solferino, 
the terrible record of which is remembered to this 
day by the readers of both countries. During 
this war young Josel received an honorable wound 
which, however, disabled him for a short time, and 
at the close of the war he returned to his old home 
and there remained until setting sail for the United 
States. He embarked on a steamer in the month 
of May, 1863, and after a voyage of twelve days 
landed in New York City. Thence he proceeded 
southwestward to St. Louis, Mo., where he had 
already acquired an interest in the lead mines of 
that locality, and which he now disposed of. This 
accomplished he returned to Austria, where he re- 
mained until 1865. In the meantime Mr. Josel 
was united in marriage with one of his childhood 
associates, Miss Sophia A.. Koehlar, a native of his 
own Province. Thus fortified for the further bat- 
tle of life, he returned with his bride to this country, 
and again seeking his old haunts in St. Louis, soon 
afterward secured a position as civil engineer, and 
became the assistant of Capt. Eads in the con- 
struction of the great bridge spanning the Missis- 
sippi at that point. 

Mr. Josel came to Northern Illinois in 1867, and 


departing somewhat from his former occupation,, 


established the Freeport Vinegar Works, and car- 
ried this on until the enacting of the law relating 
to the manufacture of vinegar. This law proved 
adverse to his success in this business. He then 
disposed of his interest therein and returned to his 
former vocation. He was elected City Surveyor, 
and subsequently County Surveyor, which position 
he creditably filled for a period of four years. In 
the meantime he made use of his skill as an archi- 


tect in‘which he had become efficient in his native - 


country. In all his operations in this line, his 
natural adaptation to the business is uniformly 


apparent, and he has taken pride in perfecting him- _ 


self in its finer and minutest details. 
In the spring of 1884, Mr. J. was appointed Super- 





intendent of the Freeport Water-Works, the opera- 
tion of which he has conducted economically and 
with excellent judgment. The machinery under his. 
supervision has been kept in the best order and is 
consequently capable of better and longer service. 
His operations as a surveyor, engineer and archi- 
tect, have covered a wide range of work, and there 
are few points in his profession with which he is not 
thoroughly familiar. The only accurate map of 
the city was drawn by Mr. Josel in 1876, and isa 
marvel of correctness. From the first his aim was 
to excel in his profession and the result is he has 
attained to the highest excellence. 

The two children born to Mr. and Mrs. Josel 
died while young. Our subject and his amiable 
lady number many warm friends among the intelli- 
gent people of Stephenson County. ‘They occupy 
a handsome home, where they are surrounded by 
all the comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 
Mr. Josel, socially, belongs to the following: Ever- 
green Lodge No. 170, A. F. & A. M.; Royal 
Arch Chapter No. 23; the A. O. U. W. No. 23; 
Freeport Legion No. 14, I. O. O. F.; Freeport 
Lodge No. 239, and Stephen A. Douglas Lodge 
No. 100. ; 


rt Be te 


KA RS. RUTH M. THORP, daughter of James 
Taylor, and widow of the late William 

Thorp, of Lena, was born in Wilkes Barre, 

Pa., Feb. 3, 1837.- Her father was of 

Scotch birth and ancestry, and remained a resident 
of his native county in Paisley, Scotland, until 
twenty-one years of age. He then emigrated - to 
America and located in Pennsylvania, remaining 
there until about 1838, and went to Canada where 
he remaifed until 1848, then came to this county, 
and taking up his abode in Winslow, spent the 
remainder of his days. Hedied about 1867. The 


‘mother of Mrs. Thorp was formerly Miss Maria 


Lane, a native of Burlington, Bradford Co., Pa. 
She died at Wilkes Barre in February, 1837, when 
her daughter Ruth was but a few days old. The 
latter was taken into the home of her aunt, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Ballard, of Burlington, with whom she 
lived until fifteen years of age. She came to Illi- 
nois with her father, and afterward made her home 
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with her brother Alexander till her marriage. She 
became the wife of William Thorp, Nov. 18, 1857. 
Mr. 'T. was also a native of the Keystone State, and 
the son of John Thorp, of Lancashire, England, 
who emigrated to America and settled first in 
Pennsylvania, whence he removed later to this 
county. remaining for a time a resident of Cedar- 
ville, but afterward going to Monroe, Wis., where 
he spent the last years of his life. 

William Thorp was quite young when he was 
brought to this county by his parents. He re- 
mained with them until his marriage. After this 
event he located on a farm’ in Winslow Township 
and was successfully engaged in the cultivation of 
the soil until the illness which terminated in his 
death. He was cut down in his prime at forty- 
seven years of age. He looked his last upon the 
faces of his friends Aug. 13, 1878. Mr. and Mrs. 
Thorp were the parents of two children, John B. 
and Adelbert, both now residents of Lincoln, 
Neb. ‘They commenced life in a little log cabin 
sixteen feet square, and at the time of the death 
of Mr. Thorp he was the possessor of 339 acres of 
well-improved land, all: of which Mrs. Thorp has 
still in possession. 


Sor 
= —oih—as— 


'p wee BRADLEY, one of the self-made 
) men of Rock Grove Township, came to 

this vicinity in the spring of 1856, and is 

now the proprietor of 420 broad acres, 
the larger part under a good state of cultivation 
and the balance comprising sixty-five acres of val- 
uable timber, His real estate is the accumulation 
of his own industry and energy, as he began life 
at the foot of the ladder and was dependent upon 
his own resources. He is in consequence self-reli- 
ant and sensible, and one of those men who most 
readily encourage the marks of diligence and reso- 
lution wherever found in the young men of to-day. 
When first purchasing his land it had been but 
slightly improved and the homestead now with its 
shapely and substantial buildings, the stock and 
farm machinery and all the evidences of thrift and 
prosperity, are silent witnesses of that which has 





been accomplished by the labor and frugality of 
our subject. 

The first representative of this branch of the 
Bradley family in this country emigrated from 
Ireland and located in Pennsylvania during its 
early settlement. He was the paternal grandfather 
of David, our subject, and among his sons was 
Joseph, who became the father of David. He was 
born in Columbia County, Pa. where he grew to 
manhood, reared to farming pursuits. In due time 
he was united in marriage with one of the maidens 
of that region. In 1844, he started for the West, 
accompanied by his son, our subject; they made 
the journey with a horse and buggy. The father 
was pleased with the face of the country and saw in 
it great encouragement for the enterprising emi- 
grant. Later he sent for his family and they spent 
their last days in Rock Grove Township, not far 
from the present homestead of David Bradley. The 
mother was formerly Miss Mary Marshall, a native 
of Maryland, and by her marriage with Joseph 
Bradley became the mother of six children. These 
were named respectively, William, Margaret, Eliza- 
beth, David, Sarah Jane and Mary Ann. Margaret 
and Mary Ann are deceased. 

David. remained under the home roof until reach- 
ing his majority, and then for ten years following 
was occupied as a farm laborer. In the meantime 
he had lived economically and saved what he could 
of a limited income. In 1856, he visited the State 
of Michigan and purchased 100 acres in Cass 
County, for which he paid $20 per acre. Three 
years later he sold this for $44 per acre, and. taking 
the proceeds removed to Wisconsin where, how- 
ever, he only remained a year and invested his 
capital, which purchase he sold at an advantage 
soon after. After his exploring tour through 
Stephenson County he selected a tract of 182 acres . 
in Rock Grove Township, where he has since been 
a resident although making some exchanges of 
property. He subsequently sold forty acres of 
his original purchase and then bought elsewhere, 
and now has a fine farm which comprises one of the 
finest estates in the northeastern part of Stephen- 
son County. 

The birth of David Bradley took place in Colum- 
bia County, Pa., where, as we have already seen, 
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he remained until after reaching manhood. His 


first marriage took place in Michigan, with Miss. 


Margaret Miller, a native of the State of Delaware. 
Of this union were four children—Mary Agnes, 
who married Frank Spangler and has five chil- 
dren; Stephen A. Douglas, Rebecca and David F. 
The present wife of our subject was formerly Miss 
Mabel Williams, and they were married at the home 
of the bride in Cass County, Wis., in 1874. Mrs. 
Bradley is the daughter of Seth Williams, native of 
New York State, where the father died about 1882, 
aged seventy-four years, and the mother died when 
seventy-six years old. Miss Williams was thirty- 
six years of age when she became the wife of our 
subject. Of this union there is one son, Joseph, 
now a bright boy of thirteen and at home with his 
parents. Mr. Bradley is engaged mostly with the 
matters inseparable from his farming interests, but 
upon occasions of important election, uniformly 
votes the Democratic ticket. 

The maternal grandmother of David Bradley 
lived with her husband in Pennsylvania during 
the Revolutionary War and distinguished herself 
among the patriotic women of that day by her con- 
tempt of the armed Britishers. She often went 
through the lines taking provisions. to her husband 
at the front. In later years her grandchildren en- 
joyed nothing better than to get her started at 
story telling in connection with the old days when 
the Colonists were struggling for their liberty, when 
the women of that period all assisted in holding up 
the arms of their husbands and sons while engaged 
in the conflict that secured their freedom. 


ogo, 
Co eee 


ILLIAM OHLENDORYF, the proprietor of 
\f the Chicago Bakery, located at No. 113 
Galena street, Freeport, Ill., is a native of 

the State of Illinois, and was born in the city of 
Freeport, Stephenson County. on the 18th of May, 
1859. Heis the second son of Henry and Engel 
Ohlendorf. He attended the city schools of Free- 
port until twelve years of age, when he went to 
learn the trade of a baker, serving an apprentice- 











ship of three years, mastering all the intricate de- 
tails of that business. After completing his trade, 
he became clerk and principal baker for William 
Weismann, with whom he remained for about thir- 
teen months. He then went to Chicago, and was 
employed by Potter Palmer, proprietor of the 
hotel bearing that name, as baker. He worked for 
Mr. Palmer five months and then went to the Tiv- 
oli Gardens, where he was employed as salesman 
for the Brewing Company. After a time he re- 
turned to Freeport and bought the Aaron Long: 
Bakery, and embarked in that business on his own 
account. He has been engaged in the bakery busi- 
ness for nine years. He owns his business house 
which is 22x120 feet, three stories high. The 
storeroom is 18x120 feet in the clear. He has 
another building 18x 120 feet, two stories high; 
they are both built of brick and are first-class 
buildings. The capacity of the bakery is between 
five and six hundred loaves daily. 

Mr. Ohlendorf was married, Dec. 29, 1879, to 
Miss Louisa Koehler, daughter of F. P. Koehler, of 
Freeport. They have two children, a son and 
daughter, named Ednaand Elmer. Mr. Ohlendorf 
is a member of the A. O. U. W., Germania Society, 
and German Benevolent Society. 

The father of William Ohlendorf is Henry Oh- 
lendorf, dealer in flour and feed, No. 61 Galena 
street. He is a native of Germany, and was born 
in April, 1820. Hecame to America in 1847, land- 
ing in New York City, and going from there to 
Chicago, where he remained and worked for eight 
years as asalesman. He then went to the country 
and engaged in farming about five years. In 1856 he 
removed to Freeport, Ill., and for a time engaged 
in the manufacture of vinegar, the works being 
located on the north side of Pecatonica River. He 
continued in the manufacture of vinegar for several 
years, and then engaged in teaming, which business 
he followed for ten years. In 1878 he opened a 


flour and feed store at his present location, where 


he has carried on quite an extensive business. 

Mr. Ohlendorf’s business house is 22x60 feet, 
two stories in height, built of brick, and is his own 
property. He was married, in 1844, to a Miss En- 
gel, who is also a native of Germany. They are 
the parents of seven children, four boys and three 
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girls: Henry, William, Fred, Jacob; Minnie is the 
wife of William Helmin; Louisa S. is married to 
Henry Otto, and Sophia, who died at the age of 
twenty-five years. 


wn men20 OHH GE BOTTI 


OHN A. WRIGHT, Buckeye Township. 
| The first representative of this branch of 
the Wright family in America was a native 
of Lancashire, England, whence he emi- 
grated in 1714, and settled in the town of Chester, 
Delaware Co., Pa., where he established a store of 
general merchandise. Fourteen years later he re- 
moved to Hempfield Township, resolved to change 
his occupation and engage in farming pursuits. 
He purchased 250 acres of land of Robert Barber, 
and tilled the soil the balance of his lifetime. He 
" was a man of great energy of character, and became 
prominent in public affairs, officiating as Judge of 
the Circuit Court, and also as a minister in the 
Society of Friends. He was fluent of speech, and 
an address delivered before the grand jury was at 
one time published, and may still be found in 
Proud’s History of Pennsylvania. : 
James Wright, son of the foregoing, was the 
youngest of the family, and born in America. He 
was reared to manhood in Pennsylvania, where he 
married and became the father of a family of sons 
and daughters, among them being John, Sr., the 
grandfather of our subject. He also engaged in 
farming pursuits, from which he retired late in life, 
and spent his last years in Columbia, Pa. His son 
Samuel, the father of our subject, was born and 
reared in Lancaster County, but. early in life 
thought that he would like something better than 
farming pursuits, and accordingly learned the trade 
of a hatter. Upon leaving home he went into 
Union County, settling in West Buffalo Township 
in about 18i6. He abandoned the hatter’s trade, 
and having been married, located on the farm of 
his father-in-law, where he remained until the spring 
of 1843. Illinois was then beckoning to the enter- 
prising emigrant, and he joined the caravan coming 
hither, reaching Stephenson County after a journey 
of forty-two days. Quite a colony had started 
from his neighborhood at the same time, and there 





were fourteen teams in line. The journey was 
made overland, and was attended with many diffi- 
culties and hardships. The men of that time, how- 
ever, were made of stern stuff, and prepared to 
meet every emergency. Samuel Wright selected 
his location on a part of section 12, Harlem ‘Town- 
ship, and in company with his sons entered a tract 
of land and remained with them in that vicinity 
until his death, which took place twenty-five years 
later, on the 3d of August, 1868. 

Samuel Wright was married early in life to Miss 
Mary B. Lewis, of Union County, Pa., the daugh- 
ter of Paschal Lewis, who was the son of Daniel 
Lewis, a native of Wales. The mother of our sub- 
ject departed this life at the homestead in Harlem 
Township, thirteen years after the death of’ her hus- 
band, her decease taking place Aug. 26, 1875. 
The parental household included six children, of 
whom four grew to mature years. Paschal died in 
Harlem Township, in October, 1872, and William 
Aug. 12, 1883. John A., of. our sketch, was the 
third son; Elizabeth, the wife of Alexander Tem- 
pleton, is a resident of Cleveland, Tenn. 

The subject of our sketch was born in West Buf- 
falo Township, Union Co., Pa., July 6, 1825. In 
common with his brothers and sisters he attended 
school during his younger years as opportunity 
offered, but also became early acquainted with the 
more serious business of life. As soon as old 
enough his services were utilized on the farm, and 
he became imbued with those self-reliant qualities 
which have been of such good service to him in 
later years. When the family set out for the West 
he was a youth of eighteen years, and had charge 
of a team during the journey from Pennsylvania - 
to Illinois. They started from Union County, May 
25, 1843, and landed in Freeport, Lll., on the 4th 
of July following. The whole company camped 
and cooked by the wayside, and slept in the wag- 
ons at night. After their arrival and location in 
Harlem Township, our subject and his brother 
William farmed together for a number of years. 
Afterward John A. secured a tract of, land of his 
own which he operated until 1873, then consigned 
the tilling of the soil to other hands until the 
spring of 1881, when he removed to Cedarville. 
At this time Mr. Wright had already become inter- 
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ested with the firm of J. W. Henney & Co., in the. 


manufacture of buggies at that place, and retained 
his connection with them until 1881. Since that 
time he has given his attention to his private and 
official duties. : 
Mr. Wright was \first married, Nov. 6,,1851, to 
Miss Margaret Ewing, who was a native of Holmes 
County, Ohio, and came to Illinois with her parents 
in 1848. Of this union there were born two chil- 


_ dren: Emily L., Mrs. Parr, a resident of Harlem 


Township, and Oliver P., of Freeport, who is con- 
nected with the old firm of his father. Mrs. Mar- 
garet Wright departed this life at the home of her 
husband in Harlem ‘Township, April 27, 1856. Mr. 
Wright was again married, Jan. 23, 1862, to Miss 
Mary B. Heise, a native of Columbia, Lancaster 
Co., Pa. “She was of pure German ancestry, and 
her great-grandfather, Solomon Heise, settled near 
Hagerstown, Md., during the pioneer days. Her 
father, Samuel B. Heise, was born in Hagerstown 
in 1799, and from the time he was six years of age 
was reared by an uncle in Columbia. He became 
a skilled mechanic and an expert worker in wood 
and iron. He spent his entire life in his native 
county, and died in Columbia, in December, 1885, 
after arriving at an advanced age. The mother of 
Mrs. Wright was formerly Mrs. Emily (Boude) 
Lewis, a native of Union County, Pa. Of this 
marriage there was born one child, Margaretta H. 
The parents and daughter are members and regular 
attendants of the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Wright cast his first Presidential vote for 
Martin Van Buren in 1848, and believed in the 
privciples of Republicanism long before they were 
formulated into a name. Considering this- it is 
not surprising that he abandoned the old Whig 
party, and cordially supported the Republicans 
after their organization. He has been a man who 
always enjoyed in a marked degree the confidence 
of his fellow-citizens, and has most of the time 
been the incumbent of some office within their gift. 
He was the frst Police Magistrate, and has held 
the office since its first establishment. He has also 
served as School Director and Assessor, and has 


‘been Secretary of the Old Settlers’ Association for 


the last eight years. 
When Mr. Wright first came to this county, deer 
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and other wild game was plentiful, and frequently 
the settler had only to go a few steps from his cabin 
door in order to level his rifle at one of these. 
Hard cash was very scarce in those days, and the 
merchants at the little hamlet of Freeport readily 
took grain in exchange for their goods. The farm- 
ers frequently transported their produce to Chi- 
cago, which involved a round trip of several days, 
and considering the time and difficulty of getting 
wheat to market, and the low price which it brought, 
they were indeed sometimes but poorly paid for 
their labor, it often selling as low as thirty cents 
per bushel, and corn from ten to twelve cents. Mr. 
Wright relates that often while attending church 
the pioneer sportsman would be hunting for game, 
and frequently bring down a deer upon the present 
site of Stephenson County court-house. He com- 
menced keeping a diary in 1869, and has now 
about 2,000 pages of foolscap paper covered with 
the relation of his thoughts and experiences. Under 
proper training and with favorable opportunities, 
he would have been a scholar and a penman. He 
now reports the weather to the Signal Service at 
Springfield each week. ‘The incidents which may 
be gleaned from that diary it is possible sometime 
in the future may be compiled into an interesting 
volume which his descendants will peruse with 
pride. Asa fitting accompaniment to this sketch 
we take pleasure in presenting the portrait of Mr. 
Wright, which will be seen on a preceding page. 


a 


EVI ROBEY, Esgq., a portrait of whom ap- 
| e pears in this connection, has been widely 
\, and favorably known throughout Waddams 


Township for a period of fifty-three years, being 
one of its earliest settlers, and is probably the oldest 
living pioneer of the county. Nature in bestow- 
ing her gifts upon Mr. Robey provided him with a 
good supply of cheerfulness, a generous and unself- 
ish heart, and .the genial spirit which has always 
rendered his companionship pleasant and desirable. 
He is beloved as thoroughly as he is known, and is 
the center of a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances, who entertain for him the highest respect 
and who watch his declining days with the solici- 
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tude natural in connection with one who has com- 
pleted his fourscore years. 

Mr. Robey was born in Washington Township, 
Scioto Co., Ohio, Oct. 22,1807. His father, Will- 
iam Robey, was- a native of Maryland, and his 
grandfather, also named William, served under 
Gen. Clark during the Revolutionary War, and as- 
sisted in driving the British from the soil of his na- 
tive State. After this trouble had ended in the 
victory of the Colonists, William Robey, Sr., in 
company with five or six others repaired to Ken- 
tucky and made a claim, put upa log cabin and 
contemplated returning home for the winter, but 
before completing their preparations the entire 
party with one exception was murdered by the In- 
dians, including William Robey. He had been 
married, but his wife had not accompanied him to 
Kentucky. She was afterward married to Philip 
Moore, of Maryland. 

After peace had been declared between England 
and the Colonies the Moore family removed to the 
Northwestern Territory, and located in that por- 
tion now included in the State of Ohio. The jour- 
ney over the mountains was made with pack-horses, 
and the father of our subject located at the mouth 
of the Scioto River, which was then designated as 
the ‘Nile of America.” The Robey family were 
among the earliest settlers of that region. Mr. 
Moore also cleared a farm and there spent the last 
years of his life.’ Grandmother Moore survived 
her husband several years, and also died in what is 
now Jo Daviess County, IIl. 

William Robey, Jr., the father of our subject, 
was but four years old when his parents removed 
to the Northwestern Territory, and in common 
with the others was conveyed on a pack-horse 
across the Alleghany Mountains. As soon as old 
enough he engaged in boating on the Scioto and 
Ohio Rivers, and upon reaching manhood became 
the owner of several boats, by which means he 
transported produce from Portsmouth to other 
points. During one of his expeditions he purchased 
a pony, and riding across the country visited his 
old friend, Daniel Boone, in Kentucky. He re- 
mained a resident of Scioto County, Ohio, until 
1834, then disposing of his interests in that region, 
started in the month of June for the prairies of IIli- 


nois, whither his family had preceded him a few 
weeks, They joined him near Hennepin, where 
they spent the summer, and in the fall came to that 
part of Jo Daviess County which is now included 
in Stephenson. They first stopped at Brewster 
Ferry, which now lies in Winslow Township, and 
renting the Brewster farm carried on agriculture 
and operated the ferry across the Pecatonica River 
until 1836. Afterward Mr. Robey made a claim in 
Buckeye Township, on the present site of the vil- 
lage of Cedarville. He secured his title as soon as 
the land came into market and lived there several 
years, then crossing the Mississippi went down into 
Texas and located twelve or fourteen miles north 
of Austin and not far from Round Rock. There 
he improved the farm. which he occupied until his 
death in about 1877, after he had reached the ad- 
vanced age of ninety-eight years. His wife, the 
mother of our subject. was Mary, the daughter of 
Judge John Collins, one of the earliest pioneers of 
Scioto County, Ohio. She also died in Texas. The 
parental family included twelve children, eight of 
whom grew to mature years. 

Levi Robey was educated in the subscription 
schools of his native county, which were conducted 
in a log cabin with puncheon floor, slabs for seats 
and desks, and greased paper for window-panes. 
His studies were conducted mostly in the winter 
season, and as soon as large enough his services 
were utilized on the farm. In due time he devel- 
oped into a pedagogue, following teaching, how- 
ever, but a short time, and later traveled over the 
country selling clocks. He was married, when 
twenty-six years of age, to Miss Almira Waite, the 
wedding taking place at the home of the bride in 
Washington Township, Ohio, Dec. 26, 1833. The 
following April, accompanied by his wife and his 

, mother’s family he started for Illinois, proceeding 
via the Ohio, Illinois and Mississippi Rivers, and 
then by hired teams traveled sixteen miles further, 
where Mr. Robey rented a tract of land and re- 
mained until fall. He then started for Jo Daviess 
County, equipped with teams of horses and oxen. 
At Dixon they met a party of Indians who fright- 
ened one of the oxen so that he broke loose from 
the yoke, but was caught after much chasing. Soon 





| after his arrival Mr. Robey entered a claim on sec 
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tion 1, of what is now Waddams Township, and on 
St. Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14, 1835, signalized him- 
self as the first settler of the township. It had not 
yet been subdivided but afterward became a part 
of Stephenson County. 

Mr. Robey made it his first business to put up a 
log cabin, which was located on the northwest quar- 
ter of section 1, and which he occupied with his 
family twelve years. In 1847 he sold out and pur- 
chased his present homestead. The nearest market 
during these pioneer days was at Galena, forty-five 
miles distant,*and Chicago for several years was 
comparatively unheard of. The postage on a let- 
ter'was twenty-five cents, which oftentimes proved a 
larger sum than a settler could raise. Had it not 
been for the people required to operate the lead 
mines the settlers would probably have been com- 
pelled to transport their produce even farther than 
Galena. 

Mr. Robey watched with intense satisfaction the 
gradual development of the rich resources of his 
adopted State, and was no unimportant factor in 
the building up of Waddams Township. He was 
uniformly successful in his labors, meeting with an 
ample reward for his toil and sacrifices. He became 
identified with local matters at the beginning, and 
was one of the Commissioners appointed to lay off 
the townships in this county. He represented the 
people of Waddams on the County Board of Super- 
visors seven years, and served ‘as Justice of the 
Peace, receiving his appointment from Gov. Dun- 
can. There were few enterprises. connected with 
the public welfare in which he was not consulted, 
and no man took a warmer interest in the prosper- 
ity of the country around him. He cast his first 
Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson, and since 
that time has been a stanch supporter of Demo- 
cratic principles. : 

The wife of our subject, who has been the cheer- 
ful and patient sharer of his fortunes for a period 
of more than fifty years, is the daughter of Asa and 
Lydia (Kendal) Waite, a sketch of whom appears 
elsewhere in this Arsum. Of her marriage with 
our subject there were born five children, of whom 
the record is as follows: William A. operates a stock 
farm in Nora, Ill.; Louisa E. is the wife of Robert 
Young, a farmer of Rock City; Cyrus A. is a resi- 
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dent of California; Mary A. married James L. 
Hartsough, and lives at McConnell’s Grove; Levi 
Woodbury occupies the homestead; a granddaugh- 
ter, Amanda E. Robey, has been a member of the 
family since infancy. Our subject and his wife are 
connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Mrs. R. being the oldest member of that church 
in this county. 


Bee 


ENRY M. BARNES. This aged and re- 
spected resident of Loran Township came to 
this section of country over thirty years 
»)) ago, prepared to put his shoulder to the 
wheel and assist his brother pioneers in the devel- 
opment of its resources, and the building up of its 
business and agricultural interests. He was then a 
young man, strong and hopeful, prepared to meet 
the difficulties which lay before him, and to suffer 
privation and hardship if necessary, in order to 
build up the homestead which he had planned for 
himself and family. 

Mr. Barnes was born in Oneida County, N. Y., 
Aug. 16, 1813, and is the second child of Henry 
and Achsah (McGregory) Barnes, of New England 
birth and parentage, who emigrated to New York 
after their marriage. They continued in the Em- 
pire State until 1854, and until after their children 
had grown to mature years. These consisted of 
two sons and three daughters. Then, although 
past middle life, they determined to spend their 
last days in the western country, and accordingly 
emigrated thither. The father took up a tract of 
land in Silver Creek Township, and lived.for a 
number of years, during which time he had suc- 
ceeded in establishing a comfortable home, and 
there both parents died, the mother passing away 
in 1859, and the father in 1860. 

Our subject upon leaving the parental roof be- 
came a resident of Herkimer Couuty, N. Y., for a 
short time, but followed his parents to this State 
the year succeeding their arrival here. He so- 
journed in Ridott Township a short time, then re- 
moved to Winnebago County, but a year later 
returned to Stephenson County and took up his 
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residence with his parents in Silver Creek Town- 
ship, where he remained three years. His next re- 
moval was a return to Ridott Township, whence 
three years later he removed to Loran Township, 
where he had purchased 125 acres of land, which 
is now included in his present homestead. He was 
prospered in his farming operations, and invested 
his surplus capital in additional land, until he now 
has a fine farm of 325 acres with excellent build- 
ings and all the machinery required by the modern 
farmer. The place is well stocked, kept in good 


repair, and is in all respects one of the model. 


homes of Stephenson County. 

The lady who has been the close friend and com- 
panion of our subject for nearly fifty years, who 
accompanied him in his journey to the West and 
in his subsequent removals, was in her girlhood 
Miss Louisa M: Byington, and became his wife on 
the 28th of January, 1838. Their marriage took 
place at the bride’s home in Camden, Oneida Co., 
N. Y., and they began life together on a farm in 
Vienna Township, that county. Mrs. Barnes is the 
daughter of Jared and Hannah (Brunson) Bying- 
ton, natives of Connecticut. They were reared 
and married in their native county, where they re- 
mained for a time afterward and thence removed 
to Salisbury, Herkimer Co., N. Y., where both par- 
ents spent the remainder of their lives. The mother 
passed to her long home Sept. 5, 1835. The death 
of the father occurred fifteen years later, Nov. 28, 
1850. Their seven children grew to manhood and 
womanhood, and of these Louisa, the wife of our 
subject, was the sixth in order of birth. She first 
drew breath in Herkimer County, N. Y., July 2, 
1813, and remained under the parental roof until 
her marriage with our subject. This union re- 
‘sulted in the birth of six children, whom we record 
as follows: George H. remained with his parents 
until the outbreak of the late war, and enlisted in 
the 7th Illinois Cavalry, marching with his com- 
rades to the scene of conflict in the South, and 
yielded up his life in the hospital at Savannah, Ga., 


where his remains fill a soldier’s grave; Harriet . 


died when a little child two years of age; Adel- 
bert married Miss Gertrude Stinley, of La Fayette 
County, Wis., and is engaged in the livery busi- 
ness at Red Oak, Iowa; Jared B. married Miss 





Emma Buffington, of Iowa, and occupies his time 
at farming in Pierce County, Neb.; Harriet L. (2d) 
is the wife of Charles F. Scott, a prosperous farmer 
of Loran Township; Whiting S. married Miss Sarah 
Hahn, of Loran Township, and carries on the home- 
stead. 

Mr. Barnes, while a resident of his native State, 
and in his younger years, was considerably inter- 
ested in political affairs, and held the various offices 
of his native township. Since coming to the West 
he has devoted _his attention mainly to his farming 
interests. Politically, he votes independently, 
aiming to support the men whom he considers best 
qualified for office. 
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GfHOMAS JONAS. This gentleman, late a 
6 resident of Buckeye Township, came to 
XY Stephenson County, Ill., during its early 
settlement and assisted in developing the agricult- 
ural resources of this section. He was born near 
Paris, France, in June, 1801, and grew to manhood 
near the outskirts of one of the most wonderful 
cities of thé world. His parents were French by 
birth and people in the middle walks of life. ‘Their 
son attended school during his childhood and youth, 
and later engaged in asaw and grist mill until start- 
ing for America. Upon reaching the shores of the 
New World he stopped first at Buffalo, N. Y., where 
he learned blacksmithing, and where he was mar- 
ried and resided until 1839. After a time he de- 
cided to change his lovation and occupation, and 
started with his wife and four children for Illinois. 
The journey was made via the Lakes to Milwaukee, 
and there he hired two teams to take his family and 
effects to Freeport, in the southeastern part of this 
county. Six weeks later he went up into Waddams 
Township and made a claim on section 5, which he 
entered later from the Government. He put up a 
sawmill on his land and engaged in lumbering and 
farming, building up a good homestead and accum- 
ulating a competency, and there resided until his 
death, which took place April 15, 1881. He was 
noted for his industry and energy, and was particu- 
larly fortunate in his investments. He acquired a 
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large property, and the beautiful farm with its ele- 
gant buildings now stands as a silent but forcible 
witness of his business capacity and his success in 
life. 

The marriage of Thomas Jonas and Miss Saloma 
Wrench was celebrated at the home of the bride 
near Buffalo, N. Y. Mrs. Jonas is the daughter of 
Rudolph and Elizabeth Wrench, of French birth 
and ancestry, and came with her parents to America 
in 1827. ‘They settled in Buffalo, N. Y., and there 
spent the last years of their lives. The wife of our 
subject was but eleven years of age when she 
crossed the ocean, and she remained until her mar- 
riage under the home roof. She became the mother 
of ten children, and is still living on the homestead 
‘established by herself and husband during the 
younger years of their married life. Her eldest 
son, Frederick, is farming in Iowa; Margaret is 
married to Richard Ditmire; Elizabeth married 
Criss Colman; Magdelena, Mrs. Grost, lives on a 
farm in Oneco Township; Sophia, Mrs. Hoffman, 
is a resident of Waddams Township; Jacob lives 
on the old homestead; Mary, Mrs. French, is a resi- 
dent of Freeport; Henry is farming in West Point 
Township; Addie, Mrs. Reynolds, lives in Oneco 
Township, and John is in Minnesota. 
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ACOB J. BURCKHARDT, a representative 
farmer of Silver Creek ‘Township, and in all 
respects worthy of the esteem and confidence 
of his fellow-citizens, was brought by his 

parents to this section of country in the spring of 
1847. His birth took place in Baden, Germany, 
April 14, 1846, and a year later his parents gath- 
ered together their household goods, and embark- 
ing upon a sailing-vessel at Bremen, started on their 
long and perilous voyage to the New World. Our 
subject was the eldest of ten children, nine of whom 
were born in this country. His parents after land- 
ing in the United States made their way westward 
to-this county, and located upon the land which 
became their permanent bome, and where their son 
George M. still resides. 

, Our subject was reared under the home rovf and 





Y received his education in the distriet school, and 





as soon as old enough assisted his parents on the 
farm. After reaching man’s estate he went to 
Dane County, Wis., and in due time was united in 
marriage with Miss Bertha Watzkey, a native of 
Wisconsin, and the daughter of Anton and Sophia 
Watzkey, of Germany. Mr. W. is a retired citizen 
living in Minnesota, where he removed after hav- 
ing been for some time a resident of Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Burckhardt was reared mostly in Wisconsin, 
and by her marriage with our subject became the 
mother of five children, viz., Henry, Carrie, Au- 
gusta, Albert C. and Frank. 

After their marriage Mr. Burckhardt and his 
wife continued to occupy what is known as the 
Neimen homestead, which is ‘now supplied with 
good buildings and well stocked with cattle, horses 
and hogs. It is also provided with the requisite 
farm machinery and all the implements required by 
the intelligent and progressive agriculturist of to- 
day. Mr. and Mrs, B. are members of the German- 
Lutheran Church, and the former, politically, votes 
with the Democratic party. 
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OHN BAUMGARTNER, Loran Township. 

The life history of this gentleman is of more 

than ordinary interest. He commenced at 

the foot of the ladder in life, with limited 
means, and after he, with his father’s family, had ex- 
perienced aseries of misfortunes sad enough to bring 
dismay to the stoutest heart. His early home was 
in Pennsylvania, where his father had taken up his 
residence upon emigrating from Germany, and 
where they lived until 1848. Then, not being satis- 
fied with their prospects and their condition in that 
region, they decided to seek their fortunes further 
westward. The elder Baumgartner possessed but 
limited means, and the family of six persons, com- 
prising the parents and their four children, started 
with a one-horse wagon to make the long trip from 
Columbia County, Pa., to Northern Illinois. The 
journey occupied six weeks, and their route lay 
over a section of country often unmarked by a 
wagon track, and much of the journey through 
swamp land. It may readily be supposed that 
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many miles of this distance were traversed on foot 
by the older members of the family, as their one 
horse was nearly exhausted before the journey was 
half completed. They gave him the best of care, 
however, and the father was enabled to exchange it 
for his first payment on a tract of land which he 
took up in Loran Township. ‘The mother had been 
obliged to part with some of their bedding on the 
way, in order to obtain sufficient funds for their 
immediate use. During the first year of their set- 
tlement here, the land being uncultivated and much 
rain having fallen, they suffered greatly from mala- 
ria in addition to their other hardships. The 
mother only survived three years, passing away 
with two of her children during the week ending 
Sept. 10, 1851. Everything was done for the 
mother and children that the physicians of that re- 
gion could devise, but without avail, and the family 
were sorrowfully compelled to part with their best 
friend. The father of our subject proceeded with 
the cultivation of his land as best he could, and sur- 
vived until 1868, then folded his hands for his final 
rest in the home which he had built up in Loran 
Township. Our subject is now the sole survivor 
of the family, his brothers and sisters likewise be- 
ing all deceased. There were thirteen children in 
the parental family. 

John Baumgartner was born on the other side of 
the Atlantic in Germany, Jan. 19, 1830, and when 
a youth of seventeen years emigrated with his par- 
ents to America, settling im Columbia County, Pa., 
where they lived until their removal to the West. 
He is the son of John G,. and Julia A. (Rudel) 
Baumgartner, who were also of German birth and 
parentage. The family for generations had fol- 
lowed agriculture in their native country, and were 
possessed of the characteristic perseverance and in- 
dustry of their nationality. Our subject remained 
a member of his father’s household four years after 
the death of the mother, and was married in Loran 
Township, Dec. 20, 1855, to Miss Johanna C. Oln- 
hausen, a native of his own country. Her parents 
were Christopher and Johanna (Mindling) Oln- 
hausen, also natives of Germany, whence they emi- 
grated to the United States in 1854. They settled 


first near Marietta, Ohio, but a year later they 


started for the West, locating first in Galena, Jo 





Daviess County, Il. Soon afterward they came 
into Stephenson County, and took up their abode 
in Loran Township, where the father spent his last 
days. The mother survived until 1869, and after 
the death of her husband made her home with her 
daughter, the wife of our subject. The parental 
household included two children only, a son and 
daughter. Mrs. B. was born in Germany in the 
same Province as her husband, Feb. 7, 1837. Her 
union with our subject resulted in the birth of 
twelve children: Johanna J., the eldest, born Feb. 
17, 1857, is the wife of John Schaper, of West 
Point Township; Lydia was born Oct. 19, 1858; 
Louisa C., born Oct. 20, 1860, married August 
Schaper, and # a resident of Edmunds County, 
Dak.; Mary, born Aug. 1, 1863; Julia, Nov. 14, 
1865; Anna, Dec. 4, 1867; JohnS., Aug. 12, 1870; 
George, Sept. 1, 1872; Willia A., Sept. 24, 1874; 
Albert C., Sept. 25,1876; Rebecca A., Dec. 23, 1878; 
Binie, born May 1, 1881, died July 24 following. 
Mr. and Mrs. Baumgartner are greatly respected 
among their neighbors and are members in good 
standing of the German Methodist Church. 

The homestead of our subject includes 155 acres 
of land, mostly under a high state of cultivation. 
After his first early struggles had ended, he was 
uniformly prosperous in his labors. The soil yielded 
bountifully under his judicious management, and 
in the course of time he was enabled to put up 
shapely and substantial buildings. ‘The residence 
is particularly noticeable, and is the object of ad- 
miration by the passing traveler. The barn is a 
fine structure, admirably arranged. and _ finely 
adapted to the purposes for which it is intended. 
The stock bears fair comparison with those of the 
prosperous farmers around him. 

Mr. Baumgartner was particularly fortunate in 
his selection of a wife and helpmeet, and he has the 
manliness to render her due credit for the manner 
in which she has performed her part in the estab- 
lishment of a home and a good position socially 
among their neighbors. She bore with cheerful- 
ness and patience their early privations, and was 
willing to make any reasonable sacrifice for the 
sake of their future good, and that of their chil- 
dren. As they pass down the sunset hill of life, 
both our subject and his wife are enabled to look 
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with satisfaction upon the result of their labors and 
the prosperity which has compensated them for the 
struggles of other days. 
BROWN TAYLOR, Cashier of the Second 
National Bank of Freeport, IIL, is a native 
' of Ohio, having been born in Holmes Coun- 
©) ty, near Millersburg, on the 9th of May 
1838. His parents were Joseph Taylor and Eleanor 
Boyd, both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania, 
and emigrated to Stephenson County, Ill., in the 
spring of 1855. They located in Rock Run Town- 
ship, where they resided until 1863, when they 
moved to Bond County, IIl., where they still reside. 
When his parents moved to Stephenson County, the 
subject of this sketch was but seventeen years of 
age. His primary education was received in Ash- 
land County, Ohio, and after coming to _Stephen- 
son County he attended for a time the district 
schools, then the Cedarville Academy, where he 
was a student at the breaking out of the war in 
1861. He enlisted in Co. A, of the 11th Illinois 
Infantry, in which command he served as a private 
during all the marches, battles and skirmishes up 
to the siege of Vicksburg. On the day Grant at- 
tempted to take that stronghold by storm, his regi- 
ment was assigned to an exposed position on the 
line and in the memorable charge which it partici- 
pated in, Mr. Taylor was wounded by the well 
aimed ball of a rifleman. The ball passed in be- 
low the shoulder, ranging upward and coming out 
under the right ear, just missing the vertebra of 
the neck and jugular vein, lodging under the large 
cords of the neck. It remained buried there for 
three days before being removed by the surgeon. 
He was sent to the hospital at Memphis, Tenn., 
where he remained four months, and was then sent 
to Jefferson Barracks near St. Louis, where he was 
kept under treatment two morths. He was then 
discharged on account of wounds received in action 
and returned to his parents in Bond County. The 
next spring he resumed his studies at the academy 
at Cedarville, where he continued for one term. 





In 1864 Mr. Taylor entered the Second National 
Bank in the capacity of teller and clerk, in. which 





capacity he continued till 1880, when he was ap- 
pointed cashier upon the death of the former cash- 
ier, Mr. L. W. Guiteau. Since that time he filled 
this responsible position to the satisfaction of the 
Directors and stockholders, and by his spirit of ac- 
commodation and pleasant manner has popularized 
himself and the bank with the business community. 

In 1865, Mr. Taylor was married to Miss Carrie 
Bamberger, who at that time was a resident of 
Cedarville. They have three children—Jessie E., 
William Arthur and Bertha S. Mr. and Mrs. Tay- 
lor are both members of the Second Presbyterian 
Church. He is an enthusiastic member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, of which he is at 
present Post Commander. 
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= AMUEL BOBB, of Oneco Township, was 
born in Snyder, then Union County, Pa., 
Oct. 7, 1843. He is the son of Daniel 
Bobb, of the same county, and where his 
father was a- weaver in his younger days, and. later 
engaged in farming. Daniel Bobb married Miss 
Sarah Close, whose people, on both sides of the 
house, were natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bobb came to this county in the spring of 
1847, and consequently were pioneers. They lo- 
catéd on the property where they now live, the 
land being wild prairie, with the exception of 
about twenty acres, and upon which was the cus- 
tomary log cabin. In this primitive way they be- 
gan life in the West, suffering all the privations 
and hardships of the early settlers. 

Our subject lived with his parents until Aug. 20, 
1865, when he married. His time until this date 
was passed in working at the carpenter’s trade to aid 
his family in keeping the wolf from the door. 3 

The first marriage of our subject was with Miss 
Margaret Newmiller, daughter of Frederick New- 
miller. Both her parents were natives of Prussia. 
Mrs. Bobb was born June 24, 1845, and died~ 
March 14, 1881. Two children were born of this 
marriage: Ida May, May 2, 1867, who resides at 
home, and Howard C., born Feb. 25, 1870; he also 
lives at home. 

Mr. Bobb was.a second time married, Sept. 17, 
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1882, to Mrs. Mary E. Potts, daughter of Michael 
Gift, whose sketch appears elsewhere in this work. 
By this marriage he has one child, Ammon B., who 
was born Feb. 27,1884. In the spring of 1884 our 
subject moved to his present home, and since then 
has been actively engaged in its cultivation and 
improvement. Samuel Bobb is a Democrat in 
politics and his father is a Republican. Both our 
subject and his wife belong to the Lutheran Church. 
The great-grandfather was born in Prussia, and 
came to this country when three years old with his 
parents, and settled in Pennsylvania. The grand- 
father of our subject was born in Pennsylvania. 
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FNRY METZ has been for many years one 
A of the leading men in the meat business in 
the city of Freeport. © After a very suc- 
)) cessful career he has retired from business 
to enjoy the accumulations of a busy life. Al- 
though he began without capital, his well-known 
energy has stood him in good stead at all times. 
He has been successful in whatever he has under- 
taken. Mr. Metz has evidently been on good 
terms with himself, and is without dispute one of 
the big men of Freeport, his weight being about 
300 pounds. Heisaloyal American citizen, though 
a native of Germany, where he was born on the 
31st of December, 1832. His parents were John 
and Mary (Reser) Metz, who remained in Ger- 
many, where they died. 

Henry began life on a farm, and attended school 
until he was fourteen years of age, after which he 
was employed upon a railroad for about three 
years, In his nineteenth year he sailed for America, 
landing in the city of New York in May, 1852, 
from where he went to Pennsylvania, locating in 
Lancaster County, where he worked at the wagon- 
maker’s trade until 1854, then came to Freeport, 
where he has since resided. After arriving here he 
worked at wagon-making for some time for Charles 
Dollemeir, and then for eighteen months engaged 
in the bakery business with other parties. Leav- 
ing this business he again worked at the wagon- 
maker’s trade for some time. In 1858 Mr. Metz 
opened 4 meat market on Chicago street, where he 








remained two vears, and then moved to Galena 
street, into property which he had purchased, where 
he continued in business and enjoyed a large trade 
until 1884, when he retired from commercial cares. 
He still owns the property where he so long flour- 
ished and has rented it to other parties. 

Mr. Metz first began his business career on a 
very small scale, but was prudent and economical 
iu all his transactions, and now owns five good 
buildings: two business houses, two dwellings and 
his own residence, also a good farm comprising 160 
acres in Silver Creek Township. This farm is 
composed of excellent land, and on it is one of the 
finest hotises in the neighborhood and a commo- 
dious barn. The farm is drained by 15,000 feet of 
tile, and lies four and one-half miles southeast of 
Freeport. 

Mr. Metz was married, in 1857, to Miss Barbara 
Kackelhoffer, a native of Alsace, Germany. They 
had ‘five children, two having died. ‘The living are 
Charlie, Theresa and Matiida. His first wife died 
in 1867. He married for his second wife Agatha 
Kackelhoffer, who is the mother of six children, 
three boys and three girls. Henry, Clara, Jose- 
phine, John and William are living. 

Mr. Metz has served the people one term as As- 
sistant Supervisor. In politics he is a Democrat. 
He is a member of the Germania Society and takes 
considerable interest in the affairs of that organi- 
zation. It can well be said of Henry Metz that he 
is an excellent citizen on general principles, and 
has many friends in the city of Freeport who hold 
him in the highest esteem. 
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OHN 8S. BOOP, one of the independent 


farmers of Jefferson Township, owns 273 . 


acres Of first-class land located on section 2. 

The homestead and its appurtenances are 
creditable to their proprietor and as comfortable 
as those of any farmer in Stephenson County. 

The subject of this biography is the son of 
George and Mary (Hassenplug) Boop, who were 
natives of Union County, Pa. In the general 
hegira from Pennsylvania to the West in 18838, 


| came the parents of Mr. Boop and settled in Kent 
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Township, where they resided for two years. They 
then removed to Loran Township, and were located 
at Yellow Creek two years, then returned to Kent 
Township. After a residence of twenty years in 
Stephensun County the father died on the last of 
March, 1879. The mother passed away Aug. 26, 
1887. ‘Their children were William H., who mar- 
ried Maria Michler and resides in Kent ‘Township; 
Sarah E., the wife of Gaius Blanch, and a resident 
of Iowa, and John S. of our sketch. 

The subject of this history was the eldest child 
of his parents. He was born in Union County, 
Pa., on the 29th of December, 1842. He came to 
Stephenson County with his father in 1858. He 
remained at home with his parents until the spring 
of 1865, when he responded to the urgent demand 
for men for the army and_ enlisted in Co. E, 7th 
Ill. Vol. Cav., and served with that command 
until November, 1865, when he was discharged and 
mustered out of the service and returned to Kent 
Township. He has always been engaged in agri- 
cultural pursuits and has been a resident of Ste- 
phenson County ever since 1858. In 1871 he settled 
in Jefferson Township, where he has since resided. 

Mr. Boop was married in this county on the 18th 
of January, 1866, to Miss Sarah C. Bottorf, who 
was born in Jefferson Township Jan. 18, 1847. 
They have had six children—Laura M., Mary E., 
William B., Franklin S., Lawrence A. and Chester 
A. William B. died when fifteen months old. Mr. 
Boop has held the offices of Assessor and Highway 
Commissioner three years. Socially he is a com- 
rade of W. R. Goddard Post, No. 258, Grand Army 
of the Republic, and in politics he is an ardent 
Republican. His thirty years’ residence in Ste- 
phenson County is without a sullied spot, and he en- 
joys the esteem and respect of his neighbors, as an 
honest man and an upright citizen. 
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vy OHN WIRTH is of German descent, and is 
| endowed with all the perseverance of the 
A) | people of that nationality. As a farmer he 
( oy) is persistent in compelling his acres to yield 





, the largest per cent of product possible, and has 
earned the reputation of being one of the most suc- 
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cessful farmers of Dakota Township and Stephen- 
son County. He is the owner of 200 acres of 
highly cultivated land. 
ten acres of timber land in Buckeye Township, all 
of which he has acquired through his own efforts. 
His home is located on the. 200-acre tract which 
lies on section 34, Dakota Township. -When he 
first came to Dakota Township in 1854 he pur- 
chased eighty acres uf land. With the exception 
of one year’s residence in Lancaster Township he 
has been a constant resident of this township. 
Throughout this section of Stephenson County he 
is looked upon as a skillful farmer, and the im- 
provements which he has made are emulated by his 
neighbors. 

Mr. Wirth was born on the 5th of September, 
1826, in Wurtemberg, Germany, where his father, 
Adam Wirth, was also born'and reared. The latter 
was the son of a German farmer, who was above 
the average in intellectuality, and was for many 
years an office-holder under the Government. He 
lived and died in Wurtemberg. Adam, the father 
of our subject, was one of ten children, nine of 
whom were boys. He married a lady by the name 
of Elizabeth Finkbeiner, and they reared a family 
of ten children, of whom John Wirth was the 
fourth child, and was eleven years of age when his 
mother died. He is the only survivor of the 
family of ten by this marriage. His father remar- 
ried after the death of his first wife, the lady being 
a Miss Brown. Of this marriage six children were 
born, making Adam Wirth the father of sixteen 
children in all. The father and step-mother both 
died'in Fredstadt, Wurtemberg; the former was 
about eighty-four years of age when he died. He 
was a man noted for his industry and perseverance 
in whatever he undertook. 

In 1852 the son of whom we write came to this 
country with his uncle, John Wirth, now a well-to- 
do man of the Colony of Economy of Beaver 
County, Pa. After living two years in Buffalo, N. 
Y., he came to this county. While in Buffalo, on 
the 20th of February, 1853, he was married to Miss 
Catherine Haist, who was born in Buffalo Jan. 29, 
1833. Her father, George Haist, also came from 
Wurtemberg, Germany, where he had married a 
Miss Burkhart, and soon after came to this country. 





In addition to this he owns 
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He was a farmer and both he and his wife died in 
Erie County, N. Y. Three of the children are 
yet living, of whom ‘Mrs. Wirth is one. The chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. Wirth number eight, one of 
whom is deceased. John J. married Maggie Rut- 
ter, and they live on one of the finest farms of 


Dakota ‘Cownship; Mary is the wife of Darius 
Elston, a successful farmer; George married Flora . 


Corman, and they_reside in Rock Run Township; 
Louisa married Otto Seyfried, who with Henry T., 
Anna and Kate reside at the home of Mr. Wirth. 
Mr. and Mrs. Wirth are members of the Lutheran 
Church, of which Mr. Wirth has been a Deacon 
for many years. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
has been chosen.by .that_party to several township 
offices. ; 


UGH BENNEHOFF, the subject of this 

) sketch, was born Feb. 5, 1831, in Union 
County, Pa. He is the son of Daniel Ben- 

»)) nehoff, who was born in the same county 

in 1797, and lived at home until he grew to man- 
hood. He served an apprenticeship at the trade 
of masonry, and became one of the most skillful 
workmen in that calling. He came to this county 
in the spring of 1847, and bought the farm where 
the subject of this sketch now lives. After dis- 
posing of his farm in the East, he bought ninety- 
two acres, on which was a log cabin, which he oc- 
cupied with his family until 1848, when he built 
an additional log house: which he occupied until 
his death in 1869. At the time of his death he 
was seventy-two years of age. ‘The mother of our 
subject was Elizabeth Dauberman, of Pennsylva- 
nia, Her family and relatives were natives of 
Pennsylvania and were all farmers. She died in 
the fifty-sixth year of her age, having been born in 
1790. ‘They had five children, three boys and two 
girls, all of whom are living in this vicinity, ex- 
cept one who is absent in Iowa. The subject of 
this sketch was the youngest of the family, and he 
remained at home with his parents until he was 
twenty years of age, when he served an appren- 
ticeship of one year at harness-making, which he 
followed for twelve years in Rock Grove Town- 
ship and Green County, Wis. He then bought 





the father’s estate from the other heirs, and this, 
with eighty-eight acres he had previously bought, 
gave him aa farm of 180 acres, of which he after- 
ward sold eighteen acres. After managing a leased 
farm at Shannon, IIl., for two years, he moved to 
the home place in 1864. In 1886 he erected the 
commodious house in which he now resides, 

Mr. Bennehoff has held the offices of School Di- 
rector, Commissioner of Highways, Tax Collector, 
Assessor, and bas served as Supervisor three terms. 
He is Republican in politics, and evidently inher- 
ited his political convictions from his father, who 
was an old-line Whig until the organization of the 
Republigan party in 1856. 

The subject of this sketch was married to Jane E. 
Kramer, on the 2d of October, 1856. She was the 
daughter of John, and he the son of Frederick 
Kramer. The maiden name of her mother was 
Mary Ann Pieffer. The father and mother were 
both natives of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Bennehoff was 
but three years of age when her parents moved to 
Ohio, where they remained eleven years, and then 
removed to Stephenson County. Mrs. Bennehoff 
was born Feb. 12, 1838, and was married in her 
eighteenth year. They have had seven children, 
the two youngest being twins, one of whom died 
in infancy; the other died at the age of fourteen 
years. The five surviving are Mary E., Mrs, John 
Wallace, aged thirty, who lives with her parents; 
Ida J., Mrs. William Wells, aged twenty-eight, who 
resides in this neighborhood; John W., aged twen- 
ty-five; Effie S., aged twenty-three, and Charles 
F., aged twenty-one, all of whom reside at home 
with their parents. As were their parents before 
them, Mr. and Mrs. Bennehoff are members of the 
Lutheran Church. 


FX ETER WOLF, Jr., of Rock Run Town- 
a ship, is a man of honest and respectable 
antecedents, and bears the virtues of his 
ancestors in a marked degree. His grand- 

father was Abraham Wolf. He was a farmer by 
occupation, and emigrated from Germany to this 
country, locating in Center County, Pa., where his 


death took place. ‘The father of our subject was 
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Peter Wolf, Sr. He wasa native of Center County, 
Pa., and was also a farmer, but in early life learned 
the trade of a weaver, which he followed, however, 

_only a short time. He was the eldest son of a 
large family, and married Sally Ream, also a native 
of Center County. She came of genuine Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch stock, and was the mother of five 
children, one of whom is deceased. 

Our subject is the youngest of the four children 
living. John is a farmer, and resides on part of 
the old homestead in Center County, Pa.; Mary 
married S. N. Harter, Esq., and is now deceased; 
Margaret married George Newcomber; she is a 
widow and lives with her children, George resides 
in Freeport; our subject is the remaining member 
of the family. The father was married the second 
time, to Catherine Kerr, who, dying in 1866, left 
two children—Leah and Catherine C. After the 
death of his second wife, Peter Wolf, Sr., came 
West and lived with his children in Iowa and this 
State, until his death, which took place at the ripe 
old age of eighty-six years and four months. This 
was in February, 1884, He was a good man, re- 
spected by all who knew him. 

Our subject was only two years old when his 
mother died. He was born April 10, 1830, was 
educated in the common schools, and lived at home 
with his father until he was thirteen years old. He 
then started to learn the trade of a cabinet-maker 
with his brother-in-law, 5S. N. Harter, of Center 
County. He was with Mr. Harter two years, after- 
ward working at millwrighting for a time. He 
then followed his trade, and later carpentering. 
Peter Wolf, Jr., was married in Center County, 
Pa., in 1848, to Miss Elizabeth Rowray, who was 
also a native of Center County, having been born 
there April 14, 1829. She was the daughter of 
John Rowray, who came West in 1854, and died in 
this township in 1865. After the death of her hus- 
band Mrs. Rowray made her home with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Wolf, and died here in 1867. Mr. Row- 
ray was a tinsmith by trade. Mrs. Wolf has be- 
come the mother of twelve children, two. of whom 
are deceased: George W. married Miss Mary Mal- 
lery, and resides on a farm in this township; John 
P. lives in Dakota Village, this county; James F. 
isa farmer now living in Lowa; Katie C. is the 
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wife of H. B. Tate, a farmer now living in Laneas- 
ter Township, this county; Elizabeth is the wife of 
Thomas Niblo, who is engaged in farming in Ridott 
Township, this county; Ellen is the wife of F. S. 
Nestelrode, and lives in Clay County, Neb., on a 
farm; Frank F., Sadie, Edwin and Orrin reside at 
home; Mary and Charles died in infancy. 

On April 1, 1855, Mr. Wolf, wife and three chil- 
dren, first came to Illinois, locating for a time in 
Freeport, and then: came to this township. He 
finally purchased land, and-later went to Dakota, 
Dakota Township. In the spring of 1858 he located 
on his farm in this township, where he now lives. 
Altogether he owns 193 acres of land, most of 
which is under the plow. Mr. Wolf and his family 
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Politically, he is a Republican. 


(ae EORGE RUSTON is a dealer in produce, 
GG choice dairy butter, eggs, paper and rags, 
XX ete., at Nos. 155 and 157 Stephenson street, 
Freeport, Ill., which business he established in 
1862, first opening on lower Stephenson street, 
where he began in a modest way. Through his 
energy, and by close application, he has succeeded 
in building up a large business, and is looked upon 
as one of the live and enterprising business men of 
Freeport. Mr. Ruston was born in London, En- 
gland, on the 18th of December, 1840. His father 
was John Ruston, a merchant in early life, who 
married Matilda Edwards, and settled in London, 
where they resided until the spring of 1842, when 
they emigrated to the United States, arriving at 
New York, in which city they permanently settled, _ 
and where they both died. George Ruston was 
educated in that city, attending school until the 
age of fourteen, when he entered the banking house 
of Kissman & Taylor, where he occupied the re- 
sponsible position of Collector and Recorder, in 
which capacity he served two yéars, at which time 
he severed his connection with that firm, enjoying 
their fullest confidence and esteem. In 1857 he 
determined to cast his lot somewhere in the West, 
and came to Batavia, Ill., where he accepted a 
clerkship; after remaining there some time, he 
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went to Janesville, Wis., where he stopped for one 
year, and thence to Chicago, in which city he re- | 


mained three years. In the spring of 1862 he left 
Chicago and came to Freeport, where he began his 
present business. 

In 1881 Mr. Ruston was married to Miss Lyma 
E. Bordmer, of Freeport. She was born in Ste- 
phenson County, Ill., and is a lady of culture. 
They have two sons—Leonard B. and George AI- 


fred. Mr. Ruston has been in active business in 


Freeport so long that he has become a part and 
parcel of the business history of the city. In the 
various lines in which he deals he is an authority 


-as to quality and prices, and his transactions are 


so extensive that he comes very nearly naming the 
prices for those products in that vicinity. 

Mr. Ruston and wife are acceptable members of 
the First Presbyterian Church, of which he is one 
of the Trustees, and in the affairs of that organiza- 
tion they both take a lively interest. 


ENRY WOHLFORD, who is numbered 

) among the pioneers of this county, has been 

a resident of Waddams Township since 

6 1843, his homestead occupying a good loca- 
tion on section 4. The land which he now owns 
and occupies, was entered by him from the Goy- 
ernment and was without improvements, -with the 
exception of a small log cabin, of which he took 
possession, and lived with his family until he could 
provide them with a more commodious dwelling. 


He is fully acquainted with all the vicissitudes of - 


life in a new country, and ‘in common -with his 
brother pioneers, labored and waited the slow, but 
sure development of Northern Illinois, and has 
lived to see his labors rewarded, and the once un- 
cultivated prairie transformed into beautiful and 
valuable homesteads. He has been no unimpor- 
tant.factor in the bringing about of this satisfactory 
state of affairs, and can look back upon a. well-spent 
life with the satisfaction which brings its own re- 
ward. 

Mr. Wohiford is a native of Center County, Pa., 
and was born Dec. 9, 1811. His father, Philip 
Wohlford, a native of York County, removed to 





Center County after his marriage, and purchased a 
tract of timber land, where he cleared a farm, and 
there passed the balance of his life. His remains 
were buried in the cemetery at Rabersburg. Young 
Henry assisted his father on the farm until a youth 
of eighteen years, then learned the trade of a tan- 
ner, at which he served three years, and afterward 
worked as a journeyman fifteen months. Subse- 
quently he established a tannery in Clinton County, 
where he operated until 1843, then selling out, 
turned his steps westward to Illinois. The journey 
was made via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to 
Galena, where he hired a team, and was thus, with 
his wife and four children, conveyed to Waddams 
Township, in this county. He first rented a farm 
east of Cedar Mills, and the year following pur- 
chased the land included in his present homestead, 
and of which he has since retained possession, cov- * 
ering a period now of over forty years. It is hardly 
necessary to say that the labors of the first few 
years were continuous, and sometimes with doubt- 
ful results, but he persevered through~rain and _ 
shine, with the same courageous and_ persistent 
spirit, and the result now lies around him. in cual- 
tivated fields and two sets of ample and substantial 
farm buildings. Mr. Wohlford has always been the 
encourager of whatever tended toward the religious 
and moral education of the people around him, and 
St. James’ Church is located on his farm. 

The first crops which Mr. Wohlford raised on his 
land were conveyed laboriously by ox and horse 
teams to Chicago, the trip consuming eleven days, 
and the receipts not being sufficient to pay ex- 
penses. The next season he transported his prod- 
uce to Galena, concluding not to patronize the 
future great city thereafter. Deer were plenty, as 


_ well as other kinds of wild game, and the family 


were never without the luxury of sweet, fresh meat. 
The advance of civilization, however, long ago 
drove the deer and the partridge from their hiding- 
places, and so scarce have they become that their 
flesh is now eonsidered a rare dainty. 

The lady who has been the close companion and 
wise counselor of our subject for a period of over 
fifty years, was formerly Miss Catherine Wamel- 
dorff, and she became his wife Nov. 18, 1836. She 
is a native of Miles Township, Center Co., Pa., and 
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was born Dec. 15, 1815. Her parents, Frederick 
and Barbara Wameldorff, were natives of Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr. Wohlford and wife have had a family 
of ten children, who are recorded as follows: Eliz- 
abeth, the wife of Peter Roberts, is a resident of 
Clark County, Wis.; Joseph lives in Frontier 
County, Neb.; Amelia is the wife of Jacob Wau- 
ter, a resident of Iowa; Malinda, the wife of Will- 
iam Magle, resides on a farm in Franklin County, 
Neb.; Frankis farming in Redwood County, Minn. ; 
Fayette married Miss J. Whittemore, and is farm- 
ing in Waddams Township, this county; Charles 
lives in Oneco Township; Jane is the wife of Isaac 
Bechtold, of Harlem Township; Mary, Mrs. Ira 
Shippee, lives on a farm with her husband in Wad- 
dams Township; Wells, the youngest son,. died in 
December, 1883, aged twenty-seven years. 

Mr. Wohlford, upon first exercising the right of 
suffrage, was identified with the old Whig party, 
but upon its abandonment, cordially endorsed the 
principles of the Republicans, and is to-day one of 
their stanchest supporters. He and his estimable 
lady are members in good standing of the Uuited 
Brethren Church, and enjoy the respect of all who 
know them. 
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ILLIAM DIVELEY, Supervisor of Wad- 
\p/ dams Township, and one of the extensive 
and progressive farmers of Northern Illi- 


nois, has been especially favored of Providence, 
being in the possession of a pleasant home and a 


fine family, and the respect and confidence of his— 


friends and neighbors. 

Mr. Diveley was born in Scioto County, Ohio, 
Jan. 7,1831, and is the son of Isaac Diveley and a 
native of Pennsylvania. His grandfather, Freder- 
ick Diveley, after his marriage and the birth of 
several children removed to Darke County. Ohio, 
where he spent the remainder of his life. There 
Isaac Diveley grew to manhood and took up his 
abode afterward in SciotoeCounty, where he met 
and married Miss Alvira Graves. 

The mother of our subject was born in Che- 
nango County, N. Y., and was the daughter of 


‘Nora, Jo Daviess County. 





Consider Graves (see sketch of Hubbard Graves.) 
After their marriage the young people continued 
in Scioto County until in the spring of 1837, then 
started for Illinois. They made the journey to 
Galena via the Ohio, Mississippi and Fever rivers, 
and thence overland to the banks of the Peca- 
tonica. The party consisted of the parents, three 
children, and the mother of Mr. Diveley. He 
rented a house. in what was then Ransomburg, 
which they occupied from May until December. 
In the meantime Mr. Diveley purchased a claim 
which is now included in his present homestead, 
but upon which there was then no building. He 
first erected a log cabin, and committed the ex- 
travagance of laying a floor of sawed lumber pro- 
cured at McConnell’s mills, which was said to have 
been the first dwelling in that section supplied with 
such a luxury. 

When the land came into market Mr. Diveley 
entered 125 acres from the Government, receiving 
his title from the office at Dixon. He lived and 
labored here the remainder of his life, and folded 
his hands for his final rest on the 28th of January, 
1866. The mother of our subject died nine years 
later at the homestead, June 2, 1875. The family 
of Isaac Diveley included seven children, of whom 
but four are now living: William, of our sketch, 
was the eldest; Margaret, Mrs. Welty, lives ona 
farm in Waddams Township; Emily F., Mrs. Blair, 
is a resident of Almeda; Mrs. Rockey resides at 


The subject of our sketch is the only son of his 
father’s family who is now living. He was six 
years of age when he came to this county with his 
parents, where he attended the first school taught 
within its limits. This school was conducted by 
Miss Jane Goodhue, in a log cabin at Ransomburg. 
Young Diveley, as soon as old enough, was in- 
structed in the various duties of the farm where he 
‘made himself useful, and in due time gained a good 
insight into the best methods of agriculture. He 
distinctly remembers the time when the farm 
products were transported overland to Galena 
forty miles away, and especially one trip made 
in i851, when he took out oats and barley and re- 
turned with the sawed lumber which was used for 














the construction of a new frame dwelling which 
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‘supplanted the log cabin. This was built mostly 
of native lumber. Mr. Diveley still occupies the 
dwelling which has now been standing over thirty- 
five years, and with proper care it is good for 
another decade. 

The lady who has been the companion and help- 
meet of William Diveley for nearly thirty years 
was formerly Miss Mary Hulburt, a native of this 
county, and who became his wife Oct. 29, 1857. 
The parents of Mrs. Diveley, Lyman and Jane Hul- 
burt, are noticed in the sketch of John Hulburt 
found elsewhere in this volume. Of her union with 
Mr. Diveley there were born twelve children, 
namely: Lewis, a resident of Buffalo County, Neb.; 
Delia Harriet, the wife of Adam Wales, of Rapaho, 
Col.; Louisa, Howard H., Mittie, Luey, Laura, 
Julia, Bradley, Mabel, Isaac and Althea. The 
parents and all the children are members in good 
standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Diveley when first becoming a voter identified him- 
self with the old. Whig party, but upon its aban- 
donment cordially indorsed Republican principles. 
‘He cast his first Presidential vote for Gen. Winfield 
Scott, and while a resident of Waddams Township 
he has served as Highway Commissioner and School 
Director for a number of years. He has in all re- 
spects fulfilled his obligations as an honest man and 
a good citizen, and is valued accordingly by his 
friends and neighbors. 


<j LBERT ASKEY, lumber merchant of Ri- 
dott, is one of the most important factors 
in the business interests of this thriving 
little village, where he established himself 
in 1883, and carries a large and well-selected stock 
of building materials. His praiseworthy methods 





of doing business have secured him a profitable _ 


patronage, which is constantly increasing. He is 
the successor to the well-known firm of H. Poffen- 
burger, with whom he was formerly associated as 
clerk and manager. 

The parents of our subject, Ellis and Eliza (Fox) 
Askey, were natives of Center County, Pa., of Ger- 
man and Irish ancestry. The paternal grandfather 





of our subject was a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, whose given name was Thomas, and he 
changed the patronymic from Erskine to Askey. 
One of his kinsmen also distinguished himself for 
his bravery, and fought under Commodore Perry. 
The Commodore had made it a rule to reject the 
services of married men, but this gentleman de- 
termined to have a hand in the naval engagement 
in prospect, and accordingly, although prevented 
from boarding the ship that was carrying the sol- 
diery to the scene of the conflict, after the boats 
had cast anchor and had placed a mile between 
themselves and the shore, he plunged into the 
water and swam to the ship, trusting that he would 
be allowed to participate in the battle. His bravery 
was rewarded by the commander consenting to 
take him on board, and thus he had the honor of en- 
gaging in the battle which was afterward distin- 
guished as one of Perry’s greatest victories. After 


‘peace had been declared Thoinas Askey located on a 


farm in Pennsylvania, where he continued until his 
death, at an advancedage. In the meantime he 
had married and reared a family of sons and 
daughters. 

The father of our Mie Ellis Askey, remained 
a resident of his native State until 1848, then 
started with his family for Llinois, locating in Ri- 
dott Township, this county, upon a tract of unim- 
proved land. Ellis Askey, in common with his 
brother, pioneers, labored faithfully and industri- 
ously, and succeeded in building up a comfortable 
home. He wisely retired from active labor in 1881, 
and removed to the village where he is now living 
comfortably with his faithful wife, himself being 
seventy-one years of age and the mother sixty- 
three. They are members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and politically, Ellis Askey is a pro- 
nounced Republican. 

The subject of this sketch remained under the 
parental roof until he reached his majority. He 
had made the most of his opportunities at school 
and qualified himself for a teacher, which he fol- 
lowed, however, but a short time, the profession 
not being exactly in accordance with his tastes and 
capacities. One-of the most important steps of his 
eafly manhood was his marriage, April 22, 1881, 
with Miss Susie Sibert, which was celebrated at the 
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home of the bride’s parents in Ridott Township. 
Mrs. Askey was born in Hardin County, Iowa, Nov. 
10, 1864, and is the daughter of William Sibert, 
formerly a resident of this township and now de- 
ceased. The family is of German ancestry, and 
the maiden name of the mother was Elizabeth 
Kimel. The latter is still living on the homestead 
in Ridott Township, being about fifty-five years of 
age. 

Our subject and his wife became the parents of 
four children, one of whom, Celia, died when a 
year and a half old. Those surviving are Garfield, 
born Sept. 26, 1882; Hazel, Dec. 24, 1885, and a 
babe unnamed. Mr, Askey, like his father before 
him, is a straight Republican. and socially, is Mas- 
ter Workman of Ridott Lodge No. 259, A. O. U. W. 
He is also Advisor in lvy Camp No. 81, M. W. A. 
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ANIEL BONGYE, of the firm of Bongye 
| & Schwartz, dealers in paints, glass, wall 
paper, etc., No. 109 Galena street, Free- 
port, was born near Little York, Pay on 
the 6th of November, 1842. His parents were 
Daniel and Elizabeth (Miles) Bongye, who moved 
to Freeport in the spring of 1866, and settled on 
a farm, where they resided for some time, and then 
moved to Lena, where they passed the balance of 
their days. The father died in May, 1884, and the 
mother in the fall of 1885. They were the parents 
of seven children, three boys and four girls, of 
whom Daniel was the fourth child in the order of 
birth. He passed his youth in the town of Little 
York, where he attended school, and where, when 
a young man, he served an apprenticeship to the 
painter’s trade for three years, making house paint- 
-ing a specialty. When the war broke out he en- 
tered the army in defense of his country, becoming 
a member of Co. A, 87th Pa. Vol. Inf., and served 
three years in that regiment. He was then trans- 
ferred to the navy, and assigned to duty on the 
United States sloop of war ‘Richmond,’ and 
| served on this vessel one year, taking part in the 
' §. engagements in Mobile Bay under Admiral Farra- 
gut. In his three years’ service in the 87th Penn- 
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sylvania Infantry, he participated in the following 
battles:, Winchester, Manassas Gap and Mine 
Run under Gen. Meade, and: escaped being taken 
prisoner by being wounded. He was mustered out 
of the service in March, 1865, at the Brooklyn 
Naval Yard. , 

Mr. Bongye then went to Columbus, Ohio, re- 
maining there, working at his trade, for two years. 
In 1867 he came to Freeport, where he located and 
has since resided. Soon after his arrival he began 
working at_his trade for Daniel Adamson, contin- 
uing with him for seven years. He then started in 
business for himself, opening a small shop and do- 
ing a general business in the way of house paint- 
ing, both exterior and interior, continuing until 
1882, when he formed a partnership with his present 
partner, Mr. Schwartz. This firm is well known in 
the towns and country of this part of Illinois. They 
carry in stock everything pertaining to their line, 
which includes lead, oils, paints,-paper, etc. Their 
business is extending throughout Stephenson and 
adjoining counties, and the best commendation of 
their work is the work itself. 

Mr. Bongye has been twice married, first to Miss 
Mary E. Sprague. She died soon after marriage. 
He married his ‘present wife in 1877, she being Miss 
Mary Cox, of Rockford, and a native of England, 
Mr. Bongye is a member of Evergreen Lodge, A. 
F. & A. M.,and of ‘the Improved Order of Red 
Men. He isan enthusiastic Democrat, and astrong 
supporter of the Cleveland administration. The 
Bongye family is of French ancestry. 
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L. ROBINSON, one of the enterprising 
young business men of Freeport, is engaged 
in the manufacture of spring-wagons. He 
was born in the city of Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
the 9th of August, 1848, and with his parents, © 
Israel and Cornelia Robinson, moved to Tazewell: 
County, Ill. Here he received his primary educa- 
tion, afterward completing his-studies at the State 
Normal University, at Normal, Ill. His father 
died in the year 1859; his mother and four children ~ 
are living. Mr. Robinson learned the carriage- 
making trade while a young man, but began his 
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~ business life in the occupation of a farmer. During 
the time he lived on a farm he was engaged in the 
sale of farm implements at Delavan, Ill. In 1876 
he came to Freeport, and started in his present 
business. He had been a resident of Stephenson 
County for three years previdusly and was engaged 
in business at Ridott. 

Mr. Robinson, of our sketch, commenced in 
Freeport, in 1876, at Nos. 118 and 120 Exchange 
street. From a small beginning his business has as- 
sumed large proportions; the annual product is now 
between six and seven hundred wagons. His trade 
extends into the States of Wisconsin, Minnesota 
and Iowa, and his establishment is represented by 
two energetic and pushing salesmen on the road, 
who have no difficulty in disposing of his goods, 
because their sterling qualities recommend them to 
whoever may examine them. The present man- 
ufacturing establishment is very commodious, the 
dimensions being 50x120 feet, two stories high, 
-besides the basement. It is substantially con- 
structed of brick and is made as nearly fire-proof 
as possible. This establishment is looked upon as 
one of the most promising now located in Freeport, 
and its proprietor enjoys the good-will of all the 
citizens of the place. Like most successful men in 
the West Mr. Robinson’s beginning was on a very 
small scale, 

In 1875 Mr, Robinson was married to Miss Sarah 
A. Briggs, formerly of Alton, Ill., and the union 
is a very fortunate one, and their domestic life very 
happy. 





Sone 5 in I ane 


AMES M. RYBOLT, of the firm of Hinds & 

| Rybolt, who represent the grocery trade at 
Lena, is a gentleman in the prime of life 

and a partner in a good business among the 
friends whom he has known from boyhood. He is 
a native of this county and was born in Oneco 
Township, Noy. 13, 1847.. His father, Henry Ry- 
bolt, was born in Brown County, Ohio, in 1818, 
and having been deprived of a father’s care when 
an infant, was reared by strangers. He lived on a 
farm in his native county until a youth of sixteen 
years and then began an apprenticeship at the car- 
penter’s trade, serving out his time and following 
this occupation in Ohio until 1843. Then believ- 





ing that he could better his condition in Northern 
Illinois he started overland in company with a 
friend, Lewis Gibler, and took up his résidence in 
Oneco Township, this county. Here he followed his 
trade, and being skillful with his rifle often realized 
both pleasure and profit from excursions into the - 
woods and fields in search of wild game. He pos- 
sessed many excellent traits of character, and 
gathered about him a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances, among whom he lived worthily un- 
til called hence, on the 27th of January, 1875. In 
the meantime he had married and reared a family, 
and established himself on a good homestead where 
he spent his last years. 

The mother of our subject who, in her girlhood, 
was Miss Elizabeth McMear, was a native of Ken- 
tucky and of Scotch-Irish ancestry. Her parents 
emigrated to this country and were settlers of Du- 
buque, Iowa. The parental household included 
nine children, of whom our subject was the third 
in order of birth. His early studies were conducted 
in the district schools, and at an early age he | 
learned to make himself useful on his father’s 
farm. After being graduated from the common 
school he spent a year each at Dubuque and Jeffer- 
son, Wis., in the pursuit of more knowledge, and 
when twenty-two years old had developed into a 
competent teacher. He followed this profession 
continuously until the spring of 1887, being 


mostly employed in the schools of this county. 


He closed his last term in March of the year men- 
tioned, and established himself in his present 
business. His upright methods and courteous 
treatment of lis patrons are building up for the 
house a good patronage which bids fair to steadily 
extend. : , 

James M. Rybolt was united in marriage with 
Miss Idella May Hinds, May 11, 1879, the wedding 
taking place at the home of the bride in Green 
County, Wis. Mrs. R. was born in Oneco Town- 
ship, and is the daughter of Andrew Hinds, of 
whom a sketch is given elsewhere in this work. 
Of this union there are two children, a daughter 
and son—Minnie and Homer. Mr. Rybolt is Demo- 
cratic politically, and while a resident of Winslow 
represented the township on the County Board of 
Supervisors. He was also connected with Winslow 
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Lodge No. 564, A. F.& A. M.” Both he and his 
estimable lady are valued members of the Christian 
Church. 








ACOB KNAPP, the subject of this sketch, 

is of German parentage, and was born in 

All the Fatherland. From friends who preceded 
WZ } him he learned of the free institutions of 
this country and the chances there were for every- 
one who desired to attain prosperity. In the year 
1854 he concluded to emigrate to America, and in 
the spring of that year landed at New York. After 
remaining in New Yorka short time he proceeded 


to Allegheny, Pa., where he secured employment 


for nearly three years, when he concluded to join in 
the tide of western emigration, and with it drifted 
to Jo Daviess County, where he lived until the 
spring of 1864. In that year, with his wife and one 
child, he changed his location and settled in Loran 
Township, Stephenson County, where he has since 
resided and surrounded himself with many com- 
forts. 

In July, 1859, Mr. Knapp was united in mar- 
riage to Mary Shantz. Mrs. Knapp was born in 
Germany on the 2d of March, 1842. When her 
parents emigrated to the United States she was but 
five years of age, and her impressions of the old 
country are therefore very meager. Her parents 
are dead. During their wedded life there have 
gathered around their hearthstone eleven children, 
eight of whom are living; three are lying in the 
churchyard. ‘Those who yet live to comfort their 
parents and make their pathway down the hill of 
life pleasant, are Louisa, Charles, Anna, John, 
Mary, Clara, Maggie and Bennie. George, who 
was a particularly bright boy, died when he was a 


_little over four years of age; two others died in in- 


fancy. 

In religious belief Mr. and Mrs. Knapp are 
Methodists and have long been members of that 
church. Having arrived in this country in the 
period immediately preceding the war, Mr. Knapp 
became thoroughly imbued with the spirit of free- 
dom prevailing in the North at that time. On ac- 
count of the impressions thus early received he has 





ever since cast his destinies with, and his votes for 
the Republican party. He has never sought or 
held office, but has been- content to exercise the 
privileges of an elector through purely patriotic 
motives. 


pie eee St Peet 


APT. JOHN R. HARDING, of the firm of 
G Wright & Harding, dealers in books, station- 
AN J) ery, pictures, etc., No. 115 Stephenson street, 
Freeport, Ill., is a native of England,and was born 
in Banbury, Oxfordshire, on the 18th of July, 1835, 
His parents were Charles and Elizabeth Harding. 
He attended the common schools of his native 
land until he was thirteen years of age, when he be- 
gan learning the trade of a tailor with his father, at 
which occupation he worked until 1857, when in 
February of that year he sailed for America, and 
arrived in the city of New Orleans during April. 
From New Orleans he journeyed north to St. 
Louis, and thence to Dubuque, Iowa, and from 
there to Freeport, Ill., where he secured employ- 
ment and went to work at his trade for the firm of 
Stine Bros. He worked for them one summer and 
then went to Kansas City, where he engaged in 
business. 

At about this time the trouble in Kansas and 
Missouri over the question of whether there should 
be slavery in the Territory of Kansas was at its 
height. Capt. Harding being a Free-State man, 
his residence in Missouri was anything but pleas- 
ant, for in that State at that time the pro-slavery 
sentiment was almost universal. 

In the fall of 1860, he left Kansas City and re- 
turned to Freeport. In the spring of 1861, he en- 
listed in Co. A., 11th Ill, Vol. Inf.; and im- 
mediately with that command started South by the 
way of Cairo, and was in the campaigns of Ten- 
nessee and Mississippi, which included the battles of 
Ft. Donelson, Shiloh, ‘siege of Corinth, and the 
campaigns in front and rear of Vicksburg, and the 
memorable forty-seven days’ siege which followed. 
After these engagements he was detailed by Gen. 
McPherson to assist in the organization of a col- 
ored regiment, but through a blunder was discharged 
from the service. He remained out of the service 
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for a time, when he was commissioned First Lieu- 
tenant, and four months later was promoted to a 
Captaincy in the 48th United States Colored Troops, 
in which rank he actively served until Jan. 4, 1866. 
During this term of nearly five years of service he 
received but one slight wound. 

Capt. Harding was mustered out at Baton Rouge, 
La., in January, 1866. He then went to Freeport and 
served twelve months as clerk in the post-office 
under Postmaster Smith D. Atkins; then opened a 
merchant tailoring establishment in the building 
where the German Bank now stands. Here he con- 
tinued business eighteen months, and then entered 
into partnership with Benjamin Noble, of Lanark. 
While there he accepted a situation as Postal Clerk 
on the Illinois Central Railroad, which position he 
held for eighteen years, beginning in 1868 and re- 
tiring in 1886. He was relieved from his position 
for “offensive partisanship.” Returning to Free- 
port at the close of his service in the Postal De- 
partment he received the Republican nomination 
for County Clerk, and although he made a gallant 
race was defeated by a small majority ; immediately 
after the failure of this political adventure he pur- 
chased the interest of I. F. Kleckner, of the firm of 
Wright & Kleckner in 1887, and is now a partner 
in the firm of Wright & Harding. 

Capt. Harding was married in 1864 to Elizabeth 
A. Wurtz, who died in May, 1879, leaving three 
children, two daughters and a son—Carrie, John 
R., Jr., (deceased) and Nellie. Carrie is a gradu- 
ate of the Freeport- High School. Capt. Harding 
is a member of the Masonic fraternity and G. A. R. 
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LARK I. BYINGTON, one of the enter- 
G prising young farmers of Loran Township, 
\ owns and occupies the homestead of his 
late lamented father, which the latter,built up from 
the uncultivated soil during the early settlement 
of Stephenson County. This comprises 200 acres 
of finely improved land on section 36, and is one 
of the points of attraction in the southwestern part 
of the county. Its substantial buildings and the 
evident care which has been exercised over the en- 





tire premises for a period of probably over thirty 
years, have made it the observed of all through 
that part of the country, where it stands out prom- 
inently as one of the homesteads whose founda- 
tions were laid by economy and industry, and 
which has been perpetuated by the exercise of the 
same admirable qualities. 

The parents of our subject, Ira S. and Harriett 
(Barnes) Byington, were natives of Oneida County, 
N. Y., where they passed their childhood and youth 
and where they united their fortunes for life. 
Soon after their marriage they sought what was 
then the far West, and pitched their tent first in 
Ridott Township, this county, of which they were 
residents for a period of eleven years. Thence they 
removed to Loran Township, having sold out their 
property in Ridott, and in the former place spent 
the remainder of their days. The mother died 
Oct. 1, 1884, and Ira Byington looked his last upon 
the scenes of earth nearly three years later, on the 
9th of May, 1887. The family consisted of seven 
children, two sons and five daughters, of whom 
our subject was the youngest. 

Clark I. Byington was born in Ridott Township 
on the homestead which he now occupies, Dec. 12, 
1858. He spent his early years after the manner 
of most farmers’ sons, his education being chiefly 
carried on in the winter season. He was a bright 
and-ambitious boy and anxious to obtain a better 
education than that afforded by the district schools. 
His studies accordingly were completed in the 
graded school at Shannon, in Carroll County, where 
he attended two years and obtained a good 
knowledge of the classics. His subsequent reading 
of practical matter yielded him a good fund of in- 
formation, so that he now ranks among the intelli- 
gent and thinking men of his locality. After com- 
pleting his studies our subject returned to the home 
farm, and at once began to assist his father in its 
labors and management. Upon the death of the 
latter, the son became possessor of the property, 
and-has made it his aim and object to keep up its 
reputation and its value. He had been married in 
Cherry Grove Township, Carroll County, Oct. 27, 
1881, to Miss Mary, daughter of James and Eliza- 
beth Willfong. 


Mrs. B. was born in Carroll 
County March 8, 1862, and. remained under the 
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parental roof until her marriage, receiving a fair 
education in the district schools of her native 
township. Her parents are natives of India, and 
now reside in Iowa. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byington have two daughters, 
Harriett M. and Mary E., now interesting little 
girls of five and two years respectively. Our sub- 
ject, politically, is identified with the Democratic 
party, but gives little attention to politics, his time 
and thoughts being mostly absorbed by the many 
duties which devolve upon him as the proprietor 
and superintendent of a large farm and valuable 
estate. 


EOP SRB KO Sa ic 


ILLIAM ASCHER, a long-established con- 
\f tractor and builder, of Freeport, was born 
in that city on the 14th of March, 1851. 
His father was Frederick Ascher, and the mother 
was Minnie (Flechtemeyer) Ascher. They emi- 
grated to America in 1848, and the same year of 
their arrival in this country they came to Freeport, 
where they settled. After remaining there for 
some years they moved into Jefferson Township, 
but subsequently returned to Freeport, where they 
are now residing. 

William Ascher was educated in the schools of 
Freeport, and after leaving school he learned the 
trade of stonemason, and formed a partnership 
with a practical mechanic, with whom he conducted 
business for some years, when he concluded to be- 
come a contractor and builder on his own account, 
and the work he has done on county jails, school- 
houses, business houses and fine residences attests 
his skill in his business. 

In 1872 Mr. Ascher was married to Miss Minerva 
Boardman, of Freeport, and they have had three 
children, two of whom are living. He has been 
quite frequently chosen to office. He was Street 
Commissioner from 1875 to 1876; was Commis- 


sioner of Highways for three years; was Alderman. 


for the Second Ward for two years, and was Super- 
visor for two years. He was nominated on the 
Democratic ticket for Sheriff of Stephenson County, 
and was defeated by only thirty-seven votes. He 
isa member of Freeport Lodge of Odd Fellows, 
of the Knights of Pythias, Independent Order of 





Red Men, the German Society and the German 
Benevolent Society. -While inclined toward the 
Democratic party Mr. Ascher is rather independent ~ 
in his political views and practices, and his race 
for Sheriff shows that he has never been an offen- 
sive partisan: He is aman of few words, and his 
life has been made up of acts rather than declara- 
tions. He isof a kind and sympathetic nature, 
and performs many acts of benevolence of which 
the public never learn, and in winter many are the 
drafts upon his own means for the relief of the 
poor and needy. In the line of stone and brick 
work he is the principal contractor and builder in 
Freeport, and the foundations and walls of many 
of the principal buildings and blocks of the city 
were built by him. His work is honest and sub- 
stantial and invariably stands the test of time. 


J) OBERT SISSON, deceased, late of Waddams 
Township, was born in Cambridgeshire, 
England, Nov. 8, 1811. He was the son of 

)) William and Mary (Winn) Sisson. His 
father held the position of steward of a large farm, 
where he spent his entire life. As soon as Robert 
was large enough, he was put to work to assist in 
maintaining the family. For his first services he 
received the insignificant sum of threepence a day; 
however, his wages were increased from time to 
time until he was enabled to earn £10 a year. 

In 1843 Robert came to America. At the time 
he landed in New York he was yet indebted for 
his passage over the briny deep. First going to 
Schenectady, N. Y., where he worked a few months, 
he earned sufficient money to pay the passage for 
himself and wife to Stephenson County, Ill. Here 
he was so fortunate as to find immediate employ- 
ment on a farm. After working for some time 
he began farming for himself, settling on the 
farm on which he resided at his death. When 
he first located there, but a few acres of land were 
broken, but he set to work with a will and soon 
had placed quite a large farm under cultivation, 


-erecting suitable farm buildings, including a com- 


modious stone house. After a life of usefulness, 
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he died May 10, 1884. The maiden name of his 
wife was Mary A. Foreman; she was also a native 
of Cambridgeshire, England. 

Robert. Sisson’s brother, William, also arrived 
from England and located in Stephenson County 
in 1840, since which time he has been a prominent 
citizen of Waddams Township, and has done much 
toward placing that township among the foremost 
farming communities in the United States. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs, Robert Sisson 
were eleven in number, and in the order of their 
ages are as follows: William W., living in Wad- 
dams Township; Robert living in Nemaha County, 
Neb.; Mary A., the wife of Alfred A. Foreman, 
living in Friend, Saline Co., Neb.; Christopher, 
also living in Saline County, Neb.; Peter, residing 
in Waddams Township; Rebecca, who lives on the 
old homestéad; Ruth, who married Albert Van 
Epp, lives in Waddams Township; Susan, the wife 
of James Ferguson, lives in Merrick County, Neb.; 
Moses, who also lives in Nebraska; Joshua, living 
in Waddams Township, and Jane, who still remains 
on the old homestead. 
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OHN BARDEL, located on section 3, in 
Silver Creek Township, is the owner of 211 
acres at this point and a quarter section of 
land in Rock Run Township, besides forty 

acres of timber in Lancaster. His entire posses- 
sions of 629 acres, with the exception of a timber 
tract, is under a good state of cultivation, well 
watered and finely located, and he has distinguished 
himself as an intelligent and skillful agriculturist, 
forming an important factor among the agricult- 
ural interests of Northern Illinois. 

Mr. Bardel came to Silver Creek Township in 
1839, and first purchased 131 acres. He has been 
successful in tilling the soil and fortunate in his 
investments, and presents an example of thrift and 
enterprise pleasing to contemplate. He belongs to 
that class of German citizens who have contributed 
so materially to the development of Northern Illi- 





nois, having been born across the Atlantic, in 
Alsace, Aug. 19,1816. His father, Jacob Bardel, 
also a farmer by occupation, spent his entire 
life in the same Province, which was then under the 
French Government. He was of German descent 
and lived to be about fifty-five yeafs of age, his 
death taking place in 1841. He married in early 
life Miss Mary Bastian, who died when her son 
John, of our sketch, was three months old. 

The father wasjsubsequently married and John 
remained a member of the household until thirteen 
years of age, when he started out in the world for 
himself. Not being satisfied with his condition or 
his prospects in the Fatherland, he set sail for 
America on-the English ship ‘‘Lorain,” and after a 
tedious voyage of forty-three days landed at Wa- 
terloo, in the Province of Ontario, Canada. He re- 
mained in the Dominion five years, employed as a 
common laborer. He then came to the States, 
soon afterward settling in Illinois, having arrived 
in this county with a cash capital of $3 in his 
pocket. 

The lack of money, however, did not particularly 
trouble him, as ne had a pair of strong hands, a 
willing heart and a heritage of honesty and integ- 
rity. He lived economically and saved his earnings, 
in the meantime employing himself at farm work, 
and in due time purchased a small tract of land in 
Silver Creek Township and put up a house of pro- 
portionate size. The only thing now needed to 
complete his happiness was some one to preside at 
the hearthstone, and accordingly on the 4th of 
July, 1850, he was married to Miss Philipena Gross. 
This lady was born in the Rhine Province, Ger- 
many, where she remained until twenty-four years 
of age, and then came alone to the United States. 
Her parents spent their entire lives in their native 
Germany. Her father, Christian Gross, was a miller 
by occupation. Her mother, whose maiden name 
was Philipena Long, lived to an advanced age. Mr. 


. and Mrs. Bardel became the parents of three chil- 


dren, two now living, namely, Philip, who remains 
at home with his parents, and Margaret, the wife 
of William H. Kachelhoffer. John died when a 
promising young man twenty-two years of age. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bardel are members in good standing 
of the German Lutheran Church, and our subject, 
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a stanch Democrat, politically, has served his town- 
ship as Road Commissioner and has been connected 
with many of the enterprises tending to the general 
welfare of the county. 


WLIO EE DITTO 


. ANIEL ADAMSON, house, sign, and or- 
namental and decorative painter, and 
dealer in paints, oils and wall paper, No. 
73 Stephenson street, stands at the head of 

that line of business in Freeport. He was born 
in Westport, Ireland, on the 23d of August, 1834, 
and reared in Manchester, England, in which coun- 
try he was educated and grew to manhood. His 
parents were John and Margaret (Cousins) Adam- 
son, who emigrated to America in 1856. In 1858 
the father died, leaving a widow and six children. 
After the death of her husband, Mrs. Adamson and 
her family came West and settled in Stephenson 
County, in 1863, After remaining in this country 
several years she then moved to Waterloo, Iowa. 
At the time this sketch is written she is in the sev- 
enty-seventh year of her age, and owns a farm in 
Plymouth County, Iowa, and runs it herself. 

Daniel Adamson was married in 1856 to Miss 
Elizabeth Preston, of Manchester, England, and 
they have had six children, four sons and two 
daughters: John E., Mary E.; Lydia C., now the 
wife of L. Hughes; Daniel P., George T. and 
Charles F. Mr. Adamson has served his fellow-cit- 
izens of the First Ward as a member of the Board 
of Aldermen. He is a Mason of high standing, 
having reached the altitude of the thirty-second 
degree in that fraternity. He is also a member of 
Winneshiek Lodge, I. O. O. F. 

Mr. Adamson was educated in his present busi- 
ness in England, principally under the auspices of 
the Government. He attended the School of De- 
sign for seven and one-half years, from which he 
graduated, and was awarded diplomas and medals 
for his proficiency in his profession. During this 
time he completely mastered the technique of the 
profession. He afterward engaged in teaching for 
several years. In 1857 he came to Toronto and 
was engaged in portrait painting there; then he 





went to New York, where he engaged in art and 
decorative painting. He came to Freeport in 1862, 

. and established his present business in a small way, 
in a room only sixteen feet square, and.from that 
small beginning he has built up his present exten- 
sive business, which extends from Chicago~ to 
Western Iowa. There are very few persons in the 
western country so thoroughly educated in their 
profession, and, we might say, wedded to it, as Mr. 
Adamson. In frescoing, art and decorative paint- 
ing he excells, and the fine character of work done 
by him through Illinois and Iowa testifies to his 
taste and ability. He carries a large stock of all 
kinds of goods, and of the best quality in his line, 
and conducts the leading business in paints, oil, 
glass and wall paper in this section of Illinois. He 
is a business man and citizen of whom Freeport is 
justly proud. 


(SSO 


Ti eprtagetiie HEFTI, Secretary of the Barnes 
| Manufacturing Company, of Freeport, has 
held his present position since the organ- 
(©) ization of the company in'1881. He is a 
native of Switzerland and was born March 26, 
1851. His early education was conducted in the 
schools of his native country, where he remained 
during his youth and early manhood. When 
starting out for himself he first served an appren- 
ticeship of four years in a wholesale house, in the 
department of embroideries and all kinds of white 
goods, and thereafter repaired to the city of Paris, 
France, where he was employed as clerk in a large 
establishment and where he remained until 1875. 
In the spring of that year young Hefti embarked 
on a steamer bound from Liverpool to the city of 
New York. After landing at the metropolis, he 
at once proceeded westward to his relatives in 
Monroe, Wis. From there, in 1876, he came to 
Freeport, and soon afterward entered the employ 
of W. G. Barnes & Co. as book-keeper. He re- 
mained with the firm until the. business was 
merged into a stock company, and upon its incor- 
poration, in 1881, was elected its Secretary, which 
position he has since held with credit. He is also 
a stockholder in the company, and is held in high 
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esteem as a business man and member of society. 
In a quiet and unobtrusive manner, he is perform- 
ing the obligations of a conscientious and re- 
sponsible citizen. 

Mr. Hefti, before coming to this country, was 
united in marriage with Miss Louisa Stahel, the 


wedding taking place in the spring of 1874, at the. 


home of the bride in Switzerland. They have no 
children. Their present comfortable home is 
located on Clay street, and they enjoy the friend- 
ship of the best people of Freeport. Mr. H., so- 
cially, is connected with Freeport Lodge No. 239, 
I. O. O. F., and in all the relations of life has dis- 
tinguished himself by his genial manner both with 
friends and strangers, which has insured to him in 
a high degree their friendship and respect. 


wo FER a 


' has been engaged in carpentering, was born 
in what is now Snyder County, Pa., Nov. 
23,1817. His first trip to this State had been prac- 
tically an. experiment to determine whether he 
would select it as his future residence. The face 
of the country and the class of people which were 
settling it up, suited him in all respects, and he re- 
turned to Pennsylvania for his family. 

The first representatives of the Beaver family in 
this country settled in Pennsylvania prior to the 
Revolutionary War, and almost without exception 
followed agriculture. Our subject did not return 
West as soon as he expected, but remained on his 
father’s farm, assisting in its management and the 
cultivation of the soil until 1864. On the 31st of 
May, that year, occurred one of the most important 
events of his life, namely, his marriage with Miss 
Elizabeth Young, and shortly afterward he set out 
with his bride, and once more sought the great 
West. They began housekeeping in a smail dwell- 
ing in Buckeye Township, and Mr. Beaver com- 
menced working at his trade, which he has followed 
almost uninterruptedly since thattime. Toa great 
extent he labors still with his old-time energy, and 
is never contented unless employed. His children, 








five in number, are Clara A., Mrs. Bolander of Or- 
angeville; William F., engaged in irrigating land in 
Colorado; Charles E., in a book-bindery at Law- 
rence, Kan.; Adela M. and Rosa A., the latter at 
home with their parents. Mr. Beaver is Repub- 
lican in politics, anda Lutheran in. religion. His 
estimable wife belongs to the Reformed Chureh. 
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OHN H. BROWN, Postal Clerk on the Chi- ° 
cago, Forreston & Dubuque Railroad, United 
States Mail Service, owns a good property 
on section 14, Lancaster Township, includ- 
ing 220 acres, and in connection with this has 
charge of about 100 acres additional, of which he 
has the supervision and keeps well stocked with 


good grades of domestic animals, including horses, » 


cattle and Poland-China hogs, and making a spec- 
ialty of the latter. His land is under a good state 
of cultivation and supplied with convenient farm 
buildings, including a handsome and commodious 
residence which is finely located and occupying a 
rise of ground commanding a fine view of the sur- 
rounding country for eighteen miles away. 

Mr. Brown has been in possession of his present 
farm since 1882. He also owns a section of land 
in Lincoln County, Dak., a part of which is under 
cultivation, and is becoming quite valuable. He 
became connected with the mail.service in 1872, 
his first route being on the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern, where he was a trusted employe for a period 
of seven years, and in 1879 was proffered his 
present position. 

Mr. Brown was born in Rock Run Township, 
this county, June 5, 1843. His early studies were 
conducted in the common school, and he subse- 
quently took a course at the Bryant & Stratton 
Business College in Chicago. The coming on of 
the Civil War interfered considerably with his 
first plans in life, as he considered it his duty to 
assist in the preservation of the Union, and accord- 
ingly enlisted in the 144th Illinois Infantry and 
marched with his comrades to the scene of conflict. 
Going down into Tennessee, they were first en- 
gaged in the attempted capture of Gen. Price, who, 
however, escaped that time. Our subject served 
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his term of enlistment, and although meeting the 
enemy at different times and places, was neither 
wounded nor taken prisoner, and his health was pre- 
served to such an extent that he was always able 
to report for duty. After retiring from the service 
he engaged as a general merchant in Dakota Vil- 
lage, and began to lay his plans for the establish- 
ment of a permanent home. One of the first im- 
portant steps was his marriage with Miss Sarah C. 
Young, which took place at the home of the bride’s 
parents in Silver Creek Township, Dec. 31, 1867. 
Mrs. Brown is the daughter of Capt. William and 
Sarah Ann (Reitzell) Young, natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, who came to Illinois in the pioneer days. 
She was born in Lancaster Township, Oct. 19, 1845, 
and completed her education at Rockford Sem- 
inary. Afterward she engaged in teaching. Of 
her marriage with our subject there were born six 
children, namely, Nellie C., William Y., Hattie J., 
Ada H., Mattie E. and Clark J. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown after their marriage located 
in Rock Run, Dak., and then in this county, and 
became connected with the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, with which they still continue. They 
enjoy the society and friendship of a large circle 
of acquaintances, and are numbered among the 
best residents of this county. Mr. Brown votes the 
straight Republican ticket, is a man prompt to 
meet his obligations, and fulfills in all respects .the 
duties of an influential and responsible member of 
the community. 
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ILLIAM BROKHAUSEN, an extensive 
yf land-owner and successful farmer of Silver 
Creek Township, occupies a fine estate on 


section 4, comprising 370 acres with valuable im- 
provements, including a substantial farm residence, 
a good barn, and all the other out-buildings required 
by the progressive agriculturist. The main points 
in his history are substantially as follows: 

Anton Brokhausen, the father of our subject, was 
a native of Germany, and when a young man 
learned the trade of a weaver, which he followed in 
his native country until starting for the United 
States, in 1856. He had been married and had be- 





come the father of a family, among whom was Will- 
iam, of our sketch, who had preceded his father to 
America, in 1848. The latter, after arriving here, 
proceeded westward to Wisconsin, locating in She- 
boygan County, and there spending the balance of 
his life. His wife was formerly Miss Dora Prit- 
house, who was also of German birth and parent- 
age, and who died before the family emigrated to 
this country. 

William Brokhausen was the fifth of nine chil- 
dren born to his parents, the family including three 
sons and six daughters. He also learned the trade 
of weaving from his father, and followed it while 
in Germany. He made the voyage across the At- 
lantic on a sailing-vessel, landing in New York af- 
ter a tedious voyage of fifty-one days. He pro- 
ceeded by canal to Buffalo, thence to Albany, and 
from there journeyed on to Chicago, Ill. - There he 
spent but a few days, and then proceeding to a point 
near the vicinity of Elgin, engaged to work on a 
farm and was thus employed for three years follow- 
ing. Upon his arrival in Chicago, he was penni- 
less, and the first season worked for $6 per month. 
As his usefulness increased, his wages were raised, 
and in due time, with genuine German persistence 
and economy, he began to save money. He finally 
returned to Chicago and secured employment in a 
distillery, of which he became foreman and man- 
ager. While inthat city, he met and married Miss 
Helmina Korf, a native of his own country, and the 
daughter of Henry Korf,a well-educated man, who 
was a teacher by profession, and who died in Ger- 
many in middle life. Mrs. B. came to this country 
with her sisters. : 

After his marriage, Mr. Brokhausen repaired to 
Genoa, De Kalb County, and engaged in distilling. 
Subsequently the house by which he was employed 
failed, and he was obliged to seek new quarters. 
He returned to Chicago, remaining for a short time, 
and then proceeded to Joliet, where he was engaged 
in a distillery, and remained fifteen months. His 
next move was to Northern Illinois, and this county, 
where, in company with J. S. Miller, he became 
connected, in October, 1857, with the Yellow Creek 
Brewery. After sojourning there for a time, he 
was employed at Mt. Carroll, and soon afterward 
began to invest in land. This venture proved so 
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successful that he followed it up, and in due time 
became the owner of a large extent of territory. 
In the meantime he continued his connection with 
the distilling business, of which he gained a com- 
*plete knowledge, and finally commanded a salary 
of $2,500. per annum, from the firm of Fry & Miller, 
in whose establishment he occupied the position of 
general manager. He continued to invest his 
spare capital in real estate. and is now the owner of 
nearly 800 acres in Stephenson County. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brokhausen became the parents of 
thirteen children, three now deceased, but five sons 
and five daughters living. The parents are mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Free- 
port, and our subject, politically, is a Democrat 
of the first water, and has held the office of Road 
Commissioner. i 


Dp ICHARD R. HUGHES, City Treasurer of 
Freeport, is a native of this county, and was 
born in Lena, July 3, 1852. His parents, 
*)Richard and Jane (Murther) Hughes, came 
to Northern Illinois during its early settlement, and 
established themselves at Lena when it was but a 
hamlet, and there spent the balance of their lives; 
the father engaged in railroading and farming. He 
departed this life March 5, 1885, and the mother, 
June 2, 1883. 

The subject of this sketch, after being graduated 
from the common schools of Lena, repaired to 
Freeport and learned blacksmithing of Mr. Klapp, 
under whose instructions he remained as an ap- 
prentice for a period of three years, then continued 
as a journeyman with the same gentleman ten 
years longer, which fact speaks well for both em- 
ployer and employe. Mr. Hughes next became 
connected with the Henny Buggy Works at Free- 
port, with which company he has continued since 
that time, and is now inspector of the blacksmith 
and wood departments. He proved himself capa- 
ble and efficient, and in addition to his labors and 
duties has found time to keep himself thoroughly 
informed upon matters of general interest and is 
numbered among the intelligent and valued citizens 
of the town. He was elected City Treasurer in 





May, 1887, and is discharging the duties of his 
office with satisfaction to those most_interested. 

Mr. Hughes was married, Dec. 3, 1879, to Miss 
Mary A. Ryan, of Freeport, and they have become 
the parents of four children, namely, Margaret, 
Jennie, James and Mary A. Mrs. Hughes was born 
in Freeport, in 1852, and is the danghter of James 
and Margaret Ryan. James Ryan died about four- 
teen years ago. 

Our subject, socially, belongs to the I. O. O. F., 
Stephenson Lodge No. 61, also the National Union 
of Machinists. He is a skillful and practical work- 
man, and takes pride in excelling in the various 
branches of his chosen calling. 
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ARVEY LOOMIS, deceased, who became a 
resident of Stephenson County in 1840, 
conducted the first school taught at Wad- 

)) dam’s Grove, and afterward became famil- 
iarly known among the people of this section as a 
citizen worthy-of their esteem and confidence. He 
was a New Englander by birth and first opened his 
eyes to the light in Litchfield, Conn., April 29, 
1816. When but a child his parents emigrated to 
Ohio, settling among the early pioneers of Geauga 
County, where our subject grew to manhood, as- 
sisting in the labors of the farm and making the 
most of his oportunities for securing an education. 
After a year’s residence in this county he returned 
to Ohio and purchased a farm in Geauga County, 
which he occupied until 1852. He then sold out 
and, returning to this State, purchased land on 
section 27, in West Point Township, which he oc- 
cupied a number of years, then rented and re- 
moved to a tract on section 35, the location of 
which suited him much better. Here he erected a 
set of frame buildings and brought about all. the 
comforts and conveniences of a home, where he re- 
mained until his death, which occurred Noy. 18, 
1880. 

The subject of our sketch was married, July 6, 
1873, to Miss Antoinette Kelley, a native of 
Broome County, N. Y., and the daughter of 
Ephraim and Mary A. (Hayes) Kelley. Mr. Kelley 
came to this county in 1848, and located upon a 
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farm in West Point Township, where his death 
took place in 1873. _ The mother had died in 1845, 
in New York State. The four children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Loomis were named respectively, Warren E., 
Susie R., Clarence H. and Henry Charles. They 
are all at home with their mother. Mrs. Loomis is 
the possessor in her own right of 272 acres of land, 
thirty acres of which lie in Kent Township. She 
is alady of more than ordinary business capacity, 
and since the death of her husband is completing 
the education of her children and training them 
carefully for the duties and responsibilities of life. 


Pr DDE Si 


HILIP H. HOEBEL, of the firm of Hoebel 

& Moogk, druggists, is a native of Ste- 

“ phenson County, and born in the city of 
Freeport on the 6th of December, 1853. 

He is the son of John Hoebel, who was a native of 
Germany, and was born in 1825 (see sketch of 
John Hoebel.) Philip H. Hoebel lived and at- 
tended school in the city of Freeport during his 
boyhood; later he entered the German American 
Academy at Milwaukee, Wis., studied for eighteen 
months, and then returned to Freeport, entering the 
drug-store of F. Weise as apprentice, and served in 
that capacity for four years. Mr. Hoebel then 
went to Chicago, where he wasemployed as a.clerk 


‘in the establishment of J. W. Ehrman, a noted phar- 


macist, with whom he remained four years. From 
Chicago he went to Eau Claire, Wis., where he 
clerked in a drug-store for another four years, at 
the expiration of which time he returned to Free- 
port and began business on his own account. He 
formed a partnership with Mr. H. J. Moogk, and 
they embarked in the drug trade in January, 1880. 
The firm has continued without interruption from 
that time. Their place of business is Nos. 103 and 
104 Chicago street, at the crossing of Galena street. 
The firm carries a large and well-selected stock of 
drugs and fancy goods. Both partners are prac- 
tical druggists, and Mr. Hoebel is particularly com- 
petent. having had long service in establishments 
in other cities where competency and carefulness 
were the two qualities which secured permanent 
employment, and his extreme care and proficient 





knowledge of the business obviate any of those 
serious mistakes which sometimes occur in com- 
pounding prescriptions. 

Mr. Hoebel was married, in 1878, to Miss Bertha 
Woltersdorf, of Eau Claire, Wis., who is a native of 
Germany. ‘They have three children, named Ada, 
Fritz and Otto. Mr. Hoebel is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. He takes very little part in 
political matters, but conscientiously aims to cast 
his ballot for men who will administer the affairs 


-of the city and county honestly and economically. 
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ACOB HUTMACHER is another gentleman 

from Pennsylvania of Dutch extraction, who 

| has won his way to success amid many trials 

and discouragements. He lives on section 

27, Harlem Township, and is a farmer by occupa- 

tion. His parents were Adam and Mary. (Brong) 

Hutmacher, natives of Monroe County, Pa., where 

they were married. In 1856 they came to Stephen- 

son County, and settled in Erin Township, where 

they lived one ‘year before removing to Harlem 

Township. Here they died, the death of the father 

occurring Aug. 24, 1880, and that of the mother 

Aug. 8,1882. They had a family of twelve chil- 

dren, but only three sons lived to maturity. Their 
names are Joseph, Jacob and Charles. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Monroe 
County, Pa, Aug. 15» 1836. The vocations of 
farming and running a sawmill occupied his younger 
years. He lived in his native county until the 
spring of 1856, when he came to Stephenson 
Connty, where he has since been a resident. Farm- 
ing has mostly engaged his attention since then. 
He is the owner of a farm of eighty-seven acres of 
land. This he has improved, and erected good 
buildings thereon. 

Mr Hutmacher was married in Green County, 
Wis., Feb. 19, 1860, to Miss Nancy Kohl, daughter 
of George and Mary (Will) Kohl, both natives of 
Pennsylvania. The wife’s parents married and set- 
tled in Lycoming County, Pa., and in 1850 came 
to Stephenson County, settling in Harlem Town- 
ship where they have since made their home. 
About 1884 the wife’s father retired from the active 
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duties of farming, and went to live with his chil- 
dren. The mother died July 7, 1887. Mr. Kohl 
is the father of eleven children, of whom Mrs. Hut- 
macher was the fourth. She was born in Lycom- 
ing County, Pa., March 6, 1842. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Hutmacher have had eight 
children, of whom four are living. These are Ma- 
tilda, William, Frank and Hattie M. Matilda is 
the wife of Franklin Haney, and resides in Wad- 
dams Township. The deceased children all died in 
infancy save two. Mr. Hutmacher has held sev- 
eral offices in the township. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Reformed Church. In politics 
he is a Democrat. 


AHO OO 


OHN F. STRUNK, one of the substantial 
residents of West Point Township, was born 
at Spring Mills, Center Co., Pa., Aug. 29, 
1832. He is the son of John and Nancy 
(Henry) Strunk, and his family is of German ex- 
traction. The father of our subject was brought 
up to the miller’s trade, and operated a mill in 
Center County fora Mr. Duncan. It was in the 
early days when there were no railroads, and Mr. 
Duncan used to construct large boats, load them 
with barrels of flour, and take them down Penn’s 
Creek to the Susquehanna River, thence to Phila- 
delphia, where the flour was sold. After his chil- 
dren’were grown, he decided to change his busi- 
ness, and purchased a farm in Marion Townsbip, 
where he passed the remainder of his life engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. His death occurred in 
1884, in his seventy-sixth year. His wife, who 
was born in Union County, Pa., died in 1860. 
They had a family of fourteen children, of whom 
John F, was the fourth in order of birth, While 
a boy he attended the district school a part of the 
time, and also assisted his father on the farm. 
When our subject was twenty years of age, he ap- 
plied himself to learning the carpenter’s trade, and 
continued in that business until 1855. He then 
came to Stephenson County, where he worked at 
his trade until 1862, when he married and settled 
on a tract of land in Ridott Township, which was 
presented to him by his wife’s father. 





The land which Mr. Strunk’s father had pur- 
chased in Pennsylvania was secured from that 
State by Catherine Colman, and the patent for it 
is now in Mr. Strunk’s possession. It bears the 
signature of Benjamin Franklin, also the seal of 
the State, and in the center is a figure in relief, 
representing Liberty, with one foot on a lion 
crouched at her feet, and on it is inscribed this 
motto “ Both cannot survive.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Strunk lived on the farm in Ridott 
Township jsixteen years, and then removed to 
Freeport. He had managed the grange store there 
two years previous to the removal of his family 
from Ridott Township. Afterward he withdrew 
from the grange store, and went on the road as 
traveling salesman for an agricultural warehouse 
in Richmond, Ind. He traveled in Illinois three 
years, and in the meantime purchased a tract of 
improved land in Nebraska, also some town prop- 
erty, which he traded for a farm of 200 acres in 
West Point Township. He settled on this place 
in 1882, and lived there until 1884, when he sold 
out and bought his present place. It contains 143 
acres of valuable, well-improved land. He has a 
commodious brick residence, surrounded by a spa- 
cious lawn, embellished with fruit and shade trees. 

In July, 1861, John F. Strunk was united in 
marriage with Miss Mary Catherine Lamb. She is 
the daughter of Samuel Lamb, and was born in 
Clinton County, Pa. Her father was a native of 
Center County, that State, and came to Stephenson 
County in 1845, where he settled on a farm in 
Ridott Township, and still resides on the home- 
stead. Mr. and Mrs. Strunk have five children— 
Edgar, William, Laura, Nancy and Pearl. Mr. 
Strunk is a Republican in polities. 
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OHN REEDER, one of the wide-awake busi- 
ness men of Lena, in 1873 purchased a 
large elevator near the line of the L C. 
R. R., which he has operated since that 
time in connection with an extensive warehouse. 
He is one of the representative German citizens 
who have become a power in Northern Illinois, and 











have perhaps, to a greater extent than any other Y 
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nationality, assisted in developing the resources of 
the Prairie State. The early home of John Reeder 
was in the city of Frankfort-on-the-Main, Germany, 
where he was introduced to the responsibilities of 
life Aug. 15, 1837: His father, Louis Reeder, a 
resident at present of Cologne, was a native of the 
same city as his son, where for many years he was 
successfully engaged in merchandising, and from 

‘which he removed at the time of the Franco-Prus- 
sian War. He was very successful as a business 
man, and now at seventy-five years of age is enjoy- 
ing the sunset of life upon a competency. In 1883 
he came to this country, visited a year among his 
children, then returned to the Fatherland, where he 
expects to spend the remainder of his days. Mr. 
Reeder is essentially a self-made man, who under 
the training of his excellent parents imbibed those 
correct principles which have enabled him to suc- 
ceed in life. He received a good schoolingsin his 
native country and afterward learned the trade of 
a bricklayer, at which he worked a short time before 
coming to America. He was a youth of seventeen 
when he left his native land and landed in New 
York City in February, 1855. 
friends in York County, Pa., a few months, and 
then came with them to Freeport where he followed 
his trade, taking up his abode at Lena in the spring 
of 1856. Five months later he was married, and 
returning to Freeport followed his trade two years 
there successfully, and with his surplus cash pur- 
chased a piece of land two miles west of Lena, upon 
which he settled. He continued to work at his 
trade and improve his purchase as he had time and 
opportunity. 

After the breaking out of the Civil War Mr. 
Reeder became a member of the State Militia and 
afterward enlisted in Co. G, 15th Ill. Vol. Inf., 
serving until June, 1862, when he was discharged 
on account of disability and returned to his farm. 
This he sold a year later, being unable to work it, 
and purchased two lots on North Railroad street in 
Lena, where in 1865, he put up a good residence. 
This he occupied with his family until 1873, in the 
meantime being in the employ of Moses Weaver, a 
grain-dealer, and gaining a good insight into that 
branch of trade. Before the close of the year 
mentioned he embarked in business on his own ac- 


He visited with’ 





count, and has dealt successfully in grain since that 
time, extending his transactions each year. 

‘Mr. Reeder was married, Feb. 22, 1856, to Miss 
Elizabeth, daughter of Henry and Christina Lapp, 
who were natives of Germany and came to this 
country in 1835, locating in Summit County, near 
Cuyahoga Falls. There Mrs. Reeder was born in 
1839. The children of this marriage were named 
respectively, Christie, Helen, Alfred L., -Frank, 
John, Arthur, Bert, Irvin, Daisy and Sherman. 
The latter died- when one year old. The family 
residence is pleasantly located on North Railroad 
street, and its inmates are surrounded by all the 
comforts and many of the luxuries of life. 

Robert Reeder, the elder brother of our subject, 
came in 1850 to the United States, and afterward 
served as a Union soldier in Co. G, 15th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., being promoted Second Sergeant. After six 
months he was discharged on account of disability 
and died thirty days later. He was never mar- 


ried. 


B. BORDNER, of Dakota Township, is a 
G prominent general merchant and Assistant 

Postmaster at Afolkey in this township, and 
lives on section 15. Mr. Bordner comes of an old 
Pennsylvania family who had their settlement in 
the Keystone State, the progenitor of which came 
from Germany. Our subject is of the third genera- 
tion of the family, who figure in the history of this 
country. The great-grand and grandparents spent 
their lives in Pennsylvania, where they both died. 
It was in Cumberland County, that State, that 
George Bordner, the father of our subject, was born. 
He first saw the light of day in Center County, and 
was there reared, educated, and married to Miss 
Wilhelmina Kline, also a native of Pennsylvania, 
of German descent. After the birth of their first 
child, whom they christened David, the parents 
went to New York State, making settlement in Sen- 
eca County, and there the father began farming, at 
the same time engaging in the occupation of a 
cooper, which trace he had learned while young. 
There were nine children born in Seneca County, 
and of these our subject was the eighth child and 


fourth son of the family, which afterward came 
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West in the year 1851, and made settlement in Da- 
kota Township, locating on a farm of ninety acres, 
which the father had purchased before coming to 
this State. 

Of the eleven children included in the home cir- 
cle, three are now deceased, and the parents have 
both passed away, having been worthy and repre- 
sentative people. The father’s death occurred 
Feb. 19, 1881, in Dakota Township. He was a 
member in excellent standing of the Evangelical 
Association. The mother died April 16, 1880, at 
her home near Afolkey. She had continued a de- 
vout adherent of the faith that she possessed a half 
century before her death. Her marriage was cele- 
brated in 1827, when she was living in Cumberland 
County, Pa. She was a devoted mother, a loving 
wife, and a neighbor whose place cannot soon be 
filled. The father, George Bordner, politically, 
was a Democrat. ‘ 

Going back to the early life of Mr. Bordner, we 
find him like other boys, under similar circum- 
stances, seeking his education in the common 
schools, until he came West with his father, but 
later he attended the Northwestern College, of the 
Evangelical Association, then of Plainfield, Will 
County, and now of Naperville, Du Page Co., Ill. 
He lived at home and taught school in Dakota and 
Buckeye Townships, this county, and was married 
in Buckeye Township, Dec. 26, 1867, to Miss Sarah 
J. Kuntz, daughter of Owen and Sarah (Leibengutt) 
Kuntz, from Pennsylvania, and now residing on a 
farm in Buckeye Township. Mrs. Bordner was 
born in‘Allen Township, Lehigh Co., Pa., Sept. 11, 
1847. She came with her father to Illinois when a 
girl, and resided at home until her marriage. 

Since marriage Mr. Bordner has been teaching 
and farming. In 1884 he purchased property and 
started a first-class general store, and has since en- 


gaged in trade. He subsequently secured a part- - 


ner in the person of A. N. Hoffnagle, who is now 
the Postmaster of this place, and resides in Dakota 
Township. Mr. and Mrs. Bordner are members of 
the Evangelical Association, and Mr. Bordner for 
many years has been Superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. He believes in temperance principles, and 
votes the Prohibition ticket. His stock is large 
and well arranged, and the establishment excells in 





appointments the usual country store. The firm 
command a fine trade, and owe their success to 
their fair and courteous treatment of their cus- 


tomers. - 


ILLIAM A. RICE, one of the prominent 
\f farmers of West Point Township, residing 
on section 1, was born Nov. 14, 1847, in 
Taylor, Fulton Co., N. Y., and is the son of Joseph 
and Harriet (Coleman) Rice. Joseph Rice was 
twice married. His first wife, Harriet A. Coleman, 
was a native of Taylor, N. Y., where her death oc- 
curred in 1851. His second wife was Frances E. 
Prince, who was also a native of Taylor. Two 
children born of the first marriage are now living: 
William A., our subject, and Ira D., a resident of 
Jo Daviess County. Anette died at the age of 
twenty-two. The children of the second marriage 
are: Frank, a resident of West Point Township; 
Burdette, of Nebraska; Edwin, George, Edith and 
Minnie Myrtle. 

William Rice, Sr., the paternal grandfather of our 
subject, and after whom he was named, was a na- 
tive of Massachusetts, and married Miss Theodosia 
Thompson. He left his New England home and 
became one of the early settlers of Cortland 
County, N. Y., where he purchased a tract of tim- 
bered land. A log house stood in a little clearing, 


, but otherwise it was a dense forest. It proved, 


however, a profitable investment. The timber was 
in itself valuable, and after it was cleared, Mr. 
Rice brought it to a high state of cultivation. Here 
Mr. and Mrs. Wiliiam Rice passed the remainder 
of their lives. The former died at the age of 
eighty-two years. 

The family of William Rice consisted of six 
children, and Joseph was the fourth in order of 
birth. The school privileges were very limited at 
that early day, and he grew to manhood assisting 
his father in clearing the farm, but acquiring little 
education otherwise. At the age of eighteen he 
commenced his life as a wage-worker, hiring out 
both by the month and by the day. In the course 
of five years he married, and had acquired sufficient 
capital to purchase 100 acres of land in Taylor 
Township, N. Y., where he resided until the year 
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1863. He then sold out and came to Stephenson 
County, purchasing 350 acres of land in West 
Point Township. His estate was located on section 
1, where he resided a few years and then removed 
to’section 6, where he lived until 1881, when he 
again sold out and purchased the place where he 
now resides. 

William A. Rice was reared on the home farm, 
where he passed his boyhood attending school and 
assisting his father. He accompanied his parents 
from New York to Illinois in 1863, and continued 
with them until he reached the age of twenty-one. 
He then rented a farm by the year and commenced 
business for himself. In the meanwhile he made 
a purchase of 120 acres of land, which he began 
cultivating and improving, while renting at the 
same time. As opportunity offered he purchased 
more land at different times until he now has a 
fine farm of 412 acres located in Wes Point and 
Winslow Townships. 

Mr. Rice, Jan. 28, 1875, was married to Miss 
Rosetta Satterlee, daughter of Zenas and Leethe 
(Tumbleson) Satterlee, of West Point Township. 
Her father was a native of Southern Illinois. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rice have a family of four children 
—Kittie, Star, Fern and Pearl. Mr. Rice is one of 
the substantial men of the township. He possesses 
much executive ability and carries on an extensive 
farming business, which usually engrosses his at- 
tention to the exclusion of public affairs. While 
not actively interested in politics he always votes 
with the Republican party. 


Be SR 


Soe HARTMAN, one of the most 
K successful farmers in Lancaster Township, 
where he,in connection with his brothers 

Isaac and Henry, is extensively engaged in general 
stock-raising and farming, is the subject of this 
notice. His father, whose name was Henry, was 
born in Chester County, Pa.,and was brought up 
in what is now Snyder County, where he was mar- 
ried at first to Annie Staner, who died after the 
birth of two children. Mr, Henry Hartman, Sr., 
was the second time married, to Mary Freed, of Old 





Pennsylvania Dutch stock. After this marriage 
the couple resided in Snyder County where they en- 
gaged in farming, until the year 1864. 

During the latter year the parents, together with 
the family, came to Illinois, locating on section 20, 
Lancaster Township, where they secured 160 acres, 
and here he built his home, and after a long and 


useful life departed to the other shore in 
1870, at the advanced age of seventy-five 
years. Mr. Hartman was an active member of 


the Lutheran Church, and in politics was a faith- 
ful Republican. His aged widow still remains 
in the!land of the living, residing on the old home- 
stead with her sons, she having reached three- 
score years and ten. She is a member of the 
Lutheran Church, and is the mother of nine chil- 
dren, two of whom are dead. Theliving are in the 
order of their ages, are Samuel, married and living 
in Wright County, Iowa; he is a farmer and_his 
wife was Catherine Aurand. Caroline, wife of G. 
W. Snyder, a blacksmith of Freeport; Elizabeth, 
wife of J. H. Gaskins, who resides near Laporte, 
Iowa, where he follows the occupation of a shoe- 
maker; George P. resides on a farm in this town- 
ship, and is married to Amelia Berry Gott. The 
next in order is the subject of this sketch. 

Frederick Hartman was born in Snyder County, 
Pa., Jan. 27, 1845, and remained at home until he 
arrived at the age of seventeen, when together with 
the family he removed to Illinois, assisting his 
father in carving a farm out of the Western prairies, 
until he arrived at the age of maturity. Since the 
death of his father, he has still remained at home, 
where he owns an interest in the homestead. He 
was married to Miss Mary A. Allen, in Mt. Mor- 
ris, Ogle County. She is a native of Maryland, and 
came to Illinois with her father, who settled in 
Ogle County and there resided until the time of 
his death. Mr. and Mrs. Hartman are the parents 
of one child, Effie E. - 

The next member of the Hartman family is 
Isaac P., who is next younger to the subject of this 
sketch. He was also born in Snyder County, 
coming to Illinois with the family as has been 
stated, and he now lives with his brother on the 
old homestead and is a joint owner of the farm. 
Henry ‘TT. is the younger son, and was born in Penn- | 
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sylvania, July 3, 1849. He resided at home 
until after the death of his father, since which time 
he and his brother have operated the farm in part- 
nership. He was married in Harlem Township, 
first to Jennie Bennet, who died at the birth of 
the first child, the child surviving the mother and 
being named for her. Mr. Hartman married the 
second time in Black Hawk County, Lowa, his 
happy bride being Susan Anton, of a well-known 
family, noted for their good, neighborly habits and 
their successful and thrifty farming. 

The Hartman brothers and all the members of 
the family in general are Republican in politics, and 
attend the Second Presbyterian Church at Freeport. 
They have a beautiful home, the farm being em- 
bellished with fine, first-class buildings of brick, and 
there is no better illustration of the prosperity of 
the farmers of Lancaster Township than the sight 
of the pleasant home of the Hartman family. 


rt 1B ae 


OHN H. MILLER, of Oneco Township, was 

born in Lewisburg, Pa., Oct. 23, 1852, and 

is the son of Charles S. Miller, born in 1826, 

in York County, that State. Mr. Miller is 

a comparatively young man, and is a prosperous 

lumber-dealer, whose progenitors were people of 

renown. Our subject’s paternal grandfather was a 

native of York County, Pa., and his great-grand- 

father came from Germany and settled in the Key- 

stone State at an early day. The grandfather was 

a farmer by calling, and also worked at the cooper’s 

trade, spending the last years of his life in Clinton 

County, Pa. He had a family of twelve children, 
of whom ten are living. 

Our subject’s father was the eighth child of his 
parents, and lived with them until 1848. That 
year he was married, and rented his father’s farm 
in Clinton County, remaining on it two years. He 
then removed to Union County, and farmed in that 
section of Pennsylvania until 1858, when he took 
up his residence near Harrisburg, that State, re- 
maining there until 1862. He then went to the 
war as a substitute. Charles S. Miller was in the 
army ten months, participating in several skir- 
mishes, and then returned to his family, who were 
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at that time with his wife’s people. He engaged 
in farming in Union County, Pa., until the spring 
of 1866, when he came to this county, and a year 
later bought a farm in Waddams Township. He 
lived there two years. then sold out and moved to 
his present farm in Oneco Township. ‘The mother 
of our subject was of English descent on her 
father’s side, and on the maternal side of the house, 
German. Her grandparents were natives of Penn- 
sylvania. Mrs. Miller’s maiden name was Eliza- 
beth Dersham. She is the daughter of Samuel 
Dersham, and was born in Union County, Pa.. and 
is the fourth child in a family of eleven children. 

John H. Miller lived with his parents until. he 
was married, in 1877. His early days were spent 
in working on the farm and attending the district 
school. In 1871 he attended the Northwestern 
College at Naperville, Ill., and was an apt scholar. 
After marriage, he kept books, the same work he 
was doing the year before his marriage. In the 
fall of 1880 he engaged in the creamery business 
with a firm that’ was already established, and fol- 
lowed the same two years. He then farmed one 
year on property he had purchased. Leaving the 
farm he went back to book-keeping, and continued 
it until the spring of 1887, when he started a lum- 
ber-yard. He was married to Miss Lilah Bobb, 
daughter of David Bobb, in 1877. She was born 
Feb. 1, 1856. His son, who was named David 
Stanley, died June 25, 1886. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller belong to the Evangelical Church, and both 
sing in the choir of that church. Mr. M. is a Re- 
publican, politically, and has served as ‘Township 
Clerk, besides occupying other local offices. 


SS SS ES 


SORMAN BRACE. The paternal grand- 
QD father of our subject was a native of Con- 
necticut, of New England ancestry, and 

tilled the soil there, where he spent his entire life. 
His son David was the father of our subject and 
grew to manhood in Connecticut. When he had 
arrived at maturity, he married Miss Mima Steb- 
bins, also a native of Connecticut, and of the same 
ancestry as her husband. After the birth of six 
children in Connecticut, our subject being the 
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youngest, the parents went to New York State, and 
settled in Tioga County. This was when Norman 
was about two years old. The parents moved 
around considerably in New York State, living in 
Madison and Chenango Counties, and finally in the 
latter place the father came to his death by drown- 
ing in the Chenango River. He was a farmer by 
calling, was in the Revolutionary War and fought 
at the battle of Bunker Hill, and died in his prime 
when fifty-five years old. The mother lived to 
come west to Illinois, and died at her son’s home 
July 4,1870. She was then seventy-four years 
old, and the mother of twelve children. 

Norman Brace, our subject, was born in Connect- 
icut, June 31, 1814, and reared in New York 
State. He came to Illinois in 1835, and lived in 
Peoria for one year, then came to this county and 
secured a home in Ridott Township. He has since 
made this township his residence, and now has over 
100 acres in his homestead, besides twenty acres of 
timber. ~ 

Mr. Brace was married in Ridott Township to 
Mary Rippbarger, a native of Germany, but who 
came to the United States when a child with her 
parents. Her father died in this township; her 
mother is yet living aged seventy-two years. Mrs. 
Brace grew up in this county and lived at home 
until her marriage. She is the mother of eight 
children: Two, Emma and Frank, are deceased; 
Daniel and Orrin reside at home; Arthur is mar- 
ried; Flora Coon resides in Gage County, Neb., 
on a farm; Ellen and Henry are at home. 

Mr. Brace is not a partisan in politics, but usually 
casts his vote with the Republican party. 


county since 1840, has been actively en- 

gaged in agricultural pursuits here from the 
time of arriving at sufficient age to engage in man- 
ual labor. He is the son of Frederick and Caro- 
line Keeler, who were born in Germany, and who 
|| were there married and lived until emigrating to 
_| this country. The parents of our subject sailed for 
|| the United States in 1833, and upon their arrival 
located in Ohio. From the latter State they re- 


coms KEELER, a resident of this 
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moved to Indiana and there lived for about a year 
and a half. They then, in 1840, came to this 
county and settled in Silver Creek Township. 
There the father continued to reside, engaged the 
while in agricultural pursuits, until his death. His 
good wife died in Freeport in the fall of 1882. 
The product of their union was five sons and five 
daughters. 

Charles Keeler was the sixth, in order of birth, 
of his parents’ ten children. He was born in Ger- 
many Nov. 27, 1832, and was about three months 
old when brought to this country. Charles con- 
tinued to make the parental home his abiding-place 
until 1884, when he moved into Halem Township, 
and after a residence there of one year, located in 
Florence Township, where he now lives. He owns 
a fine farm of 160 acres in the latter township, and 
also one of 270 acres in Silver Creek Township. 
Both places are well improved and stocked. In 


- conducting them Mr. Keeler is meeting with that 


success which energetic effort, coupled with good 
judgment, is sure to bring. 

Charles Keeler and Miss Minnie Brookmier were 
united in the holy bonds of matrimony, Sept. 17, 
1854, in Silver Creek Township. She is a daugh- 
ter of Christopher and Elizabeth Brooknier, na- 
tives of Germany, in which country the mother 
died in 1841. The father came to this country in 
1848, and settled in Ogie County, this State, where 
he meta sad death in the fall of 1869. His house 
caught fire and he perished in the flames. Chris- 
topher and Elizabeth Brookmier became the par- 
ents of three sons and three daughters, Mrs. Keeler 
of this notice being the fifth in order of birth. She 
was born in Germany May 23, 1836, and was 
twelve years old when she accompanied her father 
to this country. 

Eleven children have been born of the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Keeler and their names are, Helen, 
Elizabeth M., Lorinda, Caroline C., Minnie L., 
Mary A., Ida O., Charles H., Evaline C., Matilda 
M. and Floretta. Helen is the wife of Calvin Arsh- 
erman, and they are residents of Ogle County, this 
State. Elizabeth is the wife of Fred Rusenburg, 
and they also live in Ogle County. Mr. Keeler 
has followed farming for a livelihood thus far in 
life. He has held some of the minor offices in his 
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township, and in politics, is a Democrat. Mrs. 
Keeler is a member of the Reformed Church, and 
both our subject and his wife are respected and 
honored citizens of their community. 


——, a RR 3 


ON. JACOB KROHN. ‘The eminently ad- 
mirable career of this well-known resident 
of Northern Illinois, has been closely identi- 
fied with the various interests of Freeport 

and vicinity, and must of necessity be briefly de- 
tailed in a work of this kind. We give its main 
points as follows: 

Mr. Krohn was born in Prussia, Feb. 22, 1832, 
where he spent his early years. In accordance 
with the laws and customs of his native country, 
he was placed in school at an early age, and received 
a good education in his native tongue. When 
fourteen years old he was apprenticed to a tobac- 
conist and served four years. He became an ex- 
pert at the trade, but was not satisfied with his con- 
dition or his prospects in his native land. Before 
reaching his majority he determined to seek his 
fortune in the New World. Accordingly, board- 
ing a sailing-vessel at the port of Hamburg, he bade 
adieu to his old friends and early associations, and 
after a voyage of four months landed in the city of 
New York in January, 1852. 7 

Young Krohn did not long remain in the metrop- 
olis, but proceeding to Saugerties, in Ulster Coun- 
ty, secured employment at his trade, and took up 
his residence there, where he remained until the 
spring of 1855. The wider fields of the West now 
appeared to him as a more desirable place for en- 
terprising young men. After visiting Freeport he 
resolved to make it his permanent abiding-place. 
Soon after coming here he established himself in 
the tobaceo business, and at once began building 
up a profitable trade, which finally assumed such 
proportions that he was enabled to command a snug 
fortune. 

Jacob Krohn’s natural energy of character, and 
the genuine. interest which he took in everything 
pertaining to the advancement of public good, com- 





mended him to the esteem and confidence of the 
people of Freeport, and it was not long until ‘his 





name became familiarly known as one of its most 
enterprising citizens. He was soon called upon to 
fill various offices. He was chosen Alderman from 
the Third Ward, which position he held four years. 
He was also a member of the County Board of 
Supervisors. At this time the magnificent county 
court-house was under process of construction, and 
Mr. Krohn was at once appointed a member of the 
building committee, and introduced measures which 
added greatly to the prestige of the board in their 
deliberations concerning the outlay of funds, and 
various other important questions connected there- 
with. This structure is the pride of Stephenson 
County, and an ornament to the city of Freeport. 
Mr. Krohn was twice elected Alderman from the 
Third Ward, and served two terms as Mayor of the 
city. He was a member of the Board of Education 
from 1878 to 1881, during which time the First 
Ward school-house was being built, and which is 
now known as the High School building. This 
structure is also a credit to its projectors. The 
educational element of Freeport has been one of 
its distinctive features, and no man has been more 
warmly interested in the wise maintainance of its 
schools than Mr. Krohn. 

Afterward the present High School building was 
put up, and Mr, Krohn was again appointed a mem- 
ber of the School Board, to assist in carrying for- 
ward another most important enterprise, and one 
closely connected with the interests of the people. 
This building, in point of size and architecture, is 
not excelled by any in the State, and is a credit to 


its people as well as the board having it in charge. © 
After the organization of the Sécond . National. 


Bank, Mr. Krohn became one of its leading stock- 


“holders, and in 1883 was elected its President, 


which position he has since held. 

Perhaps the distinguishing point in the character 
of our subject is the quality of benevolence which 
he possesses in a marked degree, and the reverence 
for whatever is in itself of good repute. His name 
has been especially prominent in the various bene- 
ficiary societies of the State, and his talents as a 
brother and leader have developed more than ordi- 
nary ability. His name has been prominently asso- 
ciated with Odd Fellowship in Illinois. After hav- 
ing been in this country but two years he was ad- 
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mitted asa member ‘of Confidence Lodge No. 51, 
at Saugerties, N. Y. Soon after his arrival in Free- 
port, he identified himself with Winneshiek Lodge 
No. 30. The need of a German lodge in Freeport 
soon becoming apparent, Brother Krohn was chiefly 
instrumental in the organization of Freeport Lodge 
No. 239, being one of its charter members. This was 
organized in 1857, its membership being entirely 
composed of Germans. Subsequently Mr. Krohn 
became identified with Western Star Encampment, 
No. 25, from which, however, he afterward with- 
drew, in order to assist in the organization of S. A. 
Douglas Encampment No. 100, of which he was also 
a charter member. 

From this we see that Brother Krohn has been a 
progressive Odd Fellow, and during his connection 
with the bodies above mentioned he officiated in 
every capacity where he could make himself useful, 
having at different times held about every office in 
both lodge and encampment. Recently he has 
become actively identified with the Rebecca De- 
gree, having been instrumental in organizing Busy 
Bee Lodge No. 138, of that degree, which is a most 
flourishing lodge, and one of the most prosperous 
and valuable adjuncts to the order in the city. 
After passihg through the several gradations in the 
Grand Encampment, Brother Krohn was in 1875 
elected Grand Patriarch of the Grand Encampment 
of Illinois, and the following year represented this 
body in the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the United 
States, which in 1877 met in the city of Baltimore. 
He was, however, obliged to decline this distinc- 
tion, as his duties as Mayor of the city at a time 
when the State Fair was being held in Freeport, 
seemed to him of too much importance to be rele- 
gated to other hands. He was extremely desirous 
that the strangers who would naturally visit the 
city at this time should leave it with a good opin- 
ion of its municipal government, and accordingly, 
much to the regret of the Odd Fellows of the State, 
remained at his post. Too much credit could not 
have been given Mr. Krohn at this time for the 
sacrifice of his feelings and inclinations, as the con- 
vocation of the Sovereign Lodge at that time was a 
memorable event in the order, and one at which 
every brother esteemed it a high privilege to be 
present. 





Mr. Krohn is equally prominent in Masonry. 
With this fraternity he also became connected 
while in Saugerties, becoming identified with Ulster 
Lodge No. 93, Feb. 7, 1855. In 1856, after com- 
ings to Freeport, he joined Excelsior Lodge No. 
97. He is also a member of Freeport Chapter No. 
23, R. A. M., and of Freeport Council and Free- 
port Consistory, and has held all the minor offices, 
besides that of Presiding Officer, in Lodge, Chap- 
ter and Council. He has been Treasurer of the 
Consistory for the past seven years, and Deputy 
Grand Master for the Fifth Masonic District for a 
long period. He is also Past Grand Royal Arch 
Captain of the Chapter, and now Principal So- 
journer. His connection with the relief funds of 
the several orders, especially the life insurance 
feature, has been of long standing and particularly 
active, and has resulted in much good to individual 
members. For many years Mr. Krohn has been a 
Director and member of the Finance Committee, 
and President of the Illinois Masonic Benevolent 
Society of Princeton, and now holds a similar posi- 
tion in the Covenant Mutual Benevolent Associa- 
tion, in the working of which he has taken a leading 
part. The large and increasing permanent reserve 
funds held by these societies, and adding so much 
to the welfare of the members, have had no stronger 
champion than Mr. Krohn. He has also recently 
been elected a Trustee and Vice President of the 
Illinois Masonic Orphans’ Home, an institution 
just being started by the Masons of the State, and 
which bids fair to be one of the shining ornaments 


‘of the fraternity. 


Mr. Krohn was married, March 22, 1857, to Miss 
Dora Fleischman, a native of Germany. They 
have eight children, seven girls and one boy—Ber- 
tha, Moses, Lena, Maime, Emma, Rosa, Carrie and 
Edna. Of these Bertha is the wife of Henry J. 
Streng, of Richmond, Ky.; Moses lives in Milwau-. 
kee, Wis.; Maime is the wife of Leon Hiller, and 
lives in Waverley, Iowa; Emma is at La Porte, 
Ind., taking a Normal course; the others are at 
home. Mr. Krohn is in the prime of life, being 
fifty-five years of age. His dark hair is scarcely 
touched with gray. ‘The cares and worry of life 
have affected him lightly. He is active and ener- 
getic, and always first in any enterprise calculated 
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to enhance the growth of the city or any of the 
institutions with which he is connected, and bids 
fair to long continue a useful career. 

The portrait of Hon. Jacob Krohn will be highly 
appreciated by all acquainted with his honorable 
and successful career. It is with pleasure we give 


- it place in the Atsum of Stephenson County. 


~W eRLDORE ERE DIDI 


{ ETER SEISE, of the firm of Crotzer & 

) Seise, is, with his partner, carrying ona 

@ flourishing hardware trade in Lena, where 

| he has been a life-long resident, and where 

his birth took place Jan. 9, 1856. His father, Peter 

Seise, Sr., was a native of Bavaria, born June 10, 

1827, and was the son of Frederick and Mary Seise, 

who are mentioned in the sketch of John Seise, 
found elsewhere in this ALBum. 

Peter Seise, Sr., was reared and educated in his 
native country, pursuing his studies from the time 
he was a young boy until he was fourteen years of 
age. He then learned stone-cutting, which he fol- 
lowed until 1852, then seeing little prospect of ad- 
vancement in his own country, he determined to 
cross the ocean and seek his fortune in the New 
World. After landing upon American shores, he 
came directly westward to this county, locating in 
Lena at a time when Rockford was the western 
terminus of the Illinois Central Railroad. . The 
balance of the journey was made by stage. Mr. 
Seise followed his trade during the summer seasons, 
and in the winter chopped wood at thirty-seven 
cents per cord, and boarded himself. He was re- 
markable for his persistence and industry, and made 
a comfortable living for his family, pursuing his 
trade most of the time, and remaining a resident of 
Lena until his death, which took place June 27, 
1872. He had in the meantime accumulated prop- 
erty, including a good residence on Lena street, 
which his wife and daughter still occupy. 

The mother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Catherine Rockenmyer, also a native of Bavaria, 
and by her marriage with Peter Seise, Sr., became 
the mother of seven children. The eldest daugh- 
ter, Lena, is the wife of E. P. Brown, of Lena; 





Katie died in Freeport, in 1853, when two years of 
age; Peter, of our sketch, was the third child; Au- 
gust died Aug. 19, 1886, when twenty-eight years 
of age; Henry isa resident of Warren County, this 
State; Adolph lives in Lena and Louisa is at home 
with her mother. The two elder children were born 
in Bavaria, and the remainder in Lena, 

Peter Seise, our subject, was the eldest son of 
his parents, and spent the most of his time in school 
until fifteen years of age. He then commenced to 
learn the tinner’s trade, at which he served five 


years, then engaged as clerk in the hardware store 


of Z. Stover, at Lena, with whom he remained 
three years. Afterward he clerked for Crotzer 
Bros. three years, and in 1881 purchased a half 
interest in the business, which is now conducted 
under the firm name of Crotzer & Seise. Mr. S. 
possesses all the reliable and substantial character- 
istics of his German nationality, and as a business 
man and citizen is held in great regard by his 
patrons and friends. He has lived wisely and 
economically, and is in a fair way to realize a hand- 
some competency. 

The marriage of our subject with Miss Nellie 
Hall was celebrated at the home of the bride in 
Lena, April 15, 1880. Mrs. S. was also born in 
Lena, and is the daughter of W. W. and Sarah 
Hall, who came to Stephenson County from New 
York in the pioneer days. Mr. Seise, since becom- 
ing a voter, has been a stanch upholder of Demo- 
cratic principles, and with his estimable wife is a 
member in good standing of the Baptist Church. 
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WEBER ADDAMS, of Cedarville, is the 
only living son of the late Hon. John H. Ad- 
| dams, who was well known throughout North- 
ern Illinois. He was born at the home of his 
father, inthis village, Feb. 19, 1852, and received 
his early education in the public schools. Later he 
entered Beloit College, Wisconsin, where he took a 
preparatory course, and in 1869 commenced the 
higher classics in the Michigan University, at Ann 
Arbor. He was, however, compelled to abandon 
this cherished scheme on account of failing health, 
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and reluctantly returning home, occupied himself 
twelve years in agricultural pursuits. 

Mr. Addams, in 1881, purchased the Cedarville 
flouring- mill, and carried on its operations as it stood 
until 1883. He then refitted its machinery, and 
supplied the mill with all the modern improved ap- 
pliances, so that it became in all respects, first-class, 
and receives the patronage of the people of the 
country around. The superiority of these milling 
facilities, combined with the genial character and 
straightforward business methods of the owner, 
have been the means of securing to the latter an- 
ually a handsome income, and socially, as well as 
financially, he is classed among the representative 
men and valued citizens of Buckeye Township. As 
may be noted, he is yet on the sunny side of forty, 
and has not yet reached the meridian of his use- 
fulness. 

Mr. Addams, on the 16th of March, 1876, was 
united in marriage with Miss Laura Shoemaker, at 
the home of the bride in the city of Lena. Mrs. 
A. was born in Mifflin County, Pa., Oct. 11, 1856, 
and is the daughter of John and Henrietta Shoe- 
maker, natives of Pennsylvania. Of this congenial 
union there is one child only, Sarah W., born Feb. 
26,1877. Their home is pleasantly located, and in 
all respects indicates the cultivated taste of the 
proprietor. The residence, which was built in 1882, 
isa handsome and commodious structure of modern 
style of architecture, and beautifully located on a 
rise of ground ‘adjacent to the bank of Cedar 
Creek, and with its surroundings, is the object of 
admiration by all who pass by it. Oursubject and 
his estimable lady are members in good standing of 
the Presbyterian Church, and Mr, Addams, politi- 
cally, is a strong Republican. He has represented 
Buckeye Township on the County Board of Super- 
visors, and takes a lively interest in the various en- 
terprises set on foot for the progress and welfare of 
his township. Socially, he belongs to Evergreen 
Lodge No. 170, A. F. & A. M., Freeport Chapter 
No. 23, R. A. M., and Freeport Consistory. 

Hon. John H. Addams, the father of our subject, 
was one of the most widely known and popular men 
of Buckeye Township. He came to Northern Illi- 
nois in the pioneer days, and was one of the most 
enterprising of those who set about the develop- 





ment of its resources. A more extended sketch of 
him will be found on another page inthis work. 
John Shoemaker, the father of Mrs. Addams, was 
a native of Lancaster County, Pa., and the son of 
a farmer of modest means, who, in addition to the 
cultivation of his land, also carried on blacksmith- 
ing. Her mother, whose maiden name was Henri- 
etta Bupp, was born in Mifflin County, Pa., and 
came to Illinois with her husband, in 1857. They 
took up their residence near Lena, where they spent 
the remainder of their lives, the father passing to 
his long home Jan. 12, 1869, and the mother, April 
12,1881. The parental household included six chil- 
dren, of whom Laura, Mrs. Addams, was the eldest; 
Charles, Frank.and Edward are residents of Mont- 
gomery County, Iowa; William is engaged in busi- 
ness at Lena; Sarah, the youngest, died in infancy. 


prt O feet 


all ARON KOSTENBADER is an industrious 
[| farmer in comfortable circumstances, liv- 

ing on section 17, Harlem Township. The 
@ Kostenbader ancestry will be found of 
Teutonic extraction, latterly of Pennsylvania. The 
parents of Aaron were Henry and Rosamond (Sae- 
bard) Kostenbader, natives of Pennsylvania, of 
German ancestry. They married and first settled 
in Columbia County, Pa., afterward removing to 
Union County. of that tate, which has furnished so 
many emigrants to Stephenson County. The old 
people died in Union County, having had fourteen 
children, three girls and eleven boys. 

Aaron Kostenbader was the fourth child of his 
parents. He was born in Columbia County, Pa., 
Feb. 22, 1817, and was reared on a farm until twen- 
ty-two years old, when he began to work at the 
carpenter’s trade. He followed carpentering about | 
fourteen years. In 1840 he left Pennsylvania and 
went to Ohio, remaining there until 1845. In the 
fall of that year, he came to Stephenson County. 
He worked a few months at cabinet-making in 
Freeport, four months at $10 a month, working 
early and late, and then labored at his trade, wher- 
ever he could find employment. In the fall of 
1846 he returned to Pennsylvania, and remained 
there until the spring of 1847, when he came back 
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to Stephenson County. He has lived here since, 
and followed: his trade until, the occupation of 
a farmer proving more pleasant, he settled on his 
farm in Harlem Township in the fall of 1852. He 
has lived the life of a farmer, and has also worked 
at his trade during a small portion of the time in- 
tervening since then. He is the owner of 160 acres 
of land, over thirty of which is in timber, and has 
erected good farm buildings. , 

Mr. Kostenbader was married in Lancaster Town- 
ship, Stephenson County, Sept. 18, 1848, to Mar- 
garet Newcomer, a native of Columbia County, 
Pa., she having been born there Sept. 21, 1827. 
She bore him eight children as follows: Samuel, 
Susanna, Lizzie, Henry, Jacob, Reuben, Daniel and 
Solomon. Samuel married Mary A. Crow, and re- 
sides in Harlem Township; Susanna died in the fall 
of 1885; Lizzie resides at home; Henry married 
Miss Emma Bennett, and settled in Harlem Town- 
ship; Jacob is at home; Reuben died when about 
two years old; Daniel married Mary E. Bennett, 
and resides in Buckeye Township; Solomon lives 
at home. 

Mrs. Kostenbader died in Harlem Township in 
May, 1865. Mr. Kostenbader has held some of the 
minor offices in the township. He has been School 
Director for several years, and is a member of the 
Reformed Church. In politics he is a Republican. 
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i EVI BOLENDER. Rock Grove Township 
le and much of the territory contiguous owes 

= its settlement and development mainly to 
men who emigrated from Pennsylvania for the pur- 
pose of establishing a permanent home on prairie 
soil. Some were young and unmarried, and some, 
after gaining a precarious living among the mount- 
ains of the Keystone State, cut loose from early 
ties, old associations, and came with their families 
to a new and untried territory. There were just 
such men needed in this section at that time, and 
it is doubtful whether it would have become so 
eminently prosperous without them. 

Among the class above mentioned was John Bo- 
lender, the father of our subject, who in the spring 
of 1840 set out from his native State for Northern 





Illinois. He was accompanied by his wife and fam- 
ily. Their outfit consisted of five horses, two 
wagons and one buggy, by which means they trans- 
ported their household goods and provisions, and 
as there were no hotels along the route, camped and 
cooked by the wayside and slept in their wagons. at 
night. The elder Bolender, who had considerable 
means, purchased 400 acres of land, mostly prai- 
rie and partially improved. Their goods had been 
shipped by water, and when these arrived the fam- 
ily took possession of the substitute for a dwelling 
which had already been erected on the land. The 
same year he erected the present commodious resi- 
dence which is occupied by his son Levi. Mr. John 
Bolender managed his own farm until 1859, then 
rented the land to Levi and retired from active 
labor, remaining at the old homestead until his 
death, which occurred about 1868. He was then 
seventy-two years of age. The faithful wife and 
mother had passed to her long home two years 
before. The father of our subject was a man of 
much force of character and held various local of- 
fices. Both parents belonged to the German Re- 
formed Church. ; 

John Bolender- was born in Union County, Pa., 
Feb. 26,1796. He was the son of Henry Bolender, 
whose father was a native of Germany, but emi- 
grated to America and located in Pennsylvania at 
a period in the early history of that State. Henry 
Bolender married and reared a family of seven sons 
and three daughters, and spent his entire life in 
Pennsylvania, engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
The father of our subject remained with his par- 
ents until his marriage. For a number of years 
thereafter he remained upon and rented a part of 
the old homestead. Afterward he removed to 
Buffalo Valley, Union County, where he resided for 
a period of eight years, while he completed his 
preparations for a removal to the West. He had 
married, in early manhood, Catherine Stees, a na- 
tive of Union County, Pa., born in 1800, and 
daughter of Frederick Stees. The parental house- 
hold of John Bolender included fourteen children, 
of whom Levi, of our sketch, was the fourth in 
order of birth. Of these nine still survive. Levi 
remained under the parental roof until his marriage 
in 1852, receiving a fair education in the public Y 
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schools and gaining a good insight into the methods 
required in order to succeed as a farmer. After he 
had assumed the responsibilities as the head of a fam- 
ily he commenced working the farm on shares. Two 
years after the death of his father the property was 
sold, and our subject purchased 154 acres of the 
farm. This has continued his home since that time, 
and he has kept pace with the progress of the age 
in adding modern improvements and keeping up the 
‘reputation of the estate as one of the most valua- 
ble in the township. 

The marriage of Levi Bolender and Miss Sarah 
Haas took place at the home of the bride in Oneco 
Township, Oct. 19, 1852. Mrs. B. was born in 
Snyder County, Pa., April 27, 1834, and became 
the wife of our subject when just past eighteen 
years of age. Her father, David Haas, was a native 
of Union County, Pa., where he carried on farming 
and shoemaking, and from which he removed to 
this State in 1850. ‘The paternal grandfather of 
Mrs. B. was a coverlet-weaver by trade and was of 
German parentage. He served in the War of 1812, 

“and died in Pennsylvania at the ripe old age of 
eighty-four years. . The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bolender resulted in the birth of thirteen children, 
who were named respectively, Henry H.; Emma C., 
now the wife of John D. Lass; David C., Allen; 
Amanda J., now Mrs. G. Thorn; Edward J., Ida 
May, John, J. H.; William, who died in 1859; 
Clayton S. in 1880, and two died unnamed. The 
eldest living is over forty, and the youngest son a 
lad of fifteen years. Mr. Bolender is a man highly 
respected among his neighbors, and with his wife 
belongs to the Lutheran Reformed Church. His 
father early in life was identified with the old Whig 
party, but later subscribed to the principles of the 
Republicans, to which his son Levi, and his grand- 
children, the sons of Levi, also closely adhere. 
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ARVEY P. WATERS, who is widely known 
throughout Ridott Township as an intelli- 
gent farmer and stock-raiser of more than 

)) ordinary business capacity, is one of the | 
finest representatives of his substantial English an- | 
cestry, who distinguished themselves in the Colon- | 





ial days by active sympathy with the American 
people in their desperate struggle for liberty. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject, Biglow Waters, 
held the commission of Major in the Colonial 
army. After the conflict had ended, he settled 
down quietly on a farm in Connecticut, where he 
lived for several years. Subsequently he removed 
to Chenango County, N. Y., where he built up a 
good farm from the uncultivated soil and continued 
to reside until his death. He died at seventy-eight 
years of age. The wife of his youth was in her 
girlhood Miss Hester Gardiner, who was born and 
reared in New England, being a member of the old 
family which owned the Island of that name. She 
survived her husband a number of years, and died 
at an advanced age on the old homestead in Che- 
nango County, N. Y. The eldest son of their family, 
which included three sons and four daughters, was 
named Gardiner, and became the father of our sub- 
ject. His birth occurred after the removal of his 
parents to Chenango County, where he was reared, 
educated, and became familiar with the various 
duties on the farm. He was also married in that 
State to Miss Clarissa C. Pardey, who was born in 
New York State of Scotch parentage. This union 
resulted in the birth of a family of four sons and 
one daughter. All of the sons, with the exception 
of Harvey, of our sketch, are now deceased. ‘The 
daughter, Mrs. Harriet Anibal, resides on a farm 
near Hampton, Iowa. The brothers of our subject 
were Dennison, John and Edwin. Dennison died 
unmarried. He went to the war and was never 
heard from afterward. 

In the fall of 1833, the family all came West to 
this State, stopping fora time in Chicago, but sub- 
sequently the father took up a claim sixteen miles 
southwest on the Dixon Road. The land had not 
then been subdivided, but as soon as it came into 
market the father of our subject secured his title 
from the Government and there built up a good 
homestead. The mother passed to her long home 
in 1843, in’ middle life. Mr. Waters afterward 
married Miss Alvira Gravis and removed to Wash- 
ington Township, Winneshiek Co., Iowa, where he 
purchased land and remained upon it seven years, 
He then returned to this county and located near 
the home of his son, our subject, where his death 
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took place in 1864, at the age of seventy-seven 
years. His last wife survived him some years but 
is now cleceased. 

Harvey Waters was born Oct. 30, 1815, in Che- 
nango County, N. Y., and remained under the par- 
ental roof until twenty years of age, when he set 
out to do for himself. His first movement was to 
migrate westward, and he arrived in this county in 
January, 1836, where he employed himself until 
the following year at whatever his hands could find 
to do. He then made a claim of sixty-six acres in 
Ridott Township, which was afterward included in 
the fine homestead which he built up after years of 
active toil, and forms one of the most attractive 
spots in the landscape of Northern Illinois. He 
subsequently purchased additional land, and is now 
the owner of 300 acres with valuable improvements 
and fertile soil; this has been largely devoted to 
the raising of grain and stock. The latter included 
Morgan horses and thoroughbred cattle, besides a 
good quality of swine. Mr. Waters, in 1886, re- 
tired from the active labors of the farm which he 
has left in the hands of tenants, and is now living 
comfortably and quietly in a handsome home in 
the village. He is amply entitled to the comforts 
which now surround him, as he has labored worthily 
and well, and been one of the most important fac- 
tors in the agricultural interests of this section. 

After he had laid the foundations of a permanent 
home Mr. Waters, feeling the need of a companion 
and helpmeet, to share his fortunes, was united in 
marriage with Miss Mary Lloyd, the wedding tak- 
ing place at the home of the bride in Ridott Town- 
ship, July 22,1842. Mrs. Waters is the daughter 
of John Lloyd, a native of Pennsylvania of Welsh 
ancestry. Her father was born in Pennsylvania, 
and in early manhood became a resident of Upper 
Canada, where he met and married Miss Lydia 
James, who was born in Pennsylvania, and after- 
ward became a resident of the Dominion. The 
young people after their marriage ‘remained in 
Canada, where they became the parents of three 
sons and five daughters, of whom the wife of our 
subject was the youngest but one. Mrs. Waters 
was born March. 11, 1826, and was thirteen years 
old when her parents and a part of their family 
came to Illinois. They located in Winnebago 





County, where the mother died in middle life, near 
Pecatonica, in 1844. The father afterward removed 
to Iowa, where his death took place in 1881, he 
having arrived at the advanced age of ninety-eight 
years. 

Mrs. Waters was educated in the common 
schools, completing her studies at Mt. Morris, and re- 
mained with her parents until her marriage. Of 
the eight children born of her union with our sub- 
ject, two are now deceased, namely, Gardiner and 
Cornelia. Clara C., the widow of J. M. McCracken, 
isa resident of Ridott; Lyda married Frederick 
Stockberger, a carriage-maker of Pecatonica; Fred- 
erick is single and lives in Missouri; Carrie and 
Emma are at home with their parents. Mr. Waters 
votes the straight Republican ticket, and with his 
estimable lady, is a valued member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. 
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HARLES NIEMAN, of the firm of Charles 

E. Meyer & Co., manufacturers of cider, 

cider and wine vinegars, and wholesale 
dealers in syrups and New Orleans molasses, of 
Freeport, is one of the reliable business men of 
that city. This business was established by Mr. 
Meyer in 1858, and*was known as the Freeport 
Vinegar Works. The beginning was in a small 
way, but as the demand for the product grew the 
establishment was enlarged. Mr. Meyer continued 
to conduct the establishment alone until 1880, 
when Mr. Nieman was taken in as a partner. The 
name of the Freeport Vinegar Works was then dis- 
carded and the firm name of Charles E. Meyer & 
Co. adopted. The works are located in the south- 
eastern part of the city, and occupy a square of 
ground with a frontage of 120 feet on each side. 
The buildings are of brick, and steam power is 
used exclusively. The capacity of the establish- 
ment is fifty barrels per day. They find a ready 
market for all the products of the establishment. 
Their market extends over Illinois, Iowa, Ne- 
braska, Kansas, Dakota, Southern Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. ‘Their works being located near the 
tracks of the Illinois Central and Chicago & North- 
western Railroads, they are thus afforded the best 
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and most convenient shipping facilities. 
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Freeport 
manufacturers are fortunate in this, as this city is 
one of the best distributing points in Northern Ili- 
nois or Southern Wisconsin. Both members of the 
firm are excellent business men, and have a prac- 
tical knowledge of the business in which they are 
engaged. Their establishment is run during the 
entire year, no season conflicting with the pro- 
duction of their goods. They give constant em- 
ployment to fourteen men. 

Mr. Nieman is a native of Germany, and was 
born in that country in 1847. He emigrated to 
America when he was twelve years of age. On ar- 
riving in this country he made New York his home. 
He came to Freeport in 1875, and was for a time 
connected with the Freeport Syrup Refinery, re- 
maining with this firm until it closed its works, 
when he became interested in his present business. 

Mr. Nieman was married in the city of New 
York to Miss Margaret C. Adler, who at the time 
was Principal of the grammar school in District 
No. 42 of that city. She is a woman of good edu- 
cation and high culture. They have had four 
children. Mr. Nieman holds the office of District 
Deputy Grand Chancellor of the Knights of Pyth- 
ias, in the affairs of which order he takes great in- 
terest. In 1885 he was elected Alderman for the 
Third Ward, which office he holds at the time this 
sketch is written. 
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ACOB F,. LANGENSTEIN, of Buckeye 
Township, who established himself on sec- 
tion 4 in 1853, is numbered among its most 
thrifty farmers. He is a native of Wurtem- 

berg, Germany, and was born Dec. 16, 1825, on 
the farm of his father, where he lived until 1833. 
He is the son of Jacob and Anna M. Langenstein, 
who were also natives of the same section of coun- 
try as their son and who, at the date above men- 
tioned, with their four children, determined to seek 
their fortunes on another continent. Embarking 
on a sailing-vessel, they landed in New York City 
after a tedious voyage of sixty days, and proceeded 
thence directly to Lycoming County, Pa. The 
father of our subject was better provided for than 
many of the emigrants of those days, and brought 





with him sufficient means to purchase 400 acres of 
land, which with the exception of forty acres, was 
covered with timber. He cleared a large portion 
of this and occupied it until 1853, then decided 
upon pushing further westward. His mind was 
fixed upon Northern Illinois and, coming into this 
county, he purchased 240 acres of land in Buckeye 
Township, and proceeded again, as he had done in 
Pennsylvania, clearing the timber and building up 
a comfortable homestead. Here he lived and la- 
bored until eighty-five years of age, retaining his 
native energy to a remarkable degree, and folded 
his hands for his final rest on the 22d of June, 1885. 
The wife and mother had preceded her husband to 
the silent land on the 22d of June, 1878, her death 
occurring on the same day of the month as his. 
Their eight children, consisting of six sons and two 
daughters, all lived to mature years and became 
reputable and worthy citizens. 

The subject of this sketch was the second child 
of his parents, and was twelve years of age when 
they emigrated to America. He remembers well 
the old home in Wurtemberg, the incidents of 
preparation to leave it, and the long voyage across 
the Atlantic. He assisted in the improvement of. 
his father’s two farms in Pennsylvania and Illinois, 
and remained under the parental roof until his 
marriage. After this event he located on the land 
which ‘he now occupies. This he has brought toa 
fine state of cultivation, erected all necessary build- 
ings, and has accumulated a nice little property 
upon which to fall back in his old age. 

The marriage of Jacob F. Langenstein and Miss 
Sarah Yoorg took place at the home of the bride, 
in Illinois, inthe spring of 1858. Mrs. L. was 
born in the city of Philadelphia, Pa., April 24, 
1836, and is the daughter of Frederick and Catha- 
rine Yoorg, natives of Germany, who emigrated to 
America in 1831, and spent their first few years in 
this country in Philadelphia. Thence they re- 
moved to Freeport, this county, and subsequently 
Mr. Yoorg purchased a farm near Cedarville, which 
he occupied until 1863. He then retired from act- 
ive labor and, returning to Freeport, died there in 
the spring of 1880. The mother continues a resi- 
dent of that city. Mr. and Mrs. Langenstein be- 
came the parents of six children, namely, Mary 
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A., Catherine E., J. John, Ida'S., Ellen C. and Ed- 
ward. They are numbered among the substantial 
residents of their township and belong to the Evan- 
gelical Church. 


ITARLES M. SAXBY is a general farmer and 
stock-dealer of Harlem Township. While 
he resides in that township he has large 
agricultural and stock interests in other sections of 


the country. He settled in Stephenson County in . 


1861, coming from Floyd County, Iowa. His par- 
ents were William K. and Nancy (Gile) Saxby. 
His father was a native of New Hampshire-and the 
mother of New York State. They came West and 
settled in Boone County, whence they afterward 
moved to Beloit, Wis. In 1860 they moved to 
Freeport, and resided in that city until Mr. Saxby’s 
death, which occurred in October, 1886; the mother 
still survives. They had seven children, four boys 
and three girls, all of whom are living and married. 

Charles M. was the second child in order of 
birth of the family of seven. He was born in Boone 
County, Ill, on the 19th of November, 1843. At 
an early age he went to live with his grandparents, 
in Boone County, and resided with them most of 
the time until he arrived at the age of fifteen, when 
he concluded to commence the struggle of life for 
himself. He crossed over into Iowa during the 
year 1860, and engaged in farm work there for 
about one and one-half years, when he came to 
Freeport, and was employed in the livery business 
for several months, His judgment and knowledge 
of horses attracted the attention of Miller, Hodges 
& Co., who employed him as their purchasing 
agent, and he remained with them for about one 
year. He then began trading and dealing in horses 
on his own account, and in November, 1864, in 
company with August Bergaman, bought out the 
livery business of I. H. Miller, which they carried 
on jointly for six months, when Mr. Saxby sold his 
interest and went to Monroe, Wis., and engaged in 
the livery business there from July, 1865, to 1871, 
and in February, 1872, he came to Freeport. Dur- 
ing these years he found it profitable to cross the 
plains to Colorado and Wyoming, and in the year 





1871 made three trips. On these trips he purchased 
various kinds of stock, which he shipped to the far 
West. . 

In 1878 Mr. Saxby began shipping stock to 
Florida, and has been engaged in that business up to 
the present time, making one or more trips during 
the winter months. He has been quite largely inter- 
ested at different times in stock on the ranges in 
the West. He owns 100 acres of land in the vicin- 
ity of Freeport, and has also owned various tracts 
of land in the West. He, in company with 8S. Von 
Alstine, owns a herd of imported cattle in Pocahon- 
tas County, Iowa. He is largely interested in 
breeding horses and owns several stallions, some of 
which are in Freeport. The firm name of Saxby 
& Zimmerman is widely known throughout this 


- section of country. 


On the 30th of May, 1865, at the residence of 
James Benson, in Cedarville, Ill., Mr. Saxby was 
married to Eliza Benson, who was born in Lebanon 
County, Pa., on the 27th of February, 1842. Her 
parents were James and Mattie (Kratzer) Benson, 
who were natives of Pennsylvania, and who came 
to Stephenson County in 1847, and resided at Ce- 
darville. Mr. and Mrs. Saxby have five children: 
Mattie, born Dec. 28, 1866; Clarence M., March 15, 
1870; Charles B., May 31, 1873, Alda G., April 25, 
1880; Aural G., Feb. 12, 1882. 

Mr. Saxby has been Supervisor for his township 
several terms. He joined the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows in 1865, and has always taken a 


- lively interest in that organization. In politics he is 


Democratic. 

As above mentioned, Mr. Saxby is largely en- 
gaged in raising fine horses, and we are pleased to 
present in this Atsum, and in connection with his 
homestead, portraits of some of these magnificent 
animals. 
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APT. PHILIP ARNO, who obtained his 
G title during a faithful service of four years 

in the army of his adopted country, is one - 
of the most valued German citizens of Freeport, 
and conducts a first-class saloon at. No. 54 Stephen- 
son street. His birth took place in a small town 
in the Province of Bavaria, Germany, July 30, 
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1837, and his parents were Conrad and Margaret 
(Wind) Arno. They emigrated to America when 
their son, Philip, was a lad eight years of age, and 
after landing in the city of New York proceeded to 
Rochester, where the father followed his trade as a 
cooper and where they resided six years. 

Our subject received two years’ schooling in his 
native town, but after coming to this country his 
services were required in his father’s shop and 
his education practically ended at the age of eight 
years. He kept his eyes open, however, to what 
was going on around him, and picked up consider- 
able knowledge through the books which came into 
his hands. He had good natural business capacities 
and made his way in life comparatively easy, 
although the first few years were rich in the exper- 
iences of industry and economy. He emigrated 
westward from New York in 1851, first taking up 
his abode in Milwaukee, Wis., and subsequently 
worked at his trade in Milwaukee ‘for three years. 
Being skillful and well informed he succeeded ad- 
mirably, and after a brief time spent in Chicago, 
finally settled down in Freeport, in January of 
1858. 

Philip Arno worked at coopering until the out- 
break of the Rebellion necessitated a call for vol- 
unteer soldiers, and was among the first to respond. 
He served in the Union army three years and four 
months, being a member of Co. C, 46th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., which belonged to the 6th and 17th Army 
Corps. He was present at many of the important 
battles of the war, including the siege at Ft. Donel- 
son, the battles at Shiloh, Corinth and Vicksburg, 
and for his bravery and efficiency was promoted 
from First Lieutenant to Captain, and was breveted 
Major. He commanded his company in the siege 
at Vicksburg, the battle at Jackson, Miss., and met 
the enemy in various other engagements and 
skirmishes. At Vicksburg he was captured and 
held a prisoner three days, then paroled and sent 
North. Upon being exchanged he returned to his 
regiment, which was stationed at Natchez, and 
again buckled on his sword, continuing with his 
comrades until 1864, when a sunstroke disabled 
him for further duty, and he was mustered out De- 
cember 21 of that year. 

After being transformed from a soldier toa 
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civilian, Capt. Arno returned to Freeport and en- 
gaged as ‘‘mine host” of the New York House, for 
the five years following, when he established his sa- 
loon, which occupies No. 54 Stephenson street. Here 
he keeps the finest of beverages and admits none 
but orderly and well conducted customers. He 
has deported himself worthily as a citizen, and in 
1868 was elected City Treasurer. Socially, he 
belongs to the I. O. O. F.; Evergreen Lodge, A. F. 
& A. M.; Germania, and G. A. R., and politically, 
isan uncompromising Democrat. 

During his parole in 1863, Capt. Arno returned 
to Freeport and was united in marriage with Miss 
Sarah A. Albright, a native of Pennsylvania, who 
became a resident of this county in her girlhood. 
They have three children, two daughters and one 
son, viz., Maggie A., Eddie C. and Emma L. 


6} 


4) AMUEL HOUSER is a citizen of Harlem 
Township. His parents were Joseph and 
Martha (Price) Houser, who were both 
born in Union County, Pa., and emigrated 

from Mifflin County, Pa., to Stephenson County, 
Ill., in 1850, and settled in Waddams Township, 
where they lived until 1870, when they moved to 
Lena, where, on the 22d of) February, 1887, Mr. 
Houser died. The mother survives, and still re- 
sides in Lena. Ten children were born to them, 
five boys and five girls. The subject of this sketch 
was the third child. He was born in Mifflin 
County, Pa., June 18, 1840, and came to Stephen- 
son County with his parents. He received such ed- 
ucation as could be obtained in the primitive 
schools of that day. He never attended college, 
but being of studious habits and a close observer, 
he obtained a practical knowledge that served him 
With the exception of time spent in the 
farming. 


well. 
army, he has always been engaged in 
When nineteen years of age he left home and en- 
gaged in work on a farm until 1861. On the 9th 
of August, 1862, deeming that the country needed 
his services, he, with thousands of other patriotic 
young men of Illinois, shouldered their muskets 
and marched to the front; he asa member of Co. 
G, 92d Ill, Vol. Inf. His term of enlistment was 
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for three years, which time he fully served, and 
was honorably discharged on the 7th of J uly, 1865. 
On account of his qualities as a soldier and the 
confidence reposed in him by his superiors, he was 
appointed Corporal in hiscompany. During the 
entire term of service he was never absent from 


his regiment a day unless on duty. When he was_ 


through with his army service, and marched home 
as one of the victors in that great struggle, he 
turned his sword into a plowshare, and resumed 
the habiliments of a private citizen. From the ex- 
citement attending the three years of army life, he 
resumed the quiet vocation of farmer, living on a 
rented farm in Harlem Township for two years, 
and in Waddams Township for two years. He 
then purchased sixty acres of land in Waddams 
Township, on which he lived until February, 1877, 
when he sold the farm and bought ninety-nine acres 
in Harlem Township. Mr. H. has added to this un- 
til he now owns 160 acres, every acre of which is 
valuable land. He has crected comfortable and 
commodious buildings, and is fast surrounding 
himself with all the conveniences coveted by the 
prosperous farmer. 

On the 25th of December, 1861, at Lena, IIL., 
Samuel Houser was married to Miss Caroline Gates, 
daughter of Justice and Polly (Fuller) Gates, who 
were natives of New York State. They came to 
Winnebago County, Lll., in 1837; about 1844-45 
they removed to Stephenson County and settled in 
Waddams Township. Mrs. H. died in Harlem 
Township on the 19th of June, 1882. Mr. H. died 
in Nebraska, while on a visit to his sons, on the 
21st of August, 1882. They had eight children 
who lived to grow up, six boys and two girls. 
Mrs. Houser was the eldest daughter and fourth 
child, and was born in Winnebago County, IIL, on 
the 7th of April, 1841. Mr. and Mrs. Houser 
have had two children, Lewis J. and Lois M.; the 
former died in Waddams ‘Township when four 
years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Houser are members 
in good standing of the Lutheran Church. 

Ever since the close of the war Mr. Houser has 
been a Republican, and has shown his fealty to that 
party on all occasions. He had two brothers in 
the Union army, Abram and Christopher F. They 
were both members of Co. G, 92d Ill. Vol. Inf. 





During an engagement at Nigger Jack Gap, Ga., 


Abram was taken prisoner, and was confined in. 


Andersonville for nine months. While the regi- 
ment was on the march through South Carolina 
Christopher was captured, and was held a prisoner 
of war for three months. 


SA CARY is one of the old settlers of the 
county, and is what is known as a general 
) farmer, living in Ridott Township. Mr. 
@ Cary is of Puritan stock. His father was 
born in Massachusetts, near Hatfield, lived there a 
farmer and was married in his native State. His 
wife was Damarius Hickox, a native of New Hamp- 
shire, but was partly reared in Massachusetts. 

Some years after the father of the subject of this 
biography, Asa Cary, Sr., was married, he, his wife 
and first members of the family went from Mass- 
achusetts to Casenovia, N. Y. He was a third 
cousin of those sweet and tuneful poetesses, Alice 
and Phoebe Cary. The elder Cary and wife lived 
to be over threescore years, and were the parents 
of twelve children. One died when young and 
the others lived to be men and women. 

Asa Cary, Jr., was the youngest of the family. 
He was born in the township of Boston, Erie Co., 
N. Y., Aug. 22, 1822, and lived on his father’s 
farm until he was twenty-five years old, at which 
time he engaged in merchandising at Boston Cor- 
ners in the same county, and was thus engaged for 
five years. In 1852 he came to Silver Creek 
Township in this county, making his purchase of 
land in the spring and locating in the fall. He 
bought 168 acres of land and lived on it fourteen 
years. It was wild prairie soil, rich in strength, 
but as yet it had not been tilled. After he had 
sold this he purchased 120 acres on section 35, 
where he is making his residence. Besides this he 
has eighty-five acres on section 2, of the same 
township, and also ten acres of fine timber land. 

Asa Cary was married in Erie County, N. Y., 
Nov. 18, 1851, to Miss Laura Rice. She was born 
and reared in Erie County, and is also of Puritan 
stock. Her parents were farmers and lived and 
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died in New York State. The father. was Wilder 
Rice; the mother’s maiden name was Mary Brooks. 
Mrs. Cary died at her home in this township July 
30, 1880. She was the mother of seven children: 
Homer resides at Clear Lake, Iowa, is.a farmer, and 
married Miss Elizabeth McDonald; Minnie E. is 
the wife of Dr. J. N. Pickett, of Odell, Neb.; 
Lillian G. is the wife of George Waddington, and 
lives in Filley, Gage Co., Neb.; Adelaide P. is the 
wife of Louis D. Canfield, also of the latter-named 
place, and a harness-maker by trade; Merton E. 
and William W. assist their father in the manage- 
ment of the farm; Mary A. also lives at home. 
The family are attendants of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. Mr. Cary and son are members of the 
Republican party. 


Cr 


| ees KOHL, living on section 28, Har- 
) lem Township, is a farmer who, by dint of 
perseverance and economy, has attained 
to comfortable circumstances. His par- 
ents were George and Mary (Will) Kohl, both na- 
tives of Pennsylvania, and the father is still living 
with his children. The mother died July 7, 1887. 
Daniel was the second child of a family of eleven 
children. He was born in Lycoming County, Pa., 
March 4, 1841, and enjoyed but the little educa- 
tion afforded by the district schools. However, 
he made the most of his opportunities and devel- 
oped some degree of shrewdness, gained from his 
observations. He accompanied his parents when 
they came to Stephenson County, and lived at 
home until he arrived at his majority, when he en- 
gaged in farming on his own account. His thrift 
and industry are apparent in the fact that he is the 
owner of 200 acres of well-improved land, on 
which he has good buildings. This is the result of 
his labors and tells its own story, but who can tell 
of the plodding industry which accomplished it. 
Mr. Kohl was married in Green County, Wis., 
March 30, 1861, to Miss Sarah A. Lizard, daughter 
of Peter and Elizabeth Lizard. Mrs. Kohl was 
born in Centre County, Pa., Nov. 25, 1835. To 
our subject and his wife there have been born six 








children—Ira E., Cora J., Oscar, Elmer, Mary E., 
Hattie M. Ira died when an infant; Cora is the 
wife of Alphert Hutmacher, and resides in Harlem 
Township. 

The estimation in which Mr. Kohl is held in the 


community where he resides is shown by the fact 


of his election to most of the minor offices of his 
township. The neighbors appreciated a man of 
steadfast character and hence placed reliance in Mr. 
Kohl. In politics he is a Republican. 
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honored pioneers of Stephenson ‘County, 

is an enterprising young farmer of Oneco 

_Township, located on section. 34, on his 
father’s old homestead, and where he has just 
fairly started about the more serious business of 
life and his establishment as a responsible citizen. 
He was married on the 7th of April, 1886, and has 
every prospect of a successful future, as he is 
equipped with an intelligent mind, a healthy frame, 
and the disposition to become a praiseworthy and 
valued member of society. 

The first representatives of this branch of the 
Barker family in America located in the State of 
Vermont, over 100 years ago. Gerard Barker, the 
father of our subject, was born in the Green Mount- 
ain State March 12,1812. His father was also 
a native of Vermont, and his grandfather was 


MY "sore M. BARKER, son of one of the 


-born in Canada, from whence he migrated to Ver- 


mont and his sons located. They were men of 
good stature and strong frames, mostly engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and distinguished for lon- 
gevity. The paternal grandfather of our subject 
lived to the advanced age of ninety-four years, re- 
taining to the last his natural energy, and a year 
previous had fed and fattened ninety head of hogs, 
husking the corn for them with his own hands. 

Gerard Barker remained under the parental roof 
until the fall of 1846, after he had passed his 
thirty-fourth year, and then with a team of horses 
started on the long journey from Vermont to some 
point in the fertile West, the exact location of 
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which he had by no means determined. He was 
bent upon seeing the country, and probably was 
fully satisfied in this respect by the time he had 
reached the end of his journey. Upon reaching 
the present site of Chicago, which was then an un- 
pretending hamlet of three or four stores and a 
few other rude buildings designated as houses, he 
was offered 100 acres of the land which now com- 
prises the heart of the city for one of his horses, 
which offer he rejected with disdain. After view- 
ing the town sufficiently, and refreshed by a brief 
rest and a sojourn of a night or so, he harnessed his 
team but was yet undecided upon the direction he 
should pursue. He accordingly set a rail upright 
and determined to follow the point of the compass 
toward which it fell, and after a few days ac- 
cordingly landed in the neighborhood of Campbell, 
in Coles County. ‘The locality, however, did not 
exactly suit him, and not long afterward he made 
his way eastward into Rock Grove Township, this 
county. 

The father of our subject now possessed a cash 
capital of fifty cents, but borrowed enough money 
to carry out his original intention of entering a 
tract of land. He selected 160 acres of land, 
where he put up a log cabin which he occupied 
with his family some years, and in the meantime 
brought his land to a good state of cultivation, 
and was then enabled to sell out at reasonable 
profit. His next purchase was 400 acres in Oneco 
Township. He now began to rise in the world and 
enjoy the reward of his industry and perseverance. 
In due time his farm was equipped with handsome 
and substantial buildings, and all the machinery 
required by the progressive agriculturist. His en- 
terprise and his value accordingly were duly recog- 
nized by the people around him, and he was called 
upon to fill the various local offices,and became 
prominent in matters pertainiug to the progress 
and development of that section of country. 
Formerly a Whig, he had cordially endorsed Re- 
publican principles upon the abandonment of the 
old party, and upheld these ever afterward. 

The mother of our subject before her marriage 
was Miss Hannah E. Goodrich, and she was born 
Aug. 30,1815. The male members of the Good- 
rich family were distinguished for their skill as 
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natural mechanics, and one brother especially, be- 
came one of the most expert machinists in that 
section of country, although never having served 
an apprenticeship at the trade. He, like the 
others, however, was fond of farm life and its pur- 
suits, and they were mostly members of the rural 
community. Mrs. Hannah Barker departed this 
life at her home in Oneco Township, in February, 
1884, when sixty-nine years of age. Of the seven 
children included in the parental household two 
are deceased: Dudley A., the eldest son, who was 
born May 12, 1844, was a vouth of seventeen at 
the breaking out of the late war, and consequently 
had to forego for a time his desire to become a 
soldier. In 1864, however, he enlisted in an IIli- 
nois regiment, and after having participated in 
various engagements with the enemy was wounded, 
although not seriously. Afterward he was con- 
fined by sickness in the hospital at Shreve- 
port, La., but although urged by his friends 
and family to return home he refused, think- 
ing he would recover and be able to rejoin 
his regiment. His hopes, however, were des- 
tined to disappointment, as he expired on the 
17th of* June, 1865; his remains now fill a sol- 
dier’s grave in the cemetery at Spring Grove. 
Charles M. Barker is engaged at farming in Minne- 
sota; Arba F. is a resident of Orangeville; Alida 
F. is the wife of Charles Fields, of Pipe Stone, Minn. ; 
Lemuel G. died in Rock Grove, Jan. 17, 1852, 
when about two years of age; Nancy L. is the wife 
of Charles Pratt, of Edgerton, Minn.; Marquis M., 
our subject, is the youngest of the family. 

Mr. Barker remained with his parents until 
1881, and then crossed the Mississippi into Wyo- 
ming, where he engaged as a stock-dealer two 
years. Afterward he spent one year in Minnesota, 
Dakota and Lowa, traveling over the country, and 
then returned home and rented the old homestead 
where he has since remained. He was united in 
marriage with Miss Sarah C. Periott April 7, 
1886, and brought his bride to a comfortable and 
handsome home, where they are surrounded by all 
the comforts of life, and have begun their journey 
together in marked contrast to the early life of his 
parents in this township. Mrs. Barker is the daugh- 
ter of Richard Periott, of Virginia, and was born 
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Sept. 28, 1861. Her father is one of the most suc- 
cessful farmers and highly respected citizens of 
Stephenson County. Our subject adheres to the 
Republican principles taught him by his father, and 
keeps posted upon all matters of general interest. 


OHN HERSHEY, a prosperous farmer of 
Loran Township, occupies a good property 
on section 33, which consists of 160 acres of 
highly cultivated land, with substantial farm 

buildings, good stock and machinery, and every- 
thing required by the modern agriculturist. He is 
still a young man, and by his native energy and 
industry, has already established himself as one of 
the important factors in the agricultural element of 
Stephenson County. 

Our subject is the son of Jacob and Susanna 
(Essig) Hershey, of whom a sketch will be found 
elsewhere in this volume. 
family of three children, and was born in Alle- 
gheny County, Pa., Oct. 5, 1850. He came to this 
county with his parents, and has since resided in 
Loran Township. He was fairly educated in the 
common schools, and when of marriageable age 
took unto himself a wife and helpmeet, in the per- 
son of Miss Sophia Hasselmann, their wedding be- 
ing celebrated at the home of the bride in Loran 
Township, Sept. 21, 1876. The wife of our sub- 
ject is the eldest daughter of August and Henrietta 
Hasselmann, of whom a sketch will be found on an- 
other page in this work. The parental household 
included nine children. Mrs. H. was born in Loran 
Township, July 27, 1857, and by her marriage 
with our subject has become the mother of four 
children, namely, Susannah H., Sarah C., Lillie L. 
and August J. W. Mr. and Mrs. H. are members 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


DAM BOLENDER. The man who settled 

ef}; in Stephenson County in the year 1840, 
was truly one of the pioneers, for at that 

©) time there was but little improved land 
in the county, and were it not for the fact that a 
large proportion of the county was prairie land, it 





He was the eldest ina‘ 





might have been called a “howling wilderness.” 
It was in that year that Mr. Bolender settled in 
Stephenson County. He is the son of John Bolen- 
der, and a brother of Levi Bolender. (See sketch . 
of latter.) He lived at home until he was twenty- 
six years of age, devoting his working days to the 
farm, and as it was possible, attended the district 
and subscription schools. The building in which 
these schools were taught was constructed of logs, 
and heated by a large fireplace with a wooden 
chimney. Lacking the essentials of a fire-proof 
building, it caught fire and burned down. 

At the age of twenty-five, Mr. Bolender was 
married, and a year later left the parental roof and 
rented. a farm near Rock Grove, which he culti-’ 
vated for two years, at the end of which time he 
purchased eighty-seven acres from his father, all 
of which was wild prairie land, except six acres. 
There was no improvement uponit whatever. The 
first year he built a granary, in which he lived 
until he built what is now the kitchen of his pres- 
ent residence. In 1861 he built one of the largest 
barns in that part of the county, and erected other 
suitable out-buildings. In 1867 he finished his 
present residence, portions of which had been con- 
structed before. He owns 136 acres of land, which 
he farmed until 1880, when he rented it to his son 
William on shares, and then retired from active 
farm life. 

Mr. Bolender has occupied many places of trust 
and honor. He has been Road Commissioner sev- 
eral terms, Collector one year, Assessor five years, — 
and School Director over a quarter of a century. 
He was an Elder, Deacon and Trustee in the Luth- 
eran Church, in Rock Grove. He and his wife be- 
long to the Evangelical Church now. He is an 
original Republican, having assisted in the organi- 
zation of that party in Stephenson County, in 1856, 
when John C. Fremont was the presidential candi- 
date. He has always supported the National and 
State ticket of that party, but through local jeal- 
ousies, much against his own will, he became a 
Mugwump, and was nominated for Assessor on the 
People’s ticket, and elected by a large majority. 
Mr. Bolender evidently did not believe much in 








mugwumpery himself, for the ballot he cast on 








this occasion was against his own candidacy. At Y_ 
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this same election, his son William was elected a 
Supervisor. The latter has been Town Clerk a 
number of years. 

Mr. Bolender has been married three times; first 
to Miss Esther Kline, daughter of Joseph Kline, a 
native of Berks County, Pa., who came to Stephen- 
son County about 1845, and died at the age of 
sixty. He was a miller by occupation, but his life 
in this county was that of a farmer. Mrs. Bolen- 
der was born Sept. 11, 1824, and was the mother 
of four children: John M., born May 26, 1862, 
died Jan. 13, 1865; one child born Sept. 11, 1867, 
died in infancy; William H., the oldest son, was 
born Sept. 25, 1852, and he married Miss Ellen 
Kline, daughter of George Kline (see sketch), 
and now occupies the old homestead. Mary E., 
Mrs. J. Emerich, was born Aug. 5, 1859. The 
mother of these children died on the 11th of Sep- 
tember, 1867, on the forty-third recurrence of her 
birthday. The second wife was Miss M. Dinges, 
daughter of Samuel, a native of Pennsylvania, who 
came to this county about 1866. This marriage 
occurred in 1868. His wife was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, and died at the age of fifty-five years and 
eleven months. They had one son, Samuel M., 
who was born in 1869, and isemployed by William 
on the old homestead. His third wife was Miss 
Demaras J. Rocky, daughter of Henry M. Rocky, 
They were married in 1883, and she was thirty- 
three years of age. Her people were from Pennsyl- 
vania, and her father is now a merchant of Rock 


~ Grove. 


ILLIAM Z. TUNKS, Justice of the Peace, 
ef Notary Public, and Collection Agent at 
Davis, is one of the oldest and best known 


Justices of Stephenson County. His official career 
has extended over a period, of thirty years in this 
county, of which he became a resident in 1848, 
and with the exception of four years Has held this 
office continuously since 1852. He made his first 
purchase of land on section 12, in Rock Run Town- 
ship, and which consisted mainly of a timber tract, 
from which he cleared the trees and prepared the 
soil for cultivation. He also added good improve- 





ments, and remained in possession of the bome 
thus established until November, 1877. He then 
retired from the active labor of the farm, and re- 
moving to Davis devoted his entire attention to 
the duties of the office. In the meantime he has 
consolidated his property interests, selling his land 
and investing part of the proceeds in village lots 
and a comfortable dwelling. He is now quite well 
advanced in years, and takes life comparatively 
easy, enjoying the affection of his children and the 
respect of the community at, large. 

The birth of our subject took place in Clarke 
County, Ohio, March 9,1817. His father, Thomas 
Tunks, was a native of Kentucky, born and reared 
on a farm. The family is of English ancestry. 
Thomas Tunks was married in Clarke County, Ohio, 
to which he had removed in early life. The maiden 
of his choice, Miss Anna Wallingsford, who was of 
Irish parentage, was born in Boonesboro, Ky., and 
reared in Clarke County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. ye 
began life together on a farm there, and became 
the parents of eight children, six sons and two 
daughters. Two of the former and one of the lat- 
ter are now deceased. The parents continued on 
the old homestead in Ohio, enjoying the good-will 
and confidence of all who knew them until called 
to the rewards of worthy and well-spent lives. The 
father died when eighty-two years of age, in 1859, 
the mother having preceded her husband to the 
better land some years before, about 1844. She 
was a devoted Christian woman, and a member in 
good standing of the Baptist Church. 

Our subject was the fifth child of the parental 
household, of which he remained a member until 
his marriage. The lady. who became his wife on 
the 5th of October, 1843, was Miss Paulina Win- 
chester, who was born in Union County, Ohio, in 
1822, and died at her home in Rock Run Township, 
this county, in 1849, leaving two children. These 
were Anna J., at home, and Albert, who is now in 
Nebraska. Mr. Tunks was the second time mar- 
ried, in Winnebago County, to Miss Armadilla 
McIntire, who was born and reared in Union 
County, Ohio, and came West after the death of 
her parents, locating in Winnebago County, which 
remained her home until her marriage. She be- 
came the mother of three children, and departed 
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this life at her home in the south part of this town- | ter, when she came into possession of the entire farm, 
ship in 1864. Two of her children have since died. | where she reared her children, and spent the re- 
The surviving child is a daughter, Rose, now the | mainder of her life. : 
wife of William M. Dustin, of Valley County, Neb. Jacob Sechler was but six years old when his 
The present wife of our subject, formerly Mrs. | father died. He had grown to manhood at the 
Candace S. (Emery) Daniels, is a native of Cuya- | time of his uncle’s death, and continued on the farm 
hoga County, Ohio, whence her parents removed | as its manager and part owner, he having inherited 
while she was young to this State. She was at | a part of it from his father, and also received by 
the time of her marriage with our subject, a resi- | his uncle’s will, his share of the property. He re- 
dent of Rock Run Township. Of her first marriage | mained a resident there continuously until his 
there were born six children, of whom but three | death, Dec. 13, 1869, when he had attained to the 
are living, namely, Albert, Henry B. and Omri. | ripe old age of seventy years. There also he was. 
The children deceased were daughters—Candace, | married and his children were born. His wife was 
Fidelia and Luella. formerly Miss Elizabeth Mench, who was born in 
Mr. Tunks represented Rock Run Township on | tne same county as her husband, and was the daugh- 
the County Board of Supervisors seven terms, and | ter of Abraham Mench, of German ancestry, and a 
was Township Treasurer for a period of twenty-four | native of Berks County, Pa. She died on the old 
years. He isa solid Republican, politically. In | home farm in Montour County. She had, like her 
all respects he is considered a reliable and responsi- | husband, resided in three different counties without ~ 
ble citizen, respected for his integrity, and occupies | changing her location. 
a good position socially and financially. _ - The parents of our subject had ten children, 
nine of whom grew to man and womahood. Joseph 
was the second child and eldest son. When of suit- 
able years, he commenced attending school during 
; . the winter season, and was employed on the farm 
ID EV. JOSEPH SECHLER was born in that | the balance of the time until reaching his majority. 
| ( part of Columbia County which is now | Afterward he attended the High School at Danville, 
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dA\ Montour County, Pa., Nov. 21, 1822. His | and was engaged in teaching one year. In 1855 

©) father, Jacob Sechler, a native of the same | helefthisnative State and came to Illinois, reaching 
county, was born when that tract was included in | Freeport November 13, and soon afterward secured 
Northumberland County. His father, the grand- | a position as clerk in a general store at Orangeville. 
father of our subject, was a native of Germany, | Here he was employed the greater part of the fol- 
emigrated to America when a young man, and was | lowing six or seven years. In the meantime he 
among the earliest pioneers of Northumberland | employed his leisure moments in studying and pre- 
County, where, in company with his brother Jacob, | paring himself for the ministry. The denomina- 
he purchased a tract of timber land. The latter | tion of his choice was the Reformed Church of the 
never married, but proceeded with the improve- | United States,in which he commenced preaching as 
ment of his purchase, and spent his last days upon | asupply at Cedarville and Lancaster, in 1860. He 
the land where he first settled. The grandfather of | continued his pious labors for five years, and was 
our subject was a blacksmith by trade, but assisted | obliged to abandon them on account of throat 
in redeeming the soil from its original condition. | trouble. He afterward engaged in mercantile pur- 
He was married to Miss Elizabeth Stump, who was | suits at Lena, where he continued until 1882. He 
of German ancestry ; she was born in Lehigh County, | then resumed preaching until 1885, when he was 
Pa. Mrs. Sechler was left a widow with six chil- | appointed a traveling agent of the College of North- 
dren, her husband having died when about thirty- | ern Illinois, and. was thus engaged for eighteen 
six years of age. She continued afterward on the | months, in the meantime visiting from Michigan to } | 
farm of her brother-in-law, until the death of the lat- | Pennsylvania. When this contract had terminated ! 
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he resumed his labors in the ministry, and now 
preaches at Damascus and Harlem Center regu- 
larly. 

The marriage of Rev. Joseph Sechler and Miss 
Mary Hartzel took place Oct. 5, 1847. The wife 
of our subject is a native of Northampton County, 
Pa., and the daughter of John and Maria (Andrews) 
Hartzell, both natives of Pennsylvania, Her pa- 
ternal grandfather was John Hartzell, of North- 
ampton County, and her great-grandfather, Chris- 
tian Hartzell, of Swiss ‘ancestry, was a native of 
Switzerland County, Pa., whence he removed to 
Northampton County during its early settlement, 
securing a tract of land along the banks of the Dela- 
ware, where he cleared a farm and spent the re- 
mainder of his life.’ His wife was the daughter of 
Frederick and Magdalena (Butz) Andrews. The 
Butz family were of German origin, and the de- 
scendants of both families were widely and favor- 
ably known throughout the counties of Bucks and 
Northampton. 

Our subject and his wife became the parents of 
three children, two now living, namely, Ermina E., 
who married William Crotzer, a resident of Lena, 
and Maria Margaret, the wife of A. S. Crotzer. 


ILLIAM F, PRESTON, a pioneer settler of 
\f Harlem Township, came to this county in 
September, 1838, and located a claim, 

which was staked out by his elder brother, Alex- 
ander M., in 1835. This brother was in Dixon 
when the Black Hawk War closed in 1832. Mr. 
Preston, a native of Ohio, was born in Gallipolis, 
June 19, 1819. His father, William Preston, was a 
native of New York, and the mother, formerly a 
Miss Miller, and the daughter of a Presbyterian 
minister, Alexander Miller, was born in New Jer- 
sey. Her father was a gentleman of fine talents, 
and one of the principal writers in the compiling 
of Murray’s Grammar, William Preston, after 
marriage removed to Ohio and located in Gallipo- 
lis, wherehe turned his attention to surveying and 
was in the service of the Government there and in 





portions of Michigan from 1816 to 1819. The 
compass which he used as well as his father before 
him when he was a young man is now in possession 
of his son and held among the precious relics of the 
past. 

Our subject’s father came to this county when a 
young man, settling first at a point three and one- 
half miles northwest of Freeport, where he engaged 


in farming, and, like his father before him, was oc- 


cupied in surveying through different parts of the 
county and laying out the public highways. He 
lived on the farm ten years, then abandoned active 
labor and moved into the city of Freeport, where 
he resided until his death, which took place in 
1875. He was elected County Clerk in 1848, and 
held tke office until 1852. While a resident of 
Ohio he taught school a number of years at Gal- 
lipolis, his first duties as a pedagogue beginning 
when a youth of sixteen years of age. The death 
of the mother was the first which-occurred in Har- 
lem Township, and took place in March, 1839. 
The parental family included fifteen children, ten 
of whom lived to become men and women. Of 
these only six remain; three are residents of this 
county, two of California and one of Texas. 

The subject of our sketch was the eighth child of 
his parents, and nineteen years of age when he came 
to this county. He enjoyed the advantages of the 
common schools, and continued on the farm until 
1848. He then caught the California fever, and 
took a trip across the plains in company with two 
brothers. They started out with ox-teams, leaving 
Freeport on the 6th of April and arrived at the 
diggings Oct. 7, 1848. He engaged in mining, and 
the first year cleared about $5,000. He remained 
on the Pacific Slope until the spring of 1851, when 
he returned to Stephenson County, via the Isthmus 
of Panama and New Orleans. It is worthy of note 
that Mr. Preston between coming here and going 
to California really footed it from West Virginia 
to California. He has a great reputation as a 
walker, and walked across the continent at Pana- ° 
ma. He now concluded to settle down upon the 
farm and engaged in agriculture. In 1856 he 
built a steam sawmill, which he operated until 
1869, at which time the mill was torn down and 
converted into corn cribs, and he sold the boiler 
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and other iron work, and thereafter devoted his 
time mainly to raising corn, He remained in the 
rural districts until 1886, then retired from active 
labor and took up his abode in the city of Freeport, 
where he now proposes to enjoy the competency 
which he has accumulated by his industry. 

Mr. Preston has been twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Alice Housen, who became the 
mother of three children. Their eldest son, Will- 
iam C., is a resident of California. ‘The others 
were named respectively, Tecumseh 8., who is also 
in California, and Rupert, in Nebraska. Mr. Pres- 
ton was subsequently, in 1874, married to Miss 
Amy Brigham, who for a period of seven years 
had been an efficient teacher in {the Freeport 
schools. Forjthirteen years prior she had ‘taught 
constantly in New York and Pennsylvania. She 
was born in Wayne. County,’,Pa., Oct. 15, 1832, 
and is the daughter of ;Hiram|W. and Mary 
(Sutliff) Brigham, the father a native of Montgom- 
ery County, N. Y., and the mother of New England 
parentage and born in Connecticut. Mr. Brigham 
died Nov. 16, 1873, and Mrs. Brigham Sept. 11, 
1884. Mr. and Mrs. Brigham came to Stephenson 
County in 1868. 

Mr. Preston while living in Harlem Township 
served as Commissioner of Highways and Town 
Clerk, and was otherwise idenified with local 
affairs. Nothing pleased him better than to note 
the progress and growth of his adopted county. 
He was particularly interested in the establishment 
of educational and religious institutions, and took 
an active part in the erection of church edifices. 
Religiously, he is connected with the United 
Brethren Church. Politically, he was in former 
years a stanch adherent of the Democratic party 
until 1885, when hefallied himself to the Prohibi- 
tionists. Mrs. Preston was one of the charter 
members in the organization of Busy Bee Lodge, 
of Rebekah, I. 0. O. F. She is a Good Templar 


and a member of the’ Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Mr. Preston, socially, is likewise an Odd Fellow. 
Mr. and Mrs. Preston have one child, Ethel, a 
bright girl of eight years. 

Among the portraits, of leading men of the 
county presented in ‘this volume, may be found 
that of Mr. Preston. 





ACOB P. MITCHELL, one of the oldest 
| settlers of the township of Lancaster, and 
whose portrait is given in this connection, is 
now living in retirement at his commodious 
residence on section 11, where he has resided since 
June 11, 1842. He was born in what is now 
Clinton County, but formerly Center County, Pa., 
Sept. 18,1818. His father, William Mitchell, was 
born in the Highlands of Scotland and came of 
pure Scottish ancsstry. Whena boy he came to 
the United States in company with some relatives 
and his brothers and sisters. They first located at 
Liverpool, Pa., but later removed to Penn’s Val- 
ley, where the father of our subject was married 
to Miss Rebecca Knoss, who was born in Harris- 
burg, Pa., and of German extraction, her grand- 
father having come to the United States with Will- 
iam Penn and his colony. The Knoss family were 
sturdy, hard-working: people, and usually long- 
lived, the grandfather having lived to be over a 
century old, while other members of the family 
also became very aged. 
William Mitchell, the father of our subject, was 
a resident of what is now Clinton County, Pa., 
where he died, which event occurred at his home in 
Brush Valley, when he was but thirty years of age. 
At that time his son, Jacob P., was buta child, one 
of seven who were left to his mother’s care. 
After they had all grown up they came West by 
the river route to Galena, then to Buena Vista, in 
Stephenson County, where a short time afterward 
the children scattered about, each seeking to make 
his own living. The mother resided, until her 
death, at the homes of her several children. She 
died in Lancaster Township at the residence of her 
widowed daughter, Margaret Sedan, at the vener- 
able age of seventy-eight years, full of years and 
full of honor. Mrs. Mitchell was a member of the 
Evangelical Church. She was a woman noted for 
her kindness, a beloved mother and a devout 
Christian. Her seven children still survive her: 
Mrs. Margaret Sedan, living at Hickory Grove, 
Dakota Township, Stephenson County, and now 
aged eighty years; Mrs. Emily Brown, now aged 
seventy-seven, resides in Dakota Village; Massina 
resides in Lancaster Township, his age being 
seventy-five, and William, who is seventy-two, is 
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also a resident of the same township and is a farmer; 
our subject is the next in order of birth; Mrs. 
Anna Needler, aged sixty-five, now resides at Long 
Grove, Lake Co., Ill., and Robert, aged sixty-two, 
now resides on a farm in Dakota Township. 

Our subject, Jacob P. Mitchell, grew to man- 
hood in his native county under the charge of his 
good Christian mother, working around some of 
the time to earn his own living, his mother being 
in reduced circumstances. Just five days before 
coming to Illinois, May 5, 1842, he was married at 
Coverley Hall, Nitney Valley, Pa., to Miss Ellen 
Pollock, who was born in Buffalo Valley, Nov. 5, 
1821. She was the daughter of John Pollock, a 
Pennsylvania farmer of Irish descent. His wife, 
as well as himself, died before their daughter Ellen 
was married. Mr. Mitchell with his bride departed 
with the other members of the family for Illinois 
on May 10, 1842, and, having reached Stephenson 
County, engaged in farming on his own account. 
At that time he entered forty acres of Government 
land, upon which he erected a house, and from that 
day to this has made his home here. At the time 
of his coming this county was sparsely settled, and 
in fact it required one year before he could obtain 
his title from the Government, the land at that time 
not having been put upon the market. He began 
to make improvements and from time to time added 
adjoining land, until -he now owns 206 acres on 
section 11, all of which is well improved and con- 
tains excellent buildings. 

Mr. Mitchell lost his first wife at their home by 
death on March 14, 1882. She was the mother of 
eight children, two of whom are now deceased, and 
six married, viz: Norton, who married Margaret 
Chambers, now resides on a farm in Lancaster 
Township; Robert married Ellen Deery, and also 
resides in Lancaster Township; Martha is the wife 
of William Yarger, who resides on a farm in the 
same township; James married Miss Sarah Ertel, 
and lives in Marshall County, Iowa; Austin, the 
third son, now living in Chicago, is a painter by 
trade ; Sarah, the wife of John Lapp, resides ona farm 

~in Dickinson County, Iowa. 

Mz. Mitchell was married the second time July 
3, 1884, his choice being Mrs. Mary Babcock, 
who was the relict of Frederick Babcock, who died 





Oct. 4, 1877. She is the daughter of James Kelly, 
who lived and died in New York State. Mrs, 
Mitchell is the mother of two children by her 
former husband: Omer, who married Miss E. Pot- 
ter, now living in Waterloo, Iowa, and Elnora, who 
resides with her brother. Mrs. Mitchell is a mem- 
ber of the United Brethren Church, to which she 
has been attached for fourteen years. 

Mr. Mitchell is a very prominent citizen in the 
township where he lives, and is active in all public 
enterprises, and in the estimation of his neighbors 
there is none more highly respected or more influ- 
ential among the farmers of Stephenson County. 
He is a man who has a fixed political belief and is 
a member of the Republican party, which he gives 


a very active support. 
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HOMAS RODEBAUGH, of Winslow, occu- 
6 pies a prominent place among the honored 
pioneers of Stephenson County, of which he 
became a resident in September, 1845. He entered 
a tract of land from the Government and put up a 
small frame house, and thus commenced life with 
the hope and courage which characterized the men 
of that day, and enabled them to endure uncom- 
plainingly the hardships and privations of life in a 
new country. His industry and frugality were am- 
ply rewarded, and while building up a comfortable 
homestead he witnessed with satisfaction the prog- 
ress and development of his adopted State. The 
main points in the history of our subject are as fol- 
lows: . 
Mr. Rodebaugh was born in Centre County, Pa., 
Dec. 30, 1824. His father, John Rodebaugh, was 
a native of Dauphin County, Pa., and was the son 
of Peter Rodebaugh, who was born in Germany in 
a town of that name. The great-grandfather, 
Matthias Rodebaugh, emigrated to America with 
his family prior to the Revolutionary War, and lo- 
cated in Pennsylvania, where he spent the last years 
of his life. His son Peter was a lad of ten years 
when he came to America, and was afterward 
bound out for the payment of his passage money, 





He endured this kind of slavery for seven years, 
and then ran away and enlisted in the federal army, 
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passing the memorable winter of 1773-74 at Valley 
Forge with Gen. Washington. He served as a sol- 
dier for a period of seven years, and after the Colo- 
nies had established their independence purchased 
a tract of land in Dauphin County, Pa., where he 
remained several years and thence removed to 
Ohio. He received a pension during the last years 
of his life, and died in Medina County, when 
eighty-five years of age. 

John Rodebaugh, the father of our subject, was 
reared on a farm in his native county, and subse- 
queutly learned the trade of shoemaking. He was 
married early in life, and located in Clearfield, 
Centre Co., Pa., where he lived until about 1830, 


-thence removed to Medina County, Ohio, during 


its early settlement, purchasing a tract of timber 
land and clearing a farm, while at the same time he 
employed his leisure hours at his trade. Subse- 
quently he sold his farm there and removed to 
Summit County, where his death took place about 
1838. The mother of our subject was formerly 
Miss Polly Bughman, a native of Northumberland 
County, Pa., born about 1867. She accompanied 
her husband to Ohio and survived him several 
years, dying in Summit County. The children of 
the parental household were named, respectively, 
Susanah, Mary, Charles, Betsey, Elizabeth, Thomas, 
John and Lovinia. 

The subject of this sketch was the fifth child of 
his parents, and was about four years old when 
they emigrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio. His 
early years were spent upon the farm and in attend- 
ance at the pioneer schools, and when fifteen years 
of age he commenced learning the cabinet-maker’s 
trade. He followed this in Ohio until in Septem- 
ber, 1845, and then started for the farther West in 
company with two other families. The journey 
was made overland with teams and consumed eight- 
een days. He first located in Buckeye Township, 
where he entered a tract of land from the Govern- 
ment and remained five years. He then took a con- 


tract to complete one mile of the railroad then be- 


ing constructed in West Point Township, which 
occupied him six months. In 1855 he purchased a 
tract of land in Winslow Township, which he im- 
proved and lived upon until 1863, thence remoy- 
ing to Davis County, Iowa, where he sojourned ten 





months, and then returning to Winslow Township 
purchased a farm, where he occupied himself until 
1869. In the spring of that year he sold out and 
purchased hotel property in Winslow, where he 
operated as “mine host” about ten years. In 1886 
he purchased his present residence and the mill 
property in Honey Creek, which fora period of two 
years has furnished the dressed lumber for a large 
proportion of the people of Winslow and vicinity. 

The marriage of Thomas Rodebaugh and Miss 
Lavina Ferguson was celebrated at the home of the 
bride in Wayne County, Ohio, Nov. 12, 1844. 
Mrs. R. is the daughter of Samuel and Pheeba Fer- 
guson (see sketch of. Robert Ferguson). The six 
children of this union are recorded as follows: 
Mary A., the wife of D. E. Tyler, is a resident of 
Green County, Wis.; Elizabeth, Mrs. Wilson, lives 
in Linn County, Mo.; Lavina, the wife of Albert 
Eells, lives on a farm in Minnehaha County, Dak.; 
Charles B. is a resident of Winslow; Melissa, Mrs. 
Edwards, lives in Umatilla County, Ore.; Daniel 
T. is living near his parents. 
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yOHN B. LEITZELL, M. D., is one of the 
leading physicians of West Point ‘Township, 
where, doubtless, many are familiar both 

with his cheerful countenance and his repu- 

tation as a physician of skill and culture. He is 
the son of Philip and Julia (Nofsker) Leitzell, and 
was born March 16, 1829. The family is of Ger- 
man extraction. His grandfather, Jacob Leitzell, 
was a native of Berks County, Pa., and passed his 
entire life in that State, engaged in farming. His 
son Philip was born in Berne Township, Berks Co., 
Pa. He attended school and assisted his father in 
the labor of the farm until he reached the age of 
eighteen, when he removed to Centre County. A 
few years later he purchased land and engaged in 
farming in Gregg Township. His death occurred 
Jan. 16, 1871. His wife died on the old home- 
stead Noy. 9, 1869. ‘Their family consisted of 
thirteen children, of whom eleven grew to maturity. 
John B. Leitzell remained with his parents, alter- 
nately attending school and assisting with the farm 
work, until he was twenty years of age. Possessing 
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an unusually thoughtful and studious mind, he de- 
termined to enter one of the professions, and at 
twenty years of age he commenced the study of 
medicine in the office of Drs. Peter and Charles 
Smith, at Spring Mills, Pa, He attended lectures 
at the Pennsylvania Medical College, and gradu- 
ated March 5, 1853, and commenced the practice 
of medicine in Spring Mills. Not feeling satisfied 
with his location there after a six months’ trial, he 
removed to Stormstown, and from thence to Salona, 
Clinton County, where he remained seventeen 


_ years. In the meantime he purchased a farm near 


Spring Mills, Centre County, but continued to 
practice medicine, supervising the help employed 


’ to conduct the farm labor. In 1883 he removed 


to Stephenson County, and settled in Ridott Town- 
ship, and in 1884 he purchased the farm which he 
now occupies in West Point Township, of which 
his son Harry is the manager. 

Dr. Leitzell was twice married. In 1854 he was 
married to Miss Emily Blakeley, a native of Belle- 
fonte, Centre Co., Pa. Her death occurred May 
18, 1866. .Nov. 9, 1869, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Sarah D. Custard. She was a 
native of Lamar Township, Clinton Co., Pa. There 
were three children born by the first marriage: 
Charles P., who graduated from the Baltimore Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in March, 1882; 
Harry B., who is a teacher, and Mary E. Charles 
P. is now associated with his father, and assists 
him in carrying on his extensive practice. 

Dr. John B. Leitzell is a man of rare mental and 
moral worth, and is also possessed of a vigorous 
physique, which enables him to endure the fatigue 
of the long drives imposed upon him by his large 
practice. In his declining days he is reaping the 
reward of a temperate life. Dr. and Mrs. Leitzell 
are prominent membersjof the Methodist Church. 
The Doctor belongs to the Republican party, and 
since 1864 has been a member of Lena Lodge, I. 
O. O. F. 

P. J. Leitzell is now in Girard, Crawford Co., 
Kan., where he has been a resident since 1876. His 
time has been employed since a resident of Kansas, 
as County Superintendent and teacher. Charles 
B. Leitzell, also a physician and surgeon, graduated 
at Jefferson Medical College, in Philadelphia, and 


‘hood days were spent on the farm, and during the 





is now practicing medicine at Reimesburg, Arm- 
strong Co., Pa., and is one of the successful prac- 
titioners of the State. The remainder of the broth- 
ers and sisters of our subject reside in Centre 
County, Pa., engaged in various vocations, and are 
all prospering and well-to-do in the world. 
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ORNELIUS FURST, a capitalist, is one of 
G the early settlers of Stephenson County. 
NY He was born in Centre County, Pa., in 
1827,and is the son of George and Rachel (Snyder) 
Furst, both of whom were natives of that State. 
They had a family of ten children, all of whom 
lived to maturity, but only three of whom are now 
living. The county where George Furst was born 
was known as Centre, but the name was afterward 
changed to Clinton. He moved from that county 
to Stephenson County, IIl., in the fall of 1839. The 
journey was made in wagons and they were pro- 
vided with their own camp equipage, which they 
used in case they could not get shelter in houses 
when they stopped for the night. On arriving in 
Stephenson County he settled in what is known as 
Lancaster Township, in which he secured and im- 
proved the farm on which he resided at the time 
of his death, which occurred in the year 1854. 
His wife survived him five years longer, dying in 
1859. 

Cornelius Furst was a mere lad when he came 
with his parents to Stephenson County. His boy- 


winter time he attended school at short intervals, 
as the schools in those days were uncertain and the 
terms of short duration. He remained with his 
parents until he reached his majority, and then 
started in the world for himself. He became the 
owner of a good farm of 160 acres, which he man- 
aged for some time. He then rented the farm and 
moved to the city of Freeport in the year 1855. 
Since his residence here he has been engaged in 
the general loan and real-estate business, having 
long since disposed of his farm. 

In 1878 Mr. Furst was married to Emma C. 
Hoover, of Freeport, who was born in Jo Daviess 
County, Il. In the same year he bought his pres- Me 
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ent residence property on Stephenson street, which 
is well located and comfortably surrounded. It is 
one of the many pleasant and inviting homes in 
Freeport. Since locating here Mr. Furst has been 
signally successful. His real-estate transactions 
have been profitable, and he has been very fortun- 
ate in his investments. In the matter of loaning 
money he is discreet as well as liberal. When good 
security is offered, he always has the ready money 
on hand to respond to any demand made upon him. 
In politics, he trains with the Republican party. In 
the days of Abolitionism, before the Republican 
party was organized, Mr. Furst was an original 
Abolitionist, and was always an ardent admirer of 
William Lloyd Garrison, Wendell Phillips and 
Owen Lovejoy. The latter was the original leader 
of the forlorn hope of the Illinois Abolitionists. 
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Township in 1885, where he put up the first 

and only cheese factory in the township, 
and in connection with dairying began the cultiva- 
tion of 200 acres of land on section 4. He is the 
owner of a good property, the accumulation of his 
own industry, and illustrates in a forcible manner 
that which may be accomplished by steady perse- 
verance and resolution. 

Mr. Walters first drew breath in the eastern part 
of Scotland, in May, 1833, and when an infant of 
two months old, was taken by his parents to Ireland, 
where he remained with them until seventeen years 
of age, and then came to seek his fortune on this 
side of the Atlantic. Upon reaching American 
shores he proceeded to Philadelphia, Pa. . He had 
learned of his father the art of weaving, and now 
followed his trade in Pennsylvania until about 
1853. He then pushed toward the far West, and 
coming to this county, commenced working by the 
month, and was thus employed until the breaking 
out of the late war in 1861. 

Mr. Walters had acquainted himself sufliciently 
with the political affairs of this country to deter- 
mine at once with which party he would take sides 
in the impending conflict, and in July of that year, 
enlisted in Co. K, 52d Ill. Vol. Inf., and rendered 


Gee WALTERS located in Winslow 





good service asa Union soldier until the fall of 
1864. In the meantime he had been present at the 
battles of Ft. Donelson, Pittsburg Landing and Cor- 
inth, also at the siege and capture of Atlanta. 
After his term of service had expired, he received 
an honorable discharge, and returned to the scenes 
of his later operations in this county. 

In the fall of 1864 Mr. Walters was united in 
marriage with Miss Ellen Brown, who was a native 
of New York State, and was brought by her par- 
ents when a young child, to Elgin, Kane Co., IIL, 
where Mrs. W. was reared and received acommon- 
school education. Her father, Lewis Brown, was 
born in Canada, and was of French ancestry. He 
is now in Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. Walters became 
the parents of six children, namely, Ella, Nettie, 
Willie, Frank, Cora, and a little daughter still un- 
named. ‘They are all with their parents, and the 
family presents an interesting group, occupying a 
home in the midst of plenty, and surrounded by 
all the comforts of life. Mr. Walters has a herd of 
sixty cows, and realizes each year from his cheese 
factory, a handsome sum of money. 

The father of our subject, Hugh Walters by 
name, was also a native of Scotland, where he grew 
to manhood, and was married to Miss Emeline 
Craig. He removed to Ireland in 1833, and set- 
tled near Londonderry, where he followed weayv- 
ing for nearly forty years, and then in his old age‘ 
emigrated across the water, and located in the city 
of Philadelphia, Pa., where he spent the remainder 
of his life. He was twice married; the mother of 
our subject was Miss Emeline Craig, a native of 
Scotland, who died three weeks after the birth of 
her son Cuthbert. 
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TEPHEN TITUS occupies a comfortable 
homestead on section 21, Waddams Town- 
ship, and is a gentleman who made the 
most of his opportunities while young, ob- 

taining a good education and fitting himself by a 
thorough course of reading to keep pace with the 
well-informed people of the present day. He is 
more than ordinarily intelligent and has consider- 
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able literary ability, having been a correspondent 
of several local papers, and well fitted to discuss 
the various questions which arise, and which are of 
general interest to the intelligent citizens. He has 
always been fond of country life, and possesses the 
energy and industry required to make farming a 
success. He is also a natural mechanic and a car- 
penter of no little proficiency. at which trade he 
employs his time when not otherwise engaged, and 
has exhibited many evidences of his skill around 
his pleasant and tasteful home. : 

Mr. T.’s early years were spent in Washington 
Tp., Dutchess Co., N. Y.,on the farm of his father, 
Jackson Titus, where he was born March 18, 1821. 
The latter was a native of the same county, and 
the son of Samuel Titus, an extensive cattle-dealer 
who purchased in the interior and drove to New 
York City. The latter spent the last years of his 
life in Dutchess County, where the father of our 
subject grew to manhood and was married. Jack- 
son Titus in time became the owner of a large 
farm in Dutchess County, and also purchased a 
tract of land in Michigan. He died in the latter 
State while attending to business matters. 

The mother of our subject was in her girlhood 
Miss Hannah Conklin, a native of the same county 
as her husband and son. Stephen, of our sketch, 
was fifteen years old when his father died, after 
which he made his home with an uncle. Subse- 
quently he went into Westchester County, N. Y., 
whence, after sojourning there two years, he re- 
turned to his native county and took up the car- 
penter trade, serving an apprenticeship of three 
years. He followed his trade afterward, in West- 
chester County, four years, then returned to Dutch- 
ess County and resided there until the spring of 
1861. He now determined to seek his fortunes in 
the Prairie State, and coming to this county, pur- 
chased the tract of timber land which he still occu- 
pies, and purchased a part of his present farm 
across the line in Buckeye Township. 

Our subject, while a resident of Dutchess County, 
N. Y., was united in marriage with Miss Harriett 
Burlingame, a native of his own county, and who 
was born in 1822. Of this union there is one 
child, a daughter named Henrietta, now the wife 
of John Kailey, a prosperous farmer of Buckeye 





Township. Mr. Titus, in 1860, visited Putnam 
County, Mo., where an uncle of his owned a large 
tract of land. Mr. T. had engaged to put up a 
house and barn, and remained there until after the 
election, which resulted in seating President Lin- 
ecoln in the National Executive Chair. ‘This, 
among other events at the beginning of. the war, 
was the occasion of great excitement in that section 
of country. Mr. T. at that time represented the 
Budget, of Freeport. He is now one of the most 
valued correspondents of the Freeport Democrat. 
He takes a warm interest in educational matters, 
and has served as School Director in Waddams 
Township for a period of seven years. Before the 
war he affiliated with the Democratic party, but 
since 1860 has supported Republican principles. 
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} OHN LOBDELL was born in the county of 


Will, in the State of Illinois, Feb. 10, 1837. 
) His father, Joseph Lobdell, was born in Her- 
\ kimer County, N. Y., where the latter’s father» 
who was a native of Connecticut, had settled many 
years before. During the Revolution, when the 
elder Lobdell was but thirteen years of age, he was 
made a prisoner by the British and Indians, and 
conveyed to the enemy’s camp in Canada, and 
there kept a prisoner for a considerable time. Af- 


ter his release, he came to the United States, and 
settled in New York, where he married Elizabeth 


‘Andrews, also a native of Connecticut, and whose 


parents were pioneers in Herkimer County. The 
grandfather of our subject was a farmer by occupa- 
tion. After his captivity and marriage he spent 
the remaining portion of his life in the eastern part 
of New York State. His son Joseph, who was the 
father of our subject, had arrived at the age of_ 
seventeen years, when his parents moved to Cayuga 
County and settled near Auburn. The lad ac- 
quired a good education for those days, when the 
facilities were so unfavorable, and for ten years af- 
terward he taught school asa means of support for 
himself and family. He married, Jan. 6, 1828, Miss 
Olive Gallt. They resided in Cayuga County, 
until the fall of 1834, when loading all their worldly 
goods into a wagon to which they attached a pair 
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of horses, they started for Illinois, a State which at 
that time was famous the world over as the place 
for the settler of moderate means. They made the 
entire trip overland in twenty-seven days, landing 
in Will County. where he found a vacant log cabin 
which afforded shelter to his family. He located a 
claim in July, 1835, and entered eighty acres of 
land whereon he erected a rude log hut, in which 
the family resided until 1837. In the month of 
July of that year Mr. Lobdell concluded to go still 
further West, in order to obtain more land. His 
destination at this time-was what is now known as 
Waddams Township, Stephenson County, where, 
having located a claim, he immediately began the 
erection of a cabin. He also harvested sufficient 
wild prairie grass to sustain his horses during the 
winter, and then returned to Will County and 
brought his family to their new home on the raw 
and uncultivated prairie; he afterward purchased 
from the Government 120 acres more. This new 
home was at that time far away from any settle- 
ment, in fact, at the time, there was but one house 
upon the site which now contains the prosperous 
city of Freeport, and that a log cabin. The near- 
est trading point was at the Galena Mines, and a 
trip to market required from three to four days; 
flour was then sold at Galena at $7 per hundred. 
Deer and wild turkey were plentiful. It was in this 
new home that the father of the subject of this 
sketch labored and improved, until the time of his 
death. 

John Lobdell was one of five children, who are 
as follows: Frances, widow of David Patterson, re- 
sides in Linn County, Iowa; Elizabeth, wife of Ed- 
win Playford, resides in Kansas; John, the subject 
of this sketch; Ellen, the wife of Walter Ross, who 
lives in Iowa; Daniel, who served in the late re- 
bellion, first enlisting in the 46th Ilinois Infantry in 
1861, andagainin 1863. He died at Cairo in 1864, 
in August, while in the service of his country. 
Mrs. Lobdell, the mother of the children above 
enumerated, makes her home with her son John. 
She was born in Middlefield, Otsego Co., N. Y., 
Oct. 1, 1804, being the daughter of Matthew and 
Sally (Griggs) Gallt, natives of New York and 
Connecticut respectively. 
father of Mrs. Lobdell was Samuel Griggs, who 


The maternal grand-— 





married Penelope Goodell. The grandfather was 
born in Connecticut, and was a soldier of the Rev- 
olution, participating in the battle of Bunker Hill. 
The grandmother was born in Massachusetts. Af- 
ter their marriage they became among the first set- 
tlers in New York State. The paternal grandparents 
of Mrs. Lobdell, and great-grandparents of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, were William and Margaret 
(Harper) Gallt. The father taught the first school 
in this district. 

John Lobdell, of whom in particular we write, 
was but.an infant when his parents came to this 
county. He has here grown from infancy to man- 
hood, being reared on the farm, where he was 
taught that industry which has enabled him to be- 
come the successful farmer and citizen he is at 
present. At the age of fifteen his father died, 
which misfortune made it necessary for him, though 
a boy in years, to perform the duties of a man. 
He has done his work well, having added to the 
old homestead 180 acres of magnificent farming 
land, all purchased and paid for by his untiring en- 
ergy and perseverance, which may well be emulated 
by any poor boy in the land. In politics, Mr. 
Lobdell is a Republican. 

On ‘August 17, 1865, John Lobdell was married 
to Miss Annie Foreman. She was born in Her- 
kimer County, N. Y., on the 4th of July, 1845. 
Her father, James Foreman, who was born in Lin- 
colnshire, England, descended from a long line of 
ancestors. His father, John Foreman, came from 
England to Stephenson County in 1857, where he 
spent the latter part of his life. The father of 
Mrs. Lobdell arrived in America at the age of eight- 
een, where he married Mary A. Laferty, who came 
from Antrim, Ireland. He moved to Stephenson 
County in 1845, settling in Waddams Township. 
He removed in 1867 to Buchanan County, in the 
State of Iowa. They have but one child. 
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EREND JANSSEN. Among the foreign- 
born citizens of Loran Township, none are 
more highly esteemed than Berend Janssen, 
the subject of this sketch. He was born in 

Germany, July 6, 1848, and emigrated to this 
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country in 1867. He came direct to Stephenson 
County, where for a year or more he worked in 


Florence Township, and from that township moved: 


to Loran, where he has since resided. Mr. Janssen 
is by nature a farmer, and since living in this 
country has constantly followed that pursuit. He 
is the owner in fee simple of 160 acres of very 
productive land. Mr. Janssen believes in safely 
garnering his grain, and has therefore erected on 
his farm a commodious and conveniently con- 
structed barn, so arranged that he can fulfill the 
old adage, “‘a place for everything and everything 
in its place.” The same care and judgment have 
been exercised in effecting the many other im- 
provements shown on his premises, and. which are 
reproduced in the artist’s best manner on another 
page. 

In the year 1873, and to be exact about date, on 
the 8th of September, Mr. Janssen was married to 
Catherine Janssen in Freeport, Ill. His wife also 
came from Germany with her parents, Berend and 
Johanna Janssen, when she was but eight years old. 
She was born in Germany on the 28th of - January, 
1844, Three children have been born unto them, 
and are named respectively, Bernard, Anna and 
Johanna. The physical ruggedness of the parents 
has been transmitted to the children, and they bid 
fair to be long-lived and useful members of what- 
ever part of the commonwealth they may choose 
to make their home. Mr. Janssen is a member of 
the Democratic party, and warmly endorses the 
platform and the candidates of that organization. 


AHO Oe 


of valuable land in Erin Township, is ranked 

among its progressive and intelligent farm- 
ers, and has been a resident of this section since 
the spring of 1849. That he possesses taste and 
means is exemplified in the view of his snug home- 
stead on another page of this work. Like many 
who took the first steps toward the development of 
Northern Illinois, he comes of excellent Pennsyl- 
vania stock, and was born in Union County, that 
State, March 26, 1838. 
Elizabeth (Phillips) Kailey, were natives of Leba- 


Sea KAILEY, proprietor of 250 acres 


His parents, Solomon and. 





non County, Pa., at least it is believed that the 
mother was born there, and it is known for a cer- 
tainty that the father was. They were married in 
their native county, whence they soon afterward 
removed to take up their residence in Union County. 
In the latter they built up a good homestead, and 
continued to reside until the fall of 1849. Then 
gathering together their household goods and break- 
ing loose from old friends and associations, they 
migrated westward, and pitched their tents ata 
point near Cedarville, this county, and in what is 
now Dakota Township. Two years later, however, 
they removed to what was afterward laid out as 
Buckeye Township, where the father built up an- 
other home from the uncultivated soil, and where 
both parents spent the remainder of their lives. 
The death of Solomon Kailey. occurred March 19, 
1867. The mother survived her husband a little 
over seventeen years, her death taking place on the 
8th of August, 1884, at the old homestead near 
Cedarville. 

The children of Solomon and Elizabeth Kailey, 
ten in number, are recorded as follows: Joseph 
during the late war enlisted in Co. A, 11th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., and yielded up his life for his country at the 
siege of Ft. Donelson; Noah, also a sacrifice to the 
exigencies of war, was a member of Co. G, 125th 
N. Y. Vol. Inf., and after the battle of the Wilder- 
ness. in which he participated, was never more 
heard from; John and Samuel died when quite 
young; Catherine became the wife of Jonathan 
Nittle, of Freeport, and died there about 1877; 
Sarah J., the wife of Frederick Englebert, died in 
Kansas about 1875; George W. is in Lawrence 
County, Mo. The others were Emanuel, John C. 
and Elizabeth A. 

Mr. Kailey spent his childhood and youth amid 
the scenes of country life, remaining in his native 
county in Pennsylvania until the removal of his 
father’s family to this State. He was then a lad 
twelve years of age, and became entirely familiar 
with the vicissitudes of pioneer life. His school 
advantages were extremely limited, and at an early 
age he began to assist in the maintenance of the 
family by making himself useful upon the farm, 
and supplying the place of a hired hand. When 
twenty-three years of age, the war being in prog- 














o> ~<e 














310 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








ress, he enlisted in 1862 as a Union soldier, in Co. 
G, 93d Ill. Vol. Inf., serving as a private thirty-one 
months, and by his faithful attention to duty 
receiving the approval of his superior officers and 
the respect of his comrades. He had participated 
in many important battles, and in the fight with 
the rebels in the mountains near Altoona, Ga., Oct. 
5, 1864, was seriously wounded, and never fully 
recovered, his discharge being effected on account 
of the injuries received. He was also present at 
the battle of Champion Hills near Vicksburg, and 
was there wounded in the head by two buckshot. 
At Altoona he was shot in the hip by a minie ball. 
After retiring from the army Mr. Kailey returned 
to his home in this county, and resumed farming 
on his father’s land one year. He then engaged in 
drilling wells, at which business he became an ex- 
pert, and followed it successfully for a period of 
fourteen years in Stephenson and adjoining coun- 
ties. In the meantime he also dealt in agricultural 
implements and pumps at Lena. Subsequently he 
abandoned this department of trade, and estab- 
lished himself with a stock of dry-goods at Lena 
in company with Henry Rife, under the firm name 
of Rife & Kailey. He continued with his partner 
four years, then sold out and wisely invested the 
proceeds in a part of the land which comprises his 
present homestead 

The marriage of Mr. Kailey was celebrated in 
the city of Freeport, Iil., Oct. 26, 1865, the lady of 
his choice being Miss Teresa Bitz. Mrs. Kailey 
was born in the Province of Baden, near Heidel- 
berg, Germany, March 1, 1846, and came with her 
parents to this country when a young child, about 
1853. They proceeded directly westward, taking 
up their abode in West Point Township, this 
county, where the father purchased a tract of land, 
and where he spent the remainder of his life, dying 
in about 1878. The mother afterward removed to 
the home of a daughter, where her death took place 
in 1885. 

The children of our.subject were Carrie E., Will- 
iam E., Lulu, Mabel, Bertha (the two latter de- 
ceased), and two babes who died unnamed. Mr. 
Kailey has held the various offices of his township, 
is a solid Republican, politically, and socially, be- 
longs to William Goddard Post No. 258, G. A. R. 





He is also a member of the Masonic fraternity. 
The parents of Mrs. Kailey, Jacob and Teresa 
Bitz, had a family of eight children, seven of whom 
lived to mature years. They were named Teresa, 
Jacob,. Katie, Aunie, Lizzie, Emma, Frederick and 
Sarah. Mrs. Kailey was the eldest of the family. 
Jacob during the late Civil War enlisted in Co. F, 
92d Ill. Vol. Inf., and was killed near Kingston, 
Ga., by bushwhackers, upon his refusal to become 
their prisoner. The remainder of the children liv- 
ing are residing in various parts of this county. 


1090 OHO 


|}OHN 8S. PHILLIPS, a gentleman of good 
| education and more than ordinary ability, 
is one of the most valued factors of the 
\ - farming community.in Waddams Township 
and the proprietor of a comfortable home on sec- 
tion 30. His birthplace was Hamburg, Berks Co., 
Pa., and the date thereof Nov. 5, 1829. His fa- 
ther, John W., and his grandfather, Jacob Phillips, 
were natives of the same State, the former also 
born in Berks County. They were of German an- 
cestry, and Jacob Phillips, a blacksmith by trade, 
followed this occupation until within a few years 
of his death, when he purchased a farm eight miles 
west of Hamburg, and there spent the remainder 
of his days in the peaceful pursuits of agriculture. 
His wife was also a native of Pennsylvania. ‘They 
reared a family of sons and daughters who were 
carefully trained to habits of industry, and John 
W., who became the father of our subject, learned 
the blacksmith trade of his father and followed it a 
number of years in his native State. 
The father of our subject emigrated from Penn- 
sylvania to Illinois in about 1847, locating on a 


farm in East Hanover Township, Lebanon County. 


He there carried on agriculture and blacksmithing 
until 1851, then exchanged the property for a 
smaller farm in the same county, which he occu- 
pied seven years. Afterward, selling out, he 
came to Illinois and purchased a farm in Waddams 
Township, this county, upon which he remained 
until his death, in 1876. The mother of our sub- 
ject, before her marriage, was Miss Sibilla Schad, 
of Berks County, Pa. John S., of our sketch, was 
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the eldest son born of this union, and inherited in 
a marked degree the natural energy of his sire. He 
commenced at an early age to assist his father in 
the shop, and became quite an expert in the use of 
the sledge. In the meantime he also attended 
school, and wisely took up the study of German, 
of which he became master and.in which he is still 
proficient. Afterward he attended an English 
school, and being naturally bright and fond of his 
books, was provided with a better education than 
usual among the lads of that section. After reach- 
ing his majority he started out in life for himself, 
coming to this State in 1851. In the fall of the 
year following he learned the carpenter trade, and 
afterward returned to Pennsylvania, where for 
several .months he visited among the friends of his 
boyhood while he occupied himself at his trade as 
opportunity offered. In 1854 he returned to Wad- 
dams Township, this county, and leased one acre 
of land, upon which he put up a dwelling and pre- 
pared to establish a permanent home. In 1857 he 
was enabled to purchase the land upon which his 
house stood, and continued at carpentering, saving 
what he could of his earnings until he was enabled 
to purchase ninety-four acres of land. This was 
located in Waddams Township, and he subsequently 
traded it for the farm he now owns and occupies. 
This also includes ninety-four acres, which is un- 
der a good state of cultivation, with a substantial 
stone house which he built himself and all neces- 
sary out-buildings in the rear. 

“The lady who was the close companion and 
helpmeet of our subject for a period of nearly thirty 
years was formerly Miss Sarah Price, and she be- 
came his wife Dec. 29, 1854. Mrs. Phillips was 
born in Snyder County, Pa., in 1828, and was the 
daughter of Daniel and Hannah Price, natives of 
Pennsylvania, where they spent their entire lives. 
Mrs. Phillips departed this life at her home in 
Waddams Township, Feb. 16, 1881, aged fifty-two 
years, six months and twelve days. Of her union 
with our subject there were born five children: 
John operates a farm in Waddams Township; Han- 
nah §. is the wife of Nathaniel Klock, who is also 
farming in Waddams Township; Daniel is a resident 


of Winslow Township and Samuel of Waddams; 


James M., the first born, died in infancy. Mr. 





Phillips was reared in the doctrines of the Lutheran 
Church, to which he has faithfully adhered since a 
boy. His second marriage took place Aug. 15, 
1885. His present wife was formerly. Miss Lovina 
Price, a native of Pennsylvania, and the daughter 
of Jacob Price. 

The home and all its surrounding® indicate the 
refined and cultivated tastes of the proprietor, who 
keeps himself well posted on all the topics of the 
day, and while each year adds something to the 
embellishment of his homestead, by a thorough 
course of reading there is also something added 
to his store of knowledge. 

The Phillips homestead, which is reproduced on 
auother page by the careful pencil of the litho- 
graphic artist, bears fair comparison with the ad- 
jacent country residences of an industrious and 
intelligent class of people. 


VARANASI 


OHN F. KNORR comes from old Pennsyl- 

vania stock, his parents being John and 

Mary (Deihl) Knorr, both of whom were 

natives of the Keystone State. In 1856 
they left their native soil and came West, settling 
in Florence Township, this county, where they re- 
sided until the death of the father, which occurred 
while on a visit in Nebraska, in September, 1885. 
Mrs. Knorr is still living, and is a resident of 
Florence Township. They were the parents of 
seven children, all of whom grew up to mature 
years. John F. Knorr was the eldest of the family, 
and was born in Berks County, Pa., on the 9th of 
May, 1837. When about eighteen years of age he 
concluded to leave Pennsylvania and go to Ross 
County, Ohio, where he resided for two years. 
The conditions there not being as favorable as he 
anticipated, and desiring to go further west, he 
moved on to Stephenson County, where he. has 
since resided. He has secured himself a model 
farm of 120 acres, and its yield is suflicient to 
make him content and prosperous. 

On the 25th of December, 1862, Mr. Knorr was 
united in marriage with Miss Sarah Empey, daugh- 
ter of Anthony and Betsy (Dyer) Empey, who 
were natives of New York. ‘They emigrated to 
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Stephenson County in 1856 and settled in Loran 
Township, where they have since resided. During 
their entire residence in Stephenson County they 
have been successfully engaged in farming. They 
had one son and one daughter, the latter the wife 
of the subject of this sketch, who was born in Oneida 
County, N. Y., Aug. 31, 1837. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knorr are the parents of four children—Sophronia 
V., Anthony F., Thomas J. and Lulu M. Sophro- 
nia is the wife of Palmer Kemper, and resides in 
Kansas; they have two children, named John D. 
and Goldie $. Mr. Knorr is known as a solid Dem- 
ocrat, and for his fidelity to his party has been re- 
warded with a school directorship and other offices 
of Loran Township. 


NK. A\ RS. CELESTIA A. STAVER, widow of 
Jonathan M. Staver, and daughter: of 
Thomas and Louisa (Granis) Bowen, is a 

_ native of Vermont, where her birth took 
place Feb. 18, 1836. Thomas Bowen was one of 
the early settlers of Green County, Wis., to which 
he removed when a young man from his native 
place, Johnstown, Fulton Co., N. Y., after his mar- 
riage. In November, 1835, he started for the West 
and spent the winter in Michigan, whence he pro- 
ceeded in March of the following year to Wiscon- 


sin. There he selected a claim in what is now - 


Clarno Township, Green County, and drew lumber 
from Galena, Ill., with which to build a house. He 
had made the journey by himself. In the spring 
he was joined by his wife and her brother, John 
Granis. The journey was made overland, through 
acountry but sparsely settled. Monroe, Wis., now 
a flourishing city, was not then started, and at 
Freeport there was but one building, a store, which 
supplied the few settlers around with the necessa- 
ries which they could not well do without. The 
Indians had but just vacated the land upon which 
Mr. Bowen settled. After being joined by his 
family he proceeded with renewed courage to the 
establishment of a permanent home, and in time, 
having improved a fine farm of 309 acres, he put up 
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substantial buildings, planted fruit and shade trees, 
and added everything required for the comfort of 
himself and family. He thus lived and labored 
until past the age of threescore years and ten, his 
death taking place in October, 1883, when he was 
seventy-three years old. His wife, Louisa, also a 
native of New York, died at the homestead in 1854. 
They were people who exercised a decided influ- 
ence upon the community around them, and were 
noted for their honesty of purpose and kindness of 
heart. 

After the death of her mother Mrs. C. Staver re- 
mained with her father until her marriage, March 
24,1861. Her husband, Jonathan M., was born in 
Centre County, Pa., Sept. 21, 1834, and was the 
son of Frederick Staver, a native of the same 
county. When eighteen years of age he left home 
and located in Green County, the same State, where 
he purchased a farm of 250 acres in Cady Town-: 
ship, upon which he located with his wife after 
their marriage, and which they occupied until 1875. 
In the spring of that year they sold out and pur- 
chased the present homestead of Mrs. C. A. Staver. 
Mr. Staver lived only a little over a year after tak- 
ing possession of this later purchase, closing his 
eyes to the scenes of earth April 4, 1876, after an 
illness of seven months. The seven children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. S. are all living but one, and are 
residents of Winslow Township. Oscar and George 
B. are married and engaged in farming; Mary B. is 
a teacher in the public schools; James B., Perry B. 
and Alma L. are at home with their mother. 

When Mrs. Staver was left a widow her eldest 
child was but fourteen-years old. For a time it 
seemed as if the care involved in looking after the 
large estate and the interests of her children was a 
task greater than she could. accomplish, but she 
bravely rallied from her bereavement, and proved 
herself equal to the emergency. In her manage- 
ment of the farm and the training and education of 
her children, she has exhibited a discretion and 
forethought truly admirable. The estate includes 
426 acres of land under a good state of cultivation, 
and supplied with two sets of farm buildings. The 
stock and machinery are of first-class description, 
and the immediate surroundings of the residence 
give evidence of the refined tastes and ample means 
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pertaining thereto. The homestead, in all its ap- 
pointments, comprises one of the most attractive 
features in Winslow Township, and one upon which 
the eye of the passing traveler dwells with atten- 
tive admiration. 


PE ODDIE Sai 


OL. GEORGE WALKER, of Dakota. The 

G grandfather of our subject was probably 

born in Ireland, and came of Irish parent- 

age. He was unmarried when he came to the 

United States, and after settling in Pennsylvania 

he there married a lady of German descent; they 
both died in the Keystone State. 

The father of our subject, Philip Walker, was 
born in Northampton County, Pa., and there reared 
and educated. He married Miss E. Barbara Brown, 
who was of American parentage and was born in 
Northampton County. The Brown family were 
large, strong and stout people, while the Walkers 
were persons who were short and stout. After 
the marriage of Philip Walker, about 1801, he went 
to Centre County, and there resided until his death, 
in 1854, at the age of eighty-three years or there- 
abouts. Where he had made settlement, later be- 
came divided into what is now known as Clinton 
County. He was a man of-very amiable disposi- 
tion, and a successful farmer and influential citizen. 
' His wife survived him some years, and died about 
1864, within a month of being eighty-five years of 
age. She was the mother of nine children, four 
sons and five daughters, our subject being the sixth 
child. 

Three of the children are yet living, namely: 
George; Susan, who is the widow of Daniel Wisor, 
recently murdered by a desperado while he was 
performing his official duty as Marshal of Valley 
Falls, Kan.; Mrs. Wisor makes her home in Valley 
Falls, and is aged sixty-two. The brother’s name 
is Philip, Jr., and he is now living on part of the old 
homestead in Clinton County, Pa., aged sixty- 
seven years, 

The early life of our subject was spent at home. 
He reeeived a good education and was a close stu- 
dent, acquiring a large fund of information from 
his readings. By reason of the commanding posi- 





tion he took in the county, in 1831 he was made 
First Lieutenant of the home militia, held the office 
for five years, and was made Captain of the 10th 
Company of the 111th Pennsylvania State militia. 
He acquitted himself so ably in this office for a per- 
iod of seven years that he was made Lieutenant 
Colonel of the same regiment. Here he continued 
for seven years, the three last as aid-de-camp of 
Gov. Shunk, the Staté Executive. 

In the fall of 1849 Col. Walker came to Illinois, 
taking up his location in Rock Run Township. 
This was before the era of railroads, and the Col- 
onel came overland, using that useful vessel in 
general service at that time, a prairie schooner, 
which was propelled by animal power, and re- 
quired five weeks to make the journey overland. 
On landing here the Colonel secured 380 acres of 
land, which he got directly from Uncle Sam. He 
began to make improvements here on section 19 
in Rock Run Township, although part of his land 
was in Ridott Township. He began on a pioneer 
scale to build himself a home, and first erected a 
low .building of one story and a half in height, 
and 13x21 feet in size, built of oak timber. After 
improving his house and land somewhat he moved 
to Dakota Township, locating on section 24, which 
was a tract of excellent land. Col. Walker lived 
on this farm until 1868, when he retired to the vil- 
lage of Dakota, purchasing a good property, upon 
which he erected a substantial dwelling. He also 
purchased other property in the village, which he 
still owns. His home in Dakota Township com- 
prises 160 acres of land located on section 24, on 
which there are good farm buildings. 

In 1836 our subject was married near his old home 
in Clinton County, Pa.; the lady was Miss Mary 
Gamble, a relative of the late Gen. John A. Gamble, 
and Judge James Gamble, of Lycoming County, 
Pa. She is the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth 
(Williamson) Gamble, of Cumberland County, Pa., 
of Scotch-Irish descent. They were farmers by oc- 
cupation. Her parents came to what is now Clin- 
ton County, then Centre County, where they lived 
some years,.and where the mother died when the 
daughter, Mrs. Walker, was eleven years old. Later 
on the father went to Monroe, Wis., and there died 
at threescore years of age. 


























314 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








Mrs. Walker was born in Centre County, now 
Clinton County, Pa., Dec. 16, 1816, and died at 
her home in Dakota, Iil., Aug. 16, 1883. The 
Colonel is the father of nine children, two of whom 
are now deceased: James W. and Franklin reside 
on a farm in Dakota Township; Catharine, wife of 
Emanuel Lambert, late of Pennsylvania, but now 
living with the Colonel, Mr. Lambert being a car- 
penter; John S. is a farmer living in Rock Grove 
Township; Nancy E., wife of farmer Sam Askey, 
residing in Montgomery County, Iowa; Amanda is 
the wife of Howard Barr, a farmer residing in Rock 
-Run Township; George V. married Miss Ora Kling- 
man. The deceased children are an infant and 
Emma S-. . 

The Colonel has been one of the live men of the 
township and county, and has held most of its of- 
fices. In politics he is an uncompromising and un- 
impeachable Jacksonian Democrat. His first vote 
was cast for that father of the Democracy, and he 
has continued steadfast in that faith ever since. 





ACOB HERSHEY, who came to this county 
from Pennsylvania in the spring of 1854, 
| owns and occupies a good farm on section 
33, of which he has been in possession for a 
period of thirty-five years. Mr. Hershey was born 
in Allegheny County, Pa., Sept. 27, 1824, and has 
been engaged in agricultural pursuits his entire 
life. Upon coming to this county he first located 
in Loran Township, where he resided until 1879, 
and then removed to Kansas. A year later, how- 
ever, be returned to Northern Illinois, under the 
impression that it was about the best section of 
country, he could find, and here determined to stay. 
He farmed in Loran Township until the spring of 
1883, then removed to Dakota and was a resident 
of that village for one and one-half years. After- 
ward he returned to the old home in Loran Town- 
ship, where he has since remained. He was the 
owner at one time of 320 acres, where he effected 
good improvements, but which he afterward sold. 
, Mr. Hershey was married near Canton, Ohio, to 
Miss Susannah Essig, and they became the parents 








of three children: John, the eldest son, married 
Miss Sophia Hasselmann, and is farming in Loran 
Township; Elizabeth is the wife of John P. 
Fiscus, and resides in Kansas; Susannah died when 
about five years old. Mrs. Hershey departed this 
life at her home in Loran Township, Feb. 27, 
1875. She was a faithful and careful wife and 
mother, and performed all her duties creditably in 
life, enjoying the affection of her family and the 
esteem of her neighbors. Mr. Hershey, politically, 
is a Republican, and religiously, a member in good 
standing of the Evangelical Church. 
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AMUEL OTTO is a successful general 
farmer, living near the limits of Dakota, 
aud located on section 36. He is amanof 
very energetic and decided character, and 

owes his success in life to his unfaltering industry 
and economy. His farm now consists of ninety- 
six acres of land which he has succeeded in well 
improving. His grandparents had a large family, 
his father being the third son of fifteen children, 
and his means of acquiring a good education were 
limited, but he availed himself of every oppor- 
tunity to add to his store of knowledge. The 
grandfather, Daniel Otto, was kept poor in main- 
taining his large family, and beyond giving his 
children a common-school education, could not fit 
them any better to encounter the battles of life. 
Samuel Otto’s father was born, probably, in 
Union County, Pa., and at an early age learned the 
carpenter’s trade. He chose a helpmate in the 
person of Miss Mary M. Narhood, a native of 
Pennsylvania, and their early married life was a 
succession of struggles. After some years they re- 
moved to Brush Valley, Indiana Co., Pa. This 
was on May 3, 1824. ‘The family are of German 
deséent, and our subject speaks German fluently. 
When Samuel Otto was a boy of thirteen years, he 
went with his parents to Clearfield and Armstrong 
Counties, Pa., and then went with them to Rich- 
land County, Ohio, as it now is. There the family 
lived for seven years, when on Nov. 14, 1845, they 
came to Stephenson County, and made a settlement 
in Lancaster Township, where they made their 
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home for some years. The county was then new, 


-and Mr. Otto after he had been here three years, 


entered eighty acres of land, where he now resides. 
His early career in this county was marked with 
severe hardships, and many times he split rails at 
fifty cents a hundred to earn the money with which 
to pay for the land he purchased. 

Mr. O. was married to Miss Ann C. Ilgen, in 1848. 
She was born and reared in Centre County,’ Pa., 
and when fifteen years of age came with her par- 
ents, George and Mary (Musser) Ilgen, to Illinois, 
where they located in Lancaster Township. Later 
on, Mr. Ilgen founded the town of Cedarville in 
this county, platting it, and our subject carrying 
the chain used in the survey. There Mr. LIgen 
and his wife died. 

Our subject after his marriage operated his 
present farm. His father was killed by accident 
on the railroad, northeast of Freeport. He is the 


- father of five children, three of whom are deceased, 


George, living at home, is a railroad man; John, 
who married Sadie Walker, also lives with his 
father. 

Mr. Otto and wife are members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and so respected is he in the 
county, that he has been Constable for twenty-three 
years, and has held other minor offices. He is a 
Prohibitionist, adhering to temperance principles 
and policy, and his life daily illustrates those prin- 
ciples. 





of a century a disposition has grown up, 

both in the mercantile and the professional 
world, to drift into specialties. Many years ago 
the merchant carried goods, including groceries, 
hardware, dry-goods and drugs, but to-day you 
will find each line of these goods distinct and sep- 
arate. Ordinarily the dry-goods merchant knows 
nothing of the shoe trade, and the successful hard- 
ware merchant would be entirely lost in a dry- 
goods or drug store. In times past, in our schools 
and colleges, one professor would teach four or five 
different branches, but in the changes of time these 
have all been separated, so that to each important 
branch of study, a professor especially trained for 


| EWIS B. PECK. Within the past quarter 





that department, is assigned. So in the practice of 
medicine, though not in so great a degree as in the 
business world, have specialists grown up for the 
treatment of special diseases, and it stands to rea- 
son. that one who has made a close study of a 
particular line of diseases, must better understand 
that disease than one who has attempted to master 
a knowledge of all. 

We are led to the above reflections because of 


‘the fact that Dr. Peck makes a specialty of treating 


cancers and tumors. He has been actively engaged 
in the practice of medicine for twenty-four years. 
He is a native of the State of New York, where he 
was born in Greene County, on the 9th of August, 
1825. His parents were-Tenant and Polly (Moore) 
Peck. His father was by occupation a farmer, and 
he moved to Stephenson County, Ill, about the 
year 1848, and settled in Florence Township, where 
the parents passed the remainder of theirdays. The 
father died March 21, 1866, aged eighty-four years, 
two months and seventeen days, having been born 
Jan. 4, 1782. The mother survived him, dying 
June 16, 1870, aged eighty-one years, eight months 
and twenty-one days, her birth taking place Sept. 
25, 1788. ; 

Dr. Peck grew to manhood in Greene County, 
N, Y., and was educated in the common schcols of 
the neighborhood, after which he became the stu- 
dent of Profs. Foote & Swift, both of whom were 
very noted physicians in their day. With these 
parties he acquired a knowledge of medicine and 
of his specialties. In 1845 he came to Stephenson 
County, Ill., and engaged in the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He continued in the 
ministry until 1863, when he began the practice of 
medicine, making the cure of cancers and tumors 
a specialty, tv which he has devoted his whole 
time. While engaged in the ministry in Loran, he 
was elected to the office of Pathmaster under pecu- 
liar circumstances. He had publicly declared that 
this was the only office he could be induced to 
hold. His fellow-citizens, more in jest than earnest, 
elected him to the position. He availed himself of 
his rights, and much to the discomfiture of those 
who elected him, secured an excellent road through 
a slough, where teams unnumbered had mired 
down during the years preceding his term of office. 
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To accomplish this, much work, in fact all the road 
laws of the State would permit, was exacted of his 
constituency. “The perfected road yet remains, a 
lasting monument to his incumbency in office. 

Dr. Peck’s first wife, Elizabeth Peck, died Jan. 5, 
1868, leaving four children, and he was _ subse- 
quently married again. Religiously, he is a mem- 
ber of the United Brethren Church. 


))EORGE W. LOVELAND, Justice of the 
G Peace at Ridott, and for many years prom- 
NA inent in the public affairs of this county, 
has been the incumbent of his present office for a 
period of twenty-six years. He came to this 
county in the spring of 1854, when a young man 
twenty-nine years of age, and since that time has 
been closely identified with the various interests 
which have served to build up its reputation as 
one of the most desirable sections of the State. 
He first located at what was known as Nevada, 
where he established a general store and traded in 
all kinds of merchandise, including grain and pro- 
visions. ‘Three years later he turned his attention 
to other matters and became agent at this point 
for the Northwestern Railroad, and also officiated as 
Postmaster. The Northwestern Company, in 
1860, removed their station and office to Ridott 
and gave Mr. Loveland a lot near by, at the same 
time constituting him their agent at the new sta- 
tion. where he also became Postmaster. In 1864, 
he resigned the post-office, but continued with the 
company six years. Subsequently he established a 
livery stable and hotel and was, in 1862, elected 
Justice of the Peace. which office he has since held, 
and sinve 1884 has given to it his entire time and 
attention. 

Mr. Loveland, in 1869, wisely invested a portion 
of his surplus capital in a quarter section of land 
in Rock Run Township, and afterward purchased 
forty acres of timber in Ridott Township; of this he 
still retains possession, and also has city property 
in Freeport, besides his residence in Ridott. His 
early years were spent in Madison County, N. Y., 
where his birth took place at the country home of 





his parents, Dec. 31, 1825. His father, Joel Love- 


land, a native of Massachusetts, was of New En- 


gland parentage and the son of George W. Love- 
land, Sr., a carpenter and joiner by trade who, later 
in life, engaged in farm pursuits and spent his last 
years in the Bay State. Joel, the father of our 
subject, subsequently removed with his widowed 
mother to Madison County, N. Y. The paternal 
grandmother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Mercy Webster. Her death took place in Madison 
County after she had passed her eightieth birthday. 
Joel Loveland also learned the trade of a carpenter 
and superintended the building of the Madison 
University, at Hamilton, N. Y., laying its founda- 
tions in 1836. 

The father of our subject was married in early 
manhood to Miss Hannah Brownell, and they com- 
menced life together on a farm in Madison County, 
where they spent the remainder of their days. 
Neither lived to an advanced age, the mother 
dying before forty years of age and the father 
when forty-two. At the time of his father’s death 
our subject was a youth of eighteen years and soon 
afterward commenced his more serious struggle 
with the world. He had been fairly educated and 
first employed himself at farming. He was mar- 
ried at Morrisville, Jan. 20, 1849, to Miss Lucy J. 
Watson, a native of Madison County, born and 
reared in Hamilton. Her birth took place Dec. 14, 
1827. She came West with her husband and died 
at their home in Ridott Township, Jan. 9, 1882. 
She was a lady of the highest Christian character 
and the daughter of David Watson, who, with his 
estimable wife, spent the greater part of his life on 
a farm in Madison County, N. Y., where the 
decease of both occurred. The paternal grand- 
father of Mrs. Loveland served in the Revolution- 
ary War, participating in many of its important 
battles. The wife of our subject at the time of 
her death was a member of the Universalist Church 
at Pecatonica. She had but two children, both 
sons: Clarence L. married Miss Charlotte Eddy, 
and is a passenger conductor on the Northwestern 
Railroad; he was born May 14, 1850, in Madison 
County, N.- Y., and is at present a resident of 
Freeport. George R. also makes his headquarters 
in that city; he married Miss Lena Moyer, of 
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Ridott, and represents the Robinson Buggy Works, 
throughout this and other States. 

Mr. Loveland is a solid Republican, politically, 
and has been Road Commissioner of Ridott Town- 
ship for fifteen years. 


SN tne 


HOMAS HUNT, the subject of the follow- 
ing biography, a resident of Ridott Town- 
ship, has been widely and favorably known 


throughout this county for over forty years. He- 


came here in the pioneer days and at once identi- 
fied himself with the labors and hopes of the early 
settlers, having in common with them only his 
strong hands and brave heart with which to com- 
mence the battle of life. The main points of a 
history more than ordinarily interesting are sub- 
stantially as follows::- 


Mr. Hunt was born on the other side of the At-. 


lantic, in Nottingham, England, June 26, 1818. 
His father, Joseph Hunt, was a hair dresser by trade, 
and spent the greater part of his life in his native 
town of Nottingham, whence he removed a few 
years before his death to Derbyshire. Our subject 
at that time was a lad nine years of age. Early in 
life he began to earn his own living, his widowed 
mother having been left with but a small property. 
Thomas grew to manhood in his native shire and 
learned the trade of baker and confectioner, which 
he followed until 1842, when he decided to seek 
his fortune in the New World. 

In the meantime Mr. Hunt had been married 
and now, accompanied by his wife, joined the Owen 
Colony, who, on the 21st of June, 1842, embarked 
on a sailing-vessel from Liverpool, and braved the 
dangers of an ocean voyage in the hope of some- 
thing better in the future. The design of the 


Owen Colony, which was known as the Universal ’ 


Community Society of Rational Religionists, and 
possessed peculiar religious ideas, was to enlarge 
their possessions and at the same time establish 
their belief and add to their membership as tapidly 
as possible. They came to this State and located 
in Ridott Township, taking up their abode on a 
timber tract, where they lived after the simple man- 
ner of their faith, and cultivated the soil for their 





maintenance. They did not prosper, however, 
as well as they had hoped, and finally disbanded. 
Mr. Hunt and Mrs. Fairburn, of Ridott, are the 
only living members of the community. The for- 
mer still clings to his early beliefs. 

Mr. Hunt, with the exception of his mother, who 
accompanied him, is the only member of his father’s 
family who came to America. His first wife was 
formerly Miss Mary Kirk, a native of his own 
county in England, and the daughter of a highly 
respectable family. This lady became the mother 
of twelve children, and after remaining the faithful 
companion of her husband fora period of more 
than forty years, departed this life at the homestead 
in 1882, mourned by her husband and family as 
their best friend and most faithful counselor, who 
by her blameless life had secured their undying 
respect and affection. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he 
was matried June 11, 1887, was formerly Mrs. 
Agnes E. (Colburn) Burdick, daughter of Horace 
D. Colburn, a native of New York State, who came 
to Illinois in 1836, and was among the earliest set- 
tlers of Ridott Township. He was a gentleman of 
fine business capacities, a millwright by trade, and 
in the early days superintended the erection of 
most of the mills of Northern Llinois. His. wife 
was Miss Eliza Paddock, who became the mother 
of three children. Mrs. Hunt is a lady of raré in- 
telligence and completed her education in Rockford 
Seminary, being one of the first graduates from 
that institution. She taught school for a number 
of years and also gave lessons in music, in which 
she excels. Of her first marriage there were born 
two children. Her former husband, Delos Bur- 
dick, was an early settler and successful farmer of 
Ridott Township, where he was held in the highest 
respect for his sterling worth and upright business 
methods. 

The traveler in passing through Ridott Town- 
ship cannot fail to note the finely cultivated farm 
and the stately residence of Thomas Hunt, which 
forms one of the most attractive spots in the land- 
scape of Stephenson County. The dwelling is a. 
very large structure, built of solid stone, and has 
been standing for over thirty-five years. In the 
pioneer days it was a favorite place for public 
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gatherings, being supplied with a dance hall and 
capable of entertaining a large number of people. 
It is located on the old State road on section 4, and 
the hospitality of the pioneer times still lingers 
under its roof, where. Mr. Hunt delights in meeting 
‘the friends and companions who are left from the 
early days. Although energetic and industrious 
by nature he has given much attention to the im- 
provement of his mind, and is well posted upon 
the“events of the day. He is of commanding ap- 
pearance and the strong points of his character are 
marked in the lines of his countenance, which 
beams kindly upon his friends while at the same 
time he frowns upon wrong-doing, and has always 
made his simple love of justice one of his leading 
characteristics. Although now quite well ad- 
vanced in years. Mr. Hunt manages his farm and 
his business affairs with his old-time good judg- 
ment,and keeps up the early reputation of the 
homestead, its stock and itsfarm machinery. The 
estate embraces nearly 600 acres of land. which he 
began building up from the first purchase of eighty 
acres from the Government. He presents a fine 
illustration of the self-made man who. by his native 
energy and resolution, overcame great obstacles, 
and now lives in the enjoyment of the most pro- 
found respect of the people of Stephenson County. 

Weare proud to have secured the portrait of Mr. 
Hunt to aid in the embellishment of this work, 
which otherwise would not have been considered 
complete by the scores of old-time friends who 
have known him so long and learned to admire his 
character. 

a —— 


y MANUEL MISHLER. Both in age and 
E point of residence the subject of this sketch, 

who isa retired farmer, living upon section 
31, is one of the oldest citizens of Stephenson Coun- 


ty. He is the son of John and Maria (Rinehold) - 


Mishler, who were born in Lancaster County, Pa., 
the father on the 20th of January, 1788, the mother 
on the 17th of July, 1789. After marriage they 
settled in their native county, where they reared 
their family and lived until their death. The mother 
passed away March 24, 1877; the father preceded 
her Oct. 10, 1875. 





The father of our subject was a stock-dealer and 
farmer, and his family consisted of ten children, 
eight boys and two girls, of whom the subject of this 
sketch was the sixth child. Emanuel was born in 
Lancaster County, Pa., Sept. 13,1822. At the age 
of sixteen he was thrown from a horse, and his left 
arm was broken, which accident for a considerable 
time unfitted him for work. He served an appren- 
ticeship of two and one-half years at the tailor 
trade, followed it while in Pennsylvania, and since 
his residence in Stephenson County he has at in- 
tervals engaged in that occupation. In 1844 Mr. 
Mishler left his native State and moved to Summit 
County, Ohio, where he worked at his trade for 
two and one-half years, then removed to Elkhart 
County, Ind., where he also followed his trade, and 
engaged in farmingin asmallway. In May, 1850, 
he concluded to go further West, and after spend- 
inga month or more in Iowa, and finding that there 
was no convenient market, he retraced his steps as 
far as Stephenson County, Ill., and in June of that 
year bought a tract of 240 acres of land in Kent 
Township, where he has since lived and given his 
attention principally to agricultural pursuits, in- 
cluding the raising of stock. The measure of his 
success can be gauged by the fact that he now owns 
465 acres of land, most of which is under cultiva- 
tion. His farm buildings are ample and commodi- 
ous. Having reached an age when one must hus- 
band his strength, he has relinquished the active 
management of his farm, and leased it to other par- 
ties, and is now living a quiet and retired life. 

Mr. Mishler was married in Summit County, 
Ohio, Sept. 10, 1845, to Miss Susanna, daughter of 
Joseph and Mary (Palmer) Mishler. Her father 
was born in Juniata County, Pa., and her mother 
in Hagerstown, Md. They settled in Stark County, 
Ohio, and afterward moved, first to Miami, and 
then to Summit County, in which latter county 
they passed away. ‘They had twelve children, eight 
boys and four girls. Mrs. Mishler was the fourth 
child. She was born in Stark County, Ohio, on the 
2d of March, 1825. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Mishler became the parents 
of ten children: Maria, born May 18, 1846; Joseph, 
who died in infancy; Elizabeth Day, born Nov. 
24, 1850; John F., Jan. 7, 1853; Phares, Sept. 2, 
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1855; Calvin H., Aug. 21, 1857; James L., Feb. 4, 
1860; Susie S., Jan. 2, 1862; Levi, Dec. 10, 1864; 
Marcus, Dee. 12, 1867. Levi died Aug. 11, 1886, 
in Elmwood, Neb., Maria is the. wife of William 
Boop, and resides in Kent Township; Elizabeth J., 
Mrs. Isaac M. Royer, resides in Cass County, Neb.; 
her husband died there in June, 1883; she is Post- 
mistress of that village, and also proprietor of a 
small store. John F. married Eva Stafford, and re- 
sides in Kent Township; Phares lives in Hagers- 
town, Md.; Calvin married Louisa Miller, and 
resides in Iowa; James L. resides at home, as 
do also Susie and Marcus. Mr. Mishler has held 
the offices of Highway Commissioner, ‘Town- 
ship Assessor, School Trustee, and Director. He 
is a member of: the religious body known as the 
United Brethren of Christ, and Mrs. M. is connected 
with the Dunkard Church. The Mishler family is 
remarkable for longevity. Of the children of John 
and Maria, no deaths have occurred, and the young- 
est child is now fifty-three years of age. 

Two remarkable circumstances of the family of 
Mishlers of whom our subject constitutes one, are 
as follows: there was but three days’ difference in 
the ages of the father and mother at the time of their 
death, and but two days’ difference in‘ the ages of 
two of their sons at the time of their death. In 
politics Mr. Mishler is an. independent Democrat; 
his sympathies are usually with the party, but when 
that party enunciates a principle or performs an 
act which he does not endorse, he invariably “kicks 
over the traces.” 

The strong and earnest character of Mr. Mishler 
is fully depicted in the finely executed lithographic 
portrait which is rightfully placed among the other 
strong men of Stephenson County. 


/OSHUA K. BOMGARDNER is a worthy 





- 


and successful farmer living in Oneco Town-- 


| ship. He was born in Cambria County, Pa., 
©) in 1837. His father, Joseph Bomgardner, 
was a native of Somerset County, that State, and 
lived with his parents until he became of age, work- 
ing on the farm and otherwise being employed at 
hard labor to support himself and get ahead in the 





world. The first independent job of young Joseph 
was making rails, splitting them at thirty-seven 
cents a hundred, and taking his pay in iron ore 
which he converted into iron and then welded into 
chains. His occupation at this time was very 
varied. He was still young when he went to the 
mountains of Pennsylvania, and taking up a claim 
there, made‘a covering of spruce boughs where- 


- with to protect himself from the wild animals. The 
‘third year after leaving home he married Miss 


Catherine Kring, a daughter .of German -parents. 
Her father ran a still-hotse, and was also a farmer 
in Pennsylvania, and a prominent man of the town- 
ship where he lived. Joseph Bomgardner threshed 
grain with the old-time “flail,’ the only known 
method at that time of separating the wheat from 
the chaff. In the first year of his married life he 
began clearing a farm, twelve miles northeast of 
Johnstown, Pa., and Catherine, his wife, helped in 
the clearing, and when not thus engaged, spun and 
wove the clothes for the family, and was a noted 
midwife. They lived there until they came West. 
Mr. B. also ran a sawmill on his Pennsylvania 
farm. He had 125 acres of land cleared, and 100 
acres of timber. This he sold at a sacrifice, and 
came to Buckeye Township, this county, and 
stopped with his brother Samuel who had preceded 
him three years before. Mr. Bomgardner also had 
a son who came to this county about eighteen 
months prior to the arrival of the father. On com- 
ing to this county, Joseph Bomgardner bought the 
farm which our subject now occupies, and where 
he spent the remainder of his life, dying on the 
30th of July, 1880. On his journey from Johns- 
town here, he came via the canal to Pittsburgh, 
and then via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to 
Savanna, Ill, and from the latter-named place 
by team to Buckeye Township, this county. He 
was a devout Christian from boyhood; had been 
ordained a minister, and preached in private 
houses on his journey, and did much good to the 
people with whom he came in contact. Every Sun- 
day during the latter days of his life, he always 
preached a sermon. He belonged to the United 
Brethren Church, as did also his wife, arid was a 
Democrat in politics until Fremont ran for Presi- 
dent on the Republican ticket, when he became a 
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convert to the new party and continued so until 
his death. For some time he was Overseer of the 
Poor, and persons in indigent circumstances always 
aroused his pity and sympathy. 

Joseph Bomgardner was an expert hunter and 
sportsman, and many a deer. has fallen in this 
county, as well as in Pennsylvania, by his unerring 
aim. He sold the venison which he killed, and 
peddled sugar which he made from thejsap of trees, 
until he had earned enough money to start in life. 
He never received one ceut from his father or 
mother, and by his own efforts maintained a family 
of cight children, and of these our subject was the 
seventh. - ° 

Joshua K. Bomgardner always lived at home, 
never leaving it except for about four weeks, which 
were spent in Iowa. He was-married to Miss Har- 
riet Wohlford, of Pennsylvania, Nov. 25, 1860. 
Her father, John Wohlford, was a blacksmith, who 
came to this county about 1843. Mrs. Bomgard- 
ner was at the time of her marriage twenty-three 
years old, and continued the faithful and affection- 
ate wife of our subject until June 6, 1866, the date 
of her demise. One child was the result of this 


_ marriage, Sarah Catherine, and she died March 4, 


1880. He was married the second time, Feb. 6, 
1868, to Miss Lucy Blaugh, of Ohio, who lived 
there until she was twenty-one years of age, and 
then moved to Hlinois, in which State she was mar- 
ried. On her mother’s side her parents were En- 
glish, but as far back as known her father’s folks 
were natives of Pennsylvania. Her mother’ was 
her father’s second wife, but le had his third wife 
when he died. Lucy Bomgardner was born May 
27, 1846. Her father was a preacher as well as a 
carpenter and mason. He built his own house be- 
fore he was married, and moved his bride into it. 
He by his three. wives had nine children, all of 
whom are living but one. 

Our subject is the father of four children, all of 
whom live at home. ‘These are Ida M., Emma J., 
Moses M. and Mary F., who were borne to him by 
the second wife. Both heads of the family belong 
to the United Brethren Church, and fill offices in 
the same. He is a Class-Leader, and has been en- 
gaged in Sunday-school work since he was four- 





teen years old. Mr. Bomgardner was a Republican | 


until St. John was nominated on the Prohibition 
ticket, since which time he has cast his lot, politi- 
cally, with the party having temperance views. 
The family is one of the oldest and most promi- 
nent in this township, where Mr. Bomgardner has 
won a reputation as a sober and upright citizen. 
The life of our subject has been full of hard- 
ships, and he has surmounted seeming impossibil- 
ities by dint of his determined character. Chicago 
was the nearest market for farm produce, and he 
got his wheat ground at Cedarville, hauling his 
flour and delivering it from house to house at 
Doddsville, Mineral Point and Galena. He ped- 
dled hundreds of bushels of potatoes, getting for 


‘them five cents a peck, which at this time seems a 


marvelously low price. Coming home from one of 
these trips our subject’s brother David was drowned 
near Winslow while trying to ford Honey Creek. 
Most marketing was done then by team, Mr. B. 
making six or seven tripsa year. He camped out on 
these trips, there being no hotels or places of enter- 
tainment, and he was forced to subsist on such 
accommodations as his wagon afforded. Mr. Bom- 
gardner is now living on the old homestead, which 
he bought from the heirs.. His possessions here 
comprise 235 acres, and he also owns forty acres of 
timber in Wisconsin, besides 135 acres in Buckeye 
Township, and about nine acres of bottom land. 
He rents his Buckeye farm. 


== — +3. 


HARLES BETTS, whose name is familiarly 
G known throughout the eity of Freeport and 


vicinity, is a native of the Empire State, 
having been born at Batavia, Genesee County, 
June 13, 1825. Without the advantages of a col- 
legiate education, he improved his early opportuni- 
ties for study, and while still a youth entered 
the law office of Hons. Heman J. Redfield and 


* Benjamin Pringle, who were then associated in 


partnership, and occupied a high position in the 
legal profession of New York State. He studied 
under the instruction of these eminent gentlemen 
for a time, and afterward became connected with 
the office of Hons. Isaac A. Verplank and John 
H. Martindale. The counsel and -assistance of 
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these distinguished attorneys had great influence 
in molding his character and educating him up to 
a high standard of excellence in the profession of 
his choice, and being honorable, high-minded and 
faithful, through his inbred moral principles he 
early gave evidence of his fitness for the high career 
to which he was subsequently called. ; 

Mr. Betts was esteemed and beloved not more 
tor his genial social qualities and the grace of his 
person, than for the brilliancy of his talents which 
began developing at an early age. The writer 
well remembers that at the greatest political mass 
meeting ever assembled in the United States, and 
numbering over 100,000 persons, on the 4th day 
of October, 1844, at Rochester, N. Y., one of 
the highly praised speakers on that occasion was 
the subject of our sketch. He then delivered 
his maiden speech, which in a marked degree 
pointed to a distinguished future. Three years 
later he was admitted to practice in the courts of 
New York State with the highest honors of his class, 
at Rochester, in December, 1847. The following 
year he emigrated to Illinois and located in the 
city of Freeport, where he has since resided en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession, and in 
which he has uniformly sustained a prominent and 
honorable position. 

In the political campaign of 1852, when quite a 
young man, Mr. Betts received unsolicited the 
nomination by the Whig party for Auditor Gen- 
eral of Illinois. He also took the stump in behalf 
of the party in that campaign, in which he rendered 
valuable service in support of the great principles 
he entertained. In the great political revolution 
of the country, in 1858, our subject finding that 
the principles which had divided the two great 
parties had become measurably obsolete and sus- 
pended by the all-absorbing question of slavery in 
the Territories, saw the great Whig party swallowed 
up by a new party, based upon the slavery ques- 
tion. Asan honorable, high-minded man, having 
no selfish political ends to serve, he believed that 
the success of the party, sectional in its character 
and based upon the single idea of slavery, would 
result in civil war and possibly dissolution of the 
Union. He readily indorsed the sentiments and 
principles of the lamented Hon. Stephen A. Doug- 








las, and remained the fast friend and’able supporter 
of that great statesman to the hour of his death. 
Convinced of the vital importance to his*country 
of this issue in the election campaign of 1860, few 
men in Illinois labored with pen and from rostrum 
with greater energy, eloquence and power to secure 
the election of Douglas than did the subject of our 
sketch. Since that time he has remained an active, 
energetic, able and eloquent expounder of the 
Demoeratic faith, as viewed from the standpoint 
of Jefferson, Jackson and Douglas. 

At the Congressional Convention of the Demo- 
cratic party in the famed Third Congressional 
District of Illinois—the E. B. Washburne district 
of 1870—Mr. Betts received without solicitation the 
appointment of standard bearer of his party, and ef- 
fected a highly commendable result_‘against his 
Republican antagonist] in this district; where the 
candidate of his party two !years ‘previous’ was de- 
feated by 10,000 majority, and reduced ),that 
majority nearly one-half, signally demonstrating 
his deserved popularity. 

Mr. Betts, having a thorough contempt for the 
office-seeker, has uniformly declined public posi- 
tions which have been tendered him and which he 
would bave filled with honor and ability. Few 
men laboring in early years with like disadvantages 
have more signally achieved and deservedly ob- 
tained the esteem and confidence of their fellow- 
men than Hon. Charles Betts. Never in any 
instance has his ambition, although highly com- 
mendable, been known to overreach'his judgment 
or set aside the best interest of his State and 
county. He has carried his honors modestly, and has 
built up a record which his descendants will be 
proud to review in coming years. 


4g 


WA ANIEL L. BEAR was born in Lehigh 
) County, Pa., on _the’2d of May, 1834, and 
has been a resident of Stephenson County 

since boyhood. He is the son “of John’ 

Bear, a native of Lehigh County, Pa. The grand- 
father, was a native of Pennsylvania also. The 
great-grandfather and two brothers emigrated from 
Switzerland and settled in Lehigh County; after- 
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ward the two brothers went -South and settled. 
About five years ago when the subject of this 
sketch was in Missouri, he accidentally met one of 
the descendants of one of these men, and from him 
obtained the only intelligence ever had of either of 
the brothers who settled in the South. The great- 
grandfather was a pioneer settler of Lehigh County. 
The grandfather was born in that county, spending 
his entire life there. He was the father of a large 
family, of whom Mr. Bear’s father was the oldest 
boy. He was born in Lehigh County, in 1794, 
where he grew to manhood. He came to Stephen- 
son County overland with a pair of horses and one 
horse and carriage. He landed at Rock Grove 
where friends who had preceded had arranged for 
him a home, in which they lived until after hay cut- 
ting, when they removed to Long Hollow, where 
they resided in a neighbor’s house temporarily un- 
til they secured possession of a house he had 
bought in the spring, which they secured in the 
fall of 1842. There were two log cabins on the 
place, which were considered splendid residences 
in those days. This land was secured by saving a 
dollar, or fractions of a dollar, at a time, until 
he had-accumulated $50, which he expended 
in entering the land. In 1849 he built a new 
house. The products of his farm were disposed of 
in and around Galena. On these marketing trips 
they would go from house to house selling flour. 
Most of the grain in those days was threshed by 
the tramping process. He remained upon the 
tract of land he first entered until the time of his 
death, which occurred in 1850. He was always a 
hard-working man. What means he had left in the 
East were lost to him through treachery of friends 
to whom he loaned money. 

The subject of this sketch came to Stephenson 
County with his parents, and lived with them un- 
til his father’s death. In the summer of 1851 he 
worked on the Northwestern Railroad, near Free- 
port, but was compelled to return home in the fall 
on account of malarial diseases contracted. The 
wages he earned were paid to him in sums of $1 
and $2at a time, and it was a long time be- 
fore he received all his money. During the fol- 
lowing winter he was incapacitated from work on 
account of ague and other complications. In the 





spring of the next year he rented his father’s old 
home, his mother furnishing the money with which 


‘to purchase horses, wagons and other farm imple- 


ments. At the expiration of four years he re- 
newed the lease of this land for five years longer, 
but none-other than a verbal contract was exacted 
of him. During this time he purchased the eighty 
acres on which he now resides, where he has con- 
tinued to live since. By dint of industry and 
prudent economy, he has not only improved his 
land, but has from time to time added to it until 
he now possesses 438 acres, thirty-five of which is 
timber land. 

On the 6th of May, 1858, Mr. B. was married to 
Susannah Wohlford, who was the daughter of 
George Wohlford, and was born on the 25th of 
March, 1836. The marriage ceremony was per- 
formed by Rey. Miller, at Cedarville. They have 
had six children, all living—Lucy Ann, Mrs, Pot- 
ter; Aaron W., Peter D., Christian B., David G. 
and Jonathan H., the latter being twins. 

The measure of success in life attained by Mr. 
Bear, considering the disadvantages and drawbacks 
which confronted him in his early career, is above 
the average. He and his family are members of 
the United Brethren Church, and politically, he 
espouses and maintains the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. 


VV 0200 OYE DTI 


ON. JOHN H. ADDAMS, deceased. The 

) name of this late prominent and influential 
citizen of Stephenson County is held in the 
highest regard by a large proportion of her 
citizens to whom his form was familiar, and to 
whom his name was known as that of an especial 
benefactor. He was a man of more than ordinary 
ability, possessing a keen insight into human nature, 
and eminently qualified by the persistent qualities of 
his character to be a leader among those who had 
elected to develop a section of country possessing 
almost inexhaustible resources, and holding out the 
largest inducements to those not ashamed to labor, 


‘either with head or hands. 


The subject of this sketch was born in Berks 
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County, Pa., July 22, 1822. His father, Samuel 
Addams, a native of the same county, was a farmer 
by occupation, and spent his entire life in his 
native county. He married in early manhood 
Miss Catherine Huy, also a native of Berks County, 
and they became the parents of four sons and six 
daughters. Three of the sons and five of the 
daughters married and reared families. Samuel 
Addams, himself, was one of a family of six sons. 
John H., our subject, pursued his first studies in 
the common schools and later attended an academy 
at Trappe, Pa. His preceptor, imagining that he 
detected more than ordinary capacities in the 
bright and ambitious boy, endeavored to. still 
_ further incite him to noble effort, placing before 
him the desirability of the legal profession. Young 
Addams, however, was more inclined to trade, and 
after teaching one term of school in the district 
near his early home he went to Kreidersville, Pa., 
-and entered the employ of Col. George Weber, 
where he learned milling, and with whom he re- 
mained until the spring of 1844, and until after 
reaching his majority. He then decided to avail 
himself of the inducements ‘held out by the Prairie 
State to the enterprising emigrant. His father was 
well-to-do, and John H. came to the West fairly 
equipped with hard cash. He purchased a large 
tract of land in what is now Buckeye Township 
but which was thert unsurveyed. Included in his 
' purchase was a water-power and flouring-mill, and 
after fitting the latter up properly he began the 
operations which in the course of time made him a 
very wealthy man. The nearest market at that 
time was at Galena, and sometimes the flour was 
sent to Chicago, the transportation being effected 
with horse and ox teams. : 

In addition to his private interests Mr. Addams 
was equally interested in the welfare of the people 
around him, which he rightly judged would shape 
the progress necessary to enhance the value of 
property, add to the intelligence of the people, and 
increase the natural attractions of this section as a 
place for residence and a point for business. He 
was foremost in the many enterprises projected in 
order to bring about this desirable state of affairs, 
among the most important being the construction 
of arailroad. He was instrumental in calling the 





convention of land-owners and business men which 
resulted in a concert of action that pushed to com- - 
pletion the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad, 
and exerted himself particularly to draw the at- 
tention of the people to its importance and induce 
them to become subscribers to the stock. The 
natural result of his energy and forethought was 
his election to important offices, and after serving 
in various other responsible positions he was, in 
1854, elected to the State Senate, in which he 
served continuously until 1870. The principles of 
the Republican party had been his before its or- 
ganization, and he was present at the first conven- 
tion held at Rockford when these principles 
definitely assumed a name. 

Mr. Addams was a co-worker with Lincoln, 
Washburne and Yates, the leading Republicans of 
the day. In 1869 his friends wished him to be- 
come a candidate for Congress, to succeed Wash- 
burne, but he declined to allow his name to be 
used in that connection. In 1864 he assisted in the 
organization of the Second National Bank, of Free- 
port, and was elected President, holding the posi- 
tion until his death, which occurred Aug. 17, 1881. 
This event cast a gloom over the whole county, 
which felt that it had lost a man whose place it 
would be extremely difficult to fill. The evidences 
of his generosity, his enterprise and his ambition 
for the advancement of his adopted county and 
city, are to be seen on every hand in the many 
features of its excellent institutions, and in the 
various departments of business where his counsel 
and his assistance have left an ineffaceable mark. 

The first marriage of John H. Addams was cele- 
brated at Kreidersville, Pa., at the home of the 
bride, formerly Miss Sarah Weber, a native of 
Kreidersville, and born in the year 1817. This 
union resulted in the birth of five children, of 
whom’ the record is as follows: Mary C. became 
the wife of Rev. J. M. Linn, and is a resident of 
Geneseo, Ill.; Martha died when an interesting 
maiden of seventeen years; she was at the time a 
student at the Rockford Seminary, in the class 
preparing to be graduated in a short time. 
John Weber is written of elsewhere in this 
work; Sarah Alice, the wife of Dr. H. W. Halder- 
man, is a resident of Girard, Kan.; Jane, the 
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youngest, resides at home. The mother of these 
children departed this life in the village of Cedar- 
ville, Jan. 14,1863. Her father, George Weber, 
was for many years a prominent merchant and 
miller at Kreidersville, Pa., whence he removed in 
1834 to this State, locating at Como, where he 
erected a large mill which he conducted until re- 
tiring from active labor. His death occurred there 
in 1851. His wife, before her marriage, was Miss 
Sarah Beaver, which name was also borne by the 
paternal grandmother of our subject. The Beaver 
family is well known throughout the Keystone 
State as being largely identified with its agricult- 
ural and industrial interests. The second marriage 
of Mr. Addams was to Mrs. William Haldeman, 
and was celebrated in 1868. 


eSeECA Gy SAREE 


ef ren BOWER, ‘retired farmer, and a 
>) ‘ saa 
resident of Orangeville, is numbered among 
IN the honored pioneers who came to this 
county during its early settlement and as- 
sisted in the development of its resources. ‘He 
located on a tract of land on section 35, Oneco 
Township, but a few acres of which were broken, 
and the only buildinga log house. From this hum- 
ble beginning he built up a fine farm, erected a 
substantial dwelling, together with a large frame 
barn, and other out-buildings, and occupied the 
homestead thus established until the spring of 1867. 
He wisely judged, then, that he had labored suffi- 
ciently, and leaving the farm in other hands, took 
up his abode in Orangeville, where he has since 
lived in the enjoyment of a competence. 

Mr. Bower was born in Union County, Pa., Oct. 
18, 1809. His father, Christian Bower, was a na- 
tive of Lancaster County, where the grandfather of 
our subject carried on farming and spent the last 
years of his life. Christian Bower grew to man- 
hood in his native county, whence he afterward re- 
moved to Union County, during its early settle- 
ment. He purchaseda tract of timber land, put up 
a log cabin, and in due time cleared a farm from 
the wilderness, which he occupied until about 1855. 
Thence he removed to Mercer County, where his 


and who died in Union County, in 1850. 
eame the mother of six children, and endured with 





death took place. He had married in early man- 
hood Miss Susan Funk, a native of his own county, 
She be- 


her husband all the trials and hardships of life in a 
new country, and is remembered as one of the 
model pioneer mothers, looking well to the ways of 
her household, and training her children to habits 
of industry and principles of honor. 

Abraham Bower continued a resident of his na- 
tive county several years after reaching manhood. 


When nineteen years old he commenced learning . 


the carpenter trade, serving an apprenticeship of 
two years, and afterward working three years as a 
journeyman. This. however, did not suit him as 
well as agriculture, and he accordingly rented his 
father’s farm, and was engaged in tilling the soil in 
the Keystone State for fourteen years thereafter, 
during which time he saved $1,400. In the 
meantime he had been married, and his wife died 
in 1848. In the spring of that year he decided to 
visit the West, which he hoped would be the scene 
of his future operations. An elder brother had al- 
ready preceded him to Northern Illinois, and to 
him Abraham had sent asum of money to be in- 
vested in land. After visiting his brother a few 


weeks, during which time he had made up his mind 


to locate in Stephenson County, he returned to 
Pennsylvania, and was married in the fall of 1848. 


The following spring, accompanied by his bride and | 


the two children of his first wife, he started over- 
land on the long journey. ‘They visited friends on 
thé way, and did not arrive at their destination un- 
til the 25th of August. They settled on the land 
previously purchased in Oneco Township, and com- 
menced housekeeping in the small frame structure 
which had been already built for their reception. 
Mr. Bower at once began the cultivation of the 
soil, and by degrees added the improvements which 
in due time made his homestead one of the most de- 
sirable in that section. 

The first wife of our subject was formerly Miss 
Lusette Schadle, who was a native of Northumber- 


land County, Pa., and the daughter of Samuel and 


Ann E, (Ziebach) Schadie, natives respectively of 
Northumberland’ and Bucks Counties. Samuel 
Schadle, with the exception of a few years spent in 














—~fe—— 


e 





Ge 
pace) 
x 

































































UST SCHUDT 





U 


fercercs 
’ 





RESIDENCE OF 









































RESIDENCE OF JACOB AL 


IGHT,SEC.7, KENT 


























WEST POINT TP. 










































































TOWNSHIP. 

















STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


829 








Union County, passed his entire life near the place 
where he was born, and there his remains were laid 
to rest. The second wife of Mr. Bower, Miss Ann 
May Schadle, was the sister of his first wife. The 
two children of the latter were Mary, now the wife 
of Dr. W. P. Naramore, of Lena; and Aaron, who 
occupies the homestead. Of the second marriage 
there were no children. Mr. Bower and his estim- 
able lady are members in good standing of the 
German Reformed Church, and our subject, politi- 
cally, since his young manhood, has. cordially en- 
dorsed the principles of the Republican party. 


eS. SS 000 eS 


ful and extensive farmers of West Point 
Township, was horn Sept. 19, 1837, in 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, which is one of 

the most ancient and interesting of the old free 
cities of Germany. His father, George Schudt, 
was a native of Hesse-Homburg, but after his mar- 
riage he removed to Frankfort, where he was en- 
gaged in agriculture until 1849. At that time, 
being satisfied that America offered. greater privi- 
leges and advantages in land than his native coun- 
try, he resolved to emigrate, and accordingly set 
sail in June of that month, and in August landed 
in New York. A few months later his wife and 
eight children joined him there. They purchased 
a farm in West Seneca Township, Erie Co., N. Y., 
where they lived until the death of Mr. Schudt, in 
1852, which occurred through an accident. Mr. 
George Schudt was twice married, his first wife 
havi g died in Germany, before he came to this 
country. His second wife died in Iowa in 1886. 
August Schudt was about eleven years of age 
when, in 1849, he came to America with his broth- 
ers and sisters. He passed his boyhood in the 
home of his parents, and after his father’s death 
remained with his step-mother until 1861, when he 
came to Illinois and purchased 146 acres of land 
on section 8, West Point Township. Having 
erected a small frame house, very limited in its ac- 
commodations, he began to cultivate and improve 
his farm. He subsequently, from time to time, 
purchased more land, until he now owns a fine es- 
- tate containing 385 acres, all of which is enclosed. 


a(| UGUST SCHUDT, one of the most success- 





In 1873 he built a large barn 47x75 feet. His 
present tasteful and commodious residence was 
built in 1882, in the modern style of architecture, 
and it is with pleasure that we present it in this 
volume as one of the representative country resi- 
dences of Stephenson County. 

In 1865 Mr. Schudt. was united in marriage to 
Miss Rosa Scharpf, a native of Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many. They have a family of five children, named 
as follows: Cornelia §., Arthur O., Charles Otto, 
George F. and Milo Walter. Mr. Schudt is one of 
the most progressive citizens of the county, and 
his farm improvements are among the best. He is 


-hospitable and social in nature,‘and his residence, 


which is located on section 9, is always open to a 
large circle of friends. His family are members of 
the English Lutheran Church. Mr. Schudt was 
School Director for nine consecutive years, and re- . 
linquished it in order, to accept the position of 
Township ‘Trustee. In politics he affiliates with 
the Democratic party. 


OO ee 


ACOB ALBRIGHT, of Kent Township, is a 
prosperous farmer, living on section 7, and 
the view of his homestead which will be 

N )) found on another page, illustrates more 
forcibly than any words which we can employ, the 
nature of his standing in the community, his skill 
as an agriculturist, and his good judgment as a 
business man. - His parents were George and Mary 
B. Albright; the father was born in York County, 
Pa., and the mother in Centre County of that State. 
After marriage, they settled in Canton, Ohio, the 
mother going there in 1817, while the father did 
not join her until one year later. They lived there 
until their death, and had twelve children, of whom 
our subject was the fifth child. 

Jacob Albright was born in Stark County, Ohio, 
Feb. 14, 1826. He lived at home on the farm 
with his father until he was just twenty years old, 
and then learned the carpenter’s trade, following 
this occupation until the spring of 1848, when he 
came to Stephenson County with his wife, and lived 
in Freeport four and a half years working at his 
trade. : 

When Mr. Albright came to Kent Township, he 
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lived near Yellow Creek about two and a half 
years, and then settled where he now resides. He 

~has erected good and substantial buildings on his 
farm, and is the owner of 275 acres, most of which 
is valuable land. He began life poor, and has ac- 
quired his property by his own industry, with the 
help of his estimable wife. He was married in 
Stark County, Ohio, March 23, 1848, to Miss 
Martha Erwin, the daughter of David and Sarah 
(Rudy) Erwin, who came to Stephenson County in 
1848, and settled in Kent Township, where they 
have since lived. Mr. and Mrs. Erwin had seven 
children, of whom Mrs. Albright is the eldest. 
She was born in Lancaster County, Pa., May 8, 
1830. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albright have had fifteen ehildren 
—Lydia A., Charles H., David E., Mary B., Sarah 
C., Benjamin F., William R., Almeda L., George 
A., Emma J., Lizzie R., John E., Jacob L. and Al- 
len A.; one child died in infancy, and Lydia died 
when eight months old; Charles H. married Lovina 
A. Keiser, and resides in Kent Township; David 
E. married Nancy J. Stewart, and resides fn Col- 
orado; Mary B. is the wife of Adolphus Dammier, 
and resides in Kent township; Sarah is the wife of 
P. A. Soul, and resides in Erin Township; Benja- 
min F, married Nancy Brien, and resides in Ne- 
braska. 

Mr. Albright has held the office of Highway 
Commissioner, was elected Justice of the Peace, 
has been Constable, and since 1857 a School Di- 
rector of the township. Mrs. Albright religiously, 
is a Dunkard. In politics, Mr. A. is a Democrat. 
Their home is highly creditable to those who have 
built it up; their children have been well raised 
and educated, and the family in all respects is 
prominent among the well-to-do residents of Kent 
Township. 

ee? fal 
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AMES BENSON, of Cedarville, Buckeye 
Township, during a long life of more than 
threescore and ten years, has become the 
possessor of a wide and varied experience, 
not the least valuable of which was that part of his 
life which was spent in this county during the pio- 
neer days. He is essentially a self-made man, and 





since the time when, a lad eight years of age,‘he 
was thrown upon his own resources, has battled 
manfully with the elements of a changimg world, 
and may be pardoned for feeling that he has come 
out of the conflict essentially a victor. The early 
years of his life implanted within him a self-reliant 
spirit, and his natural honesty and integrity se- 
cured for him the universal respect of his acquaint- 
ances, and served to establish him in a good posi- 
tion among his fellowmen. 

Mr. Benson was born in South Lebanon Town- 
ship, Lebanon Co., Pa., Oct. 11,1814. His father, 
Alexander Benson, a native of County Donegal, 
Ireland, emigrated to the United States when a 
young man, and located in Pennsylvania. There 
he soon afterward married Miss Polly Brown, a na- 
tive of that State, and died in 1815, leaving a widow 
and three children, our subject being then scarcely 
more than an infant. ‘The mother kept her little 
family together until they were old enough to do 
something for themselves, and then the struggle of 
life with our subject began, as we have. stated. 
He worked on a farm for his board and clothing, 
until fourteen years old, and then during the sum- 
mer months, was paid $3 per month. In the win- 
ter he attended school, and worked mornings and 
evenings for his board and lodging, operating in 
this way two months in the year. This was before 
the days of threshing-machines, the grain being 
tramped out by horses, and our subject rode the 
horses as they followed their monotonous round. | 
As his strength and usefulness increased, his wages 
were raised, until he was paid $6 per month. 
When eighteen years old, he commenced learning 
the cooper’s trade, at which he worked only a short 
time, however, and then went into a mill at Leba- 
non, and was there employed until 1847. 

In the spring of the year mentioned, young Ben- 
son decided to seek his fortune in the West. He 
traveled by railroad and canal across the Allegha- 
nies to Pittsburgh, and thence by the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers, to Savanna, Ill., where he ar- 
rived on the 3d of June, being just one month 
and eight days on the road. ‘There he hired a 
wagon to convey him to this county. He located 
in Buckeye Township, and was variously employed 
until the fall of the year, when he engaged in gen- 
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eral merchandising in partnership with William 
Irvin, at Cedar Creek Mills, now known as Cedar- 
ville. Nineteen months later he sold his interest, 
and erected a brick building in that vicinity, where 
he carried on the same business until March, 1877. 
Thence he removed to Carroll County with his 
stock, and set up his son in business there. He 
then retired, and has since lived at his ease in 
Cedarville. 

Our subject was married, in the spring of 1840, 
to Miss Magdalena Kratzer, the wedding taking 
place at the home of the bride in Lebanon County, 
Pa. Mrs. Benson was born in Lebanon County, 
Pa., Nov. 8, 1820. Her father, John, Jr., and her 
grandfather, John Kratzer, Sr., were also natives 
of the Keystone State, while her great-grandfather 
was born in Germany. Of this union there were 
born three children: Joseph K. is occupied in 


clerking at Freeport; Eliza is the wife of C. M. 


Saxby, a prosperous farmer of Harlem Township, 
and Mary is the the wife of D. G. Ilgin, Postmas- 
ter of Cedarville. Mr. Benson, since exercising 
the right of suffrage, has voted the straight Demo- 


cratic ticket. 
4-ee 
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af ave F. HASSELMANN, deceased, a 
native of Germany, and late a resident and 
al one of the most successful farmers of Lo- 
(OY ran Township, was born in the Province 
of Hoin, Aug. 24, 1833, and died at his home in 
this township on the 12th of May, 1887. His 
early years were spent in his native country, until 
he had arrived.at the age of nineteen years, when 
he emigrated to America, becoming a resident of 
this county, where he acquired a good property in 
Loran Township. His parents had died in their 
native land, and he was accompanied by some of 
his relatives to this country. 

The wife of our subject, to whom he was mar- 
ried in Stephenson County, March 24, 1856, was 
formerly Miss Henrietta, daughter of Simon and 
Sophia Kulhmeyer. She was born in Germany, 
Aug. 25, 1833, and, like her husband, came to this 
country with her parents at the age of nineteen 
years. The record of her children is as follows: 
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Sophia became the wife of John Hershey, who is 
farming in Loran Township; Frederick is a resi- 
dent of Iowa; Henry married Miss Mary Brink- 
meier, and is a farmer of Jefferson Township; 
Martha married George Brinkmeier and lives in 
Dakota; August, Mary, William, Lena and Rosa 
are at home with their mother. The homestead 
includes 240 acres of Valuable land, with first-class 
improvements, fine stock and all the necessary farm 
machinery. Mr. H. was a member of the German 
Methodist Church, with which his widow is also 
connected. She is a lady highly esteemed among 
her neighbors, and is fulfilling the part oi-a faithful 
mother to her children. 


HRISTIAN R. LAIBLE, Jr., is one of the 
G most thrifty and successful farmers in the 
township of Lancaster, and it is a pleasure 


to introduce him to the public. His land is pleas- 
antly located on section 15, and contains seventy- 
nine and a half acres, all of which is well improved 
and of great value. Mr. Laible came to the county 
in the year 1870, and has since lived in the township — 
of Lancaster. He was born in Ela Township, Lake 
Co., Ill., Feb. 7, 1853. His father, Christian Lai- 
ble, Sr., is now a successful farmer on section 19, 
of Laneaster ‘Township. 

The subject of this sketch remained in his native 





‘ county until thirteen years old, when the family re- 


moved to Dundee, Kane County, and subsequently 
from there to Stephenson County, where he made 
his home with his parents until becoming of age. 
He was married to Miss Harriet Morse at the resi- 
dence of his wife’s brother-in-law, William Ruth, 
on the 14th of December, 1880. ‘The bride was a 
daughter of James and Maria (Lintler) Morse, who 
are both deceased. Mrs. Laible was born in Kane 
County, in 1860, but acquired her education mostly 
in Wisconsin, where her parents lived during her 
girlhood. She is a lady well versed in all domestic 
affairs, and looks well after the ways of her house- 
hold. 

Mr. and Mrs. ©. R. Laible are the parents of three 
intelligent children—Ray mond, Viola M. and Ber- 
tha. After their marriage Mr. L. engaged in tarm- 
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ing on his’present land. By dintof hard work and 
frugality he has accumulated enough to provide for 
his family handsomely and also erected a hand- 
some‘and convenient residence, besides a good barn 
and other out-buildings, 

It is just such industrious and energetic men as 
Mr. Laible, who within twenty-five years have 
caused the wild prairies of Lancaster. Township to 
bloom as the rose, and to become the home of so 
many wealthy and intelligent people. In polities 

_Mr. L. is an ardent Republican, and in religion a 
worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Freeport. 


SS 


H. CRANE, proprietor of the Freeport 
Omnibus and Hack Line (successor to J. 
W. Crane, his father, now deceased), is a 
New. Yorker by birth, having been, born in 
the metropolis of that State on the 8th of April, 
1837. His father, James W. Crane, was also a 
native of the Empire State, and born May 29, 1808. 
_In that State he attained to manhood and was mar- 
ried to Almina Lasson, who was born there April 
10, 1805. Not long after his marriage James W. 
Crane removed to Stephenson County, about the 
year 1835, and located upon a farm, which he man- 
aged successfully for several years. 
paired to Freeport and purchased a livery stable, 
which he thoroughly stocked wlth horses and vehi- 
cles, and which he carried on successfully. In the 
course of a few years he added a bus and hack line to 
the business. During his residence in Stephenson 
County he was known and regarded as a very en- 
ergetic citizen, a man full of pluck and courage, 
who never seemed to know the meaning of the word 
“fail.” He was better known as Capt. James W. 
Crane, which title he gained as commander of a 
military company at Freeport, some years ago. 
He died Sept. 22, 1873; his wife survived him 
seven years, and died Sept. 18, 1880. She was the 
mother of six children, four girls and two boys, of 
whom J. H. was but two years of age when he 
came to this county with his parents. 
Our subject was educated in the public schools 
of Freeport, and as soon as old enough he entered 


Thence he re- 





the stable of his father as an assistant. He remained 
there in this capacity until the death of this parent, 
when he and his brother, J. W. Crane, succeeded 
to the business, the two becoming partners. They 
continued together for four years, when J. W. 
Crane sold his interest to William Schrader. The 
new firm carried on the business about four years, 
when Mr. Schrader disposed of his interest to Will- 
iam Esterbrook, and the new firm continued for 
three years, when Mr. Crane purchased the interest 
of his partner and has since conducted the business 
alone. His outfit consists of twelve good horses, 
three large omnibuses, three hacks, two baggage- 
wagons and a large bus-sleigh. In short, he has 
one of the best equipped establishments in the 
Northwest. He has two good stables adjoining 
each other, one 20x120 feet and the other 48x60 
feet, which gives ample room for housing the ani- 
mals and vehicles and the grain for feed. Mr. 
Crane has grown up from boyhood in this business, 
and consequently understands it thoroughly in 
every detail. He takes pride in conducting it 
properly, and the hearty patronage he receives 
from- the people shows that they appreciate his 
efforts. : 

Mr. Crane was married, in 1879, to Miss Caroline 
Lathrop, of Freeport; they have no children. He 
has served one term as Alderman of the city of 
Freeport, and during that time did what he could 
for the best interests of the city. 


we GRR 99 


AMUEL HERSHEY, of Loran Township. 
and pleasantly located on section 33, is 
the owner of 160 acres in a high state of 
cultivation, and supplied with a fine set of 

frame buildings. He came to this county in the 
fall of 1870, from Allegheny County, Pa., where 
he was born Oct. 15, 1828. He was reared to 
farm pursuits, which he has followed nearly all his 
life, and in the management of his property has 
distinguished himself as a skillful agriculturist and 
a wide-awake business man. é 

Our subject started out in life when twenty-one 
years of age, and first made his way to Ohio, of 
which State he remained a resident two years, en- 
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gaged in farming. In 1858 he visited California, 
but after six months returned, to repeat the experi- 
ment, however, four years later, when he remained 
in that section of country for about seven years, 
engaged in mining and milling. Upon returning 
from California, he sought the home of his child- 
hood in Pennsylvania, and the foHowing year, 
1870, came to Stephenson County, of which he 
has since been a resident. : 

Mr. Hershey, upon his return trip to his native 
county, was united in marriage with one of bis 
childhood playmates, Mrs. Nancy Fennell, in 
March, 1870. Mrs. Hershey is the daughter of 
Robert and Ann (Hershey) Adair, and the widow 
of John Fennell, who died in Westmoreland 
County, Pa., in the spring of 1856. Of her first 
marriage there were born two children—Sarah A. 
and William J. The former is the wife of Joseph 
Boerr, a farmer of Loran Township, and William 
J. married Miss Emma Fisher, daughter of Jacob 


and Sarah (Hammond) Fisher, residents of Car-' 


roll County, this State. William J. Fennell was 
born in Westmoreland County, Pa., July 18, 1856, 
and his wife, Emma, was born in Pennsylvania. 
They have three children—Edith M., Myrtle M. 
and Nannie V. : 
Our subject and his wife are the parents of three 
children—Logan §S., Nannie and Robert J. Mrs. 
Hershey belongs to the United Brethren Church, 
and Mr. Hershey, politically, affiliates with the 
Republican party. . 


y,OHN PRICE, one of the early settlers of 
Stephenson County, and now numbered 
among its prosperous and well-to-do citizens, 
is a fine illustration of self-made men who 
commenced at the foot of the ladder in life and 
have by their own exertions attained a good -posi- 
tion socially and financially. Mr. Price comes of 
substantial Pennsylvania ancestry, and is himself a 
native of the Keystone State, born in Centre 
County, Sept. 10, 1815. 
The father of our subject, Jacob Price, was also 
a native of Centre County, Pa., to which his grand- 
father, Henry Price, removed in early manhood, 





and where he spent the last years of his life. He 
was married and reared a fine family of sons and 
daughters, Jacob being educated, like the others, 
to habits of industry and farming pursuits. He 
developed into manhood in his native county, 
and purchased a farm in Potter Township, where 
he located and spent the remainder of his life. 
Jacob Price married, at an early age, Miss Kate 
Conrad, a native of his own county, where she re- 
mained with her parents until she became Mrs. 
Price. Their children, in common with their son 
John, were reared on the farm in Centre County 
and commenced at an early age to assist: their 
parents in the maintenance of the family. 

The early years of John Price were spent after 
the manner of most farmers’ sons of that period, 
his education being extremely limited and his 
prospects for the future dependent upon his own 
exertions. He was married early in life, and after- 
ward worked for a time in a sawmill and at what- 
ever he could find to do, until the spring of 1848. 
He had a strong desire for something better than 
he had known, and then decided to seek his fort- 
unes in the far West. Accordingly, accompanied 
by his wife and four children, he started overland 
on a long journey with but a small amount of 
money, trusting to his good health and his strong 
hands for their future welfare. They traveled af- 
ter the manner of those days, taking with them 
their household effects and provisions, camping 
and cooking by the wayside. By the time he ar- 
rived in Stephenson County he was without money, 
but made arrangements for the comfort of his 
family and located them in a rented house in 
Waddams Township. His next business was to 
seek employment, and during that first winter he 
split rails at fifty cents per hundred and boarded 
himself. 

In the spring following, Mr. Price took pos- 
session of a farm upon which his wife was employed 
as housekeeper and himself as laborer. He had 
still retained possession of his team, but the second 
year traded one horse for one acre of land, which 
constituted his first ownership of real estate, and 
was located on section 4, in Waddams ‘Township. 
Upon this he put up a small log house, and cul- 
tivated his limited area of soil, in the meantime 
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laboring elsewhere by the day or month, as he 
could secure employment. He now began gradu- 
ally to gain a foothold, and in due time became 
the proud possessor of nine acres, for which he had 
paid 9,000 rails. For thirty-six years, successively, 
he followed threshing in the winter seasons. He 
invested his surplus cash in additional land until 
he became the owner of 154 acres, which in due 
time was provided with a good set of farm build- 
ings, including .a substantial house and barn, and 
the machinery necessary for the convenience of 

* the enterprising and progressive agriculturist. 
He also gradually accumulated a goodly assortment 
of stock. In 1866 he sold the old homestead on 
section 9 and removed to his present location, 
where he has practically abandoned active labor 
and is enjoying, es he deserves, the fruits of his 
early industry. 

The marriage of John Price and Miss Sarah 
Babb was celebrated in November, 1838, at the 
home of the bride’s parents in Union County, Pa., 
in which county she was born. Of her marriage 
with our subject there are six children living, and 
located as follows: John J. is a resident of McCon- 
nell’s Grove, this county; Catherine, now Mrs. 
Walters, is a resident of Waddams Township; 
James C. lives near Freeport; Elizabeth, now Mrs. 
Rice, is a resident of Cook County, Neb.; Jona- 
than and William H. are residents of Freeport. 
Mr. Price votes the straight Democratic ticket, 
and with his estimable wife, is a member in good 
standing of the Lutheran Church. 


T=) DWARD T. MOORE, one of the most sub- 

: Ek stantial citizens of Orangeville, has been a 

resident of the county for nearly forty years. 

His early home was in Northampton County, Pa., 

where he was born May 12, 1832. His parents were 

Charles and Josephine Moore, to whom reference is 

made in the sketch of J. J. Moore, which will be 
found elsewhere in this work. 

Our subject remained under the parental roof 

until fourteen years of age, and then commenced to 


learn cigar-making, which he followed until 1849. 
In the spring of that year he came to this State with 








his parents, via the lakes and railroads to Chicago, 
where they hired a team to transport them to Free- 
port. Young Moore afterward occupied himself at 
various kinds of work in this county until the fol- 
lowing year, when he went up into Wisconsin, and 
for two months was employed in the lead mines near 
Argyle. He then returned to Freeport, and for 
seven or eight years following, was engaged with 
his father in a flouring-mill, after which he went to 
Ogle County, but returned in a few months to Free- 
port. Subsequently his father operated a mill in 
Rock Run Township, and he was employed with 
him there for about ten years. In 1868 he became 
connected with the millat Orangeville, of which he 
has since mainly had charge, conducting the busi- 
ness for his father. He is regarded as an honest 
man and a good citizen, and is filling the place as- 
signed him in a creditable and conscientious man- 
ner. 

The marriage of Edward T. Moore and Miss 
Sarah Fink took place at the home of the bride in 
Rock Run Township, in 1858. Mrs. Moore was 
born in Lehigh County, Pa., in 1840, and by her 
union with our subject became the mother of six 
children, namely, Anna, Stephen, Tillie, Mary, Ar- 
thur and Stella. ‘Tillie lives in Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania; Anna in New York City, and the rest are at 
home. 
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iD UDOLPH KENCKE was born Oct. 10, 1844, 
_ Newburg, Washington Co:, Wis., and 
l has been a resident of Stephenson County 
i the spring of 1858. At that time, 
accompanied by his elder brother, Frederick, he 
started out from his native town, and after reach- 
ing this State took up his abode in Lancaster 
Township. Not long afterward he became pro- 
prietor of a tract of land on section 27, which he 
has since brought to a good state of cultivation. 
His real estate, although not remarkably extensive, 
has been well cared for and: finely improved, each 
acre of the soil being utilized in the wisest manner. 

Frederick Kencke, the brother of our subject, 
soon after his arrival in this county became con- 
nected with the Freeport Tribune, and Rudolph 
for a time and during the existence of the paper, 
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was also employed there. _ He was afterward occu- 
pied at farm labor until the outbreak of the Civil 
War. During 1861 he enlisted in Co. G, 46th IIL. 
Vol. Inf., in which he served four years and five 
months and participated with his comrades in some 
of the most important battles of the war. He was 
promoted to Orderly Sergeant, and although ex- 
periencing many hairbreadth escapes, returned 
home sound in body and mind, the only discom- 
fort with which he was visited having been a brief 
attack of lung fever, which kept him in the hos- 
pital about fourteen days. By his courage and 
fidelity he received the approval of his superior 
officers and the respect of his comrades. Upon re- 
turning to Lancaster Township he employed him- 
self at whatever his hands could find to do, subse- 
quently engaging in farming, and on the 11th of 
June, 1867, took the first important step toward 
the establishment of a home of his own. This was 
his marriage with Miss Martha E. Smith, who was 
born in Lancaster Township, Jan. 12, 1849, and is 
the eldest child of Samuel and Reliance (Sprague) 
Smith, natives of Ohio and early settlers of this 
county. They were married in Clinton, DeWitt 
Co., Ill. The father by a former wife had seven 
children, and the mother by her former husband 
had four children. They thus commenced life to- 
gether with a family of eleven children, and in due 
time five more were added to the household tircie. 
Mr. Smith was accidentally killed during the fall of 
1878, being run over by a train on the C. & N. W. 
R. R., near his home in Lancaster ‘Township. The 
mother is still living, aged seventy-one years, and a 
resident of Lincoln, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. Kencke 
are the parents of twelve children, of whom Edgar, 
Henry, Arthur, William and Freddie are living, 
while Hattie, Flora, Frank, Charles, Nellie, Alice 
and Martha are deceased. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Kencke set- 
tled on a part of the land included in their present 
homestead. Mr. K. has been successful in the 
cultivation of the soil and in his investments, and 
while pursuing general farming put up a good set 
of frame buildings and has made everything com- 
fortable otherwise for his family. He is a Repub- 
lican in politics and has served as Commissioner of 
Highways, which position he now occupies. Both 





he and his wife are members in good standing of 
the Second Presbyterian Church at Freeport. The 
homestead is pleasantly located and forms one of 
the attractive spots of Lancaster Township. 

-Samuel Smith, the father of Mrs. Kencke, who 
emigrated from Virginia to this State, is entitled 
to special mention as having broken a greater area 
of prairie in this county than any other man. He 
was strictly temperate in his habits, enterprising 
and industrious, and always bore the reputation of 
a useful and worthy citizen. 


PDP OLE TKO Sia 


ENRY KELLER, contractor and _ plasterer, 
A Freeport, has followed his line of business 
lo successfully, and been closely identified 
®)) with the industrial interests of this section 
for many years. He is of German birth and par- 
entage, and his early life was spent in the city of © 
Cassel, Germany, where his birth took place Jan. 
12, 1838. ' 

Mr. Keller was placed in school when a lad six 
years of age, and continued his studies until four- 
He then started out in life for himself, and 
at once made preparations to emigrate to the 
United States. He was comparatively without 
means, and made the voyage alone, landing in the 
city of New York friendless and penniless. - His 
intelligent face, however, and his desire to obtain 
his living honestly, soon secured him friends and 
employment, and-he commenced learning the plas- 
terer’s trade, at which he served an apprenticeship 
of three years and six months. In 1854 he started 
for the West, and landing in Freeport, engaged at 
his trade, which he followed until the outbreak of 
the Civil War. He was among the first to enlist 
in the Union army, becoming a member of Co. D, 
46th Ill. Vol. Inf., in which he served faithfully as 
a private over two years. He took part in the bat- 
tles of Jackson, Miss., Ft. Blakeley, Spanish Fort, 
and met the enemy in other important engage- 
ments. At the expiration of his term of service, 
he was mustered out at Baton Rouge, La., and re- 
turned to Freeport, where he resumed his former 


business. 
Besides having charge of work under way, Mr. 
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Keller stilljhandles the trowel with his men, and is 
one of the most expert workmen of the kind in 
this section. His contracts include some of the 
finest buildings in Freeport, and he frequently 
gives employment to fifteen men. He has accumu- 
lated a handsome property, which comprises a 
comfortable home in Freeport, and two good farms 
in Silver Creek Township, embracing 205 acres of 
fertile and highly cultivated land. 

The marriage of Mr. Keller took place in the 
spring of 1856, the maiden of his choice being Miss 
Gertrude Smith, who is the daughter of Conrad 

- Smith, of Freeport. They became the parents of 
four children, three living, namely, John, Henry 
and Catherine. Mr. and Mrs. Keller are connected 
with the German Reformed Church, and socially, 
Mr. K. belongs to Freeport Lodge No. 237, I. O. 
O. F. The family residence is a substantial struct- 
ure, built of brick, and its inmates are surrounded 
by all the comforts of life. 

In addition to his limited means upon arriving 
in this country, Mr. Keller was also obliged to strug- 
gle with the disadvantage of a foreign tongue, and 
considering all that he has had to contend with, his 
success in life has been truly remarkable. He is 
highly esteemed by those who know him, as pos- 
sessing all the reliable and substantial traits of his 
excellent German ancestry. 
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AMES L. HARTSOUGH, Postmaster of. 


McConnell’s Grove, is also carrying on gen- 


eral merchandising at that point, where he - 


has been located since the spring of 1877. 
He was appointed Postmaster in 1886, and has 
served as Justice of the Peace in Waddams Town- 
ship for a period of seventeen years. He has also 
represented the township in the County Board of 
Supervisors many terms, and is in all respects a 
citizen closely identified with its interests. 


Mr. Hartsough was born in Indiana County, Pa., 


Aug. 23, 1840. His father, Jonathan, and _ his 
grandfather, John Hartsough, were natives respect- 
ively of Pennsylvania and Maryland. ‘The latter 
was a carpenter by trade, but fond of country life, 





and spent his last years upon a farm in Indiana 
County. His son Jonathan was reared in his na- 
tive State, where he remained until our subject 
was a youth seventeen years of age. Jonathan 
Hartsough then determined to remove to the West. 
After disposing of his real-estate in Pennsylvania, 
he gathered together his personal effects and, with 
his family, journeyed overland toward the Missis- 
sippi. Upon arriving in this county, he concluded 
that the soil of Northern Illinois would satisfy his 
requirements, and accordingly purchased a tract of 
land in Waddams Township, which he proceeded 
to cultivate and improve, and upon which he re- 
sided until he rested from his earthly labors in 1862. 

The mother of our subject, in her girlhood, was 
Miss Mary A. Lafferty, who was born in Hunting- 
don County, Pa., and came West with her husband 
and family. She survived the former a period of 
twenty-one years, and departed this life at her 
home in McConnell’s Grove in 1883. Of her mar- 
riage with Jonathan Hartsough there were born 
seven children, of whom but three lived to mature 
years. Mary J. is the wife of Samuel Fair, living 
at Lena; Susan became the wife of W. W. Robey, 
and is now deceased; James L., of our sketch, is 
the only son living. 

Mr. Hartsough, during his boyhood and youth, 
assisted his father on the farm and attended the dis- 
trict school during the winter season. He re- 
mained with his parents until their death, and then 
assumed the management of the farm, continuing 
on the homestead built up by his father. He then 
sold the property and invested the proceeds in a 
stock of merchandise, and has built up a profitable 
trade, which is steadily increasing. He carries an 
ample. stock of the articles usually contained in a 
country store, well suited to the wants of the farm 
or village household, including dry-goods, groceries, 
clothing and hardware. 

The lady who has been the close friend and con- 
stant companion of our subject for more than 
twenty years was formerly Miss Mary Robey, and 
became his wife in 1866, the wedding taking place 
at the home of the bride in Waddams Township. 
Mrs. H. was born at her father’s homestead in this 


township, March 27, 1849. She is the daughter of 
Levi Robey, Esq., a sketch of whom will be found 
[—~<Ge 
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elsewhere in this work. This union resulted in the 
birth of five children, namely, Frank, Jennie, a. 
Annie and James E. 

Mr. Hartsough has held most of the minor offices 
of the township and votes the straight Democratic 
ticket. Socially, he isa member of Lena Lodge 


No. 174, A. F. & A. M., and also belongs to the 


I. O. O. F.,"at Lena. 


PP DDE Sa 


AJ. JOHN M. McCRACKEN, deceased, 
formerly one of the most prominent citi- 
zens of Ridott Township, and a portrait of 
whom is presented on the opposite page, 

was a native of Pennsylvania, born June 3, 1831, 
and departed this life Aug. 28, 1879, from the ef- 
fects of wounds received in the army. He had 
been a great sufferer, and it became necessary to 
remove him to a private hospital at Elgin, where 
his death took place. 

The father of our subject, William McCracken, 
a native of Pennsylvania, followed farming a part 
of his life, and was also employed in the woolen- 
mills of Tyrone, Pa., where he spent his last years. 
In early manhood he had married Miss: Mary M. 
Milliken, who survived him and died in Atchison, 
Kan., March 27, 1879, at the home of her son 
Samuel. John M., our subject, was the third child 
and second son of his parents, whose household in- 
cluded five children. He was reared in Juniata 
and Huntingdon Counties, received a common- 
school education and was bred to farming pursuits, 
while he also employed part of his time in the 
mills with his father. He remained in his native 
State until about twenty-five years of age, and 
came to Illinois in about 1856, being joined later 
by his mother and the remaining children, after the 
death of the father. 

Our subject was variously employed until the 
breaking out of the late war, and at the second call 
for troops enlisted in Co. K, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., in 
which he was soon tendered a Captain’s commis- 
sion. He had been active in recruiting this com- 
pany, and soon afterward led them to the scene of 
action at Ft. Donelson, where they arrived just in 
time to participate in that memorable engagement. 





The young Captain came from this unharmed, and 
afterward met the rebels at Shiloh and Pittsburg 
Landing, where he received the high approval of 
his superior officers for his meritorious conduct, 
and which was rewarded by-his promotion, Oct. 11, 
1862, to the rank of Major. He veteranized in 
1864, when he was made a Lieutenant Colonel, re- 
ceiving his papers in May, 1866, commission to 
date from the 13th of March, 1865. He had been 
severely wounded at Pittsburg Landing, but did 
not desert his post until compelled, and remained 
with his regiment until his honorable discharge: 

Maj. McCracken, after his retirement from the 
army, located in Bloomington, Ill.,and in company 
with William H. Wentz engaged in the sale of ag- 
ricultural implements for about three years, and 
then removed to Freeport, where for a time he 
carried on a similar business alone. The precari- 
ous state of his health, however, obliged him to 
abandon the responsibilities and cares of a business 
life, and on the 28th of August, 1879, he closed 
his eyes forever upon the scenes of earth. 

During the progress of the war and while home 


. on a furlongh, Maj. McCracken was united in mar- 


riage, at the home of the bride’s parents in Ridott 
Township, March 2, 1864, to Miss Clara C., daugh- 
ter of H. P. Waters, of whom a sketch is given on 
another page in this work. Mrs. McC. was born 
on her father’s homestead in Ridott Township, Dec. 
29, 1844, and remained with her parents until her 
marriage. She received a good education in the 
common schools, and early in life exhibited the in- 
telligence and force of character which have since 
distinguished her and secured for her the admira- 
tion and respect of a large circle of friends and 
acquaintances. Of her marriage with our subject 


‘there were born four children, one of whom, Will- 


iam H., died when four months old. Those sur- 
viving are Mollie A., John W. and Carrie E., who 
all remain at home with their mother. Mrs. McC. 
occupies a pleasant home in Ridott Village. She 
received from the Government the back pension 
due her husband, amounting to $6,140, and also 
receives $20 per month and the younger children 
$2 each, making a total of $24. 

Maj. McCracken, as a man and citizen, was held 
in the highest respect for his fine personal traits, 
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and as a husband and father was mourned by his 
family, who sympathized most deeply with his 
affliction and did all in their power to smooth his 
pathway to the grave. During the years of his 
usefulness and activity, he interested himself in the 
affairs of the country and used his influence as far 
as he could to bring about those measures which 
would be for the best good of the people. He was 
a Methodist in religion, and politically a stanch 
supporter of the Democratic party. At the time 
of his enlistment in the army, the Major was the 
main support of his mother and sister, and con- 
tinued so to be until his last sickness. 


=) EORGE TROTTER is widely and favorably 

(5 known throughout Buckeye Township as 

one of its earliest settlers and most highly 
esteemed citizens. He came to Northern Illinois 
during the pioneer days, and has. watched with 
deep interest the development of its resources, 
while at the same time contributing his share to- 
ward bringing it to its present condition. He first 
opened his eyes to the light in Bourbon County, 
Ky., June 13, 1809, whence he emigrated with his 
father’s family, in 1826, making the journey over- 
land and locating five miles east of Springfield. 
In 1826, he became a resident of this county, and 
since that time has been closely identified with its 
agricultural interests. 

James Trotter, the father of our subject, was 
born in Virginia, in 1770, and was descended from 
excellent Scottish ancestry. His father was born 
in the Highlands, it is believed, whence he emigra- 
ted to this country in the Colonial days. He first 


located in Virginia, but removed to Kentucky pre- - 


vious to 1800, being among the earliest settlers of 
Bourbon County. He purchased a tract 6f timber 
land which he converted into a good farm, and also 
put up a small mill, the first of its kind in that sec- 
tion, and which was highly prized by the settlers. 
He spent his last days in Bourbon County. 

The father of our subject was reared in Virginia, 
and after the removal of the family to Kentucky, 
was married in Bourbon County, to Miss Elizabeth 
Kenney, and settled on a part of the land which his 
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father before him had purchased. He put up a 
log house in which the subject of this sketch was 
born, and remained there until 1826. Then, emi- 
grating to this State, he entered .a tract of Gov- 
ernment land five miles east of Springfield, from 
which he built up a good homestead and died there 
in 1839. George, of our sketch, was seventeen 
years of age when his parents came to Illinois. 
Five years later, in company with others, he started 
on foot for the lead mines of Wisconsin. ‘There 
he was employed as a clerk three months, and 
worked in a smelting furnace at $15 per month. 


-o> 


Afterward he returned to Sangamon County, IIL, - 


and in 1832, volunteered as a soldier in the Black 
Hawk War, under the command of Gen. James D. 
Henry. He was in battle on the banks of the. Wis- 
consin River and also at the mouth of Bad Axe. 
After the close of this struggle hé resumed farm- 
ing in Sangamon County, until the spring of 1836. 
In the meantime he had been married, and now, 
acompanied by his wife and two children, started 
out again for the State of Wisconsin. His outfit 
consisted of a pair of horses, a yoke of steers anda 
wagon. Into the latter were loaded the household 
goods and provisions, and as there were no hotels 
along the route, they camped out and cooked by the 
' wayside and slept in the wagon at night. They 
spent the following summer at Honey Creek, Wis., 
but Mr. Trotter, not being satisfied with the out- 
look in that section, determined to try his fortunes 
on the soil of Northern Illinois, and accordingly 
located on a tract of land which is now included in 
his present homestead. The land was not yet sub- 
divided but he put up a log house and made him- 
self and family as comfortable as possible. He had 
no money to enter the land but held it as a claim 
for seven years following, and was then enabled to 
secure a title. The nearest market for farm prod- 
uce, and depot for supplies, was at Galena, forty 
miles distant. Deer and wild turkeys were plenti- 
ful, however, and when the family wanted fresh meat 
Mr. Trotter had only to shoulder his gun and go a 
little way from his cabin door. He once killed 
two deer at one shot, and himself and neighbors 
were supplied with venison for some time. 
The marriage of George Trotter and Miss Sarah 
Chilton took place at the home of the bride in 
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Sangamon County, Ill., March 24, 1833. Mrs. 
Trotter was born in Madison County, Ill,, Dec. 19, 
1816. Her father, William Chilton, a native of 
Virginia, removed from there to Tennessee and 
subsequently to the then Territory of Illinois. He 
served three and one-half years in the War of 1812, 
and was one of the earliest pioneers of Madison 
County, this State. Later he crossed the Missis- 
sippi into Missouri, where his death took place near 
Barnard, about 1872. The mother died at Larno, 
Wis., in 1852. The seven living children of Mr. 
and Mrs. ‘Trotter are located as follows: Thomas 
in Kansas; James in Missouri; William at Polo, IIl.; 
Millard and John on the old homestead ; Elizabeth, 
Mrs. Van Metre, in Oneco Township, and Urania 
in Polo. Our subject was reared a Presbyterian 
and Mrs. Trotter is connected with the United 
Brethren Church. Mr. Trotter cast his first Presi- 
dential vote for Andrew Jackson, but of late years 
has affiliated with the, Republican party. As one 
of the honored pioneers of» Stephenson County, 
and a man worthy of*all respect and deference, 
Mr. Trotter stands among the most worthy of his 
compeers, and is looked upon as a gentleman of 


large experience and one who has made much of 


his opportunities in life. He is of that-kindly and 
genial disposition which has attached to him many 
warm friends, and will be remembered years hence 
as one of the most valued citizens of Stephenson 
County. 


eA ey Fe y 
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OSES MATTER, Jr., a successful farmer 
and stock-raiser on section 11, Dakota 
Township, is the owner of 110 acres of 
land, which he has well improved with 
fences and buildings, including a fine residence. He 
purchased his home in 1883, having farmed it as a 
renter, for the eleven years preceding. He is 
known by all his neighbors as a skillful manager. 
Mr. Matter was born in Northumberland County, 
Pa., on the 26th of February, 1840. He came with 
his parents to this State in 1855, and resided with 





Matter, an old and respected citizen of the town- 
ship of Dakota, who came here with his family at 
the date named above, and yet resides on the farm 
he located at that time. William was the son .of 
John Matter, a native of Dauphin County, Pa., and 
it was there his son, the father of our subject, and 
the youngest of twelve children, was born Dec. 8, 
1809. His father was a farmer, and lived and died 
in Dauphin County. He married Elizabeth Rum- 
berger, also born and reared in Pennsylvania. 
The family on both sides were of German descent. 
The father at the time of his death was seventy- 
three years of age, and the mother ninety-two years 
of age when she died. In religion the mother was 
a member of the United Brethren Church, and the 
father was a Methodist. William Matter was a 
tailor by trade; he was married in Dauphin County, 
Pa., to Lena Troutman, who was born in North- 
umberland County, Pa., and was there reared ‘and 
educated. She came of Pennsylvania German par- 
entage, descendants of Jacob and Mary ( Williams) 
Troutman. ‘They were Northumberland County 
farmers. She became the mother of eleven chil- 
dren—Elizabeth, Moses, Jonathan, Leo, Susanna, 
Conrad, Gideon, Sarah, James; Mary and Amos, 
deceased; Amos and Moses were twins. The sur- 
viving children are all married. After marriage, 
Mr. Matter lived in Dauphin and Northumberland 
Counties until 1855, when he went to Illinois, lo- 
cated in Buckeye Township, and later, going to 
Dakota Township, he purchased eighty acres of 
land on section 23, where he at present resides. 
My. M. is a member of the Evangelical Church, and 
politically, is a Republican. 

Moses Matter, whose genealogy has been traced 
back three generations, can point with pardonable 
pride to the record. On Dee. 8, 1867, he was mar- 
ried to Sarah Fehr, who was born in Pennsylvania, 
in 1844. She is the daughter of Peter B. and Le- 
setta (Reich) Fehr, natives of Pennsylvania, and of 
German descent. Her parents came to this State 
sometime in the forties, and settled on a farm in 
Dakota ‘Township, and here the father farmed un- 
til his death in 1878. The mother is living with 


her daughter, Mrs. Matter; she is seventy-eight 


years of age. Moses and Sarah Matter are the par- 


them until his marriage. He is the son of William | ents of two children—O. C. and Laura, The par- 
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‘ents are members of the Evangelical’ Church. In 
politics Mr. Matter is a Republican, and is now 
serving his second term as Commissioner of High- 


ways. 


ILLIAM KERR, the genial, energetic and 
Wal successful Postmaster of Ridott, is also 


carrying on general merchandising, in 
which he established himself in the spring of 1871. 
He carries a stock of almost everything required in 
the village household or the country home, and 
has built up a thriving trade. He has been a resi- 
dent of Ridott.Township for a period of forty 
years and during his earlier life engaged in farm 
pursuits. 

Our subject, a native of Northumberland 
County, Pa., was born Oct. 11, 1846, and is the 
son of Alex H. Kerr, also a native of the Keystone 
State, and born Nov. 20, 1802. The family has 
been represented_in this country for several;gener- 
ations but away back were of Scotch descent. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject,;who was born 
and reared in the Colonial days, was one of the 
most active soldiers in the war for independence. 
His son Alex was reared to farming pursuits and 
married one of the playmates of his childhood, 
namely, Miss Catherine Karl, who was of German 
parentage and born Nov. 10, 1813. The mother 
of our subject spoke the language of her ancesters 
fluently. The parents after their marriage located 
on a farm in Eastern Pennsylvania, where they 
lived until 1846, and where four children were 


born. William, of our sketch, was then the young- 
In the spring of that year Alex - 


est of the family. 
Kerr decided to seek his fortune in the great West, 
and accordingly started overland with teams. 
Coming into this county he pitched his tent upon 
a tract of unbroken prairie in Ridott Township 
when the settlers were few and far between. Their 
first dwelling was an old-style log cabin, which they 
occupied a few years and until their industry was 
sufficiently rewarded to enable them to put up a 
more pretentious dwelling. They removed from 
this farm in about 1850, to another not far away, 
where the parents spent the balance of their lives, 


The father was called to his long home Aug. 12, 


_John. Mrs. Kerr was born Sept. 24, 1853, in Winne- 





1861, and the mother followed not long afterward, 
her death taking place Aug. 24, 1864. The for- 
mer was fifty-nine years of age and the latter sixty- 
one. Both were devoted members of the Presby- 
terion Church, and Mr. Kerr had taken considerable 
interest in local politics,: being a stanch supporter 
of the Democratic party. The mother is affection- 
ately remembered by her children as faithful and 
loving in her household, kind and hospitable to 
both strangers and friends, and a lady who pos- 
sessed all the Christian virtues. 

William Kerr was born at the modest home of 
his parents in Eastern Pennsylvania, and was 
brought by them to Illinois when a babe. His 
education was completed in the district schools of 
Stephenson County, and he remained with his 
parents until they no more required his filial care. 
He posessed much natural business ability and his 
excellent home training had prepared him for the 
coming struggle of life. There was but little prop- 
erty to fall back upon and he employed himself at 
whatever he could find to do, and was never dis- 
couraged as long as he was in possession of his 
health and strength. He believed that the estab- 
lishment of domestic ties would prove a stimulant 
to further exertion and he was accordingly married, 
in July, 1873, in Ridott Village, to Miss Emeline 


bago County, and is the daughter of Wesley and 
Eleanor John, natives of Pennsylvania, where her 
father learned the carpenter’s trade, which he fol- 
lowed the greater part of his life. He is now a 
resident of Ridott. The wife of our subject re- 
ceived a good education and taught school in 
Ridott Township some years before her marriage. 
After becoming the mother of five children she 
departed this life at her home in Ridott, Dec. 23, 
1883. She was sincerely mourned by her husband 
and friends, and her name is held in tender re- 
membrance as that of a refined Christian lady. of 
the highest moral principles and kindness of heart. 
The offspring of this marriage were Nellie, Mary, 
Frederick, Pearl and Hanson. Mrs. K. had been 
reared in the Quaker faith, but not long before her 
death connected herself with the Advent Church, 
of which she was a valued and worthy member. 
The present wife of our subject, to whom he 
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was married in Ridott, Dec. 26,1885, was formerly 
Miss Eveline Knight, a lady of English birth and 
parentage, who came to this country with her 
family in 1863. Her parents, John and Julia J. 
(Lee) Knight, located first in Wisconsin, whence 
they removed later to Ridott, where they now live. 
Mr. Knight is a practical bricklayer and builder, 
and commands a good patronage from the people 
of this vicinity. 

Mr. Kerr, a Democrat, politically, received his 
appointment as Postmaster in the spring of 1885. 
He has been somewhat prominent in local politics, 
and isin all respects a praiseworthy and reliable 
citizen. 


nan e200 rOROTIOIH 


Koes SPITLER. The growth of cities is 
K necessarily slow, no matter how advantage- 
ously they are situated, and yet, what re- 
quired years of time and millions of dollars to 


construct, can be destroyed from the face of the — 


earth within the space of a few hours by such de- 
structive agencies as fire and tornadoes. The most 
stupendous illustration of this was the Chicago fire 
in 1871. During modern times the ingenuity of 
man has been taxed to contrive appliances for the 
extinguishing of conflagrations in cities, and they 
have been rewarded with steam and chemical ap- 
paratus which has robbed the cry of “fire” of half 
its terrors. But these appliances must be handled 
by skillful men; men of nerve and courage, who 
know when and how to act in emergencies where 
seconds of time count for much. Of this class of 
men is Mr. Frank Spitler, Chief of the fire depart- 
ment of Freeport, who was born in that city on 
the 25th of December, 1856. Mr. Spitler is the 
third child in a family of seven children, and was 
educated in the public schools in the city of Free- 
port. For several years he was engaged in various 
occupations, until in May, 1883, he was appointed 
as pipeman in the fire department, in which capac- 
ity he served efliciently for about two years. In 
1885 he was appointed Chief of the fire depart- 
ment, to filla vacancy caused by the resignation 
of John F. Rodemeier, and on the 4th of May, 
1885, was appointed for a full term of two years. 





He was re-appointed on the 3d of May, 1887, and 
now holds that position. Mr. Spitler is one of the 
youngest fire department Chiefs of a pay depart- 
ment in the United States. 

On the 24th of August, 1882, Mr. Spitler was 
married to Miss Sophia Staas, of Freeport, and - 
daughter of Christian and Minnie Staas. They 
have two children, Everett L. and Frank. Mr. 
Spitler: is a member of Stephenson Lodge No. 51, 
1.0. 0. F. He is one of the most efficient firemen 
ever in the service in Freeport, and his re-appoint- 
ment as Chief shows that the people, as well as the 
authorities, appreciate the worth of his services. 
He is young in years but old in experience, and 
while he is an incumbent of the office he holds, the 
property of Freeport will be comparatively safe 
from destruction by fire. 

The father of our subject is John P. Spitler, who 
is a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in Union 
County on the 12th of March, 1827. His father 
was a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in 
Lebanon County, and the great-grandfather Spitler 
was a Revolutionary soldier. The mother of John 
P. Spitler was before her marriage Miss Eve Krat- 
zer, and was born in Union County, Pa. She was 
the mother of eleven children, of whom eight— 
four boys and four girls—are still living, John P. 
being the third of the family. He spent his first 
eighteen years upon the farm, and at that age be- 
gan the apprenticeship of three years to the shoe- 
maker’s trade. After coming out of his appren- 
ticeship he went to Lock Haven, Centre Co., Pa., 
where he followed his trade for six months. In the 
fall of 1848 he drifted to Freeport, Ill, where he 
has since resided. After working for other parties 
for about two years, he started in business for him- 
self, opening a shop first on Stephenson street, near 
Chicago. In 1856 he built a brick block on Chi- 
cago street, now occupied by John Doeserich as a 
Domestic Sewing-Machine office. Mr. Spitler oc- 
cupied the room until the spring of 1882, when he 
retired from active business. This building is * 
20x40 feet, and three stories high. He owns seven 
other buildings, six in Freeport and a dwelling- 
house in Lanark. He has a good residence on Clay 
street, and is very comfortably fixed. 

John P. Spitler was married on the 31st of De- Y 
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cember, 1850, to Miss Elizabeth McCaman, of 
Freeport, who was born in Centre County, Pa., 
and came to Stephenson County in 1848. By this 
marriage seven children were born: Ellen and Car- 
oline, deceased; Frank, Emma, Jennie, Janette and 
The latter died at the age of six months; 
Janette married Philo V. Snow, and Emma married 
E. D. Allington, and they all reside in Freeport. 
Mr. Spitler is a worthy member of the Baptist 
Church. In politics he is an old-line Whig, and 
on the organization of the Republican party he 
identified himself with it, and has always remained 
a- Republican. 


LIAS C. DE PUY, M.D. Few men in Free- 
3 port were more widely known than Dr. De 
=} Puy, whose death occurred July 11, 1879. 


Belonging by descent to one of the old Huguenot 
families, whose name is variously spelled in this 
country, as De Puis, DePuy, De Pugh and Depew, 
he was aman of strong personal character, deep 
religious convictions and great tenderness of heart. 
His parents were Dr. James B. and Sallie (De Long) 
DePuy, of Onondaga County, N. Y. He was born 
at the old homestead near Syracuse, on the 18th of 
September, 1824. He was the fourth of a family 
of six children, three sons and three daughters. 
The sisters are still living, but Dr. De Puy was the 











His early academ- 
ical studies were pursued at Cazenovia, N. Y., 
his medical studies in his father’s office and later 
with Dr. Waters, of Fulton, N. Y., and afterward 
at the Medical College of Rochester, N. Y. He 
then spent a considerable time in surgical studies 
in Bellevue Hospital, New York. 

In 1849 the great rush to California aroused the 
enthusiasm of the young physician, then twenty- 
five years of age, and he joined the throngs who 
went there, and spent the next three years in a 
varied experience of travel, medical practice and 
adventure in the mines. Not satisfied to settle in 
the far West, he returned to the Middle States with 
plans not fuily determined, but intending to make 
a home in some of the new extending States of the 
interior. He attended a further course of medical 





lectures in Cincinnati, and in June, 1855, came to 
the then inconsiderable village of Freeport. Al- 
most from the first day he determined to make this 
his home, and here, except for a brief interval of 
army service and travel for health, his home has 
been for twenty-four years. 

On the 14th of October, 1856, Dr. DePuy was 
married to Miss Rhoda A. Butler, of Rockford, 
Ill., who survives him and mourns his death. Mrs. 
DePuy is a lady of culture and intelligence, and 
held in high esteem by all who know her. 

Dr. DePuy was regularly engaged in practice 
until the breaking out of the war. He then ac- 
cepted an appointment with the rank of Major, 
and for three years saw hard and continuous sery- 
ice. It was at Pittsburg Landing, while engaged 
in the discharge of his duty, that he was prostrated 
by the explosion of a shell, and received injnries to 
his spine from which he never recovered, and which 
were ultimately the cause of his death. He never- 
theless continued to serve fur. some months until 
obliged to give up the severe labors of his position. 
Upon his return to Freeport, he was speedily 
elected Treasurer of Stephenson County by his fel- 
low-citizens, which position he held for several 
years. At the close of this service, he practically 
retired from public life, practicing only oceasion- 
ally in a few families to whom he had become es- 
pecially attached, and frequently being consulted 
by other physicians in the city and county. About 
1874 Dr. DePuy’s health began to seriously de- 
cline. At that time he sold his large and hand- 
some residence in the suburbs of the city, and 
thereafter spent most of his time in various at- 
tempts, by travel and change of residence, to 
arrest the progress of his disease. About a month 
before his death, he came back from his travels, as 
he said *‘ to die among his old friends,” a prophecy 
too surely and speedily fulfilled. He passed away 
in much physical suffering, but in perfect peace of 
heart and mind, and victorious in faith. 

Those who knew Dr. DePuy most intimately, 
loved him most warmly. He knew how to forgive 
an offender, as wellas resent an offence. He would 
move instantly to indignation by an act of mean- 
ness, and instantly melt to tears by a scene of suf- 
fering. In the discharge of his professional duties 
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he carried the deep sympathies of a friend, while 
exercising a strict control over his feelings. In 
the church his pew was never vacant; in the prayer- 
meeting his voice was always ready to join in 
prayer or praise. He was passionately fond of 
out-door sports, but never lost the dignity of a 
gentleman. Having no offspring of his own,, it 
was his delight wherever he was, to caress and play 
with children, and it was a matter of pride with 
him that the little ones never withdrew from, his 
approaches. For nearly twenty years his house 
was a home to different boys and girls, relatives, 
whose education he regularly provided for, three 
of them being permitted to stand around his dy- 
ing bed, and by their kind ministrations endeay- 
ored to show their love and gratitude to him who 
was their friend and benefactor. His last days 
were full of peace, and his last utterances were 
words of rejoicing in a Christian hope. He was a 
member of the First Presbyterian Church, in which 
he had worshiped for many years. ‘Che Elders 
of the church acted as pall-bearers, and the physi- 
cians of the city, of both schools of medicine, at- 
tended his funeral in a body. 


sei FEIT ip tor ee 


AMES B. CURRIER, the most extensive 

| dairyman in this part of the State, has an es- 

tablishment finely equipped for the business, 

where he keeps a herd of fifty milch cows 

which yield an average of seventy-five gallons 

per day. He is also dealing quite extensively in 

thoroughbred Poland-China swine, and takes great 

pride in this line, having nothing but the pure 
strain, all of which are registered. 

Mr. Currier also owns one of the most valuable 
farms in Stephenson County. It embraces 210 acres 
of finely cultivated Jand, and is located just outside 
of the city limits of Freeport, in Lancaster Town- 
ship. Of this he took possession in 1864, and es- 
tablished his dairy business in 1865. He is recog- 
nized as one of the most skillful farmers in this part 
of the county, and has been uniformly successful 
since starting out in life for himself. He has made 
it a point to gather wisdom from the maxim of 
Ben Franklin, who once strongly intimated that if 





a man wished his business managed well he must 
“do it himself.” 

Mr. Currier came to this county in 1864, and 
since that time has been one of its most enterpris- 
ing citizens, contributing his full quota toward the 
development of its resources and assisting in build- 
ing up its reputation as one of the most desirable 
sections of Northern Illinois. His early home was 
in Potsdam, N. Y., where his. birth took place on 


his father’s farm, Sept. 28, 1833. The latter, David’ 


Currier by name, was a native of the Green 
Mountain State, born in Rochester, Jan. 26, 1802. 
He was brought by his parents to New York State, 
and was reared in St. Lawrence County. His par- 
ents were of New: England birth and Welsh ances- 
try, and the male members of the family for 
generations back were distinguished for their fine 
stature and their longevity. 

The grandfather of our subject settled first near 
Potsdam, N. Y. and engaged in farming pursuits 
to which his son David was bred, and adapted him- 
self readily to the pursuits of country life. The 
latter remained under the home roof until reaching 
manhood, and married Miss Mary Bradshaw, who 
was a native of Connecticut and of Scotch ances- 
try. She was about ten years of age when her 
parents removed from New England to the Empire 
State, and came with her husband to Illinois, mak- 
ing her home with her sons until called bence, Aug. 
28, 1886, after she had arrived at the advanced age 
of nearly eighty years. The father is still living, 
an inmate of the home of our subject. 

The parental family of our subject included four 
sons and one daughter, of whom James B. was the 
third in order of birth. His early education was 
carried on in the schools of St. Lawrence County, 
and he remained a member of his father’s house- 
hold there until his marriage with Miss Mary A 
Turner, which took place at the home of the bride 
near Potsdam, Dec. 28, 1857. Mrs. Currier was 
born and reared in the same county as her husband, 
and was the daughter of Bartholomew and Calista 
(Farwell) Turner, the former a native of Ver- 
mont. Mr. F. removed to New York early in life 
and died in St. Lawrence County. The mother is 
still living there. Mrs. Currier is a lady of education 
and refinement, and occupies a good position in 
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social circles. Of her marriage with our subject 
there have been born five children, of whom Ida J. 
and Cora M. are deceased; William J. married 
Miss Cora Showalter; Mary C. is a graduate of the 
Freeport schools, and Edwin M. is still pursuing 
his studies in the district school. These all make 
their home with their parents. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Currier lo- 
cated in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., where our 
subject commenced in a small way the business he 
is now engaged at. As years advanced and his 
experience increased he was obliged to enlarge his 
facilities, and has proved himself finely adapted to 
that which he~has undertaken. He has had little 
time for outside matters, his farming and dairying 
engaging the most of his attention, but has kept 
himself well posted upon current events, and is one 
of the most reliable members of the Republican 
party, with which he has been identified for some 
years. Both he and his estimable lady are mem- 
bers in good standing of the Presbyterian Church. 
The family is numbered among the solid and sub- 
stantial residents of Stephenson County. 

The Currier homestead, one of the finest in the 
county, not only handsomely assists in the embel- 
lishment of this work, but is a forcible reminder of 
the taste and industry of the proprietor. 


‘/ ARRIS W. SABIN is a native, and still a 
resident of Loran Township, his birth tak- 
ing place at his father’s farm, May 4, 1853. 

©) He has since continued to reside on the old 
homestead, which includes a half-section of land, 
and which he has operated since the death of his 
father. The latter was a man of great energy and 
industry, and made extensive improvements upon 
the land which he took possession of in its unculti- 
vated state. There is now a good set of frame 

buildings, and all the other appurtenances of a 

first-class country home, The property lies on 

section 21, and forms one of the most attractive 
features of the southwestern part of Stephenson 

County. : : 

The parents of our subject, Ralph and Amanda 





(Die) Sabin, were natives respectively of Ohio and 
New York, and came to this county after their 
marriage, in September, 1845. Two years later 
the father purchased a‘tract of land in Loran Town- 
ship, where he afterward turned his attention to 
agricultural pursuits. He had operated a carding- 
mill in Ohio, and followed this business for a time 


after coming to this county. He departed from - 


the scenes of his earthly labors Oct. 28, 1884. 
The mother still survives, and is a resident of Free- 
port. The parental household included seven chil- 
dren, two sons and five daughters. 

Our subject was the second son of his parents, 
and received his education mostly in the common 
schools of Loran Township. He continued under 
the parental roof, and upon the death of his father 
assumed the management of the farm, which he 
has since operated. He was married in Logans- 
port, Ind., Jan. 9, 1875, to Miss Cora Sage, and 
they have become the parents of four children, 
named respectively, Nellie, Mabel, Ralph'and Har- 
ris. Ralph Sabin, the father of our subject, was 
quite prominent;in local affairs, and held the vari- 
ous offices of his township, including that of Super- 
visor and Assessor. 

The homestead, built up by the father of our 
subject, and most worthily perpetuated by his son, 
is but one among many others so illustrative of the 
determined and hardy spirit of the pioneers of IIli- 
nois, who admitted within their vocabulary no 


“sueh word as “ fail,’ and we are gratified in being 


able to give it its rightful place of honor among 
other views in the landscape of Stephenson County. 
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IM RS. SALLY A. SHOCKLEY, of Oneco 
Township, is the widow of Seth V. Shock- 


ley, who was born April 22, 1824, in Vi- 


enna County, Ohio, and died in Oneco 
Township, April 29, 1875. He was the son of 
Benjamin, and grandson of Sampson Shockley, na- 
tives of Ohio, who were of New England ancestry. 
The father of Seth V. died when his son was a 
child about two years old; he was a farmer, and 
originally owned the land upon which Vienna, Ohio, 
now stands. Mrs. Leah Shockley, the mother of 
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Seth V., was again married, and Seth lived with 
her until fifteen years old, then in 1839 came to 
this State, accompanied by his half-brother, and 
settled in Mt. Pleasant. He lived in that city a 
number of years, and then bought property, and 
put his brother on the same, to give him a start in 
life. 

Mr. Shockley attended school in the early days 
in Ohio, where he acquired a good education, and 
became expert in figures; he afterward taught 
school several terms. He was a great reader, and 
possessed a wonderfully retentive memory. As 
showing his energy, he worked for twenty-five cents 
a day to pay for his land, but notwithstanding he 
was poor and in debt when he came to this State, 
the possessions he left behind him testify how well 
he succeeded. His brother Benjamin lives at Bos- 
cobel, Wis., and is the only child living out of a 
family of twelve. 

Mr. Shockley was married, April 24, 1864, to 
Miss Sally Stites, and settled on his farm in Oneco 
Township, where he continued untilhis death. He 
put up the main buildings now on the place, and 
_Was a natural mechanic, possessing much ingenuity. 
Mrs. Shockley is the daughter of John Stites, of 
Union County, Pa., and moved to Illinois at the 
age of twenty-two years. Her mother was in her 
girlhood Miss E. Pierce, and she died in this county 
two years ago, at the age of seventy-eight years. 
Mrs. Shockley’s people were farmers, but her father 
was also in politics to some extent. He was at 
one time Sheriff of Clearfield County, Pa., and held 
other local offices. Mr. Shockley also had political 


offices of tfust. He was a Repu®Blican in politics, 
as were most male members of the family, while 
his wife’s people were all Democrats. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shockley became the parents of 
four children: John P. Lincoln was born Jan. 7, 
1866, and died-at the age of three years; Hannah 
was born Feb. 25, 1869, and lives at home; Benja- 
min, born Aug. 7, 1870, died at the age of two 
years; Anna L., born Dee. 25, 1872, is still living. 
Mr. Shockley was highly respected in his commun- 
ity, and his wife is a lady held in equal regard by 
all who have the pleasure of her acquaintance. 
She has exercised a careful oversight of the prop- 
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preferment before his death, he having filled local _ 





erty left her by her husband, and has sought to 
perpetuate it in accordance with his correct and 
progressive ideas.- That it is fully worthy of illus- 
tration in this work, will be acknowledged by those 
who examine the fine lithographic view elsewhere. 


00 Dro 0 


ENRY HOEFER, a substantial German far- 
mer of Loran Township, first opened his 
I eyes to the light in the Fatherland, May 21, 
1823. When a young man twenty-four 
years of age, not being satisfied with his condition 
or his prospects in his Own country, he resolved to 
emigrate to America. After an ocean voyage of 
nine weeks on a sailing-vessel, he arrived in this 
country in 1847, and c&me directly to Freeport, 
where he soon secured employment at wagon- 
making, which he had learned in the old country. 
He established the first shop for the manufacture 
of these vehicles in Freeport, but after two years 
concluded to change his occupation and location, 
and accordingly purchased forty acres of land in 
Florence Township, near the southern line of the ~ 
county, upon which he settled and remained for a 
period of thirteen years. He then sold out and re- 
moved to Loran Township, of which he has since 
been a resident and is the owner of 120 acres of 
improved land. He has a set of handsome and 
substantial frame buildings, good stock and farm 
machinery, and all the appurtenances of a first- 
class agriculturist. 
Our subject was married in Freeport, Ill, Aug. 
21, 1853, when just past thirty years ofage. The 


maiden of his choice was Miss Sophia Meiers, also 


a native of Germany, and born Sept. 9, 1833. The 
record of the twelve children born of this union is 
as follows: Fred W. married Miss Paulina Koerter- 
meier and is living in Freeport, Ill.; Bertha is the 
wife of J. C. Siekmann, of Florence ‘Township; 
August married Miss Sophia Sandmeier; Matilda 
is the wife of Jacob Sprague; Sophia married 
Henry H. Kahl; Henry, Emil A., Simon, Murray 
A., Minnie C. and Saddie E. are at home with 
their parerits; Willie died in infancy. Our subject 
and his wife are members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and enjoy the society and friendship 
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of the best people of their community. Mrs. 
Hoefer when a child came near losing her life. Her 
parents occupied a two-story frame house, which 
caught fire, and Mrs. H.: only saved herself by 
jumping from the window of the first story. She 
fortunately escaped ‘uninjured, to the surprise of 
all the spectators, who expected that she would 
at least sustain some broken bones. 


WA, 8. WILLIAM A. HUTCHINS, one of the’ 






} youngest members of the medical profes- 
' sion in the northeastern part of this coun- 
ty, received his diploma from Rush Medi- 
cal Collegé at Chicago, on the 17th of February, 
1885. After attending the Commencement exer- 
cises and the banquet given by the Faculty at the 
Palmer House, he came directly to Orangeville, 
where he hung out his shingle February 20, and 
was immediately called upon to exercise his pro- 
fessional skill. Since that time he has steadily 
gained ground in the confidence of the people of 


- this section, and a bright career is predicted for 


him in the future. 

Dr. Hutchins was born near Hanover in Jo Da- 
viess County, this State, Jan. 23, 1860, His father, 
Samuel S. Hutchins, was born near Ashtabula, Ohio, 
in 1831. His paternal grandfather was a native of 
Vermont, who emigrated to the Buckeye State dur- 
ing its early settlement, and was one of the pio- 
neers of Ashtabula County, locating there in 1814. 
He brought under cultivation a fine farm from the 
wilderness, and there spent the remainder of his 
days. ‘The Hutchins family is of English descent, 
as were also the parents of the mother of our sub- 
ject, who was before her marriage Miss Amanda 
Southward. 

S. S. Hutchins, the father of Dr. William A. 
Hutchins, lived with his parents in Ohio until a 
youth fifteen years of age, and then went to work 
in a steam sawmill. Afterward he went to the 
town of Ashtabula, where he engaged in the lumber 
business. Early in the fifties he came by lake to 
Chicago and thence overland to Illinois in search 
of a location. He found what he thought would 
suit him, and returning to Ohio for the purpose of 


| 





securing a companion and helpmeet, was married 
and returned to Jo Daviess County, locating in 
Hanover, first upon rented land. With the pro- 
ceeds of his labor he purchased a farm in Carrol] 
County, to which he removed, and lived there un- 
til March, 1859. 

In 1859 the father of our subject sold out all his 
property in Carroll County, and started for Cali- 
fornia. This proved a disastrous enterprise, as 
he lost all his money and personal effects. 
passage on a ferry to cross the Missouri River. 
As the wagon struck the boat the lines gave way, 
precipitating the horses and occupants into twenty 
feet of water. Fortunately there was a good swim- 
mer on board in the person of Mr. Hubbard, a 
brother-in-law of Mr. Hutchins, who dove down 
and rescued the drowning individuals, but the 
horses and merchandise sank to rise no more. Mr. 
Hutchins was, of course, compelled to return, and 
upon reaching Hanover, Ill., had barely enough 
money left to buy a cow and a barrel of flour. 
Then he traded his property there for a farm west 
of Oneco. To this farm he removed, and remained 
there until retiring from active labor, when he took 


up his residence in Orangeville, where he still re- 


sides. Mr. Hutchins retains possession of his farm 
property, and is largely interested in the breeding 
of’ Short-horn cattle, some of which are in Clay 
County, Lowa, where he has also large property in- 
terests. 

The parental family of our subject included four 
children: William A., in common with his brothers 
and sisters received his early education in the dis- 
trict school, and early in life selected his future vo- 
cation; his sister Helen became the wife of W. L, 
Hunter, who owns and operates a good farm in Clay 
County, Iowa, and in company with his father-in- 
law is engaged in stock-raising; Olive and Louis 
are at home with their parents; William A., after 
leaving the district school entered the office of Dr, 
Cutter, of Winslow, Ill, under whose instruction 
he studied for two years, and then entered upon a 
course of lectures at Chicago. 

Dr. W. A. Hutchins was married, June 3, 1886, 
to Miss Linda R. Krape, daughter of William and 
Catherine Krape, of Orangeville, Ill. (A sketch of 
the Krape family will be found on another page of 
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this volume.) The paternal grandfather of our sub- 
' ject was a peculiar man in many respects, and 
possessed great physical strength, and mental force 
of character. After several years spent in Ohio, 
he decided to visit his old home in Vermont, and 
setting out on foot walked every step of the way 
there and back, often distancing teams on the way. 
Horses were scarce in the pioneer days, and those 
in possession of the farmers were utilized in clear- 
ing the land and transporting the crops to market. 
Grandfather Hutchins used a compass for his guide 
in making this trip, as his route lay through a new 
and practically untraveled country. This feat made 
him quite famous, as if excited the wonder and ad- 
iniration of the country around. The resolute pe- 
destrian was in no way overcome by the fatigues of 
this journey. His descendants delight to relate of 
him that he cradled wheat in the harvest field when 
eighty years old. He died at the age of ninety- 
four years. The Southward family, through the 
generations, were noted for their physical strength 
and longevity. The maternal great-grandparents 
each lived to be over one hundred years of age. 


I, ANIEL C. LAMB, one of the enterpris- 
ing and successful farmers of section 22, 

Loran Township, was but six years of age 

when, with his parents, he came to Ste- 
phenson County in the fall of 1842. His parents 
were John and Catherine (Heccock) Lamb, the 


of New York State. They were-among the pio- 
neer settlers of Vigo County, Ind., which county 
has produced two members of Presidential cabinets, 
two United States Senators, three foreign ministers, 
and now has in the various departments at Wash- 
ington, more representatives than any individual 
county in the West. They emigrated from that 
county to Stephenson County in the fall of 1842, 
and took up their residence in Loran ‘Township, 
where they have since been honored and respected 
citizens. They were among the oldest settlers of 
Loran Township. ‘The mother died on the 21st of 
March, 1854. The father, in the fall of 1857, was 
united in marriage with Mary Shumway Stout, who 








father a native of Kentucky and the mother. 





died on the 3d of October, 1886. The fruits of 
the first marriage were eight children, of whom 
four sous and one daughter grew up to manhood 
and womanhood. 

The subject of this sketch was the oldest of the 
family. He was born in Vigo County, Ind., on 
the 16th of September, 1836. With the exception 
of seven months’ residence in Carroll County he 
has been a citizen of Stephenson County since 1842. 
On the 21st of October, 1863, he enlisted in Co. 
I, 13th Ll. Vol. Cav., and served in the army about 
two years. For meritorious service and faithful- 
ness as a soldier he was promoted First Sergeant 
in his company. During the time he was a mem- 
ber of the 13th he participated in all the skirm- 
ishes and engagements in which his regiment took 
part. When he was mustered out of the service 
he returned to Loran Township ‘and resumed his 
care of the farm. He has always been engaged in 
farming, and has devoted considerable attention to 
the raising of stock.. He is the owner of 200 acres 
of highly cultivated land. He has erected upon 
this farm substantial buildings, both for place of 
residence and the care of the products of the farm. 
He is one of the progressive farmers of the day, and 
is constantly adding improvements in the way of 
buildings and machinery. 

Mr. Lamb was married to Miss Julia A. Calhoun, 
daughter of James and Elizabeth (Clouse) Cal- 
houn, on the 22d of March, 1860. ‘The parents 
of Mrs. Lamb were of Irish and French ancestry, 
and came to Stephenson County in 1857, settling 
in Loran Township. Thence they afterward re- 
moved to Jefferson Township, and subsequently to 
Carroll County. ‘The mother died in Lanark, 111, 
on the 10th of August, 1865. The father survives 
at anadvanced age. ‘The family of these aged peo- 
ple consisted of five boys and four girls. In the 
order of birth Mrs, Lamb was the sixth child. She 
was born in Bedford County, Pa., on the 6th of 
May, 1844. ms 

Mr. and Mrs. Lamb have had ten children, of 
whom seven are living, viz: Emma C., Jessie A., 
Dora C., John W., Leslie L., Daisy E. and Shelby 
E. Hardin died when about four and one-half 
years old, and two died unnamed. Emma is the 
wife of D. W. Wallerman, and Jessie is the wife of 
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Mr. M. E. Bashor. Through the partiality of his 
neighbors Mr. Lamb has been chosen to several 
offices, including School Treasurer and Township 
Collector. He is a member of John A. Davis Post 
No. 98, G. A. R., of Freeport. Ever since the 
close of the war Mr. Lamb has espoused the cause 
of the Republican party and although not a politi- 
cian in the sense of being an office-seeker, he has 
steadily and persistently advocated the principles of 
that party. : 
- ee Ee SSE a 

PN HILIPP FRONING is one of the oldest, 
| ' longest established, and most successful 

physicians of the city of Freeport. He was 
i born in the village of Coesfeld. in the Em- 
pire of Germany, on the 29th of April, 1827. His 
parents were Henry and Catherine (Dannenfeld.) 
Froning. Atthe age of six years he entered school, 
which he attended until he reached sixteen, at which 
time-he wentinto the employ of a druggist and 
served four years. He was then druggist’s clerk 
for five years, and subsequently attended a course 
at the Pharmaceutical University at Berlin, from 
which he was graduated in 1850. 

For several years thereafter young Froning was 
employed in the drug-store, during which time he 
married Miss Maria Zenke, who was a native of 
Bremen, Germany. In 1855, in company with his 
wife, he sailed from Germany for New York, in 
which city he clerked in a drug-store one year. In 
1856 he came to Freepurt, Ill., and soon after ar- 
riving here, he opened the first German drug-store 
in the city. He continued in business until 1865, 
when he disposed of his store, and returned to the 
old country, where he studied medicine under the 


a 


celebrated Dr. Busch one year, and was then ap- - 


pointed assistant surgeon in the hospital with Prof. 
Busch during the Prussian and Austrian War. and 
served in the hospitals until 1866. In September 
* of that year he was assigned to duty as cholera phy- 
sician, in Essen, Prussia, during the prevalence of 
that plague there. He remained thus employed 
nearly seven weeks, until the dreadful scourge sub- 
sided, when he was relieved, and in December of 
the same year he sailed for America, having been 
absent one year and seven months. 


| ~<Ge 


Dr. Froning’ 





returned directly to the city of Freeport, and be- 
gan the practice of medicine, in which he was suc- 
cessful from the start. The following year he es- 
tablished a new drug-store, which he conducted un- 
til 1886, during which time he also enjoyed a lucra- 
tive and extensive practice. In that year he turned 
his drug business over to the management cf his 
sons John C. and Gustav A., who have since con- 
tinued the businesssuccessfully. Dr. Froning hav- 
ing relieved himself of all business cares of a mer- 
cantile nature, has since given his entire attention, 


’ and devoted his whole time, tothe practice of medi- 


cine. 

Dr.and Mrs, Froning are the parents of five chil- 
dren, three of whom are living—John Christian, 
and Gustav Adolph, successors to their father, aud 
Matilda, who resides with her parents. In 1876 Dr. 
Froning was appointed town physician, which posi- 
tion by appointment he has held ever since. He 
is a member of Freeport Lodge No. 239, I. O. O. 
F., and also of the Germania Society. 

Since his residence in Freeport, Dr. Froning has 
taken an active interest in all matters tending to 
benefit the city. He is public-spirited and enter- 
prising, and in 1869 built the handsome block on 
the corner of Galena avenue and Galena street. 
He has always been one of the progressive men of 
the city, and as such is duly recognized by its best 
people. 

SSS > SS 


member of the firm of Crotzer & Seise, with 
~ his partner represents in a creditable man- 
ner the hardware trade in Lena, which they estab- 
lished in 1878. Our subject came to this county 
when .a boy nine years of age, with his parents, 
George W. and Mary (Lower) Crotzer, a sketch of 
whom will be found elsewhere in this ALbum. He 
was first introduced to the responsibilities of life in 
the little town of Salona, Clinton Co., Pa.. Aug. 11, 
1848, and passed his childhood in the rural regions 
of that county, mostly upon his father’s farm. 

The education of Mr. Crotzer, begun in the Key- 
stone State, was completed in Lena, this county, 
mostly during the winter seasons. When eighteen 
years old, he started out to see something of the 
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world, and accompanied by his brother, Andrew S., 
drove a four-horse team from Lena to Kansas, start- 
ing in March, and reaching his destination five 
weeks later. In.the spring of 1877, he engaged in 
clerxing at Valley Falls, and soon afterward became 
a member of a company which put up an elevator 
and operated in grain until the spring following. 
_ He then returned to Lena, and incompany with his 
brothers, engaged in the hardware business with 
which he has since been connected. He associated 
himself with his present partner in March, 1881, and 
both being men of energy and straightforward busi- 
ness methods, their success was assured from the 
start. They carry a full line of everything in their 
department of trade, and enjoy the patronage of 
the most reliable people in West Point Township. 

The lady chosen for the life partner of our sub- 
ject was Miss Hannah K. Aigley, a native of this 
county, and the daughter of George Aigley, of Wad- 
dams Township. The marriage took place Oct. 14, 
1884, and the pair are established in a pleasant lit- 
tle home in Lena. Mr. Crotzer, since exercising 
the right of suffrage, has aided in the support of 
Republican principles, and as one of the rising 
young business men of Lena, his course is watched 
with interest, and the good wishes of hosts of 
friends. 
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ENRY MENDEN, of Ridott Township, is a 
thrifty farmer and successful stock-raiser. 
He located there in 1859. and now owns 
290 acres in this township, and forty in 
Winnebago County, township of Seward. He was 
born in the Kingdom of Prussia, Sept. 5, 1843. His 
father, Leonard Menden, came to this'country with 
his family in 1853, and lived in that township until 
his death, which occurred Oct. 10, 1855. Later, 
the mother went to Florence Township Dec. 10, 
1855, where she died at Yellow Creek. 

The subject of our sketch was the eldest of the 
children, two having died when young. He was 
only ten years old when he arrived in this country, 
and soon after set about earning his own living. 
We hear of his being a landed proprietor before 
becoming a benedict, his marriage occurring Feb. 
9, 1869, and Miss Martha Hamilton being the name 


_Gertrude and Robert. 





of his chosen bride. She was born in Seneca 
County, N. Y., in 1841. In 1844 her parents, 
William and Nancy (Miller) Hamilton, came to 
Illinois and took up their residence in Ridott, where 
Mr. Hamilton purchased some of the wild prairie 
land. The mother died in 1864, the father in 1874; 
both were among the first settlers here, and were 
honest, economical and thrifty people. 

Henry Menden and his wife now live on the old 
Hamilton homestead. While they have religious 
convictions, they belong to no particular church. 
They are the parents of seven children, two being 
deceased. Those living’are Mary, Sophia, Nancy, 
The deceased children are 
Lewis and Leonard. Mr. Menden in politics is a 
Republican. 
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Fe tons KRAFT, proprietor of the Kraft 





House, located near the depot of the Mil- 

waukee & St. Paul Railroad, has been offici- 
ating creditably as “mine host” in this locality for 
a period of seventeen years. He first obtained 
this property by purchase in partnership with his 
brother, Augustus, and they operated together un- 
til the death of the latter, in 1882, since which time 
our subject has continued the business alone. The 
building is a substantial two-story frame structure, 
containing thirty-six rooms, comfortably furnished 
and neatly kept. Mr. Kraft has had a long experi- 
ence in catering to the bodily comforts of the pub- 
lic, to which business he seems admirably adapted 
and in which he has met with success. 

Our subject was born in the Province of Baden, 
Germany, Sept. 25, 1847. He emigrated from his 
native land with his parents, Michael and Rachel 
Kraft, when about four years of age. They made 
the voyage on a sailing-vessel and were forty-eight 
days onthe ocean. After a short time spent in the 
city of New York, they came directly to the West 
and took up their abode in Freeport, whence a year 
later they removed to Buchanan County, Iowa, 
where the parents spent the remainder of their days. 
Edward crossed the Mississippi with his parents 
but shortly afterward returned to Freeport to at- 
tend the city schools, and after completing his 
studies became pastry cook at the Illinois Central 
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eating-house, which was located near the tracks of 
that road. He worked in this capacity about seven 
years, then rented the stand and continued the 
business on his own accourit for four years, during 
which time he had accumulated sufficient means, in 
company with his brother, to secure possession of 
the hotel which he now owns. ; 

Mr. Kraft was married at Freeport in 1872, to 
Miss Agnes Hess, a native of Wisconsin and of 
German parentage. She was reared on a farm 
near Shullsburg, and afterward, with her parents, 
became aresident of Freeport. They have no chil- 
dren. Mr. Kraft, politically, is an independent 
voter, and socially belongs to the Knights of Pythias, 
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(7, H. KNAPP. The Knapp family is of En- 
glish origin, and was first represented in the 
United States by one or two members who 
came prior to the Revolutionary War, and 
in Hyde Park, Luzerne Co., Pa. They 





settled 
ever delighted in the pursuit of agriculture, in 
which they were uniformly successful, and wherever 
they have located have been numbered among the 
prominent and highly respected citizens of the 


community. They have also possessed the quality 
of continuity in a large degree, and their first pos- 
sessions in REGnsylTS5e are still held by their de- 
scendants. 

The grandfather of our subject, Zephaniah 
Knapp, lived and died on a farm in what was then 
Luzerne, but a part of which was afterward di- 
vided off and became a portion of Lackawanna 
County. He lived to the advanced age of seventy- 
five years, and is recorded as having been particu- 
larly active and prosperous, Zephaniah Knapp 
reared a fine family of sons and daughters, among 
whom was Charles M., the father of our subject, 
who was born in Lackawanna County, and there 
grew to manhood. There also he was united in 
marriage with Mrs. Amy (Cole) Bradford, whose 
ancestry had become Americanized long before 
her birth. She is known to. have come of sub- 
stantial and reliable stock. Her father was a 
Methodist Episcopal preacher of prominence. After 
, marriage Charles M. Knapp and wife located in 








Bradford County, where their three children were 
born. The eldest son, Charles M., Jr., who had 
become a soldier in the Union army, died in the 
service, Jan. 31, 1864; his regiment was under 
the command of Gen. S. D. Atkins. Samuel H., 
of our sketch, was the second child; the youngest is 
Mrs. Laura A., the widow of Dr. E: A. Carpenter, 
of Baileyville, Ill. 

Mr. Knapp was a youth of sixteen years when 
his parents came to this State, in 1856, and located 
near Baileyville, on section 32, Silver Creek Town- 
ship. There the mother died May 18, 1886, after 
having arrived at the advanced age of nearly sev- 
enty-nine years. The father is still living, making 
his home with our subject, and is seventy-five years 
old. He is still active and vigorous in both mind 
and body, and keeps pace with the political events 
of the day, being still, as he has been for the last 
thirty years, a stanch adherent of the Republican 
party. 

The early life of our subject was mostly spent 
in the schools of his native county in Pennsylvania, 
and he completed his studies at Rock River Sem- 
inary, which was under the management of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was ambitious to 
excel and made good progress, and followed teach 
ing for several years before his marriage. This in- 
teresting event took place on the 7th of April, 
1867, his bride being Miss Laura A. Sprague, a 
native of East Randolph, Orange Co., Vt:, and who 
was born Feb. 22, 1839. Her parents, Edgerton 
and Philena (Carlisle) Sprague, were also natives 
of the Green Mountain State, and descended from 
French and Scoteh ancestry. Edgerton Sprague 
followed farming all his life, and in 1854, with his 
wife, came to Illinois on a visit to his daughter, 
Mrs. Knapp, at whose home he died in July of 
that year. The mother died in August, 1880, in 
Grundy County, Iowa, at the home of her son, C. 
M. Sprague. 

Mrs. Knapp was the eldest child and daughter of 
her parents, of whose three children one daughter, 
Ida M., is now deceased. Mrs. Knapp received a 
good education and began teaching at an early 
age, which profession she followed both in Ver- 
mont and in this county before her marriage. After 
their marriage our subject and his wife located 
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pres, ; n A 
upon their present farm, which consists of 169 | Smith, and also lives in Bennet, Neb., where he is 


acres, is finely located and provided with good 
buildings. -Mr. Knapp uniformly votes the Re- 
publican ticket and has served as Assessor of Sil- 


ver Creek Township three times. Mr. and Mrs. 
Knapp have no children. 
$10 90K A D000 —- 


if OBERT F. MITCHELL is one of the well- 

known Mitchell family of this county, who 

have been established here since 1842. Our 

©)) subject first saw the light in that part of 

Centre County now known as Clinton County, Pa., 

his birth occurring June 11, 1824. His father is 
William Mitchell, Esq. 

The early life of our subject was spent at his 
father’s home until he was eleven years of age, 
when he went out into the world, living among 
strangers until 1842. He then came with the rest 
‘of the family to Illinois, and lived with his mother 
for one year. Since that time he has looked out for 
himself, doing a general farming business. Mr. M. 
first purchased eighty acres of land in Lancaster 
Township, and lived on it until 1864, when he came 
to Dakota Township, and purchased 125 acres of 
land. He now has 120 acres, on which he has made 
his home. Pursuing the life of a farmer he has 
paid attention to his property, and has well im- 
proved it. He was married in Lancaster Township, 
in 1848, to Miss Zero Oak. She was born Dee. 31, 
1831, in Bucks County, Pa., and is the daughter of 
George Oak, who was a musician and public school 
teacher of standing. 

Her father, Mr. George Oak, married Miss Su- 
sanna Clevercy, who is now living in Rock City, in 
this county, and is past eighty-five years. Mr. 
Oak died in Lancaster Township, this county, in 
October, 1847. Mrs. Mitchell was reared at home, 
came West with her father and mother, and is the 
mother of seven children, two of whom are now 
deceased. Permilla resides at home; Reuben mar- 
ried Margaret Hayse, and resides in Dakota Town- 


ship on a farm; Joseph is married to Elizabeth. 


Stahl, and is living in Bennet, Lancaster Co. Neb., 
where he is a mechanic; Charles E. marrried Emily 





a saddler; George W. is now living at home, but 
has been four years with the Eclipse Windmill 
Company, of Beloit, Wis. ‘The deceased children 
are John L. and Andrew M. 

Mr. Mitchell and family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; politically he is a Re- 
publican. He is an honest, upright citizen, much 
esteemed in the community where he resides. 


» 
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y HARLES G. FRISBIE, proprietor of a fine 
© farm of 240 acres, on section 31, Silver 
NX? Creek Township, where he has been actively 
engaged in agricultural pursuits for the last eight- 
een years, is numbered among its representative 
citizens. He is a New Englander by birth, and 
first opened his eyes to the light in Hartford 
County, Conn., Aug. 31, 1847. His father, James 
Frisbie, was a native of the same State, and prided 
himself upon being of pure, unadulterated Yankee 
blood. The grandfather of our subject, by name 
Gad Frisbie,’ was of English ancestry, who came 
to the United States prior to the Revolution- 
ary War, a number of whom assisted the Colonists 
in their struggle for freedom. He married Miss 
Eliza Pettibone, and in connection with the labor 
involved in keeping up a large farm, also operated 
a public house, serving successfully as ‘mine host” 
for a long period. The grandparents both lived to 
an advanced age, each being nearly eighty-seven 
years old at the time of death. 

James Frisbie, the father of our subject, after 
reaching years of manhood married Miss Henrietta 
Pettibone, a native of his own State, and of simi- 
lar ancestry. They emigrated to Illinois in 1857, 
and the father of our subject opened up a good 
farm in Silver Creek Township, where the parents 
lived for the following ten years, then, with all 
their children except Charles G., they crossed the 
Mississippi into Montgomery County, Mo., and 
took up a homestead, where they have since re- 
sided. - James Frisbie is now sixty-five years of 
age, and his wife, Henrietta, sixty-one. He is a 
member of the Republican party, and the mother 
belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


























A 356 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








Charles G. Frisbie was the second of ten chil- 
dren, consisting of seven sons and three daughters, 
born to his parents, all living, and eight of them 
married. They held a family reunion on the 26th 
of September, 1886, which was made the occasion 
of general rejoicing, and was really an interesting 
and remarkable spectacle to look upon, the parents 
hale and hearty, with their ten children, in the very 
midst of their strength and usefulness. Charles 
G., in common with his brothers and sisters, was 
educated. in the district school, and remained a 
member of the household until the breaking out of 
the late war. Although then but a youth of sey- 
enteen years, he was accepted as a Union soldier, 
in Co. C, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., with which he served 
until the close of the war, and returned home in 
safety. Soon after leaving the army he returned 
to Silver Creek Township, and ‘prepared to resume 
farming. After laying the foundations of a future 
home, by purchasing a tract of land. he was united 
in marriage, Dec. 16, 1869, with Miss Mary E. 
Vought, the wedding taking place at the home of 
the bride in Silver Creek Township. Mrs. Frisbie 
was born on her father’s homestead in the above- 


ter of Godfrey and Lucey (Wilson) Vought, who 
are now residents of Freeport. They came to this 
county in 1844, and are numbered among its most 
highly respected citizens. ‘The parental family in- 
cluded nine children, two of whom are deceased. 
Five of the seven survivors are married. Mrs, F. 
was educated in the district schools, and remained 
with her parents until her marriage. Her three 
children were named respectively, Verna M., James 
V. and Daniel William. The latter child was 
christened in honor of an uncle who died in the 
army, and now fills a soldier’s grave in Scott’s 
Cemetery. Mrs. Frisbie is an active member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Frisbie is 
Republican in politics. He has been a useful man 
in his community. He has served as: Road Com- 
missioner three terms. 

The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Frisbie was an 
Englishman by birth, and a skilled mechanic, who 
served as foreman in the shops of Robert Fulton, 
during the building of the first vessel that was 
operated by steam, and to which the discovery by 





named township, Aug. 24, 1849, and is the daugh- - 





this great man, of utilizing steam as a propelling 
power, was then applied. This boat was ironed 
throughout by Adam Wilson. 
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ESSE R. LEIGH, ex-Sheriff of Stephenson 
County and a brave and gallant soldier for 
the Union during the late Civil War, is now 
engaged in the peaceful pursuits of farm 

life on section 35, in Harlem Township. 

The parents of our subject, Joseph and Eliza 
(Thompson) Leigh, were natives of Washington 
County, N. Y. The father was a farmer by occu- 
pation, and with his excellent wife continued to 
reside in Washington County until his death about 
1877. The demise of the mother took place in 
1835. Nine children were born of their union, all 
of whom lived to attain the age of maturity. 

‘Jesse R. Leigh was the seventh in order of birth 
of his parents’ children. He first saw light in 
Washington County, N. Y., April 19, 1831, and - 
there developed into manhood. His early years 
were passed on the home farm, and he continued 
to reside with his parents until he was about six- 
teen years old. -At this age he began working in 
a gristmill and later in a tannery, and subse- 
quently learned the trade of a carpenter and joiner. 
This latter he followed until his enlistment in the 
Union army, which was in August, 1862. Join- 
ing the 92d Illinois Infantry he became First Ser- 
geant of Company A, and served his country 
faithfully and well until the close of the war, when 
he: received an honorable discharge. He was 
wounded at the battle of Aiken, 8S. C. After 
thirty days’ experience in an ambulance he was 
assigned to the hospital at Wilmington, N. C., 
thence to New York, and for about three months 
he was there confined. 

Mr. Leigh was discharged from the service June 
21, and was subsequently mustered out at Chicago. 
He returned from the war and located in this 
county, to which he had moved from New York 
State in 1856, and since which time he has made it 
his home. For about two years after his return 
from the war he was engaged in buying grain and 
stock at Eleroy, and the remainder of his time 
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until the present has been devoted chiefly to ag- 
ricn]tural pursuits. In 1876 he was elected Sheriff 
of this county, and in 1878 re-elected to the same 
position, and was the incumbent of that office for 
four years. In 1881 he was appointed Deputy 
Revenue Collector of the Second Illinois District, 
which position he held until 1885, when, on account 
of a change of administration, he -was compelled 
to vacate. : 

Jesse R. Leigh was united in marriage with Miss 
Harriet L. Pickard May 2, 1859, in Ogle County, 
this State. Mrs. Leigh was the daughter of Squire 
_ OQ. and Sarah (Way) Pickard, natives of Connecti- 
cut. Her parents came to this county in 1839 and 
settled in Erin Township. In the summer of 1865 
they removed to Iowa County, lowa, where the 
mother died in 1871. The father survives and 
is a resident of Shelby County, Iowa. Nine chil- 
dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Pickard, and grew 
to the age of maturity. Mrs. Leigh was the oldest 
of her parents’ children, and was born in Erin 
Township March 16, 1840. Several months prior to 
her marriage she was engaged in teaching. Her 
union with Mr. Leigh has been blest with four chil- 
dren—Clarence W., Ivy C., Jennie W. and Jessie M. 
Clarence W. married Miss Mary Munn, and they 
are living in Chicago, where he is engaged in the 
practice of medicine. Mr. Leigh socially isa mem- 
ber of the Masonic fraternity, and likewise belongs 
to the G. A. R., holding fellowship with John A. 
Davis Post No. 98, of Freeport. In polities he is 
a member of the Republican party. 
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ILLIAM H, CLARNO, a resident of Oneco 
\f Township for twenty-eight years, was born 
in ‘Tazewell County, this State, on the 3d 

of April, 1835, and is the son of John H. Clarno, 
who was born in Virginia in 1790. His paternal 
grandfather, a native of France, emigrated to 
America early in life and settled in Virginia, where 
he was married and reared his family. His son, 
John H., remained in his native State until chang- 
ing his residence to Ohio, where he Jived until he 
was thirty-eight years of age. He then moved to 





Tazewell County, Lll., and engaged in farming for 
a period of four years, thence moved to the farm 
in Oneco Township where his son William H. has 
lived since the 16th of August, 1838. 

This property was purchased in that year asa 
claim by John H. Arno, and consisted of 320 acres. 


. Here he labored industriously to eliminate a home- 


stead from the primitive soil, and in the meantime 
became prominent as a succcessful farmer and 
a valued citizen. For a number of years he ofti- 
ciated as Justice of the Peace and held other local 
offices. He died in 1856, at the age of fifty-six 
years, on the farm which he had opened up from 
the wilderness. He was a member of the old Whig 
party, and became a Republican upon its abandon- 
ment, a short time before his death. Mr. Clarno’s 
mother was in her girlhood Miss Jane Plimel, daugh- 
ter of Anthony Plimel, who was born in Ohio. Her 
people, so far as known, were through several gen- 
erations natives of the Buckeye State, and farmers 
by occupation. 

Mr. Clarno lived with his parents until the fall 
of 1855, with the exception of one year which he 
devoted to the trade of blacksmithing. He then 
went to Minnesota and engaged in farming and 
breaking ground for others at a stipulated price per 
acre. He remained there until in December, 1858, 
then started on a visit to Oneco Township. He ar- 
rived there on the Ist of January, 1859, and has been 
there ever since. He and his brother jointly owned 
a claim in Minnesota and had equal interests in 
their father’s estate. William H. exchanged his 
interest in the Minnesota claim for his brother’s in- 
terest in the estate, thereby becoming the possessor 
of the homestead. ; 

Our subject, in 1860, was married to Miss Mary 
C. Kylor, who was born Feb. 16, 1841, and is the 
daughter of Henry Kylor, of Clearfield County, 
Pa, The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Clarno 
was a native of Germany. Her father was engaged 
in farming and lumbering in Pennsylvania, where 
he died nearly forty-six years ago. The mother 
was subsequently married, and in 1857, the step- 
father came west and located at Sac City, where he 
remained one year. He then came to Stephenson 
County and located in Oneco Township, where he 
resided many years. He died in August, 1879. 
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The mother is still living. Mrs. Clarno had one 
sister and two brothers. 

The family of John H. and Jane (Plimel) Clarno 
included eleven children, of whom William H. was 
the fifth. The latter and his estimable lady are the 
parents of nine children: Mary J., Mrs. Walter; Sa- 
rah E., Mrs. Reeser; John H.; Oliver P., who re- 
sides in Orangeville; Anthony J., Aaron A., Min- 
nie L., Stella V., and Joseph A., who died in Janu- 
ary, 1884. Mrs. Clarno belongs to the United 
Brethren Church, and Mr. Clarno votes the Repub- 
lican ticket. He has filled several local offices, and 
by many other complimentary acts have his fellow- 
citizens signified their approval of his career as a 
citizen and business man. 

The portraits of Mr. Clarno and wife shown on 
another page, will be viewed with uncommon in- 
terest as of those who looked upon this section of 
country in its pioneer days, and watched its de- 
lightful transformation with unalloyed satisfaction. 


ECIL N. BENTLEY, a prominent repre- 
(¢ sentative of the farming interests of Har- 
‘lem Township, is located on section 22, 
where he has a fine body of land. It has been cus- 
tomary to speak of meu who have raised them- 
selves to honorable stations in life without the aid 
of wealth or influential friends, as self-made men, 
and in this sense the subject of this biography is 
essentially a self-made man. His parents were El- 
dred and Lydia (Niles) Bentley, the father a na- 
tive of New York State, and the mother of Rhode 
Island. They first settled at Stephentown, in Rens- 
selaer County, N. Y. We hear of them in Chau- 
tauqua County, that State, in 1829, having gone 
there from Berkshire County, Mass. There is where 
they died. The father wasa farmer by occupation. 
His wife bore him seven children, three boys and 
four girls. The paternal grandmother of our sub- 
ject was a sister of Gen. Ethan Allen, of Revolu- 
tionary fame. 
Cecil N. Bentley, of this sketch, was the sixth 
child of his parents. He was born amid the Berk- 
shire hills of Massachusetts, July 24, 1826, and was 





only three years old when his parents removed to 
Chautauqua County. He remained at home until 
the death of his father, which took place when he 
was sixteen years old. After his father’s decease, 
he set out to earn his own living. He returned to 
his native county with the belief that there would 
be the place to augment his fortunes, but after re- 
maining there one year, he sought his old home 
againin Chautauqua County, remaining until No- 
vember, 1853. He then came to Stephenson County 
and settled in Harlem Township. He only lived 
there, however, about two years, and then took up 
his residence in Winslow Township. Here he lived 
until April, 1858, when the demon of unrest. still 
possessing him, he left for Kansas, but stopped in 
Iowa. After roaming around, he finally deter- 
mined to return to Illinois, and settled in Harlem 
Township. 

Mr. Bentley has acquired 300 acres of land here, 
and 160 acres in Iowa. He has steadily increased 
the value of his possessions, putting up substantial 
buildings and effecting other improvements on his 
farms. He was married in Fredonia, Chautauqua 
Co., N. Y., July 8, 1844, to Miss Electa Smith, 
daughter of Jeriol and Amy (Doud) Smith. The 
wife’s parents were natives of Connecticut, but set- 
tled in Genesee County, N. Y., and later on came 
from Chautauqua County, N. Y., to Stephenson 
County, in the spring of 1853, making their perma- 
nent home in Harlem Township, where they died. 
They had twelve children, five boys and seven 
girls. 

Mrs. Bentley was the fifth child of her ~ father’s 
family. She was born in Genesee County, N. Y., 
Aug. 19, 1823. Mr. and Mrs. Bentley have had 
nine children, three of whom survive. Lucy I. is 
the wife of Hercules Price, and resides in Freeport, 
Ill.; George married Lillie Barton, and resides in 
Kansas; Charles C. married Theresa Mulnip, and 
resides in Harlem Township. Lewis D. was kicked 
by a colt, and died from his injuries June 23, 1866, 
when twenty-one years old; Alva was scalded to 
death when twenty months old; Arva died when 
four years old; Lydia was three years old at the 
time of her decease; Viola and another child died 
in infancy. Mr. Bentiey has been a School Di- 
rector, Trustee, Constable and Highway Commis- 
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sioner, and Treasurer of the Commissioners for 
many terms. In politics, he is a Democrat. 
Lewis D. Bentley, who met his untimely death by 


accident, during the late war was a member of Co. | 


D, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf. He had enlisted only two 
years before the close of the war. He had earned 
the reputation of being a good soldier, obedient to 
duty and always ready for action. When the war 
ended, he returned home, February 2, and the fol- 
lowing June was removed from earth, cut off when 
his young manhood gave promise of a bright future. 

Mr. Bentley is orthodox in religious views, be- 
nevolent and kind in his manners, a good neighbor 
and a kind father and husband. He is entitled to 
the confidence of his neighbors and friends, which 
he possesses in a marked degree. 


= 


A. CRAIN is a well-known attorney of 
| Freeport, whose ancestral history is of un- 
disputed interest, and essentially as follows: 
The Crane family (spelled then in this man- 
ner) originated in England, where there are many 
of them, and where, it may be mentioned as a fact, 
there are disconnected records of them in the Her- 
ald’s College for over four centuries. In 1645 they 
first appeared in America, and in the course of time 
dispersed themselves along the Atlantic coast from 
New England to Georgia. The southern branch 
of this family altered the orthography of the name 
into Crain, much we suppose as Smith is thought 
to be improved by writing it Smythe, a harmless 
kind of prevarication, which, gratifying an innocent 
vanity, deceives no one as to the true origin of the 
name. 

A part of the Crains, then, settled in Oglethorpe 
County, Ga., from whence some of the more ad- 
venturous younger generation, in the Indian War 
days, removed to Kentucky. In 1801 one of them, 
whose Christian name we are sorry to say we have 
forgotten, wishing to withdraw himself from, to his 
taste, the effete civilization with which he deemed 
himself hemmed in, with his family of nine girls 
and six boys again removed to where he had more 
elbow room, and where Indians were plenty, into 
what was then the Illinois Territory. He located 





in Randolph County, within a few miles of the old 
French trading-post of Kaskaskia, at that time the 
seat of the Territorial Government. Among his 
family were Milly, Thomas and Benjamin; Milly 
married Francis Garner, and in the course of time 
the discovery of the lead mines at Galena, where 
fortunes were supposed to be made suddenly, drew 
Thomas Crain and Francis Garner with their fami- 
lies into Northern Illinois, where Garner settled at 
Cherry Grove, in Carroll County, and Thomas 
Crain finally located at the place near Freeport 
which took the name of Crain’s Grove. Both of 
them in 1832 were volunteers in the Black Hawk 
War. After 1818, in which year Illinois became a 
State, John Crain, one of the sons of Benjamin, re- 
moved in 1827 to Washington County, where he 
resided till his death in 1872, and where he held 
the office of Sheriff, was in both houses of the State 
Legislature, and served asa member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention of 1848. 

In 1830 in Covington, the then county seat of 
Washington County, and which had lately been the 
residence of Joseph Phillips, the first Chief Justice 
of Illinois, John Crain married Miss Anna Higgins, 
and tney made their home in that place in the 
house of Judge Phillips, where was born to them, 
Jan. 8, 1831, their only child, the subject of this 
sketch. In 1833 the father of J. A. Crain entered 
a large body of land near Nashville, to which the 
county seat had been removed from Covington, 
and opened up a farm where he made his home un- 
til his death. Upon this farm the earlier days of 
J. A. Crain were spent; here he went through the 
usual experiences of farm life and district.school, 
doing a good deal of desultory reading among a 
miscellaneous collection of books of which his 
father, for. those days, had quite a library, up to 
the age of twelve, when it was his goud fortune to 
be put under the tutelage of B. G. Roots, the pio- 
neer educator of that region, and latterly, for many 
years, the venerable President of the Board of Edu- 
cation of our State, with whom he remained nearly 
three years, and to whose superior practical train- 
ing, unsurpassed even at the present day, and to 
the methods of which, carried into his professional 
life, Mr. Crain owes whatever of success he may 
have had as a lawyer. : 
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In 1849, through his own enterprise mainly, 
young Crain was appointed at the same time with 
the now Maj. Gen. John Schofield, a cadet to the 
United States Military Academy, at West Point, 
but owing to the strenuous opposition of friends to 
which he finally yielded, resigned without ever 
having left home,a mistake and loss of opportunity 
for education he has ever since most deeply. re- 
gretted. He remained at home carrying on his 
father’s farm, getting such knowledge of books as 
he could, until 1854, when, resolving he would try 
and obtain a thorough legal education, he quitted 
the farm and entered the Harvard Law School at 
Cambridge, the oldest and then esteemed best in 
the country, where, after two years of close appli- 
cation he graduated in 1856 with the degree of L. 
B. Desiring, however, to further avail himself of 
the great advantages of the law school, he remained 
a third year as a post-graduate. 

In 1857 Mr. Crain returned to Illinois, and hav- 
ing been admitted to the bar in February of that 
year, located in Freeport and commenced the prac- 
tice of his chosen profession. Here for a period of 
over thirty years, he has been a diligent, close and 
unremitting student of the law, steadily building 
up a practice and reputation second to no attorney 
and counselor in his county. He has confined him- 
self strictly to his professional duties, devoting 
himself to the interests of his clients, refusing to 
have anything whatever to do with politics. Many 
‘of his professional brethren, who began in Freeport 
about the same time, have been honored with 
offices both legislative and judicial, but Mr. Crain 
has never desired or sought an office at the hands 
of the public. His most intimate friends have been 
his law books, an association which with him par- 
takes of the character of companionship.. Of these 
he has the most costly and complete library of any 
lawyer in the State outside of the city of Chicago. 
It is especially valuable in a rare and useful col- 
lection of statutes, from the organization of the 
Indiana Territory, of which Illinois once formed a 
part, down to the present time, and the possession 
of which in a single instance, enabled him by illus- 
trating the gradual change since 1805 of our crim- 
inal code to save a wrongly convicted client from 
the penitentiary. In March, 1887, Mr. Crain was 





admitted to the bar of the United States Supreme 
Court at Washington. In 1860, at Freeport, Mr. 
Crain was married to Miss Vennette, eldest daugh- 
ter of Hon. Martin P. Sweet, who in this part of Tlli- 
nois is the most able and eloquent advocate ever at 
the bar. Of this union there were born five chil- 
dren—Kitty. John, Vennette S., Charles F. and Ethel 
G., the two eldest of whom died in infancy. 
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ILLIAM H. KACHELHOFFER, a success- 
ful general farmer of Silver Creek Town- 
ship, has a snug homestead on section 16, 
not far from the place of his birth. He is a native 
of this township and first drew breath Dec. 16, 
1853." He was the youngest but one of his parents’ 
family of ten children, and comes from substantial 
German ancestry. lis father, Joseph Kachelhoffer, 
emigrated to the United States from Alsace, now 
Germany, in 1839, and located first in the State of 
New York. Thence, about 1848, he migrated 
westward, and coming into this county, assisted in 
the erection of the old Yellow Creek brewery in 
the northern part of the township. In this he 
owned a half interest,and for some time was the 
partner of Mr. Hettinger. Upon withdrawing from 
this business he began purchasing land, and in due 
time became the owner of more than 900 acres in 
this township and 400 acres near Parkersburg, 
Iowa. He departed this life at his home in Silver 
Creek Township, on the homestead where his son 
now resides, July 1, 1880. He is remembered as 
aman of more than ordinary intelligence, and as 
his career indicates, was uniformly successful in 
his business transactions. 

Our subject remained under the parental roof 
until reaching his majority, and was married at 
Freeport, lll., Nov. 28, 1877, to Miss Martha J. 
Bardel, a native of Silver Creek Township, and 
born July 30, 1853. The sketch of her father, 
John Bardel, will be found elsewhere in this 
Atsum. Mrs. K. was reared by her parents and 
remained with them until her marriage. Her union 
with our subject resulted in the birth of five chil- 
dren, of whom one, Henry J., died when nine 
months old. Those surviving are Magdalena E., 
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John H., Clara H. and Mary J. Soon after his 
marriage our subject began farming for himself, 
and is now the owner of 190 acres which has been 
carefully cultivated and is supplied with valuable 
improvements. He is considered a representative 
farmer and citizen, and by his manly and straight- 
forward course has attained to a good position 
among his neighbors. Politically he is a Demo- 
erat, and religiously, a loyal adherent of the 
Catholic faith. 


EEE a 


OHN M. REES, Supervisor of Erin Town- 

ship, has resided in that locality for over 

thirty-eight years, and been prominent in 

its agricultural and local affairs. He held 
the position of Constable two years, has served as 
Commissioner of Highways and Township Clerk, 
and with his estimable wife and four of their chil- 
dren, is one of the pillars of the Lutheran Church. 
He has been a member of its council for a period 
of fifteen years and Sunday-school Superintendent 
twelve years. Politically, he is a Democrat, and 
one of the strongest advocates of temperance in 
this section. 

The homestead of our subject is pleasantly lo- 
cated on section 24, where he cultivates 160 acres 
of valuable land and has a substantial set of frame 
buildings. His farming operations have been con- 
ducted with the wisdom and good judgment which 
have characterized him in all his transactions, while 
his personal character has secured him the highest 
regard of his neighbors and acquaifitances. The 
residence and buildings indicate the thrift and in- 
dustry of the proprietor, and the farm stock and 
machinery bear fair comparison with that of the 
farm property in a community noticeable for its 
prosperity and enterprise. 

Mr. Rees is a native of Union County, Pa., 
where his birth took place at the country home of 
his parents, Nov. 13, 1834. He is the son of Semah 
and Margaret (Sights) Rees, also natives of Union 
County, where they were reared and married. They 
remained there for a time after beginning life to- 
gether, but in April, 1850, gathered together their 





household gocds and traveled by water and over- 
land to the Prairie State. They took up their 
abode in Loran Township, this county, but nine 
months iater, in March, 1851, purchased a tract, of 


_ land in Erin Township, where the father established 


a permanent home which he occupied until his 
death, July 28, 1863. The mother survived her 
husband nearly eleven years, her death taking place 
at the home of her son, in March, 1874. 

The parental household of our subject included 
twelve children, nine sons and three daughters, of 
whom John M. was the seventh in order of birth. 
He was a lad sixteen years of age when the family 
removed from Pennsylvania to Illinois, and since 
that time has been a resident of Stephenson County. 
He remained under the home roof until twenty- 
three years of age, and then engaged in farming 
on his own account on land adjacent to his father’s 
homestead. His early education had been extremely 
limited, and he learned early in life to depend upon 
himself, and thus gained that strength of character 
and reliance which have been the secret of his suc- 
cess. During the progress of the late war, consid- 
ering it his duty to have a hand in the conflict, he 
enlisted, in January, 1865, in the 26th Illinois In- 
fantry, serving until the close of the war. This, 
however, included but a period of six months, but 
he had the pleasure of being present in the grand 
review at Washington and the consciousness of 
knowing that he had been ready to meet the rebels 
in open fire if occasion offered. After the organi- 
zation of the Grand Army of the Republic he be- 
came a member of William A. Goddard Post, at 
Lena, with which he is still identified. He takes a 
lively interest in the affairs of his adopted county 
and State, and keeps himself well posted upon cur- 
rent events. 

The marriage of John M. Rees and Miss Eliza- 
beth Fye, was celebrated at the home of the bride, 
on the 25th of March, 1858. Mrs. Rees is the 
daughter of Conrad and Sarah (Rumbager) Fye, 
natives of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to this 
State after their marriage, becoming residents of 
this county in 1846. After a residence of six 
months in Freeport, they removed to a tract of 
land in Florence Township, in the cultivation of 
which Mr. Fye was engaged two years. ‘Thence he 
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removed to Loran Township and finally to Eleroy, 
in Erin Township, where he lived retired until 
called from his earthly labors, his death occurring 
Sept. 1, 1884. The mother still survives and is a 
resident of Eleroy, being now seventy-four years of 
age. The parents of Mrs. Rees had ten children, 
of whom she was the eldest. She was born in 
Cambria County, Pa., Jan. 17, 1835. She passed 
her childhood and youth under the home roof, 
availing herself of the instruction to be obtained 
ip the district schools, and under the training of 
her excellent mother became well fitted for the 
duties of life. Of her marriage with our subject 
there have been born seven children, of whom the 
record is as follows: Eleanor, now the wife of Rev. 
William H. Hartman, is a resident of Davis, this 
county; Charles W. died when two and one-half 
years of age; those remaining, Daniel F., James 
_M., Herbert V., William H. and Sidney J., are at 
home with their parents. 


PP Dees sic 


OHN J. MOORE, of Orangeville, a native 
of Lehigh County, Pa., has been a resident 
of Stephenson County, Ill., for a period of 
nearly forty years, coming here with his 

parents when a child four years of age. He was 
born Oct. 30, 1844, and is the youngest son of 
Charles and Josephine (Switzhoupt) Moore, natives 
respectively of Bucks and Northampton Counties, 
Pa. Charles Moore was born Sept. 27, 1806, and 
was the son of Thomas Moore, a native of Mary- 
land. The great-grandfather of our subject, as 
have been most of his male descendants, was a 
farmer by occupation, and spent the last years of 
his life on a comfortable homestead six miles from 
Carlisle, Pa. His son Thomas, however, learned 
the trade of a miller, which he followed during his 
early manhood, but finally located on a farm in 
Northampton County, upon which was a mill, and 
operated both farm and mill until called from his 
earthly labors. His wife was formerly Miss Eliza- 
beth Yeager, of Bucks County, Pa. She died in 
1812, in Lehigh County. 

Charles Moore, the father of our subject, availed 
himself of his opportunities for securing an educa- 





tion, although the facilities then provided would 
at this day and age appear extremely limited. 
There were no houses devoted to this purpose, but 
the school, conducted on the subscription plan, was 
carried on in any vacant room which could be se- 
cured, The buildings erected in those days were 
mostly of logs, and the desks and seats furnished 
the pupils were constructed of slabs. After his 
studies were completed young Moore commenced 
assisting his father in the mill, and remained under 
the home roof until twenty-two years of age; then, 
starting out for himself he worked first by the 
month and afterward rented a flouring-mill in 
Northampton County, until 1848. In the spring 
of that year he started with his family for this State, 
and locating in Cedarville took charge of a mill 
belonging to J. H. Addams, which he operated two 
years, and then removed to Freeport, running a 
mill there for two years. Thence he removed to 
Brookville, Ogle County, but after a year returned 
to Freeport, where he took charge of the Webster 
Mills for four years following, then purchased a 
flouring-mill at Rock. Run, which he operated in 
connection with a farm until the spring of 1866. 
Soon afterward he took possession as proprietor of 
the Orangeville flouring-mills and sawmills, and has 
since operated these successfully and profitably. 
He rebuilt the sawmill in 1867, providing it with 
the more modern machinery, and has since enjoyed 
the patronage of the people throughout that section. 

The mother of our subject was born Nov. 13, 
1807, and became the wife of Charles Moore Oct. 
26, 1828. Her parents, Josephand Rosanna Switz- 
houpt, were natives of Pennsylvania. She became 
the mother of eleven children, five now living: 
Annie §. is the wife of Franklin Kaufman, a resi- 
dent of Orangeville; Edward T. also lives there; 
Agnes, the wife of John Wade, is a resident of 
Polo; Ellen married Edward ‘Tucker, and lives in 
LaFayette County, Wis.; John J., of our sketch, 
was the tenth child. 

Our subject pursued his early studies in the dis- 
trict schools, and assisted his parents on the farm 
until his marriage, since which time they have re- 
sided with hin. For some years past he has been 
associated with his brother Edward in the manage- 
ment of the mills and farm. 
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The marriage of John J. Moore and Miss Lucinda 
Woodring took place in LaFayette County, Wis., 
March 25, 1871. Mrs. M. was born in Northamp- 
ton Co., Pa., in 1848, and is the daughter of Daniel 
and Catherine (Zeller) Woodring. By her mar- 
riage with our subject she has become the mother 
of two children—Maud M. and Ralph W. Mr. 
Moore is a member of Orangeville Lodge No. 687, 
A. F. & A. M., J. R. Scroggs Lodge No. 372, I. O. 
O. F., and Orangeville Camp No. 82, M. W. A. 
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ASPER B. MALLORY. The Mallory fam- 
ily, which oviginally came from Scotland, 
located in New York State, and from the 
original progenitor, our subject isa descend- 

ant, down through several generations. His pater- 
nal grandfather, Jasper Mallory, was both merchant 
and farmer by calling. He left his native State 
when a young man, and went to Hartford County, 
Conn., where he met and married Miss Harriet 
Newton, a direct descendant of the great philoso- 
pher Sir Isaac Newton. After their marriage they 
went to Clarington, Monroe Co., Ohio, and grand- 
father Mallory was there engaged for some years 
before his death as a general merchant. The grand- 
parents lived to be quite old, Jasper Mallory ar- 
riving at the age of eighty-four years before his 
death; his wife died some years younger. 

' The father of our subject, DeWitt C. Mallory, 
waa the eldest of a family of eight children. He 
was born in Hartford County, Conn., in 1807, and 
went to Ohio when a child. He was married in 
Monroe County, that State, to Ellen Brown, who 
was born in Greene County, Pa., about 1810. Her 
father, John Brown, was a noted surveyor, and 
represented Greene County in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania for some years. He died in Ver- 
milion County, Ill. His wife, whose maiden name 
was Jane Hurley, later came to Stephenson County 
and died at the home of her youngest daughter, 
Mrs. Jane Henthorn. 

After the marriage of DeWitt C. Mallory, he be- 
gan farming in Ohio, and a few years later came to 
Vermilion County, LL, about 1827 or 1828. 





He made settlement on an unbroken section of 
land in that part of the State, but early in the 
spring of 1837 sold out his interest in Vermilion 
County, and came with a stock of merchandise to 
this county, locating on sections 7, 8, 17 and 18, 
in Rock Run Township. He started his store on 
what is now section 18 of Rock Run Township. 
The claim that he settled on comprised 320 acres, a 
large portion of which wasintimber. He followed 
merchandising and farming for some years, when 
he quit the former occupation, and gave his whole 
attention to the latter. His operations asa farmer 
met with success and he lived here for some time, 
then removed to Ridott Township. The mother 
died May 5, 1870, in Freeport, and the father then 
went to Vernon County, Mo., and is yet living 
there, aged eighty years. He is and his wife wasa 
member of the Christian Church. 

Our subject was born Sept. 30, 1831, in Ver- 
milion County, Ill, and was the third in a family 
of thirteen children, eight sons and five daughters. 
Two of the former and four of the latter are 
deceased. Jasper B. was educated in the common 
schools and lived at home until his marriage, in 
this township, to Miss Ella J. Luce, Feb. 12, 1852. 

Mrs. Mallory was born in Oneida County, N. Y. 
After the death of her parents she came to Ohio, 
and was reared by Josiah Willard, the father of 
Miss Frances E. Willard, the distinguished temper- 
ance authoress and lecturer. While Mrs. Mallory 
was living with Mr. Willard in Ohio, she came 
here on a visit and met her husband. She is now 
the mother of ten children, of whom two are de- 
ceased and five are married. Nellie is the wife of 
Harvey Cole, residing in Aurora, Hamilton Co., 
Neb., Mr. Cole being County ‘Treasurer there; 
Mary is the wife of William Wolf, a farmer of 
Rock Run Township; Lizzie J. is also the wife of 
a farmer, Henry B. Daniels, of Hampton, Iowa; 
Josiah W. took to wife Cora Wilkison; they live 
on a farm in Rock Run Township, as does also Ed- 
mond G., who married Ida M. Cotherman; Ro- 
manza A. is a teacher in the public schools of this 
county; Jasper B., Jr., and Josie B. live at home. 

After marriage Mr. Mallory lived in Lancaster 
Township for twelve years. He owns his home- 
stead on section 17, Rock Run Township, which 
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comprises 353 acres, most of which is under the 
plow. He hasa good farm, on which are very sub- 
stantial buildings. The family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of this township, of 
which Mr. Mallory is a Trustee and Class-Leader. 
He has been a Commissioner of Highways for 
eighteen years, School Treasurer for ten years, and 
the incumbent of other minor offices. His _polit- 
ical proclivities are Republican, and being a man 
of earnest character. he is decided in his faith. 
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fe) HRISTIAN LAIBLE, Sr., one:of the proin- 
¢ inent German citizens of Lancaster Town- 
X ship, is a successful farmer and _ stock- 
grower, and owns a fine estate containing 110 acres 
of highly cultivated land located on section 19. 
He was born Jan. 21, 1821, in Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many, and is the son of Christopher and Regina 
(Hauser) Laible. Wurtemberg is favorably located 
in the basins of the Rhine and Danube, and agri- 
culture and stock-raising are extensively carried on. 
Christopher Laible carried on farming in his native 
Province for a time but, attracted by the superior 
advantages offered in the United States he, in 1830, 
came to this country. “A family of seven children 
had been born to him, only three of whom were 
then living. On his arrival in the United States, 
he settled with his wife and family in Black Rock, 
Erie Co., N. Y., where he engaged in farming and 
made his permanent home. He was enterprising 
and successful, and with his wife, passed the clos- 
ing years of life at the homestead in the enjoyment 
of ease and plenty. 

Christian Laible resided on the farm during his 
boyhood and youth and assisted his father until he 
was twenty-one years of age. His marriage to 
Miss Anna Maria Clump took place May 7, 1843. 
Mrs. Laible was likewise a native of Wurtemberg, 
and came with her parents to the United States in 
1832. They made their first settlement in Erie 
County, N. Y., where the father, who had been en- 
gaged in agriculture in his native land, carried on 
farming successfully until 1845. The family then 
removed to Illinois and settled in Lancaster Town- 
ship, Stephenson County, where they passed the 





remainder of their lives. Mr. Clump died at the 
advanced age of seventy-six, and the mother’s 
death occurred at the age of seventy-four. 

Mr. and Mrs, Laible had a family of eleven 
children, eight of whom are now living: Hannah, 
the wife of James Welsh, resides in Elgin, Ill., her 
husband being engaged in the Elgin Watch Manufac- 
tory; for the record of the next child see sketch of 
C. R. Laible, Jr., elsewhere in this work; Jacob F. 
married Miss Maria Glasser, who is now deceased; 
he resides in Lancaster Township with his father- 
in-law. William married Miss Mary Baker, and is 
also engaged in the Elgin Watch Manufactory; 
George C. married Miss Ida Best and resides in 
Fleming County, Neb.; Hattie is the wife of Al- 
bert Hoover and resides in Freeport, and Ferris 
and Ella are at home with their parents. 

Mr. Laible came to Stephenson County and _ his 
present home in 1870, and has applied himself very 
closely to business. He is thorough and energetic, 
and usually successful in his enterprises. He is 
one of the most loyal citizens of his adopted 
country, and a stanch supporter of the Republican 


party. 
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IMON TOLLMEIER. Many of the most 
thrifty agriculturists of Illinois were born 
on the other side of the Atlantic, and to 
Germany especially is Stephenson County 

indebted for some of her most enterprising and 
prosperous citizens. The subject of this sketch, who 
occupies a good farm on section 35, Jefferson 
Township, was bornin the Fatherland on the 18th 
of May, 1839, and was eighteen years of age when 
he accompanied his parents to the United States. 
Soon after arriving in this country he started for 
the West and located in Freeport, where for five 
years he was engaged in various occupations. 
Upon concluding his residence in Freeport he came 
to Jefferson Township, where he has since resided 
and been continuously engaged in farming. He is 
the owner of 400 acres of land, which is eligibly 
located and exceedingly productive. As the years 
have gone by and his harvests have yielded boun- 
tifully, he has expended the surplus profits of his 
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farms in the erection of needed and commodious 
buildings. _ 

Mr. Tollmeier was married in Stephenson County 
to Mary Riley, and four children have been born 
to them, namely: Mary, the wife of Henry Kart- 
ner, of this county; Fred, Rachel, and Maggie, 
now Mrs. Dr. Aurand, of Loran. Mrs. Tollmeier 
died in Jefferson Township on the 3d of July, 1870. 
Mr. Tollmeier was again married, in Stephenson 
County, to Caroline Garke, and by this marriage 
there are three children—Eddie, Louisa and Lydia. 

Mr. Tollmeier has served as Highway Commis- 
sioner and held other offices in Jefferson Township. 
He has been a Director of the Loran Home Insur- 
ance Company, a local organization, for several 
years. He and his estimable wife are members of 
the German Evangelical Church. Mr. T. takes a 
lively interest in temperance affairs, and on that 
question is liberal minded. He is an active Re- 
publican, and upon all proper occasions does what 
he can to further the interests of that party. 

We cannot conveniently give the picture of all 
the broad acres belonging to Mr. Tollmeier, and 
represent the space they occupy, but we present a 
view of the dwelling and its immediate surround- 
ings, of which the owner has just reason to be 
proud, 





eT ICOFF, one of the pioneers 
| of Illinois and now residing on section 32, 
Loran Township, came from his native 
¢)) State to Stephenson County in 1837, and 
has been engaged in agricultural pursuits since be- 
ginning the labors of life, with’ the exception of 
two years when he resided in Woodman’s Grove. 
He was born in Union County, Pa., on the 9th of 
January, 1832, and spent his boyhood days there. 
His whole life has been devoted to the calling 
adopted by his father, and at which the latter was 
content to Jabor and spend his days, . undisturbed 
by the turmoil attendant upon men’s lives in the 
great cities and the marts of trade. : 
Mr. Penticoff is the owner of 120 acres of land, 





most of which is highly improved, and the build- 
ings he has’erected would do credit to many men 
who possess a more extended acreage. After be- 
coming a resident of this State he was married, in 
Loran Township, to Miss Mary J. Bush, daughter 
of Frederick Bush, and a native also of Union 
County, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Penticoff have been 
blessed with nine children, eight of whom are liv- 
ing, and named respectively: Lydia A., the wife 
of Charles Reed; Salinda, the wife of Jackson A. 
Lahr; Lisa, who was married to Paul Cramer Oct. 
4, 1887; Kate, Lewis, Charles, Harry and Harvey. 
Mr. Penticoff is a Republican, and has been 
elected to township offices several times. If any 
man should stand up before him and ask, ‘“*What 
have you done?” he can answer without words, 
simply by pointing to the well cultivated farm and 
its appurtenances, the neatly fenced fields, the 
goodly assortment of live-stock, the residence and 
the out-buildings. ‘The picture of these latter our 
artist has carefully transferred to paper, and which 
the reader may find by examining another page. 


4 AMUEL ALBRIGHT, of Waddams Town- 
ship, was born in Berks County, Pa., on the 
6th of December, 1819. His father, Jacob 
Albright, was a native of the same county, 

and spent his life upon the farm where his death 
took place April 18, 1838. Jacob Albright mar- 
ried Elizabeth Stout, a daughter of Michael Stout, 
who was a blacksmith and farmer combined, and 
acquired a fine property including 400 acres of land. 
The mother of our subject died at the homestead 
in the year 1864. Samuel Albright applied him- 
self to learn the trade of blacksmith when but 
eleven years of age, working with his father until 
the time of the latter’s death, whereupon the young 
man then worked with his brother for two years. 
Aiter this he started out for himself in Lower 
Berne, and the next year he removed to Berne and 
bought ten acres of land, upon which he built a 
house and a shop, and there worked at his trade 
and improved his farm for nine years. He then 
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sold out and started in the mercantile business in 
the sane township, and also kept a hotel two years. 
Then removing to Lower Heidlersburg he bought a 
store building and six acres of land, and engaged 
in merchandising business three years. The busi- 
ness being done on the credit system which was 
much in vogue at that time, he lost quite heavily 
from uncollectable debts. At the end of three 
years he sold out his store and kept a hotel in the 
same building for one year, then disposing of all 
his interests there, next went to Lebanon, where he 
began putting up patent medicines, and was also 
engaged to some extent in veterinary work, in which 
he continued for the space of two years. 

Hitherto the labors of Mr. Albright had not sat- 
isfied his enterprising mind, and he now started for 
Illinois, landing in Stephenson County, where he 
had many acquaintances who had formerly lived in 
Pennsylvania. He first located in Buckeye Centre 

and engaged in the blacksmith business for one year, 

then removed to McConnell’s Grove in Waddams 
Township, and for four years engaged in black- 
smithing at that place; then he bought the place 
upon which he now lives. ‘There was a small one- 
and-a-half-story house, log stable and a granary 
on the premises when he made the purchase, but 
Mr. A. has since erected a fine set of buildings, 
making his improvements rank equally with those 
of any farmer in the community, and expending 
for this a snug sum of money. He has a vineyard 
containing one and one-quarter acres, which is very 
productive, and considered the finest in Northern 
Illinois. 

Mr. Albright was married, the 20th of Decem- 
ber, 1842, to Miss Margaret Grubb, daughter of 
Jacob and Maria (Hollandbush) Grubb, who were 
natives of Montgomery County, Pa. This union 
resulted in the birth of seven children: Sarah A. is 
the wife of Philip Arno, and lives in Freeport; 
William is at Leaf River, Ogle County; James re- 
mains at home; Frank lives at Winters, Ill.; Martha 
is the wife of John Folgate, who resides in Rock- 
‘ford; Mary is also at home; Charles is a telegraph 
operator, and James has been veterinary surgeon 
since 1876 in Stephenson County. He practiced 
his profession for five years in Iowa, then returned 
home. 





While he devotes his attention mainly to ! 


blacksmithing, yet he serves at his profession when 
called upon. He has written several interesting 
articles for the Veterinary Review, as well as many 
of the other leading veterinary journals. and has 
an excellent understanding of this department of 
medicine and surgery. 
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GQ: HULBERT, a reliable young far- 
€¢ mer of Waddams Township, is located on 
section 5, on the homestead where he was 
born, Aug. 8, 1863. His father, Nelson Hulbert, 
was a native of New York, and his grandfather, Ira 
Hulbert, of English ancestry, was born, it is sup- 
posed, on the other side of the Atlantic. He was 
a wagon-maker by trade, and spent the last years 
of his life in Cattaraugus County, N. Y. The pa- 
ternal grandmother of our subject was in her girl- 
hood Miss Lucinda Davis, of Connecticut. She 
came to the West late in life and spent her last 
years among her children in this county. 

Nelson Hulbert, the father of our subject, was 
reared to manhood in his native State, and was 


‘here married to Miss Maria Handy, of Stephenson 


County. He remained there until 1837, and then 
started overland for Illinois. The entire journey 
was made with ox-teams. Mr. Hulbert, in com- 
pany with his brother, entered a tract of land from 
the Government in Oneco Township, made some 
improvements, lived there a few years, and then re- 
moved to Waddams Township and built up the 
homestead now occupied by his son, our subject, 
where he spent the last years of his life. 

At the time Nelson Hulbert came to this section 
of country his neighbors were few and far between, 
and deer and other wild game was plentiful. The 
nearest market for produce was the lead mining 
region near Galena, which was also the nearest de- 
pot for supplies. Mr. H. lived to improve a good 
farm, and to erect a convenient and substantial set 
of frame buildings. The wife and mother departed 
this life in February, 1872. Nelson Hulbert died 
five years later, Sept. 80, 1877. They were the 
parents of two children only, Lucinda, now the 
wife of William Lawler, and George, of our sketch, 
The latter was educated in the district schools and 
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remained with his parents until they were called 
from earth. He is bearing the mantle of his father 


worthily, and fulfilling his obligations as an honest: 


man and a good citizen. He is still unmarried. He 
cast his first Presidential vote for James G, Blaine, 
and is one of the most promising members of the 
Republican party in this locality. 
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{ ILLIAM KOENIG, dealer in and manu- 
ff facturer of fine furniture, has been estab- 
lished in business at Freeport since the 
spring of 1876. He is noted for his enterprise and 
energy, and possesses a worthy ambition to excel, 
and judging from the position which he holds in 
the community and the extent of his business 
transactions, it would appear that he has met with 
more than ordinary success. In addition to house- 
hold furniture of every description, he also con- 
ducts a large undertaking business, and keeps con- 
stantly on hand a splendid assortment of everything 
pertaining thereto. His well-known integrity and 
his popularity as a business man and a citizen, are 
proverbial, and few men in Freeport occupy a 
more prominent or enviable position. 
Our subject is a native of Erie, Pa., where his 
birth took place May 12, 1853. He is consequently 
in the prime of life—on the sunny side of forty— 
and in the midst of a career which promises 
greater things for the future. His parents removed 
from Pennsylvania soon after his birth, and coming 
to this county, remained until the following spring, 
when they went to Ogle County, remained two 
years, and in 1856 located in Freeport, where the 
father is still living. ‘The latter, Joseph Koenig, 
was a shoemaker by trade, which he followed until 
1880, then retired from active business and is now 
spending his declining years in ease and comfort. 
The parental household included seven children, six 
now living, and of whom William of our sketch 
was the eldest. He was educated in the city 
schools of Freeport and commenced his apprentice- 
ship at the cabinet trade when sixteen years old, in 
the factory of Darius Kuehner, of Freeport, with 
whom he remained three years and four months. 
He was next employed by J. B. Snyder, now de- 





ceased, with whom he remained five years. Upon 
starting for himself young Koenig formed a part- 
nership which, however, was of short duration, as 
he soon purchased the entire business and has since 
controlled it. He commenced in a small way with 
limited means, and subsequently took in Mr. David 
Kent. They operated together until 1880, when 
Mr. Koenig again purchased the interest of his 
partner, and has since continued alone. He carries 
a large and well-selected stock, which occupies a 
building 20x116 feet in area, and in height four 
stories with basement. He likewise occupies two 
upper floors of the adjoining building. Aside from 
this business he is also interested in the manu- 
facture of buggy and spring-wagon bodies, in com- 
pany with Peter Bixler, under the firm name of 
Koenig & Bixler. These are shipped to Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Nebraska and Indiana. In his furniture and 
undertaking business he gives employment to six 
hands, and in the other manufactory from six to 
fifteen. 

Mr. Koenig was married in Lena, April 6, 1882, 
to Miss Carrie Metz, a native of Wisconsin. ‘They 
have a son, Robert Franklin, born April 16, 1884, 
and a daughter, Cora May, born July 26, 1887. 
They occupy a snug home on Stephenson street, 
and enjoy the friendship of a large circle of ac- 
quaintances. Both our subject and his estimable 
lady are members of the Evangelical Church. So- 
cially, Mr. Koenig belongs to the Masonic fra- 
ternity, and the I. O. O. F., and has filled all the 
chairs in the latter order. 


WN eo ORE IES VIII Vn 


OHN PENTICOFF, Jr., who resides on 
section 29 of Loran ‘Township, came to 

| Stephenson County about 1847 or 1850 
KC] from Union County, Pa. He was born in 
that county on the 16th of August, 1832. His par- 
ents, Jonathan and Elizabeth. (Kiesler) Penticoff, 
were both natives of Lebanon County, Pa. They 
were among the pioneer settlers of Stephenson 
County, having arrived here at about the date 
named at the opening of this sketch. ‘They settled 
in Loran Township, where they remained for a 
considerable time, afterward removing to Florence 
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Township, where the father now resides. The 
mother died in that township on the 23d of August, 
1887. They were the parents of five children, four 
girls and one boy. John, the subject of this sketch, 
was the eldest child. He has been a constant resi- 
dept of Stephenson County since the advent of the 
family into the county. He is the owner of 220 
acres of land, 200 of which are highly improved. 
The buildings which he has erected will compare 
favorably with those of the best farmers of the sur- 
rounding country. 

On the 17th of July, 1855, in Oneco Township, 
Stephenson County, our subject was united in mar- 
riage with Elizabeth Myers, daughter of Conrad 
and Lydia (Lukenbach) Myers, both.of whom were 
sturdy natives of York County, Pa., from whence 
they came and settled in Oneco Township. After 
residing in that township for some time, they re- 
moved to Lancaster Township, where the father 
died on the 20th of January, 1881. They reared 
a family of nine children, four girls and five boys. 
The wife of Mr. Penticoff was the eldest child. 
She was born in Dauphin County, Pa., ou the 10th 
of October, 1836. The names of their four chil- 
dree are Laura J., Rosanna C., Oscar C. and Oliver 
S. Mr. Penticoff, while devoting his entire time 
to agricultural pursuits, has permitted himself to 
be chosen to several offices of trust and honor in 
his township. 


ett AB 9 SHG NEG Se 


OHN KERCH, proprietor of the New York 
House, occupying Nos. 81-89 Galena street. 
Freeport, has here operated successfully 
as “mine host” for a period of twenty-eight 

years. He is well fitted. by his genial and active 
temperament for a busiuess requiring unusual 
tact and discernment, and it is admitted by the 
large number of guests which he continuously ac- 
commodates that he is a success in this vocation. 
He possesses good executive ability and an aptitude 
for taking note of details which have largely aided 
him to maintain the reputation of his house after 
the standard by which it was established, 

Mr. Kerch was born in the village of Calbach, 
Germany, March 5, 1819. His parents, George 





and Katie (Wurtz) Kerch, were also of German 
birth and parentage. The father was engaged in 
farming pursuits. ‘There were three brothers and 
one sister in the family, all of whom are now liv- 
ing. John was reared partly on the farm, and at- 
tended school from the time he was six years old 
until fourteen. Hethen served an apprenticeship 
of two and one-half years at the blacksmith trade, 
and when twenty-two years old determined to 
cross the ocean and find out if anything lay. for 
him beyond. He embarked on a sailing-vessel at 
Havre and, after a tedious voyage of fifty-two 
days, landed first at New York, whence he. pro- 
ceeded to Providence, R. I, and there followed 
butchering. Later he migrated to New York City, 
where he commenced operating a brewery, and con- 
tinued thus occupied successfully until deciding to 
seek the farther West. He then sold out and, com- 
ing to Freeport, took charge of the City Hotel, 
which he operated from 1855 until 1857. The year 
following he purchased what is now known as the 
New York House, in which he was successful from 
the start, and continued until 1883. He then 
rented the hotel and retired to private life, turning 
over its patronage to his son-in-law, Ole F. John- 
son, who now conducts it. 

Mr. Kerch was married first while a resident of 
New York, in 1845, to Miss Mary Kraem, who 
lived only two years. ‘The present wife of our sub- 
ject, to whom he was married in 1848, was for- 
merly Miss Mary Huf, and they became the parents 
of one child only, a daughter, Mary, who is now 
the wife of O. F. Johnson, of Freeport. Besides 
the hotel, Mr. Kerch is the owner of other good 
property in Freeport, from the rent of which he 
receives a good income. He has been quite prom- 
inent in city affairs, and was foreman of the fire 
department for many years. This was instituted 
in 1856, and re-organized in 1879, at which time it 
was turned over to the city. Mr. Kerch donated 
the ground upon which to erect the engine-house, 
and has in other ways manifested his interest in the 


. progress of the city, in which he takes an honest 


pride as the home of his adoption. While a resi- 
dent of New York he was connected with the State 
Militia for a period of seven years. 

Mr. Kerch landed in New York City with 
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cash capital of $2 in his pocket, and contrasting 
his condition then with that of the present, it 
is easy to imagine what energy and industry he 
has employed in the accomplishment of the results 
which we now behold. He is essentially a self- 
made man, and deserves great credit for the man- 
ner in which he has improved his time and’ oppor- 
tunities. 


wo BIER 09 


tion to “secure the shadow ere the sub- 
stance fades” is a good one, if we mean to 
perpetuate the faces and forms of our friends in 
life. The improvements made in the art of pho- 
tography in the last few years have enabled artists 
to procure perfect likenesses, retaining the actual 
expression of all the features at the moment they 
are caught on the negative plate. One of the pro- 
gressive artists in the West is Mr. Herlocker, whose 
gallery is at No. 118 Stephenson street, Freeport. 
He is a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in 
Madisonburg, Centre County, on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, 1857. His father, Henry Herlocker, came 
West when William was a mere boy, settling in 
Stephenson County in 1869, where he plied his trade 
as a painter in Freeport. The mother, formerly 
Miss Elizabeth Bair, died in Centre County, Pa. 
William B. Herlocker passed his childhood in his 
native county, making his home with his uncle, W. 
J." Hosterman, with whom he remained until he was 
fourteen years of age, in the meantime attending 
the common schools. He then went to Delaware 
County, Ohio, where he entered the Ohio Wesleyan 
University and pursued his studies for three years. 
Subsequently he took a commercial course, and 
was graduated with honors. After coming to Free- 
port he opened an office and taught writing-school, 
which he continued for some three years. He then 
began to learn the art of photography, taking his 
first instructions from Mr. Thayer. After becom- 
ing well acquainted with the mysteries of the art, 
he formed a partnership with Mr. J. A. Schaad, in 
January, 1887. ‘This is one of the best pho- 
tographic firms in the West, and there is little in 
their line which they cannot accomplish. ‘They are 


Wop! ton B. HERLOCKER. The admoni- 








especially successful in bromide and ink enlarge- 
ments. Mr. Herlocker gives special attention to 
group pictures, having the best of facilities for this 
department of the art. Their apartments embrace 
six rooms, fitted with all needful appliances, and 
handsomely decorated. On the walls are displayed 
magnificent specimens of pictures produced at this 
gallery. 

Mr. Herlocker is identified with the Good Tem- 
plars, and also belongs to the order of the National 
Union, which is an insurance association; in both 
of these organizations he takes an active interest. 
In the business he has chosen for life he is an en- 
thusiast, and devotes much time and study in ac- 
quiring a knowledge of all the latest improvements, 
both in chemical and mechanical appliances. He 
possesses a worthy ambition to take his place 
among the leading artists of the country, and 
there are strong indications that he will be gratified. 
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HARLES C. LESEMANN. The Lesemann 
homestead consists of 210 acres located on 
section 9, Kent Township, and is in charge 
of the subject of this sketch, who is the son of 
Charles and Mary (Diestelmeier) Lesemann. They 
were both natives of Germany, and when they emi- 
grated to this country, the former was about twen- 
ty-one and the latter about sixteen years of age. 
After they were married, they settled in Kent 
Township in 1848, where they have lived with the 
exception of a short residence in Freeport. The 
father of our subject was a stonemason by trade, 
and after coming to this country that was his prin- 
cipal occupation, although he also farmed toa con- 
siderable extent. He prospered in both lines of 
business, and became the owner of 200 acres of 
land, on which he erected good and substantial 
buildings, and made all other necessary improve- 
ments. His death occurred on the 9th of June, 
1878, while living on this property. Their family 
consisted of eight children, five of whom grew up 
—Mary C., Charles C., Matilda M., Fred H.-and 
Minnie E. Those who died were Minnie C., Carrie 
and Daniel. Mary is the wife of Charles Gassman, 
and resides in Erin Township; Matilda is the wife 
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of Rev. John Hoffmeister, and resides at Waterloo, 
Iowa. 

Charles C. Lesemann married Anna L. Gassman, 
on the 24th of March, 1881. She was a native of 
Stephenson County, having been born in Erin 
Township, April 2, 1858. To them have been 
born two children—Edwin C. and Laura M. Mr. 
Lesemann since the death of his father, has had the 
management of the old homestead, and under his 
care, the standard of the farm has been kept up. 
Mr. and Mrs. L. are members of the Evangelical 
Church. Mr. L, belongs to the Republican party. 
He is Director of the schools of his district, which 
office he has filled for six years. 


PS DDE Sic Se 


OHN F. DERRICK, a gentleman of more 
than ordinary ability and fine personal traits, 
es which have secured him the high regard of 
© those who enjoy the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance, is the descendant of an old and excellent family 
of English ancestry, the first representative of 
which, in this country, located in Jefferson County, 
Ohio. ‘The grandfather of our subject, John Der- 
rick by name, a native of England, remained in the 
land of his birth until reaching manhood, in the 
meantime learning the carpenter’s trade, and being 
married to Miss Jane Farnham, a native of the 
same county. After becoming the parents of several 
children, they emigrated to the United States, set- 
tling first in Pennsylvania, and removing later to 
Jefferson County, Ohio, where the death of grand- 
_father Derrick took place about 1817. He had 
served as a soldier in the War of 1812, being then 
over sixty years of age, but he was a man of strong 
force of character, decided in his views, and a 
stanch friend of freedom. His wife survived until 
1845, reaching the advanced age of ninety years. 
Among the children of John and Jane Derrick, 
was James, one of the younger members of the 
family, who was the only son, and was highly prized 
on this account, as the family for two generations 
previously had also been represented by one son 
only. ‘The lives of these sons, as was natural, were 
guarded with jealous care, as they were depended 
upon to perpetuate the name. James Derrick was 





born in Allegheny County, Pa., and while still a 
boy, removed with his parents to Jefferson County, 
Ohio, where he was educated in the district school, 
and, like his father before him, learned the trade of 
a carpenter. After reaching manhood, he was uni- 
ted in marriage with Miss Nancy Ellis, a native of 
Ohio, whose parents had removed there from Mary- 
land during the pioneer days. Her father, Christo- 
pher Ellis, it is believed, was a farmer by occupa- 
tion. He was married in Maryland, and several of 
his children were born there. He and his second 
wife both died in Ohio. The first wife had died in 
Maryland after the birth of two children. Mrs, 
Derrick was the daughter of the first wife, and was 
left motherless at an early age. She remained with 
her father until old enough to earn her own living, 
and afterward supported herself until her marriage. 
James Derrick and his young bride settled in Jef- 
ferson County, Ohio, where he engaged in farming, 
and fulfilled all his obligations as an honest man 
and a good citizen. He is remembered by those 
who knew him, as a gentleman of excellent Chris- 
tian character, and for many years was a consistent 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
identified himself with the Republican party soon . 
after its organization. and late in life came to IIli- 
nois and made his home with our subject in Silver 
Creek Township, where his death took place Dec. 
1, 1883, when seventy-eight years old. The mother 
had died in Jefferson County, Ohio, in 1869, aged 
sixty-six. Mrs. Derrick, like her husband, was a 
devoted Christian, and a member of the Methodist 
Church. 

The subject of this history was the oldest son, 
and second child of his parents, whose household 
included six children, and he is the only one now 
surviving. The eldest, a daughter, died in infancy ; 
James EK. and Enos W. served as Union soldiers in 
the late war, James E. being a member of the 46th 
Illinois Infantry, and died in the service at Cairo, 
Ill., June 9, 1862; Enos enlisted in the 93d _ Illi- 
nois Infantry, and yielded up his life in the hospi- 
tal at Memphis, Tenn., Jan. 27, 1863. ‘The latter 
enlisted after the death of his brother. Wesley B., 
who possessed literary talent of a high order, at the 
age of nine years, was attacked with rheumatism, 
which left him a cripple the remainder of his life. 
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He, however, acquired a practical education and 
employed his time largely in writing for the maga- 
zines and local papers. We can only give a brief 
extract from some of his published writings, which 
indicates the tenor of his poetical thought, and was 
written upon his removal from Ohio to Illinois: 
‘My native State, adieu! 
Adieu, ye everlasting bills, 
Ye lovely vales and gurgling rills, 
Ye landscapes fair to view; 
I bid you all a long farewell 
As hence I go, far West to dwell 
Where scenes and sights are new.” 

This, with a little volume of other poems, was 
published some time since, and is preserved by the 
family as a precious relic. He spent his last days 
at the home of his brother, our subject, where his 
death took place Sept. 24, 1885. Harriet, the 
youngest child, died when twenty-six years of age, 
at the home of her husband, J. L. Clark, in the city 
of Cleveland, Ohio. 

The early life of our subject was spent in Jeffer- 
son County, Ohio, and he was educated in the dis- 
trict schools. He remained there until twenty-four 
years of age, when he emigrated to Illinois, arriv- 
ing in Silver Creek Township in November, 1854. 
He purchased a part of the land included in his 
present homestead, and has been a continuous resi- 
dent of Silver Creek Township since that time. He 
has effected great improvements since taking pos- 
session, the land being now.in a good state of cul- 
tivation, and provided with suitable frame build- 
ings, pleasantly located and suited to all the re- 
quirements of the first-class agriculturist. In addi- 
tion to this property, Mr. Derrick is the owner of 
eighty acres in Florence ‘township, six acres of 
which are in timber. 

The marriage of John Derrick and Miss Barbara 
J. Chapman was celebrated at the home of the 
bride in Freeport, IL, Oct. 28, 1856. Mrs. D., 
like her husband, was born, reared and educated in 
Jefferson County, Ohio. She came to Illinois with 
her parents in 1854, the same year in which her hus- 
band emigrated, and is the eldest daughter and 
child of Gilead and Elizabeth (Shelly) Chapman, 
also natives of the Buckeye State. ‘They were mar- 
ried in Jefferson County, where her father followed 
farming until coming to Illinois. After reaching 


“work. His father was born in 1800, and spent his 





the Prairie State, he settled first in Ridott Town- 
ship, whence he subsequently removed with his 
family to Freeport, and spent his last years retired 
from active labor, his death taking place in the 
spring of 1866. The mother is yet living at the 
old homestead at Freeport, being now seventy-six 
years of age. They were most estimable people, 
and members in good standing of the United Pres- 
byterian Church. 

Mr. and Mrs. Derrick have no children. The 
wife of our subject is a lady possessing all the wo- 
manly virtues, and is noted for her charity and 
hospitality. With her husband, she is an active 
member of the Methodist Church. in which both 
have lahored with much zeal to promote the 
cause of religion, and exert a good influence upon 
the community around them. They have been 
cheerful and liberal contributors to the support and 
maintenance of all good enterprises, and are held 
in the highest esteem throughout Silver Creek 
Township. Mr. Derrick votes the straight Re- 
publican ticket, and isa gentleman whose excellent 
breeding and high character impress themselves at 
once upon the stranger, and are the means of at- 
taching to himself hosts of warm friends. 


mg 


( HARLES MUSSER, a thrifty and prosper- 
G ous farmer of Oneco Township, owns and 
occupies a comfortable homestead on sec- 
tion 32, which he purchased in 1879, and to which 
he has since given his undivided attention. The 
land is fertile and well cultivated, and mostly de- 
voted to the raising of grain and wheat in connec- 
tion with the provisions. required for the family 
consumption. He keeps a limited number of cat- 
tle, horses and hogs, and takes life comparatively 
easy, generally keeping pace with his neighbors 
around him in the effort to maintain himself and 
his family comfortably. and looking well to his 
position as a worthy member of the community. 
Mr. Musser first opened his eyes to the light in 
Centre County, Pa., Dec. 15, 1844. He is the son 
of Jonas and the brother of James Musser, a sketch 
of whom will be found on another page of this 
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entire life in the Keystone State, where his death 
took place in 1852. ‘Two years later our subject, 
accompanied by his brother James, came to this 
county. ‘They settled in Buckeye Township and 
Charles lived with them two years thereafter, and 
for six years afterward was employed on a farm 
for his board and schooling. His first wages were 
fifty cents per day, which he earned by working 
for his brothers. He was thus employed two years, 
then going to Buena Vista engaged as a clerk in a 
store, where he remained one year, and subse- 
quently took up his residence in the city of Free- 
port. 

The war had now been in progress for some time, 
with no immediate prospect of an adjustment of 
difficulties. Young Musser, who had now reached 
his twenty-first year, decided to be one of those 
responding to the call for additional troops, and in 
February, 1865, enlisted in Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., in which he served until the close of the war. 
In the meantime he met the enemy at the siege of 
Mobile and the battles of Spanish Fort and Ft. 
Blakesley. ‘The surrender of Gen. Lee not long 
thereafter, was tollowed by the disbandment of 
many regiments, and our subject with his comrades, 
was discharged and mustered out of service at 
Springfield, Lil., a year from the time he had en- 
listed. He subsequently returned to his old home 
in Pennsylvania, where he spent about six months, 
then coming back to Illinois, was employed for a 
time by his brother, and afterward rented land a 
year in Oneco Township. This last venture not 
proving what he had hoped, he subsequently em- 
ployed himself for a time at whatever he could find 
to do, and then going to Orangeville, was engaged 
as a clerk by his brother James, for two years. In 
1870 he was united in marriage with Miss Mary A. 
Pollock, who was the daughter of Thomas and the 
sister of Samuel R. Pollock, prominent residents of 
this county, and a sketch of whom will be found 
on another page. 

Mr. and Mrs. Musser after their marriage, con- 
tinued to reside at Orangeville until the spring of 
1871, and then Mr. M. rented the homestead of 
which he is now the owner, for a period of nine 
years. His labors in the meantime, had been 
crowned with success, and he was now happily in 








a condition to purchase, and in the spring of 1879 
he received the warranty deed, and resumed his 
labors with renewed courage upon his own property. 
He has effected many improvements, and stands 
well among the neighboring farmers both socially 
and financially. There were born to our subject 
and his wife three children, of whom only one is 
living, Thomas O., whose birth took place April 4, 
1871, and who continues with his parents. Winnie 
M., who was born May 21, 1879, died Jan. 13, 
1883; Charles R., born Oct. 25, 1881, died Nov. 
29, 1882. 


en 


7 REDERICK GUND, the subject of this 
K sketch, is the Secretary of the German In- 
Ire surance Company, of Freeport, Ill. There 
is scarcely any business enterprise which depends 
upon the public for an existence that requires such 
careful management, good judgment and fine dis- 
crimination in its conduct as the insurance. There 
is no business in which honesty and fidelity count 
for more. It depends for its success largely upon 
the fulfillment of every obligation made with the 
great public, and this is particularly true of com- 
panies that are maintained in the smaller cities of 
a country. The German Insurance Company of 
Freeport has established itself in the confidence of 
its neighbors and with the public abroad, and no 
man has done more to put it in that status than Mr. 
Gund. This company has grown under his man- 
agement until it is now recognized as one of the 
most substantial insurance companies west of New 
York or Philadelphia. 

Frederick Gund was born in the Empire of Ger- 
many, on the 13th of September, 1846. His par- 
ents were George and Sophia Gund, who emigrated 
to America in 1848. After arriving at New York 
City they came immediately to Stephenson County, 
Ill. (see family sketch in another part of this 
work), and located upon a farm some distance east 
of Freeport, where the father died in 1850. After 
the death of his father'the subject of this sketch went 
to live with an elder sister in Galena, Ill, with 
whom he remained until 1856, when he removed 
to Freeport, and was taken into the family of Mr. 
Hettinger, his brother-in-law. He remained with 
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| 
him until 1864, when he entered the employ of | him a Christian gentleman and a desirable citizen. 


Stine Bros., for whom he worked until 1867, when 
he became Secretary of the German Insurance 
Company of Freeport, which position he has held 
and efficiently filled ever sinee. He received a 
good common-school education when a boy, but 
never had the advantage of a collegiate training. 
Commercial transactions seemed to be a second na- 
ture to him, and few men can see further into an 
account than he. Mr. Gund is one of the partners 
in the German Bank of Freeport, and one of the 
Directors of the celebrated Henney Buggy Works. 

In 1871 Mr. G. married Miss Josephine Het- 
tinger, daughter of Matthias Hettinger, Esq., of 
Freeport. He has a fine residence on Carroll street, 
and many pleasant surroundings. He began life 
poor, but has been successful in all his business 
undertakings and enterprises. In political mat- 
ters he affiliates with the Democratic party. 


~~ SS SS eee 


AMUEL MARKEL, who is numbered among 
the successful farmers and stock-raisers of 
Lancaster Township, owns and occupies 
about 192 acres of land on section 9, of 


which he took possession in the spring of 1875. He’ 


is well posted in all matters pertaining to agriculture, 
and devotes the greater portion of his land to the 
raising of grain and stock. The main points in a 
life-history which, although perhaps has not been 
the subject of any very thrilling events, are still of 
interest, we give briefly as follows: 

Mr. Markel was born in Lancaster County, Pa., 
Jan. 19, 1853. His father, Samuel Markel, Sr., 
was a farmer by occupation, and spent his entire 
life in Lancaster County, his death taking place 
Oct. 15, 1854. He came of substantial German 
ancestry, his father, Daniel Markel, having emi- 
grated from the Fatherland directly after his mar- 
riage. The maiden name of the grandmother was 
Catherine Shirk. They were people greatly re- 
spected in their locality and numbered among its 
prosperous and well-to-do citizens. ‘They raised a 
fine family of sons and daughters, their son Samuel, 


the father of our subject, possessing in a marked | 


degree the traits of character which constituted 





He was reared in his native county in Pennsyl- 


vania, and after reaching manhood was united in 


marriage to Miss Mary M. Miller, a native of Berks 
County, who was also of German ancestry by her 
paternal grandfather. The parents of our subject 
settled down in Lancaster County, where, after 
the birth of six children, the father passed away, 
leaving the mother with large responsibilities and 
the entire care of the family. There was a 
comfortable property and the mother wisely kept 
her children under the home roof until they were 
capable of starting out in the world for themselves. 
She lived to see them all comfortably settled in 
life and five are yet living. The mother is now 
living with her daughter, Mrs. Kurtz, in Davis, 
this county. The offspring of Samuel and Mary 
Markel are recorded as follows: Catherine became 
the wife of M. W. Kurtz, and is now a resident of 
Davis, Ill.; Daniel S. married Miss Isabel Yarger, 
and is living on a farm in Lancaster Township, this 
county; Henry G. married Miss Mary Glasser, and 
is living at Davis, Ill.; Levi B. married Miss Mol- 
lie Hill, and is carrying on general merchandising 
at Ridott; Samuel, Jr., of our sketch, is the young- 
est of the family living; John M. died when eight- 
een years of age, in Lancaster County, Pa. 

The early life of our subject was spent under the 
home roof, and after the death of his father he con- 
tinued with his mother until twenty-two years of 
age. He came to Illinois in 1870, accompanied by 
his mother, and settled in Lancaster Township, 
where there had already preceded him some of the 
older members of the family. Our subject, in 1875, 
took possession of the land now included in his 
present homestead, which he has brought to a good 
state of cultivation, and which, with its buildings 
and other appurtenances, bears fair comparison with 
the property of his neighbors. He has kept him- 
self well posted upon current events and uniformly 
votes the Republican ticket. 

Mr. Markel was married in Rock Run Township, 


- March 8, 1877, to Miss Elnora Motter, who was 


born in Freeport, Ill., Aug. 23,1850. Her parents, 


- Jonathan and Lydia (Mese) Motter, were natives 


of Pennsylvania, and are now residents of Davis, 
this county. Mrs. Markel was educated in the dis- 
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trict schools of her native county and remained 
with her parents until marriage. She is a member 
of the Evangelical Church and a lady held in high 
regard by a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances. Of her marriage with our subject there have 
been born four children, viz.: Daisy B., Irena S., 
Ralph M. and Clayton M., which constitute a fine 
family group, and still remain wita their parents. 


ARO EIEIO 


OHN A. VAN EP, one of the earliest settlers 

| of Stephenson County, arrived here in the 

spring of 1838, and proved to be of that 

stanch material required to assist in the settle- 

ment of anew and undeveloped section of country. 

He built up a good record, one which his de- 

scendants may be proud to look upon, and contrib- 

uted his full quota toward establishing the reputa- 

tion of this county and its standing among other 
eommunities of the Prairie State. 

Mr. Van Ep was born in Glenville, Schenectady 
Co., N. Y., Dec. 24, 1813. His father, Albert 
Van Ep. was also a native of that county, where he 
spent his entire life. ‘The family originally came 
from Holland and located in New York during its 
early settlement, being numbered among its most 
substantial residents. J ohn, of our sketch, was reared 
on the old homestead where he remained until 
twenty-five years of age, and then resolved to in- 
vestigate this part of the great West. The trip was 
made overland to Buffalo, thence via the lake to 
Toledo, and from that point he proceeded by teams 
to within a few miles of his present homestead. He 
purchased one-half of section 23, Waddams Town- 
ship, which he occupied eighteen months, and then 
on account of the scarcity of water disposed of it 
and purchased his present farm, which under skill- 
ful cultivation has become one of the most valua- 
ble in Stephenson County. 

Mr. Van Ep, in common with his brother pioneers, 
experienced the disadvantages attending transporta- 
tion to a distant market by horse and ox teams, 
the farmers being obliged to carry their produce to 
Galena forty-five miles distant. He occupied, with 
his family, a log cabin the first five years, and when 





his circumstances improved sufficiently to warrant 
the erection of a frame dwelling the lumber and 
building material were laboriously transported from 
Galena. The house when completed was consid- 
ered quite a stylish structure, and was the admira- 
tion of the country around as giving evidence of 
the thrift and enterprise of the proprietor. Mr. 
Van Ep, soon after coming here, became prominent 
in local affairs, officiating as Town Supervisor, 
Town Clerk, Assessor and School Director. He 
commenced duty in this line soon after the act was 
passed which established the free school system 
thirty years ago, and there have been few enter- 
prises connected with the general welfare of his 
community in which he has not occupied a leading 
position. 

The marriage of our subject with, Miss Christi- 
ana Haverly took place in Glenville, N. Y., in the 
spring of 1835. This lady was born and reared in 
the same county as her husband, and is the daugh- 
ter of Christian and Susan Haverly, who were num- 
bered among the early pioneers of New York State, 
their first settlement being near the city of Albany. 
Her grandfather served on the side of the Colonists 
in the Revolutionary War, and made for himself an 
enviable record among its brave men. Of her un- 
ion with our subject there are three children—AI- 
bert, Haverly.and James. The first two mentioned 
are residents of Waddams Township, and James is 
prominently connected with the stock-raising inter- 
ests of Webster County, Iowa, where he is also 
conducting a large mercantile business in the city 
of Moorland. 
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REDERICK SCHAPER, one of the most 
successful German farmers of Loran Town- 

ship, has, by his industry and energy, 
acquired a fine property, and is a man of more 
than ordinary intelligence and good education. 
Since coming to this section he has identified him- 
self with the moral and educational interests of his 
community, and is looked upon as one of its first- 
class citizens and representative men. He has also 
been particularly fortunate in the choice of a com- 
panion and helpmeet, Mrs. Schaper being a most 


saat coe 


























STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


379 














suitable companion for such a man as her husband. | months, and then came to the home of her brother 


Their children are being carefully trained and 
educated, and the family group presents a most 
pleasing picture of health, intelligence and pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Schaper first drew breath in the Province of 
Hanover, Germany, May 16, 1821, and remained 
in that vicinity until thirty years of age. Then, 
believing that he could do better for himself and 
his family in the New World, he embarked on a 
sailing-vessel,.and after a tedious trip of 101 days 
landed in the city of Baltimore, Jan. 7, 1852. 
Thence he proceeded to Pittsburgh, Pa., and from 
there westward to Randolph County, this State. 
The following spring he took up his abode in Ogle 
County, where for four years he was employed in 
the Grand Detour Plow Factory. While a resi- 
dent there, one child was added to the household 
circle, and in the spring of 1856, Mr. Schaper re- 
solving to change his occupation, migrated to this 
county, where he was first employed on the farm 
of Charles Waterman in Loran Township. He 
lived economically and saved what he could of his 
somewhat limited earnings, and the following year 
was enabled to purchase forty acres of land in 
Loran Township, where he settled and has since re- 
mained. He was greatly prospered in his labors of 
improving the soil, and in due time effected great 
improvements. The residence is a shapely and 
substantial structure and the barn is not excelled 
by any in that locality, affording ample storage for 
grain, and shelter for the farm stock and imple- 
ments, which are first-class. _ Mr. Schaper wisely in- 
vested his surplus cash in more land,and has now 
127 acres, all under a fine state of cultivation. He 
has been connected with the German Methodist 
Church since about 1852, and has always extended 
a helping hand to the various projects set on foot 
for the general welfare of the people around him. 

Our subject was married in Oregon, Ogle Co., IIl., 
April 7, 1854, to Miss Amelia Lutteroth, a native 
of Germany, who was born April 17, 1831. She 
was reared and educated in the Catholie Church of 
her native Province, and came with her mother to 
America, landing in New York in the fall of 1851. 
Their voyage on the ocean occupied about five 
weeks, They tarried in New York about seven 





at Grand Detour. She afterward resided at Mt. 
Morris until she became the wife of our subject. 
Of this union there have been born nine children, 
all living and two married: John, the second son, 
married Miss Hannah Baumgartner, and is farming 
in Loran Township; August married Miss Louisa 
Baumgartner, and resides in Dakota; Henry, Edith, 
William, George, Charles, Rose and Lewis are at 
home with their parents. Mrs. Schaper is a mem- 
ber in good standing of the Methodist Church, with 
which she has been connected nearly thirty years. 
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LFRED B. CROSS, of Davis, Ill, is one of 

Cf! the leading representatives of the lumber 

L trade of that section, and handles a large 
®) and well-selected stock of building mate- 
rial, including lath, shingles and cement, while he 
also deals largely in coal and salt. He established — 
himself in business here in the spring of 1874, and 
by his straightforward business methods commands 
an extensive and profitable patronage, being in fact 
the only man who has made a success of this 
specialty in this locality. He ships lumber and 
coal to different points in the farther West, and 
controls the headquarters of a steadily increasing 
business. Upon first coming to this State in 1850, 
he was engaged in farming in Leona Township, 
Winnebago County, where he settled in 1850, tak- 
ing up a quarter section of school land. This he 
converted into a good farm and effected valuable 
improvements, selling out in 1874 to his sons. 

Our subject was born in Solon Township, Cort- 
land Co., N. Y., July 28, 1822, and is the son of 
Lewis and Abigail (Greenman) Cross, natives re- 
spectively of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and 
whose ancestors had settled in New England proba- 
bly in the eighteenth century. The father of our 
subject was the only child of his parents, and took 
naturally to military tactics, acquiring when quite 
young a full knowledge of them. He was buta 
lad of fourteen years when the struggle of 1812 
came on, and attempted to enter the army, having 
left his home and made good headway toward the 
camp when he was overtaken by his father and 
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compelled to return home. His natural inclinations, 
however, were not to be suppressed, and after be- 
coming his own man he became Captain of an artil- 
lery company in his native State, which he thor- 
oughly drilled and which became of local reputa- 
tion. Later he was elected Colonel of the 1st New 
York Militia Infantry, which rank he held until the 
regiment was disbanded. 

When compelled to turn his attention to the 
more serious business of making a living for himself, 
Lewis Cross learned shoemaking, and thus supported 
his family. His leisure time was employed in the 
perusal of useful and instructive books, while he 
kept pace with current events, and there were few 
subjects upon whicb he was not posted. In his 
younger years he identified himself with the Demo- 
cratic party, but later went over to the Republicans, 
with whom he has cast his vote for the last thirty- 
one years. He became a resident of Rensselaer 
County before his marriage. 

Our subject’s mother was the daughter of Ben- 
jamin Greenman, who removed with his family from 
Rhode Islend to New York, where he followed 
farming, and spent the remainder of his days. Mrs. 
Abigail Cross departed this life at her home in 
Rensselaer County in 1862. The father of our 
subject, until his death, Aug. 30, 1887, for over 
twenty years had been making his home with his 
daughter, Mrs. George Taylor, in Columbia County, 
N. Y., and would have been eighty-eight years old 
had he survived until his next birthday, Dec. 18, 
1887. He was still active in mind and body, and 
preserved his old habit of reading and keeping his 
eyes open to what was going on around him in the 
world. 

The parental family of our subject included three 
sons and three daughters. Alfred B. was the eldest 
son and fourth child. These are all living and mar- 
ried, with families of their own. Achsa A., the 
widow of Ethan Hitchcock, resides in Maine; Lucy, 
Mrs. George Taylor, lives in Columbia County, N. 
Y.; Elizabeth married Philander Green, a prosper- 
ous farmer of Dallas County, Iowa, and also a min- 
ister of the Christian Church; Robert M. is married, 
and a resident of Kent County, Mich., where he is 
engaged in the manufacture of axes; John L., a 
skilled mechanic, resides in Sand Lake, N. Y. 





The boyhood and youth of our subject were 
spent in his native county, where he received a fair 
education in the common schools, and learned the 
trade of a mason. He has inherited largely his 
father’s love of reading, and is probably one of the 
best informed men in Stephenson County. He was 
first married in Rensselaer County, N. Y., to Miss 
Zilpha Adams, who was born and reared there, and 
came West with her husband. After the birth of 
six children she departed this life at their home in 
Winnebago County. The offspring of this union 
are recorded as follows: Flora became the wife of 
Marsden Place, a prosperous farmer of Winnebago - 
County; Frank married Miss Emma Kleckler, and 
they occupy the old homestead in Leona Township; 
Charles R., who also owns an interest in the home- 
stead, is engaged as a teacher in the public schools 
of Central Illinois; Preston K. is married, and alsoa 
teacher in the graded schools; Emmet is teaching 
in Winnebago County; Alfred B. died at his fa- 
ther’s house in Leona, when twenty-two years of age, 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married April 9, 1876, in Davis, was formerly Miss 
Kittie Lauck, a native of Stephenson County, and 
of Pennsylvania parentage. Of this union there 
were born three sons, one of whom, John B., died 
when twenty-four years and eight months old; 
Emerson A. and Andrew Ashton are young boys 
at home with their parents. Mr. Cross is a true 
blue Republican, interested in everything that per- 
tains to the welfare of his community, the local 
offices of which he has held at various times, and 
is a member of Evening Star Lodge No. 414, A. F. 
& A. M. 
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AMUEL R. FOSTER, the owner of a good 
farm on section 20, in Rock Run Township, 
is the scion of a substantial old family, de- 
scended from Irish ancestry. His grand- 

father, Robert Foster, Sr., was one of the earliest 
settlers of Union County, Pa., where he married and 
reared a family, and served asa soldier in the Rev- 
olutionary War. He was a witness of the Wyom- 
ing massacre, and of other terrible scenes during 
that period in which the Colonists were prepared to 
sacrifice everything, even life itself, for their liberty. 
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After the struggle was ended, Robert Foster re- 


turned to his farm in Pennsylvania, where he spent | 


the remainder of his days, departing hence when 
seventy-six years old. He wasa member of the 
old-school Presbyterian Church, and reared his chil- 
dren in its doctrines. 

The father of our subject, Robert Foster, Jr., 
spent his early life in Union County, Pa.,and served 
asa soldier in the War of 1812. After retiring 


from the army he settled down to the quiet voca- | 


tion of a country tanner, and later, engaged in mer- 
chandising. Finally, in 1847, he decided to seeka 
home in the undeveloped West, and coming via the 
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to Galena, thence over- 
land with his family to this county, located on sec- 
tion 20, in Rock Run Township, where our subject 
now resides. ‘The farm comprises eighty acres of 
good land with substantial buildings, and here the 
death of the father took place, in 1866, after he had 
reached the advanced age of seventy-six years. 
The mother, formerly Miss Jane H. Rutherford of 
Dauphin County, Pa., was of Scottish ancestry, and 
by her marriage with Robert Foster became the 
mother of four children, all living: Andrew J. 
married Miss Susie Kendig, and is engaged in in- 
surance, in Philadelphia, Pa.; Samuel R., of our 
sketch, was the second son; Robert J. is married, 
and a milk dealer of Harrisburg; Henry B. is also 
married, and a clerk in the office of the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad of Harrisburg. The mother de- 
parted this life at her home in Rock Run Township, 
when fifty-one years of age. 

Our subject spent his early life in his native 
county, and came West with his father when a 
young man. He was afterward married in Rock 
Grove Township, to Miss Nancy Barber, the wed- 
ding taking place at the home of. the bride, Nov. 
10, 1858. Mrs. F. was born in this county, and is 
the daughter of J. B. and Dorcas (Wilson) Barber, 
now deceased. Her father was formerly a farmer 
of Rock Grove Township, and both parents were 
natives of Union County, Pa., whence they emi- 
grated West after their marriage. They located in 
Rock Grove Township, in the pioneer days, and 
opened up a good farm upon which they spent the 
remainder of their lives. 

Mrs. Foster received a common-school education, 


and remained under the parental roof until her 
marriage. She is now the mother of five children, 
one deceased; Frank R. is at home with his par- 
ents; A. J. is a telegraph operator in the office of 
the C., M. & St. P. R. R. at Racine Junction, Wis.; 
Jennie S. is a teacher in the district schools of this 
county, and makes her home with her parents; 
Charles J. is also at home; Dorcas I. died when 
one year old. 

Mr. Foster after his marriage, brought his bride 
| to the old homestead, where they have since re- 
mained. His father at that time presented him 
with eighty acres, where he has effected good im- 
provements, and occupies a good position among 
his neighbors. He uniformly votes the Democratic 
ticket, and has served as Assessor of the township 
several times. Mrs. Foster, with two sons and one 
daughter, is a member in good standing of the 
United Presbyterian Church at Dakota. 
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Kt ILLIAM H. BARNDS, Supervisor of Buck- 
eye Township, is a native of Danville, 
Montour Co., Pa., where his birth took place 

May 26,1840. His father, Charles Barnds, a na- 

tive of Lycoming County, learned the trade of a 

carpenter when a young man, and followed it in 

his native State until his death, which took place in 

Montour County in the spring of 1851. In that 

vicinity also the mother, formerly Miss Mary Eliz- 

abeth Rishel, was born and reared, in that part of 

Columbia now included in Montour County, and 

where shestill resides. The maternal grandfather 

of our subject was a blacksmith by trade, but also 
carried on farming, and spent the last years of his 
life in Montour County. 

The subject of this biography was a boy eleven 
years of age when he was deprived of a father’s 
care. A year later he set out in life for himself, 
employing his hands at whatever he could find to 
do. During the winter seasons he attended school, 
working nights and mornings for his board. When 
seventeen years of age, not being satisfied with his 
| condition or his prospects in the Keystone State, 
| he emigrated northwest to this county, where he 
| was first employed as a farm laborer, and afterward 
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supplemented his education by -an attendance at 
Beloit Academy, Wis. In the winter of 1860-61, 
he taught school in Buckeye Township, this county, 
and the following summer was employed ona farm. 
The outbreak of the late war decided his future 
movements for a few years, ashe enlisted in Co. A, 
46th Ll. Vol. Inf., serving as a Union soldier until 
February, 1866. With his comrades he met the 
rebels in some of the most important battles of the 
war, including the fight at Shiloh, the sieges of 
Corinth and Vicksburg, and many of the later en- 
gagements which carried consternation into the 
rebel ranks, and decided the victory of the Union 
troops. Mr. Barnds fulfilled his military duties in 
a faithful and praiseworthy manner, and at the close 
of the war, with his comrades, received his honor- 
able discharge. He then resumed farming in this 
county, locating first on land belonging to his father- 
in-law, and afterward purchasing forty acres on 
section 6, Buckeye Township, which he cultiva- 
ted successfully until 1882, when he purchased his 
present farm. This lies on sections 6 and 7, and 
includes a fine set of frame buildings, with good 
fences, excellent grades of stock, and all the other 
appliances of the modern and progressive agricult- 
urist. ‘The premises are kept in admirable order, 
and indicate at once the thrift and industry of the 
proprietor. 

One of the most important events in the life of 
our subject was his marriage with Miss Hannah 
C. Hartzell, which took place at Cedarville in Buck- 
eye Township, Jan. 28, 1864. Mrs. Barnds was 
born near Danville, Montour Co., Pa., Jan. 31, 
1848, and is the daughter of John and Mariah Hart- 
zell, natives of Northampton County, Pa., and now 
deceased. Mr.and Mrs. Barnds are the parents of 
eight children, five of whom survive, namely, Ed- 
win G., Ermina L., John C., William L. and Win- 
fred J. In politics Mr. Barnds is Republican. 
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\} EORGE;PIPER. On section 1, Kent Town- 
= ship, lies the farm, consisting of 120 acres, 
NA} of the subject of this sketch. He is of En- 


glish birth. His parents were John and Elizabeth 
Piper, who were born in England and died there. 





George was the seventh child of a family of twelve. 
His birthplace was in Sussex County, England, and 
the event occurred on the 9th of February, 1821. 
At the age of twenty-seven he came to America, 
in the year 1848. He landed at New York, and 
without unnecessary delay proceeded to Stephen- 
son County, Ill., in which county he has since re- 
sided. Most of the members of the family were 
carpenters by trade, as was he also. Of late years 
he has engaged almost exclusively in farming. He 
has secured 120 acres of land, nearly all of which 
is under cultivation. He occupies a comfortable 
home, and his out-buildings for the shelter of stock 
and machinery are good. 

Mr. Piper was married in Kent Township, Nov. 
17, 1854, to Lois Buss, who was born in Sussex 
County, England, in 1838, and came to America 
with her parents when about twelve years of age. 
Mr. and Mrs. Piper have a family of four children, 
all of whom are living. Their names are Rhoda, 
Arthur G., Ernest D. and Perley M. Rhoda is the 
wife of Edson Morley, and resides in Nebraska; 
Arthur married Belle Royer, and resides in Kent 
Township. Two of their children, Nathaniel and 
Charlie, died when quite young. Mr. Piper has 
held some of the minor offices of the township and 
is a solid Republican. 
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Ww) AMES MUSSER, Supervisor of Oneco Town- 
ship, and also carrying on general merchan- 
dising in Orangeville, has for a number of 


years served as an important factor in the 
business and social interests of that locality, where 


‘his genial qualities as a man, and his worth as a 


citizen, have commended him to universal favor. 

Mr. Musser was born at Penn Hall, Centre Co., 
Pa., Jan. 17, 1848. His father, Jonas, and his 
grandfather, Michael Musser, were natives of the 
same State, where they spent their entire lives. 
John Musser after his marriage, purchased a farm 
near Penn Hall, and in connection with it con- 
ducted a hotel on the Lewisburg Turnpike, where 
he resided until his death in 1895. 

The mother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Maria Durst, also a native of the Keystone State, 
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and by her marriage with Jonas Musser became 
the mother of nine children. The youngest of 
these was eight years old when the father died. 
That same year, the widow with some of her chil- 
dren, came to this county, which remained the 
home of the mother during the rest of her life, she 
in her later years residing with her children. 

~ James Musser was a lad of eleven years when 
his father was called hence. For two years after- 
ward he lived with his oldest brother on the home- 
stead in Pennsylvania, and in 1857 found his way 
to Stephenson County, this State, being then thir- 
teen years of age. He went out to work by the 
day, and in the winter season attended school, 
working mornings and evenings for his board. In 
1860, when sixteen years old, he repaired to Beloit, 
where he attended the academy, remaining until 
the outbreak of the late Civil War. Although but 
a youth, he proffered his services in defense of the 
Union, becoming a member of Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., and after serving his first term of enlistment, 
veteranized in December, 1863, and served until 
the close of the war. After retiring from the 
army, Mr. Musser in September following estab- 
lished himself in mercantile business at Orange- 
ville, in company with his brother Benjamin. 
They operated together ten years, when James pur- 
chased his brother’s interest, and has since carried 
on the business alone. 

Our subject after reaching his twenty-seventh 
year, was captured by the charming qualities of 
Miss Kate Zimmerman, and they were united in 
marriage in Rock Grove Township, in June, 1870. 
The tie thus established was in due time cemented 
by the birth of five children, who were named re- 
spectively, Herbert A., Mabel E., Royston D., 
Mare J. and Clive Newcomb. They occupy a 
comfortable dwelling on Main street, and enjoy the 
society and friendship of the best people in Orange- 
ville. Mr. Musser, by his genial and courteous 
manner and straightforward business methods, has 
built ap a good patronage, and is a general favorite 
among his townsmen. He has one of the largest 
and best-arranged general stores in the Northwest, 
and carries a well-selected stock of goods, doing 
anu annual business of some $65,000. 
prominent figure in Masonic circles, belonging to 








He is a | 


Orangeville Lodge No. 687, A. F. & A. M., and 
Freeport Chapter No. 87, R. A. M., also Freeport 
Commandery No. 7, and Freeport Consistory. to- . 
gether with J. R. Scroggs Lodge No. 372, I. O. O. 
F., and John Musser Post No. 365, G. A. R., of 
which he has been Commander since its organiza- 
tion. He takes a lively interest in the welfare of 
the people of his community, and with uniform 
cheerfulness gives his time and attention whenever 
required, to those matters pertaining to its prog- 
ress and well-being. 
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RA CRIPPEN, one of the ample land-owners 
of Florence Township, whose 300 acres lie on 
section 2, is the subject of this sketch. His 

parents were Stephen and Lucy (Chandler) Crip- 
pen, who emigrated from Pennsylvania to Michi- 
gan, and from there to Carroll County, Ill., where 
the father died. The mother died in Michigan. 
The family of those sturdy Pennsylvanians con- 
sisted of nine boys and one girl. Ira was born in 
Pennsylvania, on the 6th of August, 1838. When 
his parents emigrated to Michigan, he was but a 
small boy, and his recollections of the surroundings 
of his Pennsylvania home are very dim. With his 
parents he went to Carroll County, Ill., in 1852. 
After living in various places, and making a trip 
to Colorado, where he remained for five years, liv- 
ing in various parts of that State, he returned to 
Illinois, aud located in Florence Township, Ste- 
phenson County, in 1865. He has resided in this 
county ever since. His farm consists of 300 acres, 
a large portion of which is cultivated and highly 
productive. The buildings which he has erected 
attract the attention of the passer-by on account of 
their unusual excellence. 

On the 14th of April, 1865, Mr. Crippen was 
married, in Stephenson County, to Eleanor C. 
Hitchcock, who was born in Indiana, Their union 
has been an unusually happy one. It has been 
blessed by two children—Walter I. and Cora B. 

In the spring of 1885, Mr. Crippen was elected 
to the office of Supervisor of Florence Townsh’p, 
and during his term of office gave such satisfaction 
that the people re-elected him in the spring of 
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1886, and he served until the spring of 1887, when 
he declined further official honors. Some years 
ago, when the grievances of the farmers had _ be- 
come so burdensome that some steps had to be 
taken to alleviate them, Mr. Crippen was one of 
the first to assist in crystalizing the prevailing sen- 
timent among the farmers out of which grew the 
organization of the Patrons of Husbandry, or 
Grangers. He has always taken a lively interest in 
whatever concerned the welfare and prosperity of 
the farmers. Only once has Mr. Crippen deviated 
from his vocation as a farmer, and that was while 
he engaged for a time in the grocery business in 
Freeport, being associated with James A. Grimes. 
His tastes are for agricultural pursuits, and in that 
direction lies his success. 

In politics, Mr. Crippen is a Republican, and be- 
lieves that every man should pay attention to pol- 
itical matters sufficiently to maintain an honest 
Government, both in the State and Nation, and 
particularly to secure honest management of local 
affairs. He and his estimable wife are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Beene H. GUNSAUL, at present Assessor 
of West Point Township, came to this local- 
ity in pioneer days, and has faithfully clung 
( 
S 


to the place where he set out early in life to 
establish a permanent home. Heis a native of the 
Empire State, and was born near the little town of 
Amsterdam, Fulton County, Sept. 27, 1834. His 
father, Gabriel Gunsaul, was a native of the same 
county, and his grandfather, Joseph Gunsaul, was 
born in Dutchess County, Oct. 14, 1769. The great- 
grandfather of our subject, also named Joseph, 
spent the last years of his life in the United States. 
The place of his birth is not known to his descend- 
ants now living. 

The Gunsaul family is supposed to have origi- 
nated among the Spanish Huguenots, and the first 
representatives in this country were three brothers 
who crossed the ocean before the Revolutionary 
War. One settled in Pennsylvania, one in Mary- 
land, and the third, the great-great-great-grand- 
father of our subject, established himself in the ter- 





ritory which was named after the Duke of York, 
but is now New York State. Nothing more is 
known of him except that he married and reared a 
family of sons and daughters, 

The great-grandfather of our subject removed 
from Dutchess to Saratoga County, settling on the 
present site of the village of Charlton, where he 
secured the title to a section of land. There were 
but few white men in that region at the time, and 
the great-grandfather, Joseph Gunsaul, was mur- 
dered by the Indians in about 1776. His son, Jo- 
seph, was at that time a lad twelve years of age. 
At the time of this tragedy a great-uncle of our 
subject, John Gunsaul, together with the hired man, 
were taken prisoners and carried to Canada. The 
lad Joseph was captured, but made his escape. The 
great-uncle was held by the savages three years, 
but was finally released through the efforts of his 
cousin, an Officer in the British army, who effected 
his return to his native State. He settled near the 
homestead which had been inaugurated by his 
father, and there spent the remainder of his life. 

The grandfather of our subject, Joseph Gunsaul, 
was born and reared in Saratoga County, N. Y., 
where he remained until after his marriage. After 
a short residence in Schnectady he removed into 
the Empire City, and was engaged as a clerk until 
the outbreak of the War of 1812. He then went 
to Amsterdam and engaged in mercantile business, 
and after a few years traded his stock of goods for 
a farm and hotel on the Mohawk River two miles 
east of Amsterdam Village. These he conducted 
until 1835, when he sold out and returned to Sche- 
nectady, and kept the North Hall Boarding-House, 
which was connected with the Union College. He 
was thus occupied until 1853, when he decided to 
come West and spend his last days with his son 
Samuel. Five years later, on the 12th of June, 
1858, his death took place in Winslow Township. 

The paternal grandmother of our subject, who, 
in her girlhood was Miss Mary Manny, was born in 
Amsterdam, Montgomery Co., N. Y., Feb. 2, 1794, 
of French parents. She came to Illinois with her 
husband after they had both become aged, and 
passed away two years before his decease. Their 
six children were named Gabriel, Emanuel, John, 
Mary, Margaret and Samuel. ‘They possessed vig- 
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orous constitutions, and all lived to matnre years, 
married and settled in comfortable homes. Gabriel, 
the father of our subject, grew to manhood in his 
native county in New York, where he married and 
continued to live until 1842. Then, accompanied 
by his wife and four children, he started for the 
Prairie State, making the journey by the Erie Ca- 
nal and the Lakes to Chicago, where he purchased a 
team and came overland to this county. He had 
chosen farming for ‘his vocation, and renting a 
tract of land cultivated it two years, and soon after- 
ward entered land from the Government that is 
located in Waddams Township. He put upa frame 
house of native lumber, where he established his 
family and proceeded with the cultivation of the 
soil, which heretofore had never been turned by 
the plowshare. His nearest market was Galena, 
and the few mining towns adjacent. He labored 
worthily and industriously in common with his 
brother pioneers, and lived to see the country richly 
developed around him, looking with gratified inter- 
est upon the transformation which changed the un- 
cultivated prairies to smiling farms and beautiful 
homesteads. His upright course in life secured for 
him the regard and confidence of his neighbors, 
and when he passed to his rest in May, 1883, there 
was regret on every side at the loss of a conscien- 
tious and valued citizen. 

Gabriel Gunsaul in early life was married to Miss 
Nancy Marsellis, a native of his own county, and 
who played with him during his childhood days. 
She came to the West with her husband, endured 
bravely and patiently the hardships of life in a new 
country, and preceded her husband to the other 
world in May, 1871. The household circle included 
four children, of whom Gabriel died in Rockford, 
in 1871; Maria is married and lives in Lena; Jo- 
seph H., of our sketch, was the third child; James 
F. is a farmer in Hamilton County, Iowa. 

The subject of this sketch was a lad of eight years 
when his father came to the West. He remembers 
distinctly many of the incidents connected with the 
long journey from the Empire State, and the strug- 
gle with life in the wilds of Stephenson County 
during its first settlement. His first school studies 
were conducted in the log cabin, the institution 
being maintained on the subscription plan. In com- 








mon with the sons of the early settlers, he knew 
little of luxury, or the amusements of the present 
day, but was content in his sphere of life, and was 
taught by his excellent parents that to live honestly 
and worthily was ambition’s chiefest goal. He fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of his ancestors and has been 
engaged in agriculture all his life with the excep- 
tion of the time spent in assisting to put down the 
Rebellion. Soon after the outbreak of the war he 
enlisted in the 92d Illinois Infantry, which was as- © 
signed to Sherman’s command, and whose soldiers 
participated with the great General in his march 
from Atlanta to the sea. Mr. Gunsaul was present 
at many of the important battles of that campaign, 
and remained faithful to his duties as a soldier un- 
til the close of the war. It proved a valuable and 
interesting experience, which, notwithstanding its 
hardships and dangers, he would not willingly part 
with. After the surrender of Lee’s army, Mr. G., 
in common with his comrades, received an honor- 
able discharge and returned home. Soon afterward 
he resumed the work which had been thus inter- 
rupted, and continued until the spring of 1871, 
when he sold out and came to Lena, and invested his 
surplus funds in groceries and dry-goods, later add- 
ing agricultural implements, and was engaged in 
trade until 1878 or 1879. The flight of years now 
admonished him that it was time to rest, and dis- 
posing of his stock and business he retired to his 
present home, where he anticipates spending the 
later years of his life in the peace and quiet which 
he has so justly earned. 
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\J ENRY F. KOLLER. The attention of the 
A) traveler through Silver Creek Township, in 
the southeastern part of Stephenson County, 

5) is invariably attracted to the finely laid off 
and well-cultivated farm of the subject of this 
sketch. ‘The fields are enclosed with neat and sub- 
stantial fences, while the farm buildings are of 
first-class description, admirably suited to the 
storing of grain and the shelter of stock. The 
residence is not by any means an unimportant 
feature, and serves to complete the substantial and 
homelike appearance of the place, and it being a 
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representative farm homestead of Stephenson Coun- 
ty, we present a view of it in this volume. The 
farm stock is of excellent quality, including a herd 
of Short-horn cattle, the chief of which is ‘* Duke,” 
a valuable and magnificent specimen of his kind. 

Mr. Koller took possession of his present farm in 
February, 1882, to which he had removed from 
Ogle County. His residence in Illinois includes a 
period of over twenty years, with the exception of 

‘two years spent in Kansas. His first recollections 
are of a country across the sea and a Province in 
the Kingdom of Prussia, where he was born Oct. 
23,1852. His father, Frederick Koller, was a sub- 
stantial German farmer, and lived and died on 
his native soil, breathing his last upon the day, in 
1867, he had intended to set sail for America. 
This affliction materially altered the plans of the 
family, causing the postponement of the intended 
journey until the year following, when the mother 
came with her family and located first in Rock 
Run Township, this county, then removed to John- 
son County, Kan., where she now resides and is 
fifty-nine years of age. Her maiden. name was 
Louisa Renscha. 

After the death of his father, our subject, al- 
though then but fourteen years of age, at once 
carried out his intention of emigrating to America, 
and set out alone on the long and tedious ocean 
voyage. After landing in New York he proceeded 
to Wisconsin, where he remained for a time and 
thence. came to Rock City, in the eastern part of 
this county, where he employed himself at what- 
ever his hands could find to do. His industry and 
intelligence secured him friends wherever he went. 
From Rock Run Township he went into Ogle 
County, where he settled down, saved what he 
could of his earnings, and in due time was enabled 
to purchase a part of the land included in his pres- 
ent farm. He was married in Ridott ‘Township, 
March 17, 1876, to Miss Christine Ichman, a na- 
tive of his own Province in Prussia, and who came 
to the United States with her father, Louis Ichman, 
when a child three years of age. She was orphaned 
at an early age, both parents dying in Ridott 
Township, where her father had been engaged in 
farming. Of her union with our subject there 
were born nine children, of whom two, Sarah and 








Louis, were some years ago laid to rest in the 
quiet country burying-ground. Those surviving 
are Frederick H., Eda, Emma, Henry, William, 
Lillie and Charles. : 

Our subject was particularly fortunate in his se- 
lection of a companion, securing a lady who was 
willing to live economically and make many sacri- 
fices for the sake of a future home. Their indus- 
trious labors have been amply rewarded, and they 
are now surrounded with all the comforts of life. 
Since becoming a naturalized citizen, Mr. Koller 
has uniformly cast his vote in support of Demo- 
cratic principles. 
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yj OS9EPH RODEMEIER is a native of Ger- 

many. and came to this country in 1854. 

His parents were Henry and Elizabeth 

‘C77 Rodemeier. The mother died in Germany, 

and the father came with his children, consisting of 

seven boys and two girls, in 1854. Having friends 

in Freeport who had preceded him to this country, 

he came direct to that point, where he remained 

until his death, which occurred in 1866. He was 
a farmer by occupation. . 

Joseph Rodemeier was born in Germany on the 
24th of November, 1844, and when his father emi- 
grated to this country, was ten years of age. In 
less than ten years after coming to the New World 
the war between the North and South was inaugu- 
rated. Having adopted this as his country, his 
patriotism was aroused, and on the 10th of Decem- 
ber, 1861, he enlisted in Co. A, 57th Ill. Vol. Inf., 
where he served for three years and nine months, 
being discharged in July, 1865. In the battle of 
Corinth, Miss., which was one of the great engage- 
ments of the war, and taken in connection with 
Pittsburg Landing and Shiloh, constituted the 
greatest battle of the war with the exception of 
Gettysburg, he was seriously wounded in the left 
arm by a minie ball, and was in the hospital for 
two months. During his time of service he was in 
eight general engagements, besides skirmishes too 
numerous to mention. For meritorious service 
and strict obedience to all orders given him he 
reached the rank of Sergeant of his company, which 
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position he held during the last year of his service. 
He was mustered out at Louisville, Ky., and re- 
turned to Stephenson County in 1865, and settled 
in Kent Township, where he procured forty acres 
of land on section 32. He now owns 160 acres on 
that section, all of which is under improvement. 
Mr. Rodemeier has made it an object to pleasantly 
surround himself and family. His residence is one 
of the best appointed in the township and his barn 
is commodious and is supplied with all the modern 
conveniences. We take pleasure in presenting a 
view of it in this volume. 

On the 11th of November, 1865, very soon after 
returning from the army, Mr. Rodemeier was mar- 
ried to Miss Margaret Holland, the daughter of 
John and Margaret Holland, of Kent ‘Township, 
who were natives of Ireland. Mrs. Rodemeier was 
born on the 6th of January, 1847, in New Bedford, 
Mass. Her father came to Stephenson County 
about the year 1850 and settled in Kent Township, 
where he was a victim of the cholera scourge which 
swept over the country in 1854. The mother is 
still living, at quite an advanced age. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Rodemeier are five 
in number, their names being Mary A., Maggie, 
John, Ellenand Henry. Maggie died when one 
year and three months old. Mr. and Mrs. R. are 
members of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Erin 
Township. In politics he is a Democrat. 


ON. JOHN COATES, a prominent attorney- 

) at-law in the city of Freeport, is not only 

one of the oldest settlers of Northern Illi- 

nois, but is one of the oldest members of 

the Stephenson County bar. He possesses talents 

of a high order, and having been a close student 

and an extensive reader, has attained to a position 

second to none in the profession in this locality. 

He has filled many important offices, the duties of 

which have been discharged with the honesty and 

fidelity characteristic of the man, and which long 

years ago established him in the esteem and con- 
fidence of his fellow-citizens. 

The family of Judge Coates was of old Scotch 

stock. He himself was born-near the city of Will- 








iamsport, Lycoming Co., Pa., June 23,1819. His 
paternal grandfather, John Coates, a native of 
Scotland, emigrated to America in 1773, having 
previously married Miss Sarah Smith, by whom he 
became the father of two children, a son and a 
daughter. He came to this country at the time of 
its deepest agitation and settled on a farm near the 
city of Philadelphia, but on the breaking out of 
the war with Great Britain, he went into the army 
as Wagonmaster, and died in the service in the 
autumn of 1777. His son John, the father of our 
subject, was born in Dumfriesshire, Scotland, in 
July, 1771, and was reared by his widowed mother, 
whom he in turn tenderly cherished until her death 
in 1809. He was a farmer by vocation. He was 
married, about 1805, to Miss Jane Eason, the 
daughter of John Eason, who had emigrated from 
the North of Ireland and located in Northumber- 
land County, Pa., some years prior to the Revolu- 
tion. 

‘The parents of our subject, after their marriage, 
settled in Lycoming County, Pa., where they 
reared a family of nine children, three sons and six 
daughters. John, our subject, passed his boyhood 
and youth amid the scenes of rural life, pursuing 
his primary studies in the district school and later 
attending an academy. He took kindly to his 
books and at an early age developed as a teacher, 
which calling he pursued about two years. In 
1845 he came to Illinois, and the next year entered 
the office of Judge Wilson, of Mt. Carroll, and be- 
gan the study of law under the instruction of that 
eminent attorney. A year later he came to Free-. 
port and took charge of the law office of Thomas 
J. Turner, then Member of Congress from this 
district. Here he continued his studies and was 
admitted to the bar in the spring of 1848. He 
commenced the practice of his profession in the 
city of his adoption, and devoted his whole time 
and energies to perfecting himself as an attorney 
and jurist. His natural abilities and his close at- 


‘tention to the duties of his profession secured ac- 


knowledgment at the hands of his fellow-citizens, 
and in 1853 he was elected County Judge of Ste- 
phenson County, which oftice he filled creditably 
until the expiration of his term. Upon retiring 
from the Judgeship he was elected County Attor- 
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ney, and later Justice of the Peace and City At- 
torney. He still continues his law practice, and 
each year adds something to his erudition and his 
proficiency in one of the noblest of professions. 
Judge Coates, in 1856, was united in marriage 
with Mrs. Ellen V. Carroll, a native of Princeton, 
N. J., and who died Sept. 26, 1871. This union 
resulted in the birth of one child, a daughter, Helen 


J., who has inherited largely the mental capacities | 


of her father. After passing through the primary 
course in school, she was graduated at a seminary in 
Pennsylvania, and completed her education under 
some of the best instructors in music and modern 
languages, across the ocean in Germany and Swit- 
zerland. The Judge is a member in good standing 
of the Presbyterian Church, and has ever been 
among its most generous supporters. Lle is also 
ene of the oldest members of the Board of Direct- 
ors of McCormick Theological Seminary. 
itics, he is a Democrat. As a member of the Balti- 
more convention of i852, he voted fifty-two 
ballots for Stephen A. Douglas for President, and 
has never abated his admiration for that gifted 
statesman. 


In pol- 
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ACOB ACKER, deceased, was well known 
as one of the successful pioneer farmers of 
Jefferson Township, who passed the declin- 
ing years of life at his pleasant home in 

Lena. He was the son of Henry and Annie (Law- 
ver) Acker, and was born Sept. 28, 1814, five miles 
from Richfield, in that part of Mifflin County now 
included in Juniata, Pa. 
of the same county, but his grandfather was born 
in Germany, and emigrated with his family to 
America, becoming one of the early settlers of 
Mifflin County. He was a miller by trade, and 
after the purchase of land built a flouring-mill and 
operated successfully both the mill and farm. His 
death occurred in the early part of this century. 
Henry Acker was trained in all the details of 
agriculture by his father, and after his marriage he 
purchased a farm, which he successfully managed 


until his life was cut short by a terrible tragedy. 


In March, 1861, he was cruelly murdered in his 


His father was a native 








own huuse by two men who entered at night, and 
after shooting Mr. Acker, mutilated his body with 
a tomahawk. The principal perpetrator of the 
foul deed met the full penalty of the law, and his 
confederate was imprisoned for a term of twelve 
years. The death of Mrs. Acker occurred in 1860, 

Jacob Acker attended school and assisted his 
father with the farm labor until he reached the age 
of eighteen. He then served two and a half years 
as an apprentice to the trade of carpenter and 
joiner. For a year he was occupied at joiner’s 
work, and then took contracts for the erection of 
houses and barns. He carried on this business suc- 
cessfully in Pennsylvania until 1843, when he 
started for the West, accompanied by his wife and 
child, and his brothers and sisters. They began 
the overland journey with three horses, a wagon 
and a buggy. Upon arriving at Pittsburgh they 
embarked with their teams and proceeded on their 
journey via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to St. 
Louis. During the passage one of their horses be- 
came restive, plunged overboard and was drowned. 
Upon landing they continued on their way to 
Stephenson County with a pair of horses, and ar- 
rived in Jefferson Township on November 7. 

The evenings now were already cool and frosty, 
though the autumn sunshine still lingered late in 
the season as it frequently does in the West. It 
was necessary to make immediate preparations for 
shelter, as winter was rapidly approaching, conse- 
quently Mr. Acker rented a farm and moved into 
the vacant log cabin that stood upon it, and which 
his wife and sisters endeavored to render as com- 
fortable and cheerful as possible. There they 
passed the winter, and in the following summer 
purchased a claim in Jefferson Township, and en- 
tered Government land, built a house upon it, and 
lived there until 1869. Mr. Acker was occupied 
at his trade and usually employed a man to attend 
to the farm labor. In 1869 he sold this farm and 
bought the place in Lena where his widow now re- 
sides. He also purchased an acre of land upon 
which he erected two substantial houses, besides 
enlarging and improving the family residence. 

Mr. Acker, in 1838, was united in marriage with 
Miss Amelia Hine, daughter of Bernbard Hine, a 


| native of Germany. She was born July 12, 1818, 
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in Union County, Pa. Mr. Hine came to America 
when a young man. He married and settled in 
Union County, Pa., but afterward moved West, and 
died in this township, April 20, 1857. His wife 
before marriage was Miss Elizabeth Wolf, a native 
of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. and Mrs. Acker were blest with a family of 
nine children. six of whom are living: George is 
a resident of Omaha, Neb.; Mary, now Mrs. Kleck- 
ner, of Sioux City, Iowa; Kate resides at home; 
Margaret, Mrs. Housel, is a resident of Freeport; 
Sarah J., Mrs. Craig, resides in Indiana, and Viola 
F. is Mrs. Berbeck. One son, John, born May 9, 
1840, died Sept. 22, 1859, and two other children 
died in infancy. Mr. Acker was always interested 
in public affairs, and was honored with many posi- 
tions of trust and responsibility. He officiated as 
Postmaster in Loran, and was School Treasurer and 
Justice of the Peace in Jefferson Township for sev- 
eral years. He always voted the Republican ticket. 
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EORGE M. VAN MATRE, of Oneco.Town- 
ship, was born at the home of his father on 
section 28, in this township, June 18, 1862. 

He is consequently a young man, and just entering 
upon the grave responsibilities of life, being mar- 
ried and the head of a family, for whom there is 


ample reason to suppose he is in a condition to. 


provide comfortably, and maintain his and their 
position among the leading residents of this section. 
Upon his marriage, in 1884, he located on section 
28, where he proposes to continue the pursuit of 
agriculture, in which he has been bred from his boy- 
hood. He isa gentleman of fair education, hav- 
ing enjoyed the advantages of the district school, 
and is disposed to keep his eyes open to what is go- 
ing on around him. 

Our subject is the son of Joseph N. Van Matre. 
whose father, also named Joseph, was a native of 
Ohio. The former was born in Clinton County, Ohio, 
in 1836, and three years later the family migrated 
westward, locating in Oneco Township, this county. 
Joseph, Jr., remained under the home roof, assisting 
his parents until reaching his majority, but soon after 
his marriage began farming on rented land, and 








thus operated for a number of years. His death 
took place at his home in Oneco Township, July 28, 
1878, while he was still comparatively a young man. 
The mother of our subject, in her girlhood was 
Miss Elizabeth Trotter, a native of Kentucky, and 
the daughter of George Trotter, who emigrated 
from the Blue Grass region to this county in 1836, 
when his daughter Elizabeth wasa babe six months 
old. The parental family of our subject included 
four children, of whom two are now living. 

George M. when twenty-three years of age, was 
united in marriage with Miss Ella, daughter of Syl- 
vester A. Dorn, who was born May 27, 1864, and 
whose father, a native of New York, is now a resi- 
dent of Orangeville. After their marriage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Van M. began life together in a modest dwell- 
ing situated in Oneco Township. They have one 
child, a son, Glenn D., born May 31, 1885. The 
mother of Mrs. Van M. was of Irish birth and par- 
entage, and her father was a native of New York. 
The former died in 1874, and the latter is still liv- 
ing in Orangeville. The paternal grandfather of 
our subject crossed the plains to California about 
the time of the gold excitement on the Pacific 
Slope. He was finally lost sight of, and his son 
Joseph N., the father of our subject, when but a 
youth, was leftin charge of the homestead, and the 
care of the family who were then residents of Oneco 
Township, and there he remained until assuming 
domestic ties of his own. 


to Loran Township forty-three years ago, 

- where he has resided ever since, and is the 
proprietor of 3800 acres of valuable land 

under a good state of cultivation besides twenty- 
three acres in timber. He has effected great im- 
provements upon his property since first taking 
possession, erecting a handsome and substantial set 
of frame buildings and providing all the other ap- 
pliances required by the enterprising and progres- 
sive farmer. He has never been content with med- 
iocrity but has always aimed to bring about the 
best results, and for the sake of this has been will- 
ing to employ his best efforts and the most untir- 


ha eee FISHER. This gentleman came 
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ing industry. In consequence he has a homestead 
of which he may well be proud and occupies a good 
position among his neighbors, who long ago 
learned to respect him for his personal worth and 
his straightforward manner of doing business. 

Our subject came from a section of country 
which has furnished many of the substantial men of 
Stephenson County. His earliest recollections are 
of Bedford County, Pa., where his birth took 
place June 27, 1822. He remained a member of 
his father’s household and a resident of that locality 
until after reaching his majority, when he turned 
his steps westward, with the view of establisbing 
ahome for himself. After coming to Illinois he 
spent one month in Carroll County, and then came 
to Loran Township, where he has since’remained, 
continuously engaged in farming pursuits. In 
1882, however, feeling that he had accomplished 
his share in the development of the soil of this sec- 
tion, he practically retired from the labors of the 
farm and took up his residence in Yellow Creek, 
but not so far away that he cannot still remain in 
supervision of his rural affairs. In Yellow Creek 
he has a comfortable village home and his form is 
a familiar figure upon the streets and among the 
people, who welcomed him to their midst as a 
valued and useful member of the community. 

Our subject was married first in his native county 
in Pennsylvania to Miss Rosanna Wertz, and was 
accompanied by his young wife on the overland 
trip to this county, in 1844. She cheerfully shared 
with him the inconveniences and hardships of the 
early days and became the mother of eight children, 


namely, George, John, Franklin, Mary, Daniel,. 


Of these but two 
survive, George and Daniel, now residents of 
Loran Township. ‘The wife and mother departed 
this life at the homestead in Loran Township in 
February, 1857, and her remains were laid to rest 
in a country burying-ground. 

Mr. Fisher was subsequently married in Loran 
Township, Sept. 11, 1858, to Miss Anna, daughter 
of Thomas and Anna (Booth) Herrington, natives 
of Canada, ‘They were the parents of eight chil- 
dren, and came to Jo Daviess Connty about June 
8, 1837, where the father followed farming until 
1847, and where both parents spent the remainder 


Calvin, Emma and Rosanna, 


‘were taken with the measles. 





of their lives. Mrs. Fisher was born in Canada, 
Dec. 4, 1824, and was the sixth child of her par- 
ents. Of her union with our subject there are two 
daughters: Thirza, the wife of George Thomas, a 
prosperous farmer of Loran Township, and/Anna 
M., still a member of her father’s household. Our 
subject and his wife belong to the Dunkard 
Brethren and the Advent Church respectively. 
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A est LECKINGTON. - One of the snug- 

est farms and most comfortable appearing 

D homesteads in the western part of Stephen- 
6 son County, is the one owned by Mr. 
SS, Fea on section 6, Kent Township. His 
parents were Jacob and Christina (Acker) Leck- 
ington, who were born in Juniata County, Pa. 
They left that State in 1851 for Illinois, and before 
reaching their destination the mother and children 
The mother died on 
the boat. just before they werej ready to land in 
Bureau County. This left Mr. Leckington with a 
family of children upon his hands in a country and 
among people which were strange to him. But be- 
ing a man of strong resolution he did the best 
under the circumstances and cared for his children 
to the utmost of his ability until after harvest, 
when he moved to Stephenson County, and settled 
in West Point Township, where he has resided 
since. There were nine children, eight of whom 
attained to manhood and womanhood: John died in 
West Point Township, when about nineteen years 


‘of age. 


Henry was the youngest of the family who lived 
to grow to manhood. He was born in Juniata 
County, Pa., March 18, 1849, and was about three 
years old when his parents removed to Llinois. He 
remained at home until he was twenty-six years of 
age, and during that time availed himself of such 
opportunities as were presented to obtain a com- 
mon-school education. At the age of twenty-six 
he was married and settled in Kent Township. He 
is the owner of ninety-five acres of land, all of 
which is improved, and since his residence in this 
township he has been continuously engaged in 
farming. - 

Our subject was married in Kent Township, on 
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the 15th of October, 1874, to Miss Hattie A. 
Gillett, daughter of Harmon E. and Mary M. 
(Baird) Gillett, the former a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and the latter of New York State. They 
moved into Stephenson County, and settled in Kent 
Township, where they have since resided. They 
have four daughters, of whom Mrs. Leckington is 
the eldest. She was born in Kent Township, Aug. 
16, 1855. Mr. and Mrs. Leckington are the par- 
ents of four children—Minnie B., Charles E., 
Chloa D. and Mabel M. Chioa and Mabel died 
young. Mr. Leckington has been School Director 
for several terms. At the time this sketch was 
written he was serving his third term as Constable. 
He belongs to the Democratic party. Mrs. Leck- 
ington is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


LBERTUS COLLMANN, deceased. This 
gentleman was one of the most active 
business men of Freeport and was for 
@ many years engaged as a wholesale dealer 
in leaf tobacco, having his factory at the corner of 
Adams and Clay streets. He illustrated in his life 
and character most forcibly the best traits of his 
substantial German ancestry. He was born in 
the Kingdom of Hanover, Nov. 27, 1828, and 
received a good education in the schools of his 
native town. He remained under the parental roof 
until reaching his majority, and then, desiring to 
better his condition, resolved to emigrate to 
the United States. 
After reaching American shores Mr. Collmann 
came directly to this county, and with the small 





amount of means which he possessed, purchased a | 


tract of land in Silver Creek Township, and pro- 
ceeded to cultivate it and to erect suitable farm 
buildings. He continued a member of the farming 


larged sent his goods across the Atlantic to the 
cities of Hamburg and Bremen. He was thus em- 
ployed several years, during which time he ac- 
cumulated a small fortune. In the meantime his 
value as a citizen and business man received due 
recognition and he became connected with many 
of the important interests of the city. He was a 
member of the banking firm of Hettinger, Collmann 
Bros. & Co., and was one of the Directors and stock- 
holders of the German Insurance Company, which 
is now one of the solid institutions of Freeport. 
He had invested a large part of his surplus capital 
in real-estate in Iowa, and became the owner of 
several large farms, all under cultivation and of 
great value. His entire career was a forcible illus- 
tration of the self-made man, and of that which can 
be accomplished by steady perseverance and in- 
dustry. 

The wife of our subject was in her girlhood 
Miss Henriette Janssen, a native of his own country, 
and a lady who possessed many excellent qualities. 
She was in all respects fitted to become the close 
friend and counselor of her husband, and was 
largely his assistant in his successes in life. They 
became the parents of six children, and their sons 
all occupy prominent and enviable positions, both 
in society and in the business world. The eldest, 
Frank, is a resident of Janesville, Wis., where he is 
engaged in the wholesale tobacco trade; Rosa G. 
is the wife of C. W. Rieger, cashier of the Salina 
County (Neb.) Bank; Onnie J. is President of the 
Central Nebraska Banking Company, at Broken 
Bow, Neb.; George W., also a banker, is a resident 
of DeWitt, Neb., and is President of the Salina 
County Bank; William E. and Alice remain at 
home with their mother. 2 
. Albertus Collmann departed this life at the 
family residence in Freeport, July 4, 1880, leaving 
a large estate embracing tracts of land in Grundy 
and Lyon Counties, Iowa, all in a good state of culti- 


| yation. He had erected an elegant residence in 


| 


community until 1864, when, desirous of changing | 


his location and occupation, he made arrangements 
to embark in the tobacco trade at Freeport. He 
purchased stock in the country around and shipped 
to the Eastern markets first, and as his business en- 


Freeport which is now occupied by his widow and 
the children who remain at home. The building 
is of brick, finely finished and furnished, and stands 
in the midst of beautifully ornamented grounds, 
surrounded by shade trees and choice shrubbery. 
The mother of Mrs. Collmann resides with her and 
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is now seventy-nine years of age, but isa hearty 
and happy old lady in the full enjoyment of all 
her facultics. 


see 


ILLIAM L. HEISE, of Oneco Township, 
Yl has been a resident of the county for a 
\ period of thirty-one years, coming here 
one year before his father, when a young man 
twenty-two years of age. He was reared to farm- 
ing pursuits, to which he has given his attention his 
entire life. He commenced as an independent ag- 
riculturist on his own account soon after his mar- 
riage, which occurred in 1857. He then located 
upon a tract of land in Oneco Township, which has 
since been his abiding-place, and where he has 
since been closely identified with the interests of 
Stephenson County. 

Mr. Heise was born in Clearfield County, Pa., 
Feb. 9, 1835. His parents, Martin and Mary C. 
(Lowry) Heise, were natives, respectively, of Mary- 
land and Pennsylvania; the latter was born in 
Columbia County. The grandfathers were both 
of German descent, and settled in Maryland at an 
early period in the history of that State. The fa- 
ther of Martin Heise was a cooper by trade, which 
he followed in connection with farming all his life. 
He removed from Maryland to Pennsylvania when 
of middle age and located in Union County, where 
he spent the remainder of his days, dying at the age 
of one hundred and seven years. His son, Martin, was 
born in Union County in 1810, and remained under 
the parental roof until about sixteen years of age. 
He had in the meantime, as soon as he could be 
spared from his home, worked out by the month. 
He received no schooling in his early days, but 
learned to read and write after his marriage. Upon 
leaving home he repaired to Clearfield County, 
where he learned the miller’s trade, but subse- 
quently abandoned this to engage in lumbering, 
and afterward took up farming, which he followed 
in his native State until 1857. He then sold out 
his property and determined to seek his fortune in 
Illinois. He came by rail to Freeport and, after a 
, day spent in looking over the city, proceeded to 
Rock Run Township, this county, where he rented 








a farm and continued to reside for two years. He 
then purchased land in Oneco Township, which he 
farmed in a modest way, and where his death oc- 
curred in the spring of 1870, when he was sixty 
years of age. 

The mother of our subject, who became the wife 
of Martin Heise about 1833 or 1834, was the 
daughter of William Lowry, a native of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, who was a weaver by trade. She 
was twenty-one years of age when married, and ac- 
companied her husband to this county, where her 
death took place in 1881, her husband having died 
in 1870. The children born to this household con- 
sisted of four sons and five daughters, of whom the_ 
two youngest sons, John and Aaron, yielded up 
their lives as a sacrifice to their country in the late 
war, John being killed in battle and Aaron dying 
in the hospital at Scottsboro. Theseven surviving 
children, with the exception of one sister, who 
is living in Pennsylvania, are residents of this 
county. : 

The subject of our sketch remained a member of 
his father’s household until reaching his majority, 
and in the summer of 1856 bid adieu to his native 
hills and migrated northwestward into Wisconsin. 
His stay there, however, was comparatively brief, 
asin August following he came to this county, taking 
up his residence first at Freeport, and being em- 
ployed mostly on a farm in Lancaster Township for 
two years following. Subsequently he rented land 
in Harlem Township until 1861, but the results not 
being entirely satisfactory, he relieved himself of 
that venture and employed himself as before. In 
1864 he purchased thirty-nine acres on section 30, 
in Oneco Township, and then began in earnest to 
cultivate the soil and build up for himself and fam- 
ily apermanent home. ‘The stimulus of ownership 
had a marked effect, and the result was eminently 
satisfactory. He prospered in his operations, and 
in time was enabled to add to his real-estate until 
he now has nearly 100 acres, which he has brought 
to a good state of cultivation and supplied with 
comfortable farm buildings. In the meantime, 
also, his straightforward and upright course has 
commended him to the respect and confidence of 
his fellow-townsmen, and he has officiated as 
School Director for a period of twelve years. He 
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is one of the most reliable members of the Repub- 
lican party, and keeps himself well posted upon 
matters of general interest. 

The marriage of Mr. Heise took place in Harlem 
Township, April 26, 1857, the maiden of his choice 
being Miss Susanna Cole, who was born in Lycom- 
ing County, Pa., Jan. 12, 1840. Her parents, 
George and Mary Cole, were natives of Berks 
County, whence they emigrated in 1850 and_ lo- 
cated in Harlem Township, this county.. They-are 
now in Harlem. The union of Mr. and Mrs. Heise 

‘resulted in the birth of fifteen children, two of 
whom died in early childhood and one when eight 
years of age. Their eldest son, George, is em- 
ployed in Waddams Township; Ira, who learned 
the carpenter’s trade, is in New Mexico; Anna is 
a resident of Lena; Ida is the wife of F. Ferringer, 
also of Lena; Priscilla, Nettie and Mina are 
worthily employed in different parts of Oneco 
Township. ‘The parents and (children are num- 
bered among the most valued members of ‘the 
United Brethren Church at Pleasant Grove, and 
enjoy ina marked degree the respect of the people 
around them. 

The subject of our sketch, in early manhood, 
identitied himself with the Whig party, but after 
its abandonment, heartily endorsed the Republican 
principles. Both he and his estimable wife were 
members in good standing of the United Brethren 
and Lutheran Churches. 


and well-known member of the Mitchell 

family which settled in this State in April, 

1839, was born in Aaronsburg, Haynes 
Township, Centre Co., Pa., May 6, 1812. He 
located in Lancaster Township, Jan. 25, 1841, 
and has since then been a permanent resident of 
this township. Mr. Mitchell has been one of the 
most active and successful farmers and stock-raisers 
of the county. His advice has been much sought 
and his judgment on matters of local concern has 
had great weight with his neighbors. Until re- 


NY, te P. MITCHELL, a retired farmer, 





cently he owned a fine farm in Lancaster Town- 
ship, well improved and of great value, which lately 
he has exchanged for 160 acres of land in Dick- 
inson County, Iowa, a property that is also quite 
valuable. 

Mr. Mitchell’s father, William B. Mitchell, Sr., 
was born in the Highlands of Scotland. The elder 
Mitchell came to the United States when but a 
small boy and lived afterward in Centre County, 
Pa., until the time of his death. He came of pure 
Scotch ancestry of the strict Presbyterian type. 
He, however, married a German lady, Miss Re- 
becca Knoss, who was born in Pennsylvania, her 
parents being of German and Dutch extraction. 
Her father lived and died in Pennsylvania. 

~The father of the subject of this sketch died 
when Mussena P. was but twelve years of age. 
The mother was left a widow with seven children, 
who have all survived her and all of whom are now 
married. The eldest of the seven is now eighty 
years of age, whilst the youngest is sixty-two; the 
average age of the seven being more than seventy- 
one years. 

Mussena P. Mitchell, at the age of twelve years, 
set out on his own account, and after working for 
more than one year for his board and clothing, de- 
cided to learn the trade of a tailor, and to that end, 
he served four anda half years’ apprenticeship, 
under George O. Alsbaugh, of Centre County, 
Pa. He afterward engaged in business on his 
owh account, owing to a disagreement with his 
employer. He afterward did work as a “jour,” 
throughout different parts of the country, finally 
locating in Northumberland County, Pa., where he 
was married to Miss Maria Ruth, she being a Penn- 
sylvanian by birth, having been born in Berks 
County April 6, 1815. She was of German de- 
scent. She died at her home in Lancaster Town- 
ship, March 25,1875. She was the mother of four 
children, one deceased at the age of twenty, named 
Hannah, a promising yonng lady. The three liv- 
ing children are as follows: Lavina, wife of William 
Glasser, an extensive farmer of Lancaster Town- 
ship; Amanda, wife of Tobias Clump, who lives in 
the city of Chicago and is engaged in gardening; 
Almira, wife of Fred Clump, who resides in Dickin- 
son County, Iowa, where he owns 640 acres of well- 
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improved land and is an extensive farmer and 
stock-raiser. 

Mr. Mussena Mitchell having left Pennsylvania, 
followed his trade until the year 1839, when he 
caught the enthusiasm andcame West, locating in 
Stephenson County, Ill, it being to his mind’s eye 
the finest country that he had yet beheld. During 
the remainder of his life until this date he has seen 
no reason to change his mind regarding his judg- 
ment at thattime. Asa farmer and stock-raiser he 
has given his entire attention to the duties per- 
taining to his vocation and with such success that 
although he came to Illinois a poor man. by in- 
dustry and hard work he has accumulated a com- 
petency. He now lives with his daughter, Mrs. 
Glasser. They are active members of the German 
Reformed Church, Mr. Mitchell is a liberal man 
in his views and in politics is a Democrat. 

The publishers of this work are giad to present 
in connection with this sketch an excellent portrait 
of this old and representative citizen. 


SS) a 


ORNELIUS ROUSH, deceased, was widely 
and favorably known as one of the earliest 


pioneers of Stephenson County, to which he 
emigrated from Union County, Pa., where he was 
born May 12, 1826. He was the eldest son of 
Michael and E. E. (Breon) Roush, of whom men- 
tion is made in the sketch of George Roush, whith 
will be found on another page in this ALBUM. 

Our subject grew to manhood in his native State, 
and learned the trade of a tanner and currier in his 
father’s shop. He came West with his parents in 
1849, and they located in West Point Township, 
where Michael Roush entered a tract of Govern- 
ment land, but was mostly employed as a carpen- 
ter. Cornelius also worked at carpentering until 
after his marriage, and then’ engaged in the dry- 
goods trade at Louisa four years. Afterward he 
sold out, and coming to Lena spent there the re- 
mainder of his days, first engaging in the grocery 
trade and afterward adding drugs to his stock. The 
last few years of his life he was associated with 
his brother George S. in the flour and feed busi- 
' ness, and they also dealt quite extensively in coal. 





His natural inclination rendered him industrious 
and frugal, and he spent few idle days until receiv- 
ing his final summons hence. He died on the 4th 
of May, 1887, at the homestead which he had es- 
tablished by his thrift and industry, and is remem- 
bered as a peaceable and law-abiding citizen, who 
contributed his full quota toward the various in- 
terests of the town. ‘The farm which he purchased 
lay near the town limits, and a part of it through 
his enterprise was eventually taken within the 
corporation. He served as Assessor and Collector, 
and took satisfaction in noting the gradual develop- 
ment and growth of the country around him. 

The wife or Cornelius Roush was fomerly Miss 
Adelia Howard, a native of Jefferson County, N. 
Y., where she was born April 11, 1829. Her par- 
ents, Parker and Louisa (Boomer) Howard, are re- 
ferred to in the sketch of G. L. Howard given else- 
where. Of her marriage there were born two chil- 
dren, of whom only one, the son, Frederick, is living; 
Elizabeth, who was born Jan. 13, 1857, became the 
wife of Albert Shadle, and died May 10, 1886, 
leaving a son and daughter—Bertha and Harmon, 
who now live with their grandmother. Mr. Roush 
politically was a Republican, and socially belonged 
to Lena Lodge No. 174, A. F. & A. M., also to 
Lena Chapter. His funeral services were con- 
ducted {by the Masonic fraternity, and were made 
the occasion of an imposing and impressive cere- 
monial. 

Years hence, when a future generation shall 
listen with silent wonder to the tales of the struggles, 
the toil and the noble lives of the pioneers, and 
shall view with thoughtful mien their pictured 
faces, that of Cornelius Roush, which is herewith 
given, will receive its due share of reverent atten- 
tion, and his name will be held in kindly remem- 
brance. 


SS 090 a 


me. ANIEL BROWN, one of the citizens of 
Stephenson County, who has achieved suc- 
cess through perseverance, is the subject 

ae of this sketch. His magnificent farm lies 
on section 29, Kent Township. His parents were 
Patrick and Isabella (Welch) Brown, who were 
married in County Antrim, Ireland, and emigrated 
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to Canada in 1832, The year after their arrival in 
that country Mrs. Brown died, and Mr, Brown left 
Canada and went to Monroe County, N. Y., where 
he lived about six years, and in the fall of 1840 
came West and settled in Whiteside County, Il., 
where he lived seven years. In 1847 he moved to 
Stephenson County, and settled in what is now 
Erin Township. He lived in that township until 
1849, when he moved to Kent Township, where he 
lived until 1879, then removed to Northfield, Rice 
Co., Minn., where he died in 1880. 

The only child of Mr. and Mrs. Brown is the 
subjech of this sketch. He was born in County 
Antrim, Ireland, on the 29th of August, 1829, 
emigrated to this country with his parents and 
came with them to Stephenson County. During 
the excitement on account of the discovery of gold 
in California in 1849-50, he concluded to cross 
the plains to that State, and after many hardships 
and vicissitudes reached his destination, where he 
engaged in mining for two and in teaming for five 
years. During his seven years’ residence in that 
country he met with moderate success. He re- 
turned to Stephenson County in March, 1857, 
where he has since resided, and has been engaged 
in farming and stock-raising. He owns 188 acres, 
nearly all of which is under cultivation. He hasa 
complete set of farm buildings, ample for residence 
and the shelter of his stock. 

Mr. Brown is. aman for whom hardships and 
privations have no terrors. When he left for Cali- 
fornia to traverse thousands of miles through an 
almost unexplored country, he had but seventy-five 
cents, to use the parlance of that day, but six bits 
in his pockets. He drove an ox-team the entire 
distance, and more than half of what he earned 
during 120 days after he got to California was 
spent for his board and passage. 

Mr. B. was married in Erin Township, Stephenson 
County, on the 8th of April, 1858, to Miss Bridget 
Murphy, daughter of Michael Murphy, an early 
settler of Stephenson County, who came here about 
1838. Mrs. Brown was born in Canada, near St. 
Thomas, Feb. 20,1836. Mr. and Mrs. Brown have 
seven living children: Mary A., who is the wife of 
John Moran, resides in Freeport, her husband being 
the janitor of the court-house; Sarah is the wife of 





Michael Miland, and resides in Kent Township; 
Isabella, who married Joseph Foley, resides in Lin- 
coln, Neb.; the others are Edward, Ellen, Daniel 
and Catherine; John died when three years of age. 
For seventeen years Mr. Brown has held the office 
of Highway Commissioner, fifteen of which have 
been continuous service. He has been School Di- 
rector for a long term of years. In politics he is 
a Democrat. Mr. Brown is a member of St. Mary’s 
Church, of New Dublin. Mrs. Brown departed 
this life Aug. 11, 1887. She was also a member of 
St. Mary’s Church at New Dublin. 
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esteemed resident of Lancaster Township, 

and one of its prominent and successful 
farmers and stock-growers, has been identified with 
the interests of its people for a period of more 
than forty-seven years. He possesses those sub- 
stantial and reliable qualities which long years ago 
secured him the confidence and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens, and which from the first have rendered 
him one of the leading men in all good works 
which have tended to insure the welfare and pros- 
perity of the people. He has contributed liberally 
and cheerfully to the various worthy enterprises 
set on foot in this locality and is looked upon as 
one of its benefactors, without whose aid it would 
scarcely have attained to its present position. 

Mr. Mitchell is the representative of a fine old 
family which dates its ancestry back to Scotland 
and Germany, the former nationality representing 
the paternal branch of the family and the latter the 
maternal. ‘The first ancestor of whom they have 
any record was Robert Mitchell, who was born in 
the Highlands and emigrated to the United States 
when a young man, locating in Dauphin County, 
Pa., where he made a comfortable and respectable 
living on an ordinary sized farm. He was of pure 
Scotch blood and came of stanch Presbyterian 
stock, whose principles he advocated all his life and 
of which he was astrict adherent. He married and 
became the father of two sons and one daughter, 
and died in Dauphin County when of middle age. 
His children were Margaret, Robert, Jr., and Will- 
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iam, and the latter became the father of our sub- 
ject. Robert, Jr., migrated to North Carolina 
and but little was known of him afterward. ‘The 
sister spent her entire life in her native State. 
William remained with his mother after she was 
married to Robert Frickelton, of Dauphin County, 
until reaching manhood. 

William Mitchell was mostly reared in Centre 
County, Pa., and was there married to Miss Re- 
becca Noss, who was of German parentage and the 
daughter of George Noss, who was born in Ger- 
many and emigrated to the United States prior to 
the Revolutionary War. He was a baker by trade 
and in this capacity made himself of use in the 
Federal army. At the close of the war he located 
in Dauphin County, where he lived to an advanced 
age, and died near the city of Harrisburg. He 
kept a public house for a number of years in Cox’s 
Town on the banks of the Susquehanna River. 
The mother of our subject was reared in Dauphin 
County and was first married to William Walker, 
who died a year later leaving her with one child, 
who died soon afterward. After her marriage 
with William Mitchell they located in Armstrong, 
where they conducted a public house for a few 
years, and then Mr. M. went to work at his trade 
of cabinet-maker. ‘They became the parents of 
seven children, and the father died when William 
B. was a lad of eleven years. The mother nobly 
kept her little family together until they were old 
enough to care for themselves. ‘They finally came 
to Illinois and the mother spent her last days at 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Sedam, in Lancaster 


Township, where her death took place June 22, - 


1859. 

William Mitchell was the fourth of seven chil- 
dren born to his parents, their family consisting of 
four sons and three daughters. His birth took 
place in the village of Aaronsburg, Centre Co., 
Pa., Dec. 16,1815. Ue remained with his mother 
until reaching his majority, and while still unmarried 
came to this county, in 1840, and employed himself 
as a mechanic and farm laborer until he had saved 
sufficient money to buy a tract of land. His first 
purchase consisted of 160 acres, and after his mar- 
riage his wife also became the owner of a like 
amount, their property being located upon sections 





12,13 and 19. On section 13 there was a perpet- 
ual spring and here they decided to establish their 
permanent home. The first dwelling was a small 
log cabin, fifteen feet square and six feet high, with 
a huge fireplace extending across one end and 
a chimney constructed of mud and sticks, without. 
Within this humble dwelling the young people 
commenced life together, living economically and 
saving what they could of a limited income. Mr. 
Mitchell improved his land as fast as possible and 
in the meantime obtained his cash income by 
working as a carpenter, which trade he had learned 
in his native county. He now felt the need ofa 
companion and helpmeet. and accordingly, in Sep- 
tember, 1842, was united in marriage with Miss 
Lydia Furst. Mrs. Mitchell was a native of the 
same county as her husband, where she was reared 
and whence she came to this State with her parents, 
George and Rachel (Snyder) Furst, with whom she 
remained until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Furst 
were numbered among the earliest settlers of this 
county, to which they came in 1839, establishing 
themselves in an humble abode on the wild prairie, 
upon which they eventually built up a comfortable 
home and lived to a good old age. Mrs. Mitchell 
was reared and educated in her native county and 
remained under the home roof until her marriage 
at twenty-four years of age. Of her union with 
our subject there were born eight children, of 
whom the record is as follows: Layard married 
Miss Sallie Chambers, and is now a successful 
farmer of Rock Run Township; Duncan married 
Miss Sophia Lye, and is carrying on farming in Da- 
kota Township; Ann is the wife of Edwin D. Her- 
bert, who is farming in Lancaster Township and is 
Township Clerk; Jerusha is the wife of Jacob L. 
Thoman, a carpenter by trade, and they are living 
near the old homestead; Laura married Charles 
Lye, a farmer of Rock Run Township; William 
married Miss Carrie Bokmeier, and is farming in 
Lancaster Township; John and Ellen are at home 
with their parents. 

The real-estate of which Mr. Mitchell is the 
possessor includes 650 acres of land and comprises 
five farms, most of them supplied with suitable 
buildings and machinery. The greater part of the 
land is under cultivation and the proceeds net a 
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handsome sum annually. Although Mr. Mitchell 
has had little time to devote to public matters, he 
keeps himself well posted upon current events and 
uniformly labors for the success of the Republican 
party. He has served as Road Commissioner and 
been a Justice of the Peace for the last thirty 
years, discharging the duties of his office with rare 
good judgment. His uniform kindness of heart 
and courteous manner to all have endeared him to 
the people of his township, of which he is one of 
‘the most important factors in its agricultural and 
business interests. 


J) OBERT NELSON, the subject of this sketch, 
is the grandson of Robert Nelson, Sr., and 
the son of John Nelson, who were natives 
of County Donegal, Ireland, and were of 
Scotch ancestry. The original Nelson family was 
found in Treland about the year 1610. From their 
earliest settlement there down through all the gen- 
erations since they have been stanch Presby- 
terians. The father and grandfather of Robert 
Nelson were farmers, and a taste for agricultural 
pursuits has prevailed among those who came 
after them. The grandfather died in County 
Donegal, and there the father was married to 
Mary Laney, of the same stock and of ancestry 
similar to that of her husband. The children 
which blessed this union were all born in Ireland, 
and five in number, which includes the subject of 
our sketch. The others were named respectively 
James; Eliza, now Mrs. Stuart; Andrew, who died 
in Colorado, where his wife and family now reside; 
Sarah, now Mrs. L. Wardlaw, residing near Chari- 
ton, Lucas Co., Iowa. The parents and family all 
came to the United States in 1844, and almost im- 
mediately upon their arrival they sought a home 
in the West, settling in Buckeye Township, this 
county. There the father lived until his death, 
which occurred at the age of eighty years. The 
mother survived him some years, and when she 
died was eighty-four years old. They were active 
members of the Presbyterian Church, and died as 





they had lived, in the full belief of the doctrines | 


taught by that denomination, The father was a 


Democrat, and his political teachings and practices 
so impressed the children that they were all of the 
same political belief, and the male members uni- 
versally voted the straight Democratic ticket. 

After Robert Nelson first came to this country, 
and before he had taken unto himself a wife, he 
made a trip to Kansas and purchased a large tract 
of land in Pottawatomie County, which he still 
owns, and which is now quite valuable. Afterward, 
returning to Buckeye Township, he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Wilson. Mr. Nelson and Miss Wil- 
son were neighbors in Ireland, and their parentage 
and ancestry were similar. Her father was James 
Wilson and he married Elizabeth Beattie, a native 
of County Donegal, and of the same old Presby- 
terian stock and Scotch ancestry. The Wilson 
family came to the United States about 1848, and 
also migrated West, settling in Washington County, 
Ill., where they resided two years, and at the end 
of this time relocated in Buckeye Township, this 
county, where the parents died. 

After marriage Mr. Nelson settled on an 80-acte 
farm which yielded bountiful crops that, combined 
with prudent economy, enabled him to increase 
his holdings until his acres now number 196. The 
farm is exceedingly well improved and is supplied 
with a perpetual stream which furnishes water 
for his stock the year round. In addition to 
this farm he is also the possessor of fifteen acres of 
valuable timber in Ridott Township. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have been blessed with ten 
children who, with one exception, are all living. 
Robert died at the age of three years. ‘Those sur- 
viving are Andrew, John, James W., William, 
Samuel, Thomas, Sarah A., Robert, Jr., and Mary 
E. Mr. Nelson is Treasurer and one of the Trust- 
ees of the Presbyterian Church to which he and 
his estimable wife belong. ‘The family are highly 
esteemed in the community and live upon good 
terms with all their neighbors. 
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laos HUTMACHER, a resident on sec- 
tion 8 in Harlem Township, is of excellent 
birth and parentage, and the son of Adam 
and Mary (Boong) Hutmacher, natives of 
‘They first 





| Pennsylvania and of German ancestry. 
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came to Monroe County, this State, whence they re- 
moved to'Stephenson County in 1856, settling in 
Erin Township. Here they lived, however, only 
one year, when they removed to Harlem Township, 
where the death of both occurred, the wife surviv- 
ing her husband some time. They were the parents 
of twelve children, nine of whom died in infancy, 
the survivors being Joseph, Jacob and Charles. 

Joseph Hutmacher was born in Chestnut Hill 
Tp., Monroe Co., Pa., Nov. 28, 1830. He was 
educated only to a limited extent in the public 
schools. He was reared on a farm and has been 
engaged the most of his life in agriculture. He 
also worked at the carpenter’s trade some time, 
although of late years his attention has been entirely 
given to farming. He came to Stephenson County 
with his parents in 1856, and has been a resident 
of Harlem Township since 1857, and at the same 
time largely identified with its growth and devel- 
opment. He is the owner of 300 acres of well- 
improved land, on which he has erected a good set 
of frame buildings. He has been Collector of the 
township, and was Assessor six years. He also 
faithfully served as Supervisor for a term of four 
years, and was Town Clerk three years, besides 
officiating as School Treasurer twelve years. 

Our subject was first married in Monroe County, 
Pa., Jan. 1, 1854, to Miss Emeline Kresgu, who 
was born and brought up in that county. Their 
children, four in number, are recorded as follows: 
William died in infancy; Mahlon married Miss 
Emeline Heiter; Alphert was married to Cora 
Coahl; Adam was joined in wedlock to Miss Anna 
Kroft; Harlem Township is the home of all three. 
Mrs. Emeline Hutmacher died in Harlem Township 
Jan. 21, 1861. Mr. Hutmacher was married a 
second time, June 12,1862, to Mary A. Whiteside, 
a native of Lehigh County, Pa. ‘Their children, 
ten in number, are as follows: Helena, Thomas, 
James, Eliza, Alta, Isabella, Titus, Julia, Kate and 
Effie. Helena is the wife of Frank Wolf, and re- 
sides in Holmes Township; James, Isabella and 
Kate died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hutmacher are members of the 
German Reformed Church. In politics Mr. Hut- 
macher isa Democrat, and as such has been elected 
to the many offices which he has so faithfully filled. 





The fact of Mr. Hutmacher having been called 
frequently to offices of trust is sufficient proof of 
his popularity with the people of Harlem Township, 
where he has so long resided. 
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AMUEL LAMB, of Ridott Township, was 
born and reared in Centre County, Pa., 
and is the offspring of excellent Scotch 
parents, who passed from earth early in 

life and left their son to the care of strangers. He 
was afterward looked after by a guardian; under 
whose care he remained until nineteen years of 
age, when, starting out in life for himself, he not 
long afterward found himself in the Prairie State, 
making arrangements for the establishment of a 
home of his own. He took up his residence in Ri- 
dott Township, in the spring of 1846, and pur- 
chased a tract of unimproved land of 164 acres, 
which he brought to a high state of cultivation. 
He has been a resident here continuously since that 
time, and by his worthy and upright course, has 
secured the esteem and confidence of the people of 
this locality. 

The paternal great-grandfather of Samuel Lamb, 
it is judged by the records, was a Scotchman by 
birth, and was one of those who participated in the 
religious agitations which disturbed that country 
three centuries ago. He was distinguished for his 
bravery and gallantry as a soldier, and on account’ 
of his bravery ina famous battle, was presented 
with a large estate in Ireland. He took posses- 
sion of his property, but prior to the Revolutionary 
War, came to this country and purchased a large 
tract of land in Centre County, Pa., which he de- 
signed for the benefit of his heirs, and which, he 
wisely judged, in the then disturbed condition of 
Ireland, would be of more service to them than the 
estate in that unhappy country. He, however, re- 
turned to Ireland, and spent the remainder of his 
days upon his estates there. He had married and 
reared a family, among his sons being William, the 
grandfather of our subject, who was born in Ire- 
land, and who, upon reaching his majority, took 
possession of the land which his father had left in 
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Centre County, Pa. 
county seat. : 

William Lamb was married three times. Of his 
first marriage there was born a son whom they 
named Samuel. After reaching manhood, he took 
for his wife Miss Catherine King, a lady of Ger- 
man descent, but reared in Centre County. He 
located on a valuable tract of land in Centre County, 
and for many years resided at Coverly Hall, where 
he spent the last years of his life. His family in- 
cluded the subject of our sketch. 

Samuel Lamb, Jr., was born in Centre County, 
Pa., Sept. 17, 1814, and was the youngest but 
one of thirteen children, of whom only two are now 
living. He was deprived of the affectionate care 
of his mother when a very young child, and his 
father died when he was five years of age. He was 
then placed in the care of a guardian, who also died 
five years later, and a second one was appointed, 
under whose supervision he remained, and of whose 
family he was a member, until a youth of nineteen 
years. He received a good education, and after 
reaching his majority, was married in 1836, to Miss 
Lettie J. McKibben. This lady is a native of the 
same county as her husband, having been born May 
30, 1816. She also had been left motherless when 
a young child. After becoming the mother of two 
children, she accompanied her husband to the West 
and departed this life on the homestead in Ridott 
Township on the 3d of October, 1883, when she 
was over sixty-six years of age. She had been 
trained in the doctrines of the Presbyterian Church, 
to which she adhered religiously until her death, 
Three of the five children born of this union are 
now deceased, Susan Jane, and two who died un- 
named. Those surviving are Mary C., the wife 
of J. F. Strunk, a farmer of West Point Township, 
and William T., who married Miss Ellen Hunt, and 
occupies the homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lamb after their marriage remained 
on a farm in Centre County, Pa., nine years. They 
made the journey to Illinois overland with teams, 
being five weeks on the road. They resided for a 
time in Lancaster Township, but in the spring of 
1846, took possession of the land included in their 
present homestead. Upon this, it is hardly neces- 
sary to say Mr. Lamb has effected great improve- 
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This lay near Bellefonte, the 





ments. He may be properly classed among the en- 
terprising and progressive men who have redeemed 
the soil from its original condition, and assisted in 
developing the resources of one of the richest sec- 
tions of the Prairie State. 

The surviving brother of Mr. Lamb is William 
Lamb, who is living in Robertson, Hardin Co., 
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OLOMON H. FISHER, of Rock Grove 

Township, was born April 28, 1838, in 

Centre County, Pa. He is the son of 

Jacob Fisher, whose sketch appears else- 
where in this work. The father was married to 
Miss Mary Moyer, daughter of Jacob Moyer, a na- 
tive of Berks County, Pa. Jacob Moyer married 
a Miss Sheller, of Pennsylvania, and both he and 
his wife came from a race of farmers. Grand- 
father Moyer was past seventy years of age when 
he died, his demise taking place in Centre County, 
and his wife died there a few years prior. 

Jacob Fisher came to this county in 1839, and 
consequently was one of the pioneers. He and 
his brother Solomon bought a claim of 600 acres 
in Rock Grove Township, for $800. When di- 
vided,- Jacob got 284 acres of land, all prairie ex- 
cept 100 acres, and very little of it was turned by 
the plow. There was on it a hewed-log house, in 
which they lived a few years. He commenced to 
clear his farm, and built a small frame house eleven 
or twelve years after coming, and his barn a few 
years later; this was about 1860, and at the time 
he built his house, he erected a granary. He con- 
tinued there until his death, in August, 1868, but 
practically retired from active labor about 1860, 
renting his land to his boys, who worked it on 
shares. The mother of our subject was born in 
1807, and was about twenty-three years old when 
she became the wife of Jacob Fisher. She is still 
living in Rock Grove at the age of eighty years. 

Solomon H. Fisher came to this county with his 
parents, and lived with them until he was married, 
Sept. 18, 1870. Until this time he had helpe« on 
the farm, and also learned the plasterer’s trade, fol- 
lowing that and farming until 1870. His early 
education was acquired in the dtstrict school. 
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After marriage, he rented his father’s farm with 
his brother, Hiram W., for two years, and success- 
fully cultivated it. Our subject then moved to the 
village of Rock Grove, and after a residence there 
of two years, bought part of his father’s farm, 
and rented the balance of it. He now has 140 
acres, all of which he cultivated until 1884; he 
then rented all but eighty acres of land to his 
brother-in-law, Benjamin Fahr, Jr. 

Solomon H. Fisher was married, Sept. 18, 1870, 


to Miss Mary Fahr, daughter of Benjamin Fahr, ° 


Sr., living in Green County, Wis. The grand- 
parents of Mrs. Fisher were natives of Northamp- 
ton County, Pa.. where they spent their last days. 
Benjamin Fahr came to this county about 1855, 
and located in Rock Grove Township. Thence he 
moved to Oneco Township, where he lived until 
1879, when he removed to Wisconsin, where he 
purchased a farm. The mother of Mrs. Fisher was 
formerly Miss Amelia Sansenbach, who was born in 
Germany and came to America when quite young. 
Her mother died in the Fatherland, and Mrs, Fahr 
was brought to this country by her father, when 
only two years old. ‘The mother of Mrs. Fisher 
died in this township in 1861. Mrs. Fisher was 
twenty-five years old when she married our sub- 
ject, and they have a family of three children: 
Suffern J., born Aug. 6, 1871; Roger U., April 20, 
1875, and Robert B., Dec. 6, 1876; they all reside 
at home. 

Mr. Fisher has served tio terms as Road Com- 
missioner, and otherwise been honored by the con- 
fidence and respect of his fellow-townsmen. ‘The 
home that he -has built up, and of which a fine 
lithographic view appears on another ‘page, is a 
forcible reminder of his industry, his perseverance, 
and his strict attention to his farming interests and 
the comforts of his family. 





Township, resides on section 1, surrounded 
with such comforts and conveniences of life as 
only the thrifty farmer can secure for himself. The 
parents of Mr. Bogenreif were Samuel and Maria 
(Lowry) Bogenreif, who were born in Pennsyl- 


| tee BOGENREIF, Supervisor of Jefferson 





vania. They came West in 1845, and settled in Jo 
Daviess County in November of that year. They 
remained there one and one-half years, and then 
changed their residence to Kent Township, where 
tbe balance of their lives was spent. ‘They had six 
boys and four girls. 

Our subject was the fifth child of his parents, 
and was born in Union County, Pa., on the 19th of 
January, 1840, being five years old when his parents 
effected their removal tothe West. He received a 
common-school education, which availed him well 
in afterlife. He has always been engaged in farm- 
ing and stock-raising, and in both these occupa- 
tions takes unusual pride. In February, 1864, which 
was considered the darkest period in the cause of 
the Union, he enlisted in Co. E., 7th Ill. Vol. Cav., 
with which command he served until the close of 
the war. He was a faithful soldier, and, although 
entering a company of veterans as a recruit, he soon 
obtained the good-will of both officers and men, 
and now lives in the consciousness of having done 
his duty to his country. 

Mr. Bogenreif was married in Kent Township, 
on the 26th of April, 1862, to Miss Catherine Win- 
gert, daughter of Jacob and Mary (Gebhard) Win- 
gert. Mr. and Mrs. B. have had ten children: Mary 
E., Nettie, Edward J., Robert J., Susie, Rollin, 
Jennie, Gertrude, Augusta, Edith; Ella is the 
wife of H. A. Babb, and resides in Carroll County, 
Ill.; Nettie is the wife of William Ziegler, and re- 
sides in Jefferson Township, this county. 

Mr. Bogenreif was elected Supervisor of Jeffer- 
son Township in the spring of 1882, and has held 
the office continuously since that time. He has 
served as Justice of the Peace for fourteen years, 
and in the meantime has been School Trustee and 
Commissioner of Highways. holding the latter office 
nine years. ‘This is an official record of which any 
man may be proud, considering that each honor is 
conferred by his immediate neighbors. Socially 
Mr. B. isa member of William R. Goddard Post 
No. 258, G. A. R., of Lena, and politically he is an 
unswerving member of the Democratic party. 

The estate of Mr. Bogenreif includes 200 acres 
of very choice land, 160 of which are cultivated by 
the most modern and approved methods. The 
farm buildings are models of their kind, and the 
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fine orchard contiguous yields bountifully of the 
choicest fruits of the Prairie State. \jMr. Bogenreif 
has been one of the foremost men of the township in 
effecting improvements, and encouraging the enter- 
prises that would best develop the interests of the 
people, and bring about the greatest good to the 
greatest number, In all his course he has con- 
formed strictly to the precepts of the Golden Rule, 
“doing unto others, as he would they should do unto 
him.” The view of the Bogenreif homestead serves 
to assist in the embellishment of this work, while at 
the same time it is a forcible reminder of the in- 
dustry, good judgment, and tireless perseverance 
of the brain which has planned, and the hand which 
has executed a work which will be justly pointed to 
with pride by his descendants years hence. 


2 
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INA. ICHAEL MAMMOSSER, the subject of 
this sketch, who owns 252 acres of land on 
section 7, Kent Township, is a native of 
Elsass, the now German Province of Alsace- 

Lorraine, and came to America when a young man 
twenty-two years of age. After his arrival in this 
country, he proceeded westward, and settled about 
thirty miles from Chicago on the line dividing In- 
diana and Illinois, where he was engaged in farm- 
ing fora numberof years. In the fall of 1862 he 
moved to Freeport, Lll., where he lived until March, 
1863, when he settled in Kent Township. 

Our subject was born on the 9th of February, 1829. 
His parents, Joseph and Magdalena Mammosser, 
were natives of the same Province as their son, and 
spent their entire lives upon their native soil. 
Their son Michael was the fourth of their children, 
and was reared to habits of industry, the principles 


which have made him a respected member of an | 


intelligent community. 

Young Mammosser, while a resident of Cook 
County, was united in marriage with one of his own 
country-women, Miss Barbara Pflugmacher, the 
wedding taking place Dec. 17, 1851. The birth- 
place of Mrs. M. was not far from that of her hus- 
band, and the date thereof Sept. 8, i833. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Mammosstr there were born 





six children—Michael, Joseph, Frank, John, Mary 
and Edward. Michael married Josephine Scholty, 
and lives in Kent Township; Joseph married Mary 
Snyder, and resides in Kent Township. ‘The farm 
includes twenty-five acres of land which is well im- 
proved and very productive. The family residence, 
which is splendidly located, is neat and tasteful, 
and the barn and other necessary buildings are sub- 
stantial and convenient structures. The fences 
and farta machinery are kept in good repair, and 
the stock and other accessories of the place testify 
in asilent and forcible manner to the intelligence, 
industry and forethought of the owner of the place. 
Mr. Mammnosser, after becoming a naturalized citi- 


“zen, identified himself with the Democratic party, 


and the entire family is connected with the Catholic 
Church. 

The homestead of this industrious and frugal 
citizen, a view of which we give elsewhere, has been 
built up gradually, and in its snug and comfort- 
able buildings is strongly suggestive of the spirit of 
resolution and persistence which is one of the 


‘marked characteristics of the man. : 


I PD DE SS 


Ww) OHN HOAG, a well-to-do resident of Rock 
Run Township, is pleasantly located on a 
good farm on section 8. His father, Henry 
Hoag, was a native of New York State, and 

of Welsh descent. He followed farming, and was 
married in the vicinity of Albany, N. Y., to Betsy 
Smith. Mrs. H. was reared in Schoharie County, 
N. Y., and is of German descent. 

Some years after marriage, Henry Hoag and his 
wife went to Susquehanna, Pa., settling on a tract 
of land in the forests there. This they rescued 
from its wild state, improving it until it became a 
well-ctltivated farm, where they continued the re- 
mainder of their lives. In the meantime the father 
was seriously hurt by a falling tree, from which 
accident he never fully recovered. The mother 
survived her husband some years. 

Our subject was the third in a family of eleven 
children, five sons and six daughters. Of these 
latter, Olive, Pattie and Sarah are yet living. John 
was born in Pennsylvania, Jan. 30, 1814. He was 
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reared and educated in his native State, but in 
1836, before he was twenty-one years old, he set 
out for the undeveloped West. He experienced 
all the hardships of the Illinois pioneer. He 
first located at Galena, and one year later came 
to this section, before Stephenson County was or- 
ganized. ~He is consequently one cf the first set- 
tlers of the county. H2 took up a claim in Rock 
Run Township and partly improved it, and after- 
ward sold it. He now owns 205 acres on sections 
8,16 and 17. 
The latter tract was slightiy improved when it 
came into Mr. Hoag’s possession, but he has since 
built a good brick house and fair out-buildings. 

Mr. Hoag was married in Rock Run ‘Township, 
near where he now lives, June 20, 1838, to Miss 
Margaret Rowe. Mrs. Hoag was born in Albany 
County, N. Y., Jan. 29, 1817, and is the daughter 
of Frederick Rowe, a native of New York State, 
and now deceased. He was a farmer by occupa- 
tion, and married Maria Neivle, a native of the 
same State. They came West with their family in 
1837, locating on the virgin soil and opening’ up a 
farm. The wife’s parents lived here the remainder 
of their days. 
of nine children, two of whom are deceased: Henry 
is married and lives in Black Hawk, Iowa; Diana 
and Charles, the former of whom is married, live 
near Spirit Lake, Iowa; Olive is a resident of 
Black Hawk, lowa; Alma and Daniel are at home; 
Dr. Edward J. lives in Winnebago County, IIL. 
The children deceased are Betsy and Alfred. 

Mr. Hoag and his family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, wherein he has held 
the offices of Trustee and Steward. He has been 
Township Collector for some time. He is held in 
high esteem by his neighbors, and is a Republican 
in politics. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hoag are the parents 
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HULBERT. The Hulbert family 
} is well known among the pioneers of. Ste- 
phenson County. His place is located on 
section 12, of West Point Township. He 
is the son of Lyman and Jane (Cross) Hulbert, and 
was born Jan. 13, 1834, in Chautauqua County, N, 





His home is located on section 8. 4 





Y. His father, Lyman Hulbert, was one of the 
early settlers of that county, where he purchased a 
farm and remained until 1837, when he resolved to 
go West and again begin pioneer life in a new part 
of the country. Accompanied by his wife and two 
small children, his mother, brother and one sister, 
he started on the long and tedious journey, which 
they made entirely in wagons. ‘The people of this 
period, who enjoy the advantages of rapid and 
luxurious transportation by the multitudinous rail- 
way lines that traverse the country from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific, the conveniences of the tele- 
graph, telephone and the many modern appliances 
by which. this busy, progressive age is character- 
ized, can hardly realize or appreciate the slow and 
weary toil by which the brave pioneers of the great 
Northwest scattered the seed from which a mar- 
velous harvest has grown for the reaping of their 
posterity. 

The little band of pioneers crossed the long 
miles stretching between New York and Illinois in 
clumsy, uncomfortable wagons, over rugged and 
often almost impassable roads, through darkness 
and cold and storm. Many times they heard in 
the distance the howling of wolves or were startled 
by the movements of other wild beasts in dusky 
thickets. But with undaunted courage they strug- 
gled through the suffering and privations of their 
long journey, until at last their destination was 
reached. Mr. Hulbert’s capital was limited, and 
he first rented a farm in Waddams Township which 
was partly improved, and soon after, when the 
land was brought into market, he entered a claim 
in Oneco Township. He erected good frame 
buildings and improved and cultivated his land for 
many years. With his wife, he passed the closing 
years of his life there, dying on the old homestead 
in the summer of 1886, 

Delos Hulbert is the eldest child, but was too 
young when his parents came West to remember 
any of the incidents of the long overland journey. 
As soon as he was old enough he assisted his father 
in clearing and improving the farm, and remained 
with his parents until his marriage. He then 


| bought land in Oneco Township, near the home 


farm, and lived there until 1882, when he sold out 
and purchased the farm which he now owns and 





Mae 























STEPHENSON COUNTY, 409 A) 














cultivates in West Point Township. The land is 
valuable and well improved and the buildings are 
comfortable and substantial. 

In 1858 Mr. Hulbert was united in marriage 
with Miss Elizabeth Solace. She is the daughter 
of Sherman and Elizabeth Solace, and was born in 
Chautauqua County, N. Y. Mr. and Mrs. Hulbert 
have two children: Mary, the wife of Henry Van 
Meter, and Grace. Mr. Hulbert is a Republican 
in politics. 
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NDREW S. CROTZER, one of the most 
el enterprising business men of Lena, is jun- 
|) ior member of the firm of Crotzer Bros, 
el The brothers make a good company, both 
possessing rare business abilities and dealing in that 
fair and impartial manner which has secured them 
the confidence and esteem of their fellow-citizens. 
Our subject was born in the town of Salona, 
Clinton Co., Pa., Feb. 27, 1846, and is a scion of 
one of the most influential families of that region. 
His grandfather, Solomon Crotzer, also a native of 
the Keystone State, but of German parentage, spent 
his entire life in the region of his birth, but during 
the early settlement of Stephenson County, visited 
Illinois, the journey being performed overland. 
Upon his return he was taken fatally ill and died 
before reaching home. His son, George W., the 
father of our subject, who was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, after reaching manhood selected a wife 
among the maidens of the vicinity, and after his 
marriage remained for awhile in Clinton County, 
but a few years later purchased a tannery in the 
town of Salona, which he operated until 1857. At 
that time he had decided to make his future home 
in the West, and disposing of his property in Penn- 
sylvania, started for Illinois. Fifty miles of the 
journey were performed by team and the balance 
by rail. After reaching this county George Crotzer 
rented a tract of land in West Point Township un- 
til 1866. In the spring of that year he crossed the 
Father of Waters and going into Kansas purchased 
120 acres of partially improved land in Jefferson 
County, where he engaged in farming and stock- 
raising and which has since been his home. He 
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prospered from the start and is now the owner of 
400 acres under good cultivation. The mother 
of our subject, who in her girlhood was Miss Mary 
Lower, was a native of Clinton County, Pa., and 
the daughter of William Lower, who was born in 
Pennsylvania and was of German ancestry, the an- 
cient patronymic being Lohr. George and Mary 
Crotzer became the parents of six children: Mary 
E., the wife of Reuben Lower, lives in Montgomery 
County, Iowa; William H. is written of elsewhere 


‘in this volume; Carrie, Andrew S. and Franklin 


Luther, are residents of Lena; Emma died in 1870, 
when an interesting girl of eighteen years. 

The subject of this sketch, the fourth child of 
his parents, was eleven years of age when they 
came to Illinois. He had received his first school- 
ing in his native town, and after coming into this 
county pursued his studies during the winter and 
assisted his father and brothers on the farm in 
summer. Upon the outbreak of the Rebellion 
he enlisted as a Union soldier in Co. EK, 92d 
Ill. Mtd. Inf., under Gen. Kilpatrick. The regi- 
ment was afterward detailed for duty with Sher- 
man’s command at Chattanooga, where they joined 
the great General in his march from Atlanta 
to the sea, and participated in all the engagements 
of that rapid and brilliant campaign. Our subject, 
who was then but twenty-two years of age, endured 
brayely and uncomplainingly the hardships of army 
life and received his honorable discharge at the 
close. This proved a rich experience to him, which 
he values above all others in his life. In traveling 
through the South he gained a good knowledge of 
its customs and its people, and traveled over an 
extent of territory which probably he would not 
have traversed had. it not been that his duty led 
him thither. After returning from the army and 
visiting at the old home.ja few weeks, he began to 
lay his plans for the future. In the spring of 1866, 
accompanied by his brother Luther, he started with 
a four-horse team for Kansas, which journey oc- 
cupied them three weeks. After arriving in that 
State he worked upon his father’s land there three 
years and then rented the land until 1873. In the 
spring of that year he returned to Lena, where he 
had already secured an interest in a stock of hard- 
ware, and in connection with this business in June 
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following began to deal in lumber, becoming a 
member of the firm of Stover, Steckle & Co. Soon 
afterward, however, he and his brother purchased 
the interest of the partners, and since that time the 
business has been conducted under the firm name 
of Crotzer Bros. 

The marriage of Andrew S. Crotzer and Miss 
Maggie Seckler was celebrated at the home of the 
bride’s parents Nov. 15, 1877. 
native of Montour County, Pa., and the daughter 
of Rev. Joseph and Mary (Hartzel) Seckler, whose 
biography appears elsewhere in this Arpum. Mr. 
and Mrs. Crotzer are the happy parents of two 
bright daughters: Mary, born May 4, 1879, and 
Ada, born Jan. 5, 1881. They are members and 
regular attendants of the English Lutheran Church, 
in which Mr. Crotzer has held various important 
offices, being Deacon, Treasurer and Librarian, 
and attending as a delegate the Northern Synod of 
Illinois and the United States Synod at Harrisburg, 
in 1885. 
offices and was a member of the Board of Super- 
visors from West Point in 1884. He is a strong 
temperance man, Republican in politics, and inter- 
ested in everything pertaining to the welfare of 
his community. The handsome and _ substantial 
family residence is pleasantly located on svhuyler 
street, and was builtin 1881. It is a large modern 
structure, fitted up with all the conveniences of 
the present day, and in its furnishing and finishing 
indicates the refined tastes and ample means of the 
proprietor. The grounds around are generous in 
extent and planted with choice shade trees and 
shrubbery, the whole forming one of the attractive 
features of the residence part of the city. 
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M> ADELIA BIEHL, widow of the late 


He has occupied the various township 








Michael Biehl, ‘of Kent Township, and 

daughter of Frank and Catherine (Wocks) 
Brown, owns and occupies a fine homestead com- 
prising 327 acres of land with valuable improve- 
ments. Since the death of her husband she has 
managed the estate in a most praiseworthy manner, 
and kept up its reputation as one of the best con- 
ducted farms in this part of the county. The land 


Mrs. Crotzer is a | 


| 


| 








has been thoroughly cultivated, and enclosed with 
substantial fences, and the buildings are finely 


| adapted to the storing of grain and the shelter of 


stock. ‘The residence is of that character which at 
once invites the attention of the traveler, and with 
its surroundings is one of the-points of attraction 
in Kent Township. 

Mrs. Biehl is a native of New York State, and 
was born in St. Lawrence County, Aug. 12, 1848. 
Her parents were natives of Germany, whence they 
removed to America after their marriage, and are 
now residents of the city of Lena, enjoying in their 
old age the comforts of life and the fruits of their 
early toil. The parental household included  thir- 
teen children, who were named respectively: Mary; 
Adelia, our subject; Juliaand Theresa, twins; Cath- 
arine, Joseph, Audrew, Adaline, Frank. Theresa 
and Mary with three whose names are not given, 
are deceased. Adelia remained under the home 
roof, receiving a common-school education. and 
careful training from a wise and judicious mother, 
which has made her a most estimable lady, and 
fitted her for a good position in refined and intelli- 
gent society. She became the wife of Michael 
Biehl Feb. 22, 1866, the wedding taking place at 
the home of the bride at Freeport. Mr. B. was 
born in Germany, Sept. 14, 1844, and emigrated 
with his parents to America when a lad seven years 
of age. He was the son of Joseph and Mary 
(Brown) Biehl, both also of German birth and an- 
cestry. He had been bred to agricultural pursuits, 
and when reaching man’s estate, followed the occu- 
pation of his father before him, with rare good judg- 
ment and success. 

Mr. and Mrs. Biehl, after their marriage located 
on section 32, in Kent Township, where the hus- 
band had purchased 247 acres of land. He set 
about the cultivation and improvement of this with 


| his natural energy of character, and in due time 


had effected the improvements which we now see, 
and which are the admiration of the country around, 
exhibiting the thrift and intelligence of their 
projector and builder. Mr. Biehl, however, only 


- lived twelve years. after his marriage, being cut 


down in the prime of life, and in the midst of his 
usefulness, his death occurring Aug. 22, 1878, 
when he was but thirty-four years of age. Their 
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household circle was completed by the birth of six 
children, and Mrs. B. has been called to mourn the 
death of two of these, a little son and daughter, 
Eddie and Annie. Those surviving are Andrew 
J., born Dec. 21, 1867; Katie A., July 12, 1869; 
Mary A., March 13,1871; and Michael, Feb. 16, 
1874. These are receiving a mother’s tender care, 
and those old enough are pursuing their primary 
studies in school. Since the death of her husband, 
Mrs. Biehl has carried on the farm with rare good 
judgment, and is a lady possessing more than ordi- 
nary ability and excellent traits of character which 
have secured her the esteem of a large vircle of 
friends and acquaintances. 


a 


dent of Stephenson County forty-seven 


(5 ILBERT L. HOWARD, who has been a resi- 


years, is one of the familiar figures of West 
Point Township, where he commenced the estab- 
lishment of a homestead in 1846. His people for 
several generations were born and reared in New 
York State, where also occurred his own birth near 
the town of Henderson, Jefferson County, Oct. 11, 
1822. His father, Parker Howard, was born in 
Dutchess County, and his grandfather, Elisha. it is 
supposed was also born there; at least he spent the 
greater part of his life in Dutchess County, where 
he married and reared a family of sons and daugh- 
ters. 

Parker Howard grew to manhood in his native 
county, but chose Jefferson County for his future 
home, buying land there during its early settlement 
and was engaged in farming for several years. He 
was finally induced to return to Dutchess County, 
where he lived until 1839. Then, accompanied by 
his wife and eight children, he started for the West, 
embarking first on Lake Ontario, and journeying to 
Lewiston by water, and from there proceeding with 
a team to Buffalo. He started out from that city 
on a steamer for Detroit, and made the rest of the 
journey overland with teams. One of his brothers 
had already located here, and Parker Howard 
moved his family into a log house owned by the 
former, and not long afterward entered a claim and 
proceeded with its cultivation. In the spring fol- 





lowing he rented a partially improved farm which 
he occupied two years, and then made another claim 
on section 31, of what is now West Point Town- 
ship. Here he erected a frame house from green 
lumber sawed from the woods, and set about the 
improvement of his property, to which, as soon as 
it came into market, he secured a title. Here with 
his family he spent the remainder of his days, liv- 
ing to the ripe old age of eighty-seven years. In 
the fall of 1883, surrounded by his family and 
friends, he passed to his final rest with a conscious- 
ness of a life well spent, and of having lived worth- 
ily before his fellowmen. 

When the father of our subject came into this 
State no railroads coursed the fertile prairies of 
Northern Illinois, but he lived to see the country 
round him settled up with an intelligent people, 
and arailroad train running within a quarter of a 
mile of his farm. ‘The nearest market for his first 
produce was at Galena, forty miles distant, and 
transportation was effected principally by ox-teams, 

The mother of our subject, who before her mar- 
riage was Miss Louisa Boomer, was born in Jeffer- 
son County, N. Y., came West with her husband, 
and shared patiently with him the difficulties and 
privations of pioneer life. She preceded him to 
the silent land four years, her death occurring in 
1879, when she was seventy-five years old. Her 
household included nine children, all of whom grew 
to mature years, and seven are yet living. Gilbert 
L., in common with his brothers and sisters, re- 
ceived a limited education, and at an early age his 
services were utilized upon the farm. He became 
thoroughly acquainted with the routine of plowing, 
sowing and harvesting, and grew up happy and 
healthy with full strength for the later duties of 
life. He was a youth of seventeen when his pa- 
rents came to this State, and he completed his edu- 
cation in the subscription schools, remaining with 
his parents until his marriage. After this impor- 
tant event he settled on the farm which he now 
owns and occupies, and which is the dearest spot 
on earth to him. He entered his land from Gov- 
ernment March 1, 1848, paying $1.25 per acre at 
the land-office at Dixon. One of his first duties 
after coming into possession of his land was to 
build a log house and otherwise provide for the 
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future needs of his family. He proceeded with the 
cultivation of the soil, and watched each year the 
growing value of his property, feeling that his 
labors were not in vain. In due time his land was 
all fenced and laid off in pastare and grain fields. 
He had a good barn and other out-buildings, and 
in 1860 he erected the substantial stone dwelling 
which has been the residence of the family since 
that time. It was then considered a very preten- 
tious structure, and has lost little of its interest 
since, being of that quaint style of architecture 
which at once indicates solidity and comfort. Here 
his children grew to mature years, and while the 
house has been a hospitable and open door for hosts 
of friends, it has also been the scene of anxiety 
and sorrow. ‘Three of the six children born to our 
subject and his wife were carried out from the home 


The two left are Christiana and Parker. Mary 
when a young lady married John Boyer, and died 
at the home of her parents in West Point Town- 
ship, in July, 1876, aged twenty-eight, leaving 
three children. 

The wife of our subject, who has remained his 
faithful and steadfast friend and companion for 
over forty years, was made the sharer of his home 
and fortune on the 30th of December, 1846. She 
was born in Jefferson County, N. Y., Feb. 27, 1829, 
was named Harriet, and was the daughter of Stephen 
and Christiana (Powers) Bedford, natives respect- 
ively of Dutchess County and Canada. They re- 
moved from Dutchess to Jefferson County in the 
pioneer days, and Mr. B., a man of intelligence and 
education, followed the profession of a teacher in 
the latter county until 1835. Thence he removed 
with his family to Lake County, Ohio, where they 
sojourned until 1845. In that year they came 
overland to. Illinois, locating in Jo Daviess County. 
Mr. Bedford was also a good mechanic, and finally 
dropped the profession of teaching to engage in the 
manufacture of household furniture. He remained 
in Jo Daviess County until his death in 1858. 
Afterward his wife came to live with her daugh- 
ter Harriet, at whose home her death took place 
in 1860. 

Parker Howard, the father of our subject, put up 
the first house on the prairie west of the now thriv- 





roof and laid in their graves while in infancy, | 





ing town of Lena, His sturdy industry and enter- 
prise descended in a large measure to his son Gil- 
bert L., who made the money to buy his land by 
raising hogs and transporting the pork to Galena, 
where, after all the time and labor spent, he was 
paid the munificent sum of one and a half cents per 
pound. A man of to-day would at once give up a 
task that seemed so hopeless, and probably leave 
the country. The pioneers, however, had entered 
their claims to stay, and were prepared for any 
emergency. It was seldom that any of them did 
not receive the just reward of their labors, and 
their names, with the property which they have 
left to their descendants, are something of which 
the latter may well be proud. Mr. and Mrs. How- 
ard are connected with the Methodist Church at 
Lena, and Mr. Howard is an uncompromising Re- 
publican. 
~ A e 


OHN T. LEASE, prominently connected with 

the agricultural interests of Ridott Town- 

| ship, of which he is at present Supervisor, 

! lives on section 3, where he has operated 
since the spring of 1882. He came to this State 
in 1854, and has been one of its most enterprising 
citizens, keeping pace with the improvements of 


- the present day and watching with special interest 


the progress and development of Stephenson 
County. . 

The first recollections of our subject are of a 
modest home in Lycoming County, Pa., where he 
first drew breath Oct: 16, 1845. His father, 
Henry Lease, also a native of the Keystone State, 
descended from French and German ancestry. 
His grandfather served on the side of the Colonists 
in the struggle for American liberty, and after 
peace had been declared resumed the agricultural 
pursuits to which he had been bred from boyhood. 
He spent the latter part of his life in Berks County, 
where he died and where his remains were laid to 
rest. His son Henry, the father of our subject, 
was born at the homestead in Berks County in 
1803, and there spent the early years of his life. 
Upon reaching manhood he was united in marriage 
with Mrs. Elsie (Thompson) Stitsel, a native of his 
own county and of Irish descent. The young 
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people first began life together in Lycoming Coun- 
ty, where they resided until 1854, and where their 
children were born. In the fall of that year they 
determined to change their location, and starting 
westward landed in this county and took up their 
abode on section 4, in Ridott Township. They 
still remain upon the homestead established more 
than thirty years ago. This consists of forty acres, 
which was partially improved at the time of pur- 
chase, but which has been carefully cultivated, and 
yields its possessor a comfortable living. The father 
and mother of our subject have now arrived ata good 
old age and are spending their later days in the ease 
and retirement which they have so justly earned by 
their frugality and industry. Henry Lease early in 
life identified himself with the Democratic party, but 


meddled very little with politics, only casting his. 


vote at the general elections. He was reared in the 
doctrines of the Presbyterian Church, but has be- 
come more liberal in his ideas as his years advance, 
and avails himself of the privilege of independence 
of thought and action. 

The mother of our subject was formerly married 
to Daniel Stitsel, and of this union there was born 
one son, Daniel A., who is now a prosperous hard- 
ware merchant of Pecatonica. He married Miss 
Nellie Brown, of Worcester, Mass. Of her mar- 
riage with Mr, Lease there were born two sons and 
two daughters. One of the latter, Hannah E., is now 
deceased; her death took place at her home in this 
township when she was about thirty years of age. 
The eldest daughter, Sarah, is the widow of J. H. 
Fessler, and is carrying on her farm successfully in 
Hardin County, Iowa; Charles was reared in Ridott 
Township and married Miss Mary Clyens, formerly 
' of New York State; he is engaged as a druggist 
in Wichita, Kan. John T. of our sketch was the 
youngest member of the family. 

Our subject resided in his native county until 
the removal of his parents to Illinois, and received 
a practical education in the public schools, pursu- 
ing his studies in Ridott Township and completing 
them at the Business College of Bryant & Stratton, 
Chicago. In making his arrangements for the 
establishment of a home the most important step 
was his marriage with Miss Lizzie McKibben, which 
was celebrated at the home of the bride on the 23d 





of October, 1878. Mrs. L. is the daughter of J. F. 
McKibben, now a resident of Lancaster Township, 
of which he was one of the pioneer settlers and a 
prominent and successful farmer. In that town- 
ship his daughter Lizzie was born and reared, and 
pursued her early studies in the district schools. 
Later she attended the Ladies’ Seminary at Rock- 
ford, and remaineda member of her father’s house- 
hold until her marriage. She is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, while our subject, like his 
father, is extremely liberal in his religious ideas. 

Mr. Lease entered upon, his duties as Supervisor 
of Ridott Township in the spring of 1885, since 
which time he has discharged the duties of his oftice 
in a manner creditable to himself and satisfactory 
to the people. He is a straight Democrat, politi- 
cally, and the fact that in a Republican township 
he met with little opposition in his election, speaks 
well for him as a citizen. He served as Collector 
for a term of three years and has otherwise been 
identified with local matters. 


DSSS 


y/ OSEPH D. HUNT is the owner of 160 acres 
} of valuable, well-improved land in West 
a) | Point Township. He is the son of Morris 
\ and Anna (Deitrich) Hunt, and was born 
Aug. 4, 1843, in Waterloo County, Canada. Mor- 
ris Hunt was born in Baden, Germany, and left his 
native land when a young man, emigrating to 
America, where he settled in Waterloo County, 
Canada. He was an active, energetic man, and be- 
sides being engaged at the cooper’s trade, he owned 
and managed a farm. His death occurred about 
the year 1852. His wife was a native of France, 
and died in 1845. Seven clfildren were born to 
them, five of whom grew to maturity. Their 
names are as follows: Mary A., who became the 
wife of Joseph Siefert, was born in Bruce County, 
Canada; Caroline, the wife of Joseph Nelinger, 
died in Waterloo County, Canada; Joseph D., Au- 
gust, and Josephine, the wife of Joseph Fisher; the 
latter are both residents of Waterloo County, Can- 
ada, 
Joseph Hunt had the misfortune to lose his 
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mother at an early age. His father married again, 
and he was cared for by his step-mother until the 
death of his father, when he was thrown upon the 
world to begin the battle of life alone, scarcely 
more than a child. He went from his father’s 
house to live among strangers, working for his 
clothes and board. When he reached the age of 
eighteen, he began life for himself as a wage 
worker. He was, however, ambitious to improve 
his circumstances, and after his marriage, rented a 
farm in Waterloo County, which he managed suc- 
cessfully until 1873. By habits of industry and 
economy, he acquired enough capital to purchase 
the farm in Stephenson County where he now re- 
sides. He has erected a substantial frame house 
and farm buildings, which are kept in excellent 
order, and his land is well cultivated and improved. 
His farm contains 160 acres. His marriage to Miss 
Mary Wendling took place in 1866. ‘she was born 
in Waterloo County, Canada, and is the daughter 
of Joseph and Mary (Bangasner) Wendling. Her 
parents were both natives of France. 

Mr. Hunt is one of the reliable, self-made men 
of the county, possessing the respect and esteem of 
all who know him, and it is such citizens who im- 
part stability to the community in which they re- 
side. Of the union of Mr. and Mrs. Hunt there 
have been born ten children—Annie J., Alexander, 
Caroline C., May R., Olive I., John A., Alice E., 
Susie A., George E. and Laura A. 


~~ SS See 


DAM A. KRAPE. The ancestors of this 
worthy resident of Stephenson County re- 
moved first from England to the mountain- 

@® ous regions of Pennsylvania, locating in 
Germantown, among the timber, where they com- 
menced to cultivate the soil and build up homes, 
and where they were regarded as a portion of 
the most valuable pioneer element of that sec- 
tion. His great-grandfather, Wilhelm Krape, lo- 
cated in Lebanon County, where he reared a fine 
family of sons and daughters, among whom was 
Adam, the grandfather of our subject, who, when 
a young man about to establish a home for himself, 





went into Centre County, and there proceeded, in 
the same manner as had his father before him, 
to open up a farm amidst the timber. In time 
there grew up around him a hamlet which was 
named Millheim, and which he lived to see develop 
into a good-sized town, whose limits stopped not 
far from the boundaries of his farm. He also 
married and reared a family, among his children 
being William, the father of our subject, who was 
born on his father’s farm, April 19, 1814, there 
grew to manhocd, and married one of the asso- 
ciates of his childhood. He had remained under 
the home roof until reaching his majority, and 
when twenty-one years old commenced to learn the 
carpenter’s trade, which he followed in his native 
town until 1846. In the spring of that year, 
accompanied by his family, he started for Llinois, 
via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to Savanna, 
where he was met by friends who conveyed him to 
Oneco Township in this county, arriving with a 
little less than $200. With this he entered 160 
acres of Government land which now lies near the 
village of Davis. The first dwelling of the family 
was a log cabin which Mr. K. rented of his cousin 
and which they occupied nine or ten years, while 
he worked at his trade and improved his land as 
he had opportunity. He prospered in his labors, 
and, by close economy, contrived to save enough 
money to equip himself with farming utensils, 
when he commenced to operate on a partially im- 
proved tract which he rented. This he occupied 
until 1873, and he then purchased two acres of 
land near Orangeville, where he put up a comfort- 
able dwelling, where his death took place June 7, 
1885! 

The mother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Catherine Dinges, who was born near Millheim, 
Centre Co., Pa., and was of German ancestry. 
She accompanied her husband and children on the 
journey to Illinois and is still living, being a resi- 
dent of Orangeville, going back and forth among 
her children. The parental household included 
the following children: Anna M. is now the wife 
of Aaron Wohlford, a farmer of Oneco Township; 
Adam A., of our sketch, was the second child; 
Samuel, a resident of Portland, Ore., is Super- 
tendent of Sauvieu’s Island, near that city; William 
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W. is practicing dentistry at Freeport; Lizzie C. 
is a resident of Orangeville; Uriah H. is Superin- 
tendent of repairs on the B. & M. R. R.,and makes 
his home at Lincoln, Neb.; George S. 1s located at 
Cedarville; Linda R. is the wife of Dr. William 
Hutchins, of Orangeville. Two died in infancy un- 
named. 

The subject of our sketch was born in Millheim, 
Centre Co., Pa., on the 10th of January, 1842, 
before the removal of the family to Illinois. He 
was the second child and eldest son, and was but 
three years old when his parents came to this 
county. His primary studies were conducted.in the 
district school from which he was graduated at an 
early age and was considered amply qualified for 
the duties of a teacher, in which he engaged first in 
Buckeye Center. He was fond of his books and 
continued his studies while teaching, utilizing his 
means in carrying on his education in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. He taught and attended school 
for three years successively and afterward at inter- 
vals until 1877. He was then elected County 
Superintendent of Schools, which position he filled 


acceptably for a period of nine years, during which _ 


time he instituted many reforms in the method of 
instruction and measures in connection with, school 
government which are followed to this day. In 
the meantime he has been a close student and an 
extensive reader, and one of the features of his 
pleasant and attractive home is the large and well- 
selected library which indicates ina marked degree 
the intelligence of its owner. 

The marriage of Mr. Krape with Miss Lucy R. 
Wasser was celebrated at the home of the bride’s 
parents, on the 5th of April, 1877. Mrs. K. was 
born near Girard, Trumbull Co., Ohio, May 28, 
1847, and is the daughter of Elias K. and Catherine 
(Musser) Wasser, natives of Pennsylvania. Of 
this union there has been born one child only, a 
daughter, Catherine Lucy, who is still at home 
with her parents. Mr. and Mrs. Krape are con- 
nected with the English Lutheran Church, in which 
the former has been a member of the Council and 
Secretary for several years. ‘The Democratic party 
most nearly represents his political views, and with 
this he cast his vote at the general elections. He 


_ has followed the course marked out for him in life 





in a modest and unostentatious manner, filling 
worthily its important trusts and securing in a 
marked degree the esteem and confidence of all 
who know him. : 
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74, OLOMON C. SALTER, M. D., a native of 
Richland County, Ohio, born Sept. 9, 1831, 
is of English ancestry, his father, Robert R. 
Salter, having been born in Devonshire, 
whence he emigrated to the United States before 
attaining the thirteenth year of his age. He came 
alone to this country, and made his way into Rich- 
land County, Ohio, during its early settlement. 
He lived there continuously until reaching man- 
hood, and employed his time mostly in a woolen- 
mill. His educational advantages were extremely 
limited, but he was a bright boy, and through his 
own unaided efforts secured a fair share of book 
learning, and became teacher of a district school. 
He advanced from this onward, and his pious turn 
of mind induced him to make the Scriptures his 
chief study. By the aid of the Bible and other 
books, he made such good progress that he received 
license to preach from the Presbytery, and after- 
ward expounded the Word in different parts of 
Ohio and Michigan. In the latter State he was 
stationed at LaSalle, Monroe County, for a period 
of eighteen years. He came to Illinois in 1868, 
locating near Champaign City, where he continued 
his ministerial labors until his death, which took 
place in 1871. 

The mother of our subject before her marriage, 
was Miss Maria Garrison, who was born in New 
Jersey, and died in La Salle, Mich. By her mar- 
riage with Robert R. Salter, she became the mother 
of nine children, seven of whom grew to mature 
years: Solomon C., of our sketch, was the eldest; 
Mary J. died at the home of her parents in Michi- 
gan, when twenty-four years of age; Ferson G. also 
died there when a youug man twenty years old; 
George B. is practicing dentistry in Joliet; William 
G. is engaged in farming at West Unity, Ohio; 
Frances died when eighteen years old; Rembrandt 
is a civil engineer. ‘The maternal grandfather of 
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our subject was the first settler, and built the first 7 
house in Sandusky, Ohio. Later he removed to 
Richland County, where he spent the last years of 
his life, attaining the age of fourscore years and ten. 
He was a man of good education, and a local 
preacher of the Baptist Church. 

The subject of this history received a limited 
education in the district schools. He commenced 
the study of medicine when twenty-three years of 
age, under the instruction of Dr. Dunshee, of Will- 
iams Center, Ohio, and in 1858 commenced the 
practice of his profession at Kent, in this county. 
After leaving Ohio, he had attended a course of 
lectures at Ann Arbor, Mich., and three years after 
becoming a resident of Kent, returned there to 
take another course, but the war coming on, he 
changed his plans, resolving to assist in the preserv- 
ation of the Union, and enlisted in the 7th Micbi- 
gan Infantry. He was permitted, however, to fol- 
low the fortunes of a soldier only a year, on ac- 
count of ill-health, but participated in the battle of 
Fair Oaks, and was engaged with the enemy in sev- 
eral skirmishes. ‘The year’s experience gave hima 
good insight into army life, and the hardships and 
privations attending it. Upon receiving his dis- 
charge for disability, he returned to Michigan and 
took up the studies which had been interrupted. 
After a six months’ course, he was graduated in the 
spring of 1863, and followed his practice in the 
Wolverine State until 1869. In the spring of that 
year he returned to Stephenson County, becoming 
a resident of Kent, where he remained until 1878, 
removing from thereto Lena, of which he has since 
been a resident. 

Dr. Salter was married, July 3, 1853, to Miss 
Virginia E. Loose, who was born in Maryland, in 
1829, and came to Michigan when young. Of this 
union there was born a son, Allen, now located in 
Chicago. The Doctor and his wife adhere to the 
belief of the English Lutheran Church. He cast 
his first Presidential vote for Gen. Winfield Scott, 
and after the disbandment of the Whigs, identi- 
fied himself with the Republican party. As a man 
and citizen, he is held in the highest respect, and 
as a practitioner, displays that conscientious regard 
for his professional duties which has secured him 





the confidence and esteem of all to whom he has 


ministered. He has been an extensive reader and 
a close student, and occupies a good position in 
the profession in Northern Illinois. 

As one of the prominent and representative citi- 
zens of Stephenson County, we are pleased to add 
a lithographic portrait of Dr. Salter to this sketch 


of his life. 
Vi 
(5 with his father’s family over forty years 
ago, when a lad about sixteen years of age. 
The journey was made partly by the Lakes, and 
partly overland from Jefferson County, N. Y., 
where our subject first opened his eyes to the light 
in the town of Lyme, Aug. 8, 1829. His father, 
John Stevens, also a native of the Empire State, 
was one of the earliest settlers of Jefferson County, 
where he took up his abode shortly after his mar- 
riage. He followed the trade of a ship carpenter, 
until starting for the West in 1847, and then, there 
being no field for his services in this region, aban- 
doned his trade and engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. After arriving in this county, he purchased 
a tract of wild land in West Point Township, and 
taking possession of a vacant log cabin in the vi- 
cinity, moved into it with his family, and occupied 
it two years until he could put up a house on his 
own land. He entered at once upon the improve- 
ment and cultivation of his purchase, and contin- 
ued on the farm which he thus eliminated from the 
wild prairie, the remainder of his life, resting from 
his earthly labors on’ the 10th of May, 1860. 

The mother of our subject, formerly Miss Sarah 
Bedford, was also a native of New York State. 
Of her marriage with John Stevens there were 
born nine children. She survived her husband 
eight years, her death taking place on the old home- 
stead in West Point Township in November, 1868. 
The children of the household all grew to mature 
years, and six are still living. 

The subject of this history was the sixth child- 
of his parents, and passed his childhood and youth 
after the manner of most farmers’ sons, pursuing 
his studies in the winter season, and working on 
the farm during the summer. He remembers dis- 
tinctly the preparations made for starting on the 


SSA SS 


EORGE L. STEVENS came to this county 








pe 























STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


419 








journey to the West, and many of the incidents 
connected with the trip, which to his boyish nature, 
afforded abundant amusement and entertainment. 
He remained with his parents during their lifetime, 
and afterward continued on the farm until 1861, 
when the outbreak of the Rebellion necessitated 
the call for troops. He was among the first to en- 
list in the service of the Union, becoming a mem- 
ber of Co. G, 15th Ill. Vol. Inf., and served nearly 
two years, when he was discharged on account of 
disability. He had, however, seen considerable of 
the terrors of war, having participated in the battle 
of Shiloh, and other severe engagements. While 
in the service, his eyesight began to fail, and soon 
after returning home he became totally blind. 
But notwithstanding this affliction, his resolute will 
and natural abilities have enabled him to accom- 
plish what many men could not, although in pos- 
session of that most important of all senses. After 
returning from the army he continued on the 
homestead six or seven years, and then took up 
his abode in Lena, where he has since resided. In 
1880 he formed a partnership with Judge Hinds, 
Charles Wait and A. M. Durkee, and engaged in 
banking under the firm name of Charles Wait & 
Co. The firm is a strong one, and carries on its 
transactions in a business-like and reliable manner, 
enjoying the confidence and patronage of the gen- 
eral public of that section. 

Mr. Stevens was married, in Lena, April 16, 
1876, to Miss Nancy Eby, a native of Jo Daviess 
County, and the daughter of George and Susan 
(Fernberg) Eby, pioneers of that county. The 
four children born. of this union are Irene B., 
Charles E., John Frederick, and a babe-not yet 
named. 

Mr. Stevens cast his first Presidential vote for 
Gen. John Fremont, and since that time has been 
an earnest supporter of Republican principles. His 
handsome home is located in the pleasantest part 
of the town, where with his estimable wife, he en- 
joys the society of many friends who have learned 
to esteem him for his excellent qualities of char- 
acter, and his value as a member of the business 
community. 

George Eby, the father of Mrs. Stevens, and her 
grandfather, Jacob Eby, were natives of Pennsyl- 





vania. The latter emigrated from his native State 
when a young man, with his father’s family. They 
located in Jo Daviéss County, and in due time 
George Eby was married to Miss Susan Fernberg, 
who was born in Huntingdon County, Pa., whence 
her parents removed in her childhood to Indiana. 
Afterward they came to this county, but subse- 
quently returned to Indiana, and spent the last 
years of their lives there. The father of Mrs. S. 
settled on a tract of land which his father had given 
him in Jo Daviess County, where his death took 
place in about 1882. The mother is still living 
there. Rev. Enoch Eby, an uncle of Mrs. Stevens, 
holds the high office of Bishop in the Dunkard 
Church, and is a man of great talents and, much 
learning. 

The father of our subject was a musician in the 
War of 1812, and for his services during that 
struggle received a land warrant from the Govern- 
ment. His wife when a girl, resided with her par- 
ents at Sackett’s Harbor, being there at the time of 
the British attack on the town, and witnessed the 
retreat of the enemy after their leader had been 
slain. 
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OHN SEISE, who may properly be termed a 
self-made man, has been a familiar figure 
npon the streets and in the social and busi- 
ness circles of Lena for the last twenty years, 

and is numbered among its influential and well-to- 
do citizens. He commenced life in the West in a 
modest manner, and by his own determination and 
industry accumulated a fine property, and secured 
an important position among the business interests 
of this section. He is of German birth and ances- 
try, his early home having been in the little King- 
dom of Bavaria, where he first opened his eyes to 
the light March 7, 1831. His father, Frederick 
Seise, a native of Saxony, served his Government 
as asoldier in the revolution of 1814, and after re- 
tiring from the army established himself in Bavaria, 
where he married Miss Barbara Walse, who was 
born there. Frederick Seise followed the trade of 
a mason in Bavaria until 1850, and then, in the 
hope of bettering his condition financially, set sail 
for America. Inthe meantime, however, his wife 
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had died, and he brought his motherless children 
with him. They embarked on a sailing-vessel in 
the month of February, and after a long and tedious 
voyage landed in New York City on the 17th of 
April following. Coming directly to this State the 
father of our subject located in Freeport where he 
followed his trade a year and then came to Lena. 
Here he began extending his operations, and con- 
tracted to furnish the stone for building culverts 
and bridges along the route of the Illinois Central 
RaiJroad. After the completion of this work he 
practically retired from active labor, and made. his 
home with his son-in-law, Conrad Aldenbern, in 
West Point Township; here his death took place in 
1856. The only sister of our subject, who had 
married Mr. Aldenbern, died in West Point Town- 
ship in 1883, - His brother Peter died in Lena, 
June 14, 1876. j 

John Seise was the youngest child of his parents, 
and was a youth of eighteen years when his father 
emigrated to the United States. He had obtained 
a fair education in his native country and learned 
the trade of a mason in New York. City. After- 
ward he became a resident of Harlem, N. Y., where 
he lived until 1854, removing thence to Buffalo, 
and a year later to this county.. Here he followed 
his trade in Lena, and was married, May 7, 1853, to 
Miss Fredrika Beeteener. Mrs. Seise, also a native 
of the German Empire, was born in Saxony, Oct. 
6, 1835, and was the daughter of Jacob Beeteener, 
a native of the same Province, who came to 
America in 1851 with his wife and five children. 
He settled first in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., but did not 
engage in any business, as he had carried on mer- 
chandising successfully in Germany, and was pos- 
sessed of quite acompetency. His death took 
place in 1861. His wife, who in her girlhood was 
Miss Mary Shieton, afterward came to this county 
and died at the home of her daughter, the wife of 
our subject, Oct. 20,1880. Henrietta, the elder 
sister of Mrs. Seise, married John Kean, of Pough- 
keepsie, and died there in 1861. Her brother 
Henry also died in that city, in 1867. Mary. be- 
came the wife of John Arbokast, and is a resident 
of Syracuse. 

The only child born to Mr. and Mrs. Seise, a son, 


’ whom they named Charles, died in Buffalo when 





five months old. The family residence, located at 
the corner of Rantoul and Galena streets, is a hand- 
some and commodious structure, set in the midst 
of ample grounds, planted with choice shade trees 
and shrubbery. Mr. Seise owns some valuable 
town property, including a business block and a 
lumber-yard, from the rents of which he enjoys a 
handsome income. 


Township, is a gentleman in the prime 

of life, and continues a resident of the 
county of his birth, which occurred in Oneco, May 
3, 1840. His parents, Morgan and Luanna Van 
Matre, were natives respectively of Ohio and New 
York. They were married when the father of our 
subject was twenty-two years of age. Soon after- 
ward they set out for the West, journeying after 
the fashion of the emigrants of those days, over- 
land with teams, arriving in this county in 
the month of July, 1828. They remained but 
a year, however, this time, and then returned to 
Ohio to complete arrangements for .a_ residence 
later in the Prairie State. When starting out again 
for the West they were accompanied by the family 
of the elder Van Matre, and pitched their tent first 
in Oneco Township. ‘This was in 1829. They 
entered a claim, put up a log cabin, and commenced 
to clear the farm, utilizing for this purpose the 
four horses which had conveyed them across the 
country. Two poles were laid down to indicate 
the extent and location of the claim, and upon a 
part of this the city of Freeport now stands. The 
nearest market was at the lead mines around the 
embryo city of Galena, the transportation being 
effected by horse and ox teams. Our subject was 
a lad ten years of age when the Illinois Central 
Railroad was completed to Freeport, and still recol- 
lects with what childish wonder he viewed the iron 
horse andits attendant train. He departed this 
life when sixty-six years of age, and while still 
active and in the midst of his farming operations. 
The parental household included thirteen children, 
one by the first wife and twelve by the second. 
The latter was formerly Miss Luanna Denio, who 
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was of New England parentage and born in New 
York. Her parents emigrated to this county in 
the pioneer days, and were among its first settlers, 
taking up their abode in Oneco Township. 

The mother of our subject was born in 1823, 
and became the second wife of Morgan Van Matre 
in 1838, their marriage taking place in Oneco 
Township, this county. She departed this life at 
her home in Oneco Township in 1883, mourned by 
a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 

The subject of this biography spent his childhood 
and youth after the manner of most farmers’ boys, 
receiving a fair education in the district schools. 
and becoming familiar with all the employments of 
country life. When twenty-five years of age he 
was united in marriage with Miss Theora Marble, 
the wedding taking place in the town of Cadiz. 
Noy. 12, 1865. Mrs. Van Matre is the daughter 
of Hiram and Oliva Marble, natives of Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. She wasborn April 29, 1850, and 
was but fifteen years of age at the time of her mar- 
riage. Their three children are, William, now 
seventeen years of age; Nelson, fourteen, and 
Daniel, eleven. 

Mr. Van Matre after his marriage purchased 
forty acres of land in Winslow Township, where he 
commenced life in a modest manner and was pros- 
pered in his labors.. He wisely invested his spare 
cash in additional real-estate, and is now the owner 
of 300 fertile and valuable acres. The home is at- 
tractive within and without and indicates the in- 
telligence and cultivated taste of the proprietor. 
Our subject, like his father, is Democratic in poli- 

. tics, and religiously has been identified with the 
Christian Church for a number of years. 
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G EKORGE MYRON HOLLEY, one of the en- 
FZ terprising farmers of West Point Township, 
XT is pleasantly located on section 36, and 
busily engaged in the various pursuits of farm life. 
He is a gentleman in the prime of life, and a native 
of this State, born in Lake County, July 6, 1848. 
He was reared in West Point: Township, and is the 
only son of B. J. Holley,a sketch of whom appears 
on another page in this work. 





Our subject was but six years of age when his 
parents came to this county. His early life was 
passed in the manner common to most farmers’ 
boys, going at an early age barefooted to the dis- 
trict school, and as soon as large enough, assisting 
in the duties around the homestead. He received 
careful home training and remained under the pa- 
rental roof until his marriage, March 14, 1870. 
The maiden of his choice was Miss Elvina Albee, a 
native of West Point Township, and the daughter 
of Harvey and Betsey M. Albee. Upon commenc- 
ing life together the young people located under 
the parental roof of the father of our subject for 
six years, and then moved to the farm adjoining 
the homestead, which constitutes their present 
property, and upon which our subject has effected 
good improvements. It embraces 161 acres of 
fertile land, and is supplied with all the buildings 
eonvenient for the occupation of the family and 
the carrying on of mixed husbandry. Mr. and 
Mrs. Holley have one child, a daughter, Cora M., 
who was born in West Point Township Dec. 23, 
1870. Our subject is living the quiet, unobtrusive 
life of a peaceful and law-abiding ‘citizen, mixing 
but little in politics or local affairs, but when called 
upon to exercise the right of suffrage, casts his vote 
with the Republican party. 
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ACOB PENTICOFF, of Loran Township, 
came to this county about 1847, from Union 
County, Pa., where his birth took place 


Aug. 15, 1832. He was then a youth fifteen 
years of age, and ‘was accompanied to the West by 
his parents, David and Anna (Fillman) Penticoff. 
They located upon a tract of land in Loran Town- 
ship, where the father built up a good homestead 
and cultivated the land successfully, but finally 
abandoned the labors incident to farm life and re- 
paired to Freeport, where he took up his residence 
and where his death occurred, in December, 1871. 
The mother also died at the homestead in Loran 
Township. The parental household included twelve 
children, of whom our subject was the fifth. 

Mr. Penticoff received a fair education in the 
public schools and early in life became intimately 
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acquainted with the various labors incident to 
rural life. He has had no wish to release himself 
from its fatigues and pleasures, and has pursued his 
chosen calling most of the time since 1847, in 
Loran Township. Upon becoming of suitable age, 
and having laid his plans for the establishment of a 
permanent home, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah Lahre, at the home of the bride in Jefferson 
Township, April 13,1861. Mrs. Penticoff was born 
in Union County, Pa., April 4, 1843, and is the 
daughter of Henry and Sarah (Menher) Lahre, 
whose household included twelve children. The 
wife of our subject was reared and educated in her 
native county and came to the West with her par- 
ents about 1841. She remained under the home 
roof until her marriage with the subject of this 
sketch. This union resulted in the birth of four 
children, namely, James F., Hiram A., Lafayette 
and Rosetta. James, the eldest son, married Miss 
Emma Holmes, and is a farmer in Carroll County, 
Ill. Our subject has.had little to dc with matters 
outside of his farming interests, but keeps himself 
well posted upon what is going on around him in 
the world, and has always been the encourager of 
those enterprises calculated to benefit his commun- 
ity. He uniformly votes the Republican ticket, 
and in all respects has distinguished himself as an 
honest man and a good citizen. His estimable 
wife isa member in good standing of the United 
Brethren Church, and is a lady highly esteemed in 
the community. : 


SS I- > SS 


GEORGE HEILMANN. Here and there 
in compiling these biographies we come 
across a man who, if born under different 
circumstances and surroundings, would un- 
doubtedly have made his mark in life, perhaps in 
literature or science, but relegated to the simple 
.ife of a farmer, opportunities are not afforded for 
his knowledge to develop, and he becomes instead 


an unostentatious citizen, given, it is true, to read-— 


ing and study, but confining his ambitions within 
his own breast. Such a gentleman is Mr. Heil- 
mann, of good education, progressive thought, and 
an extensive reader of instructive books and papers. 





He is pleasantly located on section 5, Ridott Town- 
ship, where he owns a fine farm of 162 acres. In 
keeping with his intelligence this farm is supplied 
with good buildings and a comfortable residence 
of modern style. 

Mr. Heilmann came to this county in 1854, 
settling in Ridott Township, on section 16, where 
he ownec forty acres, the most of which was 
unbroken land when he received it. He made 
some improvements, but sold it in 1867, and lo- 
cated where he now resides. He was born near 
the famous city of Heidelburg, Germany, Aug. 
22, 1829, which was the birthplace also of his 
honored father, John P. Heilmann, who now resides 
with his son, our subject. The family was of pure 
German ancestry, and John Heilmann was reared 
to farming pursuits like many of his kinsmen. He 
married Miss Susie Weis, the daughter of a neigh- 
bor, and who was also reared and educated in her 
native land. Shecame to this country with her 
husband in 1855, to which their son, Mr. Heilmann, 
of whom we write, had come the year previous. 
She made her home in this township until her 
death, which occurred Dec. 28, 1867, at the age of 
fifty-six years. 

The father of our subject was eighty-five years 
of age Aug. 17, 1887. ‘The family are all Lutherans 
in religion, and members of the Evangelical As- 
sociation. ‘The father is well preserved, and re- 
tains much of his old-time strength add vigor. 
He takes quite an interest in politics, and is an ad- 
herent of Republican principles. 

Mr. J. George Heilmann, is the eldest of five 
children, three sons and two daughters, and one of 
the latter is now deceased. The family is repre- 
sented in this State, Iowa, and Nebraska, and the 
deceased daughter died in the latter State. Mr. 
Heilmann was well educated in his native country, 
and like the German youth generally, served a 
term as a soldier under the German Government. 
He also was in active service as a soldier in the re- 
bellion in Baden, in 1848, as a member of the 5th 
German Infantry. He participated in several se- 
vere engagements, but escaped with a few slight 
wounds. Mr. Heilmann learned the trade of 
butcher in Baden, but after coming to the United 
States abandoned it. 
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Mr. Heilmann was married in Ridott Township, 

Sept. 26, 1854, to Miss Mary E. Fisher, who was 
born in the same town in Germany as her husband, 
and came to this country with a brother. Her 
parents died in Baden, Germany, before she left 
home. Her father was a farmer by occupation. 
She is the mother of nine children, three of whom 
are deceased. Of those living, Elizabeth is the 
wife of George Fisher, a farmer of Silver Creek 
Township, this county; Susie E. is at home with 
her parents; Jacob P. married Augusta Nix, and re- 
‘sides on a farm in Ridott Township; Mary M. is the 
wife of Adam Nix. They at present live in this 
township and are farming. The married children 
have all been successful in life, and have done 
well. Of the children yet remaining single, Samuel 
R. and Lewis C. live at home with their father 
and help him to operate the farm. 
- Mr. Heilmann and his family are consistent 
members of the Evangelical Church, with which he 
has been connected for thirty years. Like a man 
of his pronounced type of character Mr. Heilmann 
is a Republican, and a stalwart one at that. 


pea SNYDER, deceased. Death is 
everywhere busy gathering here the ripened 
6) sheaves and there the fair blossoms of 
spring, before they have yet opened to the 
full sunlight of life. But when a leading man has 
been taken from the community, where his voice 
for years has been heard in wise counsel, and his 
hand held in the warm grasp of cordial friendship 
by many who loved him for his generous nature 
and high principle, all feel the shock and stand with 
bowed heads, reaching in thought to that myster- 
ious country whither their brother, who but yester- 
day stood by their side, has gone. Such a man is 
the one whose death we are here called upon to re- 
cord. 
Benjamin Snyder was one of the early settlers of 
Stephenson County, and his life is interwoven with 
the history of Lancaster Township, where he faith- 


fully served the people in many local offices, and 
ever used his influence to promote the best inter- 





ests of the community. His estate, on which his 
widow now resides, is located on section 19, of this 
township, where for many years he carried on an 
extensive business in farming. Mr. Snyder was 
born April 5, 1807, in Clinton County, Pa., and is 
the son of Christopher and Hannah (Zimmerman) 
Snyder. Christopher Snyder was likewise a native 
of Clinton County. His family, of German ex- 
traction, descended from a race distinguished for 
force of character and vigor of physique, and also 
noted for its longevity. His wife’s family was of 
similar ancestry to his own, and they were enabled 
to transmit to their children the inestimable herit- 
age of vigorous health and strength. He was act- 
ive and enterprising in business, and had acquired 
a good property before his death, which occurred 
when Benjamin was only six years old. His fam- 
ily consisted of twelve children, three sons and 
nine daughters. Mrs. Snyder was a lady of unus- 
ual mental ability and energy. She survived her 
husband many years and reached a ripe old age. 
After his father’s death Benjamin, who was the 
youngest child, was reared in the household of his 
brother, John Snyder, who spared no pains in giv- 
ing him an excellent education. After leaving 
school he was engaged in teaching for several years, 
and possessing a remarkably fine voice, conducted 
a number of schools for vocal training. In the 
early summer of 1845 he came to Illinois and lo- 
cated in Stephenson County, where he engaged in 
farming. Mr. Snyder was twice married. His first 
wife was Miss Mary Styners, and their marriage 
took place not long after his removal to this county. 


_Mrs. Snyder was a native of Maryland; and came 


to Lllinois when a young girl with Mr. Green’s 
family. She died in 1856, leaving a family of 
seven children, only three of whom are now living— 
Andrew, William and Mary E. They are all mar- 
ried and well settled in life. Mrs. Snyder was a 
highly esteemed Christian lady, and for a number 
of years prior to her death was an active member 
of the Methodist Church at Freeport. Mr, Sny- 
der’s second wife was Miss Julia A. Sidels. Their 
marriage took place Sept. 18, 1857. Mrs. Snyder 
was born Jan. 18, 1834, in Somerset County, Pa., 
and was the daughter of David and Catherine 
(Zorn) Sidels. Her parents were natives of Som- 
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erset County, where her father was proprietor of a 
blacksmith-shop in Berlin. In 1847 Mr. Sidels re- 
moved to Illinois with his wife and family, which 
consisted)_of four sons and five daughters, all of 
whom had nearly attained maturity. On his arrival 
here he first settled in Lancaster Township, Ste- 
phenson County, but subsequently removed to 
Dakota Township, where he purchased land and 
opened his shop. He was a man of great activity 
and energy, and successfully carried on both 
branches of business. During the latter years of 
his life Mr. Sidels retired from business and resided 
in the village of Dakota, where his death soon after 
occurred in January, 1881, at the age of seventy- 
eight years. His widow is still living, and resides 
with her youngest daughter, whose home is in Otoe 
County, Neb. She has reached the advanced: age 
of seventy-nine years. 

Mrs. Snyder is a lady of unusual intelligence 
and force of character. She received her educa- 
tion in Pennsylvania prior to the removal of her 
father’s family to Illinois. After their marriage 
Mr. and Mrs. Snyder made their home in Lancaster 
Township. Their estate here is located on section 
19, where they resided throughout Mr. Snyder’s life, 
with the exception of two years passed in Freeport. 
Mr. Snyder was the owner of about 500 acres of land 
in Lancaster and Harlem Townships. His estate 
here is supplied with a substantial brick residence 


and commodious, well-appointed farm buildings. 


Of his second marriage five children were born, all 
of whom with one exception are now living: 
George, married to Miss Sadie Peabody, is a drug- 
gist and resides in Syracuse, Otoe Co., Neb.; 
Laura A. is the wife of William Dilline, a pros- 
perous shoe-dealer in Aurora; Charles at present is 
studying dentistry in Freeport but makes his home 
with his mother, and Carrie M. also lives at home. 

Mr. Snyder was one of the early settlers of this 
county, toward which the wave of emigration had 
begun to flow slowly in 1838, and froni that period 
constantly increased. He was a_ public-spirited 
man, and throughout life was actively interested 
in building up and developing the resources of 
Lancaster Township. He possessed mental abilities 
of a high order and was liberal and progressive in 
character, identifying himself with public affairs, 





and lending his influence to the advancement of all 
measures tending to promote the moral, social and 
political welfare of the community. In every rela- 
tion of life his integrity of character and strict ad- 
herence to principle won the respect of all who 
knew him. He served the township as Supervisor 
and held many other local offices, discharging their 
duties with credit to himself and fidelity to the in- 
terests of the people. His death, which occurred 
at the homestead Sept. 10, 1886, after a short ill- 
ness of seven days, was a loss not only to his fam- 
ily but to the entire community. 

Many of the early settlers of Lancaster Town- 
ship became identified with the interests of Free- 
port, and Mr. Snyder gave $1,000 toward the 
erection of the Embury Methodist Church in that 
city, of which he was a member. He also afforded 
material assistance in the building of the church 
at Cedarville. Prior to his death he was actively 
interested in the Lancaster Fire Insurance Com- 
pany. In politics. he was a Republican, and warmly 
sustained the principles of that party. 


HOMAS WYBOURN. Among the best of 
6 our citizens of this country, are those who 
came from foreign countries with the inten- 

tion of making a home for themselves here, and at 
the same time have endeavored to promote the 
highest interests of the community in which they 
have cast their lot. Prominent among this num- 
ber is the subject of our sketch, who is a native of 
England, his birth taking place in that country on 
the 27th of February, 1838. When at the age of 
twenty, he emigrated to America from Sussex 
County, and founded a new home in Stephenson 
County, Ill. Ever since his advent here, he has 
been engaged in agricultural pursuits, and he now 
owns eighty acres of excellent land on section 2, 
Kent Township. His parents were William E. and 
Philadelphia Read. both of whom died in England. 
Being thus left alone, he was thrown entirely upon 
his own resources, and what he has accumulated, 
and the successes he has achieved, are due entirely 
to his own efforts and industry. When he arrived 
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in this country, he came direct to Stephenson 
County, settling in Kent Township, where his home 
has been continuously ever since. His farm con- 
sists of eighty acres, which though small, he culti- 
vates so thoroughly that it produces the equivalent 
of many farms of much larger area. As shown by 
the view given on another page, he has erected 
comfortable buildings, both for residence purposes 
and the shelter of his stock, and has one of the 
handsome and attractive homes of the township. 

Mr. Wybourn was married, in West Point Town- 
ship, Stephenson County, on the 19th of June, 1861, 
to Miss Jane Daws, who was born in England, and 
came to America with her parents when but a child. 
Her parents were Jamesand Jane Spilstead, both of 
whom died in Stephenson County. They have five 
children—Robert N., Walter H., Henry T., Charlie 
and Emma J. Mr. Wybourn holds the office of 
Highway Commissioner, a position which he has 
filled with conspicuous success and satisfaction to 
the community. 


oe 


OHN G. SAXBY. On section 6, in Loran 
Township, is situated one of the most de- 
sirable homesteads in the southwestern part 
of Stephenson County, comprising 1974 acres 

of land and provided with suitable farm buildings, 
erected in a substantial and tasteful manner. The 
proprietor has taken great pains to beautify his 
home (a view of which is given elsewhere) by the 
planting of fruit, shade and ornamental trees, and 
has left no stone unturned to make it attractive as 
a dwelling-place and valuable as an estate. He has 
been a resident of the township since the spring of 
1864, and, in addition. to general farming, has dealt 
considerably in live-stock, from which he has real- 
ized a handsome sum of money. 

Mr. Saxby is a native of this State, and was born 
in Boone County, May 10, 1841. He is the son of 
W. M. and Nancy (Guyle) Saxby, natives of ‘New 
York, whence they removed to the Prairie State in 
1839. Our subject was reared on the farm in Boone 
County, where he lived until thirteen years of age, 





near Beloit, Wis., and was a resident of that lo- 
cality for seven years. In June, 1861, he migrated 
to Freeport, Ill., and for eighteen months after- 
ward was engaged in the livery business. Subse- 
quently he was employed by the firm of Bidwell & 
Farwell, and in March, 1864, took the first steps 
toward the establishment of a home of his own by 
coming to Loran Township and locating on the 
land which forms a part of his present estate. 

While a resident of Monroe, Wis., Mr. Saxby 
was united in marriage with Miss Martha J., daugh- 
ter of Jacob and Mary (Gepart) Wingert, the wed- 
ding taking place at the home of R. B. Wright, of 
Monroe, Sept. 6, 1862. Mrs. Saxby was born in 
Union County, Pa., Aug. 27, 1843. Nine years 
later her parents emigrated to this county with 
their family, which consisted of nine children. Her 
father, when a young man, had learned the car- 
penter’s trade which, however, he abandoned upon 
leaving his native State. They arrived here in the 
spring of 1853, and the father took up a tract of 
land in Kent Township, where he engaged in farm- 
ing and stock-raising. One by one the children 
went out from under the home roof: Jonathan, the 
eldest, died in Pennsylvania when about five years 
of age; Catharine became the wife of Isaac Bogen, 
a prosperous farmer of Jefferson Township, this 
county, whose sketch will be found elsewhere in 
this Atsum; Esther married Benjamin Berbeck, and 
died at her home in Kent Township in November, 
1882; Martha J. is the wife of our subject; David, 
during the late war enlisted as a Union soldier in 
the 92d Illinois Mounted Infantry, and died in the 
hospital at Nashville, Tenn.. in 1864, from injuries 
received by being thrown from his horse in the 
battle at Lookout Mountain; Margaret is the wife 
of Samuel Biemer, of Hardin County, Iowa; Susan 
married George 8S. Lantzer, a thrifty farmer of 
Kent Township, whose sketch appears on another 
page; James E. is married and engaged in the real- 
estate business in Kansas. 

The household circle of Mr. and Mrs. Saxby was 
completed by the birth of eight children: Florence 
F., the eldest daughter, became the wife of Thomas 
Crichton, a farmer of Kane County, Ill. The 
other children, who remain at home with their par- 


and thence removed with his parents to a point | ents, are Charles M., Albert B., Mattie J., Adeline, 
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Stephen J., Mary G. and Thorndike W. Mr. Saxby 
has been prominent in all the enterprises tending 
to the moral and educational welfare of his com- 
munity, serving as Constable, holding various 
‘school offices, and uniformly casting his vote with 
the Democratic party. His uniform kindness of 
heart and courteous manner toward all with whom 
he comes in contact commend him at once to 
friend and stranger, and he is numbered among the 
reliable citizens, whose word is as good as his bond, 
and whose upright course in life presents an ex- 
ample to the young men of to-day which they 
would be wise to follow. 


SS 090 


SRAEL UNDERWOOD. This gentleman is of 
English ancestry. ‘The first representatives of 
li the Underwood family in this country settled 
in Lexington, Mass. The records in possession of 
our subject take him back to his great-great-grand- 
father, also named Israel, who was a native of 
Massachusetts, and with his son, Israel, served as a 
soldier in the Revolutionary War. The latter 
after the war closed located at Holden, Mass., 
where he married, and became the father of a 
family, among whom was Eber, the father of our 
subject. The latter was born in Hubbardstown, 
where he grew to manhood on the farm of his 
father, who was one of the earliest settlers of that 
region, to which he had moved soon after his mar- 
riage, accompanied by his bride. Upon this trip, 
which was made in the winter, the snow was so 
deep they could not get through with the team 
but walked on snow-shoes the entire distance. 
There Israel Underwood, Sr., remained until his 
death. He married Miss Dinah Baker, of West- 
minster, Mass., and purchased a tract of timber 
land two miles from the old homestead, where he 
cleared a farm and spent the balance of his life, 
dying in 1867 at the age of seventy-three years. 
The mother survived her husband but three months 
and then also passed to her long home. Of the 
seven children but two are now living, our subject 
and his brother Calvin. The latter is a resident of 
Worcester, Mass. 

Israel Underwood of this sketch has in his posses- 





sion the old family Bible which has been preserved 
by the Underwoods for upward of 200 years. 
From this book we learn that his birth took place 
in Hubbardstown, Worcester Co., Mass., June 19, 
1826. He was the fifth child of his father’s family 
and attended school quite steadily from the time 
he was six until he was ten years old, and after- 
ward pursued his studies a few weeks of each win- 
ter until fifteen. He then commenced life as a 
teamster, going with a four-horse team from Hub- 
bardstown to Boston, transporting merchandise to 
and fro for six years thereafter. After reaching his 
majority he opened a restaurant and boarding- 
house in Worcester, and at the same time employed 
his leisure hours at the shoemaker’s trade, which he 
followed four years. He then engaged in the 
livery and hotel business at Templeton, Mass., 
until 1855. 

Mr. Underwood had now resolved to make a 
decided change, and believing that the West would 
provide for him something better than he had 
known in New England, he started out in January 
of the year mentioned and coming to this county 
established himself in Freeport, where he was ce- 
cupied a year in the hotel business, and then re- 
moved to Lena. Here he commenced buying 
stock for the firm of. Giddings & Wilson, and in 
the years thus engaged accumlated a small capital 
and determined to start in business for himself. 
He commenced buying cattle for the St. Paul, 
Chicago and Eastern markets, and put upon the 
rails the first carload of stock ever transported 
from Lena. His operations gradually extended, 
and in 1861 he became the partner of of J. T. 
Soles, and commenced buying horses. The two 
continued together until the spring of 1863, when 
Mr. Soles retired and our subject has conducted 
the business alone since that time. He now ships 
annually from 300 to 500 head of horses, and in 
1866 shipped 800 head to Boston and other East- 
ern markets. He has displayed excellent jadgment 
and forethought in the management of this bus- 
iness, and the results have been highly satisfactory 
to him and to those with whom he has had dealings. 
His eareer illustrates in a foreible manner tbe re- 
sults of perseverance. Mr. Underwood commenced 
with comparatively nothing and may now be 
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ranked among the capitalists of Stephenson County. 
His marriage with Miss Caroline Baleom took 
place in Ticonderoga, N. Y., in September, 1854. 
Mrs. U. was born in Hague, Warren Co., N. Y., 
and was the daughter of John and Cynthia (Dens- 
more) Baleom. She survived her marriage only 
two years, dying in March, 1856, after becoming 
the mother of two children, viz: Lillie, now the 
wife of Dr. Lathrop, of Pecatonica, and Charles R., 
of Chicago. In 1860, Mr. Underwood was mar- 
ried the second time, to Miss ‘Martha Balcom, the 
sister of his first wife. Their father, a native of 
Massachusetts, was the son of Isaac Balcom, also of 
the Bay State, who removed to New York about 
1810, being among the first settlers of Hague. He 
went there while the land was mostly covered with 
timber, and cutting the trees away opened upa 
farm which he occupied until his death. The 
father of Mrs. U. learned the trade of a carpenter, 
which he followed all his life. He spent his last 
years in Ticonderoga, where his death took place 
about 1852. The mother, a native of New Hamp- 
shire, died while the family were residents of 
Hague. Mr. and Mrs. Underwood are pleasantly 
located, and occupy a dwelling which forms one of 
the attractive features of the town, and a view of 
which is given elsewhere in this Atzum. It is the 
resort of the cultured people of Lena, and is at 
once recognized as the home of intelligence and 
refinement, whose inmates enjoy all the comforts 
and many of the luxuries of life. 


=} 4 8. _ ea 


f) AMES M. SMITH, a worthy representative 

| of the business and industrial interests of 

Northern Illinois, is at present connected 

with the lumber trade in company with D. 

A. McMillan of Freeport, near which city he also 

owns and cultivates a quarter section of finely lo- 

cated and fertile land. This latter is situated on 

section 6, of Silver Creek ‘Township, and is supplied 

with all the appurtenances of a first-class farm, in- 

cluding a commodious residence with a good barn 
and out-buildings. : 

Mr. Smith came to this county a single man, in 








1844. He first turned his attention to agriculture 
and made his home with one of his boyhood friends, 
Capt. William Young, a sketch of whom will be 
found elsewhere in this work. The Captain after- 
ward settled in Lancaster Township, where he be- 
came the owner of a fine estate. Our subject ar- 
rived in this locality poor in pocket, and made _ it 
his first business to secure employment. Those 
who try to help themselves usually succeed, and our 
subject was no exception to the rule. His indus-. 
try and energy commended him to the people 
about him, and he in due time secured means by 
which to enter a quarter section of land, which he 
set about improving, and afterward in 1850, set up 
as a general merchant at Buena Vista, in Buckeye 
Township. He was thus engaged until 1865. Af- 
ter building up a good patronage, he sold out and 
established a shop for the manufacture of wagons 
and other road vehicles while he also carried on 
blacksmithing. In 1872 he returned to Freeport, 
and after building a house and putting up other 
necessary structures on his farm in Silver Creek 
Township, repaired to the latter, where he’ has since 
lived. In the fall of 1879, he engaged with Mr. 
MeMillan in the lumber trade, and they together 
have built up a large patronage, receiving orders 
from all parts of the county. They deal largely in 
cornices and other ornamental work, and realize 
each year a handsome income from their business. 
Besides his farm and his interests in lumber, Mr. 
Smith owns considerable property at Buena Vista, 
and at Freeport. 

Our subject is a native of Mifflinburg, Union 
Co., Pa., where he was born Dec. 4, 1819. His 
father, James Smith, was also a native of the Key- 
stone State, and early inlife engaged in the practice 
of medicine, which he followed continuously in his 
native State until summoned from life and its la- 
bors. He had married in early manhood, Miss 
Catherine Brobst, who was born and reared not far 
from the birthplace of her husband, and was of 
German extraction. Dr. Smith became a resident 
of Union County about 1797, and remained there 
the balance of his life, his death taking place in 
1827. The mother survived twenty years, dying 
in 1847, in Union County. 

Our subject was the youngest of a family con- y 
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taining five sons and five daughters, of which he is 
the only remaining member. He was a lad of but 
eight years when his father died, and. he continued 
with his mother until coming to Illinois, in 1844. 
Through the efforts of this wise and judicious par- 
ent he received a good education, and early in life 
was admirably fitted for its responsibilities and 
duties. After reaching manhood, and laying his 
plans for the establishment of a future home, he 
was married, Feb. 20, 1850, to Miss Mary -A. Mil- 
ler. a resident of Lancaster Township. She was born 
in Northumberland County, Pa., and came to Illi- 
nois with her parents when a young woman. Her 
father, John Miller, was born and reared in Penn- 
sylvania, where he was bred to farming pursuits, 
which he followed after coming to this county. 
For some years he also engaged in mercantile pur- 
suits. He became the owner ofa large property in 
Lancaster 'Township, comprising 640 acres of land 
and built up a beautiful and valuable homestead, 
where he spent his declining years, and departed 
this life in the spring of 1870, after reaching the 
advanced age of seventy-two years. His wife be- 
fore her marriage was Miss Elizabeth Ruth, of 
Pennsylvania, who died at the home of her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Smith. Oct. 20, 1880, at the age of seventy- 
six. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith became the parents of a son 
and daughter, twins, whom they named Charles A. 
and Mary C.. Both are married, and the former is 
a resident of Lancaster Township. Mary is the 
wife of Benjamin Smith, a prosperous merchant of 
Northumberland County, Pa. ‘The mother of those 
children departed this life at the homestead, March 
20, 1852, and our subject afterward married her 
sister, Anna Hershey, in October, 1860. Of this 
union there is one daughter, Jennie C., born in 1862, 
who still remains at home with her parents. ‘The 
parents and daughter are members in good standing 
of the Second Presbyterian Church at Freeport. 
Mr. Smith, politically, is a solid Republican, and 
was Postmaster at Buena Vista for a period of 
twenty-four years. He also represented Buckeye 
Township in the County Board of Supervisors, 
and has been Collector of Buckeye Township, be- 
sides being prominently identified with the various 
enterprises set on foot for the general welfare of 





the community. He was Secretary of the Buckeye 
Township Insurance Company, the first company of 
the kind started in the county. 





Ql EORGE N. KENNEDY. The subject of 
(5 this history was born in Eaton Tp., Lorain 

Co., Ohio, May 13, 1830. His father, Ed- 
ward Kennedy, was a native of Edmeston, Otsego 
Co., N. Y., of which his father, Andrew Kennedy, 
was a resident for many years and where he spent 
the last years of his life. Edward Kennedy grew 
to manhood in his native town, where he married, 
and thence removed, in 1829, to Ohio, being among 
the earliest settlers of Eaton Township. He erected 
a log cabin amidst the timber and cleared a farm, 
which he occupied, however, only until 1845. 
From there he removed to Wisconsin, spending 
two years in Walworth County, and thence removed, 
in 1847, to Northern Illinois, where he purchased 
the tract of land which now constitutes the home- 
stead of our subject. It lies on section 31 and 
includes 148 acres, which the elder Kennedy con- 
verted from the wild prairie into a valuable and 
fertile farm. The lumber with which the first 
house was built was transported from Milwaukee 
and Chicago, and the house when erected was one 
of the attractive features in that part of the coun- 
try. The nearest market then for the farmers of 
Stephenson County was at Galena, where wheat 
sold at from thirty-seyen to forty cents per bushel, 
and dressed pork at from one and one-half cents to 
two cents per pound. The elder Kennedy possessed 
all the elements of the true pioneer and _ battled 
with the difficulties incident to building up a home 
in a new country, until he had obtained a compe- 
tency, when he retired from the more active labors 
of life. He was not permitted to become an old 
man, however, but died in April, 1856. 

The mother of our subject, who in her girlhood 
was Miss Ruth B. Packer, was born in London- 
derry, N. H.. whence her parents removed while 
she was a little child to Otsego County, N. Y. 
She became the mother of ten children by her 
marriage with Edward Kennedy, whom she survived 
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over twenty years, her death taking place on the 
old homestead in Winslow Township, in 1879. 
George N. Kennedy was the second child and 
eldest son of his parents, and was a youth of seven- 
teen years when they came to this county. When 
his father finally, on account of failing health, was 
obliged to abandon active labor, much of the care 
of the homestead devolved upon the son George. 
He plowed, sowed, harvested and transported the 
products of his labors to the Chicago market, 


bringing back each time a load of lumber or mer-- 


chandise, the trip usually consuming eleven days. 
There were then no Pullman ears, and no fashion- 
able hotels, so he settled himself comfortably in 
his wagon at night, after having eaten of the pro- 
visions he had taken with him and cooked by the 
wayside. He performed his filial duties most 
nobly, and has always resided upon the old home- 
stead. : 

The marriage of our subject with Miss Emily 
Barnes, was celebrated at the home of the bride’s 
parents, in West Point Township, Oct. 1, 1855. 
Mrs. K. was born in Geauga County, Ohio, March 
29, 1836, and remained the companion of her hus- 
band but afew months, her death taking place on 
the 9th of March, 1856. Of this marriage there 
was born one child, a son, Edward J., who is now 
in McPherson, Kan. 

The marriage of Mr. Kennedy with his present 
wife, formerly Miss Elizabeth Wright, took place 
Oct. 15, 1857, in Stockton Township, Jo Daviess 
County. She was born in Munson, Geauga Co., 
Ohio, March 7, 1834, and is the daughter of Ran- 
som and Elizabeth (Thompson) Wright, natives of 
New York, whence they removed to Ohio after 
their marriage, being among the pioneer settlers of 
Geauga County. Mr. Wright cleared a farm from 
the wilderness, but only lived to establish a com- 
fortable home for his family, his death taking 
place in 1839, when he was but thirty-seven years 
of age. Mrs. Wright came to Illinois in 1853, and 
took up her abode in Jo Daviess County, where her 
death occurred in 1868. George N. and Elizabeth 
Kennedy became the parents of six children, of 
whom the record is as follows: Emily E. is the 
wife’ of Truman Wheeier and lives in Geneva, 





Fillmore Co., Neb.; Willie Elmer died when three 


years of age; George W. lives in Fillmore County, 
Neb.; Luella F., Arthur E. and William Stewart 
are at home with their parents. Mrs. Kennedy is 
a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Mr. K. affiliates with the Republican party 
and has served as Highway Commissioner and School 
Director twenty-one years. He was Pathmaster 
and Commissioner of the township for over thirty 
years. In 1847 he commenced breaking prairie 
and followed this for about six years, working fre- 
quently with from four to seven yoke of oxen at 
one time. He was always wide-awake and am- 
bitious, and in addition to his other employments 
frequently took the contract for building sod 
fences, utilizing for this purpose the surface of the 
ground, filled with prairie grass roots, which he 
laboriously turned up from the soil with his long 
string of oxen. Although the pioneers perhaps 
were not skilled in book learning, they resorted to 
many ingenious devices to overcome the forests 
and prepare the soil for cultivation, of which the 
people of this later day know but little. Nothing 
was allowed to be wasted and one of the great 
secrets of their success was the rigid economy prac- 
ticed at every turn, and which later scientists have 
declared to be the prime principle of Nature herself 
as exhibited in the unfolding blade of grass and 
especially in the soil which gives it sustenance. 


EORGE SLOTHOWER, of Winslow Town- 
G ship, has been identified with the farming 
XT community of that section since 1867, and 
his house has long been noted as one of the pleas- 
antest places of resort in Stephenson County, being 
presided over by our subject and his estimable wife 
after the manner of the old-time hospitality and 
cheer. ‘The homestead is finely located on section 
35, and comprises seventy-three acres and a sub- 
stantial set of frame buildings. The soil has been 
carefully cultivated, the farm stock and machinery 
is of the best description, and the entire premises 
indicate the thrift and industry of the proprietor. 

Our subject is a native of Cumberland County, 
Pa., and was born April 14, 1835. His father, 
Peter Slothower, and_ his grandfather, also named 
Peter, were natives of the same State, the former 
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born in Adams County. The great-grandfatber 
was born in Germany, whence he emigrated and 
spent the last years of his life in the Keystone State. 
There he reared a family of sons and daughters, the 
most of whom came West and were among the 
early pioneers of that region. His son Peter, the 
grandfather of our subject, spent the last years of 
his life in La Fayette County, Wis. : 

Peter Slothower in early life learned the trade of 
a weaver, which he followed in his native State 
until 1842, and then, accompanied by his wife and 
six children, started in the month of May for Wis- 
consin. The entire journey was made overland 
and they carried their household goods and pro- 
visions, camping and cooking by the waysicle after 
the manner of the travelers of those days. They 
arrived in La Fayette County on the 4th of July, 
and Mr. S. first rented a tract of land, and after- 
ward made a claim of forty acres, in payment for 
which he expended all the money he possessed. 
He built a log cabin and commenced the improve- 
ment of his purchase under the disadvantage of 
distant markets and mills. The produce of the 
farmers in that section was transported to Galena 
by means of ox and horse teams, the mines in that 
vicinity furnishing a demand for the wheat and 
corn, which otherwise would have had to go even 
a greater distance to market. Oats in 1840 and 
thereabouts brought from twelve and one-half to 
twenty-five cents per bushel, and corn and wheat 
were disposed of at proportionate prices. Our 
subject, however, in common with his brother pio- 
neers found a way out of every difficulty, and in 
due time the march of progress and the building of 
railroads, rendered life easier. the profits of agri- 
culture larger, and property of greater value. Mr. 
Slothower still occupies the homestead which he 
commenced building when a young man, although 
he has now arrived at the advanced age of. eighty- 
four years, and is in the enjoyment of good health. 
He invested his surplus capital in additional real- 
estate, and was at one time the owner of 500 broad 
acres. The mother of our subject before her mar- 
riage was Miss Mary Ebard, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, and of German ancestry. She died at the 
homestead in La Fayette County, Wis., in 1872. 

Our subject was but eight years of age when his 





parents removed from Pennsylvania to Wisconsin, 
but he still remembers many of the incidents con- 
nected with the overland journey, and the boyish 
delight with which he greeted each new experience 
in passing through a wild and picturesque region 
peopled mainly by Indians and wild animals. His 
education was completed in the pioneer schools of 
La Fayette County, and he remained a member of 
the parental household, assisting in the cultivation 
of the farm until his marriage. He then purchased 
a part of the farm and remained in that locality 
until 1867, when, selling out, he came to this county 
and took possession of the land which constitutes 
his present homestead. Upon this he has effected 
great improvements, and has in all respects kept 
pace with the intelligent and progressive men 
around him. 

One of the most important steps in the life of 
our subject was his marriage with Miss Mary 
Graves, which took place at the home of the bride 
in Waddams Township, Nov. 29, 1860. Mrs. 8. 
was born near Portsmouth, Ohio, and is the daugh- 
ter of Hon. Hubbard and Cynthia (Robey) Graves 
(see sketch elsewhere). She came to this county 
with her parents when a child three years of age, 
and attended the first school taught within its lim- 
its. She attained more than ordinary proficiency 
in her studies and commenced teaching soon after 
her eighteenth birthday. Of her union with our 
subject there have been born four children, of 
whom three are living, namely: Edith, the wife of 
Henry D. Boynton, of Waddams Township; Alice, 
a teacher, and Edna, who has not yet completed 
her studies. Our subject is Republican in politics, 
and Mrs. Slothower is a worthy member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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Nf OHN L. MILLER, a retired farmer of Oneco 

| | Township, was born on the 20th of July, 
Be 1828, in Perry County, Pa. He is the son 
A of Samuel S. Miller, whose father was a 
farmer of Lancaster County, Pa., where he was 
born, spending his early days with his parents at 
home but subsequently learned the trade of a car- 
penter. At the age of twenty-five he married Miss 
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Esther Zimmerman, whose father and mother lived 
in the same place. Samuel rented his father’s farm 
after marriage and occupied it for several years. 
He then went to Perry County, Pa., and lived ona 
rented farm for several years, from thence going 
to Union County, where he worked at his trade for 
the rest of his life, dying in that county at the age 
of sixty-two years. After his death his wife lived 
in Union County two or,three years, then in Clin- 
ton County, where the family owned a house and 
lot, for two years, after which she discontinued 
keeping house and went to live with her daughter, 
Mrs. Johnson, with whom she resided ten years. 
Then for four years she lived in Clinton County, 
and in 1865 removed to Stephenson County, IIL, 
spending the last years of her life with her children, 
and dying at the age of eighty-five years. 

John L. Miller lived with his mother until one 
year before his marriage. He worked on a farm 
for monthly wages until about sixteen years of age, 
when he began an apprenticeship of one and one- 
half years at the shoemaker’s trade in Clinton 
County. He then returned to Union County and 
teamed for two years, and worked by the day for 
one year. In August, 1849, he was married to 
Miss Mary Kurts, whose people were natives of 
Lebanon County, Pa. Her father, Stephen Kurts, 
was a farmer, and married Susan Royer, a native 
of Lebanon County, in which county they spent 
the last days of their life. After his marriage Mr. 
Miller moved to Clinton County and prosecuted 
his trade of shoemaking for a period of three years. 
He then emigrated to the West, arriving in Ste- 
phenson County, Ill., in August, 1853. He located 
near Rock Grove, where he bought a house and lot 
and began the business of shoemaking. At the end 
of one year he sold out and moved onto fifteen 
acres of land near the State line, on which he built 
a house, and for ten years farmed the land and 
worked at his trade. He then lived on a rented 
farm in Wisconsin for seven years, when he sold 
his personal property and bought the farm in Oneco 
Township on which he remained until one year 
ago, when he rented it to a son and retired from 
work, Mr. and Mrs. M. have had four children: 
Mrs. W. H. Gift (see sketch elsewhere) ; Joseph T., 
who is married and occupies the homestead ; Frank- 





lin, married and living on a farm near the home 
place, and John W., who died in the fall of 1865. 
Mr. Miller has always been identified with the Re- 
publican party, as was also his father. 
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IX, ANTEL DAWS, whose name many years 
ago became familiar to the early settlers of 
wv this county, after having performed well 
his part among the busy scenes of life ina 
new section of country, and meeting with deserved 
success, is now retired from active labor, and is 
spending his declining years in Lena amid the sur- 
roundings of a tasteful and comfortable home. 
His early life was spent on the other side of the At- 
lantic, in Sussex County, England, where he was 
born June 20, 1824, on the farm of his parents, 
William and Mary (Davis) Daws, of whom asketch 
will be found in the biography of Thomas Daws on 
another page of this work. 

Our subject was early made acquainted with the 
duties and responsibilities of life, commencing to 
work for wages when a lad twelve years of age. He 
at first received but sixpence per day, which 
amount was increased as he grew older, and his 
services became more valuable. He finally re- 
ceived eighteen-pence, but from this was obliged to 
board himself. He labored thus until a youth of 
seventeen, when his father wisely decided to change 
his location, and made his preparations to emigrate 
to the New World. They took passage on a sailing- 
vessel, and after reaching American shores, pro- 
ceeded to Jefferson County, N. Y., where our sub- 
ject worked for $8 per month until 1847. In the 
fall of that year he came to this State, where his 
parents were already located, but a short time af- 
terward went up into Wisconsin. A year later he 
returned to New York and purchased a small farm 
near Cape Vincent, in the vicinity of his former 
haunts, which he retained until 1860. ‘Then selling 
out, he rejoined his father in Stephenson County, 
and worked the farm of the latter on shares. He 
finally purchased the old homestead, having been 
married in the meantime, and occupied it with his 
family until 1883, then, leaving his son in charge, 
he retired to Lena, where he has since lived in the 
enjoyment of a competency. 
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Mr. Daws was first married in the spring of 1847, 
_ to Miss Almeda Smith, a native of Theresa, N. Y. 
This lady became the mother of eight children, and 
departed this life in February, 1869. The eldest 
son, William H., is in charge of the home farm; 
James D. is following agriculture in Winslow Town- 
ship; Jane is the wife of Howard Wales, engaged 
in shoemaking in Lena; Byron lives in Iowa; 
George died when eight years of age; Mary mar- 
ried Reuben Weeks, and witb her husband lives on 
a farm in West Point Township; Lottie C. is the 
wife of Herbert Gishwiller, of West Point; Emma, 
the youngest, remains at home. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married in 1870, was formerly Miss Lizzie Lanter- 
man, who was born in Blairstown, N. J., and is the 
daughter of John and Margaret (Snover) Lanter- 
man, natives respectively of Warren and Sussex 
Counties, N. J. Mr. L. followed farming in his 
native State his entire life. and died there in Janu- 


ary 1867, when nearly eighty-four years of age. | 


The mother died in February, 1877, aged eighty- 
five. ‘The parents were married Feb. 4, 1813, and 
had a family of nine children, of whom two daugh- 
ters and six sons grew to mature years, and were all 
married and settled in comfortable homes before 
the death of the mother. With the exception of 
Mrs. Daws, they are all residents of New Jersey. 
The eldest son died in Kansas when sixty-four 
years of age. 

The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Daws, George 
Snover by name, was a native of Warren County, 
N. J., and the son of Frederick Snover, who was 
among the earliest settlers of that State. The ma- 
ternal grandmother of Mrs. D. was Catherine, the 
daughter of John and Rachel Diltz, who lived to be 
ninety-nine and ninety-eight years of age, respect- 
ively. On the other side of the house Jacob Lan- 
terman, the paternal grandfather, also a native of 
New Jersey, spent the last years of his life in War- 
ren County. His father was born in Germany, and 
left the Fatherland when a young man. Upon the 
voyage hither, he made the acquaintance of his 
future wife, and they were subsequently married in 
New Jersey. 

Mr. Daws spent the year 1856 on Grenadier Isl- 
and at the foot of Lake Ontario, where he worked 


-and was purchased by Mrs. Daws in 1880. 





afarm on shares. After coming to this county, he 
made a specialty of full-blooded Poland-China 


‘ hogs, being one of the first men to introduce that 


breed of swine into this section. The home of our 
subject and his wife in Lena, is pleasantly located, 
She is 
a lady of rare intelligence and business talents, and 
has proved in all respects the wise counselor and 
true helpmeet of her husband. ‘Too much credit 
cannot be given to the pioneer wives and mothers 
who contributed in no small degree to the building 
up of the country in the early days, and have left 
a record of which their descendants may justly be 


proud. 
NSS 


AMES H. GAMBER, of Winslow, has been 

a resident of Stephenson County since the 

spring of 1845, covering now a period of 

over forty years. He looked upon the face 
of the country in this section while it was yet 
practically unsettled, and contributed his full quota 
toward the development of its resources and the 
building up of Winslow Township. He has _ pros- 
pered in his lavors, and in his later days, in the 
ease and retirement from active labor, is enjoying 
the fruits of his early industry. 

Our subject was born in New York, April 22, 
1825. His father, Daniel Gamber, was also a na- 
tive of the Empire State, where he followed farming 
until 1830, and then removed with his family to 
Ohio. The journey was made in the winter witha 
sleigh which conveyed the family and household 
goods over a tract of country frequently unmarked 
by travel, the courageous pioneers being obliged 
to determine their bearings by blazed trees and by 
watching closely the shadows cast by the sun and 
moon. They located on a tract of timber land in 
Ashtabula County, and made it their first business 
to put up a log cabin for the shelter of the family. 
This accomplished, Daniel Gamber proceeded to 
clear the land around his cabin, and in due time had 
opened up a good-sized farm. He remained in 
Ohio until the fall of 1845 and then, longing for 
more primitive soil to conquer, pulled up stakes 
and once more started westward. He proceeded 
overland by teams, and after reaching the hounda- 
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ries of Illinois unloaded his family and household 
goods at a point near Winslow in this county, where 
they arrived after a journey of thirty-three days. 
The father was in poor health and able to labor but 
little after coming here. His death took place in 
July, 1864. He is remembered as a gentleman 
conscientious and upright in character, and was 
highly respected by his neighbors and acquaint- 
ances. : 

The mother of our subject was in her girlhood 
Miss Sarah Hunt, also a native of New York. She 
accompanied her husband in his removals to Ohio 
and Illinois and survived him six years, her death 
taking place in Winslow Township in April, 1870. 
The parental household included James H., of our 
sketch; William, now a resident of California; 
Warren, who died in Ohio, and Ozro D., a resident 
of West Point Township. 

James H. Gamber was five’ years old when his 
parents emigrated from New York to Ohio. He 
developed into manhood on the farm in the Buck- 
eye State, and was twenty years of age when his 
parents came to this county. In consequence of 
the feeble health of his father the care of the fam- 
ily principally devolved upon James H. He rented 
a tract of land, provided a shelter for the family, 
and in 1850 purchased forty acres at $5 per acre in 
Winslow Township. This he sold three years later 
at a reasonable profit and purchased ninety acres 
on another section, which he cultivated success- 
fully and occupied until 1881. He then practically 
abandoned active labor, and removing to the vil- 
lage of Winslow erected the substantial brick resi- 
dence on Hubbard street which he now occupies 
with his family. He owns 240 acres in Wright 
County, Iowa, which is tilled by his son-in-law, 
and is supplied with a good set of buildings. 

The marriage of James H. Gamber and Miss 
Mary Cox was celebrated at the home of the bride 
in Winslow Township, Nov. 22, 1849. Mrs. G. is 
a native of Jefferson County, N. Y., and was born 
in October, 1834, Her parents, James and Betsy 
(Willard) Cox, were also natives of that State, 
whence they emigrated to Wisconsin in 1843, via 
the Lakes to Kenosha, and thence overland to Wal- 
worth County, of which they were among the 
earliest pioneers. They came to this county in the 


spring of 1851 and located near Eleroy, where the 
mother died in 1865. The father is still living, 
making his home with his son at Le Sueur, Minn., 
having arrived at the advanced age of nearly 
eighty-one years. The parental family consisted 
of three children: Frank E. is a resident of Lincoln, 
Neb.; Ella A. became the wife of Henry A. White, 
a farmer of Wright County, Iowa; Tda F. married 
Crolin K. Richart, a farmer of West Point Town- 
ship. 

Mr. Gamber is serving his third term as Justice 
of the Peace, and has represented Winslow Town- 
ship in the County Board of Supervisors. He 
served as School Director nine years, and has also 
officiated as Assessor and Collector. Politically he 
is a decided Republican, and for years has been 
connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which he officiated as Class-Leader twenty-five 
years at Christian Hollow, and occupies the same 
position in the church at Winslow. He was Super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school for a number of 
years, and is now Treasurer of the same. 


ee 


\ OYAL L. MUNN, capitalist, and Grand See- 
le retary of the Grand Lodge, A. F. & A. M., 
= of the State of Illinois, was born on the Ist 
of September, 1829, in the village of Madrid, Law- 
rence Co., N. Y. His parents were Abel and 
Susannah (Barnum) Munn. The father was born 
in Massachusetts and the mother in Vermont. 
His grandfather, Daniel Munn, was born in Massa- 
_chusetts and passed -his youth in Adams County, 
Vt. He was a Captain under Ethan Allen and was 
the third man to enter Ticonderoga at the surren- 
der of the English. 

The subject of this sketch was the recipient of a 
common-school education. In 1846 he removed 
to Freeport, Ill., in order to join an elder brother, 
and there was occupied in working on a farm in 
summer, and attending school in winter. In 1849 
he attended for a year the sessions of a neighbor- 
ing select school. In 1849-50 he taught school in 
the northern part of Stephenson County, and in the 





course of the latter year established himself in 
| business in Freeport, representing several New 
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York insurance companies for the States of Illi- 
nois, Iowa, Wisconsin and Indiana. In 1853 he 
organized the first insurance company in Freeport, 
called the Stephenson Insurance Company, of 
which he became Secretary, continuing to act in 
that capacity until 1865, when he resigned on ac- 
count of continual ill-health. In 1866 he estab- 
lished a dry-goods business in partnership with 
his brother, under the style of O. V. & L. L. Munn. 
This business, subsequently made entirely his own 
by the purchase of his brother’s interest, he dis- 
posed of in 1869. In 1871 he bought a half inter- 
est in the Freeport Gas Light and Coke Company, 
which business he still carries on. In 1862 he 
became interested in real-estate operations and 
built the block known as Munn’s Building. In 
1857 the American Insurance Company-~-was or- 
ganized in Freeport, and he was closely connected 
with its organization. He was appointed to its 
Presidency in 1867 and officiated in that capacity 
until 1870, when the company removed to Chicago 
and he became one of its Directors. He is a man 
of great resources and unusual energy, and is 
widely and favorably known as an enterprising and 
indefatigable initiator of movements which have 
invariably met with great success. He was mar- 
ried in 1857 to Miss Lenora Lott, formerly a resi- 
dent of Ogle County, Ill. In 1861 he was again 
married, to Mary Louisa Hardy, of Haverhill, N. H. 

Mr. Munn united with the Masonic fraternity at 
an early age, being made a Master Mason in Ex- 
celsior Lodge No. 97, at Freeport, Oct. 27, 1853. 
He received the Capitular Degrees in Freeport 
Chapter No. 23, being exalted therein June 27, 
1856, and in the month of March, 1857, he was 
created a Knight Templar in Janesville Command- 
ery No. 2, of. Wisconsin. He united with the 
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite in April, 1864, and 
June 18, 1870, was raised to the grade of Sover- 
eign Grand Inspector General, or 33d Degree. He 
has served in official stations“ill the time and in all 
places, we think, for no one of his fellow craftsmen 
or Royal brethren can remember when he was not 
on hand, ready and willing to do his part and the 
part of anyone who was absent. As Worshipful 
Master, High Priest, Thrice Llustrious Master, 
Eminent Commander and First Officer of the re- 





spective bodies of the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, he has been an able and efficient worker. As 


| Grand High Priest and Grand Commander he was 


a wise and skillful executive officer. As President 
of the order of High Priesthood in Illinois since 
1867 he stands unequaled as a dispenser of the 
beauties of that rank. As Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of Illinois Ancient, Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons for several years past he has made 
an enviable record. In all these stations he has 
been genial and courteous. 

Among the many prominent citizens of Northern 
Illinois who are distinguished for their personal 
qualities and high moral worth none is worthier 
of a place in this portrait gallery than Loyal L. 
Munn, and we take pleasure in presenting a full- 
page picture of him on a preceding page. 
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{ pILLIAM L. BEEBE, formerly an active 
\f business man of Freeport, is now retired 

upon a competency and is passing his latter 
years in the quiet and comfort of a handsome home. 
He is a native of New York State, and was born in 
Wayne County, Feb. 9, 1812. His father, Allen 
Beebe, was a native of Rutland, Vt., and followed 
farming his. entire life. The mother, who in her 
girlhood was Miss Susan Harrington, was a native 
of New York State. The Beebe family was of 
Scotch descent. The father of our subject, in 
1837 removed from the Empire State, and accom- 
panied by his wife and two children, came to Ogle 
County, Ill, and took up a tract of Government 
land. ‘This continued in his possession the re- 
mainder of his life and he brought the soil to a fine 
state of cultivation, and put up a comfortable 
residence, with barns and all other necessary 
out-buildings., 

William L., our subject, was the fourth in the 
family, and passed his boyhood in his native county, 
receiving his education in the district school. He 
afterward served an apprenticeship at the carpen- 
ter’s trade, which, however, he worked at but little, 
preferring to employ himself at farming. After 
passing his twenty-third birthday he was united in 
marriage with Miss Sallie A. Tripp, the wedding 
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occurring at the home of the bride in Ontario 
County, June 11, 1835. Mrs. Beebe was the eldest 
of ten children, and the daughter of Thomas and 
Nancy (Stevenson) Tripp, natives respectively of 
New York State and Ireland. Our subject, after 
his marriage, rented a farm in Seneca County, N. 
Y., which he occupied until removing to Michigan, 
in 1837. In the latter State he located about ten 
miles from Ann Arbor, upon a tract of rented land, 
where he remained until 1840. He then came to 
Ogle County, Ill., and took up a tract of Govern- 
ment land near North Grove. When this came 
into market he purchased forty acres, and erected a 
small shanty which served as a shelter for his 
family five or six months. This structure was 
formed by boards set upright and a pole running 
across from two forks of a tree. The canvas cov- 
ering of their wagon served as a door to keep out 
the rain and chilly winds. Mrs. Beebe with her 
three children staid here alone while her husband 
made the necessary trips to market, which involved 
a journey of eight days to and from Chicago. The 
nights were made more lonely by the howling of 
wolves, and the days were seldom enlivened by the 
face of a white settler. It will thus be seen that 
they experienced the hardships and difficulties com- 
mon to pioneer life, but they also possessed the 
firm and courageous spirit so necessary to the time 
and place, and after the lapse of years began to 
reap a rich reward for their labor and struggles. 

Mr. Beebe prospered in the cultivation of the 
soil and wisely invested his surplus capital in addi- 
tional land until he was the possessor of 535 acres, 
In due time he brought this to a fine state of culti- 
vation, and carried off the blue ribbons year after 
year at the county fair for the excellence of his 
stock and farm produce. Later he turned his at- 
tention to the raising of fine stock, dealing in Short- 
horn cattle mostly, numbers of which he shipped 
each year and received therefrom a handsome sum 
annually. In 1863 he purchased a farm of 200 
acres in Florence ‘Township, Stephenson County, to 
which he removed, and subsequently sold the Ogle 
County farm at $50 per acre. He then removed 
into the city of Freeport, to which his farm lies ad- 
jacent and is easy of access, so that he is able to 
superintend its operations, which are now carried on 





by hired help. The old homestead is occupied by 
his son, Philip S. Mr. Beebe in 1875 purchased 
160 acres in Maryland Township, Ogle County, 
which is finely improved and provided with good 
buildings and which is now occupied by his son, 
Robert S. 

The household circle of our subject and his wife 
was completed by the birth of ten children, seven 
living—five boys and two girls. Robert S. is the 
eldest; Alex J. lives in Linn County, Iowa; Nancy 
E. is the wife of Charles H. Menzie, engineer of a 
passenger train on the St. Paul Railroad and living 
at Freeport; Clarrissa C. is the wife of John S. 
Reeves, a resident of Belle Vernon and engaged in 
the drug business; Milton B. is engaged in railroad 
construction near Freeport; Philip S. has already 
been mentioned, and Frank C., the youngest, is a 
molder by trade and a resident of Freeport. Mr. 
and Mrs. Beebe celebrated their golden wedding 
in June, 1885, at which al] their children, with the 
exception of one daughter who lives in Pennsyl- 
vania, were present. They received the congratu- 
lations of many friends and the occasion was one 
of general rejoicing. The two live by themselves 
in their handsome and comfortable home, sur- 
rounded by the friends who have known them so 
long and by whom they are held in universal es- 
teem. Mr. Beebe, early in life, was a Democrat, 
but upon the organization of the Republican party 
he voted for John C. Fremont. When the latter 
was defeated Mr. Beebe declared that he would 
never shave until Fremont was elected President 
of the United States. The result is he has a long, 
full beard of many years’ growth. 
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y OHN 8. YOUNG, of the firm of Young & 
Buss, dealers in fresh and salt meats, is a na- 
tive of Herkimer County, N. Y., where he 
was born Oct. 25, 1851. His father, James 

Young, a native of County Antrim, Ireland, was 
born June 28, 1822, and was the son of James and 
Nellie (Peacock) Young, natives of the same 
county, and of Irish ancestry. James Young, Jr., 
remained a resident of his native county until fif- 
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teen years of age, when, emigrating to America, 
he Janded at Quebec, whence he went to Toronto, 
and from there to Herkimer County, N. Y., where 
he rented a tract of land, and engaged in the dairy 
business until about i860. In the spring of that 
year he emigrated to this county, and located in 
Lena, where with his wife he spent his last years. 

The parental household of our subject’s father 
included eleven children, eight sons and _ three 
daughters, ten of whom grew to mature years. 
James, Jr., remained under the home roof until a 
youth of sixteen years, accompanying his parents 
in their several removals. After coming to this 
county he established a meat-market, which he op- 
erated successfully until the spring of 1880. He 
was married in Herkimer Cuunty, N. Y., in Janu- 
ary, 1848, to Miss Olive C. Sweet,a native of Nor- 
way, that county, and the daughter of Wanton 
Sweet, a native of Vermont. This lady became 
the mother of five children, and departed this life 
at the home of her husband in Lena, in 1856. The 
record of their family is as follows: Frances C. is 
the wife of A. P. Parsons, a resident of Lena; John 
S., of our sketch, was the second born; Helen A., 
Mrs. John Hill, lives in Butler County, Iowa; 
James and Olive are deceased, the latter dying in 
infancy. James Young, Jr., contracted a second 
marriage, in 1857, with Miss Julia Tapner, a na- 
tive of New York State, who died in December, 
1883. 

Our subject was a child of two years when his 
parents came to Illinois, and was in his fifth year 
when they became residents of Lena, which was 
then a very small town. He remained under the 
home roof, and received a practical education in 
the public schools. With the exception of one 
year spent in Wisconsin, he has been a resident of 
this county for over thirty years, and during that 
period has securely established himself in the con- 
fidence and esteem. of its people. He was married, 
in August, 1876, to Miss Elizabeth E. Pilson, a na- 
tive of Peru, Ind., and the daughter of Robert and 
Elizabeth Pilson. Of this union there were born 
six children, namely, Eva O., Maud M., Bertha E., 
Arthur L., John A. L. and Robert L. 

Mr. Young established his present business in 
1876, and five years later Mr. Buss became his 


partner. Their straightforward methods of deal- 
| ing, and their excellent judgment in the selection 
of stock, have secured them the patronage of the 
best citizens of Lena. Mr. Young has given little 
time to matters outside his calling, but when exer- 
cising the right of suffrage, casts his vote in sup- 
port of Republican principles. 
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JN ROF. JOSEPH FRICK is the Principal of 
| j the German department in the public 

schools of Freeport, Ill. He was born Jan. 
i¢ 20, 1820, at Weingarten, Kingdom of 
Wurtemberg, Germany, and was educated in that 
country, graduating from the college at Augsburg, 
Bavaria. In August, 1849, at the age of twenty- 
nine, he came to this country, where he secured 
and held a position as teacher near Buffalo, N. Y., 
for about five years. In 1854 he came West and 
located at Freeport, where he established a school 
known as the ** German Free School,” and where he 
was employed as a teacher of the English and Ger- 
man languages, and various other branches of edu- 
cation, for a period of sixteen years. In the year 
.1870 he was engaged as teacher of the German 
language in the public schools, which position he 
has since held, being Principal of this department, 
with his daughter Matilda as assistant the last five 
years. He is the oldest teacher in the city of 
Freeport, and in Stephenson County, and counts 
the highest number of years, thirty-three, in con- 
tinuous service. 

During his third of a century of service as 
teacher, the schools of this country have under- 
gone a remarkable change. At the time Prof. 
Frick landed in America, the schools in all that 
section of country west of Ohio were in their most 
primitive stage. ‘The few colleges and academies 
scattered here and there, were in their infancy, and 
institutions of learning which have since become 
noted, were then struggling for a bare existence. 
Asan enthusiastic educator, Prof. Frick has watched 
the rise and progress of educational interests in the 
West with much pride and enthusiasm, and it affords 
much satisfaction to him to know that he has given 
his best efforts to the general movement in ad- 
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vancing educational matters, as it is largely due to 
his efforts that the German branches in the public 
schools of Freeport have attained their present 
standard of excellence. Mr.-F. is still in the har- 
ness, and as enthusiastic as he was the first day he 
identified himself with the educational interests of 


Freeport. 
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EV. JACOB GROFF, a minister in good 
standing of the United Brethren Church, is 
also identified with the farming interests of 
Stephenson County, and owns a tract of 
good land on section 10, in Lancaster Township. 
It embraces 103 acres, finely. improved and well 
stocked, and supplied with suitable and substantial 
buildings... Mr. Groff has been a resident of this 
county for over forty years, having been born here 
Oct. 19, 1845, and has spent most of his life in 
Lancaster Township. His father, Godfrey Groff, 
was a native of the Kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, 
where he grew to manhood and received a good 
education. He learned the trade of a miller early 
in life, which occupation he followed for some 
years. He was married to Miss Catherine Gramm, 
a lady of his own Province, and like himself, of pure 
German ancestry. After the birth of two children 
they emigrated to the United States, in 1840, locat- 
ing first in New York State. There two more little 
ones were added to the family circle, and then the 
father decided to seek his fortunes in the more 
western country. Accordingly, in the spring of 
1844 they came to this county, locating in Lancas- 
ter Township, where the father purchased eighty 
acres of land and built up a good homestead, upon 
which he spent the remainder of his days, his death 
taking place in March, 1872. The mother is still 
living and is seventy-five years of age. She makes 
her home with her son, our subject. 

Jacob Groff was placed in school at an early age 
and completed his education in his native township. 
Here also he was married, Jan. 27, 1870, to 
Miss Catherine B. Snively. She was born in 
Franklin County, Pa., Feb. 11, 1846, and when a 
child was taken by her parents to Washington 
County, Md., where she was reared and educated. 
Subsequently they came to Illinois and settled in 








Lancaster Township, where the mother died in 
1872. The father followed five years later, his 
death taking place in Page County, Iowa, in Jan- 
uary, 1877. Of the children of Henry H. and Cather- 
ine (Bonebrake) Snively, twelve in number, five are 
now living. The parents of both Mr. and Mrs. 
Groff were connected with the Mennonite Church. 
Our subject and his wife became the parents of 
nine children, of whom three are deceased, namely, 
Bertha D., Walter J. and William H. Those sur- 
viving are Mery A., Catherine E., Arthur J., Fan- 
nie M., Cora E. and Ralph E., all at home with 
their parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Groff since their marriage have re- 
sided most of the time at their present home. Our 
subject became connected with the United Brethren 
Church Feb. 1, 1866, and received his license as 
an exhorter in May, 1875, and as a local minister 
in 1879. He assumed charge of a circuit by-ap- 
pointment of the Annual Conference, Sept. 19, 
1884, and two years later took charge of his pres- 
ent itinerant circuit, consisting of the churches at 
Winneshiek, Berlin, Union and Bethel, represent- 
ing Stephenson and Winnebago Counties, and in- 
cluding a membership of eighty-three. He has 
been successful as a minister and won an enviable 
reputation as a church worker and pulpit orator. 
He was formerly a Republican in politics but now 
labors entirely with the Prohibitionists. He has 
served as Collector of Lancaster Township, and is 
closely identified with the various movements hav- 
ing in view the welfare and progress of the com- 
munity. 


' most extensive land-owners of Stephenson 

County, has been identified with its busi- 
ness interests for over thirty years, and has been 
remarkably prosperous in his undertakings in life. 
He has been the representative of important in- 
terests, and in all the positions which he has occu- 
pied, has acquitted himself with credit and in such 
a manner as to secure the respect and confidence 
of his fellow-citizens. Upon coming to this county 
he was first employed as an architect and builder, 
in which profession he had become more than or- 
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dinarily proficient in his native Kingdom of Sax- 
ony, where he spent his childhood and youth, and 
where his birth took place April 21, 1821. 

The father of our subject, Jacob Rosenstiel, was 
also anative of Saxony, and of excellent ancestry, 
who were not far removed from the nobility. He 
occupied a Government position for a number of 
years, and retained his situation as Superintendent 
of a large estate for a long period and until de- 
ciding to emigrate to the United States. The 
mother of our subject was, in her girlhood, Miss 
Dora Schietmeister, who also descended from ex- 
cellent ancestry and, like her husband, had been 
finely educated in her native Saxony. They be- 
came the parents of five sons and one daughter, and 
after the birth of these, continued residents of Ste- 
phenson County the remainder of their lives. 

The subject of this sketch, like his parents be- 
fore him, received an excellent education, com- 
pleting his studies in the High School, and afterward 
taking a thorough course in architecture. He be- 
came an expert in his chosen profession, and was 
released from military duty upon the condition 
that he would emigrate to the United States and 
secure not less than 1,000 specimens of its native 
minerals and animals and convey them back to 
Saxony. For each of these he was to receive $1. 
He executed his commission with satisfaction to 
all concerned, and sent his collections across the 
water. 

Mr. Rosenstiel, upon landing in this country, 
was twenty-four years of age, and after completing 
the business we have spoken of, located in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. ‘Thence he went to Wheeling, W. Va., 
where he was engaged considerably as a contractor, 
afterward removing to Sunfish, Ohio, where he was 
joined by his father and mother with the rest of 
their family. They all then came to Lllinois, locat- 
ing in Winslow Township, Stephenson County, by 
request of a friend who had preceded them to this 
locality. Not long afterward, however, they re- 
moved to Freeport, our subject finally purchasing 
1,200 acres of land adjacent to the city limits of 
Lena, and afterward became the owner of 620 acres 
in Silver Creek Township, which he brought toa 
good state of cultivation. He made his home for 
a time in Freeport, and became quite extensively | 





engaged as an architect, builder and contractor, 
being thus employed from 1845 to 1868. During 
that time he had superintended the erection of 
some of the best buildings in the city, which still 
remain, a monument to his genius and skill. For 
a time after the date last mentioned he resided on 
his farm in Silver Creek Township. He erected 
the first woolen-mills in the city of Freeport, and 
has been connected with the building of most of 
the mills established in this section. In 1859 he 
was elected Vice President of the State Board of 
Agriculture, with which he was connected nine- 
teen years. He also served as President of the 
Stephenson County Agricultural Society for a pe- 
riod of six years. In 1872 he erected an immense 
sugar refinery, with a capacity of fifty tons per day, 
the largest factory in the West. In this enterprise 
were associated with him Jacob Bunn, of Spring- 
field, and J. I. Case, of Racine, Wis. The agree- 
ment was that Mr. Bunn should draw up the con- 
tract, but unfortunately for the other partners, who 
held quarter shares, this important part of the busi- 
ness was neglected. Through mismanagement on 
the part of those to whom great responsibilities had 
been entrusted, failure followed, and five years 
later the works were abandoned. Mr. Rosenstiel 
then turned his attention to farming and _ stock- 
raising, in which he met with remarkable success, 
and was in time enabled to fully repair his losses. 

The residence of Mr. Rosenstiel, built of stone, 
is one of the finest structures in Stephenson County, 
standing in the midst of natural and ornamental 
trees, and presenting to the eye of the passer-by a 
picture most pleasing to contemplate. The home 
is located on section 4, Silver Creek Township, and 
not far from the city limits of Freeport. The pro- 
prietor is popular among the people of that section, 
and exerts a considerable influence in local politics. 
He offliciates as Elder and Trustee of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, of which his estimable wife is also a 
member in good standing. Mr. Rosenstiel uni- 
formly votes with the Republican party. 

The marriage of our subject was celebrated in 
this county Oct. 5, 1843, the maiden of his choice 
being Miss Annie C. Gillman, and the officiating 
minister, Rev. Schitz, of Freeport. Mrs. R. is a 
native of Union County, Pa., and was born Feb. 
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27, 1827. Her father, Daniel Gillman, was a 
farmer by occupation, and the family is of English 
and German ancestry, one of the first representa- 
tives in this country (her grandfather) being a 
signer of the Declaration of Independence. Daniel 
Gillman came to Illinois with his family in 1841, 
and built up a good. home in Lena Township, 
where he lived to the advanced age of eighty years. 
The mother, formerly Miss Katie Linn, preceded 
her husband to the silent land. Their children 
were carefully trained but received a limited edu- 
cation. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenstiel became the par- 
ents of five children: Matilda, the wife of Dr. H. 
P. Cary, with her husband, died in Beloit, Wis.; 
Oliver married Miss Grace Hewitt, and is farming 
in Florence Township; Louisa is the wife of H. 
Stephenson, and they are living near Jacksonville, 
Ill.; Jerome married Miss Julia Byers, daughter of 
Rev. Byers, and resides in Freeport; Howard re- 
mains on the home farm. Miss Grace Cary, a 
granddaughter, the child of Dr. and Mrs. Cary, be- 
fore mentioned, makes her home with our subject. 
Mr. Rosenstiel was one of the first Supervisors of 
Silver Creek Township, and has filled various other 


offices. 
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OHN SWANZEY is a descendant of the 
Swanzeys who trace their ancestry back to 
the seventeenth century. The family was 
first known in this country in Cumberland 

County, Pa. Our subject’s great-grandfather, Jobn 
Swanzey by name, had a son William, who lived 
in Cumberland County, Pa., until after his mar- 
riage and the birth of some of his children, when 
he went to Centre County, Pa., and there made 
settlement. He was one of the first to settle in 
that then wilderness. He lived and died there, the 


_ county only becoming fairly settled during his life- 


time. He was born April 25, 1746, and died in 
1824. William H. Swanzey was a successful farmer, 
who improved his land and left a large farm. He 
had married a lady of Cumberland County, Pa., by 
the name of Ann Lusk. Their marriage took placa 
June 28, 1774. She died in Centre County, Pa., 
about the beginning of the present century. 

To William Swanzey and wife were born nine 





children, of whom the father of our subject, Han- 
aniah, was the youngest, and was born in Centre 
County, Pa., Feb. 14, 1796. He was reared and 
educated there and was married, Jan. 1, 1818, to 
Miss Sarah Harbison, who was a native of Centre 
County. She came of Irish descent and was 
born Sept. 27, 1794, and grew to womanhood in her 
native county. Hananiah Swanzey and his wife 
came to Illinois in 1852 with part of their family, 
and settled in Ridott Township, Stephenson County, 
where their son, the subject of this history, had 
preceded them in 1846. They made their home 
with him until their death, which took place July 
21, 1858, and Dee. 27, 1857, respectively. The 
parents were representative people in Pennsylvania, 
and were respected by all who knew them. A fine 
example of filial regard is shown by the tender care 
and solicitude of their son John, in sheltering 
them during their last days. The parents were 
Presbyterians, and were consistent members of that 
church. ‘The father believed in the abolition of 
slavery, but was a Democrat in politics. 

Mr. John Swanzey, of whom we write, was born 
near the village of Jacksonville, Centre Co., Pa., 
Feb. 17, 1819. He was reared there to farm life 
and received only a common-school education, but 
being of studious habits, and a close observer, he 
obtained a practical knowledge that has served him 
to good purpose. After he grew to manhood, he 
left the Keystone State, turning his face toward 
the setting sun, and brought up in the great 
commonwealth of Illinois, establishing himself in 
Ridott Township. At first he entered eighty acres 
of Government land. ‘This was in 1847, and by 
1850 he had made the wild rose blossom out of the 
wilderness. In 1852 he had improved his land 
and built his residence, which was the best building 
in the township at that time. The new frame 
building was really elegant, and contrasted smartly 
with the rude surrounding structures. He has 
since made this his home, and has increased his 
original holding, until he now has 277 acres of 
finely cultivated land on sections 10,15 and 4. He 
has good farm buildings. 

Mr. S. was married Sept. 18, 1849, in Freeport, 
lll, to Miss Catharine Smith. She was born in 
Northumberland County, Pa., Sept. 18, 1828, was 
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educated in her native county, and is the daughter 
of John Smith, who died in Ohio. Mrs. ‘Swanzey 
lost her mother, whose maiden name was Anna 
Murray, when she was only six years of age, and 
subsequently came to Illinois with an aunt in 1845, 
and was living in Ridott Township when she met 
her husband. She is the mother of five children, 
viz: Lucretia, who is the wife of Joseph Hunt, a 
farmer in Hardin County, Iowa; William, who is 
cultivating one of his father’s farms in Ridott 
Township, and owns besides 160 acres in Franklin 
County, Iowa; Clara J., living at home; Lucius 
M., cultivating the father’s homestead, and Mary 
A. B., residing with her parents. 

The two sons were licensed to teach in the public 
schools of Stephenson County, and followed the 
calling of educators fora few years. The children 
all had a good education, having attended school 
at Freeport, Rockford and Champaign, Ill. Mr. 
Swanzey and his family are types of the rugged and 
sturdy earlier members of the Presbyterian Church, 
and worship at Freeport. Mr. Swanzey is at 
present an Elder in his church. He has held nearly 
every office in the township, from Supervisor down, 
and in politics is a stanch Republican. Mr. 
Swanzey has in his possession an old pocket-book 
made in 1761, and originally owned by his grand- 
father, William Swanzey. It is quite a family relic. 
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JA, AVID W. HAYES, Supervisor of West 
Point Township, has been a highly re- 
spected citizen of Stephenson County for 
a period of thirty-three years. His birth 

took place in Lewis Township, Northumberland 
Co., Pa., Sept. 6, 1829. His father. John Hayes, 
is supposed to have been a native of Virginia. He 
located in Northumberland County, Pa., however, 
early in life, and died in Lewis Township in 1842, 
when his son, David W., was but. a lad of thirteen 
years. 

The mother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Wilhelmina Giltner, a native of Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, and when her husband died was left with a 
family of thirteen children. She was a woman of 
more than ordinary ability, however, and wisely 





kept her family together until they were old enough 
to take care of themselves. She remained upon 
the homestead in Lewis Township until her death, 
in 1878, after she had arrived at the ripe old age 
of eighty-five years. 

Young Hayes attended school in his native town- 
ship during the winter seasons, and the rest of the 
year assisted in the labors on the farm, remaining 
with his mother until after reaching his majority. 
When twenty-six years of age he left the Keystone 
State, and coming to this county engaged as a car- 
penter. which trade he had learned in his native 
town, and followed there for six or seven years. 
After observing in this region the success of the 
farming community and the rich resources of the 
country, he determined to branch out into agricult- 
ure, and commenced buying stock and shipping to 
the Chicago market. The results of this venture 
were such that he has continued in this line of busi- 
ness until this time. In 1863 he purchased a tract 
of timber land from which he cut the trees, where 
his home now stands, and in 1868 erected a fine 
brick residence, past which Center street now runs, 
and which is intersected in that vicinity by Albert 
street. The mansion, remarkably well preserved, 
remains one of the cherished landmarks of a past 
decade, and is still one of the most imposing dwell- 
ings in that section, built perhaps more substantially 
than those of the present day. 

Mr. Hayes was first married in 1859 to Miss 
Hannah J. Corning, who was born in New Hamp- 
shire, and was the daughter of Warren and Eliza- 
beth (Butler) Corning, also natives of the Old 
Granite State, whence they removed early in life 
to Illinois, locating in Jo Daviess County. Of 
this union of our subject there were born six chil- 
dren, namely: Hattie and Kittie, twins, the former 
married to John Hernig, engaged in the hardware 
business at Lena; Wilhelmina is the wife of George 
Selvig, also a resident of Lena; Charles W. and 
Jennie J. remain with their father; one babe died 
unnamed. The mother of these children departed 
this life on the 22d of March, 1880. Mr, Hayes 
in July, 1882, was married to Mrs. Hannah M. 
(Kaufman) Gable, widow of John Gable. Of this 
marriage there is one child only, a son, Winfield 
Wilson. Mr. and Mrs. Hayes are active members 
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of the Presbyterian Church, and politically Mr. H. 
casts his vote with the Democratic party. He was 
elected Supervisor in 1886, and was re-elected the 
spring following. He has served as School Director 
nine years, and for the last twelve years has been a 
member of the Town Council. In 1887 he aban- 
doned the more active pursuits of agriculture, and 
purchasing a stock of hardware established himself 
in business at Lena, where he has built up a good 
patronage among its most reliable people, and where 
he continues to enjoy the respect of all who know 


him. 


\@ EWTON F. BAILEY is a successful farmer, 
QD living on section 7, in Kent Township. 

His parents were Samuel and Diantha 
(Chaddock) Bailey. The father was born at Mar- 
cellus, Onondaga Co., N. Y., June 30, 1806, and 
the mother in Middlebury, Wyoming Co., N. Y. 
They were married in the latter place in 1840, 
and came at once to Stephenson County, this State, 
Mr. Bailey having visited this county some years 
previously. They settled in the township of Kent, 
where they lived until 1855, removing thence to 
Lena, where the father died Dec. 27, 1886. The 
mother still resides in Lena. 

Our subject, an only child, was born in Kent 
Township May 13. 1847, and attended the common 
schools up to about sixteen years of age, when he 
entered Mt. Carroll Seminary, studying there two 
years. He then attended for two years the Mid- 
dleburg Academy at Wyoming, N. Y., after which 
he returned to his home in Kent Township, where 
he has since resided. 

Mr. Bailey has always been engaged in agricult- 





ural pursuits, bringing to his aid the excellent edu- | 


cation which he received. He is the owner of 
nearly 132 acres of land, i00 acres of which are 
well improved. He was married in Wyoming 
County, N. Y., Aug. 30, 1868, to Miss Antoinette 
Wilson, daughter of Ira Wilson, Jr., and Susan 
(Brainard) Wilson, who were natives of New York 
State, of New England parentage. Mrs. Bailey was 
born in Wyoming County, N. Y., March 18, 1847. 

Mr. 


* country. 


“years took passage for this country. 


| for himself on Galena street near Chicago. 
and Mrs. Bailey are the parents of four | 
children: Samuel W., born April 18, 1870; Eva | on Stephenson street, and remained there 


M., born April 2, 1872; Etta V., born Jan. 29, 
1874; Ward E., born March 18, 1880. Mr. Bailey 
has held the office of Township Clerk seven years, 
and that of Collector one year. He and his wife 
and daughters are members of the Baptist Church, 
and in politics, Mr. Bailey is a Republican. 
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Wi OHN HOEBEL, Vice President of the Ger- 
man Insurance Company, of Freeport, ex- 
pired at his residence in that city March 22, 
1887. He was emphatically a self-made 
man. Whatever he set out to do he accomplished, 
and it may well be said that his life was an active 
one. He was born in Rhenish Bavaria Nov. 27, 
1825, but spent only a few years of his life in that 
He heard of the great country beyond 
the ocean, called America and, imbued with the 
desire to do something in life, he bid farewell to 
home and Fatherland, and at the age of fourteen 
He made the 
trip alone, and did not know a soul in this land of 
promise when he arrived. A year or two after- 
ward his parents crossed the ocean with the re- 
mainder of his family. Logansport, Ind., was the 
home of the Hoebels for a short time before they 
arrived in Stephenson County, which was in Au- 
gust, 1842. The trip was made in a wagon, and 
several days were occupied in coming over the 
then sparsely settled country. The first man he 
spoke to on coming to Freeport was Mr. Hettinger, 
President of the German Bank and German Insur- 
ance Company, who was then engaged in manu- 
facturing and repairing wagons on a small scale. 
The gentlemen continued friends from that day. 
The Hoebels settled on a farm in Silver Creek 
Township, the subject of this sketch applying him- 
self to the trade of shoemaker, at which he worked 
for several years. In 1845 he went to the city of 
Galena, and remained there a few years, working 
industriously at his trade. Upon his return to Ste- 
phenson County, he went to work for a shoemaker 
named Bochine, and afterward started in business 
He also 
building 
until he 


engaged in the same business in a frame 














o> 
448 














STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








entered the employ of Mr. Frederick Bartlet, a 
hardware dealer, continuing with him eight or ten 
years. He then went into the saloon business, and 
conducted ‘that successfully for about eighteen 
years, when he sold out to Cadwell & Franz, his 
desire being to spend the balance of his years in 
quietude. Shortly afterward he purchased the 
Johnson residence, on Galena avenue, in which 
house he passed away. 

In his early days Mr. Hoebel took an active part 
in politics. In 1857 he was elected Alderman for 
the Third District, serving for two years. In 1862 
John O’Connell resigned the seat he held in the 
City Council, and the people of this ward again 
elected John Hoebel an Alderman, H. D. Meachem 
being Mayor at that time. In 1865 he was the 
City Treasurer of Freeport, and in all these posi- 
tions he served with credit to himself and the city, 
and it has often been said that he made one of the 
best Aldermen that ever served the city. He was 
an enthusiastic citizen on the subject of public im- 
provements, and during his administration he did 
much good for the fire department especially. He 
was one of the first members of the old Torent 
Company, and was appointed with D. B. Schulte to 
go to Chicago in 1862, purchasing at that time, for 
$1,200, the hand-engine that for so many years 
served for extinguishing fires. 

Mr. H. belonged to the I. O. O. F., becoming a 
member of the order while at Galena, and after- 
ward joining Winneshiek Lodge No. 30, of this 
city, which was organized in 1847. In 1857 he 
was one of the charter members of Freeport Lodge 
No. 239, and was also one of the persons who 
chartered Stephen A. Douglas Encampment. in 
1869. He had beena Noble Grand, and also had 
the honor of being a representative to the Grand 
Lodge of the State. as well as being twice chosen 
to represent Freeport Lodge in the Grand Encamp- 
ment. The Saengerbund, of which John Hoebel 
was one of the most enthusiastic supporters, was 
organized in 1856. The German, the most popu- 
lar insurance company organized in this part of the 


He had great faith in its future, and for many 
years had the honor of being its Vice President, 
holding this position at the time of his death. ‘The 





country, has a stanch supporter in John Hoebel. | 





career of Mr. Hoebel was identified with the growth 
and development of the city through all the hopes 
and vicissitudes of its pioneer life. Few men have 
enjoyed home life better than did he. As a hus- 
band he was kind and affectionate, and no father 
could be more considerate to his children. 

Mr. Hoebel was married, in 1848, to Miss Catha- 
rine Baier, sister of ex-Alderman Baier. They had 
five children, two sons and three daughters, as fol- 
lows: Mrs. Frederick Lakemacher, Philip H., Mrs. 
H. J. Mook, Miss Margaret Hoebel and Master 
John Hoebel. Mrs. J. M. Spratler, of Freeport, is 
his sister, his brothers being Jacob Hoebel, Hon. 
Louis Hoebel, a banker of Syracuse, Neb., and 
Philip Hoebel, a merchant at Blairstown, Iowa. 


PTR RIE 


ENRY DORMAN, of the firm of Bergman 
fA & Dorman, dealers in agricultural imple- 
I nents, horses, cattle and hogs, and also con- 

6 nected with a well-known livery stable in 
Freeport, is one of the most prominent and wide- 
awake citizens. He is yet in the prime of life and 
has already established himself as a thriving busi- 
ness man, with the prospect of a competency in the 
near future. 

Mr. Dorman is a fine representative of the Ger- 
man race, numbers of whom made their way to this 
State during its earliest settlement and are num- 
bered among its most valued citizens. He was 
born in Germany, Dec. 23, 1846, and is the second 
son of Christian and Elizabeth (Slaperfend) Dor- 
man, who immigrated to America in 1855, when 
our subject was a child three years of age. After 
a brief stay in the city of New York, they came 
directly to this State, and Christian Dorman se- 
cured possession of a tract of land in Ogle County. 
In due time he had established a comfortable 
home, where our subject was reared and received a 
common-school education. After he reached man- 
hood, his parents came with their family to Free- 
port, and Henry soon afterward established himself 
as a dealer in agricultural implements, forming a 
partnership with Mr. Bergman in 1872. The busi- 
ness has been conducted in a manner highly credit- 
able to its projectors, and their transactions extend 
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throughout this county and the southern part of 
Wisconsin. They carry a large and-selected stock 
and are leaders in this trade in this locality. The 
brick building which they occupy is two stories in 
height, with an ample basement, a part of which is 
used to accommodate the horses of their livery 
business. This department is also in all respects in 
keeping with the taste and means of the proprie- 
tors. Their carriages and buggies are of the latest 
improved pattern, and their stock comprises a first- 
class breed of horses. Of these they keep on hand 
about thirty-five, part for livery usage and part for 
sale purposes. Their animals are selected in differ- 
ent States with an eye to speed and symmetry, and 
they ship each year numbers as far Kast as Phila- 
delphia and sometimes North to Michigan. 

After establishing himself in business and feeling 
justified in assuming domestic duties, Mr. Dorman 
was united in marriage with Miss Laura C. John- 
son, at the home of the bride in Carroll County, in 
1873. This union resulted in the birth of four 
children, three sons and one daughter, whom they 
named respectively, Franklin, Alice, Benjamin and 
Harry. ‘They enjoy the society of a large circle of 
friends. and acquaintances. 

Mr. Dorman is quite prominent in political af- 
“fairs in this section, and votes the straight Repub- 
lican ticket. He has officiated as Supervisor for two 
terms, and is Chairiuan of the Republican Central 
Committee, which has supervision of the political 
affairs of the county. 


FT UAOMAS DAWS. A large proportion of the 
6 pioneers of Stephenson County came from 
across the sea, and from their experience in 
the mother country were admirably calculated to 
contend with the difficulties of life on a new con- 
tinent. They have properly placed themselves 
among our best and most reliable citizens, and can 
boast an ancestry of which they may well be proud 
as having possessed the stern and sturdy character 
so necessary to success On a strange soil and in an 
undeveloped country. 
The youth and early manhood of our subject 
were passed among the hills of Sussex County, 





England, where he imbibed healthy morals and was 
trained by his excellent parents to habits of in- 
dustry and economy. His birth took place Jan. 
24, 1815. . His father, William Daws, and _ his 
grandfather, Frank Daws, were natives of the same 
locality, the latter being a farmer and gardener, 
and spending his entire life in the rural districts. 
William Daws also followed agriculture in En-~ 
gland until 1841, and on the 7th of May of that 
year bade adieu to old friends and associations and 
embarked with his family for the New World. 
After a voyage of eight weeks on a sailing-vessel 
they landed in Quebec, Canada, and from there at 
once proceeded westward to Jefferson County, N. 
Y. The father of our subject followed farming 
there for three years, and then started for the 
West, which journey was made partly by the Lakes 
and partly overland. He first located in Rock 
County, Wis., but a year later, not being satisfied 
with the outlook in that vicinity, he hired a team 
and came to this county, the family having pre- 
ceded him six months. He worked land on shares 
two years, and in the meantime made a claim on 
section 31 of what is now West Point Township, 
but of which he did not take possession till 1847. 
Afterward he brought his land to a good state of 
cultivation and remained there until retiring from 
active labor. Finally he removed to Lena, where 
his death took place Feb. 3, 1870. The mother 
of our subject in her maidenhood was Miss Mary 
Davis, also born in Sussexshire. She came to this 
country with her husband and family, and died at 
Lena March 23, 1867. Of her marriage with 
William Daws there were born six children, one 
dying in infancy. Four sons and one daughter 
came with them to America, locating in Stephenson 
County, Ill. 

Thomas Daws, of our sketch, the eldest child of 
his parents, was reared to farming pursuits and 
early became acquainted with the duties and re- 
sponsibilities of life, as his father possessed but 
modest means, and the children’s labor was made 
available at an early age. He was married in his 
native county, in 1837, to Miss Charlotte Neves, 
also a native of that county, and born Jan. 11,1818, 
Mr. Daws remained in England until the spring of 
1841, when in company with his father’s family he y 
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set sail for the United States, having then three 
children. After leaving Quebec they went up into 
New York, whence after three years Mr. Daws came 
to this county and made a claim to the land which 
constitutes his present homestead. Although not 
considering it advisable to settle upon it at once, 
he determined to remove his family to this vicinity, 
and accordingly returned to Wisconsin for that 
purpose. ‘The household goods were loaded on a 
wagon, and witha team of oxen they set out, follow- 
ing a track across the unbroken prairie, and in due 
time, after a journey of three days. reached their 
destination. Mr. Daws,as soon as possible, pro- 
vided a shelter for his family, and rented a tract of 
land not far from his purchase. In the fall of 
1845, he erected a small log cabin upon the land, 
to which he had now obtained a title, and com- 
menced its cultivation. He has had an intimate 
acquaintance with the difficulties and hardships of 
pioneer life, but has prospered in his labors and 
now possesses a good homestead, including 120 
acres conveniently laid off for grain fields and pasture 
lands. The first humble dwelling has been re- 
placed by a modern frame structure, while his barns 
and other buildings are of substantial character 
and well adapted to the purposes for which they 
are intended. Upon the farm there is a good 
orchard, and around the residence choice fruit and 
shade trees. Mr. Daws, in 1862, purchased forty 
acres of good land in Kent Township, and has also 
a quarter section in Guthrie County, Iowa. He 
has given considerable attention to the breeding 
of swine, being one of the first men to introduce 
the full-blooded Poland-Chinas into this section. 
His pork product each year yields him a handsome 
sum, and at the county fairs he invariably carries 
off a large share of the blue ribbons. 

Of the twelve children born to our subject and 
his wife the record is as follows: Thomas is farm- 
ing in Howard County, Iowa, of which State Ann, 
the wife of B. F. Wire, is also a resident, living on 
a farm with her husband in Guthrie County; 
Henry is farming in West Point Township. These 
three were born in England. Alfred is with his 
brother and sister in Iowa; Sarah married Eliab 
Meyers, and lives in Shelby County, Iowa; Mar- 
garet, the wife of Aaron Kleckner, lives with her 





husband in Kent Township; Carrie, Mrs. Silas 
Graves, Elias and Charles are in Shelby County, 
Iowa; Ida married Harry Royal, of West Point 
Township; Martha and Retta died in early childhood, 
and were laid away by their sorrowing parents in 
the cemetery near the homestead, 
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i_. ENRY BRICK, a German who possesses all 
the virtues and steady character of the 
Teutonic race, was born in the old country, 
and like so many emigrants to the New 
World, has won success in this land of freedom. 
He lives on sections 19 and 20, in Ridott Town- 
ship. 

Henry Brick is a son of John Brick, of Hesse- 
Darmstadt, Germany, who came to the United 
States, accompanied by his wife and four children, 
in 1857. Our subject was the youngest of three 
sons. The mother’s maiden name was Catharina 
Craig, who succumbed to the discomforts and ex- 
haustion of the voyage over, and dicd of cholera 
in Chicago soon after the family’s arrival in this 
country. The father and children came to Ste- 
phenson County and first lived in Freeport, thence 
going to Ridott and from there to Silver Creek 
Township. After eight years Mr. Brick came to 
Ridott Township, where he purchased 100 acres of 
land on the same section where he now lives. 
Working diligently, he gradually turned his farm 
into well-cultivated fields, and erected substantial 
buildings. Then, thinking it was time to get mar- 
ried, he selected a frugal country-woman, named 
Miss Christiana L. Nauman, who was burn in Prus- 
sia, Germany, and came to this country with her 
father, who, after living here two years, returned 
to Germany and there died. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brick have had four children, one 
of whom is dead. The living ones are William, 
Emma and Henry. The deceased child was named 
Cornelia, and died at the interesting age of six 
years. Mr. Brick and wife are members of the 
Lutheran Church, and their married life is very 
happy. 

Mr. Brick was a defender of his adopted coun- 
try, enlisting in the army in 1864 in Co. I, 44th 
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lll. Vol. Reg., which formed part of Gen. Thomas’ 
command. He performed his duty as a soldier in 
a creditable manner, participating in a number of 
engagements with the enemy. One notable battle 
which he helped to fight was that of Nashville, 
Tenn., where, notwithstanding he was in the thick- 
est of the fray, he escaped uninjured. The war 
closed in 1865, and with its ending Mr. Brick re- 
ceived his honorable discharge. He is an industri- 
ous farmer and has won the esteem of his neighbors. 
In politics he has independent views, not being 
swayed by the passions of the hour. 


Hy ~ For IO otbom 


ENJAMIN J. HOLLEY, one of the familiar - 


figures of West Point Township, is in 
possession of a good farm finely located on 
sections 86 and 1. He came to the Prairie 
State in 1844, and first entered land in Lake 
County, thirty-three miles from what was then the 
unimportant town of Chicago. He did not, how- 
ever, take up his abode there until two years later, 
when he erected a frame shanty of which he took 
possession and began to cultivate the soil. His 
produce was marketed at Chicago and Waukegan, 
but he was not quite satisfied with his prospects in 
that locality and in 1853 came to this county and 
purchased 206 acres of land on sections 36 and 1, 
West Point Township. A part of the land was 
broken, but there were no buildings. He put up 
a frame house 16x24 feet in dimensions, which he 
occupied with his family until 1868, and then with 
his accumulated means superintended the erection 
of a substantial brick dwelling which was the admir- 
ation of all the people around. ‘This with its later 
improvements constitutes the valuble family home- 
stead, which could scarcely be purchased with 
money. The improvements are of a first-class de- 
scription, including a commodious and substantial 
barn, with good out-buildings and all the machinery 
required by the modern agriculturist. 
also a fine assortment of live-stock. 
The subject of this history was born in Hartford, 
Washington Co., N. Y., Sept. 1, 1820. His father, 
Benjamiu Holly, Sr., a native of Preston, Conn., 


There is 





was born in 1788, and his grandfather, familiarly 
known as Squire John Holley, was of English par- 
entage, but it is supposed was also a native of New 
England. In about 1790. the latter removed with 
his family to the Western frontier, which at that 
time was Washington County, N. Y. There was 
not even a carriage road and the journey was made 
with pack horses. Squire Holley settled in what is 
now the town of Hartford, where he cleared a farm 
from the wilderness, which he occupied until rest- 
ing from his earthly labors. The grandparents 
reared a family of sons and daughters, among 
whom was Benjamin, Sr., the father of our subject. 
He was trained, like his brothers, to habits of in- 
dustry and economy, and early in life secured his 
independence by learning the trade of a carpenter, 
at which he worked and received good wages, being 
a mechanic of more than ordinary skill. He in- 
vested his savings in a tract of partly improved 
land which is now occupied by the town site of 
Hartford, and in connection with his carpenter 
work cultivated his farm and built up a comforta- 
ble home. He lived to the ripe old age of four- 
score and seven, and passed away amidst the 
regrets of a community which had yielded him 
profound respect in consideration of the worthy 
life which he had ever presented before them. The 
wife and companion of his early manhood was, be- 
fore her marriage, Miss Eunice Weatherbee. She 
died on the old homestead near Hartford previous 
to the decease of her husband, in the sixty-fourth 
year of her age. Of their eleven children, seven 
grew to mature years: Rebecca became the wife of 
Edmund Vaughn, and died in Kingsbury, Washing- 
ton County; Daniel, now eighty years of age, is liv- 
ing at Ft. Ann, N. Y.; Lucy became the second wife 
of her brother-in-law, Edmund Vaughn, and died 
at Hartford in middle life; James died in Lockport, 
N.Y.,aged about sixty-four years; Betsey, the wife 
of Caleb Hendershot, died in Michigan when fifty 
years old; Benjamin J., of our sketch, is the next 
eldest living; Richard occupies the old homestead 
in Washington County. 

The subject of our sketch remained a member of 
the parental household until he was twenty-two 
years old and then commenced life for himself, 
working out for from $9 to $12 per month, His 
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life subsequently, after coming to this State, we 
have already indicated. In January, 1843, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary Holbrook, a 
native of his own town and his playmate in child- 
hood. Of this union there are two children living 
—George M. and Alice E. Mr. H. and his wife 
for many years have been earnest and active mem- 
bers of the Baptist Church, with which he united 
when nineteen years old, and of which his estima- 
ble wife became a member when sixteen. He cast 
his first Presidential vote for John P. Hale, and 
upon the dissolution of the old Whig party, wheeled 
into the Republican ranks and has been loyal to 
that party ever since, He was a great admirer of 
Gen. John Fremont. Mr. Holley has always taken 
a lively interest in the welfare of his township 
and community, and has served as Commissioner 
of Highways and as School Director. He was con- 
nected with the West Point Township Insurance 
Company for a number of years. His life has been 
a useful and busy one, and he has been far happier 
with continuous employment than with any life of 
idleness which he could picture. The pioneers do 
not take kindly to the fashions and extravagances 
of the present but instinctively follow the old and 
simple habits of industry, honesty and contentment. 
Mr. Holley has added to his first purchase until he 
is now the owner of 270 acres of choice land in one 


body. 
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'OSEPH S. SHOEMAKER, the present popu- 
lar and efficient Supervisor of Lancaster 
Township, was born in the city of Phila- 
delphia, Feb. 1, 1854. When but two years 

of age he accompanied his parents to Covington, 
Miami Co., Ohio. Eight years later the family 
settled in Randolph County, Ind., but being yet 
dissatisfied, in the fall of 1863 they all came to 
Illinois and settled permanently in Lancaster ‘Town- 
ship. Joseph S. was an energetic and progressive 
boy, and by dint of indomitable will in school 
and out of school, he acquired a very good edu- 
cation, which he has since utilized in keeping 
thoroughly posted on the current events of the 
day. Mr. Shoemaker from boyhood made it a rule 
that whatever was worth doing at all should be 
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well done, and during life he has adhered to this 
excellent rule, and to it attributes his success in 
life. On Dee. 6, 1877, Mr. Shoemaker was joined 
in marriage with Miss Lizzie Brubaker, who was 
born in Lancaster Township Sept. 2, 1856. She- 
is the daughter of Rudolph Brubaker, one of the 
pioneer farmers of Stephenson County, where he 
died after accumulating a handsome competency, 
which his aged wife still enjoys on the old home- 
stead. 

Mr. Joseph $. Shoemaker, the subject of this 
sketch, after his marriage with Miss Brubaker, first 
began housekeeping in Rock Run Township, where 
they remained until August, 1880, when they lo- 
cated on their present farm. It now consists of 160 
acres of well-improved land with a substantial brick 
residence and a convenient barn, indicative of the 
thrift and industry of the owner. During his 
twenty-four years’ residence in Lancaster Township 
Mr. Shoemaker has been known as a citizen of 
energy and probity, and his character stands with- 
out a blemish. While he has never been an office- 
seeker, yet the leading citizens of this township, ir- 
respective of party, elected him Supervisor. As 
a public officer, Mr. Shoemaker has performed his 
duties in a manner highly satisfactory to the 
people. 

Mr. and Mrs. Shoemaker are the happy parents 
of six children, viz: Cora B., Edwin B., Fannie E., 
Etta M., Bertha B. and Arthur C. They have 
been for many years active members of the Men- 
nonite Church, Mr. Shoemaker having acted as 
Superintendent of the Sunday-school and held 
other offices in the church. In politics Mr. Shoe- 
maker is a decided Republican. 

Benjamin Shoemaker, the father of our subject, 
is now an extensive land-owner in Lancaster Town- 
ship, where he has lived since the fall of 1863. 
He is a native of Montgomery County, Pa., where 
he was born March 2, 1825. Heremained at home 
until he was about eighteen years of age, and 
learned the trade of shoemaker, but followed it but 
a short time, and has since been a farmer. He was 
married, Jan. 27, 1853, to Frances Shellenberger, 
also a native of the Keystone State. The Shoe- 
makers and Shellengers are old families of German 


descent who settled many years ago in the vicin- 
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ity of Philadelphia, with a colony of Mennonites. 
The parental grandfather of Joseph Shoemaker 
was George Shuemaker, a man who attained to the 
advanced age of ninety-six years, retaining his 
mental faculties up to the time of his death. He 
was an active Mennonite in religion, and in lon- 
gevity equaled the average of other members of 
the family. The Shoemakers from the time of 
their first settlement in America have been regarded 
among their neighbors and followers as men of 
strong wills and upright characters, who have 
been looked to for advice and aid in local enter- 
prises. ‘They have also been noted for their frugal- 
ity and prosperity, the subject of this sketch being 
a man of considerable property. 
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/OHN D. DIFFENBAUGH. This gentleman 
established the pioneer grocery house of 


Freeport in 1856, and since that time has , 


kept steady pace in his business with the 
growth and enlargement of the city. His trans- 
actions extend over a large scope of territory, and 
he carries an immense and well-selected stock of 
groceries and provisions. Since commencing this 
enterprise he has reared a family, and has now asso- 
ciated with him one of his sons, who bids fair to 
follow in the footsteps of the founder of the house. 
Diffenbaugh & Son have one of the largest trades 
in this branch of business in the Northwest. The 
house is located at Nos. 67 and 69 Stephenson street, 
the building covering an area of 40x120 feet, in- 
cluding storerooms, salesroom and cellar, which are 
filled to overflowing. The firm employs eight as- 
sistants and keeps two delivery wagons to fill the 
orders received from all parts of the city. The 
house has been established for over a third of 
a century, and is the oldest one of its kind in 
Freeport. 

Mr. Diffenbaugh was born near the city of Lan- 
caster, Pa., Oct. 1, 1829. His parents, Christian 
and Anna (Doner) Diffenbaugh, were of German 
ancestry, and the father followed the business of a 
distiller and tanner, besides also engaging consider- 
ably in farming pursuits. He spent his entire life 
in Lancaster County, Pa., and his remains were 
laid to rest not far from his home in that locality, 





beside those of his honored and estimable wife. 
The parental household included eight sons and 
one daughter. One son served as a Union soldier 
in the late war and died from the effects of wounds 
received in battle; another was killed at Gettys- 
burg while engaged as an orderly for Farnsworth, 
anda third was Captain of Co. G, 46th Ill. Vol. 
Inf. John D., of our sketch, passed his boyhood 
on the farm in Lancaster County, and received a 
common-school education. When seventeen years 
of age he repaired to Philadelphia, where he served 
three years at the confectioner’s trade, and became 
thoroughly acquainted with all branches of the bus- 
iness. Subsequently he changed his occupation for 
a time, and for several years was overseer of a cot- 
ton-mill in his native city. In the meantime in 
1854, he was united in marriage with Miss Rachel 
Kahley, of Lebanon County, Pa., and they began 
life together in a modest dwelling at Lancaster, 
where one of their children was born. 

Mr. Diffenbaugh in 1855, disposed of his inter- 
ests in Lancaster, and accompanied by his family 
started for the West. He at once located at Free- 
port, and soon afterward embarked in the confec- 
tionery business in a small way, having but a lim- 
ited capital. By diligence and close application to 
business he soon found himself gaining ground, 
and in due time became the leading confectioner 
in the city, and conducted this business successfully 
for a period of twenty years. Desirous then of en- 
Jarging his operations, and possessing ‘the where- 
withal to bring about this result, he invested his 
surplus capital in an ample stock of groceries, and 
established the business which he has continuously 
conducted with so much credit and success. The 
present quarters of the firm consist of a two-story 
double brick building, literally packed with the 
choicest goods in this line of trade. Their annual 
sales of late years have approached $75,000, and 
the current year (1887) they anticipate they will 
reach $100,000. Mr. Diffenbaugh is a hard worker 
and may be found at his post early and late. This 
continuous oversight of his affairs has been largely 
the secret of his success, and he made ita point 
when starting out in life to always live within his 
income. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Diffenbaugh became the parents 



































454 


» 





STEPHENSON COUNTY. 





of four children, namely: Walter H., the partner of 
his father; Ida, Cora and Lilly. Politically, Mr. 
Diffenbaugh is a straight Republican, and with his 
estimable wife belongs to the Second Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to the support of which he has 
been a cheerful and liberal contributor since first 
becoming connected with it. He has officiated as 
Superintendent of the Sunday-school twelve years, 
and nothing pleases him better than to note the 
moral and educational advancement of the young. 

The family residence is located on Cherry and 
Galena streets, and from its substantial character 
and the air of comfort which pervades it, is highly 
indicative of the character and taste of its propri- 
etor. He is a man prompt to meet his obligations, 
and a citizen whose word is deemed as good as his 
bond. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, George 
Diffenbaugh by name, was of German birth and 
ancestry, and an extensive farmer. He emigrated 
to the United States when a young man, and located 
in Lancaster County, Pa., during its early settle- 
ment, where he acquired a large property and was 
widely and favorably known. The maternal grand- 
father, John Doner, also of German descent, was 
for many years a resident of Lancaster County, 
Pa., where his family was equally well known, and 
possessed in a marked degree the substantial char- 
acteristics of that nationality. 


i SS eine 


ARNHARD DOLL has been one of the fix- 
D tures of Kent Township for the last thirty 
6) ) years, and is a member of the thrifty Ger- 
man community to whom Stephenson County 
is largely indebted for the early development of 
‘its resources and its present prosperous condition. 
He is the owner of 240 acres of finely cultivated 
land, on which he has erected substantial buildings, 
and by his thrift and industry has presented to the 
observant eye one of the most desirable homesteads 
in this part of Stephenson County. He is a man 
prompt to meet his obligations, and for his other 
excellent traits of character is held in the highest 
esteem among the surrounding farmers. 
Mr. Doll was born in the Grand Duchy of Baden, 








Germany, about 1838, where he lived until a lad 
thirteen years of age, when he embarked with his 
parents on a sailing-vessel bound for the United 
States. He distinctly remembers the preparations 
for the long voyage, which were a constant source 
of pleasure to one of his years, and the arrival in 
New York City, where they remained but a short 
time, thence proceeding directly westward. His 
parents, Michael and Mary A. (Brown) Doll, took 
up their abode in Kent Township, locating upon a 
tract of uncultivated land, where the father built 
up a comfortable home and spent the remainder of 
his days, his death occurring in 1863. The mother 
afterward made her home with her daughter at 
Lena, where, ripe in years, she died in the fall of 
1884. 

The seven children of the parental household 
lived to become men and women, and of these our 
subject was the third in order of birth. He re- 
mained under the home roof until reaching his 
majority, and, with the exception of eleven months 
spent in Iowa, has been a resident of Stephenson 
County since his parents first came here. After 
leaving the farm and returning from Iowa, he was 
engaged in the livery business at Lena four years, 
and afterward conducted a saloon one year. Farm- 
ing, however, appeared to be his proper pursuit, 
and that in which he was destined to secure most 
success, and after these two experiments he pur- 
chased forty acres in Kent Township, to which he 
subsequently added, and has now a fine property. 

Mr. Doll was married in West Point Township, 
Oct. 19, 1862, to Miss Catharine Hater, a native of 
Pennsylvania, and the daughter of Henry. and 
Barbara Hater, natives of Germany. They emi- 
grated to the United States, locating first in Penn- 
sylvania, where Mrs. Doll was born Oct. 8, 1845. 
The family subsequently came to this county and 
settled on a tract of land in West Point Township, 
which the father cultivated a few years, resting 
from his labors in 1855. The mother still survives, 
and is a resident of West Point Township. The 
parental household included four children, who 
lived to mature years. To Mr. and Mrs. Doll have 
been born eight children, four now living, namely, 
Bertha E., Elmer E., Barbara A. and Lyda M. 
Those deceased passed away in infancy. 
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Mr. Doll is independent in politics, acting for 
what he believes to be the best interests of the 
community. He has held some of the minor offices 
of Kent Township, and is numbered among its 
most enterprising citizens. 

P30 54-0 << 

OHN R. HAYES. Of those who have re- 
sided in Stephenson County for more than a 
| quarter of a century, none are held in higher 
esteem than the subject of this sketch, as 
was evidenced by his choice as Sheriff of the county 
some years ago... Mr. Hayes came to Stephenson 
County from Centre County, Pa., in 1844. He is 
the son of Samuel and Mary (Hutchison) Hayes, 
who came to Stephenson County in 1844 and set- 
tled in what is now Jefferson Township. ‘The fa- 
ther removed to Shannon, in Carroll County, where 
he resided until his death, which occurred while he 
was on a Visit to friends in Hancock County, Ill., 
Jan. 11, 1886. The mother is still living. They 
had seven children, of whom our subject was the 

second child and eldest son. 

From childhood John R. was on the farm of his 
parents, and lived at home constantly until the war 
broke out. When the first notes of warning were 
sounded of the dangers which threatened the Re- 
public, he went forth to battle for the Union, en- 
listing in Co. A, 11th Ill. Vol. Inf., on the 16th of 
April, 1861. Being in at the beginning of the 
struggle, he remained with his comrades until the 
war was concluded, and returned home with his 
command in February, 1866, nearly one year after 
the firing of the last gun. At the battle of Shiloh 
he was seriously wounded in the foot and was in- 
capacitated for service for nearly nine months, ex- 
cepting such duties as he might perform in the 
hospital. He was in the battles of Ft. Donelson, 
Shiloh, Yazoo City, and was at the capture of Mo- 
bile, besides participating in numerous skirmishes 
which have no place in history. After remaining 
in hospital on account of wounds for nine months, 
he was discharged. Having had a taste of soldier 
life as well as the penalty of battle, he did not 
choose to remain out of the army, but re-enlisted 
as a veteran in the same company, where he served 
until he was transfered to Co. K, 46th Ill. Vet. 





Reg., with which command he served until Febru- 
ary, 1866, when he was discharged. He then re- 
turned to Stephenson County, where, with the ex- 
ception of the time spent in the service of his 
country, he has been a resident since 1844. 

After his return from the army Mr. H. devoted 
one year to farming at home, and in the fall of 
1868 he was made the candidate of the Republican 
party for Sheriff of Stephenson County, and was 
triumphantly elected. He served until the fall of 
1872, when he was succeeded by Jackson J. Piersol. 
After retiring from the Sheriff’s office he went to 
Loran Township to reside, where he has since been 
engaged in farming. He is the owner of 208 acres 
of land, 200 of which are tillable and very fertile. 

One of the important events of Mr. Hayes’ life 
occurred on the 20th of February, 1867, which was 
his marriage to Miss Jane Graham, daughter of 
Mathew and MarthaJ. Graham. Six children have 
been the result of this marriage, of whom John G., 
Martha J., Mathew G., Samuel H. and Mary E. are 
living. The father of Mrs. Hayes was killed in 
Rock Run Township by being thrown from a 
wagon while his team was frightened and unman- 
ageable. Mrs. Hayes is a native of Centre County, 
Pa. Mr. Hayes has held several of the various 
township offices. He is an enthusiastic member of 
the G. A. R., and is a comrade of John A. Davis 
Post, of Freeport. He takes an active interest in 
the affairs of his post, and in all movements for 
the improvement of the condition of the war vet- 
erans he is to be found in the front ranks. 

Mr. Hayes’ portrait is presented in connection 
with this sketch. 
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J) ICHARD PARRIOTT is numbered among 
| the oldest settlers of Stephenson County, of 
which he became a resident in the spring of 

>) 1836, when the settlers were few and far 
between and the larger portion of the land was in 
its original state. He first drew breath in ‘Tyler 
County, W. Va., Feb. 21, 1818, and is the son of 
Richard Parriott, a native of Anne Arundel Coun- 
ty, Md., where he was reared to manhood and mar- 
ried. Afterward, about 1808,he removed to Tyler 
County, W. Va., where he purchased a partially 
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cleared farm and brought a considerable portion to 
a good state of cultivation. This he occupied un- 
til 1826, when he started for the prairies of Illinois, 
via the Ohio and Wabash Rivers. He stopped a 
few months in Vermilion County, then removed 
across the line into Indiana, where he purchased a 
partially improved farm and lived until 1836. He 
then sold out his possessions in the Hoosier State 
and, accompanied by his family, started for North- 
ern Illinois. The removal was made with ox-teams 
and they proceeded in the pioneer fashion of camp- 
ing and cooking by the wayside, and sleeping in 
their wagons at night. ‘They stopped for a time at 
the home of William Robey, and then Mr. Parriott, 
proceeding to Green County, Wis., looked about 
for a location, but not finding anything to suit him, 
came back and made a claim on what is now sec- 
tion 12 of Buckeye Township. This locality was 
then a part of Jo Daviess County and the land had 
not been subdivided. The father of our subject 
put up alog cabin and commenced the improve- 
ment of his land, but was cut off in the midst of his 
labors, his death occurring the following spring. 

The mother of our subject was before her mar- 
riage Miss Deborah Robey, a native of Washington 
County, Md. Her death took place in Buckeye 
Township, this county, in 1849. The parental 
household included thirteen children, the result of 
two marriages of the father. 

Richard Parriott of our sketch was a youth of 
eighteen years when he came to this country with 
his parents. His elder brothers soon purchased 
claims, but our subject and his younger brother im- 
proved the claim which had now become their 
mother’s. This she sold in the fall of 1839, and pur- 
chased aclaim on sections 12 and 13, containing 160 
acres. Here her two sons assisted in building up a 
homestead, and when the land came into market, she 
secured the title and occupied it until her death, 
which took place in 1849. Richard remained un- 
der the parental roof until after both father and 
mother had passed away. At the time of their 
coming here Galena, nearly fifty miles distant, was 
the nearest market; and later, Chicago, to which 
their grain and other produce was _ laboriously 
transported by horse and ox teams,jthe journey 
consuming from seven to ten days. Mr. Parriott | 





has lived to see great changes since he became a 
resident here fifty years ago, and has watched with 


deep satisfaction the development of the resources 


of one of the richest sections of the State. He has 
also contributed his full quota toward its present 
prosperous condition, and is numbered among the 
useful and enterprising citizens of Northern Illinois. 

The marriage of Richard Parriott and Miss Per- 
dita Chilton took place at the home of the bride in 
Green County, Wis., in 1849. Mrs. P. was born 
in Sangamon County, IIl., in 1829, and was the 
daughter of Joshua and Nancy Chilton, who were 
among the earliest pioneers of that region and from 
which they afterward removed to Wisconsin. 
After having been the companion of her husband for 
a period of over thirty years, Mrs. Parriott closed 
her eyes upon the scenes of earth in November, 
1882. She is remembered as an affectionate wife 
and mother, and her memory is held sacred by a 
large number of friends. Of her union with Rich- 
ard Parriott there were born ten children, of whom 
the record is as follows: Minerva, the wife of 
Charles Cochran, resides with her husband on the 
home farm; Joshua C. is a resident of Pipe Stone 
County, Minn.; Cleanthy married Peter Bova, a 
prosperous farmer of Ogle County; Mary J., Mrs. 
Samuel Rathbon, lives in West Point Township; 
Nancy, the wife of Wilson Oswalt, lives on a farm 
in Red Willow County, Neb.; Richard J. remains 
on the homestead; Thomas W., and Sarah C., the 
wife of Marcus Barker, are residents of Oneco 
Township; Francis E. and George W. H. also re- 
main at home. Mr. Parriott meddles little with 
politics. He was in early manhood a member of 
the old Whig party, but since 1856 has been a 
straight Republican. 

The likeness of Mr. Parriott herewith presented, 
will be looked upon with sincere pleasure by the 
people of Stephenson County, to whom his genial 
face has so long been familiar, 
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born in Rock Grove Township, Stephenson 
County, on the 26th of December, 1854. 
He is the oldest son of Nicholas and Catherine 
(Jordan) Dickes, both of whom are natives of 
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Germany, but have resided in Freeport for many 
years. Nicholas Dickes, his father, was a confec- 
tioner by occupation, and retired from business in 
1875. His accumulations through life make him 
independent in his old age, and he lives in ease and 
comfort at No. 105 Galena street, both he and his 
wife enjoying good health. They have had three 
children, one son and two daughters, the latter dy- 
ing in infancy. Louis, the son, was educated in 
the public schools and the intermediate school of 
St. Louis, Mo. Leaving school at the age of six- 
teen, he secured employment as a clerk in the gro- 
cery establishment of Eden & Paulson, of St. Louis, 
with whom he remained three years. Afterward 
he was with H. Clymer in the preserving business, 
acting as clerk for twelve months. He then re- 
turned to Freeport, and started his present busi- 
ness at No. 105 Galena street. In 1879 he was 
married to Miss Pauline Klein, daughter of Jacob 
Klein, the well-known manufacturer of carriages 
and wagons. He is an enthusiastic member of the 
Knights of Pythias, in which order he holds the 
office of Chancellor Commander. : 

In 1871 our subject joined as a private, Co. E, 
lst Regiment, Missouri Militia, stationed at St. 
Louis. He remained with this company until 
1878, when he removed to Freeport. In the sum- 
mer of 1877, when the new militia law of Illinois, 
*“ An Act providing for organization of the State 
Militia,” went into effect, Co. C, 3d Infantry, I. N. 
G., was organized, and he soon entered as a pri- 
vate. It was in this company that he showed him- 
self to be an enthusiastic and hard worker, being 
present at nearly all of the military doings of the 
company, such as parades, encampments, ete. 
Much of his attention was paid to the civie busi- 
ness of the company, and shortly after Capt. Smith 
D. Atkins assumed command in 1878, Private 
Dickes was elected Company Clerk, which position 
he held during the entire term of his commander. 
In the spring of 1881 he was promoted Sergeant, 
which position he held until Jan. 9, 1882, when he 
was made First Sergeant. In April, 1882, by the 
resignation of Capt. W. W. Krape, who assumed 
command in the early part of the winter, Seret. 
Dickes was placed in command, and at once act- 
ively engaged, with the assistance of good soldiers 





of the company, in the work of recruiting, and 
soon brought the company to a minimum strength 
of sixty-four men. Frank Lohr, who had now 
commanded the company for several months, re- 
ceived an order from Gen. Elliott to elect a Cap- 
tain and First Lieutenant for Company C, and on 
Sept. 2, 1882, the company chose Frank Lohr, 
Captain, and Louis Dickes, First Lieutenant. Both 
officers were then commissioned by Gov. Cullom 
for three years’ service. Lieut. Dickes in all his 
military career, has proved himself a valuable man. 

In 1885 our subject published a book called 
“Company Roll Book,” which is in use in most of 
the military companies of the United States. 
Among the many testimonials he has received, the 
following is from the Chicago Inter Ocean: ‘“ Louis 


‘Dickes, ex-Lieutenant of a local military organiza- 


tion, is the author of a valuable company roll book, 
which has received the commendation of those high 
in authority among the officers of the Illinois Na- 
tional Guard.” 
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tion 12, Harlem Township, but farming 

does not engage his whole attention. It 
will be seen farther on that Mr. Parr has been 
called upon to perform the multifarious duties of 
many trusts. Both he and his immediate ances- 
tors are natives of this State. His parents were 
James and Elizabeth F. (Moore) Parr. The father 
was born in Bond and the mother in Putnam 
County, [ll. They married and settled in Putnam 
County, where they lived for several years, and 
then went to Bloomington, Ill. There they lived 
until about 1884, when they removed to Chicago, 
where they now reside. The father’s pursuit was 
farming prior to going to Chicago. His married 
life was blessed with eleven children, eight boys 
and three girls. 

The subject of this sketch was the second child. 
He was born in Granville, Putnam Co., IIl., Sept. 
1, 1854. He received a common-school education, 
but was a close observer of men and things, so that 
he early equipped himself to engage in the battle 
of life. He lived at home until he was twenty-five, 
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when he married, and settled in Harlem Township, 
Stephenson County, where he has since resided. 
A farm of 180 acres of fertile land, equipped with 
a number of roomy buildings, is the testimonial to 
his perseverance and industry. Mr. Parr makes a 
specialty of Norman and English draft horses, care- 
fully raising those of pure breed, of which there 
are always a number on his place. He was mar- 
ried in Harlem Township, Oct. 9, 1879, to Miss 
Emily L. Wright, daughter of John Wright, I’sq. 
His wife was born in Lancaster Township, Stephen- 
son Co., Ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Parr have three children—Emily, 
A., William E. and Maggie. Mr. Parr has been 
Road Commissioner for three years, and School 
Director for six years, fulfilling modestly the du- 
ties to which he has been called. Both he and his 
wife are members of the Presbyterian Church, of 
which Mr. P. is an Elder. In politics, he is a Re- 
publican. 

WASNT 
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IDNEY JOEL STEBBINS, one of the old- 
est residents and a representative farmer 
of Silver Creek Township, owns a fine 
body of land on section 2, which he has 

brought to a high state of cultivation. He bears 
the honor of being the second settler in the town- 
ship, which has remained his home continuously 
since the fall of 1836, The main points in his his- 
tory we briefly transcribe as follows: - 

Mr. Stebbins was born in Lebanon Township, 
Madison Co., N. Y., Sept. 21, 1813, and is the son 
of Joel Stebbins, a native of Massachusetts. The 
latter was reared on a farm in his native State, and 
after reaching manhood emigrated to New York 
State, locating first in Madison County. There he 
met and married Miss Abigail Berry, of Brookfield 
Township. Both families were of English ancestry, 
and New England parentage. Joel Stebbins after 
his marriage and the birth of five children, of whom 
our subject was the third, and the two youngest of 
whom were twins, removed from Madison to Erie 
County, and locating on a farm in Eden Township 
with his estimable wife spent there the remainder 
of his days. ‘Their remains now lie side by side, 
with one child, in the cemetery at Eden. The only 





surviving son besides our subject is John Wayne, 
now a resident of Sardinia Township, Erie Co., N. 


-Y. Our subject remained a member of the parental 


household until twenty-five years of age, and was 
married thereafter, Nov. 17, 1838, the wedding 
taking place in Erie County, and the maiden of his 
choice being Miss Jane Stearns. She was born 
on July 22,1817. Mrs. Stebbins was born and 
reared in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., and is the 
daughter of Isaac Stearns, who served as a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and died in St. Lawrence 
County after reaching the advanced age of three- 
score and ten years. His wife was, in her girlhood, 
Miss Margaret Clark, and she died in Franklin 
County several years after the death of her hus- 
band. Mrs. Stebbins was a young woman when 
her parents removed from St. Lawrence to Erie 
County, where she made her home with them and 
with a sister until her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stebbins have had eight children, of whom four are 
still living, namely: Abigail, Mrs. E. S. Brown, of 
Silver Creek Township; Adelbert, who is farming 
in Silver Creek Township; Homer F., in Lancaster 
Township, and Warren W. The latter occupies 
his father’s homestead in Silver Creek Township. 
Those deceased are Joel E., Emma J. and James, 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Stebbins 
started at once for Illinois, making the journey 
overland and bringing with them their household 
goods and provisions. They located on section 2, 
in Silver Creek Township, where Mr. S. entered 320 
acres of land which he has occupied continuously 
since that time—the spring of 1858. The city of 
Freeport was then but a humble hamlet of a few 
houses, including a store and a saloon. Mr. S, had 
made a flying trip to this section in 1836, and at 
that time took up land which he divided later with 
two other men, Joel Whitmore and Chauncey Steb- 
bins, by drawing cuts, the longer one determining 
the first choice, the next the second, and the short- 
est taking what remained. Mr. Stebbins was obliged 
to accept of “‘Hobson’s choice,” but has had little 
reason to regret the lot which fell to him. He pos- 
sessed more than ordinary energy and industry, 
and in due time distinguished himself as one of the 
most skillful and enterprising farmers in this sec- 
tion of country. He is widely and favorably 
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known and universally respected as having been 
an important factor in the development of North- 
ern Illinois. Since the organization of the Repub- 
lican party he has been a cordial supporter of its 
principles, and his estimable lady is a member in 
good standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


ACOB BARDEL, a prominent and represent- 
ative citizen, an early settler and successful 
farmer, is now living in retirement at his old 

&Y home on section 18 in Ridott Township. 
Mr. Bardel was born in the Province of Alsace, 
then a part of France, Dec. 22, 1813. His father, 
Jacob Bardel, Sr., was a native of the same Province 
and of German parentage, but was born under the 
French Government. He grew to manhood, follow- 
ing the occupation of a farmer, and was married to 
Miss Mary Bastian. After the birth of three chil- 
dren, Jacob, John, and one deceased, the mother 
died. 

When Jacob Bardel, Jr., was three years of age, 
his father married the second time, to Catherine 
Weilhien. He died in 1840, and the step-mother 
and her children came to this country and settled in 
Ridott Township, Stephenson County. Jacob pre- 
viously had emigrated to America in 1832, and 
lived in Lower Canada until 1840, whence he came 
to Ridott Township, and prepared to receive the 
other members of the family who came directly 
to this country from Germany. 

Mr. Bardel. our subject, upon his arrival in 
Stephenson County purchased 150 acres of land, 
and soon began to make additions to his original 
possessions; he gradually acquired five good, well- 
improved farms, consisting of about 1,000 acres of 
land. ‘This is located in Ridott, Silver Creek and 
Lancaster Townships. Mr. B. came to this country 
very poor, in fact, $16 in debt to an uncle, who 
loaned him money to start with, but his unflagging 
exertions have obtained a competency for him. 

Our subject was married in Canada in 1835, to 
Miss Margaret Scaup, who was born in Alsace, 
Germany, and came with her parents to Canada, 
when she was a young woman. Her parents died 
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in 1860, each aged seventy-seven years. Mrs. 
Bardel died at her home in this township, Jan. 8, 
1884. She was then nearly seventy-three years of 
age, and had been the mother of eight children. 
These are, John A., Michael W., Jacob J., Polly 
M., Catharina, Elizabeth, Maggie and Anna. All 
are married except Anna, who yet remains at home, 
and like a dutiful daughter takes care of her aged 
father, for whom she exhibits much reverence. In- 
deed, the whole family look up to Anna, as the 
tender guardian of her remaining parent. The 
family are members of the Evangelical Church and 
for many years Mr. Bardel was Church Trustee. 
He is a solid Republican, of the kind whose politi- 
cal faith never wavers. 


AMES HETHERTON. favorably known in 
|} Waddams Township, is a fair representative 
| of his excellent Scotch ancestry, and was 

himself born in the Land of the Thistle, 
March 24, 1836. His early years were spent not 
far from his birthplace, which was in Parish Aber- 
eorn, Linlithgowshire, of which his father, Henry 
Hetherton, was also a native, and where, with the 
exception of two years, he spent his entire life, be- 
ing occupied as a gardener. 

The parental household of our subject included 
ten children; nine grew to mature years, and two 
only emigrated to the United States. Alexander, 
one of the elder brothers, came to America in 1860, 
and lived in this county for a number of years, 
finally removing to Iowa. James commenced the 
struggle of life when a boy twelve years of age, 
and his first work consisted in painting forest trees 
at tenpence per day and boarding himself. He 
was thus employed on a large-estate, and with the 
exception of a. year spentin Edinburgh, continued 
at this business until eighteen years of age. His 
father possessed only a modest amount of property, 
and the boys at an early age understood that they 
must look out for themselves. James was not satis- 
fied with his condition or his prospects, and de- 
termined to come to the United States. Accord- 


ingly on the 22d of December, 1854, he set sail 


in Lower Canada, the father in 1858 and the mother | from Glasgow, and landed in New York City on 
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the 10th of February following. The voyage had 


been long and tedious, and he landed with but fifty 
cents in his pocket, a stranger in a strange land. 
There are always, however, means provided for 
those who will help themselves, and our hero made 
his way toan emigrant office, where he met a farmer 
from Dutchess County, N. Y., with whom he con- 
tracted to return and work. His services at the 
end of the year netted him $50, and at the expira- 
tion of this time he sought other quarters, received 
higher wages, and found himself at the end of the 
second year the proud possessor of $140. He con- 
tinued in that section a part of the third year, and 
then migrated to New Jersey, spending a few 
months there, but not finding the change particu- 
larly beneficial, either financially or otherwise, he 
returned to his old employer, and contracted to put 
in a year’s work for $160. The next year he re- 
ceived $175, and remained with this gentleman un- 
til August, 1861. 

At this time our subject was seized with the de- 
sire to explore the western country, and traveled 
until reaching Northern Illinois, and decided to 
take up his abode, for a time at least, in Stephen- 
son County. He husked corn that fall, and the fol- 
lowing winter chopped wood in the timber. In 
the spring he purchased a team and carried on a 
general business in hauling merchandise or what- 
ever was required. About this time the impend- 
ing struggle between the North and South was call- 
ing many young men from the fields and work- 
shops, and our subject also enlisted as a Union | 
soldier, becoming a member of Co. F, 92d Ill. Vol. 
Inf. He sold his team in front of the court-house 
at Freeport, and a few days later set out on the 
march with his comrades to the scene of action. He 
participated in many of the important battles of 
the war, and was one of the first to enter Chatta- 
nooga, upon its capture by the Union forces. He 
afterward joined the division of Gen. Kilpatrick, 
and was in the mounted infantry that met the 
enemy at Ringgold, Ga., and made a raid from that 
puint to Atlanta. There they joined Sherman’s 





command in the memorable march to the sea. Re- | 
turning, they went up through the Carolinas, to 
Chicago, where our subject, with the brave boys | 
that were left from the conflict, received his honor- | 


able discharge, and was mustered out on the LOth 
of July, 1865. 

After retiring from the army, Mr. Hetherton re- 
turned to his old haunts in Stephenson County, and 
purchasing a span of horses, employed himself as 
before, in teaming until April, 1866. He then pro- 
ceeded to Boonesboro, Iowa, with his team, where 
he was employed by the Northwestern Railroad 
Company until in the fall, when his services were 
no longer required; he then came back to this 
county and employed himself as before in general 
teaming. He had in the meantime lived economi- 
cally and saved asnug sum of money, and in Feb- 
ruary, 1867, purchased the land included in his pres- 
ent farm. It was mostly in timber at that time, 
but he set himself industriously to clearing the land 
and preparing the soil for cultivation. His efforts 
were amply rewarded, and he now has eighty acres 
which comprises one of the most fertile and valuable 
tracts in the township. His residence and the other 
farm buildings bear fair comparison with the prop- 
erty of the thrifty farmers around him. 

Mr. Hetherton was married, Sept. 5,-1875, to 
Miss Lucinda Smith, who was born in Waddams 
Township, Sept. 10, 1855. Her father, Enoch 
Smith, was a native of Hunterdon County, N. J., 
whence he emigrated to this county during the early 
settlement of Northern Illinois. He purchased a 
tract of land in Waddams Township,. built up a 
good homestead, and there spent the remainder of 
his days. Mr. and Mrs. Hetherton became the par- 
ents of three children, all living, and still under the 
home roof, namely, James, Carrie and Harry. Our 
subject since becoming a uaturalized citizen has 
uniformly voted the Republican ticket. 


SS SEES Ss SS 

I OBERT BELL, the genial and companion- 
¢ able proprietor of the Pennsylvania House, 

d Pag Freeport, has been for many years ofli- 
©) ciating as ‘‘mine host,” and takes particu- 

lar pride in conducting a well-ordered establish- 
ment, conspicuous for its neatness and comfort. 
He has been a resident of this county since the 
spring of 1843, when he started out on horseback 
from the State of Pennsylvania, and after a tedious 
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ride of about four weeks, made his entrance into. 


what is now Lancaster Township, and went to work 
upon a farm. Soon afterward he established a 
claim of his own where a small log house had been 
erected. He began the cultivation and improve- 
ment of a quarter section, and not long afterward 
took unto himself a wife and helpmeet, Miss Eliza 
Ann McCool, whose family, formerly of Pennsyl- 
vania, had migrated to the West a few years be- 
fore. The young people commenced life together 
in the humblest manner, and remained upon the 
farm thus opened up from the wilderness for sev- 
eral years. Mr. Bell then sold out, removed to 
Freeport, and was appointed Superintendent of the 
County Poor Farm. This position he held three 
years, and in the meantime brought about great im- 
provements in its condition. Two years later he 
purchased the Tremont House, which he conducted 
two and one-half years, and for the next twelve 
months lived in the enjoyment of private life. At 
the expiration of that time he purchased the Penn- 
sylvania House property, which, besides the hotel 
included a large stable and nine lots. He took pos- 
session of this in May, 1882, and it is now ranked 
among the best conducted hotels in the western 
part of the State. 

Our subject was born near Lebanon, Pa., in De- 
cember, 1813. He isthe son of James and Catherine 
(Young) Bell, who after marriage settled in Leba- 
non, where they passed the remainder of their lives. 
Their family consisted of four sons and five daugh- 
ters, Robert being the fifth in order of birth. He 

‘grew to manhood in his native county, was edu- 
cated in the common school, and became skilled in 
the various employments of farm life. His father 
in early manhood had learned carpentering, but 
later employed himself almost exclusively at agri- 
culture. ‘The paternal grandfather of our subject 
was of Scotch ancestry, and the son of James Bell. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bell are the parents of five children, 
three daughters and two sons. James married Miss 
Carrie Howland, of Freeport, and is living with his 
father; Joseph is a resident of Arkansas; Ellen M. 
is the wife of T. C. Laird, of Nebraska; Lucretia 
married C. C. Wolf, also of that State, living in 
Ord; Eva is at home with her parents. Our sub- 
ject and his estimable lady have been devoted 
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members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for 
a period of forty years. In this church Mr. B. has 
served as Steward and Trustee, and has always 
been a liberal contributor to its support and ad- 
vancement. While a resident of Lancaster Town- 
ship, he served as a member of the County Board 
of Supervisors seven years, having resigned upon 
his removal to Freeport. In early manhood he 
identified himself with the old Whig party, but 
upon its abandonment assisted in the organization 
of the Republican party, with which he has since 
affiliated. He joined the old Washingtonian So- 
ciety in 1842, and has held firmly to its principles 
to this day. He is a man whose personal qualities 
have secured him hosts of friends, and is a gen- 
eral favorite in the large circle of his acquaint- 


ances. 


Wi/OHN KLOSTER. Among the highly cul- 
tivated farms of Rock Run Township, the 
| quarter of section 36, which belongs to the 

XC] subject of this sketch, invariably attracts the 
eye of the traveler on account of its beauty of loca- 
tion and the general air of thrift and prosperity 
which surrounds it. The farm residence and out- 
buildings are shapely and substantial and admirably 
adapted to the purposes for which they were con- 
structed. The machinery and stock are of the best 
description and the premises indicate the super- 
vision of the intelligent and progressive farmer, as 
will be acknowledged at once upon examination of 
the faithful copy of the dwelling and its adjuncts 
as given by the artist upon another page. 

Our subject has been uniformly successful in 
life, and besides the valuable property already 
spoken of owns thirty-six acres in Winnebago 
County and a half section in Dodge County, Minn. 
The greater part of his possessions have been ac- 
quired by his own industry, and while now with- 
drawing from the more active labors of life, he is 
but enjoying that to which he is amply entitled. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Andrew 
Kloster by name, and his son, Andrew, Jr., the 
father of our subject, were both natives of Hesse- 
Darmstadt, Germany. ‘They were both engaged in 
agricultural pursuits and spent their entire lives on 
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their native soil, the first-named passing away when 
seventy years of age and hisson Andrew when sixty. 
Grandmother Kloster was, in her girlhood, Miss 
Ann M. Nutzbaum, a native of the same Province 
as her husband, and survived him several years. 
Andrew Kloster married Miss Mary Rabb, also of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who survived her husband and 
lived to be seventy years old. Their six sons and 
six daughters were reared under the parental roof, 
and but two besides our subject are now living, 
Valentine and Lorenz, residents of Iowa. 

John Kloster was the oldest child of his parents, 
and in accordance with the laws and customs of his 
native country, was placed in school at a tender 
age and thoroughly drilled in the common branches 
of study. Upon reaching his majority he entered 
the army and fought in the Revolution in 1848. 
Three years later he emigrated to the United 
States, and coming directly to Northern Illinois, 
located in this county which has now been his resi- 
dence over thirty-five years. He arrived here with- 
out means and made it his first business to seek 
employment. This he found without difficulty and 
in due time felt justified in establishing a home of 
his own. His first important step in this direction 
was his marriage with Miss Barbara Schultz, which 
was celebrated in Rock Run Township, in March, 
1852. 

Mrs. Kloster isa native of the same Province 
as her husband and came to this country with 
friends, among whom was Miss Elizabeth Kloster, 
when a young child. She was born Dee. 23, 1829, 
and is the daughter of Balsan and Catherine 
(Priester) Schultz, also natives of Germany, and 
who spent their entire lives in the Province of 
Hesse-Darmstadt. Mr. Schultz died while com- 


paratively a young man, at the age of thirty-nine 


years. The parental household included seven 
children, the father dying when his daughter Bar- 
bara was a child five years of age. The mother 
never married again, but devoted herself to her 
children, and died after passing her eighty-first birth- 
day. Mrs. K. was twenty-three years of age when she 
crossed the Atlantic and came directly to Stephen- 
son County. Of her marriage with our subject 
there were born fourteen children, and one died in 
infancy. Nicholas married Mary Brenman, and 


‘Dunlap, lives in Dakota; Theresa married William 





lives in Rock Run Township; Mary is the wife of 
William Dunlap, of Minnesota; Hattie, Mrs. Robert 


Bist, of Rock Run Township; John married Jennie 
Hoar, and lives in Dakota; Gertrude became the 
wife of William Schlamp, and continues a resident of 
this county; Anna is at home; Frederick is a resi- 
dent of Davis; Catherine became the wife of Jacob 
Sullivan, and resides in Davis; George is engaged 
as a clerk in Davis; William, Frank and Walter, 
the three youngest, remain with their parents. Mr. 
Kloster has been farming continuously since his mar- 
riage, and the home which he has built up is a silent 
but forcible witness of his good judgment and per- 
severance. He is a solid Republican, politi- 
cally, and is accounted among the representative 
citizens of Rock Run Township. Mr. Kloster and 
his family are members of the Evangelical Church 
at Davis. 
2 SSI O19 


HOMAS POLLOCK, deceased, and a late 
6 resident of Buckeye Township, was born in 
Scioto County, Ohio, May 6, 1815, and de- 
parted this life June 17, 1884. He was regarded 
as a praiseworthy and reliable citizen, and leaves 
behind him a good record, of which his descend- 
ants have no reason to be ashamed. He was a 
farmer by occupation and built up a good home- 
stead, providing amply for his family. Politically 
he voted the Democratic ticket and was a member 
in good standing of the Presbyterian Church. The 
history of his family is in its main points as follows: 
Our subject was the son of David Pollock, who 
was born in Monongahela County, Pa., in 1779, 
and removed with his parents when quite young to 
the Northwestern Territory. They settled in the 
locality now included in Scioto County, Ohio, 
when the country was new and uncultivated. and 
endured in common with other adventurous pio- 
neers the hardships and privations peculiar to those 
days. Amid these wild scenes the father of our 
subject grew to manhood and was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Nancy Mustard, who was born in 
1786. After their marriage the young people lo- 
cated on a farm near Portsmouth, Ohio, which re- : 





mained their home until they passed from earth. 
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1 
Thomas Pollock was reared on the farm in his 


native county, and made his first visit to Illinois in 
1840. He did not locate at that time, but return- 
ing to Ohio provided himself with a wife and help- 
meet, namely, Miss Angemima Wilson, who became 
his wife in the spring of 1841. The following year, 
accompanied by his wife, Mr. Pollock started for 
Illinois, via the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to 
Galena, from which he was transported by team to 
the vicinity of his present farm. Upon the land 
which he soon afterward secured possession of 
there stood a rude log cabin, and a few acres had 
been prepared for cultivation. A small stream 
wound its way through a part of the land, by which 
means the owner of the claim had operated a small 


water-power which kept a trip-hammier in motion 


to scare away the wolves. Soon after securing 
possession of this claim Mr. Pollock entered it at 
the land-office at Dixon, securing his title to the 
property and occupying it until his death, which 
occurred June 17, 1884. The industry of years 
had been fruitful of good results, which are now 
indicated in the general improvements and the con- 
dition of the soil. Mr. Pollock met with reverses 
at times, and on the 12th of May, 1873, his dwell- 
ing and barns were destroyed by fire. He spent 
no time, however, in bewailing his misfortune, but 
at once set to work to rebuild, and the present 
dwelling with its appurtenances is a silent but 
forcible witness of his energy and perseverance. 

_ Mr. Pollock was twice married. His first wife, 
who became the mother of five children, departed 
this life at the homestead in the spring of 1854. 
Their eldest daughter, Mary A., is now the wife of 
Charles Musser, a prosperous farmer of Oneco 
Township; Samuel R. is a resident of Orangeville, 
and Calvin W. died in 1875. His second marriage 
occurred Feb. 24, 1860, with Miss Elizabeth Van 
Matre, who was born in Highland County, Ohio, 
Dec. 7, 1835. A brief history of her parents, Mor- 
gan and Elizabeth (Ross) Van Matre, is given in 
the sketch of their son William, which will be 
found elsewhere in this volume. Of this union 
there were born seven children: Nettie A. is the 
wife of Frank Fair, a farmer of Winslow Township ; 
James B, has the management of the homestead; 
and Luella, with her husband, Wilson J. Young, 





also lives there; William is farming in Seward 
County, Neb.; Quincy E., George and Flora B. re- 
main with their mother. Mrs. Pollock is still living 
on the old home place, and for many years has 
been connected with the Presbyterian Church. 

The homestead which Mr. Pollock established, 
and which remains as a priceless legacy to the fam- 
ily, is being kept up in the old-time thrifty fashion, 
and we place it among other pictured homes 
built up by those brave spirits who first subdued 
the soil and smoothed the way for their posterity 
to follow. 


a eae 


ILLIAM H. MAURER, of Rock Grove 
yf Township, is the son of George Maurer, 
who also had two other sons, Moses and 


George P., by name, who are yet living. George 
Maurer is now eighty years old. He was born in 
Union County, Pa., and in his early life worked by 
the day and month. He lived at home until the 
spring of 1840, when he came to this county, {lo- 
cating about a mile north of his present home. He 
made the journey overland by wagon, driving a 
team for a neighbor. 

In 1840 George Maurer bought a claim of about 
400 acres. He returned to Pennsylvania in 1841, 
and the same year came back with money he had 
earned to pay for his purchase. It was timber and 
prairie land, and some of that timber is yet stand- 
ing. Mr. M. built a log cabin near a spring on his 
land and lived there for two years, then erected 
his present house. George Maurer married, in 
1842, Miss Elizabeth Bolender, daughter of John 
Bolender, the gentleman for whom he drove a team 
the first time he came to Illinois. He now set to 
work diligently cultivating his land and now has 
150 acres under plow. His house was built in 1845, 
but he was unable to erect his barn until 1877. His 
family originally consisted of nine children, four 
of whom are deceased. The record is as follows: 
Sarah, Mrs. John Candy, was born Noy. 10, 1843, 
and lives at Ackley, Iowa; Moses, born Feb. 26, 
1845; Mary C., Feb. 21, 1848; William H., our sub- 
ject, Nov. 15, 1855, and George B., April 2, 1860 
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all live at home; Daniel died in 1851, aged three 
years, four months and four days; Harriet, July 
17, 1860, aged eight years and six months, and 
Isaac, July 8, 1860, aged eleven years and three 
months. 

Our subject attended the district school until he 
was eighteen or twenty years old, acquiring a good, 
common-school education. George, the only son 
married, chose for his wife Miss Jennie A. Wood- 
ring, daughter of George Woodring, a farmer of 
Centre County, Pa. George’s wife was born in 
1862, and they were married in 1879. The union 
has been productive of the birth of two children: 
Dora A., born Jan. 13, 1880, and Addie E., Oct. 
14, 1885. 

The two sons, William H. and Moses, have 
rented the old homestead for eleven years. George 
works by the month, and all reside at home. The 
father of the boys is an old-line Whig; he 
voted once for Lincoln, but has been a Democrat 
ever since. The boys are all Democrats. George 

_ Maurer belongs to the Reformed Church, while his 
wife is a member of the Lutheran Church. A 
handsome lithographic view of the old home place is 
shown on another page of this work, and in the 
quaint fashion of its buildings is a silent reminder 
of the days gone by. 
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yOHN W. HENNEY, the founder and mana- 

| ger of the Henney Buggy Company, the 
most extensive manufactory in Stephenson 
County, is one of the few who reach the 

front rank in any business, partly through untiring 
energy and ceaseless industry, but still more 
through an intuitive perception of the requirements 
of the trade and the wants of the public. Such 
men in any mechanical pursuit rise above the 
level of the artisan, go beyond mere imitative 
skill, create and introduce new forms, and lead and 
elevate the public taste. Kvery branch of manu- 
facture in America has of late years grown to be 
more or Jess a fine art, and this is true to a marked 
degree of the building of carriages. Strength and 
{ durability, once the only requirements in vehicles 








of every class, must now be supplemented by grace 
of outline and beauty of finish; and while Mr. 
Henney’s indomitable will and organizing power 
have been essential to his success, his instinctive 
taste for perfection of form and harmony of color- 
ing has been the vital element that has made 
that success phenomenal. This it is that gives to 
every job coming from his hand an “expression” 
so characteristic that every dealer in the West. 
knows a ‘*Henney” buggy at sight; and this it is 
that, more than anything else, has built up in afew 
years from the smallest possible beginning, a trade 
of almost half a million dollars yearly. 

Jacob Henney, the father of John W., was a car- 
riage-maker of Centre County, Pa., a district from 
which there was in early years a constant flow of 
emigration to Stephenson County. He was born 
in Pennsylvania, as was also his wife, Lydia Mark. 
John .W. was also born there Sept. 23, 1842. The 
elder Henney wa3 a man of industry and a good 
mechanic. In 1848 he left his home in Centre 
County and came to Stephenson County, IIl., but 
presently returned to Centre County only to move 
again to the West in 1854, when he settled at 
Cedarville, John being then twelve years old. Up 
to this time the boy had had the benefit of the 
common schools of his native village; but when 
his parents settled in Cedarville his school days" 
were practically over, and excepting two winters 
spent at the Cedarville academy some years later, his 
future education was to be such as he could gain 
from contact with the world in a struggle, first for 
existence, and then for success. From his twelfth 
year he earned the greater part of his own living, 
and at an age when most boys are a heavy charge 
upon their parents, he began to contribute mater- 
ially to the support of the family. He decided to 
take up the trade of his father, and by the time he 
attained his majority he had learned it in all its 
branches, having worked not only in the shop at 
Cedarville but in larger establishments in Chicago 
and other cities. In 1864, the younger Henney 
left Cedarville for Kansas City, Mo., and remained 
there for three years, at the end of which time he 
returned to Cedarville, where he again entered the 
small shop of his father. _ 

In 1867, our subject married Agnes Benethum, 
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of Cedarville, daughter of Peter Benethum, one of 
the oldest residents of the village, and like the 
Henneys a Pennsylvanian. Up to the time of his 
marriage, young Henney had drifted along as 
young men generally do, working cheerfully and 
energetically from day to day and from week to 
week, but taking no special thought for the future. 
With his new responsibilities, however, he felt the 
importance of doing something more than provid- 
ing for his immediate necessities, and from this 
time he seems to have entered in earnest upon the 
business of life. Soon after his return to Cedar- 
ville he sueceeded his father in the carriage-shop, 
taking off his hands an insignificant local business 
burdened with debt and offering no attraction, ex- 
cept that it kept him among his friends. He 
might have bought the old shop and left the debts 
to take care of themselves, but he preferred to 
take up the burden just as his father laid it down, 
and to clear off all the old liabilities, before credit- 
ing a dollar to the right side of his profit and loss 
account. With youth, health, energy and an hon- 
est purpose, but one result was possible, and al- 
though the first years of the new venture brought 
hard work and little gain, the business grew con- 
stantly and soon began to give promise of a mag- 
nificent future. 

In 1876 the trade had far outgrown the limits of 
his old shop, and a new and larger one was built, 


and in the same year Oliver P. Wright, brother-in-. 


law to Mr. Henney, and son of John Wright, a 
substantial farmer and man of means, entered the 
business as partner. .The new shop, employing 
fifteen to twenty hands, was quite a mammoth es- 
tablishment for a country village, and “‘Henney’s” 
began to‘be a household word throughout the 
county, and in fact, throughout Northern Illinois. 
In 1877 the new firm began to realize that the 
manufacture of standard goods, open to universal 
competition, could never be a great success, and 
they began the. manufacture of the ‘Dexter’ 
spring, applying it to vehicles of all classes, and 
pushing it as their leading specialty. After awhile 
the Dexter” was thrown on the general market by 
the patentee, and the firm discarded it for the 
“Eclipse,” of which they obtained exclusive con- 
trol, first under a license and later ander an as- 


oe 





signment from Col. Saladee, the inventor. The 
“Eclipse” was a success from the very beginning. 
It had substantial merit, and besides, it was put on 


‘the market in workmanlike shape and pushed with 


a vigor that would have made it sell, even had it 
been an inferior article. A repository was opened 
in Freeport and the Henney goods rapidly took 
possession of the local market. A trade limited 
to a small section of territory is never satisfactory, 
however, since it is subject to constant fluctuations 
from purely local causes, and in 1879 Mr. Henney 
went on the road and made a nine weeks’ trip in 
Iowa, visiting Dubuque and other prominent towns, 
and laying the foundation of a shipping trade that 
now reaches every county in the great States of 
the Mississippi Valley. As this outside trade ‘de- 
veloped, it became evident that it was poor policy 
to haul material six miles from Freeport to Cedar- 
ville in wagons and transport finished goods back 
again to reach the railroad, and in consequence 
the Cedarville shop was abandoned and the firm of 
J. W. Henney & Co. removed to Freeport, and 
took possession of the old Huber & Herold shops, 
corner of Exchange and Mechanic streets. ‘These 
quarters soon proved too small, and the business 
was transferred to the present shop, corner of Chi- 
cago and Jackson streets, then owned by Michael 
Lawver. Shortly after this removal, the shop was 
purchased by the firm, and about the same time 
the business of J. W. Henney & Co. was transferred 
to the Henney Buggy Company, the stockholders 
being John W. Henney, Oliver P. Wright and 
Daniel C. Stover. This change added to the capi- 
tal of the institution and brought to its aid the 
co-operation and advice of one of the most success- 
ful and public-spirited manufacturers of the North- 
west. Business increased from year to year faster 
than the increase of the company’s capital, and in 
1883 the stock of the company was increased, and 
Matthias Hettinger, Fred Gund, C. O. Collmann, 
D. B. Shulte and R. H. Wiles became stockholders. 
These gentlemen with the original incorporators 
now constitute the company, which has a first-class 
commercial standing, and a constantly growing 
trade. The sales of vehicles have increased from 
about 500 in 1880 to over 4,000 in the year 1887. 
Since the incorporation of the company Mr. Hen- 
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ney has been its general manager and Mr. Wright 
its treasurer and assistant manager. Both have 
built handsome residences fronting the Third Ward 
Park, and are permanent as well as prominent citi- 
zens of Freeport. Mr. Wright has long been the 
Republican Alderman of his ward. 

Mr. Henney is in the prime of life, is at the head 
of a magnificent business, and has every facility 
for holding and extending it. He has made asuc- 
cess sufficient to satisfy many a man, but success 
has only added to his energy. He feels now that he 
has years of work before him, and he puts into his 
work the same determination and application as 
when he had all the world before him and his way to 
make by his own unaided exertions. He has the 
advantage too that comes from long and careful 
study of the artistic side of his business, and the 
fruits of this study show year after year in new 
and graceful forms of work, greater perfection of 
finish, and growth and improvement in that inde- 
scribable quality which we know as “style.” without 
which a carriage, however well built, is clumsy. 
In fact, he is now at the threshold of the best 
years of his life, and so far as human foresight can 
determine, will in the next decade build up an 
industry that will be a benefaction to the city and 


a monument to himself. 
: ) prime of life, came from his native State 
to Illinois with his parents when a child 
of seven yeurs. His early home was in Taylor 
Township, Courtland Co., N. Y., where he was 
born Aug. 23, 1848. His father, David Wire, was 
a native of the same town. His grandfather, Ward 
Wire, and his great-grandfather, David Wire, were 
born in Litchfield County, Conn. His great-great- 
grandfather, Thomas Wire, a native of England. 
was kidnapped when a boy seven years of age, 
while living in the city of London, and on his way 
to school. He was put on board a vessel and 
brought to America, and bound out until twenty- 
one years old. He served as a soldier in the Rev- 
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AVID EMERY WIRE, Assessor of Wins- 
low Township, and a gentleman in the 








olutionary War, and was personally acquainted 


. ject, followed farming and spent the last years of 





with Gen. Washington, and was one of the twelve 
men chosen as the General’s bodyguard at Valley 
Forge. He also served in the French and Indian 
Wars, making a total of fifteen years in the 
army. David Wire, Sr., upon reaching manhood 
located in Cortland County, N. Y., during its early 
settlement, and there spent the last years of his 
life. He was a very large man, being six feet and 
six inches in height with well developed muscles, 
and was a man whom his enemies disliked to at- 
tack. His son, Ward, the grandfather of our sub- 


his life in the town of Taylor. Among his children 
was David, the father of our subject, who grew to 
manhood in Cortland County, N. Y., where he was 
married and lived until 1855, when he came to this 
county and purchased a tract of uncultivated prai- 
rie in Winslow Township. Upon this he opened 
up a good farm, of which he continued in posses- 
sion until 1870, when he rented it out and removed 
beyond the Mississippi, settling in the village of 
Jesup, Buchanan Co., Lowa, where he has since 
lived. 

The mother of our subject was in her girlhood 
Miss Catherine Pomeroy, a native of New York. 
Of her union with David Wire there were born 
seven children, recorded as follows: Rosalia, the 
eldest daughter, became the wife of L. B. Hakes, 
and is now deceased; Terressa, the wife of William 
H. Wickwire, is a resident of Winslow, living near 
her sister, Amanda, who is the wife of W. L. De 
Bell; David E. of our sketch was the fourth child; 
John E. is a resident of Kinsley, Edwards Co., 
Kan., Frank A. lives in Sioux City, Lowa; Ross B. 
Wire also lives in Sioux City. 

Our subject attended school during his childhood 
and as soon as old enough began.to assist his par- 
ents around the homestead. He remained under 
the home roof until seventeen years old, after 
which he worked out by the month for eight years. 
He began business for himself by farming on rented 
land and by this means accumulated enough to 
purchase the old homestead which he occupied un- 
til 1887. Then, selling out he came to Winslow 
and began dealing in provisions, building up a suc- 
cessful and profitable trade. He has signalized 
himself as a straightforward business man and hasy 
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all his life voted the Democratic ticket. He has 
been School Director in this township, and socially 
belongs to Winslow Lodge No. 144, I. O. M. A. 
Mr. Wire was married in Winslow Township in 
August, 1870, to Miss Emeline A., daughter of 
Jonathan and Lodeskey (Kennedy) Lincoln, and 
born in Winslow March 15. 1855. Her parents 
came to this county during its early settlement, and 
a further account of them will be found in the 
sketch of Mrs. L. Crandall, published elsewhere in 
this Arsum. Mr. and Mrs. Wire became the par- 
ents of six children, namely, Edith A., Katie L., 
Bernice J., Jessie R., Ivah J. and David E. . The 
wife and mother departed this life Feb. 16, 1887. 


SAMUEL SCHLEICH, a thrifty and pros- 
perous German farmer of Ridott Township, 
| has a finely cultivated tract of land on sec- 
tion 5, comprising 175 acres and supplied 
with first-class buildings. His early life was spent 
in the Grand Duchy of Baden, where his. birth took 
place on the 8th of June, 1852. His father, Abra- 
ham Schleich, was a native of the same locality, 
where he pursued the calling of a farmer, and while 
a young man was married to Miss Mary Ann 
Schmitt. The mother of our subject was also of 
German birth and ancestry, reared not far from the 
home of her husband. 

Our subject was their first child, and the only 
one born in the Fatherland. When he was a year 
old, his parents determined to emigrate to the New 
World, and after landing in America, made their 
way directly to Northern Illinois, and to Ridott 
Township, this county. There the father pur- 
chased forty acres of unimproved land, and took 
possession of a second-hand log cabin, which re- 
mained their residence for some years. He pro- 
ceeded industriously with the cultivation of the 
soil and was prospered, in due time being enabled 
to put up a good set of farm buildings, and add to 
his real estate. He reached out gradually after the 
acres around him, and finally became the possessor 
of nearly a half section in that vicinity. He built 
up a good homestead for his family, and retired 

from active labor in 1882. He is now making his 





home with his daughter, Mrs. L. Kurtz, of Ridott, 
and is sixty-one years of age. The father of our 
subject has always watched with interest the politi- 
cal affairs of his adopted country, and after becom- 
ing a naturalized citizen, identified himself with the 
Democratic party. In religion, he and his wife 
long ago united with the German Evangelical 
Church. The mother died at the old homestead, 
Dec, 14, 1873, when forty-three years old. The 
household included four children, all now living. 

The subject of our sketch was reared under the 
home roof, and after reaching manhood was united 
in marriage, March 5, 1878, to Miss Catherine 
Bardel, who was born in Ridott Township, July 
17, 1856. She is the daughter of George and 
Catherine (Dohr) Bardel, see sketch elsewhere in 
this ALBuM, and was reared and educated in her 
native township, making her home with her par- 
ents until her marriage. Of this union there were 
born four children, one now deceased, namely, 
George, who died in 1880. Those surviviug are 
Edwin P., Clara L. and Mary M. All are at home 
with their parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schleich after their marriage, lo- 
cated on a tract of land in Ridott ‘Township, which 
is now included in the present valuable homestead. 
Besides his cultivated land, our subject is the 
owner of ten acres of fine timber land in another 
part of the township. He has availed himself of 
all the improvements of this day and age, and has 
carried on his farming and business transactions 
after the most improved methods. The farm stock 
and machinery are of the best description, and well 
cared for, and the proprietor is in all respects 
considered a representative citizen of Stepbenson 
County. Politically. he is, as was his father before 
him, a member of the Democratic party, and with 
his estimable wife, belongs to the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. 
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\ UGH RUNKLE, retired farmer, and a resi- 
y dent of Orangeville, is a native of Centre 
County, Pa., and was born Oct. 5, 1825. 

His father, John Runkle, was a native of 

Bucks County, Pa., where he was reared to man- 
hood, and whence, after his marriage, he removed 
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to Centre County. He purchased a tract of tim- 
ber land in Potter Township, where he cleared a 
farm and spent the remainder of his life. He 
served as a soldier in the War of 1812, and pos- 
sessed all the substantial and reliable traits of his 
ancestry. The mother of our subject in her girl- 
hood, was Miss Elizabeth Phillips, also a native of 
the Keystone State. Of her marriage with John 
Runkle there were born eight sons and four daugh- 
ters, all of whom became of age and nine of whom 
are still living. 

The subject of our sketch assisted his father in 
clearing the land and tilling the soil, and in the 
meantime availed himself of the limited opportuni- 
ties afforded for education in the subscription 
schools of his native county, often walking a dis- 
tance of three miles in order to reach the temple 
of learning. He remained a member of the family 
circle until nineteen years old, when he learned 
shoemaking, at which he served a two years’ ap- 
prenticeship, and afterward worked two years as a 
journeyman. Then, on account of ill-health, he 
was obliged to abandon the bench, and resumed 
farming. For eight years afterward and until the 
spring of 1859, he rented his father’s farm, when, 
coming to this county, he purchased a tract of 
land in Buckeye Township, but made his residence 
in Oneco Township until 1861. He then took pos- 
session of his purchase and occupied it eighteen 
months, after which he rented out the land and 
went into Rock Grove Township, where he opened 
a blacksmith-shop and worked at the anvil one and 
one-half years. At the expiration of that time he 
returned to his farm, which he sold a year later, 
and purchasing 115 acres in Oneco Township, ad- 
jacent to Orangeville, proceeded to build up the 
homestead which he now owns and occupies. He 
erected the present dwelling in the fall of 1886, 
and is surrounded by all the comforts of life, while 
enjoying the friendship of the best residents of the 
village. : 

The lady who has been the close companion and 
friend of our subject for the last thirty-four years 
was formerly Miss Hannah Fye, who became his 
wife March 18, 1853. Mrs. Runkle was born in 
Centre County, Pa., and is the daughter of Henry 
and Catherine E, (Van Kirk) Fye, also natives of 





Pennsylvania. Her paternal grandfather, Henry 
Fye, a native of Pennsylvania, spent the last years 
of his life in Centre County, Pa. His son, the 
father of Mrs. R., was married in his native State 
and came to Illinois in 1855, purchasing a farm in 
Rock Grove Township, this county. Sebsequently 
he took up his residence in the village of Oneco, 
where he spent the last years of his life. Mrs. Cath- 
erine Fye was born in 1797, and is still living, 
making her home with her daughter, Mrs. Runkle. — 
The children of our subject, eight in number, were 
named respectively, Alice, Eliza, L. C., David W., 
Daniel, John, Oscar J. and Irving. The parents 
are members of the Reformed Church, and Mr. 
Runkle, politically, is one of the stanchest sup- 
porters of the Democratic party. 


ILLIAM HENRY BRUBAKER, one of 
\f the young and successful farmers of Lan- 

caster Township, is pleasantly located on 
section 10, where he owns a fine farm of nearly 120 
acres, all of which is well improved and contains 
excellent farm buildings, and has been occupied by 
Mr. Brubaker since 1884. It was formerly the 
property of his father, Henry Brubaker, now of 
Dakota Village, but formerly a resident of Lan- 
caster Township, where he first located in 1855. 
He was reared in Lancaster County, Pa., where 
he married Miss Fannie Stibgen, a native of that 
State, and who still lives with her husband in Da- 
kota Village. 

William Brubaker, the subject of this sketch, is 
the eldest but one of a family of five children, two 
sons and three daughters. The latter are now de- 
ceased. The elder son married Miss Myra Whee- 
land, and is a farmer in Story County, Iowa. Will- 
iam Brubaker was born in Ogle County, six miles 
northeast of Polo, Sept. 11, 1854. He was but one 
year old when his father came to this county, and 
has resided in Lancaster ‘Township ever since, 
being educated in the public schools. He remained 
at home until his marriage, which occurred at the 
home of the bride’s parents, in Lancaster Township, 
Feb. 14, 1878. The lady of his choice was Miss 
Mary B. McKibben, who was born in the township 
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where they now reside Dec. 2, 1855, and is the 
daughter of J. T. McKibben, an old settler. 
was educated and reared in the same community in 
which she now lives. 
family of eight, three sons and five daughters, all 
now living. She is the mother of three children— 
Mabel C., Alta L. and Harlan W. 

Mr. Brubaker first occupied his present farm at 
the time of his marriage. ‘The title was then owned 


_ by his fatber. but Mr. Brubaker has since purchased 


it, and is all the while improving it in appearance 


and value, for he is an active and energetic farmer. | 


He is a member of the Mennonite Church, and is 
always ready to stoutly maintain its doctrines. 
His residence and farm command one of the most 
pleasing views in the township. In politics, Mr. 
Brubaker is a stanch and solid Republican, but 
while he is fixed in his political and religious views, 
he is always willing to concede to others the same 
right to their opinions. 
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ILLIAM H. GIFT is a farmer of much sub- 
\pf stance, living in Oneco Township. He 
acguired nearly all of his earthly posses- 
sions by dint of hard labor and rigid economy. He 
was born in Rock Grove Township, this county, 
Dec. 11, 1844, and lived with his parents until he 
was twenty-four years old, when he married Miss 
Catharine E. Miller, daughter of John Miller. In 
his early days he attended the district school, 
where he acquired a rudimentary education, mean- 
while working on the farm. He is the eldest son 
of Michael Gift, whose sketch is given elsewhere in 
this work. 

After marriage, our subject, not having the 
means to purchase land, rented from his father, and 
has worked the latter’s land for sixteen years. His 
father, seeing the thrifty qualities and noting the 
enterprise of his son, has drawn the papers whereby 
property will be secured to him upon his father’s 
death. Although not engaging in politics, Mr. 
Gift is a Republican, and belongs to the Brethren 
or German Baptist Church. 

The wife of Mr. Gift was born Jan. 31, 1850, 
and is the mother of two children: John F., born 


| Oct. 31, 1869, and Etta May, April 27,1880. John 


She | 
| Gift resides is a handsome one, the house being one 
She is the fifth child of a | 


F. resides at home. The place upon which Mr. 


of the finest in this part of Stephenson County. 


| There is also a large and roomy barn on the place. 
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vy) ACOB S. REISINGER, Superintendent of 
the Stephenson County Poor Farm, has been 

| in charge of that institution for the last 
\ LY) twelve years. Itis scarcely necessary to say 
that, considering the length of time which he has 
occupied this responsible position, he has acquitted 
himself with credit and to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. He has managed the farm with excel- 
lent judgment and made the most of its natural 
resources, producing all kinds of grain and vegeta- 
bles, and providing more than is necessary for the 
maintenance of beneficiaries of the institution. He 
devotes his whole time and attention to the in- 
terests of the unfortunate of this county. The 
farm embraces 166 acres of land, and there are 
twenty acres of timber belonging to it on another 
section. When Mr. Reisinger assumed charge 
there were but four trees on the place, but he has 
planted until there are 700 ornamental and shade 
trees, which add greatly to the beauty of the prop- 
erty. The land likewise was greatly run down 
and sadly needed the supervision of a man under- 
standing his business. This want our subject has 
met most thoroughly, and besides bringing the soil to 
a good state of cultivation, has had the buildings 
repaired, additional ones erected, the fences and 
machinery properly cared for, and, indeed, could 
not have fulfilled the trust committed to him in a 
better manner if the property had been his own. 
There has been no trace of “ boodler” work con- 
nected with this institution during the past twelve 
years, as the books are always open for inspection, 
and the Superintendent cordially invites examina- 
tion by all those interested and entitled to the 
privilege. 

Our subject spent his childhood and youth in 
Trumbull County, Ohio, where his birth took place 
Feb. 20, 1836. His father, David Reisinger, also 
a native of the Buckeye State, had learned black- 
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smithing in early manhood, which he followed in 
Trumbull County until the spring of 1855. Then 
deciding to seek his fortune in the West, he came 
to Illinois and located in Stephenson County, which 
was his home until 1858, when he went to Ogle 
County, where he remained until 1876. He then, 
crossed the Mississippi into Grundy County, Iowa, 
where his death took place Jan. 8,1877. The pa- 
ternal grandfather of our subject, Peter Reisinger 
by name, was of German birth and parentage, and 
emigrated to the United States when a small boy, 
locating with his parents in York County, Pa. He 
was there married to a lady whose name is not now 
known to our subject, and who did not live many 
years. His second wife was Miss Barbara Shanner, 
of Beaver County, Pa., who became the mother of 
several children, and died in Ohio in 1849. The 
father afterward lived with his children until his 
death, which took place in Ohio in 1852, at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-six years. His remains were 
placed by the side of those of the mother of his 
children. He had been occupied as a_ blacksmith 
the greater part of his life, but was also fond of 
agricultural pursuits. 

The father of our subject learned the blacksmith 


trade of his honored sire, and remained under the ~ 


home roof until his marriage. The maiden of his 
choice was Miss Sarah Sibert, a native of Middle- 
ton Township, Columbiana Co., Ohio, who is yet liv- 
ing, and is now past seventy years of age. She is 
yet strong and active in mind and body, and re- 
tains many of the characteristics which distin- 
guished her early in life as a careful and conscien- 
tious mother, and led her to train her children to 
habits of industry and principles of honor. 

The subject of this sketch was the eldest of 
eight children, six sons and two daughters, born to 
his parents. ‘The two daughters are both deceased. 
The sons are all married and settled in comfortable 
homes of their own. ‘The early life of Jacob S. 
was spent in the shop and on the farm, and he was 
nearly a young man grown when he accompanied 
his parents to this State. They located in Rock 
Run Township, and two years later our subject was 
united in marriage with Miss Rebecca Hulse, the 
, wedding taking place at the home of the bride, 
Jan. 8, 1858. Mrs. Reisinger is the eldest daugh- 





ter of Benjamin and Cloa A. (Sibert) Hulse, na- 
tives of Ohio, where they were reared and married. 


‘Mr. H. was a carpenter by trade, which he followed 


in his native State until 1856, when he came to the 
West, accompanied by his family, and settled in 
Rock Run Township. There the mother died in 
1862. Mr. Hulse was married the second time and 
removed to Union County, Iowa, where his death 
took place July 14, 1883, when he was seventy- 
three years of age. 

The wife of our subject was born in Trumbull 
County, Ohio, Jan. 24, 1836, and remained with 
her parents until her marriage. Of her union with 
Mr. Reisinger there have been born seven children, 
three now deceased, namely, Charles H., David L. 
and Mattie J., who died when quite young. Those 
surviving are Clara, Ada; Lizzie E., a teacher in 
the district schools; Sarah A., also a teacher, and 
Lydia A., all making their home with their parents. 
The family are members and regular attendants of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church at Freeport. Mr. 
Reisinger keeps himself well posted upon matters 
of general interest and votes the straight Repub- 
lican ticket. He is held in high regard by the peo- 
ple of his townsh?p as a man who has contributed 
his full quota toward its prosperity. He owns a 
good farm in Plymouth County, Iowa, which em- 
braces 320 acres of land. He takes pride in hay- 
ing everything done well, and his management of 
the County Farm has been highly creditable to his 
excellent judgment and good business capacity. 

mis at SRT $$$. 

ENRY C. COX. The first representative 
of the Cox family in this country came 
from England and settled on Long Island 
about 1680. He was a Quaker in religion, 

and possessed the sturdy and substantial qualities 
which have distinguished the family since the 
earliest records. The great-grandfather of our 
subject, who was probably born in 1700, spent the 
last years of his life on Long Island, and there left 
his nearest representatives, his sons and daughters, 
to succeed him. His son James, the grandfather 
of our subject, finally removed to Washington 
County, N. Y., and from there to Jefferson County 
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in the same State, where he spent his last days. 
He reared a family of sons and daughters, among 
whom was William P., the father of our subject, 
who was born in Washington County in 1791, 
where he was reared to manhood and which he first 
left to become a soldier in the War of 1812. At 
the close of that conflict he located in Oneida 
County, where he carried on blacksmithing, and 
had a large contract for the building of locks in the 
Erie Canal. He remained in that vicinity until 
1825, when, going into Genesee County, he pur- 
chased a tract of land five miles north of Batavia, 
from which the timber had not yet been cleared. 
He occupied this five years, cutting down a large 
portion of the forest about him, and then sold out 
and purchased a tract of partly improved land near 
the town of Hanover in Chautauqua County, where 
he lived until 1839. He then determined to emi- 
grate westward, and gathering together his house- 
hold effects, with his wife and ten children, started 
overland with a team to Erie. There his team 
and effects were loaded on a boat, by which means 
they reached Detroit, whence part of them traveled 
by teams to Chicago, and were there joined by the 
rest, who went by water. William Cox had pre- 
viously entered a claim in what is now Winslow 
Township, and after reaching this made it his first 
business to put up a log cabin, into which, as soon 
as finished, the family removed. After living there 
ten years he removed to the village, where his death 
took. place in 1866. The mother of our subject, 
who before her marriage was Miss Phila Goss, was 
also a native of the Empire State. She departed 
this life Oct. 25, 1871. 

Henry C. Cox was a lad of twelve years when he 
came to this county with his parents, and remem- 
bers clearly the incidents connected with the jour- 
ney and the after life of the family in a settlement 
atfording new facilities for social intercourse or the 
transaction of business. In the meantime, his 
father was laboriously marketing the farm produce 
and hauling wheat to Milwaukee, which involved 
a journey of seven days, even in good weather. 
He remained with his parents until the spring of 
1847, and at the coming on ofthe Mexican War, 
enlisted in a St. Louis batallion, with which he 
served nineteen months and until the difficulties 





between this country and Mexico had been settled. 
Soon afterward he started across the plains with an 
ox-team to California, reaching the Golden State 
after a journey of six months. He went into the 
mines and remained on the Pacific Slope until 1856, 
then setting his face eastward, recrossed the Mis- 
sissippi and spent the following nine months at his 
father’s. In October, 1861, soon after the first 
call for troops to assist in the preservation of the 
Union, he enlisted in the 2d California Cavalry 
and served three years in the Department of the 
Pacific. After the surrender of Gen. Lee, he 
received his honorable discharge, being mustered 
out at Salt Lake City, Utah. Soon afterward he 
returned to this county and purchased 138 acres of 
land, which are now included in his present farm. 
He afterward added to his real-estate, and is now 
the owner of 200 acres, finely cultivated and sup- 
plied with good frame buildings. He was married, 
in 1865, to Miss Helen Baker, a native of Bradford 
County, Pa., and the household of two was soon 
enlarged by the birth of Fred in 1867, and Chester 
in 1869, who are now located in Winslow Township, 

As a veteran of two wars and an emigrant to 
California during the gold excitement, where he 
was a witness of many thrilling scenes, the career 
of Mr. Cox has been a deeply interesting one, and 
furnishes a series of events which his descendants 
will look upon with interest long after he shall have 
been gathered to his fathers, and which may per- 
haps be noted with pride in the biographies of the 
future. 
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OLOMON FISHER, of Rock Grove Town- 
ship, was born July 24, 1812, in Centre 
County, Pa. He is the son of Jacob 
Fisher, whose father, John Fisher, went to 

Berks County, Pa., when quite young, and took a 
land claim comprising a large area, about 210 acres 
of which was good, tillable land, the balance being 
mountain and timber. The grandfather lived there 
all his life, and died at the good old age of eighty- 
six years. He was married three times. 

The father of Solomon Fisher was born in Berks 
County, Pa., Jan. 30, 1774. He lived with his 
parents until he was thirty-two years of age, and 
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then married. During the time he resided at home 
he plied the vocation of blacksmithing. His father 
gave him seventy acres of cleared land, and apiece 
of timber, which he farmed, and also worked at his 
trade. In 1809 he went to Centre County, Pa., 
and purchased 170 acres of land there. After dis- 
posing of his Berks County property he removed 
to this farm in 1809, where he spent the rest of 
his life, dying there on the 9th of March, 1829. 
Mr. Fisher’s mother was Susan Haberacker, daugh- 
ter of Dewald Haberacker, who emigrated to this 
country from Alsace, Germany. Her people were 
all farmers. ‘The mother was born March 21, 1779, 
and died April 29, 1862, at her home in Centre 
County, Pa. They had a family of eight children, 
three of whom died when quite young. 

The subject of this sketch lived at home until 
his father died. At the age of seventeen he went 
to work for his brother in summer, and attended 
school in winter. At the age of eighteen he con- 
cluded to try to learn the milling trade, but soon 
gave it up. His people prevailed upon him to en- 
gage in pottery making, and he followed that busi- 
ness for seven years, going tben onto his father’s 
estate, where he remained two years, at the end of 
which time he came West and settled on the farm 
where he now lives in Rock Grove Township. He 
and his brother laid a claim of 600 acres, but in 
entering the land the subject of this sketch only 
secured 311 acres, forty of which were broken, 100 
timber, and the balance prairie and brush. In 
1843 he erected on this land a log cabin. When 
Mr. Fisher first arrived in Illinois farming was in 
its infancy and markets remote. For many years 
the only market accessible was either Chicago or 
the lead mines around Galena. ‘The farmers had 
to haul their grain from fifteen to twenty miles to 
have it ground into flour or meal, and if they were 
fortunate enough to have a surplus of bread-stuff 
they would peddle it within a radius of fifty miles. 

Mr. Fisher was married, April 30, 1843, to Miss 
Barbara Bolender, daughter of John Bolender, of 
Union County. Pa. She was born Feb. 17, 1821. 
Her grandfather was born Sept. 20, 1776, and died 
Jan. 6, 1837. Her father died Aug. 28, 1868, at 
the age of seventy-two years, six months and two 
days. He died from injuries received from being 





thrown from a buggy. Her grandmother, Anna C. 
Miller, was born Jan. 3, 1767, and died at the age 


‘of sixty-five years, eleven months and eighteen 


days. Solomon Fisher and wife have had nine 
children: Catherine, Mrs. J. S. Walker, born April 
15, 1844; Henry, born Sept. 5, 1845, and married 
to Miss H. L. Potthast; Matilda, born March 12, 
1847; William, born May 12, 1849, and married to 
Miss Carrie M. Bottorf, now deceased; Susan and 
Polly, twins, born Aug. 3, 1850; the latter became 
Mrs. Samuel Askey, and died Oct. 1, 1873, leaving 
one child, a son. Susan at home; Barbara, born 
May 23, 1854, and died Jan. 12, 1881; Samuel, 
born Sept. 2, 1858, died when sixteen days old. 
The house in which Mr. Fisher and family now 
reside was erected in 1863, and is the successor of 
the cabin built in 1842. Mr. Fisher organized the 
first Town Board of Rock Grove, and was Town 
Clerk for three years. He has held the offices of 
Trustee and Treasurer for twenty years. Although , 
a Democrat and an office-holder, he is in no sense 
a politician. Mr. Fisher in religion is an agnostic. 
Handsome lithographic portraits of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fisher are shown on another page of this work. 


OHN B. TAYLOR, wholesale and _ retail 

dealer in leather, shoe findings and saddlery 
, bardware, at Nos. 41 and 43 Stephenson 
\C7]; street, Freeport, where he has been estab- 
lished since 1852, by his energy and enterprise 
has built up a profitable and lucrative trade. His 
business house is in fact the leading institution of its 
kind in Stephenson County, and the proprietor is 
now in the enjoyment of a competency, the result 
of his own industry and more thane ordinary  busi- 
ness ability. 

Mr. Taylor, a native of the Empire State, was 
born in Madison County, June 18, 1832. He re- 
ceived but a common-school education, and was 
early thrown upon his own resources. He was 
brought by his parents to Cook County, IIL, in 
1835. Here and in Will Counties he served an ap- 
prenticeship at the tanner’s trade. In 1852 he came 
to Freeport. Although he had been industriously 
employed most of his time he still possessed but 
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little means, but soon secured employment at his 
trade, making good progress both socially and 
financially, and at the end of two years became an 
employe of the firm of F. Baker & Co., which was 
succeeded by the firm of Taylor & Rubel. The 
latter firm continued seven years and then Mr. 


Taylor purchased the interest of his partner and - 


has since conducted the business alone. 

Mr. Taylor, aftera few years in this county, 
found himself on the high road to prosperity, and 
in 1865 his business had enlarged to that extent 
that he erected a tannery and was thus enabled to 


dress his own material after his own methods, 


which resulted in asuperior article that commanded 
alarge and ready sale. This building was destroyed 
by fire in 1878, but Mr. Taylor rebuilt in the fol- 
lowing year, putting up a substantial brick struct- 
ure with greatly enlarged facilities for tanning, and 
the industry has since been one of the important 
features of Freeport. His store building is stocked 
with a large and fine assortment of leathers for all 
purposes, and the transactions of the house extend 
throughout this State and into Wisconsin, Iowa, 
Nebraska and Missouri. Mr. Taylor not only con- 
ducts his own business to advantage, but gives em- 
ployment to a large number of men. He is one of 
the most public-spirited citizens of Freeport, and 
nothing pleases him better than to note its prosper- 
ity and advancement. For this purpose he has ever 
been willing to contribute his time and means. In 
1876, he laid out and equipped at his own expense 
Taylor’s Driving Park, on which he has spared 
neither time nor monéy to make it a desirable resort 
and a means of pleasure to the public. The track, 
one mile in length by accurate measurement, is one 
of the finest in the State. A large proportion of 
the stabling is built of brick, insuring comfort as 
well as security for the valuable animals which are 
brought there to be exercised and kept. The 
Park includes eighty acres of land, enclosed with 
an eight-foot fence, and the walks are tastefully 
laid out and graveled, while walnut, elm, ash and 
other handsome forest trees afford a pleasant shade 
during the warm season. The hall is a tasteful 
structure, handsomely finished and furnished, and 
capable of giving shelter to a large number of 
people. It affords a convenient place for various 





fairs and other institutions, and the Judges’ stand 
adjacent is a substantial and ornamental structure 
fully in keeping with its surroundings. Opposite 
this is a large amphitheater with seating capacity 
for thousands of people. © The park is accessible 
from all parts of the city by the street railroad, in 
which Mr. Taylor is the largest stockholder. The 
rolling stock and animals are creditable to the city, 
the latter being of excellent breed and well cared 
for. These were of Mr. Taylor’s own selection, 
many of them coming from his own stables. 

It will thus be seen that the subject of this sketch 
has aided largely in the building up of the city of 
Freeport, by whose people he is appreciated ac- 
cordingly. There are few enterprises tending to 
the eomfort and welfare of the people in which he 
has not been directly interested. As a natural 
consequence he has been repeatedly solicited to take 
charge of responsible offices, but has invariably de- 
clined, having no political aspirations. He keeps 
himself well posted, however, upon current events 
in both State and National affairs, and votes with 
the Republican party. If he has been delinquent 
in any respect it is that he still remains unmarried. 


hr Se 


ILLIAM A. MENDENHALL, the subject 
\y/ of this sketch, is an active merchant in the 
town of Loran, and also holds the respon- 

sible position of Postmaster, having been appointed 
soon after the accession of Grover Cleveland to the 
Presidency. His parents were John and Cather- 
ine (Low) Mendenhall. The father was born in 
Fayette County, Pa., and the mother in Lycoming 
County, Pa. Upon their first arrival in Illinois, 
they settled in Jo Daviess County, where the 
mother died. In 1873 the father moved to Harri- 
son County, Mo. They had five children, one girl 
and four boys, of whom William A. was the sec- 
ond child. He was born in Elizabeth Township, 
Jo Daviess Co., Ill, on the 22d of November, 
1843. Up to the age of twenty-seven, his life was 
spent with his parents. At that age he married, 
and settled on his father’s farm in Jo Daviess 
County, where he continued to live for two years, 
when he removed to Harrison County, Mo., where 
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he lived one and one-half years, when he returned 
to Illinois and settled in Jefferson Township, Ste- 
phenson County. Here he remained about six 
years, when he returned to Jo Daviess County and 
engaged in merchandising. In 1882 he moved to 
Loran, where he established himself in business, 
and where he has since resided. In his establish- 
ment may be found every article usually kept on 
hand by the typical country merchant. 

Mr. M. was married, in Stephenson County, Nov. 
1, 1870, to Amelia Hoy, daughter of Daniel Hoy 
(see sketch). Mr. and Mrs. Mendenhall have three 
living children—John D., Anna L. and Samuel W. 
—and three dead—George F., Aimie J. and Ma- 
mie C, 

Mr. Mendenhall’s record, as a citizen and a 
soldier, is good. In September, 1864, he en- 
listed in the 146th Illinois Infantry, with which he 
served until July, 1865, when it was mustered out 
of the service. Mr. Mendenhall has held several 
responsible civil positions, among which are Jus- 
tice of the Peace, Assessor and Township Clerk. 
On account of his activity and vigilance in politi- 
cal affairs, he was rewarded by his party in Novem- 
ber, 1885, by being appointed Postmaster. He is 
a free and accepted Mason in good;standing, and 
is a regular attendant_upon the meetings of his 
lodge. 


Kot Ges 


OHN F. MISHLER, whose farm is located on 

section 31, Kent Township, is a native to 

the manor born, and is ason of the vener- 

able Emanuel Mishler, a sketch of whom is 
given in another place. John F. Mishler was born 
in Kent Township, Jan. 7,1855. From the time he 
was old enough, up to the time when it became nec- 
essary for him to-assume the duties of manhood, he 
attended the common schools, and was an excep- 
tionally studious pupil. He has never regretted 
the time he devoted to study in the schools, and at 
odd hours out of school. He remained at home 
with his parents until he was twenty-three years of 
age, when he married and settled in Kent Town- 
ship, where his home has always been. He is the 
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owner of eighty acres of land, which is highly cul- 
tivated. 

Our subject was married in Nora, Ill., Oct. 
7, 1875, to Miss Eva Stafford, daughter of Amos 
and Susan (Kaufman) Stafford. Her parents were 
natives of Maryland and Virginia, respectively, and 
had eight children, of whom Mrs. Mishler was the 
seventh. She was born in Green County, Wis., 
Jan. 30, 1857. Mr. and Mrs. Mishler are the par- 
ents of three chiidren—Nellie M., Carrie S. an 
Bell S. : 

Mr. Mishler is independent in polities, choosing 
not to attach himself to either of the old parties, 
and reserving to himself the right to vote for whom 
he pleases on election day. 


AMES M. PHILLIPS, farmer, who resides 
on section 5, Harlem Township, Stephenson 
County, is the son of Norman and Phebe 

@ A. (Martin) Phillips, who were natives of 
Otsego County, N. Y., where they were married and 
remained until 1837, when they came West, and 
settled in Waddams Township, this county. Mrs. 
Phillips died Oct. 29, 1843, and Mr. Phillips, 
March 8, 1884. There was a family of six chil- 
dren, two girls and four boys, born to them as fol- 
lows: Maria Louisa, May 14, 1834; George An- 
drew, Feb. 27, 1836; James M; Parley Agrippa, 
born May 28, 1840; Elizabeth Josephine, Feb. 13, 
1842; Ambrose Spencer, Oct. 29, 1843. Mr. Nor- 
man Phillips was married the second time, to De- 
sire Hathaway, by whom he had one child, a girl, 
Mary Theresa, born Sept. 16, 1845. Of these chil- 
dren Elizabeth, Maria L. and George A..are dead. 

James M., the subject of this sketch, was the 
third child, and was born on Green Bay, Wis., Oct. 
26, 1837, while his parents were en route for Ste- 
phenson County. He received a fair education, 
mostly in the common schools of Stephenson 
County, and although his opportunities were few, 
by his diligence and earnestness he made the most 
of his chances as he has since always done in the 
vocations of life. He has always been engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, with the exception of three 
of the best years of his life, when at the call of 
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President Lincoln, he laid aside the plow and fol- 
lowed the fortunes of war in the defense of his 
country, in Co..G., 92d Ill. Vol. Inf., in which he 
enlisted Aug. 9, 1862. Although he enlisted as a 
_private with no hope or desire of holding official 
position, he was promoted Corporal. At the siege 
of Atlanta a wound in the left leg caused him to 
lie in the hospital almost three months. He was 
mustered out June 22, 1865, at Concord, N. C., 
when he returned home to Stephenson County. He 
is the owner of 540 acres of as fine land as is seen 
in Stephenson County, 300 of which he has brought 
toa high state of cultivation by his continuous toil 
and industrious methods of farming. 

Mr. P. was married in Harlem Township, Aug. 
11, 1862, to Miss Mary R. Stout, the daughter of 
John H. and Catherine A. (Wolf) Stout, who were 
prominent residents of that township. 
natives of Pennsylvania, and first settled in Lycom- 
ing County, where they lived until 1845, when, 
seized with the impulse so largely prevailing in the 
East at that time, they sought homes in Illinois, 
settling in Freeport, where they remained fifteen 
years, Mr. S. working as a carpenter. They then 
settled on a farm on section 4, in Harlem Township, 
and there remained until 1882, when they removed 
to Kansas, where the wife died May 1, 1883. ‘They 
had eight children, five boys and three girls. Mrs. 
P., the eldest of the family, was born in Cecil 
County, Md., Sept. 6, 1839. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Phillips are the parents of 
eleven children, named in the order of their ages 
as follows: Charles N., Clara E., George W., John 
A., William J., Arthur F., Eugene M., Harry M., 
Nelson C., Frank L. and Mabel E. Arthur died 
when but six and a half years of age. Miss Clara 
is a teacher in the common schools of Harlem Town- 
ship. 

Mr. Phillips bears an irreproachable character 


among his neighbors, and has without solicitation’ 


been elected by the citizens of Harlem ‘Township to 
fill the important offices of Collector and Assessor 
and has also held the offices of Road Commissioner 
and Justice of the Peace. ‘The confidence and es- 
teem in which Mr. Phillips is held by the citizens of 
this township cause his advice to be sought, and 
his counsels to be iargely followed. In politics he 
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is a steadfast believer in the principles of the Dem- 
ocratic party, from the time of Thomas Jefferson 
down to the present Democratic President, Grover 
Cleveland. 


~ SS Se ‘ 
wi CHARLES DONOHUE, the editor and 
Ke proprietor of the Freeport Democrat, is a 


native of Holyoke, Mass., and is of Irish 
parentage. Early in life he moved to Chicago, 
where he attended the old Dearborn School. In 
early life he became interested in journalism, and 
published a boy’s paper. He learned the printing 
business, and then became a reporter in Chicago, 
which occupation he followed until 1877, when he 
made Freeport his home. He became interested 
in the Daily Herald, the first daily that ever was a 
success up to that time in that city. He severed 
his connection with the Herald in 1879, and be- 
came city editor of the Daily Bulletin. The Herald 
was healthy and prosperous when Mr. Donohue 
left it, but before the end of the year it turned its — 
toes to the daisies. In 1882 he became the city 
editor of the Journal, a new daily, and made it a 
success from the first issue. 

On the 16th of May, 1883, our subject was mar- 
ried to Miss Mollie M. Gleason, at Lena, Il. She 
is the daughter of a pioneer in the service of the 
Illinois Central Railroad Company. ‘They have 
one child, a daughter, three years old. 

In June, 1887, Mr. D. purchased the Democrat, 
and is having a wonderful success. His accession 
to the proprietorship of the Democrat was made 
the occasion of very complimentary mention 
through the columns of his numerous contempora- 
ries through Illinois and Wisconsin, from some of 
whom we quote. The Rockford Register says: 
“The Democrat always shows the ear marks of the 
wide-awake, enterprising ‘Donny.’ If the Demo- 
erat does not flourish like a green bay tree, it will 
not be for the lack of an able newspaper man at the 
helm.” The Dixon Sun said: “ Mr. Donohue is a 
practical printer, a life-long Democrat, and a bright 
and spicy writer.” The Galena Gazette said: 
** Charles Donohue has done much to build up the 
newspaper business in Freeport, and now that he 
has embarked in business for himself, that he will 
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make a success cannot be doubted.” The Savanna 
Journal said: ‘Mr. Donohue is practically the 
pioneer of daily journalism in Illinois, and by ex- 
traordinary effort and perseverance has achieved a 
success almost phenomenal in that branch of busi- 
ness.” And from every quarter came words of 
commendation and as full of encouragement as 
these. 
the enterprising men of Freeport, said: ‘* F. Charles 
Donohue is a young gentleman gifted with the 
versatile talents which do not come simply by edu- 
cation, but are inbred. Mr. Donohue may be 
properly denominated as the father of successful 
city journalism, who by his aggressive energy, his 


quick-centered ability to obtain valued informa-- 


tion, fertility of resources for making the local 
columns newsy, spicy and interesting, and consum- 
mate tact in giving the public the latest happen- 
ings of local interest, established beyond peradven- 
ture, the success of daily journalism in Freeport.” 

The Daily Democrat was started Sept. 5, 1887, 
It was a success from the very 
first issue, and is pushing its way ahead rapidly. 
The Chicago Herald in referring to it editorially, 
says: “*One of the very best of the neighboring 
newspapers is the Daily Democrat, of Freeport, 
edited by F. Charles Donohue, formerly well known 
in Chicago. 
and, what is equally important, a successful jour- 
nal,” 
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EORGE KLINE, of Oneco Township, was 
(5 born in Union County, Pa., Novy. 26, 1831. 
He is the son of John Kline, a native of 
Pennsylvania, who devoted his life to farming. 
The grandfather was Samuel Kline, and the grand- 
mother was before: her marriage a Miss Lutz. Mr, 
Kline’s father lived with his parents on a farm in 
Union County, Pa., untilhe grew to manhood, when 
he served an apprenticeship at the blacksmith trade, 
at which he worked for several years. He had a 
lot of about twelve acres of land, on which was 
located ashop, near Mifflinburg, and kept adding to 
his land until he had secured thirty-four acres. In 
185 he sold his possessions in Union County, Pa., 


The Chicago Inter’ Ocean, in referring to | 


He is making a bright and attractive, . 





came to Stephenson County, and took possession 
of a farm, which he rented complete, including 
stock, farming utensils, etc. Later he bought a 
farm afew miles east of Oneco, where he lived, 
and also bought property in Oneco Township, ad- 
joining the farm now owned by the subject of this 
sketch, and forty acres in Wisconsin. He moved 
to his new farm in December, 1856, where he re- 
mained until his death. He was a Republican in 
politics and held the office of Road Commissioner. 
The mother of Mr. Kline was Miss Anna Engle- 
hart, daughter of Mr. Englehart, of Pennsylvania. 
They had a family of ten children, nine of whom 
are living. 

George Kline Jived with his parents until he was 
twenty-three years of age, lending a helping hand 
on the farm, in the blacksmith-shop, and wherever 
else he could earn money for his parents. At that 
time he married, and with his wife began house- 
keeping in a modest way. His first business ven- 
ture after marriage was in connection with a 
brother-in-law, and they contracted to chop 100 
cords of wood, and cut 100 immense saw logs for the 
sum of $55. Before completing this contract they 
concluded tosublet it, and it was finished by others, 
George then engaged in teaming, which occupation 
he followed for five months, and then worked by 
the day at any employment he could secure for one 
year. He then left his wife with her parents, and 
came west on a prospecting tour, but in less than 
four weeks returned to Pennsylvania, where he 
worked at day labor and odd jobs until he had se- 
cured sufficient money to buy stock and imple- 
ments with which to equip a farm. He then leased 
his father-in-law’s place, which he worked for one 
year, at the end of which time he againcame West, 
and joined his father’s family in Oneco Township, 
where he remained until the spring of 1859, when 
he moved one mile south, and worked a year for 


sixty-two and one-half cents a day, excepting in . 


harvest time when he received $1 a day. Dur- 
ing this time he boarded himself and family but 
had rent free, besides timber and a patch of 
ground for cultivation. He saved $40 the first 
year, with which he bought a horse, paying 
part cash and giving his note for the balance. 
He leased the farm on which he had worked for 
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one year, at the end of which time he returned to 
his father’s home. For the next two years he 
leased small fields of the neighboring farmers and 
fitted them. He then moved onto the property 
where he now lives, and rented a farm adjoining, 
which he managed two years; then he rented a 
farm about one mile east, where he remained two 
years, and afterward purchased eighty-one acres 
of his present farm at $35 per acre. To meet 
the payment on this purchase he-borrowed $2,000 
at six per cent when money was bringing ten 
per cent. The parties of whom he procured 
money asked no further obligation than his word 
of honor, his word being considered as good as his 
bond. He now has as comfortable a home as can 
be seen in the county. He has purchased the old 
homestead and owns over 150 acres of land. He 
has always conducted his business.on a cash basis. 

Mr. Kline was married on the 6th of April, 1853, 
in Snyder County, Pa., to Miss Caroline Benfer, 
daughter of Michael Benfer. Her mother’s name 


was Catherine Maurer, who was a daughter of 


Jacob Maurer, of Pennsylvania. Mrs. Kline was 
born in 1833. They have had five children: 
Sarah E., Mrs. Bolender, of Rock Grove; Mary P., 
Mrs. Yarger, who now resides in Kansas; Laura, 
Mrs. Sherbondy, and Jessie May; one child, Edwin, 
died in infancy. 
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ARTON G. COOPER, of Rock Grove Town- 
ship, was born April 1, 1847, and is the son 
of Chalkley J. Cooper, a native of Pennsyl- 


vania. He in his turn was a son of Amos, 


who likewise was a native of Pennsylvania, but 
moved to Illinois when our subject’s father was 
twelve years old. The father of our subject was born 
May 26,1810, in Bucks County, Pa., and remained 
with his parents until he grew to manhood. He 
was married, at the age of thirty, to Margaret 
Thompson, daughter of Robert Thompson, a na- 
tive and farmer of Virginia. 
had a large family, as follows: Robert 'T., who is 
engaged in farming in Nebraska; Mary E., who be- 
came Mrs. J. M. Fisher, and died in 1872; Barton 





Our subject's father | 


G.. our subject; Joseph L., who lives in Nebraska, 
and is interested in a bus line in Grand Island, 
that State; Anna, now Mrs. George A. Emerick, 
resides in Rock Grove; Susan L. has become Mrs. 
William M. Jones, and resides in Kansas, and C. J. 
also lives in Kansas, 

3 Chalkley J. Cooper was a soldier in the Black 
Hawk War in 1832, and belonged to Capt. Knott’s 
company. The regiment was commanded by Col. 
Blackburn and formed a part of the 2d Brigade, 
under Gen. Alexander. He was married July 28, 
1840, held some local offices, operated a sawmill, 
and also followed the vocation of a farmer. He 
died March 18, 1885, aged seventy-five years, and 
his wife was fifty-six years old at the time of her 
death. 

Our subject lived with his parents until he was 
twenty-four years of age, helping on the farm and 
attending the district school. At that age he mar- 
ried, rented his father’s farm two years, and then 
moved to Kansas and located on a tract of land 
which he had pre-empted two years before. He 
farmed his Kansas land eight years, then sold out 
and moved back on his father’s farm, which he had 
rented, and lived there three years, when he bought 
his present home. Barton G. Cooper has filled 
various local offices. He was Assessor two terms 
and is now serving his first term as Supervisor, a 
position corresponding to that of Commissioner in 
some States, 

In 1865 Mr. Cooper enlisted in Co. E, 147th Ill. 
Vol. Reg., Capt. Darling commanding. He was in 
several skirmishes and was mustered out of service 
at the close of the war. He married, in 1871, Miss 
Mary Bollinger, daughter of George Bollinger, of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. George Bollinger was a cabinet- 
maker and chair manufacturer, as was also his fa- 
ther, Michael, and both lived in Pennsylvania at 
the time of their death. 

~ Barton Cooper has lived on his present place, 
comprising 100 acres, since he first purchased it. 
Eight children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cooper: Jennie A., aged fifteen; Frank O., thir- 
teen; Carrie D., eleven; Susan, nine; Warren B., 
seven, and Theodore, three. They all reside at 
home. The two youngest children are twins and are 


| named Claudius M. and Minnie M.; they are 
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about eighteen months old. Politically, our subject 
is a Republican, and his father was an old-line 


Whig, who was brought up in the Quaker Church. 
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OHN F. FAIR, a successful physician and 


surgeon of Freeport, is a native of Stephen- 

son County, and has established himself in 

the esteem and confidence of his fellow-towns- 
men, both as a practitioner and a citizen. Dr. Fair 
was born in Waddams Township, Sept. 16, 1855. 
He is the son of Samuel Fair, one of the early set- 
tlers of the county, who was born in Pennsylvania, 
where he grew to manhood, and married Miss Mary 
J. Hartsough, who was also a native of that State. 
He emigrated to the West in 1850, locating in 
Waddams Township, Stephenson County. For 
many years the pair resided on a farm in that town- 
ship, and then removed to the town of Lena, where 
they still reside. They are the parents of eight 
children, all boys, one of whom died at the age of 
thirteen, of lockjaw from a wound on the knee joint 
received while cutting corn. The other seven chil- 
dren lived to maturity. 

Dr. John Fair was the second child. His boy- 
hood was spent in Waddams Township, where he 
attended the district schools, and afterward was a 
student in the High School at Lena, and. graduated 
from Carthage College, Carthage, Ill., in the class 
of ’78, having taken the classical course leading to 
the degree of A. B., and subsequently to that of 
A. M., which degrees were conferred upon him. 
The time intervening between college terms he 
spent in teaching school. Concluding to adopt the 
profession of medicine he became a student in the 
office of Dr. F. W. Byers, of Monroe, Wis. He 
prosecuted his studies there for a period of six 
months, and then entered Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, where he took a winter and spring course of 
lectures, when he came to Freeport and entered the 
office of Dr. Caldwell, a most eminent physician and 
instructor. In the fall of 1880 he went to the city 
of New York, and entered the University and Medi- 
cal College of that city, from which he graduated 
in 1881. He then returned to Freeport and associ- 
ated himself with Dr. Caldwell in the practice of 
medicine, where he remained until the summer of 





1884, when he made an extended tour through the 
Western States, including Iowa, Nebraska, Colorado 
and Kansas. Upon his return to Freeport he was 
married to Miss Clara H. Miller, daughter of Capt. 
Ff. O. and Ruth A. Miller, in October, 1884, and in 
the same fall went to Philadelphia, and took a 
course of lectures at the Jefferson Medical College, 
from which he received the degree of M.D. In 
May, 1885, he entered actively upon the practice of 
bis profession in Freeport, where he has ever 
since enjoyed the large patronage for which he so 
eminently fitted himself. 

Dr. Fair stands high in several of the social and 
benevolent orders. He is amember of Winneshiek 
Lodge I. O. O. F., and isa Mason of high rank, 
having received the 32d degree. To show 
the esteem in which he is held by the people it is 
pleasant to note the fact that at a fair held by the 
G. A. R., where a gold-headed cane was voted to 
the most popular physician of Freeport, Dr. Fair 
carried off the prize bya large majority. Although 
he seldom carries the cane it is kept as one of those 
pleasant mementoes so cheerfully bestowed and 
gratefully received. Dr. and Mrs. Fair have one 
child, a son named Paul J. 
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| section 8, in Harlem Township, Stephenson 
AS) | County. His parents were John and Anna 
M. Schoeny, natives of Baden, Germany, where 
they were married and kept house until the spring 
of 1846, when they came to America and settled in 
Erie County, N. Y., where the father of the family 
died in 1855. In the fall of the year 1856 the 
widow gathered her little band of children around 
her and started for the prairies of Iowa, but after 
reaching Dubuque they were not content, and after 
remaining but a few days returned to Freeport 
where they had noticed the fertile country as they 
passed through Harlem Township. Here the mother 
died Feb. 14, 1881, after a long and useful life. 
There were nine children in the Schoeny family, 
seven boys and two girls. George F., the young- 
est of the children, was born in Baden, Germany, 
May 17, 1838, and was but eight years of age 
when his parents set sail for the famous shores 


(C= F. SCHOENY, farmer, resides on 
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of America. He remained at home until the spring 
of 1876, assisting and taking care of his aged 
mother, when he came West with the family, and 
after their final settlement in Stephenson County, 
settled down to the arduous duties of farm life, in 
which he has always been engaged with the exception 
of two years in New York, which he spent as an 
apprentice in a butter and cheese manufactory. He 
now owns 120 acres of land, nearly all of which has 
been improved and cultivated through bis indus- 
trious methods of farming. He has also saved 
enough from the fruits of the soil to erect valuable 
and convenient farm-buildings upon his premises. 

Our subject was married in Freeport, Ill., Dee. 7, 
1865, to Miss Louisa Yeorg, the daughter of Fred- 
erick and Catherine (Myer) Yeorg, who were both 
natives of Wurtemberg, Germany, where they mar- 
ried and resided until about 1838, when they ar- 
rived in Philadelphia. Afterward they moved to 
Freeport, where the husband died Jan. 22, 1880; 
Mrs. Yeorg still survives. The family consisted of 
thirteen children, five boys and eight girls, Mrs. 
Schoeny being the ninth child. She was born in 
Philadelphia, July 22, 1847. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schoeny are the parents of seven 
children, only two of whom now survive, viz: 
Emily C. and Mary R. The deceased children 
were, Ida M. and Ermina R.; Ida was eight -and 
Ermina six years of age at the time of their death. 
The remaining children died in infancy. It is the 
possession of such hard-working and energetic far- 
mers as Mr. Schoeny that has made the county of 
Stephenson famous as one of the most productive 
and wealthy communities in Illinois. While Mr. 
Schoeny has given more attention to hard work 
than to polities, he is a Democrat, and always calls 
for that ticket at election. A view of his home 
with its attractive surroundings is elsewhere pre- 
sented. 
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well-to-do farmer of Buckeye Township. 
He was born in Dauphin County, Pa., 
Dec. 13, 1823. His father, Isaac Matter, 
came from the same county, and his father, John 
Matter, was born in Germany. Their ancestors 


Mest MATTER is an early settler and 





were all farmers. The grandfather spent the rest 
of his life after coming to America in Dauphin 
County. The father of the subject of this sketch 
was reared on a farm, but when he grew to bea 
young man he learned the trade of a tailor, but 
after his marriage bought a farm in Dauphin 
County, which he worked until 1833, when he 
sold it and moved to Jefferson County, buying a 
farm there which he occupied until 1845. He then 
sold that farm and started for Illinois, accompanied 
by his wife and ten children. He started on the 
trip in the way common to those times, with a pair 
of horses and a wagon, camping out by the way. At 
Red Bank he loaded his household goods on a raft, 
and the family kept on with the wagon to Mt. 
Mahonen, where they embarked on a steamer on 
the Alleghany River and went by boat on the Ohio 
and Mississippi Rivers to Savanna, making the rest 
of the way by team to Freeport. 

Mr. Matter first located in Buckeye Township, 
where he rented a house, and while his family lived 
there he hunted a place that would suit him and 
bought a farm on section 18. The land consisted 
of forty acres improved, but there was no house on 
it. He proceeded at once to build a house and 
moved his family there, where he resided until his 
death, which occurred on the 23d of July, 1866. 
Mr. Matter was twice married; the maiden name of 
his first wife was M. M. Umhols, and she resided in 
Dauphin County. She died about 1825. The maiden 
name of his second wife was Hannah Lanker, and 
she died June 8, 1884. 

Our subject grew to manhood in Pennsylvania 
on a farm, where he acquired the rugged traits of 
character which distinguished him through life. 
After coming to this county he made his home 
with his parents, and commenced life here by work- 
ing by the day and month. He first received $9 
per month. Saving up his money he bought some 
land of his father, at $3.50 per acre. He has 
been farming for himself ever since, and now owns 
about 500 acres of land, all in Buckeye ‘Township. 
He has erected good and substantial buildings and 
planted a large number of fruit and shade trees. 
On the 24th of April, 1856, he was married to 
Maria Duth in Lehigh County, Pa. They have 
had ten children: Charles A., born in Dakota 'Town- 
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ship; Alice married J. W. Ressman, now dead ; Anna 
M. is the wife of Peter Rubendall, and resides in 
Nebraska; Nora, John W., Jennie, Edward, Stephen 
H., Lewis and Lloyd, are at home. Mr. Matter isa 
self-made man, and has accomplished the ends he 
has reached under adverse circumstances. He and 
his wife are members of the Evangelical Church. 
His father was a Class-Leader in the church for 
many years. Mr. Matter gives his allegiance to 
the Republican party. 

On another page a view of Mr. Matter’s hand- 
some residence and farm-buildings is given. 
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7) LFRED A. CRARY, who for many years 

@ was identified with the educational inter- 

ests of Stephenson County as a teacher and 
af Superintendent of Schools, has been a resi- 
dent of Freeport since 1866. He was born in the 
old Mormon town of Kirtland, in Geauga County, 
Ohio, July 2, 1826. His father. Erastus Crary, was 
born in Stonington, Conn, in 1786, and the mother, 
formerly Miss Rebecca Dunwall, was born in the 
same place, and became the wife of Erastus Crary 
about 1805. They emigrated to Western New 
York and thence to Ohio, settling in the latter 
State in 1807, where the father engaged first as a 
carpenter and joiner and subsequently in farming 
pursuits. Their family consisted of eleven chil- 
dren, ten of whom lived to mature years and six of 
whom still survive. ‘The parents died in Lake 
County, Ohio. 

Alfred A. Crary was the ninth child, and passed 
his boyhood and youth in his native county, com- 
pleting his education in the Western Reserve Sem- 
inary, an institution especially calculated for the 
instruction of those who designed becoming teach- 
ers. He began the duties of his chosen profession 
near Niagara Falls, in Canada. In 1856 he came 
to this county, and taught first at Andrews’ Mills, 
then at Lena, and afterward in the town of Davis. 
In 1860 he was elected County Superintendent of 
Schools, which position he held, for ten years, in 


the meantime working hard and availing himself_ 


of every opportunity to excel in the duties con- 
nected with his profession. After retiring from 





this office he engaged in teaching two years at 
Wellsville. Mo., and six years at Chatsworth, in 
the southeastern part of Livingston County. He 
afterward taught two years at Storm Lake, Iowa. 
Mr. Crary was married, in 1850, to Miss Eunice, 


' daughter of Jonathan and Melinda (Davenport) 


Brigham, natives of Vermont, who died in Geauga 
County, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. C. have no children, 
but have performed the part of parents to a boy 
and a girl, both of whom were formally adopted. 
The boy died at the age of fifteen years, and the 
girl still lives with her foster parents. 

Mr. Crary was in former years a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, belonging to Moses R, Thomp- 
son Lodge, but demitted to help organize a lodge 
in Missouri, and has not since affiliated with his 
home lodge. Both he and his estimable wife are 
connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 
which Mr. C. has officiated as Steward and to 
which he has been a cheerful and liberal contributor 
for many years. Politically, he was in early life a 
stanch adherent of the old Whig party, but upon 
its dissolution allied himself with the Republicans, 
with whom he has since voted. 

The grandfather of our subject, Christopher 
Crary, was of substantial Scotch ancestry, and was 
the first settler in the old town of Kirtland, Ohio, 
where he followed general merchandising. 
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y/ OSEPH GIBBONS, of Davis, is the scion of 

an old Pennsylvania family which, for sev- 

eral generations, has been widely and favor- 

ably known in the Keystone State, where 

the first representatives in this country settled upon 

their emigration from England. The paternal 

grandfather of our subject during his early life, 

was a resident of York County, whence he removed 

later to Centre County, where he spent his last 

days. He did not live to be aged, but was stricken 

down in the prime of life. It is believed that his 
occupation was farming. : 

The maternal grandfather of our subject emi- 
grated from his native Ireland prior to the Revo- 
lutionary War, and entered with all the zeal of his 
warm-hearted race, into the struggle of the Colon- 
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ists for their liberties. He also, after the conflict 
had ended, retired to Pennsylvania, where he spent 
the balance of his life, and died at an advanced 
age. The father of our subject, Joseph Gibbons, 
Sr., was born in York County, Pa., where, with the 
exception of a few years spent in Centre County, 
he passed his entire life. He was a tailor by trade, 
and the father of a large family, by two wives. 
The first wife became the mother of three children, 
and the second of nine. He also lived to a good 
old age. ‘The mother of our subject was in her 
girlhood, Miss Polly Murphy, and Joseph, Jr., was 
her third child. She was born in York County, 
Pa., and died there while still a young woman. 

Joseph Gibbons was but three years of age when 
he was deprived of the affectionate care of his 
mother. His father afterward married Miss Sarah 
Barger, who was born in York County, Pa., and is 
still living in Lancaster, Pa., with her children, be- 
ing now over eighty years of age. Joseph Gib- 
bons, Sr., departed this life Aug. 10, 1857. Our 
subject remained a member of his father’s house- 
hold until a youth of seventeen years, when he be- 
came the apprentice of Philip Graham, at the shoe- 
maker’s trade in York County. He remained with 
this gentleman three years, and was afterward as- 
sociated in partnership with him for a time, and 
then took up his residence in Lower Windsor, 
where he lived eight years. In August, 1853, he 
came to Illinois, where he followed his trade for a 
time, and afterward turned his attention to relig- 

‘ious matters. He had always been of a serious 
turn of mind, and now began studying for the 
ministry. He became a member of the Evangeli- 
cal Conference of Illinois. He followed preaching 
in this State, Wisconsin and Iowa, and after retir- 
ing from the ministry, established himself at Davis 
as a dealer in and manufacturer of hoots and shoes. 
Since that time, with the exception of a few years, 
he has carried on his business by himself, and built 
up a profitable trade. 

The marriage of Joseph Gibbons and Miss E. J. 
Mease, took place at the bride’s home in Freeport, 
April 16, 1857. Mrs. Gibbons was born in Centre 
County, Pa., in 1834, and when seven years of age, 
caine to this county with her father, J. C. Mease, 

The mother, who in her 





who is now deceased. 
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girlhood was Miss Elizabeth Eby, died at the home 
of her daughter in Rock Run Township, when over 
eighty years of age. Mr. and Mrs. Gibbons be- 
came the parents of twelve children, five of whom 
are deceased. ‘Those surviving are recorded as 
follows: Sarah, the wife of Watson Hitchcock, is a 
native of St. Louis, Mo.; Elizabeth E. married 
Robert Frazier, a conductor on the C., B. & Q. R. 
R., who resides at Rock Island; William J. is at 
present in the far West; Emma M., Oliver, Jessie 
and Beatrice, are at home with their parents. Mr. 
Gibbons politically, is a true-blue Republican, and 
aman of good abilities, who has at different times, 
held the minor offices of his township. 
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‘jy EVI KEISTER, Rock Grove ‘Township. 
| e The subject of the following biography 
\S comes of excellent Pennsylvania stock, and 


was born in Union County, that State, Dec. 31, 
1833. His father, Benjamin Keister, also a native 
of the Keystoue State and born in 1799, after the 
labors of a long and worthy life, closed his eyes 
upon the scenes of earth at his home in Lena, this 
county, Feb. 21, 1872. The mother, formerly Miss 
Catharine Cotherman, was born in Union County, 
Pa., and died at her home in Rock Grove ‘Town- 
ship in 1850. 

The father of our subject, during his early man- 
hood, was employed in a sawmill in his native 
county and also learned blacksmithing, After 
reaching his majority, he departed from the home 
roof and, purchasing a farm in Union County, fol- 
lowed agriculture, in connection with his trade, 
until the spring of 1844. In the meantime he had 
been married, and now, with his wife and family, 
decided to seek a permanent home farther west. 
They started on the journey overland, equipped 
with four horses and two wagons, and after a jour- 
ney of ten weeks, pitched their tent in Rock 
Grove ‘Township, this county. They did not 
remain here, however, very long, but subse- 
quently migrated north into Wisconsin, and were 
residents of Green County for the following eight- 
een months. Mr. Keister then came back to IIli- 
nois and purchased a tract of wild land in Rock 
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Grove Township, where he put up a log house and 
commenced breaking prairie. The nearest market 
at that day wasat Mineral Point and around the 
lead mines of Galena, and occasionally the farmers 
hauled their produce to Chicago. Transportation 
was effected by horse and ox teams, and the father 
of our subject experienced, in common with his 
brother pioneers, all the hardships and difficulties 
He possessed the qual- 
ities of perseverance and courage, and in due time 
enjoyed the reward of his labors. He watched 
with interest the development of the country 
around him, and contributed his full quota to its 
advancement and prosperity. 

The mother of our subject was the daughter of 
Jacob Cotherman, a native of Germany, who emi- 
grated to this country during the early settlement 
of Pennsylvania. During the Indian war of that 
period he was captured by the savages and held a 
prisoner seven years. He had already been mar- 
ried, and was the father of a family, and both he 
and they suffered all the terrors of anxiety and ap- 
prehension during the period that the husband and 
father was absent from his family and his fate 
practically unknown. He was exchanged, how- 
ever, after the troubles had ended, and at length 
rejoined his family. Benjamin and Catharine Keis- 
ter became the parents of ten children, of whom 
five sons and three daughters grew to maturity, 
and two died in infancy.. Mr. K., early in life, 
identified himself with the old Whig party, but 
afterward endorsed the principles of the Repub- 
licans. He wasa devoted member of the German 
Reformed Church, while the mother belonged ‘to 
the Evangelical Lutheran. 

The subject of our sketch remained a member of 
the parental household until reaching his majority, 
when he began an apprenticeship at the carpenter’s 
trade. He was a natural mechanic, and after six 
months received a journeyman’s wages. He con- 
tinued at his trade about five years, and then de- 
termined to change his occupation. His father 
offered him good terms if he would rent the old 
homestead, which he accepted, and occupied it for 
a period of eight years, engaged in farming, and ob- 
taining money to purchase property of his own. He 
selected 1524 acres on sections 19, 20, 29 and 30, 


of life in a new country. 





in Rock Grove Township, which comprises his 
present homestead, and upon which he has made 
good improvements, including a substantial farm 
residence, a good barn and all other necessary 
buildings. In addition to general farming he has 
of late years given much attention to the culture 
of bees, and at one time had 130 hives. 

The marriage of Levi Keister and Miss Mary J. 
Runkle took place at the home of the bride, in 
Rock Run Township, Feb. 7, 1858. Mrs. K. was 
born April 17, 1843, and was only sixteen when 
she became a wife. Her father was Samuel Runkle, 
anative of Pennsylvania, and of whom a sketch 
appears elsewhere in this work. ‘This marriage re- 
sulted in the birth of five daughters and one son: 
Elizabeth C., born March 16, 1859, became the 
wife of D. Cotherman, who is engaged in farming 
and teaching in Rock Run. Township; Esther L. 
died in 1864, at the age of two years, seven months 


and ten days; Amelia J. was born. Dec. 23, 1864, 


and continues at home with her parents; John G. 
was born Noy. 20, 1868, and is now a_ promising 
young man of twenty years, making his home with 
his parents and engaged in farming; Martha L., 
born Feb. 26, 1873, and Anna D., Nov. 13, 1876, 
are intelligent and interesting young ladies, and 
assist greatly in making the sunshine of the home 
circle. The parents and children are all connected 
with the German Reformed Church. Mr. Keister, 
politically, isa decided Republican, and has held 
various local offices of his township, serving as 
School Director six years, and giving his time and 
attention otherwise to its moral and intellectual 
advancement. 


SSO So 


if NDREW GOCHNAUR, a retired farmer 
of Rock Grove Township, was born in 

Lancaster County, Pa., Aug. 23, 1823. 
Of He is the son of Jacob Gochnaur, a 
grandson of James, whose father, a native of Ger- 
many, came to America at an early day, leaving 
but one child, the grandfather of the subject of this 
sketch, who was a farmer. Possessing unusual in- 
telligence and a fine discrimination between right 
and wrong, he was chosen arbitrator to settle the 
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disputes which arose among the people of the com- | 26, 1870. The father and mother of Mr. Goch- 
| naur were members of the society of Dunkards, and 
| the father and mother of Mrs. G. belonged to the 


munity in Pennsylvania where he lived. He died 
at the age of eighty years. 

The father of Mr. Gochnaur was born in Lancas- 
ter County, Pa., and lived with his parents until 
he was married to Miss Mary Staman, whose peo- 


River Brethren Church. 
Mr. Gochnaur is a Republican in politics, and 


| takes much interest in the drift of political affairs 


ple were Pennsylvania farmers. In 1832 the father | 
migrated from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and bought | 


a farm in Linn County, on -which he lived several 
years. Disposing of this farm he moved to Stark 
County and rented a farm for two years, but pre- 
ferring Wayne County as a place of residence re- 
moved to that county and purchased another farm. 
Two years later he sold this farm and moved to 
Steuben County, Ind., where he purchased a farm 
on which he remained until he died, at the age of 
seventy-five or eighty years. The mother also died 
there, at the age of about seventy-two. 

Mr. Gochnaur remained at home with his par- 
ents until he arrived at the age of fifteen, when he 
went out to work by the month, at which he con- 
tinued -until the spring of 1850. In the winter of 
that year he came to Stephenson County, where he 
located and worked that season. The next spring 
he went to Wisconsin and engaged in running a 
sawmill for eighteen months. He then returned to 
the farm in Stephenson County, which he had 
bought the first year he came to this county. He 
lived there until 1881, when he retired from active 
farm life and moved to the town of Rock Grove. 
_ Mr. Gochnaur was married, in 1847, to Miss 
Mary A. Brenizer, daughter of John Brenizer, who 
was the son of David Brenizer, a native of Penn- 
sylvania. Mrs. Gochnaur was born Dee. 14, 1823. 
Her father came to Stephenson County in 1849, 
and died at the age of eighty-one in Rock Grove 
Township. His wife died in the same township, aged 
seventy-six. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Goch- 
naur are as follows: John B., born the 6th of Janu- 
ary, 1850, married Miss Addie Barnes, and is now 


farming in Nebraska; William H., born Dec. 1, | 


1854, is working at the harness trade in Los Angeles, 
Cal.; Catherine E., born Feb. 5, 1859, is the wife 
of John Candy, a farmer of Rock Grove Town- 
ship; Frank A., born Sept. 12, 1863, married Miss 
D. Emery, and is farming in Nebraska; Harrison 
D. was born March 25, 1868, and Mary E., Dec. 





in the State and Nation, as well as in Stephenson 
County. He has been Collector in Dakota Town- 
ship and a School Director. Being a man in whom 
confidence is universally reposed, it has fallen to 
him to settle the estates of a large number of dec- 
edents, and it may be said to his credit that those 
estates have been settled economically, promptly, 
and without the loss of a dollar. He owns 285 
acres of valuable land in Dakota Township, and 
fifteen acres adjoining Rock Grove, also twenty 
acres of timber land and 320 acres in Nebraska. 


PD OLE Sais 


4 ILLIAM A. NEWELL, agent at Lena of 
‘al the Illinois Central Railroad, traces his 
\W earliest recollections back to Huntingdon 
County, Pa., where he was born Dee. 15, 1847. 
His father, William Newell; was born in the same 
county, and his grandfather, Andrew Newell, was 
a native of the North of Ireland and was of Scotch 
ancestry. He was reared to manhood and married 
in his native county and emigrated to America 
soon afterward, settling in Huntingdon County at 
a period early in its history. He purchased a tract 
of timber land, cleared a good farm and spent the 
remainder of his days. 

William Newell, Sr., the father of our subject, 
was reared on the parental homestead in Hunting- 
don County, Pa., and after reaching manhood, was 
united in marriage with Miss Martha Corbin, a na- 
tive of the same county, and of German descent. 
The young people remained on the old homestead 
a time and then William Newell, with a desire 
to better his location, came to Northern Illinois 
and made a claim in Pine Creek Township, Ogle 
County.. The journey had been accomplished 
overland with teams, and he brought with him his 
household goods and family. He put up a log 
house on his claim, and into this the family moved 
and prepared to meet the hardships and privations 
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of life in anew settlement. The nearest markets 
were at Peru and Chicago, to which the farm prod- 
uce was transported for several years thereafter. 
The father of our subject surmounted the obstacles 
placed in his path and built up a good homestead, 
which he occupied with his family until 1873. He 
then rented out the farm, and removing to Polo, 
lived there, retired from active labor, until called 
hence in May, 1883. His widow still survives, and 
presents. the picture of an estimable lady who 
cheerfully shared with her husband the vicissitudes 
of pioneer life, and is the object of universal re- 
spect and affection. 

The subject of this biography was but a few 
months old when he was brought by his parents to 
this county. He was reared on the farm in Pine 
Creek Township, and as soon as of suitable age 
and strength, assisted at farm labor during the 
summer seasons, and during the winter pursued his 
studies in the district school. His education was 
considered finished when he had arrived at the age 
of fifteen, and he then commenced working on the 
farm in earnest, remaining a member of the par- 
ental household until twenty-three years of age. 
Then, desiring to change his occupation for a time, 
he engaged as clerk in the freight office at Macon, 
and while there learned telegraphy. He was active 
with his fingers and became quite proficient as an 
operator. Afterward he spent two years at Wi- 
nona, and in 1872 was given the position of opera- 
tor for the Illinois Central Railroad, in which he 
remained for seven years. The two years follow- 
ing he had charge of the telegraph and ticket Gftice. 
In 1881 he was given full supervision of the entire 
interests of the company at Lena, and also became 
agent of the American Express Company, which 
positions he still retains, discharging their duties 
with satisfaction to all concerned. 

Mr. Newell was married, in May, 1868, to Miss 
Eliza Griffin, a native of Niagara County, N. Y., 
and the daughter of James Griffin, of Niagara 
County. This union resulted in the birth of four 
children, namely, Charles, Ina, Edith and Jennie. 
Mr. Newell, socially, belongs to- Lena Lodge No. 
194, 1. O. O. F., and Centennial Encampment No. 
172. Of this he has been Secretary since its or- 
ganization, covering a period of ten years. He 








was a member of the Village Board four years, 
during most of which time he was President. 
Politically, he affiliates with the Democratic party. 
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INA, ICHAEL GIFT, a retired, prosperous far- 
mer, of Oneco Township, was born in 
Union County, Pa., Jan. 3, 1816, and is 
the son of John Jacob Gift, who was born 
and reared to manhood in that county. Mr. Gift’s 
grandfather, Anthony, was also a native of Penn- 
sylvania, spending the last years of his life in Union 
County. The great-grandfather of our subject 
came from Germany to America and located in 
Lebanon County, Pa. Some of the family partici- 
pated in the war with the Indians in 1779 in Penn- 
sylvania, and Jacob, a brother of our subject’s 
grandfather, was killed at that time. The record 
of the family is kept in a very old Bible, where all 
the changes occurring in the family are faithfully 
entered. 

The father of our subject was born Nov. 11, 
1791, and died Oct. 12, 1836. He married Eliza- 
beth Royer, Jan. 19,1812. She was born Jan. 5, 
1791, and died in Pennsylvania June 1, 1864, in 
her seventy-fourth year. Her people were also 
Pennsylvanians, of German descent. Mr. Michael 
Gift’s father lived with his parents nearly all bis 
life, working on the farm with his father, and he 
died on the old homestead, where his father had 
died before him. 

Our subject lived at home until he was twenty 
years old, when he learned the blacksmith’s trade, 
and three years later, which was in the spring of 
1840, came overland to this county. His outfit of 
horses and wagon was all paid for by the sweat of 
his brow, Mr. Gift purchasing them with the wages 
earned by working at his trade. He landed first in 
Rock Grove Township, where he hired out by the 
month for two years, then married, and three years 
later in 1846, bought a claim of 150 acres in Oneco 
Township. His son lives on this old homestead 
now. Michael farmed his claim for twenty-three 
years, when tiring of the arduous duties of a far- 
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from farm life. 

Aside from his original claim, Mr. Gift now 
owns thirty acres of timber land: in Wisconsin, and 
160 acres on which his son, William H., lives. He 
also owns a half interest in a farm of 160 acres in 
Wisconsin, together with some town property. Mr. 
Michael Gift is a Republican, and has held many 
local offices. He was the School Director in Oneco 
Township. His early schooling was obtained under 
difficulties, the school being sustained by subscrip- 
tion. He attended school alternate weeks, going 
one week and remaining at home the other. He 
sold the produce of his farm at Galena, where he 
would peddle flour to the miners. Michael Gift 
was married, in 1842, to Miss Anna Kleckner, 
daughter of John Kleckner, who was from Penn- 
sylvania, where all her people came from. John 
Kleckner was born in Northampton County, in 
1820, and subsequently lived in Union County. 
Mr. Gift has had three children: William F., whose 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work; Mary E.. 
who is married to Samuel Buck, and George T. 
His varied career has resulted in success achieved 
by steady perseverance and industry, and he is 
held in much esteem in the community where he 
resides. 


Eon 





is _AVID C, MILLER owns a large and 
highly cultivated farm in West Point 
Township. He 1s the son of George and 
Mary A. (Seese) Miller, and was born May 
27, 1840. His father was a native of Westmore- 
land County, Pa., where he was reared and where 
his marriage took place. His wife was a native of 
the same county. After his marriage, George 
Miller moved to Clarion County and purchased a 
farm, which he cultivated until 1850, when he sold 
out and started West, coming via the Ohio and 
Mississippi Rivers to Galena, Ill. Here he hired a 
team and by this means conveyed his family across 
the open country to Stephenson County. ‘The 
journey was rugged and toilsome, but was much 
enjoyed by the children, who always find pleasure 
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in novelty, and are too young to appreciate the 
anxieties and trials which a knowledge of the world 
brings to older hearts. The first season of his ar- 
rival here he rented a farm, and subsequently pur- 
chased the tract of land upon which his son, David 
C., now resides. About twenty acres of it had 
been broken and fenced; and a log cabin was al- 
ready standing upon the place, awaiting its new 
occupants. In the autumn of 1850, before the 
snow fell, the family moved into their new home 
on the Western frontier, and here, by courage 
and self-sacrifice, he wrested from the wilderness 
around him a heritage for his children. In De- 
cember, 1850, the family circle was broken by the 
death of the beloved wife and mother, and within 
three months of her death, two sons and a 
daughter also died. The following is a record of 
their family: Caroline became the wife of Joseph 
Uhl, and resides in Logansport, Ind.; John died in 
1850, at the age of twenty-three; Sarah died in 
the sane year at the age of twenty-one; William 
P. died in 1887 in Butler County, Neb., where he 
had been extensively engaged in farming: Mary 
Ann became the wife of of Henry Shrecrengost, 
and resides in Butler County, Neb.; Eliza A. died 
in 1850, at the age of fourteen; Armstrong, who 
died in infancy, and David C., the subject of this 
biography. 

David C. Miller was in his tenth year when he 
came to Illinois with his parents. His boyhood 
was passed attending school and assisting his father 
on the farm. At his father’s death he became the 
head of the family and assumed the management 
of the farm, which he has carefully cultivated and 
improved, erecting thereon commodious and taste- 
ful frame buildings. His estate, which is divided 
in two farms, comprises 280 acres of valuable land. 
In 1860 he was married to Miss Rosetta Schudt, 
a native of Germany. They have a family of five 
children—George H., Augustus C., Oscar W., 
Miner and Celia. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are promi- 
nent members of the Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Miller is one of the substantial men of the 
township; he has always taken an active interest in 
educational affairs and held the offices of School 
Director, and Road Commissioner. He votes with 
the Democratic party. 
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ARRISON DIEMER, of Dakota Township, 
) is the grandson of Henry Diemer and the 
son of Michael Diemer, both of whom were 

a born in Bucks County, Pa. The great- 
grandfather, Henry Diemer, was the original 
founder of the family in this country, and came 
from Germany, making settlement in Bucks County 
before the war of the Revolution. Henry Diemer, 
Jr., was one of two sons born to Henry Diemer, 
Sr., who found a home in this country. 

The family, it appears, came from that part of 
Germany which once belonged to France but has 
been restored to Germany. Henry Diemer, Jr., 
was by occupation a farmer, and he is the earliest 
member of the family of whom any authentic his- 
tory is known to the subject of this biography. He 
went from Bucks County to Northampton County, 
Pa., shortly after his marriage, and there Michael 
Diemer, the father of our subject, was born. Henry 
Diemer, Jr., died in Northampton County where he 
had been an early settler, successful farmer, and 
thoroughly identified with the county. Michael 
Diemer was born, reared and married in North- 
ampton County, his wife being Susan Rasley, also 
a native of Northampton County, of German de- 
scent. He came to Illinois with his family in 1847, 
locating first in Winnebago County, but later pur- 
chasing land which he farmed in Dakota Township, 
whence he went to Cedarville and died there in 
March, 1879, aged seventy-three. The mother had 
previously died in Winnebago County. The grand- 
parents of our subject lived to be eighty-four 
years old. 

Our subject is the oldest but one of a family of 
eight children, of whom five were sons and three 


daughters. Four sons and two daughters are still 
living, all married. ~ Harrison Diemer’s birth oc- 


curred in Northampton County, Pa., Oct. 18, 1828. 
He was reared in Lowen, Mt. Bethel Township, 
came to Illinois with ‘his father, and was married 
in Rock Run Township to Ann R. Etnyre, who 
was born in Washington County, Md., and -came 
to Illinois with her father in 1838, settling first 
near Adeline, Ogle County, on a farm, where her 
parents died, and where she was reared and edu- 
cated. Her grandparents had lived and died in 
Maryland. ‘They were farmers and came of Ger- 








man ancestry. Mrs. D. is the mother of four chil- 
dren, two of whom are deceased.’ Luther M. is 
married to Miss Minnie Spackman, and now resides 
ona farm in this’ township; Walter married Miss 
Ella Askey, and lives on the homestead of Mr. 
Diemer. ‘The deceased are Martha, who died at 
ten months, and Oscar, whose death occurred when 
he was four years old. 

Since his marriage Mr. Diemer has been engaged 
in farming here, except for two years when he was 
a general merchant in Cedarville. Since 1857 he 
has lived on his present farm on section 27, in Da- 
kota Township, where he owns 360 acres of land ina 
fine state of cultivation. He owns other timber 
lands, has good buildings on his farm, and is a 
thoroughly successful farmer. Mr. and Mrs. Diemer 
and two sons are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, in which he is a Trustee. He is a 
Republican, and has held some of the township 


offices. 
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fi HARLES W. BARBER. Among the lead- 
G ing agriculturists of this excellent county, 
citizens who have been prominently identi- 

fied with its progress, is Charles-W. Barber, a resi- 
dent of section 13, Harlem Township. Mr. Bar- 
ber comes of excellent Pennsylvania stock, the 
family having long resided in the Keystone State. 
His father, James W. Barber, was born in North- 
umberland County, Aug. 5, 1795. His wife, Susan 
H., was a native of Union County, Pa., and was 
born July 16, 1801. After their marriage they 
took up their residence in Union County, where 
they continued to live until 1843. It was during 
that year that they were numbered among the 
pioneers of Stephenson County. Coming with 
them were their nine children, and the family be- 
came a leading one in Harlem Township. There 
the elder Barber became quite an extensive land- 
owner, possessing 320 acres on section 13, where 
he settled and where he lived until his death, which 
occurred May 30,1877. The demise of his wife 
occurred Jan. 14, 1876. They were a most estimable 
couple, known far and wide for their goodly 
deeds and kindly dispositions, and their death was 
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greatly mourned by the people throughout that 
section. 

Of the family of ten children born to James and 
Susan Barber, Charles W. was the eldest; -the others 
were named in the order of birth as follows: Sarah 
B., Thomas, Robert, Mary B., Hannah, Amelia L., 
Eleanor, Benjamin C. and Susan. Thomas, Amelia, 
Benjamin and Susan are deceased. Sarah is the 
wife of O. P. McCool, of Freeport, Ill. Charles, 
Robert, Mary, Hannah and Eleanor still live on 
the old homestead in Harlem Township. They 
own the original farm which was purchased by them 
from their father. To them it is a hallowed spot, 
and they dearly prize it for the sweet associations 
of the past. The farm is provided with an excel- 
lent set of farm buildings and is regarded as one 
of the leading farms of the township. 

Mr. Barber has taken an active part in the affairs 
of his community, and has at various times served 
in different official capacities. In politics he is a 
Republican. 


~~ St ht St Oy 


ATHIAS HETTINGER, banker, and Pres- 
ident of the German Insurance Company, 
of Freeport, is a native of France, and 
was born in Keffanach, in the- county of 

Soultz, Jan. 24, 1819. He is the son of Joseph 

and Magdalena (Plugmacher) Hettinger. He be- 

gan attending school at the age of five years and 
continued until reaching his fifteenth year. In 

1836, in company with an elder brother, he emi- 

grated to America. Previous to that he had served 

eighteen months as an apprentice to the wagon- 
maker’s trade, but before completing his appren- 
ticeship the father purchased the balance of his 
time. He arrived in New York in the month of 
May; from there he went to Williamsville, N. Y., 
where he spent two years, and thence to Ohio, 
stopping in the cities of Massillon and Canton 
three months, and thence to Portsmouth, where he 
secured employment at wagon-making, and subse- 
quently at stocking plows, in which occupation he 
became very adept, stocking as high as. eighteen 
plows per week out of rough timber, After con- 
tinuing at that occupation for some time he went 
to Buffalo, N. Y., and thence to Chicago, but not 
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finding employment which suited him he came to 
Freeport, in 1841, and engaged in work at the 
wagon-maker’s trade for Hollis Jewell, and during 
the same year he started a shop of his own, ona 
small scale, and did repairing and manufacturing 
of wagons and buggies. He made the first new 
wagon and buggy manufactured complete in Free- 
port. As the demand for his work grew he added 
to the wagon-shop a blacksmithing department, 
running two fires.. He also did cabinet-making on 
a small scale. Being limited in means he person- 
ally worked early and late. — 

Mr. Hettinger had but $15 when he arrived 
at Freeport, but it was not long until he was doing 
a business which justified the employment of from 
three to seven hands. In 1845 he sold out his 
business and purchased what was then known as 
the “Yellow Creek Brewery,” and built up a large 
business, which he continued fora period of twenty 
years, during which time some important changes 
occurred by the admission and retirement of part- 
ners. At the same time he was conducting this 
brewery he continued to operate his wagon-shop 
and cooperage establishment, making all his own 
kegs and barrels for the supply of the brewery. 
He also operated his blacksmith-shop, employing 
from eight to ten men, and at the same time man- 
aged his farm, which was located near the brewery. 
In 1867 he sold out. his brewery and moved to- 
Freeport, and soon afterward became President of 
the German Insurance Company of that place, a 
position he has held ever since with an interval of 
only two years. In 1868 he engaged in the grain 
business, having for his partner Jacob Williams. 
The firm also dealt largely in hogs, cattle and coal 
for the term of five years. He helped to organize 
the German Bank of Freeport, taking into the firm 
two other parties, the style of the firm being Het- 
tinger, Collmann & Co., which constitutes the 
present banking company. ‘The bank does a gen- 
eral banking and foreign exchange business. Mr. 
Hettinger is the senior partner in the banking firm, 
He is one of the stockholders of the Henney Buggy 
Company, of which he is also Vice-President. 
During his residence in Silver Creek Township he 
served as Supervisor for that township. 

Mr. Hettinger has been twice married. By his 
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first wife he had three children, one son and two 
daughters. One daughter, Josephine, is the wife 
of Fred Gund, Secretary of the German Insurance 
Company. By his second wife he had eight chil- 
dren, five of whom are living—Jennie, Albert, Eva, 
Joseph and Alice. ‘Two children died in infancy. 
Mr. Hettinger has a neat and substantial residence, 
No. 325 Stephenson street, which is handsomely 
surrounded and has an air of elegance and comfort 
that is noticeable to the passer-by. Mr. Hettinger 
isa Democrat in politics and takes considerable 
interest in political matters. He cast his first vote 
for James K. Polk, and has been several times 
delegate to the State Conventions. In addition 
to all his duties at home he is President of the 
Fillmore County (Neb.) Bank, also a partner in 
three elevators in that county, which he furnishes 
with the means to run. 

Mr. H. has had several narrow escapes from 
drowning. In 1886, and again in 1863, he was 
nearly shipwrecked while crossing the ocean, and 
in 1841 he was almost drowned in the Pecatonica 
River, at Freeport, having sunk three times before 
he was rescued. He also narrowly escaped drown- 
ing when a boy in the old country, and again near 
Williamsville, N. Y., and when going from Buffalo 
to Chicago the steamer encountered a bad storm 
and had a foot of water in the lower cabin. In 
1879 he was severely hurt in a railway accident 
near Forreston, Ill., and could not walk for four 
months. 

An excellent portrait of Mr. Hettinger is pre- 
sented on an accomanying page of this work. 
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HE FISHER FAMILY. Jacob, Solomon 





in Rock Groye Township, Stephenson Co., 
lll., in October, 1839. It is well established by 
tradition in the family that the original progenitor 
of the Fisher side came from Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many, and landed and settled in the neighborhood 
of Philadelphia, Pa., between the years 1685 and 
1695, and was a great-great-grandfather of the 
said Fisher boys. On the Atlantic Ocean, in the 
passage from Germany to America, a son was born 


and Samuel H. Fisher were pioneer settlers: 








to him who was known as Henry, and he was the 
great-grandfather of our stibjects. Henry had a 
son named John, and the latter’s son Jacob was the 
father of our subjects. 

In tracing the history of the family thus far the 
full names have been given. What follows subse- 
quently in this history, only the baptismal name 
will be given. The reader will understand, there- 
fore, that when the baptismal name is used one of 
the above persons is referred to. 

All we know of Henry Fisher is that he had 
three sons, Michael, John and Peter, the latter a 
bachelor, and a soldier in the Revolutionary War. 
Henry settled near Philadelphia, and his three sons 
when quite young migrated to Berks County, Pa., 
where the city of Reading now stands, and opened 
farms in the forest in that part of the State. John, 
the grandfather, gained large landed possessions. 
He was married three times. The maiden name of 
the first wife is lost. By her he had three sons, 
Henry, John and Michael, to whom he apportioned 
the estate, and they settled in Ohio and were lost 
to the balance of the family. The second wife of 
John, the grandfather, was named Pfahl. Her peo- 
ple came from Westphalia, Germany. By her he 
had three sons, George, Jacob and Isaac, and two 
daughters, Anna Maria and Catherine. The Pfahl 
wife was the grandmother of the subjects of this 
sketch. John, the grandfather, was born in 1720, 
and died in 1806. In his extreme old age he mar- 
ried his third wife, who was a widow by the name 
of Gehret. He was killed by a bolt of lightning 
while standing in his own door observing the pas- 
sage of a thunder storm. During the Revolution- 
ary War he sold a farm on credit, and when the 
notes became due the continental money had de- 
preciated so that it was of no value whatever, but 
it was nevertheless legal tender, and he was obliged 
to take the stuff at par, thus losing the entire value 
of the farm. Solomon, one of the subjects of this 
sketch, remembers that when a small boy he played 
with pasteboard cards which represented the money 
pledges of the Continental Congress. 

Father Jacob Fisher, second son of John, was 
born Jan. 30, 1774, and at the age of thirty-two 
was married to Susanna Haberacre, daughter of 
Dewald Haberacre. She was born March 21, 1779, 
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and died in 1862. During his single life he was by 
occupation a blacksmith. After the death of his 
father in 1806, he received his legacy in land, and 
for a time carried on a mixed business, both farm- 
ing and plying his trade. Inthe year 1809 he sold 
his property in Berks County, Pa., and bought an 
improved farm in Haines Township, Centre Co., 
Pa., near Millheim. ‘The farm consisted of 170 
acres, on which he died March 9, 1829. The chil- 
dren born to him were: Jacob, born Aug. 2, 1806; 
Catherine, born May 31, 1811, died Aug. 20, 1811; 
Solomon, born July 24, 1812, still living; Daniel, 
born Nov. 24, 1814, died March 8, 1815; Anna 
Maria, born Feb. 10, 1816, died April 18, 1874; 
Susanna, born July 27, 1818, died Feb. 14, 1870; 
Samuel H., born Jan. 18, 1822, still living. One 
child died in infancy unnamed. After 1809 he 
followed farming exclusively. 

In October, 1839, Jacob and Solomon Fisher mi- 
grated to Rock Grove Township, Stephenson 
County, and boughta spotter’s claim of forty acres. 
They broke the grounds, built fence, and erected a 
one-story. house 16x16 feet. They also bought 200 
acres of timber, with the privilege of taking as 
much prairie to the west of it as desired, for all of 
which they paid $1,600. When the Government 
offered the land for sale in 1843 Jacob entered 100 
acres of timber and 124 acres of prairie; Solomon 
entered ninety-five acres of timber and 211 acres 
of prairie, to which he added by purchase later 
forty-seven acres, and now holds 3538 acres, all of 
which is under cultivation excepting forty or forty- 
five acres which is still in timber. The improve- 
ments consist of four dwellings at different points 
of the land, wherein all the children yet living re- 
side (for an account of the life of Jacob Fisher and 
a history of his family, see sketch in another part 
of this book). 

Samuel H. Fisher lived at home until his father’s 
death, and afterward at intervals, attending school, 
and working by the day and month until he was 
nineteen years of age, when he learned the trade of 
a weaver. He was to serve two years, but his in- 
structor failed in business before the end of his 
term. He then attended subscription schools and 
fitted himself for teaching, and at the age of twenty 
taught one term of school in Centre County, after 


_age of three years. 





which for ten years he was a clerk in different 
stores. He then came West, and landed in Rock 
Grove Township. His first purchase of land was 
in Oneco Township, in 1844, when he had made a 
visit to Stephenson County. Before settling, in 
1852, he had made various visits to Stephenson 
County, and various purchases of land, so that 
when he became a citizen of the county he owned 
683 acres. Soon after arriving he established a 
general merchandise store in the village of Rock 
Grove, which he operated for five years, in addi- 
tion to looking after his farm. He then sold his 
interest in the store to his partner, J. D. Smeltzer, 
and gave his attention to the improvement of his 
farm until 1859, when he and his old partner built 
a warehouse in Dakota Township, which they man- 
aged for ten years. He then retired and built a 
handsome residence where he has lived quietly 
ever since. 

Samuel H. Fisher was married, in 1861, to Miss 
Kate A. Mingle, daughter of David and Lydia 
Mingle, the former of whom was.a native of Berks 
County, Pa., but moved to Centre County at an 
early day. He was a shoemaker by occupation, 
and came to Stephenson County in 1853. He 
spent his last days with Mr. Fisher, dying at the 
age of seventy-seven. . His wife died at the age of 
fifty-two in Ridott Township. She was a Miss 
Lots, daughter of Jacob Lots, a blacksmith, who 
died in Centre County at the age of eighty. Mrs. 
Fisher was born Sept. 19, 1829. Mr. Fisher is the 
father of four children: John H., twenty-six years 
of age, at home; Edwin J., at the Illinois College 
of Pharmacy in Chicago; Frank D., attending Da- 
kota College, where he will take a general course. 
The last child, Katie A., died July 10, 1870, at the 
Mr. Fisher votes the Demo- 
eratic ticket, as did his father before him. He has 
never held any office except that of School Director 
for twenty-eight years, and Trustee of Schools for 
thirty-four years. His present term expires in 
1890. He and his family are church-going people. 

It is fully established by tradition that the orig- 
inal progenitor on the mother’s side, John Haber- 
acre, came from Alsace, a land of contention be- 
tween Germany and France, on the west side of the 
River Rhine. He landed near Philadelphia about 
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the year 1690. A son was born to him named 
John, who when quite young migrated to the for- 
ests where now stands Reading, in Berks County, 
Pa., where he acquired a large landed property, 
which at his death was divided between his two 
sons, John and Dewald. ‘The latter was the grand- 
father of the Fisher boys. He also lost several 
thousand dollars by that great continental money 
fraud. The maiden name of the wife of Grand- 
father Dewald Haberacre was Kuehn. The Kuehn 
family also came from Alsace. 


ote 


<7, RCHIBALD K. VAN HORN, 'M. D., a 
oe successful; practicing! physiciani at Yellow 
Creek, in the southwestern part of Loran 
>) ‘Township, is the son of Robert and Cath- 





erine (Coon) Van Horn, natives respectively of 
Athens, Ohio, and Plum Creek, Pa. The parents 
after their marriage commenced life together on‘a 
farm near Athens, where they resided’a few years 
and then removed to Northfield, in that State, 
where they still remain and where the father, al- 
though quite well advanced in years, is still con- 
ducting the operations of his farm. 

The parental household included our subject, 
who was the eldest, a sister, Jennie, now a widow 
residing in Northfield, Ohio, and a younger brother, 
Andrew M., who is engaged in farming at North- 
field.. The birth of our subject took place Dee. 7, 
1833, after the removal of the family to Northfield. 
He there spent the years of his early childhood, 
and pursued his first studies in the district school. 
When about eleven years of age he was placed in 
a select school where he continued his studies until 
sixteen. He was then sent Kast to Pennsylvania, 
entering Westminster College, at Lincoln, and in a 
three years’ course added greatly to his already gen- 
erous fund of knowledge. He now decided to seek 
his fortune in the Western country and accordingly, 
in 1857, came to this State, locating first at Paris, 
Edgar County. He there engaged in teaching about 
eight months and thence removed to Tazewell 
County, where he was similarly employed two 
years. His next remove was to, Rock Run Town- 





ship. this county, where he taught school two sum- 
mers, and soon afterward took up the study of medi- 
cine. Later he attended lectures at Chicago, and 
subsequently entered the office of Dr. G. V. Ewing, 
of Rock Run, under whose instruction he remained 
two years and was then considered competent to 
enter upon the practice of his chosen profession. 
For this purpose he located first at Baileyville, 
where he was a resident eighteen months, and 
whence he removed, in the fall of 1863, to Yellow 
Creek, where he has since remained. 

While a resident of Baileyville, Dr. Van Horn 
was united in marriage, at White Pigeon, Mich., 
Feb. 20, 1861, with Miss Emma V., daughter of 
George and Anna (Hill) Snyder. The parents of 
Mrs. Van H. were natives of Pennsylvania, whence 
they emigrated to Illinois about 1870, and are now 
living in Freeport. Their family included eight 
children, two sons and six daughters, all of whom 
lived to become men and women. The wife of our 
subject was the fourth in order of birth, and first 
drew breath in Centre County, Pa., Feb. 10, 1838. 
She received a fair education in the common 
schools and remained with her parents until her 
marriage. The two children born of this union 
are Linnie K., wife of D. W. Bettz, a prosperous 
farmer of Loran ‘Township, and Saddie, still at 
home with her parents. 

Upon the twenty-fifth anniversity of their mar- 
riage a large number of the friends of Mr. and 
Mrs. Van Horn assembled at their residence to 
celebrate their silver wedding. The modest little 
home entertained about seventy-five guests, and 


the host and hostess were made the recipients of 


two elegant easy chairs, one for each. The lead- 
ing spirits on this interesting occasion were Miss 
Sadie Goodrich and Mrs. G. S. Kleckner. The 
table groaned under its weight of good things, and 
the jests and toasts which followed were made the 
subject of pleasant comment for many aday. The 
Doctor and his wife are greatly esteemed by 
the cultivated people of their community and 
have always moved in the best circle. The 
Doctor has always taken a warm interest in town- 
ship and town affairs, and besides the duties of his 
profession, has officiated as Justice of the Peace 
and Township Clerk. Both he and his estimable 
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‘lady are prominently identified with the Methodist 


Episcopal Church and are numbered among its 
‘most cheerful and liberal givers. ‘The Doctor was 
licensed as a local preacher in 1886, but his diffi- 
dence has prevented him from filling the pulpit ex- 
cept when urged to do so. 


IDELUS J. LAMM, deceased, was widely 
and favorably known as one of the most re- 
liable and valued citizens of Silver Creek 
Township, to which he came during its early settie- 
ment, and by his example of thrift and industry, 
put idleness to shame, and presented an admirable 
example of the perseverance and enterprise which 
characterized his substantial German ancestry. 

Mr. Lamm first opened his eyes to the light in 
Baden, Germany, Feb. 25,1822. In the spring of 
1838, he set sail from the Fatherland, accompanied 
by his parents, resolving to seek his fortune in the 
New World. They landed at Buffalo, where they 
remained until the death of the father, which oc- 
curred one year later. Young Lamm then having 
in view the comfort of his mother and her family, 
and their welfare fur the future, turned his steps 
westward, and finally located in Niles, Mich., whence 
a year later he migrated to this county, and took 
up his abode in Silver Creek Township. Here he 
was variously employed until the coming on of the 
California gold excitement, when he joined the 
caravan moving toward the Pacific Slope, and spent 
the nine years following among the mines. His 
success was variable, and he was fortunate in one 
respect, namely, that he escaped with his good con- 
stitution unimpaired, and if perhaps no richer in 
purse, had gained much experience by contact with 
different people, and in roaming over some of the 
most picturesque portions of the Western Con- 
tinent. . 

Upon his return, Mr. Lamm again took up his 
abode in Silver Creek Township, In June, 1865, 
while traveling through Marengo, Ill., his mother 
was killed by being run over by a train which 
backed upon her while she was walking on the 
track, She was then eighty-three years of age. 


Our subject had in the meantime been mar- 





ried to Miss Mary A. Kachelhoffer, when in 
Silver Creek Township, June 6, 1862. This lady 
was the daughter of Joseph and Magdalene (Bauer) 
Kachelhoffer, natives of Alsace,Germany. Mr. K. 
was a wagon-maker by trade, and emigrated to the 
United States after his marriage, locating first in 
Boston Township, Erie Co., N. Y., where he lived 
some time, and then removed to Buffalo Plains. 
Subsequently the family all came to Illinois, locat- 
ing in Silver Creek Township in the spring of 1850. 
Here the father built up a good homestead, and died 
on his farm, July 1, 1880, atsixty-two years of age. 
The mother died Oct. 28, 1876, when she was over 
sixty years old. They were connected with the 
Catholic Church in Freeport. Mrs, Lamm remained 
with her parents until her marriage with our sub- 
ject, which resulted in the birth of seven children. 
‘Those living are Frank A., who manages the farm, 
and_is in all respects a dutiful son; Jefferson W., 
Mary M., Charles and Rosa B., are at home with 
their parents. Those deceased are Flora E. and 
Mary J. ‘The parents and children belong to the 
Catholic Church, and Frank A., politically, is a 
stanch Democrat. 

The Lamm homestead comprises 200 acres of 
highly cultivated land, and with its appurtenances, 
forms a most desirable estate in Silver Creek Town- 
ship. One of its most interesting features is an old 
building constructed of black walnut and oak, 
which has probably stood the longest of any build- 
ing of the kind in the county. It was used succes- 
sively as a post-office. hotel, court-room, and for 
other purposes. Tbe hand of time has loosened 
the joints and left its impress upon the timbers, and 
it is now standing comparatively idle, a silent wit- 
ness of the past. 


GET. ia eee ce 


OSEPH H, PIERCE, one of the most suc- 
cessful and independently situated farmers 
of Stephenson County, is the subject of this 
sketch, and resides on section 30, Florence 

Township. Among those who early concluded to 
try their fortunes in the West was Mr. Pierce. In 
the spring of 1854 he turned his back upon his 
home in Mercer County, Pa., and set out for Ili- 
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nois, locating in Lancaster Township, this county. 
There he resided for three years, at the end of 
which time he concluded to go further West, and 
for two years prospected in the States of Minnesota 
and Iowa, but finding no better place than Stephen- 
son County he returned in 1859 and settled in 
Florence Township, and has since been an honored 
and successful member of that community. 

Our subject was born in what was then known 
as Armstrong County, Pa., but which has been des- 
ignated on the map of the State as Clarion County, 
Sept. 13, 1830. Having in view the welfare of 
their son, and believing that every man ought to 
have a “trade to fall back on,” his parents indent- 
ured him for a term of three and one-half years to 
a carriage-maker. After serving a full apprentice- 
ship and becoming skilled even beyond the efli- 
ciency attained in those primitive days of carriage- 


building, he concluded to follow the vocation | 


which he had so successfully mastered, and did so 
for nearly four years. After that he was agent of 
the Ohio Stage Company for one and one-half 
years, at the end of which time he came to Ste- 
phenson County. Having a natural taste for agri- 
culture he concluded to gratify it to the fullest ex- 
tent on the broad acres of Illinois. From the day 
he took possession of the farm which was to be his 
future home, he has constantly expended effort to 
beautify it by good and substantial buildings and 
forest and fruit trees of many varieties. His landed 
estate in Florence Township consists of 240 acres 
of the most valuable land in the county, all of 
which is under a high state of cultivation and 
yields good crops. : 

In November, 1861, Mr. Pierce, like many 
young men of that as well as of this period, met 
his fate, in the person of Miss Nancy J. McKee, 
of Freeport, Ill., and in that month they were mar- 
ried. The contract then and there made has never 
been regretted by éither party. The household 
consists of Mr. and Mrs. P. and two children— 
Harry C. and Myrtle A., who are aged respect- 
ively seven and nine years. 

In politics Mr. Pierce has always been a con- 
sisistent yet conservative Democrat, who believes 
that politics may be pure, and that office does not 
always mean spoils. For these reasons and because 





of the upright life he has lived among his neigh- 
bors, the electors of Florence Township have for 
eight consecutive years chosen him as the Super- 
visor of that township, a position in the county 
government of Illinois which is equivalent and 
similar to the position of County Commissioner in 
Indiana, Pennsylvania and other States. It is the 
province of the Board of Supervisors to control 
the financial transactions of the county, and to pro- 
vide for the care and protection of the unfortunate 
poor and indigent people who have no visible 
means of support. Mr. Pierce’s long term of serv- 
ice in this office is of itself a sufficient acknowl- 
edgement of the regard of his neighbors. 


AD A as Sas 


gence, an extensive reader and essentially 

a self-made man, is one of the most prom- 
inent residents of Davis, to which town he retired 
from active farm life in 1865. He is the owner of 
a fine property in this county, including his present 
home. This comprises five acres of land and a 
handsome and substantial residence, where our sub- 
ject with his family, enjoys all the comforts and 
many of the luxuries of modern life. 

Mr. Clark possesses more than ordinary mental 
powers, and from early life has forced himself to 
think deeply concerning those things which have 
been the subject of much speculation and wherein 
great minds have materially differed. He has 
availed himself of the high privileges of this day 
and age, furnished by books which are the solace 
and comfort of those whose minds reach after 
something different from common care and the 
ordinary routine attendant upon daily life. Asa 
result, he has become a liberal thinker and finds 
that the theories of Robert Ingersoll approach 
more nearly, perhaps, than those of any other at 
the present day, the views which he has been forced 
to entertain. There are few books relating to 
religion which he has not carefully perused, and as 
a consequence he has become ripe in thought, fluent 
in speech and able in argument... 

The early life of Mr. Clark was well calculated Y 


E LIJAH CLARK, a gentleman of fine intelli- 
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to develop the independent spirit which was his 
natural heritage. He was left an orphan at a 
tender age and early in life was thrown upon his 
own resources and began his struggle with the 
world. His career has been marked by more than 
ordinary success, his industry and enterprise re- 
warded, and he now occupies an enviable position, 
socially and financially, among his fellowmen. 

Our subject is a scion of an excellent old New 
England family, of which his grandfather, Daniel 
Clark, by whom he was reared, was one of 
the finest representatives. He was born in Con- 
necticut, learned the trade of a blacksmith early 
in life, and afterward became a resident of the 
States of Vermont and New York. It is be- 
lieved that he died in Cortland County, in the 
latter State, after he had reached the advanced age 
of fourscore years. He served on the side of the 
Colonists in the Revolutionary War. Our subject 
was living with him when the news came of Com- 
modore Perry’s great victory on Lake Erie, 
which caused the old man to throw up his hat with 
a shout and otherwise give expression to his satis- 
faction. The boy of five or six years old, not 
understanding the import or it all, was greatly 
frightened at the antics of his grandsire, who usually 
was staid and sedate. 

The father of our subject died when his son was 
a very small child, and greatly to his regret, he 
does not know his name. ‘The mother followed her 
husband not long afterward. Mr. C. remembers 
hearing her called Sallie, but of his maternal grand- 
parents he has no record. His two sisters, Mercy 
and Almira A., are also deceased. ‘The former 
died young and the latter was married to Harrison 
Munson, and left seven children, but only one, a 
son, survives. 

The birth of Elijah Clark took place in Clinton 
County, N. Y., July 29, 1810. He was taken into 
the household of his paternal grandparents, where 
he remained until sixteen years of age, about 
which time his grandmother died. Subsequently 
he went to Cortland, N. Y., where he learned 
blacksmithing and afterward worked as a “jour.” 
About 1830 he migrated to Michigan and followed 
his trade a few years in St. Joseph County, whence 
he came to Rock Grove ‘Township, this county, 


about 1837. Here he purchased a tract of land and 
also established a shop, where he built up a good 
patronage, and was known as one of the most 
expert workmen of his class in that vicinity. He 
wisely invested his capital in lands.and is now the 
owner of 132 acres in Rock Grove Township, 
besides eighty acres just across the line in Green 
County, Wis. He farmed in connection with 
blacksmithing for a number of years, but in 1865 
abandoned active labor and retired to Davis, as 

above mentioned. 

The marriage of Elijah Clark and Miss Harriett 
Hodgson was celebrated at the home of the bride 
in Rock Grove Township, April 18, 1839. Mrs. 
Clark was born Jan. 14, 1818, in New York State. 
Sie came West with her father in her youth, and 
by her marriage with our subject was the mother 
of four children, one now deceased. She departed 
this life at her home in Rock Grove Township, Oct. 
17,1861. The second son of our subject, Orla by 
name, served as a Union soldier in the late War as 
a member of the 74th Illinois Infantry. He 
yielded up his life at the battle of Kennesaw Mount- 
ain, and now fills a soldier’s grave ina cemetery in 
Georgia. He was a promising youth of fine mental 
capacities and admirable disposition, and his death 
was a sad blow to the stricken father, who had 
already been bereaved of the mother of his son. 
The latter was twenty-one years of age at the time 
of his death and had never been married. Edwin 
was the first child; Emma became the wife of 
Emanuel Day, who is farming in Pawnee County, 
Kan.; Ada married William McConnell, of Vinton, 
Benton Co., Iowa. 

Mr. Clark was a second time married, in Green 
County, Wis., to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Isaac 
and Sarah (Beaver) Brobst, natives of Union 
County, Pa.. The parents were of German ances- 
try, and were married in Marion County, Pa., 
whence, after the birth of seven children, they mi- 
grated to Illinois in 1845. After one year spent 
in Stephenson County, where they had purchased 
a tract of land in Rock Grove Township, they 
moved across the line into Green County, Wis., 





and took up a quarter section in Spring Grove 
Township, where they established themselves per- 
| manently. ‘There the mother died, July 31, 1884, 
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when seventy-five and one-half years of age. The 
father is still living, at the age of seventy-nine; 
he makes his home with his children in Rock Run 
Township, this county. Elijah and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Clark became the parents of three children: Frank, 
the eldest, married Miss Barbara Haas, and is 
farming in Rock Grove Township; Zoe and May 
are at home with their parents. The latter was 
born on her father’s sixty-seventh birthday. 

The wife of our subject was the fourth in 
a family of eleven children, six sons and five 
daughters, and is the only daughter now living; 
two of the sons are also dead. She was born in 
Union County, Pa., Sept. 16, 1836, and accom- 
panied her parents in their several removals until 
her marriage. She remained under the parental 
roof, receiving a common-school education, and be- 
ing trained to all useful domestic duties until becom- 
ing the wife of Mr. Clark. Mr. and Mrs. C. have 
a remarkably pleasant home, and enjoy the friend- 
ship and society of the most cultivated people of 


Davis. 


5 eens GRIMM, one of the family figures 
of. Oneco Township, is distinguished as 
D having been of the resolute Pennsylvania 
element which emigrated from the Key- 
stone State during the early settlement of Northern 
Illinois, and assisted in subduing the soil of 
Stephenson County. Mr. Grimm was born in Union 
County, Pa., May 24, 1821, but early in life re- 
moved with his parents to Centre County. His 
father, Daniel Grimm, was a native of Berks 
County, where he was reared to manhood and 
whence he removed with his father to Union 
County when twenty years of age. Grandfather 
Grimm was also a native of Pennsylvania, in which 
State he spent his entire life in the pursuit of agri- 
culture and passed his last years in Union County, 
his death taking place when he was seventy-eight 
years old. 

Daniel Grimm, the father of our subject, removed 
from Union to Centre County, Pa., about 1839, 
where he died aged eighty-eight. He was one of 
its earliest pioneers, and like his father, was _en- 
gaged in farming. He had in early manhood married 





Miss Sarah, daughter of Adam Smith, a native of 
Pennsylvania and of English ancestry. Our sub 
ject was the third in a family of thirteen children 
who, strange to say, are all living and are scattered 
throughout the United States. Daniel remained 
with his parents until eighteen years old, and then 
left the farm to learn blacksmithing in Mifflin 
County. He commenced there in 1842, and served 
an apprenticeship of three years, when he returned 
home and employed a part of his time in doing the 
blacksmithing required on the farm, and spent the 
rest in assisting in the work of cultivating and har- 
vesting the crops. He was still unsettled, how- 
ever, and undecided in his own mind as to the 
location of his future home. He was practically 
without means and so started out on foot, pursuing 
his way until he landed in the city of Freeport, ar- 
riving here Aug. 28, 1845. In the meantime he 
had earned some necessary cash on the way, by 
working in the harvest field and-at his trade. 

Mr. Grimm staid but a few days in Freeport, 
making his way to West Point Township, where he 
was employed for a month afterward, then migrated 
to Kent Township, where he established himself in a 
blacksmith-shop, and was occupied at his trade un- 
til the spring of 1846. He next sought the lead 
mines near Gelena and worked there and at Mineral 
Point that summer. Thence he migrated to Buena 


Vista and fashioned the iron work for the first. 


flouring-mill in that section. In the fall he was 
laid up for a time with a lame leg, and finally 
decided to join a party about to start for St. Paul, 
Minn. After proceeding a short distance they 
were attacked by Indians and obliged to hire a 
team and go into the pineries. Mr. Grimm was 
employed that fall in rafting lamber down the Mis- 
sissippi to St. Louis. In the meantime, through all 
his wanderings he had not forgotten the associ- 
ations of his early days or that there was a maiden 
at his old home in Pennsylvania waiting for him to 
fulfilla pledge which he had made some time before. 
This seemed the propitious time to attend to this 
matter, and he now returned to Pennsylvania and 
was united in marriage with Miss Amelia Roush, a 
native of Centre County, and the daughter of 
Michael Roush, also of that State. The wedding 
took place at the home of the bride, March 24, 
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1849, and was attended with all the festivities of 
country life. Their bridal tour consisted of an 
overland journey back to the West, ‘and Mr. 
Grimm now decided to take up his residence at 
Buena Vista. Upon his arrival there he at once 
established a blacksmith-shop, which he operated 
for seven years, then purchasing a tract of land one 
mile south, moved upon it and resided there for a 
period of twenty-four years. 

Mr. Grimm in the spring of 1881, decided to 
abandon the more active labors of the farm, and ac- 
cordingly leaving it in the hands of his son, moved 
to Oneco, where he purposes spending his declining 
years. His wedded life has been blest by the ad- 
vent of seven children, who are located as follows: 
Aurelia, the wife of Louis Smith, is a resident of 
the State of Kansas; Mary Ann, Mrs. Hockman, 
Cyrus, also married, and -Celinda, Mrs. N. Cramer, 
are residents of the same locality; Rosetta, Mrs: 
Shank, is living in West Point Township; Daniel 
occupies the homestead. Mr. Grimm, politically is 
a straight Republican, and is a member in good 
standing of the Lutheran Church. The paternal 
grandfather of Mrs. Grimm was a fifer in the Rev- 
olutionary War for seven years. 


VOR RII 


~~ AMUEL FURST, deceased, was formerly a 
prominent citizen of Lancaster Township. 
He was the son of George and Rachel (Sny- 
der) Furst, and was born March 5, 1821, 
in Clinton, Allegheny Co., Pa., and died at his home 
in Lancaster Township, Dec. 21, 1886. The family 
is of German extraction, although his father, 
George Furst, was of American parentage. 
George Furst removed with his family from 
Pennsylvania to Illinois in 1839, and settled in 
Lancaster Township, which was then in a crude 
and formative condition. He purchased a farm of 
wild, unbroken land, and began the life of a pio- 
neer in the far West. The scattered homes of the 
settlers were at that time separated by wide 
stretches of lonely prairie, which in the summer 
time was covered with a growth of high, coarse 
grass and weeds, and in the winter presented a vast 
expanse of bleak and desolate snow. The country 
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was entirely wild and gave little promise of its 
future prosperity, but hope was strong in the hearts 
of the early settlers, who applied themselves dili- 
gently to the work of clearing and cultivating the 
fields from which their children were destined to 
reap rich harvests. Mr. Furst established himself 
successfully on his farm, and passed the remainder 
of his life there, his death occurring Aug. 1, 1854. 
His widow passed away in December, 1859. Both 
were members of the Lutheran Church, and were 
actively interested in advancing the cause of relig- 
ion on the western frontier. 

Samuel Furst was eighteen years of age when he 
removed with his family to Illinois. Prior to that 
time he had received a good common-school edu- 
tion, and - possessing a vigorous physique, was of 
great assistance to his father in clearing and im- 
proving the farm. He remained at home until his 
father’s death, shortly after which, Dec. 5, 1854, 
his marriage to Miss Harriet S. Grimes took place. 
Mrs. Furst is the daughter of Milton and Eliza 
(Houghey) Grimes, her parents being natives of 
Obio. Mr. Grimes was a prosperous farmer in 
Holmes County, Ohio, until 1850, when he removed 
with his wife and family to Illinois and located in 
Cedarville, where they remained a short time, sub- 
sequently changing their residence to Iowa and 
thence to Kansas, where Mr. Grimes died near 
Osawatomie in 1859, at the age of forty-eight. His 
widow then returned to Stephenson County, and 
has since lived with her children here. She has 
reached the age of seventy-five. After a long and 
eventful life, checkered with light and_ shade, 
she is now enjoying a period of restful ease. Her 
family consisted of nine children, three sons and 
six daughters, of whom six are now living. 
Mrs. Furst, the eldest daughter, was born Aug. 31, 
1837, in Millersburg, Holmes Co.,Ohio. She came 
with her parents to Illinois, and resided at home 
until her marriage with Mr. Furst. Her family 
consisted of eight children, and the following is 
their record: Mary R., the wife of William Mc- 
Grath, resides in Harlem Township; Lillian M., a 
gifted and accomplished lady, is engaged in teach- 
ing in the public schools of this county; Oliver J. 
resides at home and assists in conducting the farm; 
Nellie F. and Frank E. reside at home, the former 
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having charge of the domestic affairs of the house- 
hold; Eddie M. died at the age of six; Alice C.. at 
the age of nine, and Lida A. D. in infancy. 

Immediately after his marriage Mr. Furst set- 
tled on the farm which is now occupied by his 
widow, and contains 164 acres of well-improved 
land, located on section 18, Lancaster Township. 
The estate has been well managed and is now 
brought to a high degree of cultivation. Mr. Furst 
was an active, enterprising man, whose genial dis- 
position and uprightness, and integrity of character, 
won a large circle of friends both in business and 
social life. He was a Republican in politics. With 
his wife he was for many years a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and in his daily life 
evinced the sincerity of his Christian faith. Mr. 
Furst ever exerted his influence in the advance- 
ment of measures tending to promote the interests 
of the community. He was liberal-minded, gener- 
ous and hospitable, and his death was deeply 
mourned by his family and a wide circle of sym- 
pathizing friends. 


SS SD DIE Sa 


1 LONZO HOLCOMB, of Dakota Town- 
ship, IL, is a son of Jonathan Holeomb, 
who was one of three children of an old Rev- 
olutionary soldier, whose brother partici- 
pated in the War of 1812. So it will be seen that 
Alonzo Holcomb is an American in the truest sense 
of the word, his forefathers having assisted in the 
struggle for American freedom. 

The Holcomb family is of Scotch descent, and 
Jonathan Holeomb was born in Connecticut. After 
attaining manhood he went to Vermont and there 
married Miss Electa Clark, daughter of Truman 
Clark, who has represented the people of that State 
in the Legislature. Later on, he went to St. Law- 
rence County, N. Y., and died there, a prominent 
man in the locality. 

The father of our subject followed the water for 
some time, being Captain on a vessel on Lake Cham- 
plain. Later in life he was.a jeweler, and in 1846 
came West to Jo Daviess County, Ill. His wife died 
in New York State, April 26, 1846, aged forty-six 








years. He followed his son to this State and Jo 
Daviess County, to which he had come early in the 
history of the county and settled near Elizabeth. 
The parents were members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, and the father was a Republican 
when he died. They had a family. of eleven chil- 
dren, seven sons and four daughters, including two 
pairs of twins. 

Our subject was born in Grand Isle County, Vt., 
March 23, 1830. He was only three years old 
when his father and the family went to St. Law- 
rence County, N. Y., where he was reared and edu- 
cated. He was a sprightly boy, and his stock of res- 
olution at that early day is shown by the fact 
that he and two brothers walked all the way to Jo 
Daviess County from Chicago, to which point he 
had come by water. 

The two brothers who accompanied Mr. Hol- 


“comb on this tedious, journey were Henry, who is 


married and now living at Storm Lake. Iowa, and 
William A., who has been a resident of California 
for thirty-four years, and is a prominent grain 
dealer and politician. The family first settled 
at Elizabeth, but subsequently Alonzo took up his 
home on the prairie, elsewhere in the State, where 
he sought to establish himself. He was married, 
Sept. 12, 1850, to Miss Gula Elma Way, the 
daughter of Dr. H. A. Way, a native of North 
Carolina. Dr. Way came of Quaker stock, and 
was a man of literary attainments, and a great 
reformer. He advocated the abolition of slavery 
and held pronounced temperance views. He 
came North, a single man, and settled in Rich- 
mond, Wayne Co. Ind., where he established the 
Anti-Slavery Chronicle, and was closely allied 
with the ‘underground railroad,” for freeing the 
slaves. Eliza, the heroine of ‘* Uncle Tom’s Cabin,”’ 
was at his house at Richmond. It will be recol- 
lected that the characters of Mrs. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s immortal story were taken from life, and 
Eliza’s movements are truthfully recorded in the 
narrative. Dr. Way labored with both voice and 
pen in advocating the cause which he had at 
heart, and was likewise a skillful physician, and an 
extensive practitioner in Wayne County. 

Dr. Way married Rachel Manlove, who had 
come from North Carolina with her parents when 
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she was twelve years old. In 1847 the parents and 
family all migrated to Jo Daviess County, IIL, lo- 
cating in Rush Township, where they lived until 
the death of the father in April, 1874. He had | 
then passed his eightieth birthday, and a few weeks 
previously at a gathering of his children, he was 
able to read without glasses an essay which he had 
written on “Growing Old.” He had strength of 
mind and body until his death. The mother died 
about 1854, Subsequently the Doctor married 
again, and the second wife is yet living in Warren, 
Ill. ; 

Mrs. Holcomb was reared at home and educated 
in the district school there. She is the youngest 
daughter of twelve children, six sons and six 
daughters. The oldest of the daughters died in 
infancy; the others all lived to marry and have fam - 
ilies. Allthe daughters and four sons are yet living. 
Five of the boys were in the army, and one died 
from exposure while his regiment was in Brownsville, 
Tenn., in 1862. They were all privates except one 
who was a Corporal, and fulfilled their duties satis- 
factorily. Notwithstanding they were in several 
engagements, all escaped unhurt. Their names are 
as follows: Manlove; Abison, who is deceased; En- 
nis, Levi M., and Stanton C., who died after the 
war was over. 

Mr. Holcomb has been always busy, actively per- 
forming the duties of life. He now owns a farm 
of 200 acres in Rock Run Township, this county, a 
good body of land in Jo Daviess County, and 
Iowa, and, property in Dakota. Mr, and Mrs. Hol- 
comb are the parents of five children: Narcissa, 
the wife of W. H. Bowman, is residing on the farm 
in Dakota Township; William took to wife Miss 
Nellie McMichael, of New York State, and lives on 
Mr. Holcomb’s farm in Rock Run Township; Al- 
bert R. married Rose Hessic, a native of Canada, 
and lives in Aspen, Col., engaged in mining oper- 
ations; Emma is. the wife of Robert J. Bayne, re- 
siding in Warren; Nettie is the wife of J. C. Wad- 
dington, and lives at Nora, Ill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holeomb are prominent in their 
community, usually taking an active interest in so- 
cial happenings, and are generally esteemed. Mrs. | 
H. is a very intelligent and genial lady, having | 
Southern manners and an attractive presence. | 





In politics, Mr. Holeomh is a stalwart Repub- 
lican. His career has been somewhat varied, espec- 
ially since he came to Stephenson County. He is 
now retired from active labor. 
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TRy EV. HERMON D. JENKINS, D. D., pastor 
yy ef the First Presbyterian Church of Free- 
\ port, is a graduate of Hamilton College, N. 
6) Y., and entered upon his labors in con- 
nection with this parish in the early part of 1873, 
beginning the longest continued pastorate the 
church has ever had. He is the conservator of im- 
portant interests, and is fulfilling the responsibili- 
ties of his high position in a satisfactory and 
creditable manner. 

Dr. Jenkins was born in the city of Columbus, 
Ohio, Jan. 14, 1842, and is the son of Warren and 
Marion (Dutilh) Jenkins, the former a native of 
Massachusetts and the latter of Philadelphia, Pa. 
The father of our subject was at one time Mayor 
of the city of Columbus, and during his early 
manhood engaged in banking. Later he became a 
zealous minister of the Presbyterian Church. He 
died in Columbus, in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age. The maternal grandfather of the Doctor was 
a French shipping merchant, his business transac- 
tions extending from Bordeaux to China. 

Dr. Jenkins was the eighth child in a family of 
nine, of whom but two survive, himself and his 
sister, Mrs. Euima Mickel, the latter a resident of 
Charleston, 8. C. The mother departed this life 
when Hermon was quite young, and he was reared 
by his aunt, who lived in Waverly, N. Y. His 
early studies were conducted in a private school, 
and later in an academy built by his uncle, Owen 
Spalding, of Waverly. He entered Hamilton Col- 
lege in 1861. but left school two years later to take 
part as a Union soldier in the campaign of 1863. 
He returned to college the same fall and was grad- 
uated, and subsequently entered Auburn Theolog- 
ical Seminary, where he remained until the fall of 
1865, when he began a course in Union Theological 
Seminary, where he passed his examination and re- 
ceived his diploma in December, 1866, 

Dr. Jenkins, after completing his ministerial 
studies, immediately sailed for Europe, and for 
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several months availed himself of the advantages 
of travel and observation in the Old World, while 
at the same time he had access to many works of 
great men which were unattainable in this country. 
He returned to his native land in August, 1867, 
and the following spring joined the Chicago Pres- 
bytery and was called to the pastorate of the 
Central Presbyterian Church at Joliet. He was 
there ordained and installed, and not long after- 
ward was united in marriage with Miss Harriet 
(Newell) Burrill, of Utica, N. Y. The ceremony 
was performed by Rey. Dr. Fowler, of that city, in 
the First Presbyterian Church. Within a few days 
Dr.. Jenkins returned with his bride to his charge 
at Joliet, where he labored until December, 1872, 
and was then called to his present pastorate. The 
length of time he has held this is ample evidence 
of the regard and confidence in which he is held 
by his people. 

Dr. Jenkins received the degree of D. D. at the 
Beloit (Wis.) College in 1881. He has been a 
close student and an extensive reader, and each 
year acids to his popularity and value as a preacher 
and pastor. The home cirele of the pastor and his 
wife has been increased by the birth of three chil- 
dren. The eldest, Anna, is pursuing her studies at 
Smith College, Mass.; Paul and Ruth remain at 
home with their parents, and are being educated 
at present in the schools of Freeport. 

D 

: March, 1808. He has thus attained to an 

advanced age, and is the subject of an in- 
teresting history, the main points of which are as 
follows: The father of our subject, George Bell- 
man by name, also a native of Pennsylvania, was 
of German ancestry, and a watchmaker by trade. 
After starting out in life for himself he married 
Miss Mary Longeomer, the wedding taking place 
in Reading, Pa. 


subject was the daughter of an old Revolutionary 
soldier who bore the rank of General, and was 


~> > 





ANIEL BELLMAN, of Davis, is a native 
of Union County, Pa., and was born in 








The paternal grandmother of our | 


killed in one of the battles for American independ- | 


ence, 


George Bellman and his wife, after their | 


marriage, took up their abode in Lewis, Union Co., 


Pa., where the father died, leaving four sons. Of | 


these our subject, Daniel, was the youngest, and is 
the only one surviving. 

The mother was an expert at the old-fashioned 
spinning-wheel, at which she labored diligently 
after the death of her husband, even following it 
when there was no more need of active labor on 
her part. After her children were able to take care 
of themselves, they began to return in part the 
care she had lavished upon them, and provided a 
home for her until her death, which occurred in 
Lewisburg, Pa., when she was well advanced in 
years. They, however, were reared mostly in other 
families of that vicinity. Daniel Bellman, our sub- 
ject, fell into the hands of humane people who en- 
couraged his natural industry, and aided him to 
assert his position in after years as a man among men. 
When eighteen years of age he learned cabinet- 
making, at which, he labored in Armstrong, -and 
Lewisburg, Pa., for a period of three years, and 
afterward became a clerk at Mifflinburg. Later he 
established in business there at cabinet-making, and 
was married in the spring of 1833, to Miss Rachel, 
daughter of Michael and Sarah (Lincoln) Roush. 
The mother of Mrs. B. was an own cousin of the 
martyred President, Abraham Lincoln. Mr. and 
Mrs. Roush were born and reared in Southern 
Pennsylvania, whence they afterward removed to 
Union County, where the father engaged in farm- 
ing. Later in life they removed to the town of 
Milton, Northumberland County, where the death 
of both occurred at an advanced age. 

Mrs. Bellman was born in Union County, Pa., 
Jan. 15, 1816, and was reared and educated in her 
native county. Of her marriage with Daniel Bell- 
man there were born eleven children, nine sons and 
two daughters. The family became greatly scat- 
tered. Four sons served as Union soldiers in the 
late war, two of them yielding up their lives in de- 
fense of their country. Frank R. met his death at 
Ft. Donelson, and William H. died in the hospital 
at Bowling Green, Ky. As far as is known those 
living are Howard, Alfred F.; Marietta, now Mrs. C. 
H. Bulkley, of Emporia, Kan.; Lincoln; Idelle M., 
the wife of Dr. E. A. Smith, of Davis. These, 
with the exception of Lincoln, are all married. 
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Mr. Bellman followed his trade for some years 
in Union County, where he became prominent in 
politics, and was elected Treasurer, which office he 
held for six years. He came to this State in 1852, 
and purchased a tract of land in Rock Grove ‘Town- 
ship, where he followed farming for a period of 
twenty-two years. In 1875, beginning to feel the 
weight of years he wisely retired from active labor, 
and purchasing a good house and lot in Davis, there 
took up his abode and has since remained. He has 
been officially connected with local matters for 
many years and represented Rock Grove Township 
in the County Board of Supervisors fourteen years. 
He isa valued member of the Lutheran Church, 
and politically prides himself upon being a solid 


Republican. 
ig to-do farmer of Erin Township, is the son 
NY of Frederick and Mary (Rosenstiel) Gass- 
mann, natives of the North of Germany. The father 
of our subject was born March 17, 1814, in the 
agricultural districts of his native Province, where 
he was bred to farm labor and where he remained 
until his marriage. Miss Mary Rosenstiel became 
his wife in the summer of 1842, and the following 
year, after becuming the parents of one child, they - 
gathered together their household effects and em- 
barked on a sailing-vessel for the New World. 
After a voyage of eighteen weeks, they landed at 
Baltimore, Md., whence they proceeded to Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., and from there not long afterward to 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The father of our subject soon after reaching the 
latter city hired a team, and in company with 
.Charles, John, Henry, Christian and Frederick 
Rosenstiel. started overland to Freeport, Ill. They 
were to pay their driver $40 for his services, but 
when half the journey was accomplished he refused 
to proceed unless they would double the price orig- 
inally agreed upon. It was ‘“Hobson’s choice,” 
so they paid over the money reluctantly, for the 
companionship of their driver and his services as 
a pilot, since the men of the party proceeded on 
foot the entire distance. After reaching their des- 


HARLES GASSMANN, a substantial, well- 


COUNTY. 


509 








tination they took up their winter quarters near 
Bobtown, in Waddams Township. Mr. Gassmann 
the following spring rented a farm in Waddams 
Township, which he occupied one year and then 
purchased a tract of land on section 1, in Erin 
Township, upon which he settled and continued 
the balance of his life. He departed from the 
scenes of his earthly labors July 10, 1886, after 
building up a good homestead and providing com- 
fortably for his family. The wife and mother also 
died on the homestead, Aug. 15, 1848, many 
years before the death of her husband, and he was 
subsequently married to Miss Wilhelmia Henke, 
who still survives. Of the first marriage there 
were born three children: Charles, of our sketch; 
Louisa, who become the wife of Edward Brickner, 
and died in Waddams Township in May, 1886; and 
Hermina, the wife of Rev. William Bessemin, a 
resident of Ogle County. 

Our subject was born in Germany Aug. 17, 1840, 
and was but an infant when his parents came to 
this country. He remained with them until twenty- 
two years of age, and after the outbreak of the late 
Civil War, enlisted, Aug. 13, 1862, in Co. A, 92d 
Ill. Mtd. Inf., and served until the preservation 
of the Union was established. He endured great 
hardships and suffering and returned from the army 
completely broken down in health, having gone 
through a severe sickness in the hospital at Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky. He remained with his comrades, 
however, and was mustered out in Chicago, IIl., 
reaching his home July 9, 1865. As soon as able 
he engaged in farming which he has since followed 
successfully. His property includes 158 acres of 
valuable land with good improvements, and for the 
last twenty years he has been quite prominent in 
local affairs. Socially he belongs to Goddard Post 
No. 258, G. A. R., at Lena. 

The marriage of Charles Gassmann and Miss 
Mary Lesseman was celebrated at the home of the 
bride’s parents in Kent Township Jan. 14, 1870. 
Mrs. Gassmann is the daughter of Charles and Mary 
(Dietzalmeier) Lesseman, now deceased, and a 
sketch of whom will be found elsewhere in this 
Axtsum. She was born in Kent Township Aug. 27, 
1849, and by her union with our subject became 
the mother of eight children, one of whom, Mary, 
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died in infancy. Those surviving are Alfred, Jose- 
phine, Alvin, Flora, Daniel, Nettie and Freddie. 
Mr. Gassmann has served as Highway Commis- 
sioner three terms, filled the offices of Assessor and 
Treasurer one term, and at present is School Trus- 
tee. Politically, he votes the Republican ticket, 
and with his estimable lady, belongs to the Evan- 
gelical German Church. 

While near Aiken, S. C., the 92d Illinois was sur- 
rounded by the rebels and a large number were 
taken prisoners. During the fray the rebels and 
Union men became considerably mixed and en- 
gaged in a hand-to-hand combat. One of the 
rebels came up behind our hero and seizing him 
by the collar demanded his surrender. Mr. Gass- 
mann hit his would-be captor over the head with 
a musket, causing him to let go his hold, and then 
made good time toward a place of safety. During 
eight months of his service he was detailed as for- 
ager for the officers, and while on the march from 
Atlanta to the sea and in the pursuance of his duty 
three or four miles from the headquarters of the 
Union army, he was encountered by a squad of 
nine rebel soldiers who considered it a very easy 
matter to effect his capture. They came toward 
him with a great deal of shouting and noise, but 
otherwise than striking at him with their guns did 
not injure him, and finally were so good as to stand 
aside and let him pass about his business. He ex- 
hibited no fear, and determining to sell his life as 
dearly as possible, had fired at them and wounded 
one of their number. When he found there was a 
possibility of escape he urged his fleet horse onward 
and soon placed himself at a safe distance. 


TRA 


EGRAND M. COX, a pioneer of Northern 
q Illinois of 1839, and a veteran of two wars, 
first opened his eyes to the light in Batavia, 
Gareaee Co., N. Y., Sept. 6, 1829. His father, 
William P., and his mother, Phila (Goss) Cox, were 
natives respectively of Washington and Oneida 
Counties, N. Y., and when their son was but a few 
months old removed from Genesee to Chautauqua 
County, where they remained residents for over 
eight years. William P. Cox then decided to seek 
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the Western country, and gathering together his 
family and his household: effects, started for this 
county. LeGrand was then a boy of ten years, and 
completed his education in the pioneer schools 
taught on the subscription plan. His studies were 
carried on principally in the winter season, while 
in the summer he soon made almost a ‘full hand” 
in the operations of the farm. 

Our subject remained a member of the parental 
household until the breaking out of the Mexican 
War, and then,'fired with ambition to become a 
soldier and to see something of a new and strange 
country, went to St. Louis and enlisted in a Mis- 
souri battalion of infantry, and followed a soldier’s 
life for nineteen months. He started with his com- 
rades in the month of May to Ft. Leavenworth, and 
was there mustered into service, whence they pro- 
ceeded on the long march, 800 miles across the 


plains to Santa Fe, remaining in that locality until 


November following, when the regiment was de- 
tailed to go down the Rio Grande, stopping at dif- 
ferent points along the route and wintering at 
Nimetar. In February, they pushed on to Chi- 
huahua, 700 miles distant from Santa Fe, where 
our subject with the rest of his comrades did 
garrison duty until July following. The war being 
now practically at an end they marched back over 
a distance of nearly 1,500 miles to Independence, 


“Mo., where they were mustered out in October, 


1848. 

Mr. Cox after becoming transformed from a sol- 
dier to a civilian made his way to Quincy, IIL, 
where he remained until March following, then 
proceeded down the river by steamer to New 
Orleans, where he intended to become a sailor. 
After a week, however, he decided to return, and 
coming to Calhoun County, Ill., worked ona farm a 
year, then took up his abode in Stephenson County. 
Here he worked out by the month, and having re- 
ceived a land warrant for 160 acres from the Gov- 
ernment, located on the farm which he now owns 
and occupies. Being still unmarried he continued 
his work by the month until February, 1854, and 
then decided upon a trip to California by way of 
the Isthmus. Sailing from New York he landed at 
San Francisco four weeks later, and going into 
Downieville, engaged in mining. He thus oc- 
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cupied himself until September, 1855, when he 
returned, via Central America to New York, 
whence he proceeded to this county, arriving here 
in October following. 

Mr. Cox now decided to make Northern Illinois 
his permanent home. He was married, April 23, 
1856, to Miss Eveline, daughter of Josiah ‘Tal- 
madge, of New York, and settled upon the land 
before mentioned. Mrs. Cox was born in Huron 
County, Ohio. Her father was a native of New 
York State, from which he removed first to Ohio 
and then to Illinois. afterward going to Racine, 
Wis., where he spent the last years of his life. Mr. 
Cox continued farming until 1862, but after the 
outbreak of the Civil War could not content him- 
self with standing idly by and witnessing the strug- 
gle to preserve the Union. He accordingly, in 
August, 1862, enlisted in Co. A, 92d Ill. Vol. Inf., 

_ serving until January, 1865. He was present at 
many of the important battles, and in the siege of 
Chickamauga was severely wounded and unfitted 
for duty. After his discharge he returned to his 
home and resumed his farm life, where he has since 
been contented toremain. The home is now one 
of the pleasantest features in the landscape of 
Winslow Township. ‘The farm is provided with 
good buildings and first-class grades of live-stock, 
including more than ordinarily fine horses, of 
which Mr. Cox is remarkably fond. His pleasant 
face long ago became familiar to the residents of 
this section, where he has rounded up a worthy life 
rich in experience and of value to his community. 
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Rock Run Township, has been a resident of 

Stephenson County for thirty-two years. He 
had learned the trade of a harness-maker when a 
young man, and established a shop at Davis, which 
he conducted successfully, and afterward employed 
the capital thus accumulated in establishing his 
present business as a wholesale and retail dealer in 
fine groceries. To this he also added tobacco and 
cigars, and commands a good patronage among the 
best residents of this thriving little vity. He was 
appointed Postmaster under the administration of 
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President Johnson, and discharged the duties of 
the office acceptably for a period of eighteen 
years, turning it over to his successor in Septem- 
ber, 1876, He was Postmaster at Orangeville two 
years before taking up his residence at Davis. Mr. 
Cronemiller came to this county in 1855, and after 
carrying on the harness trade twelve years at Or- 
angeville, removed his stock to Davis, where he 
conducted that business for ten years, since which 
time he has operated successfully as a grocer, and 
has become familiarly known throughout the town- 
ship. 

Our subject was born in Centre County, Pa., 
June 13, 1834. His father, Martin Cronemiller, 
also a native of the Keystone State, was the off- 
spring of German ancestry, his father having emi- 
grated directly from the Fatherland and settled in 
Pennsylvania. It is believed Martin Cronemiller 
was the first representative of the family in this 
country, and spent his subsequent life in Pennsyl- 
vania. He was a blacksmith by trade, at which he 
employed himself until the War of 1812, when, 
with his sympathies decidedly on the side of the 
Americans, he cheerfully laid down his sledge to 
serve as a soldier in the Federal army. - He partici- 
pated in some of the most important battles, and 
was in the naval engagement commanded by Com- 
modore Perry on Lake Erie. For his bravery on 
that occasion he was presented with a silver medal 
by the Government, which is now in possession of 
his son, Commodore P., at present a resident of 
San Francisco. He escaped uninjured, and at the 
close of this struggle returned to Centre County, 
Pa., where he married Miss Mary Dale, a native of 
that county, where they continued to live until af- 
ter the birth of six children, of whom ‘Thomas, of 
our sketch, was the youngest. Thence they re- 
moved to Medina County, Ohio, where Martin 
Cronemiller engaged in blacksmithing and spent 
the remainder of his life, resting from his labors in 
April, 1848. Scarcely a month later the mother 
followed her husband to the silent land. They 
were most estimable citizens, and were mourned by 
a large circle of friends and acquaintances. The 
father of our subject in early life identified himself 
with the Democratic party, and not long afterward 
cast his Presidential vote for Gen, Harrison, with 
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- whom he dined and afterward contracted a strong 
friendship. Mr. C. often spoke of the General as 
a man singularly modest in his private life, and 
one who would as soon accost a private as an 
officer. Both Martin Cronemiller and his wife 
were for many years identified with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. After they removed to Ohio 
the family was increased by the birth of two chil- 
dren, the family then numbering six sons and two 
daughters. 

The childhood and youth of our subject were 
spent with his parents until their death, and he was 
then thrown upon his own resources, when fourteen 


He was first employed on a farm, for which he re- 
ceived the pittance of eighteen cents per day and 
was promised a horse, bridle and saddle, if he 
would remain two years. His own part of the con- 
tract was fulfilled, but his employer failed to keep 
his word. ‘Thomas was then, as may be supposed, 
greatly disgusted, and concluded to retire from 
agricultural pursuits and take up the trade of har- 
ness-making. He served an Apprenticeship of two 
years, and then worked as a journeyman for 
$10 per month. Afterward he migrated to Indi- 
ana, but subsequently returned to Ashland County, 
Ohio, in order to fulfill the pledge which he had 
made to Miss Catherine Stevick, who became his 
wife in October, 1854. Mrs. C. was born and 
reared on a farm in Ashland County, and was the 
companion of her husband in his subsequent re- 
movals. Her death took place while they were 
residents of Orangeville, this county, in 1858. Of 
their union there were born two children, one de- 
ceased and unnamed, and Frank O., who still re- 
mains with his father. 

Our subject was married the second time, in 1860, 
in Orangeville, to Miss Adeline Sedel. This lady 
was born and reared in Stephenson County, IL, 
and after becoming the mother of four children, 
departed this life at her home in Davis, in June, 
1872. Of their children an infant daughter died 
unnamed, while those surviving are John P., an 
employe of the C., M. & St. P. R. R., who resides 
in lowa; Sarah E., the wife of William W. Wagner, 
a farmer of Ridott Township, and Minnie, who is 
at home with her father. 





years old, and began the battle of life for himself. 


The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married in Davis, May 1, 1873, was formerly Mrs.. 
Clara (Brenizer) Hill, a native of Wayne County, 
Ohio, and the daughter of John Brenizer, who fol- 
lowed farming in Stephenson County and who is 
now deceased. Mrs. C. came with her parents to 
this county when a young girl fourteen years of 
age, and remained with them until her first mar- 
riage with Josiah Hill, now deceased. Her two chil- 
dren by her union with Mr. Hill were named Clara 
and Maude. ‘The latter married L. Markle, and 
lives in Ridott Township; Clara married F. P. 
Stone, and lives in Nebraska. Mr. and Mrs, 
Cronemiller have had three children—Anna, Guy 
and Carl. Mr. C. is a decided Republican, has held 
various Offices in his township, and served as Road 
Commissioner. 


== +3 


1. ENRY J. PORTER, a citizen and business 
: }} man of Freeport, is the Deputy Collector 
of the Fourth Division of the Second Inter- 
6 nal Revenue District of Ilinois, to which 
office he was appointed in February, 1886. He is 
a member of the firm of Smith & Porter, extensive 
dealers in grain and coal. The business which this 
firm conducts was established by Mr. Smith in 
1857. ‘The existing partnership was formed in 
October, 1875. Mr. Porter hails from the State of 
Vermont, having been born in Rutland, June 29, 
1844. His parents were Henry W. Porter and 
Marion B. Hale, who was the daughter of Dr. J. 
Hale. of Brandon, Vt. His father was a merchant 
the most of his life. The grandfather was Dr. 
James Porter, a successful physician of Rutland, 
Vt., who married Miss H. Wheelock, Both sides 
of the house descended from English parentage. 
Henry J. Porter passed his boyhood in Rutland, 
and was educated in that city and Middlebury. 
After leaving school, he-taught at St. Johnsbury, 
Vt., and afterward at Ogdensburg, N. Y. In the 
summer of 1869 he came West and located in Free- 
port. During the first two years of his residence 
there, he was engaged in the grain business in con- 
_ nection with his brother, Benjamin L. Porter. At 
_ the end of that time, realizing that Freeport was a 
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good business point, he concluded to engage in 
business on his own account. He continued in the 
grain business until 1875, when he became asso- 
ciated with John F. Smith, the firm style being 
Smith & Porter. Mr. Porter was married, in 1872, 
to Miss‘Emma E. Clark, daughter of Warren C. 
Clark, of Freeport. They have two children, 
named Catherine M. and Jeanette E. 

Mr. Porter has been largely identified with the 
prosperity of Freeport, and as a member of the 
Legislative branch of the .city government, has 
voted and worked for every measure that was cal- 
culated to benefit the city. The citizens of the 
Third Ward elected him to the office of Alderman, 
in which position he had served them prior to the 
time of the writing of this sketch, for eighteen 
months. He was a member of the Board of Edu- 
cation one term, and the practical knowledge of 
school affairs obtained while-a teacher in early life, 
made him one of the most competent members of 
the Board. Mr. Porter takes a lively interest in 
political affairs, and his appointment as Deputy 
Collector of Internal Revenue, is but a just reward 
for his efforts toward the success of the party which 
made it possible for a Democrat to hold that office. 
The reports of the officers of the department show 
that his office is admirably conducted, and that the 
revenue affairs of his bailiwick are faithfully looked 
after. Mr. Porter and his family are regular at- 
tendants of the Episcopal Church. 


As Se SS ES 


RRIN B. MUNN, one of the earliest settlers 
of Stephenson County and the pioneer in- 
surance man of this part of the State, has 


also been fond of country life and agricultural pur- 
suits, and at one time was considerably interested 
in stock-raising. He is now retired from active 
labor, and is passing his later years in one of the 
handsomest homes in Freeport. 

Mr. Munn was born in Madrid, St. Lawrence 
Co., N. Y., March 16, 1817. His grandfather, 
Daniel Munn, was a Captain in the Revolutionary 
army, under the direct command of Ethan Allen, 
of historic fame. He took part in the capture of 
Ft. Ticonderoga and went through the war without 





serious injury, and afterward settled in Connecti- 
cut. The Munn family is of Welsh extraction. 
The father of our subject, Abel Munn, was born 
in Connecticut, and when a boy removed to Ver- 
mont, where he grew to manhood and was married 
to Miss Susanna Barnum, daughter of Deacon 
Stephen Barnum. ‘The parents of our subject after 
their marriage removed to St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., and settled on a farm, where the latter was born 
and grew to manhood. Abel Munn served in 
the War of 1812, and was in the battle of Platts- 
burg, on Lake Champlain. The parental house- 
hold included four sons and four daughters, who, 
with the exception of one daughter, Calista, grew 
to mature -years. The latter died at the age of 
seventeen. Abel Munn with his family came to 
this county in 1848, and located in Freeport, 
where he spent his last years, his death taking 
place in 1855, and that of the mother in 1873. 
The latter was in the eighty-second year of her 
age. 

Our subject pursued his early studies in the vil- 
lage school during the winter, and in summer made 
himself useful at home. During his childhood 
days he was much of the time with his grandfather, 
Deacon Barnum. He preceded his father’s family to 
this county seven years, coming in 1841. He en- 
tered Lancaster Township with a cash capital of 
$184, part of which he applied on a claim for which 
he was to pay $90 in work. He then entered the 
land at the land-office at Dixon. He made his pur- 
chase of O. H. Wright, for whom he worked the first 
winter and then rented another tract of land of 
Mr. W., where he commenced tilling the soil and 
upon which he provided a shelter for his prospect- 
ive family. Mr. Munn was married, Jan. 9, 1845, 
to Miss Ellen W., daughter of John VanDyke, who 
had removed from Union County, Pa., with his 
family in 1843. Mr. Munn first met his wife at a 4th 
of July celebration, where she was one of five 
young ladiés who took part in the proceedings of 
the day. The young people at once settled upon 
the land which our subject had secured possession 
of, and which is still in the family. 

Mr. Munn, during the first few years after his 
marriage, experienced with his brother pioneers 
the usual difficulties attendant upon life in a new 
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settlement, with a market many miles away and | 
transportation effected only by horses and ox- 
teams. Wheat then sold for twenty-five cents per 
bushel, and other farm produce in proportion. 
Money was scarce and the crops were prepared for 
market in the most laborious manner. In due 
time, however, the country slowly settled up, 
the value of land increased, and the advent of a 
railroad lessened to a great extent the labors of the 
pioneers. Mr. and Mrs Munn continued on their 
first homestead until 1868, when they removed to 
the present family residence, which embraces thir- 
teen acres and lies just outside of the city limits of 
‘Freeport. The dwelling is a commodious brick 
structure, two stories in height, and the ample 
grounds surrounding it have an abundance of — 
-choice shade and fruit trees. 

Mr. Mann commenced his operations as an in- 
surance agent about 1848, and had the lead of this 
business in and around Freeport and the counties 
adjoining Stephenson. After his removal he be- 
came Adjustor for the American Insurance Com- 
pany, of Chicago, and was employed in the settle- 
ment of most of its claims in Iowa, Missouri and 
Wisconsin, for a period of four years. He is now 
retired from active business, upon a competency, 
and surrounded by his many friends, is taking life 
in an easy and sensible manner. He became the 
father of three sons and one daughter, namely, Jo- 
seph O., Charles H., Edgar W., and Mary E., the 
wife of Dr. C. W. Leigh, of Chicago. 

Mr. Munn was one of the organizers of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Freeport, the society be- 
ing formed in 1842, and since 1860 he has been an 
Elder. He served as Assessor of Lancaster Town- 
ship three terms and was Road Commissioner nine 
years. He has been the friend of education and 
progress, and was one of the most lively encour- 
agers 0} the free scliool system, serving as Director 
for many years. In the spring of 1887 he was 
elected Trustee, which office he still holds. He 
first identified himself in politics as an old-line 
Whig, but since the dissolution of that party he 
has affiliated with the Republicans. His life has 
been characterized by habits of strict temperance, 
the result of which we now see in his healthy ‘and 
happy old age, he being now in his seventy-first 
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year. Mrs. Munn also enjoys good health, and has 
been in all respects the suitable companion and 
helpmeet of her husband. She is a native of 


| Union County, Pa., and was the fifth in a family 


of ten children, the offspring of John and Margaret 
(Adams) VanDyke. She is also a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, with which she became con- 
nected when a little girl. 

As one of the representative old settlers of Ste- 
phenson County, we take pleasure in presenting a 
lithographic likéness of Mr. Munn in connection 
with this brief sketch of his busy and useful life. 


v7 Gg) +4 


\A\ RS. LODUSKEY CRANDALL, the wife of 
| Samuel Crandall, of Winslow Township, 
and daughter of Edward and Ruth (Parker) 
Kennedy (see sketch of George Kennedy), 
was born in Eton Township, Lorain Co., Ohio, 
March 10, 1835, and came to this county with her 
parents when a girl twelve years of age. She re- 
mained under the home roof until her first mar- 
riage, May 10, 1850, to Jonathan Lincoln. Mr. L. 
was a native of Edmeston, Otsego Co., N. Y., born 
May 19, 1827, and the son of Jonathan Lincoln, 
Sr. The latter was a New Englander, born in 
Windham County, Conn., March 9, 1879. He be- 
came a resident of Otsego County, N. Y., when a 
young man, whence he removed to Illinois during 
the early settlement of this county, and spent his 
last years in Winslow ‘Township, where his death 
took place Feb. 9, 1867. The lady whom he mar- 
ried in his native State, was Miss Ruth Southworth, 
who was also a native of Connecticut, born in 
Mansfield, March 9. 1786. Her death took place 
in Winslow Township, March 15, 1864. 

Jonathan Lincoln was a youth of seventeen 
years when he came with his parents to this county, 
and made his home with them until his marriage. 
Then with his young wife, Loduskey, he settled on 
the old homestead, and farmed extensively until 
resting from his earthly labors, his death taking 
place June 16, 1877. He was a man of great en- 
ergy and industry, and at the time of his decease 
was the possessor of a fine estate including 500 
acres of valuable land with good improvements, 
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including three sets of farm buildings. He took 
an intelligent interest in the welfare of his fellow- 
citizens, and was a consistent and valued member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Jonathan and Loduskey Lincoln became the par- 
ents of four children, recorded as follows: James 
Edgar, born Aug. 2, 1852, died in Winslow Town- 
ship Feb. 1, 1873; Emeline Ada, born March 15, 
1854, married D. E. Wire, of Winslow Township, 
Aug. 31,1870, where her death took place, Feb. 16, 
1887; Effie Maria, born June 17, 1856, married J. 
Wilber, and is a resident of Linn County, Kan.; 
Nettie May, born Dec. 20, 1865, became the wife 
of Theodore Ellis, a farmer of Mahaska County, 
Iowa, Noy. 5, 1884. 

In August, 1878, Mrs. Lincoln was united in 
marriage with Samuel Crandall, who became a res- 
ident of Winslow Township in 1878, and since that 
time has managed the farm belonging to his wife. 
He is a native of Cherry Creek, N. Y., whence he 
removed to Illinois, locating in Warren, Jo Daviess 
County, about 1856. Mr. and Mrs. Crandall are 
members in good standing of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and enjoy the friendship of a large 
circle of acquaintances. - 


SS SSS ee 


ENRY CLARK MONTAGUE. As is well 
known the Montague family is a large one, 
scattered all over the United States. It 
originated in. England, the first representa- 

tive in this country being Richard, who settled in 
Hadley, Mass., in 1660, where his descendants lived 
for several generations, among them being Seth 
Montague, the grandfather of our subject, who was 
born July 2, 1763, and came to the West during 
its earliest settlement, locating in Edgar County, 
this State, where his death took place in 1827. 

The subject of this sketch was born in West 
Point ‘Township, Jan. 23, 1846. His father, Lu- 
man Montague, was a native of Bennington 
County, Vt., born March 30, 1803, and when a 
young man came West to this county, during the pio- 
neer days. Before leaving New England he had 
become a resident of Massachusetts, and was there 
married in February, 1831, to Miss Elvira Clark, 





a native of the Bay State, her birth occurring 
Nov. 1, 1806. Soon afterward they started from 
Westhampton, Mass., with a pair of oxen and a 
wagon, on the journey of 1,000 miles to the prairies 
of Illinois. They located first in the southern part 
of the State, whence they afterward came north 
into Stephenson County and took up a tract of 
land on section 18, in West Point Township. This 
county was then included in Jo Daviess and the land 
was still unsurveyed. Mr. Montague, however, 
took possession of his claim, and when the land came 
into market secured his title from the Government 
and put up the first house in that vicinity. This, 
of course, was erected after the manner of those 
days and without even the aid of asaw. The logs 
were chopped with an ax and the floor was made 
of puncheons. Upon the farm thus inaugurated 
was planted the first nursery in Stephenson County, 
and in time Mr. Montague beheld an orchard of 
1,200 trees in good bearing condition. He was a 
man of brave enterprise and energy, and nothing 
gave him greater satisfaction than to watch the de- 
velopment and settlement of the country around 
him. He lived to enjoy the reward of his labors, 
and to see the uncultivated prairie transformed 
into smiling farms and beautiful homesteads. In 
October, 1875, he closed his eyes upon earthly 
scenes with a clear conscience, and at peace with 
all men. The brave wife and mother, who had 
been the true companion and helpmeet of her hus- 
band, passed to the other side ten years before his 
death. They were Methodists. in religious belief, 
and their house was the stopping-place of the itiner-. 
ant, and always open for the holding of religious 
meetings. 

The family occupied their first primitive dwell- 
ing until 1850, when Mr. Montague put up a frame 
structure which was considered very fine for those 
days. Four of the children lived to mature years: 
Rachel M., now the widow of Reason Baysinger, is 
a resident of West Point Township; Mary J. died 
while pursuing her studies at Mt. Carroll Sem1- 
nary; Henry C., of our sketch, was the third child; 
Martha F. is the wife of J. P. Fair, of Mankato, 
Kan. 

The subject of this history was born in the pio- 
neer log cabin spoken of, and prosecuted his first 
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studies in the log school-house a half-mile away. 
His education was principally carried on in the 
winter season, as-his services were required on the 
farm and in the nursery the balance of the year. 
He remained a member of the parental household 
until twenty-five years of age, and then starting 
out for himself, crossed the Mississippi into Towa 
and engaged in merchandising at Anamosa for a 
period of ten years. He then sold out and returned 
to the old homestead, where he engaged in farming 
until 1880. In the fall of that year he became a 
resident of Lena, where he has since been éngaged 
in farming. He still owns a part of the home farm, 
comprising 240 acres, the land being cultivated by 
a tenant. ; 

Mr. Montague, in 1883, crossed the plains to 
California and visited the most interesting portions 
of that State and New Mexico, being absent nearly 
a year. He claims that the scenery of the far 
West can scarcely be eclipsed by anything in Swit- 
zerland or Italy, and that Americans anxious to 
visit among the wonders of nature need not by 
any means seek the Old World, there being enough 
that is picturesque and beautiful on their own con- 
tinent. 

The marriage of Henry Clark Montague and 
Miss Annie Drew took place on the 18th of Janu- 
ary, 1870. The wife of our subject is a native of 
Perth, Lanark County, Ontario, Canada, and was 
born Sept. 8, 1847. She is the daughter of Eli- 
sha and Caroline (Smith) Drew, and became the 
mother of five children, three deceased: Frank L. 
and Blanche E. departed this life at the home of 
their parents, Jan. 19, 1880. Isaiah Drew, the 
grandfather of Mrs. M., was a native of Vermont, 
whence he removed to Canada during the early 
settlement of Glengarry County. He afterward re- 
moved to Leeds County, where he spent the last 
years of his life. His son Elisha, the father of Mrs. 
M., learned the carpenter’s trade, which he followed 
in his native county of Glengarry until reach- 
ing his majority; soon after this he was married 
and settled in Perth. There he followed his trade 
until 1850, when he came into Illinois and pur- 
chased a farm in West Point Township, which he 
occupied until 1876. Then selling out he retired 
to Lena, where he has since lived without engaging 





in any active labor. His wife was formerly Miss 
Caroline Smith, born in Leeds, Canada, Oct. 9,. 
1819, and the daughter of Timothy Smith, of Ver- 
mont. 

Capt. Jehial Smith, her grandfather, commanded 
acompany during the Revolutionary War, and after 
the independence of the Colonists was established 
took up his residence in Leeds, Canada, whence he 
came to this State during its early settlement and 
spent his last years near the little city of Peoria. 
The father of Mrs. Drew took up a tract of Gov- 
ernment land near the home of his father in Leeds 
County, Canada, where he secured a farm which he 
occupied during his lifetime. Mr. and Mrs. Drew 
became the parents of twelve children: James is a 
resident of Sterling, this State; Alfred is farming 
in West Point Township; Charles died when about 
forty years of age; Elisha is farming in Texas; 
Isaiah is a resident of Marion, Kan.; Joseph, dur- 
ing the late war served as a Union soldier in Co. 
G, 92d Ill. Mtd. Inf., participating in most of the 
important battles of Sherman’s campaign, during 
which he was wounded, but recovered and returned 
home; after being mustered out he went to Kansas 
where he engaged in farming, and where his death 
took place in May, 1870, Annie, Mrs. Montague, 
was next in order of birth; Carrie is a resident of 
Rockford; Mary lives in lowa; Alexander, in Cali- 
fornia; Hill, in California, and Jessie is a teacher in 
the public schools of Lena. 


REDERICK WATSON. Although America 
Fe was not discovered by Englishmen, the 
)® ~~ people of England were among the first to 
appreciate the fact that the New World was to be 
the home of those of the Old World who desired 
to better their condition, both in form of Govern- 
ment and in the vocations of life. The advanced 
forms of civilizations which have prevailed in this 
country since the first nucleus of government was 
created can be traced to the earliest colonists who 
came from England. 

We are led to these reflections by the fact that 
the subject of this sketch was born in England and 
lived there until he was nineteen years of age, at 
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which time he crossed the ocean and tried his fort- 
unes in the New World. He engaged in burning 
lime in Lycoming County, Pa., until 1845, when 
he came to Stephenson County and settled in Free- 
port, where he remained until the spring of 1846, 
when he moved to Harlem Township and settled 
on section 26, where he has since lived. He is the 
owner of 245 acres of land, which is uot excelled 
for fertility and adaptability to farming and stock- 
raising in that section of the State. He has erected 
good buildings and is provided with all the imple- 
ments of agriculture. To some extent he has been 
aspeculator in land, having at times owned various 
tracts. 

Our subject was married in Nottinghamshire, 
England, to Eliza Stocks, who was also a native of 
that country. They have had fifteen children, 
twelve of whom are living, their names being: 
Mary, Lizzie, Helen, Ruth, ‘Thomas, Aleck, Fred, 
William, Frank, George, Charlie and David. Mrs. 
Watson died in Harlem Township on the 12th of 
July, 1887. She was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and in her life the beauties of 
Christianity were exemplified. Her husband is 
alsoa member of that church. 

Mr. Watson has several times filled the office of 
Highway Commissioner. His career as a citizen of 
an adopted country has been one eminently worthy 
and useful to the community in which he has re- 
sided, and his neighbors and old friends unite in 
testifying to his sterling worth, integrity and valu- 
able services as a citizen. 


SSS 00 


DAM F. STAMM, a resident of this coun- 

a/| ty since 1856, is located on a good home- 
[\ stead in Waddams Township, where he 

Jy has carried on agriculture successfully, 
and is numbered among its well-to-do and enter- 
prising citizens. His earliest recollections are of a 
spot in Centre County, Pa., where his birth took 
place on the 8th of February, 1840. His father, 
George Stamm, and his grandfather, Adam Stamin, 
were also natives of the Keystone State, the former 
being a native of Centre County, and the latter of 
Berks County. Both followed the pursuit of agri- 





culture, and Adam spent the last years of his life 
in Centre County. His son George, after his mar- 
riage, located in Huntingdon County, where he 
purchased an improved farm and remained until 
1855. ‘Then selling out he migrated to. Berrien 
County, Mich., but a year later changed his resi- 
dence to Stephenson County, Ill., where he landed > 
on March 18, 1856, and purchased a farm three- 
fourths of a mile east of McConnell’s Grove. Lo- 
cating with his family he spent there the remainder 
of his life, his decease occurring April 13, 1871. 

The mother of our subject, formerly Miss Mary 
Price, was born in Centre County, Pa.,and was the 
daughter of Jacob and Anna Price, who spent the 
greater part.of their lives on a farm in Pennsylva-. 
nia. Jacob Price died about 1847. His widow is 
still living, and continues on the old homestead. 
The parental household included nine children, all 
but one now living: Elizabeth, Mrs. Wittenmeyer, | 
isa resident of Cedarville, Ill. ; Catherine, Mrs. Mus- 
ser, resides in Huntingdon, Pa.; David, Adam F. 
and Isaac, are residents of Waddams Township, this 
county; Sarah, Mrs. McNutt, lives in Barton - 
County, Kan.; Jonathan M. and Jacob W. are in 
McConnell. David Stamm married Maggie Mey- 
ers, a native of Centre County, Pa.; Isaac married 
Susan Phillips, a native of Union County, Pa.; 
Jonathan M. married Elizabeth Master, a native of 
Maryland; Jacob W. married Anna Herbrand, a 
native of Germany. 

Mr. Stamm was a youth of fifteen years when he 
journeyed with his parents from Pennsylvania to 
Michigan, and with them he came a year later to 
this county. He continued under the home roof 
until twenty-six years of age, and thén, after his 
marriage, purchased a tract of farm land one mile 
east of his present homestead. He proceeded with 
its cultivation and improvement with satisfactory 
results, and filled various offices of trust in his 
township, being Commissioner of Highways and 
Assessor, and generally interested in the welfare of 
the people around him. 

The wife of our subject, to whom he was 
united in Waddams Township, Nov. 4, 1366, was 
formerly Miss Leah, daughter of Jacob Stamm, of 
Centre County, Pa., and who died in Greene 
County, Ind., in 1862. Her mother died in Rock 
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Grove, Ill., in July, 1881. Of this marriage there 
have been no children. Mrs, Stamm is an estima- 
ble lady, and is a member in good standing of the 
United Brethren Church. A picture of Mr. Stamm’s 
tasteful home ornaments another page of this work. 


or he 


ANIEL MUSSER, a prominent citizen and 
farmer of Buckeye Township, is the scion 
VY of an excellent old Pennsylvanian family 
« who were residents of Greggs Township, 
Centre County, for many years, and were widely 
and favorably known throughout that section. Our 
subject was born on the farm of his father, Jonas 
Musser, Oct. 26, 1836. The latter was a native 
of Lehigh County, where his father, Michael 
Musser, was also born. The great-grandfather of 
our subject, it is believed, was a native of Switzer- 
‘land. He owned a large tract of land in Lehigh 
County, Pa., where he carried on agriculture, and 
spent the latter part of his life. The grandfather 
of our subject was reared and married in his native 
county and afterward, with his brother Philip, re- 
moved to Centre County during its early settle- 
ment. He was a man of many peculiar traits, ex- 
tremely fond of his gun, and a great hunter, be- 
coming famous throughout that region for his 
skill in the use of the rifle. He was also a thorough 
business man, progressive in his ideas. It was 
through his influence that Pea Creek was dredged 
and made navigable for flatboats, or ‘“arks,’’ as 
they were then called. ‘These boats in time became 
indispensable to the farmers of that region, who 
availed themselves of this means to transport their 
grain and produce to the Susquehanna River. 
Grandfather Musser spent his ‘last days in Greggs 
Township, and was accounted one of its most useful 
and enterprising citizens. 
Jonas Musser, the father of our subject, was but 
a boy when his parents became residents of Centre 
County, Pa. He there developed into manhood, 
and was united in marriage with Miss Maria Durst, 
a native of Dauphin County, and the daughter of 


Peter Durst, of Swiss ancestry. Mr. Musser, after | 
| mother died Jan. 31, 1873, and the father Jan. 31, 
| 1886. 


his marriage, purchased of his father a tract of 
heavily timbered land in Greggs Township, from 





which he cleared a farm; he subsequently erected’ 
a hotel where he operated as ‘tmine host,” in con- 
nection with farming, for a number of years, and 
where his death took place in the spring of 1853. 
The wife and mother survived until Dec. 12, 1880. 
She had removed to this State and spent her last 
years with her son James in Orangeville. The 
parental household included eleven children, nine 
sons and two daughters. A son and daughter 
died in infancy. The balance grew to mature 
years. George is a resident of Buckeye Township; 
John is written of elsewhere in this ALsum; Mi- 
chael P. is a resident of Rushville, Neb.; Daniel, of 
our sketch, was the fourth son; William and Ben- 
jamin are residents of Jewell City, Kan.; James isa 
resident of Orangeville; his biography will be 
found on another page. Charles is farming in Oneco 
Township; Helen is the wife of George Dale, a 
farmer of Centre County, Pa. 

Daniel Musser spent his childhood and youth 
after the manner of most farmers’ sons, attending 
the common school and assisting in the labors on 
the homestead. The year after the death of his 
father he commenced learning the tanner’s trade, 
which he followed until the spring of 1856. He 
then migrated westward to this State, and located 
on land included in his present homestead. This 
at first embraced sixty acres, upon which was a 
small frame house. He operated here in company 
with his brother, Michael P., until the spring of 
1870, then purchased the interest of the latter, and 
as time passed on added to his real estate until he 
became the possessor of 185 acres, which now, with 
its buildings and other appurtenances, constitutes 
one of the most desirable homesteads in Buckeye 
Township. 

The marriage of Daniel Musser and Miss Re- 
becca Dreibelbis took place at the home of the 
bride in Centre County, Pa., in the spring of 1864. 
Mrs. Musser was born Aug. 21, 1841, in Berks 
County, and is the daughter of Martin and Hannah 
(Rothermal) Dreibelbis, natives of the same coun- 
ty. They emigrated to Illinois in 1866, but re- 
moved the following year to Wisconsin, settling in 
Clarno ‘Township, Green County. There the 


Mr. and Mrs, Musser became the parents 
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of the following children: William L., Mary E., 
Carrie A., Minnie M., Burchard C. and Susie B. 
Our subject is Republican in politics, has been 
School Director a number of years, and served as 
Assessor and Commissioner of Highways. He also 
represented Buckeye Township in the County 
Board of Supervisors for a period of nine years, 
being a member of the committee on building at 
the time of the erection of the county jail. Mrs. 
Musser, a lady greatly respected in her community, 
is a member of the Reformed Church. 


PPD De Ss 


GFPUOMAS EWING is a thrifty farmer who 
6 lives on his farm on section 21, of Harlem 
Township. His parents were Willian and 


Sarah (Mathews) Ewing. The father was born in 
Ireland, and the mother in Chester County, Pa. 
The father came to Chester County with his par- 
ents when seven years old; he married, and settled 
in Washington County, Pa., where he and his wife 
lived until 1836, when they went to Holmes County, 
Ohio, living there twelve years. In 1848 the par- 
ents of our subject emigrated to Stephenson 
County, Ill., and. settled in Harlem Township, 
where they died after attaining a good old age. 
The father’s death occurred in his ninety-fourth 
year. They had seven children—Thomas, John, 
William, Andrew, Mary J., Margaret and David. 
Their respective histories are as follows: John died 
in Colorado; William resides in Washington Ter- 
ritory; Andrew married a Miss Blackburn, of Illi- 
nois; Mary J. was the wife of John Y. Haughey, 
and died in Carroll County, Lll.; Margaret was the 
wife of John Wright, and died in Harlem Town- 
ship; David resides in Colorado. 

Thomas Ewing, our subject, was born in Wash- 
ington County, Pa., Feb. 15, 1818. He received a 
common-school education, and has always been en- 
gaged in agricuitural pursuits. He came to Ohio 
with his parents in 1836,and to Stephenson County 
in 1848, and has been a citizen of Lancaster and 
Harlem Townships since that time. He settled in 
Harlem Township in 1872, where he owns 142} 
acres of improved and arable land.. He was mar- 
ried in Holmes County, Ohio, May 1, 1840, to 








Sarah E. Haughey, the daughter of John and Julia 


(Hartford) Haughey, who were natives of Mary- 


land, and of English ancestry. They came to Ste- 
phenson County about 1851, and settled in Lan- 
caster Township, afterward removing to Carroll 
County, Ill, where they died within six months of 
each other. They had twelve children—Christina, 
Mary, Francis, Eliza, James, Ann, Sophia, Martha, 
Sarah, John, Robert and Harriet. 

Mrs. Ewing was born in Steubenville, Ohio, 
Noy. 2, 1818. She has been the mother of seven 
children—Julia A., William T., John Y., Sarah, 
Ellen, Mary O. and Martha F. Julia A. died at 
the age of twenty-two; William T. married Martha 
Goddard, and resides in Kansas; John Y. married 
Lena Riley, and resides in Howard County, Iowa; 
Ellen died at the age of twenty-five years; Mary 
O. is the wife of Charles F. Barber, and resides in 
Stephenson County, Lll.; Martha F. resides at 
home. Mr. Ewing has held some of the minor of- 
fices in the township. Both he and all the mem- 
bers of his household are members of the Presby- 
terian Church. In politics, Mr. Ewing is a Repub- 
lican. 


( ILLIAM H. MATTER, one of the self- 
\f made men of Buckeye Township, retains 
as a silent witness of his industry a valu- 
able homestead on section 18, which includes 221 
acres of highly cultivated land, with convenient 
and substantial farm buildings. Upon this land 
our subject has effected great improvements since 
taking possession, it being then not far removed 
from its original condition. The humble frame 
shanties which then served asa shelter for man and 
beast, bore little comparison with the present fine 
dwelling (see lithographic view on another page), 
the ample and shapely barn, and all the other ap- 
pliances for. the storing of grain, the shelter of 
stock and the proper carrying on of a modern 
country estate. The transformation seems all the 
more wonderful and pleasurable when we reflect 
that it has been brought about by a man who com- 
menced life practically at the foot of the ladder, 
and dependent upon his own resources. 
Mr. Matter first drew breath in Jefferson County, 
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Pa., March 20, 1836, and is the third son of Isaac 
and Hannah (Lenker) Matter, who carried on farm- 
ing in a modest way,and possessed but a limited in- 
come. When our subject was nine years old his 
parents gathered together their household effects 
and started for the Prairie State. He remembers 
well many incidents of the long journey, and how, 
when reaching this section deer and wolves roamed 
over the prairies now dotted with beautiful farms 
and valuable homesteads. ‘The parents located on 
a tract of land in Buckeye Township, and Isaac 
Matter proceeded as best he could to the cultiva- 
tion of the soil. The farm implements of that time 
were rude in construction, and of a character 
which at this day would seem totally unfitted for 
the task required of them. The pioneers, however, 
were fertile in expedient, and found a way out of 
every difficulty. The father of our subject suc- 
ceeded in making a comfortable living for his fam- 
ily, and after a life of long and faithful labor, 
folded his hands for his final rest July 23, 1866. 
The mother departed this life June 8, 1884. 

Our subject spent his childhood and youth after 
the manner of most of the sons of pioneers, receiv- 
ing a meager education, and as soon as old enough 
his labors being utilized on the farm. He was 
taught frugality, industry, honesty, obedience and 
deference to the opinions of those older and wiser 
than himself. He remained a member of the 
parental household long after reaching his majority, 
and after his marriage operated on a portion of the 
land included in the parental homestead. In 1864 
he purchased forty-five acres on section 18, and 
subsequently purchased a part of his father’s farm, 
the whole comprising the valuable and desirable 
estate which the passing traveler now views with 
an admiring eye. Mr. Matter, in addition to gen- 
eral farming, keeps excellent grades of live-stock, 
including sheep, cattle, hogs and horses, all sleek 
looking and well cared for, and adding to the 
already general air of comfort and plenty that per- 
vades the premises. 

The marriage of William H. Matter and Miss 
Hannah Meyer took place at the home of the bride 
in Freeport, July 3, 1862. Mrs. M., like her hus- 
band, is a native of Pennsylvania, and the daughter 
of Peter Meyer, who came to this State in 1854, 





and took up his residence in Ogle County. He 
there engaged in farming, and with the mother 
spent the remainder of his life. Mr. and Mrs. Mat- 
ter are the parents of five children, namely: Ada 
L., Emma I., Cora A., Estella H. and Isaac N. 
The latter child, their only son, died when twelve 
years of age. He was a bright and intelligent lad, 
and his death was a severe blow to the stricken 
parents. They are members of the Evangelical 
Association Church, and our subject politically, is 
a decided Republican. 


SED OLEIK Soi 


living on section 5, in Kent Township. His 
Y parents were Evans and Polly (Goddard) 
6 Jones. His father was born in England, 
and his mother was a native of New Hampshire, 
having come of Puritan stock. They first settled 
in Vermont. The father met his death by being 
thrown out of an omnibus, in Dayton, Ohio. The 
mother came to Stephenson County with her son 
Horatio, and is now living here at the advanced 
age of ninety-five years. They had two children, 
Horatio and Mary A., the latter of whom is now 
the wife of Amasa Curtis, of Freeport, Ill. Polly 
Goddard, the mother of our subject, was first mar- 
ried to Horace Taylor, by whom she had five chil- 
dren. Their namesare, Giles, Eliza, Hulda, George 
and Nathaniel. Of these, George and Eliza are de- 
ceased; Giles resides in Kent Township; Hulda is 
the widow of Seth Dudley, and resides in Wiscon- 
sin; Nathaniel resides in Kendall, N. Y. , 
Our subject was born in Franklin County, Vt., 
Aug. 17, 1822, where he lived until the spring of 
1848, receiving a common-school education, and 
being reared on a farm. He then came to Stephen- 
son County with his wife and two children, and 
settled in Kent Township, where he has since been 
a resident. He has erected good and substantial 
buildings, and has a very pleasant home, sur- 
rounded by fine trees which he set out himself, 
A picture of the home and its tasteful surroundings 
is shown on another page. Mr. Jones is the owner 


lo ne JONES is a prosperous farmer, 





of 117 acres, twelve of which are in timber and my 


balance highly improved. He was married, in 
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Fairfax, Franklin Co., Vt., Dec. 19, 1843, to Miss 
Harriet R. Frisbee, daughter of Ezra and Thirza 
(Ruggles) Frisbee, both natives of New England, 
of Irish and Welsh extraction. \ The wife’s parents 
settled in Vermont, and lived there until their 
death. They hada family of nine children, five 
boys and four girls, as follows: Mary, deceased; 
Harriet R., Benjamin F., Van Ness, Susan, Denni- 
son, Emerson, Adna and Maria; Harriet R. was 
born in Vermont, Sept. 14, 1815. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones are the parents of four chil- 
dren—Alfred D., Eugene C., Alice J. and Cora C. 
Alfred D. married Miss Amanda Garman, and re- 
sides in Kent Township; Eugene C. died when 
three and a half years old; Alice J. is the wife of 
Walter Wasson, and resides in Lena; Cora resides 
at home. Mr. Jones has held some of the minor 
offices of the township, and is looked upon with 
much respect in the community where he lives. 
Mrs. Jones holds fellowship with the Baptist 
Church. Mr, Jones, politically, affiliates with the 
Republican party. 


wo ERR 9 pe 


NTHONY DOLL, who ranks among the 

[| honored pioneers of Stephenson County, 
came here in the early days, and was one of 

‘C) the first to assist in breaking the sod, and 
preparing a portion of the soil for raising some of 
the richest crops of the Prairie State. His birth- 
place was in Waterloo County, Canada, and the 
date thereof Aug. 26, 1840. His father, Martin 
Doll, came from the eastern part of Germany, 
where he was reared to manhood on a farm, and 
married Miss Gracie Schamel. After the birth of 
three children, and not being satisfied with his 
prospects or his condition in the Fatherland, he re- 
solved to emigrate to America, and accordingly set 
sail in the spring of 1834. After reaching this coun- 
try he went first into Canada and purchased 200 
acres of timber land in Waterloo County, where he 
built a log house and remained until 1840. In that 
humble dwelling our subject and two other chil- 
dren were born. Martin Doll then sold out and 
started for the West, accompanied by his wife and 


eigen 





six children, and equipped with three horses, one 
yoke of oxen, and two wagons. They carried their 
household goods and provisions with them, camped 
and cooked by the wayside, and slept in their wagors 
at night. After aseven weeks’ journey they landed 
in this county, the father of our subject having at 
the end of the journey a cash capital of fifty cents 
in his pocket. He was fertile in expedients, how- 
ever, and before long had succeeded in renting a 
tract of land near Freeport, which he occupied and 
cultivated two years with success. He was then 
enabled to purchase a small farm near the city limits, 
and built up a good home, of which he retained 
possession fourteen years. In 1856 he came to 
West Point Township, and purchased the farm ad- 
joining that which our subject now occupies. In 
1876 he disposed of this, and retired from active 
labor, and at present makes his home with his son 
Anthony, of this sketch, having arrived at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-eight years. The mother de- 
parted this life at the homestead in West Point 
Township, in 1874. 

Our subject was the sixth child of his parents, 
and was but three years of age when they came to 
this county. He grew up under the parental roof 
with his brothers and sisters, and early in life was 
trained to habits of industry and principles of honor. 
He was a bright and ambitious boy, and as soon as 
old enough began to lay his own plans for the fu- 
ture, in which he was encouraged and assisted by 
his excellent father. He was married, in 1867, to 
Miss Margaret Wendlin, a native of his own county 
in Canada, and of French parentage. Of this union 
there were born nine children, who were named 
respectively, William, John, Rosetta, Aleva, Albert, 
Emma, Ida, Joseph and George. 

Mr. Doll after his marriage located in West Point 
Township, and was occupied in farming until 1876. 
He then purchased the old homestead, and three 
years later secured possession of the farm adjoin- 
ing, and is now the owner of 555 aeres, which he 
has brought to a fine state of cultivation. He has 
been making improvements continuously, building 
fences, planting fruit and shade trees, erecting one 
after another necessary and substantial buildings, 
and in 1882 put up the present family residence. 


! This structure is commodious and convenient, and 
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furnished with the modern improvements required 
by the intelligent and progressive farmer. On an- 
other page of this work is given a fine lithographic 
view of Mr. Doll’s handsome residence. He de- 
-yotes his attention principally to the raising of 
grain and stock, and has contributed his full quota 
toward developing the resources of West Point 
Township, and making it one of the attractive fea- 
tures of Northern Illinois. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doll are connected with the Cath- 
olic Church at Lena, and Mr, Dollis an uncom- 
promising Democrat. The parents ef Mrs. Doll, 
Joseph and Magdalena (Bangesser) Wendlin, were 
natives of France, and were married in the city of 
Buffalo, N. Y., from whence they went to Canada, 
where they spent their entire lives, both being now 
deceased. 


Ww) ACOB B. ORTH. The subject of this sketch 
is a native of Germany, where he was born 
| June 9, 1850. He is the son of Jacob Orth, 


and his grandfather, Jacob Orth, a native of 
Germany, emigrated to America in 1852, at the 
age of fifty-two years. After landing in New York 
he proceeded by way of the canals and the lakes 
to Chicago, and thence to Rockford, where he hired 
a team and made his way to Stephenson County. 
Upon his’ arrival here he purchased 230 acres of 
improved land, of which he subsequently sold 
eighty acres. ‘The improvements on this farm con- 
sisted of a pretty fair house for those days, and 
some small out-buildings. The neighborhood’s re- 
ligious meetings were held at his house. He lived 
on this farm until his death at the age of sixty- 
nine on the 9th of June, 1869. He was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Oswald, whose people were natives 
of Germany, and who followed the vocation of 
hotel-keeper. She was born in 1802, and was eighty 
years of age at her death in February, 1883. They 
raised six children. 

The subject of this sketch has very little personal 
knowledge of his parents, as he was from infancy 
under the care of his grandparents, and received 
from them the same care and consideration as if he 
were one of their children. He lived with them 





until their death, when he bought the interest of 
the heirs in the estate. At the age of thirteen he 
commenced working by the month on the farm, 
and when nineteen years old rented it and had the 
management of it until he became the purchaser in 
1883. 

Mr. Orth was married, on the 29th of May, 1873, 
to Miss Emma Meyer, daughter of Charles Meyer, 
a native of Germany, who came to America at an 
early day. She was born in Rock Run Township, 
on the 12th of August, 1849, and was about twen- 
ty-four years of age when married. They have six 
children, all at home: Lucy E., Elsie A., Byford 
J., Dora B. and Oliver S. At the time this sketch 
is written the youngest, a babe, has not been hon- 
ored with a name. Mr. Orth and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Church. The grandfather 
was an ardent Republican in his day, and trans- 
mitted the principles of that party to his grandson. 
Mr. Orth was a Director of Schools since he was 
twenty-one years of age until the last election. 
This long tenure of office is undisputed evidence of 
the high esteem in which he is held by the people 
of the district, whose interests they have appointed 
him to look after. A handsome lithographic view 
of Mr. Orth’s residence is shown on another page. 


SS) 8 Se 


UGUSTUS KLAAS. The history of this 
© highly respected citizen, who came to 
Lena in the spring of 1864, is substantially 
a) as follows: His birth took place in the 
Province of Westphalen, Germany, Dec. 14, 1842, 
on the farm of his father, Simon Klaas, a native of 
the same locality, where he spent his entire life. 
The parental household included six children, of 
whom two brothers and three sisters of our subject 
came to America at the same time, and are now 
located as follows: William and Harmon are farim- 
ing in Erin Township, this county; Wilhelmina 
became the wife of Simon Polker, and lives on a 
farm in Jo Daviess County; Caroline, who married 
Gottlieb Koller, died in Jo Daviess County, about 
1861; Louisa married Henry Polker, and also died 
in that county. 
Mr. Klaas attended school in his native Province 
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from the time he was seven until fourteen years 
old. His brother William and sister Wilhelmina 
having then determined to emigrate to the United 
States, he joined them, leaving the Fatherland in 
March, 1857, and landing in New York forty-nine 
days later. They proceeded directly Westward, 
reaching Freeport on the 18th of May, where our 
subject commenc2d working on a farm at $6 per 
month. In the winter he attended school, working 
nights and mornings for his board. ‘Three years 
were thus spent, and he then learned the trade of a 
brickmaker, which he followed until August, 1862. 
The Civil War being then in progress, he enlisted 
in Co. G, 92d Ill. Mtd. Inf., and served with credit 
as a Union soldier until the Rebellion was prac- 
tically ended. He marched with his comrades all 
through the South, and participated with them in 
most of the important battles of the war, serving 


for a time under Gen. Kilpatrick and going with | 


Sherman’s army on its march to the sea. Although 
experiencing privations. hardship and many hair- 
breadth escapes, he came out without a wound, 
and received his honorable discharge in July, 1865. 
There were no better men in the army than the 
faithful and reliable German soldiers, as is seen by 
the record of those who distinguished themselves 
on the battle-field. A large proportion of them 
came to this country during their youth, and were 
most earnest in their efforts to uphold its laws and 
institutions. Mr. Klaas considers his army experi- 
ence as one of the most valuable and creditable of 
any in his life, and may be pardoned for cherishing 
his war record as a priceless reminiscence of the 
past. 

Returning from the army, Mr. Klaas worked for 
his brother William, on the farm of the latter near 
Eleroy, until the spring of 1866, and then resumed 
his trade, which he followed until the fall of 1868. 
In the spring of 1869, in partnership with Francis 
Baker, he established a brickyard at Lena. They 
continued together one year, and Mr. K. then pur- 
chasing the interest of his partner, has conducted 
the business alone since that time. His yard and 
buildings are equipped with all the necessary 





machinery for turning out this indispensable article | 
_ gaged in butchering, after which he teamed one 


of building material, and his business is steadily 
increasing. His straightforward methods of doing 


business, his promptness in meeting his obligations 
and the quality of his work, commend him yen- 
erally to the residents of this section, where he has 
built up an enviable reputation as a business man 
and a citizen. 

The wife of our subject, who became the sharer 
of his home and fortunes in the fall of 1869, was 
Miss Matilda, the daughter of Frederick and Wil- 
mine (Hinkey) Gassman, who was born in Erin 
Township in 1851. Her father was born in Ger- 
many and came to Erin Township during its first 
settlement. Our subject and his wife are the par- 
ents of five children, named respectively, Emile, 
Eleanora, Albert, Alma and Arthur. Mr. Klaas 
uniformly votes the Democratic ticket, and with 
his wife isa member in good standing of the Ger- 
man Lutheran Church. 

We take pleasure in presenting elsewhere a hand- 
some view of the home and surroundings of this 
substantial citizen of Stephenson County. 


SS —_ i 


J C. RUNKLE, although one of the youngest 
farmers of Oneco Township, has been ex- 
/i— ceptionally prosperous. He is a great ad- 
mirer of fine stock, and it is his boast and pride 
that he has the finest blooded horses, and other 
stock, in the county. Mr. Runkle was born on 
the 18th of April, 1858, in Centre County, Pa. 
He is the son of Hugh Runkle (see sketch else- 
where), and came to Stephenson County with his 
parents, with whom he lived until he was twenty- 
one years of age. Having reached his majority 
and concluding it was not well for man to live 
alone, he was married in June, 1878, to Miss Mary 
E. Rahorn, daughter of Conrad Rahorn, a sketch 
of whom appears elsewhere in this ALbum. Our 
subject’s wife was twenty years of age-at the time 
of her marriage. The first year after their mar- 
riage was spent at the old home; they then moved 
onto Conrad Rahorn’s farm, where they remained 
one year, then going to the farm of Mrs. R.’s half- 
brother, where they lived for two years. ‘They 
then removed to Orangeville, where Mr. R. en- 





year. Still later he moved three miles south of 
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Dakota, Ill., where he rented William Kryder’s 
farm, and after working it for two years returned 
to Orangeville and leased his father’s old home- 
stead, where he now resides. Mr. and Mrs. Runkle 
have four interesting children, whose names are— 
Ina Leona, Hugh Benton, George W. and Mabel 
Ellen. Mrs. Runkle is a member of the Methodist 
Church. Mr. Runkle is a Democrat and takes con- 
siderable interest in political affairs, especially in 
assisting to get the best men to fill public offices, 
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7 ORACEC. BELKNAP was born on the 15th 
- of November, 1849, in Stephenson County, 

and is the son of B. P. Belknap, a sketch of 
whom is given in this work. Our subject was mar- 
ried, in 1872, to Amelia Bolender, daughter of M. 
Bolender, of Pennsylvania. He worked for six 
years on his father’s farm, then five years for Schoch 
& Bolender, gathering cream. He then bought 
part of the old Bolender farm, consisting of forty- 
eight and three-quarter acres, including all the 
buildings. 

To Mr. Belknap and wife have been born three 
children: Morris, born March 24, 1874; Jessie, 
Aug. 5, 1875; and Robert M., Aug. 11, 1883. Mr. 
Belknap is a Republican in polities. 


> 


OSEPH PORTER, retired farmer, and a 
resident of Freeport, is now resting from the 
labors of a long and well-spent life, the early 
part of which was employed mostly in in- 

dustrious toil, and the practice of the strictest econ- 
omy. He is numbered among the most highly re- 
spected residents and reliable business men of Ste- 


_phenson County, where he long ago established his 


feputation as an honest man and a good citizen. 
Mr. Porter became a resident of Freeport in the 
spring of 1874, and since that time has made it his 
dwelling-place. The beautiful home located near 
the southern limits of the city, is the silent but 
forcible witness of the results of his early industry. 
It embraces fifteen acres of valuable land, with a 
handsome and substantial brick residence, replete 





with all the comforts of modern life. Upon first 
coming to this State, Mr. Porter was engaged in 
farming in Bureau and LaSalle Counties, becoming 
a resident of the latter in 1848, where he re- 
mained twelve years. He afterward purchased 160 
acres of land to which he subsequently added ‘an- 
other quarter section, and established a good home- 
stead which he occupied until his removal to this 
county. 

The birthplace of our subject was in Chippewa 
Township, Wayne Co., Ohio, and the date thereof 
Sept. 20, 1825. He is the son of John S. Porter, a 
native of the North of Ireland, to which his Scotch 
ancestors emigrated on account of religious perse- 
cution. When a young man he emigrated to the 
United States, and located in Pittsburgh, Pa., where 
he worked at carpentering, and assisted in the erec- 
tion of the arsenal, and many other important 
buildings of the city. He was also married there 
to Miss Ann Latchaw, who was born in Germany, 
and came to this country with her parents when a 
young child. The young people shortly after their 
marriage removed to Wayne County, Ohio, where 
several of their children were born, and afterward 
went into Stark County, where they remained until 
starting for the West in 1850. John S. Porter, af- 
ter locating in LaSalle County, this State, aban- 
doned carpentering to engage in agricultural pur- 
suits. He built up a good home in LaSalle County, 
where the wife and mother departed this life in 
1880. The father had died in Mendota several 
years before when sixty-six years of age. The 
mother of our subject was a lady highly esteemed, 
and a member of the Presbyterian Church, as was 
also her husband. 

John 8. and Ann Porter became the parents of 
fifteen children, seven sons and eight daughters, 
who lived to become men and women, and all but 
two were married. Joseph, our subject, was but a 
child when his father removed from Wayne to 
Stark County, Ohio, where he was reared and edu- 
cated. He was a young man upon coming to this 
State, but had already selected his future wife, Miss 
Maria Kirk, of Stark County, with whom he was 
united in marriage March 16, 1858. Mrs. Porter 
was born in Lawrence Township, Stark Co., 
Ohio, Nov. 17, 1834, and is the daughter of Will- 
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iam and Maria (Miller) Kirk. natives respectively 
of Pennsylvania and Missouri. They were taken 
to Ohio by their parents when young, and were 
married in Stark County, where they located upon 
a farm, and where their children were born. ‘They 
came to Illinois in their old age, locating in Free- 
port in the spring of 1858. There the father de- 
parted this life in 1870, when seventy-five years 
old. 
the age of eighty-seven. 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and close adher- 
ents of the faith in which they had been reared from 
childhood. William Kirk, in early life, belonged to 
the old Whig party, but afterward identified him- 
self with the Republicans. 

The wife of our subject was educated in the dis- 
trict schools of Stark County, Ohio, where she be- 
came proficient as a teacher, which occupation she 
began at sixteen years of age, and which she fol- 
lowed until her marriage. Of her union with our 
subject there have been born seven children, one 
now deceased: Lewis F. completed his education at 
Madison, Wis.. and is now engaged as a civil engin- 
eer in that city; Clayton A. is employed as a 
banker at Grand Lake, Neb.; Fred K. is a resi- 
dent of Madison, Wis.. where he is time-keeper 


and Edward C., the latter twins, are at home with 
their parents. Our subject, politically, supports 
Republican principles, and with his estimable lady, 
is prominently connected with the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 


LE O. GARDER, of Rock Grove Township, 
@ came to this county in September, 1842, and 
soon afterward purchased 275 acres of 
land which had not long before been entered by 
the oldest settler in that locality, a Mr. Baker. 
The latter, however, it seems had grown disheart- 
ened over his western venture, and after breaking 
about thirty acres and putting up a log cabin had 
relinquished it to younger and more courageous 
hands. Our subject on taking possession of his 
property proceeded at once to the building up of a 
homestead, in which he has admirably succeeded, 
\ as the premises now abundantly testify. 
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Mr. Garder and his family occupied the primi- 
tive log cabin which he found on his land until the 
year following his arrival here, when he erected a 
more pretentious dwelling, although this latter was 
of logs. He occupied it about nine years and then 
put up his present residence, which is of a tasteful 
and substantial character, and has fully answered 
the purposes for which it was intended. The main 
barn was added ten years ago, and other out-build- 
ings have been constructed as he found time and 
as his means justified. Mr. Garder first purchased 
the claim and afterward entered his land from the 
Government. The nearest market at that time 
was at the lead mines aruund Galena, to which the 
farm produce-was laboriously transported with ox- 
teams. After he had become the proud possessor 
of a team of horses he conveyed his grain to Mil- 
waukee and Chicago. In this way he labored and 
managed for a number of years until the construc- 
tion of the railroad enhanced the value of property 
and rendered the labors of the farmers less la- 
borious and expensive. 

The early life of our subject was spent in a home 
on the other side of the Atlantic, in the Neumedal 
District, Norway, where his birth took place Sept. 
18, 1815. His father, Ole K. Garder, was also of 
Norwegian birth and parentage, and spent his en- 
tire life in his native land, where he farmed and 
dealt in live-stock, and rested from his labors at 
the advanced age of eighty-three years. The 
mother had died before the decease of her husband, 
when seventy-three years old. Ole O., who was 
twenty-seven years of age when he came to this 
country, lived with his parents until reaching his 
majority, and for eight years following was engaged 
in peddling dry goods. Upon his arrival in this 
country he remained in New York City for a short 
time and then proceeded westward by canal and 
lake to Milwaukee, and there required a team to 
convey himself and family to Rock Grove Town- 
ship. His subsequent course we have already 
indicated. 

Mr. Garder was married in his native country 
April 11, 1842, a short time before emigrating to 
America, to Miss Carrie L., daughter of L. O. 
Quiegley. Mrs. G. isa native of the same district 
as her husband, and was born in 1819, being con- 
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sequently about twenty-three years of age at the 
time of her marriage. ‘This univn resulted in the 
birth of nine children; two are deceased and the 
others are located as follows: Ole E. is married 
and a resident of Cloud County, Kan., where he is 
engaged in farming; he fora time carried on mer- 
chandising at Clinton, Wis. Betsey is the wife of 
K. Swenington, who rents the farm of his father- 
in-law, our subject, on shares; Lydia married 
Jacob Baker, a farmer located near Durand, Ill.; 


Davis, where her husband is engaged as a stock- 
dealer ; Carrie died July 4, 1885, when thirty- 
seven years of age, having received fatal injuries 
by a runaway team; Jennie is at home with her 
parents; Louis is farming in Republic County, 
Kan., where he owns a tract‘of land; he was mar- 
ried to Miss Sarah Wilke. Anna, the wife of H. 
Dielset, died after the birth of her third cbild, 
when twenty-five years of age. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garder, like their parents before 


“eran Church. Our subject early in life affiliated 
with the Democratic party, then became a Free- 
soiler, and is now Republican in politics. He 
keeps himself thoroughly posted upon the eyents 
of the day, is enthusiastic in the defense of his 
political principles, reads extensively, and possesses 
more.than ordinary intelligence. 


UGUSTUS MAISCH, a highly respected 

e/| German citizen who has been identified 
| with the business interests of Lena for the 

last thirty-two years, spent his childhood 

and youth across the sea in the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, twelve miles from the famous city of Baden- 
Baden, which is cotsidered the most beautifully 
situated of all the German watering-places. His 
home was about six miles from the River Rhine, 
whose blue waters often delighted his childish eyes 
and which he, to this day, recalls with tender re- 
membrance. His eyes often rested upon the quaint 
buildings which many of the people of this conti- 
nent often read about but never see. His later 
voyage across the ocean and visit to his native 
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land afforded an experience with which he would 
not willingly part. 

In accordance with the laws and customs of his 
native Empire, young Maisch was placed in school 
when a child six years of age, and continued his 
studies until fourteen. He then learned the art of 
dyeing from his father who was an expert at that 
trade, and handled all kinds of choice materials 
brought to him by the wealthy people around, and 
which, in color at least, he made as good as new. 
When eighteen years of age Augustus started out 
for himself, being occupied in his calling in differ- 


ent places east and west of his own Province. 


Finally he decided in his own mind to seek another 
country for his future operations, where there was 
a possibility of advancement, and of materially 
bettering his condition in life. He started by rail 
from Baden to Manheim, thence by steamer to 
Rotterdam, and from there in a like manner to Lon- 
don. Once upon the wharves of the great city he 
boarded a sailing-vessel bound for New York, and 
after a voyage of six weeks greeted what was then 
to the emigrant the “promised land.” He spent 
eleven months in New York City in a silk goods 
factory, and was afterward similarly engaged in 
Boston for eighteen months. Becoming tired of. 
the “hub” he obtained good recommendations from 
his employer and went to South Hadley Falls, 
Mass., following his vocation there and in differ- 
ent parts of Massachusetts until 1855. 

Mr. Maisch now determined upon a radical 
change in his mode of life. Starting for the West 
he landed in Northern Illinois and purchased sixty 
acres of timber land in West Point Township. His 
first business was to put up a shelter for himself 
and family, for which purpose he purchased a few 
boards and erected a shanty twelve feet square, 
which, however, did not afford much protection 
from the rain, and to shield themselves from this 
element at night they spread a rubber blanket over 
the bed and held an umbrella over themselves. A 
few months later Mr, Maisch was enabled to build 
a good frame house, into which the family removed 
and passed the winter very comfortably. In the 
meantime he proceeded with the cultivation of his 
land, from which he had cleared the timber. His 
farm work was chiefly performed with oxen, as he 
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had no horses. With these animals he went to 
market, and conveyed his family to ‘church fora 
period of six years. 

Our subject oceupied the farm thus developed 


until about 1866, then selling out removed to. 


Freeport and resumed his trade in a woolen-mill, 
where he was occupied seven years. He then be- 


came connected with a grain and tobacco ware- | 


house, where he was employed four years, and soon 
afterward removed to Lena, where he retired from 
business and has since lived. 

When Mr. Maisch landed upon American shores 
he possessed the cash capital of four silver dollars. 
To-day he is a wealthy man and has accumulated 
his property mainly through bis own efforts, re- 
ceiving but $1,000 from his father’s estate. He 
has been twice married. His first wife, Miss Lovey 
Hall, was a native of New Hampshire, and the 
daughter of Elijah Hall, of Strafford County. She 
departed this life on the 16th of August, 1882. 
Mr. Maisch was married the second time, June 19, 
1886, to Miss Olga Asal, a native of his own 
country. 

Mr. Maisch, in 1884, visited his native land and 
spent the summer among the friends of his child- 
hood and youth. The meeting on both sides was 
extremely pleasant and a source of great satis- 
faction to all concerned. Asa representative Ger- 
man citizen, and a pioneer of this county, Mr. 
Maisch is held in great respect, both for his excel- 
lent personal qualities, and his ability as a member 
of the business community which he has so greatly 
aided in building up, and in which he has been an 
important factor for many years. In polities he is 
independent. 


“ALOE EIS wp ROTI 


young farmer of Silver Creek ‘Township, is 
finely located on section 9, and is the pro- 
prietor of a beautiful farm of 320 acres, under a 
good state of cultivation and supplied with first- 
class buildings. This was the old homestead built 
up by his honored father, and here our subject first 
opened his eyes to the light, Oct. 24, 1848. 
Henry Burckhardt, the father of our subject. was 


(5 EORGE M. BURCKHARDT, an industrious 
\ 








a native of Baden, Germany, where he grew to man- 
hood and was first married to Miss Christiana Eder. 
This lady was a native of his own Province, and 
after the birth of one child, a son, whom they 
christened John, she closed her eyes forever upon 
the scenes of:earth. Mr. Burckhardt was subse- 
quently married to a sister of his first wife, Miss 
Regina Eder, and after the birth of another son, 
named Jacob, Henry Burckhardt set sail with his 
little family for the United States. The fame of 
the great West had long before reached the ears of 
the enterprising and industrious German laborer, 
and the father of our subject decided to make this 
the field of his future operations. Coming to Silver 
Creek Township, this county, he purchased eighty 
acres of land on section 9, of which he took posses- 
sion in the spring of 1847, and with the industry 
and perseverance which form one of the chief 
characteristics of his countrymen, he set about the 
cultivation of the soil, and by persistent and ener- 
getic labor soon began to reap a rich reward for 
his industry. After erecting the necessary build- 
ings he wisely inyested his surplus capital in more 
land, and at the time of his death, which occurred 
Feb. 6, 1886, was the owner of 700. acres, besides 
having a snug sum laid away in the bank and land 
in Dakota Territory. His honesty and integrity 
had secured for him the respect and confidence of 
his fellow-townsmen and he had frequently been 
called upon to take charge of various offices, the 
duties of which he fulfilled with credit to himself 
and satisfaction to all concerned. He uniformly 
voted the Democratic ticket, and for many years 
was a member in good standing of the German 
Lutheran Church. His wife, the mother of our 
subject, still survives and continues on the home- 
stead with her son. She is now sixty-five years of 
age and a member of the same church as was her 
honored husband. Their household: included ten 
children, of whom four survive. : 

Mr. Burckhardt, our subject, received his educa- 
tion in the district schools of Silver Creek Town- 
ship and after reaching manhood was united in 
marriage with Miss Katie Schaetzel at Freeport, 
Ill., Sept. 8, 1880. Mrs. B. is a native of the same 
Province as her husband, and came to this State 
with her father when a young woman, He was a 
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farmer, miller and merchant, and acquired a good 
property. Ile is now connected with the Union 
County Bank at Elk Point, in Dakota Territory, 
although having quite extensive interests in other 
places. His wife, Catherine, died in Freeport, 
Nov. 14, 1886. Mr. and Mrs. Burckhardt have 
three children—Emma H., Freddie H. and Jacob 
G. They are members of the German Lutheran 
Church, and politically Mr. B. votes the Democratic 
ticket. He has served as Township Collector and 
is considered one of the representative citizens of 
an intelligent and progressive community. 

We take pleasure in giving an excellent view of 
the residence and farm buildings of Mr. Burckhardt 
on another page. 
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Jacob Sweeley, and daughter of Henry and 
Mary M. (Kepthart) Ault, has been a resi- 
dent of Winslow since the spring of 1871, 
where she owns and occupies a neat and well ap- 
pointed residence, and surrounded by all the com- 
forts of life, anticipates spending here the remainder 
of her days. ‘The main points in the history of 
Mrs. S. are briefly given as follows: She was born 
in Centre County, Pa., on the 25th of August, 1837, 
and came with her parents to Illinois in 1841. Her 
father’s family then included four children, and the 
journey was made overland by teams to Pittsburgh, 
after which they partially availed themselves of 
steamboats on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, by 
which means they reached Savanna, IIl., and thence 
came by team to a point near Freeport in this 
county. The now flourishing city of Freeport was 
then an unpretentious hamlet of a few houses and 
two or three stores. Mr. Ault made a claim in 
what is now Oneco Township, and the family moved 
into a vacant log cabin to which the father after- 
ward added a small slab shanty. Ue soon erected 
a frame house of native lumber, into which the 
family removed, and as soon as the land came into 
market he secured his title from the Government. 
Mr. Ault continued the cultivation of the soil 
and occupied the homestead which he had estab- 





A. RS. MARY LOUISA SWEELEY, widow of 





lished in the wilderness, until his death, which took 
place in thé spring of 1858. He had in the mean- 
time erected what was then considered a good set 
of frame buildings and had made other improve- 
ments which were looked upon with approval and 
admiration by the people of that section. The 
market for farm produce was at Chicago, whither 
their corn, wheat and pork were slowly and labor- 
ioasly transported by teams, taking about two 
weeks; but in common with the patience and 
courage which characterized most of the people of 
that time and section of country, Mr. Ault and his 
estimable wife endured hardship and privation un- 


*complainingly, sanguine of future results, 


Mr. Ault was twice married, his first wife having 
been Miss Mary Miller, of Pennsylvania, who 
survived twenty years, and of which union there 
were five children, namely ; David, Elizabeth, Will- 
iam, James and Charlotta, all of whom reside in 
Stephenson County. 

Mrs. Mary M. Ault, the mother of our subject, was 
a native of Centre County, Pa., where she was born 
in 1800. She died at the home of Mrs. Sweeley in 
the spring of 1883. Mrs. S. remained under the 
parental roof in Orangeville until her marriage, 
in 1871, to Jacob Sweeley. Mr. S. was born 
in Lycoming County, Pa., Aug. 4, 1818, where 
he grew to manhood and was married, Sept. 26, 
1843, to Miss Elizabeth Sankey, a native of the 
same State. She died in 1869, in Winslow. Mr. 
S. came to Stephenson County in 1854, and located 
upon a tract of land in Winslow Township, where 
he was successfully engaged in farming until his 
removal to the town in 1862 or 1863, and where his 
death took place in 1887. Of his first marriage 
there were born three children, namely: Anna C., 
Jan. 30, 1847; Lydia A. K., May 27, 1853, and 
Mary, March 7, 1857. Of his second marriage 
there were two children, namely ; Jennie May, born 
May 12, 1872, and Alla M., July 29, 1879. Mr. 
Sweeley was unostentatious in his manner of living, 
preferring the quiet of his own home rather than 
the turmoil of a public career. He was a member 
of Winslow Lodge No. 56, and his funeral was con- 
ducted with Masonic honors. The fine brick resi- 
dence which occupies a pleasant position on the 
east bank of the Pecatonica River remains as one 
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of the monuments of his thrift and industry, and he 
left his family handsomely provided for at their 
present home at Winslow. 


6 35 > So 


; AVID BOBB, one of the earliest settlers of 

) Stephenson County, occupies a comfort- 

able homestead near the village of Orange- 

ville, in Oneco Township, where he has for 

the last forty-two years been pursuing the even 

tenor of his way as an intelligent and industrious 

farmer and law-abiding citizen. He has lived to 

witness the remarkable growth and development 

of the country around him and to rejoice in the 
prosperity of his adopted State. 


Our subject was born May 18, 1813, in that part | 


of Union County now included in Snyder County, 
Pa. His father, Peter Bobb, was also a native of the 
Keystone State, while his grandfather, Conrad Bobb, 
was of German birth. The latter emigrated to Amer- 
ica with his parents when seven years of age. The 
family located in Pennsylvania, where Conrad 
grew to manhood and was married to an American 
lady. He was one of the pioneers of Union 
County, settling on a tract of land which was after- 
ward a part of Beaver Township in Snyder County. 
He felled the forest, cleared a farm from the 
wilderness, and there spent the remainder of his 
life. Among his sons and daughters was Peter, 
the father of our subject, who spent his entire life 
in his native county, settling upon the farm after 
his marriage and remaining there the rest of his 
days. He was married to Miss Wilhelmina Has- 
singer, who was a native of Beaver Township, and 
the daughter of Daniel Hassinger, of German an- 
cestry. She also died on the old homestead in 
Pennsylvania. ; 

The subject of this history was reared to farming 
pursuits, attended the district. school during the 
winter season. and remained a member of his 
father’s household until his marriage. He then 
rented the home farm, which he occupied until the 
spring of 1845. The reports which now came 
from the rapidly growing State of Illinois decided 
him to seek its borders, and in the fall of the year 
mentioned he started with his wife and six chil- 
dren for ‘Stephenson County. Their outfit con- 





sisted of a wagon and one pair of horses, and they 
carried their provisions and household goods, 
camping out at night and cooking by the wayside. 
The journey, however, was not without its pleas- 
ures, as they were accompanied by a number of 
families from their old neighborhood in Pennsyl- 
vania, which formed quite a gay and cheerful 
colony, laughing at difficulties and hopeful of the 
future. ‘The journey occupied six weeks less one 
day. Mr. Bobb landed in this country with a cash 
capital of $1,100, located on a tract of land in Buck- 
eye Township and proceeded to establish his home. 
He first entered forty acres on section 10 and after- 
ward purchased 280 acres on sections 3 and 23. 
On section 3 there stood a log cabin. The family 
sojourned at Orangeville until spring, when they 
took possession of the cabin and occupied it for 
several years thereafter. The nearest markets were 
at the mining town of Galena and at Chicago. 
Mr. Bobb took one load of wheat’ to the latter 
place which was then an unimportant town. The 
round trip consumed eight days and his wheat only 
brought sixty cents per bushel.. He sold dressed 
pork at the mines for two and a half cents per 
pound, taking his pay in trade. He, in common 
with his brother pioneers, in due time mastered all 
these difficulties, brought his land to a good state 
of improvement and built up four different home- 
steads in this county, and now lives, like the patri- 
archs of old, surrounded by his children and en- 
joying the love and respect of many friends. 

David Bobb was married, Jan. 11, 1835, to Miss 
Eliza Bingman, who was born in Snyder County, 
Pa., Sept. 29, 1815. The record of the ten chil- 
dren who filled the household circle is as follows: 
Isaac is farming in Oneco Township; Daniel B. 
(see sketch elsewhere), is a practicing physician of 
Dakota; Amelia, the wife of Jonathan Gross, is a 
resident of Osceola County, Iowa; Reuben is farm- 
ing in Buckeye Township; Allen lives in Jasper 
County, Mo.; Sarah A. is the wife of A. P. Haupt, 
of Cleveland, Ohio; Emma married M. J. Bolender, a 
prosperous farmer of Buckeye Township, of which 
Aaron F, is also a resident; Mary became the 
wife of Wallace Shipton, and is now deceased; 
Delia, Mrs. J. H. Miller, is a resident of Orange- 
ville. Mr. Bobb, politically, is a straight Re- 
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publican, and in religion is a member in good 
standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The portrait of Mr. Bobb herewith given, will 
afford pleasure to his children and friends now 
living, and be treasured by his posterity. 
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 AVID SHEARER, late of Kent Tp., who 
departed from the scenes of this life on the 

20th of March, 1887, had gone in and out 

among the people of this township for 

over sixteen years, where his pleasant and kindly 
face became familiar to those who respected him 
as a man and citizen, and who mourned his de- 
parture as one whose place could not easily be filled. 

Mr. Shearer was a descendant of an excellent 
family and spent his early years in Perry County, 
‘Pa., where his birth took place May 2, 1821. His 
father was one of the well-to-do and substantial 
farmers of that region, and young David spent his 
early life, until twenty years of age, under the 
home roof; then, desirous of changing his vo- 
cation learned the trade of a bricklayer, which he 
followed for about thirteen years, but this not being 
quite congenial to his tastes, ne adopted mercantile 
pursuits. He was thus employed for three years, 
when he purchased a tannery which he carried on 
for the same length of time. Afterward he pur- 
chased a farm in Jackson Township, Perry County, 
upon which he resided until 1869, when he decided 
to locate in Northern Illinois. After an interest- 
ing journey by lake and land he purchased the first 
portion of his future home in Kent Township, this 
county, in the improvement and cultivation of 
which he engaged industriously until the spring of 
1885. He then retired from active labor and took 
up his abode at Lena, although still continuing the 
general oversight of his farm and closely attending 
to the comfort and welfare of his family. 

The marriage of Mr. Shearer took place in 1847, 
while he was a resident of Perry County, Pa., the 
maiden of his choice being Miss Lydia Hollen- 
baugh, a native of his own county, born March 14, 
1824. Her father, George, and her grandfather, 
Conrad, were also natives of the Keystone State, 
the latter being of German ancestry. Both were 
prominent agriculturists in that State, where they 





spent the greater part of their lives and where their 
remains are buried. George Hollenbaugh in early 
manhood was married to Miss Mary Foust, and pos- 
sessed great industry and enterprise. Heimproved 
a fine farm and built a sawmill, an oilmill and a 
mill for hulling clover. ‘The three were well pat- 
ronized and yielded him a handsome income. 
After enjoying the comforts and luxuries of life 
for a number of years, misfortunes gathered around 
him; his mills were destroyed by fire and he was 
financially ruined. The parental household 
cluded ten children, eight sons and two daughters. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shearer commenced life together 
in Perry County, where all their children were 
born. The record of their family is as follows: 
James W.; Jennie R., the wife of Robert Leaman, 
resides with her husband on a farm in Kent Town- 
ship; Charles B. is engaged in railroading in 
Chicago; Samuel E. isin the drug business at Hast- 
ings, Neb.; Robert C. is engaged in farming at 
Lena, and Frank B. is living at home; George 
C., a bright and promising young man, died when 
twenty-two years of age; Martin Luther, a bright 
little boy of five years, after a brief illness was laid 
away by his sorrowing parents in the country 
churchyard; Ellen died when an infant of a year 
old, and David L., when a boy of eleven. Mr. 
and Mrs. Shearer early in life identified themselves 
with the English-Lutheran Church, of which Mr. 
Shearer_remained an active and prominent mem- 
ber until his death, and in which his bereaved 
companion still continues. 
_ Mr. Shearer was properly ranked among the self- 
made men of Northern Illinois, who fought sue- 
cessfully against obstacles, and who was not easily 
discouraged. He was of fine personal appearance 
as his portrait herewith presented indicates, and was 
large-hearted and liberal-minded, a kind husband 
and indulgent father, and respected most by those 
who knew him best. 
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SFP RUMAN CROSS, a farmer of Waddams 
6 Township, was born in the town of Winslow 
Dec. 7, 1839. His father, Daniel Cross, was 


a native of Hanover, Chautauqua Co., N. Y., born 
Noy. 6, 1812, being the son of Ebenezer Cross, who 
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spent his last years on a farm in that county. 
Daniel grew to manhood in his native county, 
where he remained until 1838, when he started for 
the far West. A great part of the journey was 
made on foot. He first located in Oneco ‘Town- 
ship, stopping with his sister, who is the wife of 
Lyman Hulbert. Daniel, who was at that time a 
single man, worked about by the day and month 
until Dec. 16, 1838, when he was married to Ma- 
riam Lowell, who was born in Genesee County, N. 
Y., March 29, 1819. Her father, John Lowell, was 
a native of Vermont, where he was born Feb. 7, 
1797, being married on June 21, 1818, to» Parey 
Cumwell, a native of Munson, Mass., born April 28, 
1794. Mr. and Mrs. John Lowell settled in Gen- 
esee County, N. Y., afterward removing to Chau- 
tauqua, where the husband died March 20, 1826. 
The widow was married the second time, to Bar- 
ney T. Stowell, and in 1837 came with him to 
Stephenson County, settling in Waddams Town- 
ship. She died in Cadiz, Wis. 

When Daniel Cross was first married he sub- 
rented land in Winslow Township. At that time 
‘ the nearest market was at Galena Mines, and fre- 
quently he made a trip to Chicago. He farmed 
until 1846, when he went to the mines in Wisconsin, 
remaining there five years, when he returned to 
Illinois and settled in Waddams Township, upon 
rented land, where he followed farming for many 
years. He now resides with his children, having 
reached the advanced age of seventy-five years. 
He was the father of eight children, seven of whom 
still survive. 

Truman Cross, the subject of this sketch, is the 
eldest son of Daniel Cross. From the time he first 
became large enough to do manual labor, he faith- 
fully assisted his parents in their farm work, re- 
maining at home, a faithful and industrious son, 
until his marriage, when he bought a farm in Oneco 
Township, and there lived until the year 1869. He 
then settled upon the land which he now occupies, 
being a tract of 103 acres, containing most excel- 
lent buildings and improved to a very high degree. 
He was married, May 22, 1864, to Miss Magdeline 
Jonas, a native of Erie County, N. Y., where she 


was born Feb. 11, 1842, being the daughter of | 


Thomas and Saloma Jonas. 





Mr. and Mrs. ‘Truman Cross are the parents of 
six interesting children, who in the order of their 
birth are as follows: Mary J., Emma A., George 
‘Thomas, John F., Helen 8. and Luella E. The 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Cross is one of the most in- 
teresting in Waddams Township. The father and 
mother are intelligent and kind-hearted people, 
well beloved by their neighbors and associates. By 
their own labors they have built one of the finest 
homes in Stephenson County, and it is a pleasure 
to visit the home of such a clever and accommo- 
dating citizen. 


ee oe 


=; I. F. RUNNER, Superintendent of the 
Z, Freeport Gas Works, and a gentleman of 
excellent education and good business capac- 

ity, has been a resident of this county since he was 
twelve years of age. He was born in Centre 
County, Pa., Dec. 21, 1845, and is the son of Fred- 
erick S. and Elizabeth (Furst) Runner, also natives 
of the Keystone State. The father spent his entire 
life there. He was born in-1816, and died in 1853. 
The mother was born in Clinton County in 1815. 
After the death of her first husband she remarried 
in 1857, and came West in October of the same 
year. By her union with Mr. Runner there were 
born three sons and two daughters. Our subject 
was educated in the common schools, completing 
his studies in the city of Freeport when a youth. 
During the late Rebellion Mr. Runner enlisted 
in Co. I, 142d Ill. Vol. Inf., for 100 days, serving 
in Tennessee and Missouri. On the expiration of 
his term of service, he re-enlisted in Co. K, 46th 
ll. Vet. Vol. Inf. He took part in the battle at 
Ft. Blakesly and met the rebels at Spanish Fort 
and other minor engagements. He experienced all — 
the hardships of life in the army, and at the close 
of the war was mustered out at Baton Rouge, La., 
Jan. 15, 1866. Upon his return to Freeport he 
took a course at the Commercial College, but for 
several years afterward was employed at farm 
labor. His tastes, however, did not incline to farm 

| life and its pursuits, and in 1868 he entered the 





| employ of the Freeport Gas Company, with which 
| he continued until 1874. He then withdrew on 
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account of failing health, and accepted a position 
as traveling salesman, first for the Freeport Notion 
Company, and later for a glove and mitten factory. 
His business led him into the States of Iowa, Kan- 
sas and Nebraska, and resulted in the restoration 
of his health. Upon retiring from the road Jan. 1, 
1880, he was proffered the management of the 
Freeport Gas Works, and has since held the posi- 
tion with credit to himself and satisfaction to all 
concerned, 

Our subject was united in marriage with Miss 
Maria E., daughter of Charles Oxley, Esq., June 
22,1875. Mr. Oxley in earlier years followed 
farming in Florence Township, but is now retired 
from active labor, and is a resident of Freeport. 
Mr. and Mrs. Runner became the parents of four 
children, three girls and one boy, namely: Mabel 
A., Olive G., Charles F. and Nellie E. Mrs. R. is 
a member in good standing of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in which our subject officiates 
as Steward, and is one of its most liberal support- 
ers. Socially he belongs to Moses R. Thompson 
Lodge No. 381, A. F. & A. M.,and John A. Davis 
Post No. 98, G. A. R., and is a Director in the 
Freeport Building and Loan Association. The 
mother of Mr. Runner died Oct. 11, 1886, in the 
seventy-first year of her age. 


10900 — 
ONAS C. MILLER, the subject of this sketch, 

who is one of the oldest citizens of Stephen- 

son County, was born in Wayne County, 

Ohio, July 5, 1819. He resided in Ohio 

until 1845, when he was seized with the western 
fever, and started West. Arriving in Stephenson 
County he was so enamored of the appearance of 
the country that he concluded to stop here, and 
settled in Harlem Township, where he has resided 
continuously up to the date of this sketch. He is 
the owner of 100 acres, which under the manipula- 
tion of his hand has been made to blossom like the 
rose. His harvests have been bounteous, and a 
full recompense for the labor and care bestowed. 
Mr. Miller has not been unmindful of the comfort 
of those in his care, and for his family has erected 
comfortable and commodious buildings, and for 





his animals which draw his loads and turn his soil 
he has provided ample shelter. 

On the 25th of November, 1841, in Stark County, 
Ohio, our subject was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Clause. This lady was born in Northampton 
County, Pa., Sept. 27, 1823. Mr. and Mrs. Miller 
became the parents of six children: Eli, Edwin, 
Allen, Carrie, Meda and Ira. Eli married Miss 
Eliza Sheetz, and resides in Nebraska; Edwin]died 
April 8, 1864, when eighteen years old; Allen died 
Sept. 28, 1851, when two years old; Carrie is the 
wife of W. J. Fye, and resides in Nebraska; Meda 
and Ira are unmarried, and live at home with their 
parents. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are both members 
of the German Baptist Church. Mr. Miller gives 
his adherence to the Democratic party. 


wo SRR 09 


-oa J. GORR.~ The early history of the 

| family of Gorr began in the United States 
5 in Pennsylvania prior to the Revolutionary 
A War, where they settled on coming from 
Germany. The grandfather of our subject, George 
Gorr, was born, reared, married and died in Le- 
high County. He married Miss Weaver, of Ger- 
man descent, also a native of Lehigh County, who 
died there. Both she and her husband attained 
the age of over threescore years. 

The father of our subject is Henry Gorr, still 
living in Allentown, Lehigh County, eighty-one 
years old. He was the second son of George Gorr, 
was born in Macungie, Lehigh County, was reared 
on the old Gorr homestead, and was married there 
to Miss Lydia Buck, also a native of Lehigh 
County, and of similar ancestry, having come of 
an old Pennsylvania-Dutch family. She died in 
1877 in Lehigh County, aged sixty-eight. The 
father was a Lutheran, and the mother a member 
of the German Reformed Church. They were 
worthy people, living active lives. 

Our subject was the third of nine children. His 
birth occurred on the old homestead in Lebigh 
County, Sept. 25, 1834, and he was educated in 
the common schools. He lived at home until his 


marriage in Emaus, Lehigh County, April 2, me 








to Miss Lena Christ, daughter of Samuel and Chris- 
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tiana (Fehr) Christ, natives also of Lehigh County, 
where they were farmers. They lived and died in 
the county of their nativity. The father was born 
Noy. 20, 1808, and died Feb, 27, 1865. The 
mother was born Sept. 20, 1809, and died Jan. 14, 
1887. The father of Samuel was the son of Henry 
Christ, who was born May 1, 1778, and died Feb. 
17, 1865. He was married to Maria Knauss, who 
was born April 7, 1782, and died Jan. 21, 1838. 
Henry Christ was the son of George Christ, who 
was born Feb, 12, 1753, in Lehigh County, and 
married Catharine Andress, who was born June 27, 
1775, and died March 19, 1828. George Christ 
was the son of Christian Christ, a native of Palat- 
inate, Germany, and was born there Sept. 9, 1714, 
married Miss Catharine Bergdatt, and came to 
America in 1749, making his home in Upper Mil- 
ford Township. The farm upon which he settled, 
proved to be valuable for its deposits of iron ore, 
and was sold to a company who utilized the de- 
posits years ago. ‘The place was hilly,and yet was 
put in a high state of cultivation by those hardy 
Germans. The family had always been farmers by 
occupation, and were identified with the Moravian 
religion after they left the Fatherland. 

Mrs. Gorr was born Aug. 20, 1837, in Lehigh 
County, and is the second child of the three chil- 
dren born to her parents. Maria is the wife of G. 
H. Gorr, and resides in Emaus, Lehigh County; 
George S. is a physician living in Jewell City, Kan. 
He married for his last wife, Nora Hanston. 

After Mr. and Mrs. Gorr married, they lived on 
a farm in Lehigh County. and thirteen years later 
came to Illinois, landing in Dakota Township in 
the fall of 1865, where they purchased eighty 
acres of land. This Mr. G. has improved, and 
added to it eighty acres, the whole forming a-very 
fine piece of property, upon which he has erected 
a handsome residence and an immense barn of 
modern style. His place is well stocked with good 
cattle and other domestic animals. Mr. Gorr and 
wife are the parents of thirteen children. Of these, 
Mary A. is the wife of I. G. Wise, book-keeper for 
Burgman & Dorman, of Freeport; Carrie E. is the 
wife of Harry Seiger, a carpenter, and lives at 
Afolkey, Dakota Township; Samuel H. took to 
wife Lydia Morris; he is a farmer, and lives near 





Davenport, Neb. William A. married Susan Be- 
mear; he is a carpenter, and also lives near Daven- 
port, Neb. Martha S. is the wife of Hezekiah 
Lambert, residing in Chatron. Neb.; Harry G. is 
single and lives with his sister; Emma C. is the 
wife of Daniel Klopp, and resides in this county on 
a farm; James O, and Lovene A. (twins), Ada L., 
Ella L. and Mabel L., all live at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gorr have reared their children to 
be upright and intelligent boys and girls. Their 
health has been so extraordinary that their father 
has never had to incur any medical expense on ac- 
count of sickness on their part. Mr. Gorr has held 
the minor offices of the township, and is a Repub- 
lican in polities. . 


AMES H. EUSTICE, one of the popular 

liverymen of Lena, has, since the spring of 

1882, been successfully engaged in buying 

O) and selling horses, and administering to the 

wants of the public in the line of good roadsters 

and carriage horses. His stables contain some fine 

specimens of the equine species, and he ranks 

among the reliable citizens of the town and one 

who is contributing his quota to its business inter- 
ests. 

Mr. Eustice was born in Portage Lake, Mich., 
Dee. 3, 1853, and is the son of William and Mary 
(Williams) Eustice, natives of England, who emi- 
grated to the United States in 1838, after their 
marriage. Upon reaching American shores they 
proceeded directly westward, locating first in Jo 
Daviess County, this State, of which the elder 
Eustice was one of the earliest settlers. He only 
remained there a few years, however, going thence 
into the copper mines of Michigan, where he lived 
until 1854. Thence he returned to Jo Daviess 
County and purchased land in Elizabeth Township, 
and engaged in farming until his decease, which 
occurred in June, 1857. The mother is still living 
and a resident of Lena. At the time of the father’s 
death there were seven children. The mother 
continued on the farm and kept her family together 
until they reached mature years. 

The subject of this history was but four years 
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old at the time of his father’s death andjscarcely 
remembers his face. He continued with his mother 
and when old enough commenced attending school 
and assisting in the labors of the farm. When 
twenty years of age, in 1873, he went to Michigan 
and mined two years, and then returning to the 
old homestead in Jo Daviess County, he followed 
the trade of a blacksmith until 1882. In the 
meantime he had purchased land and carried on 
farming, milling and blacksmithing successfully 
for some years. He established his present busi- 
ness at Lena in 1882, and occupies with his family 
a pleasant home on Central street, which is the re- 
sort of a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 

The wife of our subject, to whom he was mar- 
ried at her home in Elizabeth Township, Jo Daviess 
County, July 11, 1876, was formerly Miss Amelia 
Etling, a native of said township, and born in 
1856. Her parents were George and Margaret 
Etling, who became residents of Jo Daviess County 
in the pioneer days. The three children of Mr. 
and Mrs. Eustice were named respectively: J. Al- 
fred, George Walter and Bertie M. Mr. E. isa 
worthy member of the I. O. O. F., belonging to 
Lena Lodge No. 194. 


ot Se SSE om 


the many men of Pennsylvania Dutch 
stock who owe their success to having all 
the characteristics of that thrifty people. His 
grandfather, Jacob Kryder, was born in Union 
County, Pa., he being one of the first white chil- 
dren born in that county. The Indians at that 
time gave some trouble to the settlers there, and 
it was always necessary to carry the trusty rifle 
wherever they went. His father was John Kryder, 
who came across the, Atlantic prior to the Revolu- 
tionary War, in which struggle it is supposed he 
took a part. He probably came of German parent- 
age and possibly was a German by birth. He 
finally settled in Centre County, and there died at 
the age of sixty-eight. His remains are buried in 
the cemetery at Aaronsburg. 
Jacob Kryder, the grandfather, went with his | 
parents to Centre County, Pa., in his early years. | 


Wolf se om KRYDER. Here we have one of 





He owned a good farm in Centre County, which he 
lived upon until he was about seventy-eight or sev- 
enty-nine years of age, at which time he died and 
was interred in the graveyard at Aaronsburg. He 
had married, in Centre County, Miss Elizabeth 
Neidigh, who was born and reared in Union 
County, Pa. She was about sixty years old at the 
time of her decease. She was the mother of thir- 
teen children, three sons and ten daughters. John 
Kryder, the father of our subject, was the eldest 
child, and was born in Centre County, where he 
grew up on a farm in Haines Township. He mar- 
ried, in Centre County, Susanna Kenn, who was 
born and reared in the same township and county, 
and who became the mother of all her eight chil- 
dren in that county. 

Our subject is the eldest child; the only daugh- 
ter and five brothers are yet living, two having 
died in infancy. Those living are William, David, 
Jacob, Andrew J., Sarah J. and John J. All are 
married and have families. All live in Illinois ex- 
cept two younger ones now in Green County, Wis. 
The early life of our subject was speut in Centre 
County, until he was nine years old, when his 
father went to that part of the same county since 
incorporated into Clinton County, where they lived 
on « farm from 1829 until 1847. After the mar- 
riage of Mr. Kryder, of whom we write, he, his 
parents and other members of the family came to 
Illinois in May, 1847, locating on the farm where 
he now lives. The farm was really purchased by 
the father in 1846, and was then in a slight state 
of improvement. Since then they have made it a 
farm of high cultivation. The parents died here: 
the father in 1884, aged almost eighty-eight years; 
the mother in 1864, at about sixty years of age. 
The father was a Lutheran all his life, but the 
mother belonged to the German Reformed Church; 
in the last years of her life she became a Meth- 
odist, there being no German Reformed Church 
near her home. In politics the father was a Dem- 
ocrat. ‘ 

Our subject, William Kryder, was married in 
Clinton County in 1841, to Catharine A. Smull, 
daughter of Peter and Mary (Wagner) Smull, who 
came to Illinois and died here. The father was a 
plasterer and bricklayer. The mother was a mem- 
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ber of the German Reformed Church, as was the 
father in the latter days of his life. 

Mrs, Catharine A. Kryder died at her home in 
Rock Run Township, in February, 1876. She was 
the mother of five children, three of whom are de- 
ceased: Mary E. is the wife of J. B. Schank, a far- 
mer of Cadiz, Wis.; Susannah E. is the wife of 
Franklin Myers, and lives on a farm in Rock Run 
Township. The deceased children are: Lydia A., 
who died at seven years of age; John J., aged two 
years, and James H., who married Miss L. E. 
Marsh, and died when nearly twenty-four years 
old. 

Mr. Kryder was married, the second time, to 
Miss Sarah Crock,.a native of Clinton County, Pa., 
but who came West with her father, Reuben Crock, 
now of Rock Run Township, and a farmer. After 
Mr. Kryder was married the first time he lived at 
home until he came West in 1847. He now owns 
200 acres of fine land on section 5, of Rock Run 
Township. . There are three residences on the farm, 
all substantial, with good out-buildings. Mr. and 
Mrs. Kryder are members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church at Dakota. Mr. Kryder has been 
Trustee of the church continuously since it was 
built. Politically he is a sterling Democrat. A 
handsome lithographic view of Mr. Kryder’s resi- 
dence is shown on another page of this work. 


TR REE 


{ ILLIAM DAWSON, a horticulturist and 
\y gardener, extensively engaged in growing 

small fruits, resides on section 17, Lancas- 
ter Township. Mr. Dawson was one of the first to 
embark in this branch of agriculture, in which he 
has met with marked success. Among the many 
interests which the rich resources of this county 
have developed, none is more worthy of study 
and attention than that to which Mr. Dawson 
has devoted his energies. He was born Oct. 17, 
1829, in Lincolnshire, England, and is the sun of 
Thomas and Jannie (Schrimshaw) Dawson. His 
parents were natives of the same shire. Thomas 
Dawson was a farmer there and conducted his 
business with great skill. There is no country 


where gardening is carried to greater perfection ! 





than in England, and Mr. Dawson acquired much 
valuable practical experience before leaving home. 
He received an excellent public-school education 
in his native land, and always stood at the head of 
his class, which comprised a large number of good 
students. 

_ Mr. Dawson was married, July 22, 1852, to Miss 
Elizabeth Fowler, who was a former schoolmate. 
She was born in June, 1830, in Lincolnshire, and 
was brought up and educated in the same neigh- 
borhood in which Mr. Dawson’s family lived. 
Eight days after his marriage Mr. Dawson em- 
barked with his young wife ona sailing-vessel bound 
for the United States, to seek his fortune in a new 
country. The voyage across the Atlantic, during 
which they encountered some heavy gales, occupied 
thirty-seven days. After landing in New York 
they proceeded thence to Chicago. After remaining 
there a short time he came to Rockford, and thence 
to Freeport. Game was then very abundant in 
this county, and Mr. D. gave his attention to hunt- 
ing for two years. During one winter he killed 
over 1,300 quails, for which he received about 
thirty-five cents per dozen in market. He was a 
good sportsman and also killed large quantities of 
game, which he disposed of at a fair profit. He sub- 
sequently purchased property in Freeport, and 
occupied himself during the summer in gardening, 
and in the winter in butchering. In 1877, Mr. 
Dawson came to Lancaster Township and _pur- 
chased land for the purpose of growing small fruits. 
His farm now contains thirty-two acres of choice 
land, all of which is under high cultivation. He 
raises every species of small fruits and many 
varieties of each, having as many as thirty different 
kinds of raspberries in his garden, and many vari- 
eties of other species also. : 

Mr. Dawson’s son Joseph is married to Miss Emma 
Herbig, who came from Germany to America 
with her parents. Their family consisted of eight 
children, five of whom are now living. Joseph 
Dawson resides on a part of his father’s farm as- 
sisting him in business, and also carrying on an 
enterprise of his own in stock-dealing. 

Mr. Dawson was a second time married, to Mrs. 
Rosetta (Brown) Hill, in Brodhead, Wis., the 24th 
of October, 1875. Mrs. Dawson by her former 
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husband had three children, named as follows: 
Orrel, Ozro and Oscar. All are married and reside 
in Freeport. 

Mr. Dawson came to this country with no re- 
sources but his intelligence and integrity of 
character, and by energy and industry has worked 
up a successful business. He is not actively inter- 
ested in politics but votes with the Democratic 


party. 


<p hoh 
Pore 

© donne TRUNCK, manufacturer of brick at 
K Freeport, is successfully carrying on the 


works which were established by his father, 
George Trunck, in 1852. At the death of the 
latter, in 1872, the son succeeded to the business, 
which is the oldest of its kind in Stephenson 
County. 

Our subject, a native of Germany, was born 
April 1, 1843, and seven years later his parents emi- 
grated to the United States. They landed in New 
York City, and thence proceeded to Chicago, where 
they only stopped three weeks, however, and then 
took up their residence in Oregon, Ogle County, 
where they remained until 1852. George Trunck 
then came with his family to this county, and at 
once engaged in the manufacture of brick, upon 
the spot which is now occupied by the buildings 
and machinery which contribute each year a large 
quota to the industrial products of Northern ° Illi- 
nois. He was the pioneer in the business in this 
section and produced only a good quality of build- 
ing material, which served to bring him a large 
patronage at atime when tenement and business 
houses were in continual demand. The parental 
family of our subject included ten children, most 
of whom died in infancy; five boys and one girl 
still survive. The mother, who in her girlhood 
was Miss Lucina Breimch, is a resident of Freeport, 
but is in feeble health, from which she has suffered 
for years. : 

Our stibject, who was next to the eldest child, 
spent his boyhood days mostly in school, but as 
soon as old enough his services were utilized in the 
brickyard continuously until three years before 
his father’s death. He then became a partner in 





the business. The annual output is now about 
2,000,000 brick, The equipments are of the latest 
improved pattern, including the Martin machine, 
which molds .20,000 brick in five hours and is 
operated by horse-power. This does twice the 
work of an ordinary machine. The kiln is operated 
three days and three nights in each week, and the 
color of the brick is uniformly a beautiful cherry 
red. The works are located in the northwestern part 
of the city, near the limits, and give employment 
to from fifteen to twenty men. 

Mr. Trunck was united in marriage with Miss 
Ann Marks, on the 8th of June, 1868. Mrs. T. 
was born in Jo Daviess County, on the Ist of April, 
1850, and is the daughter of John and Catherine 
(Miller) Marks. Of her marriage with our subject 
there have been born five children—John, Matilda, 
Nellie, Rosa and Arthur. Mr. and Mrs. T. occupy 
a neat residence near the works, which is tastefully 
finished and furnished, and with its surroundings 
forms in all respects a model home. A fine litho- 
graphic view of Mr. Trunck’s residence and brick- 
yards is shown elsewhere. 


AAD eee ORE YE OMI 


of land in Kent Township. Stephenson 

County, may be considered fortunate, and 
in that sense we must refer to the subject of this 
sketch, who owns 550 acres on section 24, the 
quality of which is very superior. Hé is the son of 
David Erwin (see sketch of J. Albright and D. F. 
Thompson), and was born in Stark County, Ohio, 
Feb. 10, 1839. He accompanied his parents to 


| EVI ERWIN. The man who owns 500 acres 


Stephenson County, and lived with them at home | 


until he was about twenty-two years of age, when 
he married. In his boyhood he attended the com- 
mon schools, and on account of his quick percep- 
tions and constant application to study received 
an education which has stood him in good stead in 
after life. He has resided in Kent Township con- 
tinuously since 1848. Besides being constantly 
occupied in farming he has also engaged in con- 
tracting for the past eight or ten years, and in both 
occupations has been successful. In 1875 he pur- 
chased a farm, on which he settled and to which he 
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has added, from time to time, until his place 
aggregates 550 acres. He has taken considerable 
pride in erecting upon his farm suitable and neces- 
sary buildings. Having ample facilities for the 
business he has engaged largely in raising stock, 
and has introduced many improvements in cattle 
and other domestic animals. 

On the 16th of June, 1861, Mr. Erwin was mar- 
ried to Miss Rebecca A. Unangst, daughter of 
Phillip and Leah Unangst, who were natives of 
Pennsylvania, and came to Stephenson County 
about 1857, and settled in Kent Township, where 
the father died July 8, 1871. The mother still 
survives. They had nine children, of whom Mrs. 
Erwin is the eldest. She was bornin Northampton 
County, Pa., Oct. 6, 1836. 

Mr. and Mrs. Erwin are the parents of three 
children—Addie, Franklin R. and Mabel. Addie 
is the wife of George W. Miller, and resides in Kent 
Township; she has two children—Emma O. and 
Amos L. Mabel died when three months old. 
Mr. Erwin has held some of the responsible offices 
in Kent Township. He believes in the doctrines 
of the Republican party, and gives his vote to the 
candidates of that party. Mrs. Erwin is a member 
of the Lutheran Church. 


Pe eS eee 


q ILLIAM RUTH. The history of the Ruth 
\vel! family begins almost simultaneously with 
W the history of Pennsylvania. They came 
with the old High Dutch families at about the 
same time the Penn colonies first settled on 
American shores. 
Berks County, Pa., the father of the subject of 
this sketch being a prominent farmer in Conway 
Township, where he was born May 24,1789. He 
was named George after his father, and was the 
eldest child. He was a farmer, and was married 
in his native county, March 4, 1810, to Miss Han 
nah Rose, who was born in Reading, Berks Co., 
Pa., Aug. 6,1791. Her father was a jeweler, and 
his fine mechanical skill made him famous in local 
circles. 

After George Ruth and his wife were married 
they lived in Berks County, Pa., for about twenty- 


They lived for many years in 





one years, when they went to Northumberland 
County, where the father kept a public tavern for 
eight years. During that time the subject of this 
sketch was born, Aug. 29, 1829. He was the 
youngest son and the younger but two of a family 
of eleven children, four sons and seven daughters, 
ten of whom lived to be grown and married. At 
present only the subject of this sketch and two 
sisters are living. In 1836 the parents came with 
the children to their new home in Illinois, where 
they settled on the 12th of June in what is now 
Lake County, but at that time was a portion of 
Cook and McHenry Counties. The settlement was 
made four miles from any post-office, at what was 
then and is now Half Day. For many years Mr, 
Ruth, the subject of this sketch, was well ac- 
quainted with the business men of Chicago, having 
frequently come in contact with them, and he 
could name almost all the merchants until after the 
fire of 1871. The father and mother of our subject 
both died where they settled on coming to this 
State, the former Nov. 4, 1850, and the latter in 
August, 1870. They were among the first settlers, 
and secured wild, unoccupied Government land. 

William Ruth grew to manhood in the county 
of Lake, living at home until he was married, 
which event occurred Oct. 27, 1853. His bride 
was Miss Sarah J. Morse, who was born near Lock- 
port, Niagara Co., N. Y., May 31, 1835, and was 
the daughter of James and Maria (Kneedler) 
Morse. Mr. M. died in Jefferson, Wis., about 
1876; his wife departed this life in Lake County, 
Ill, when her daughter, Mrs. Ruth, was about 
eleven years of age. The latter was reared by her 
father, who came to Lake County, Ill., in 1844. 
She is the mother of ten children, one deceased 
and the remainder living, as follows: Reuben E. is 
married and lives in Wabasha, Minn.; Irwin S. is 
married and resides in Westmoreland, Oneida Co., 
N. Y.; Mary E. is now Mrs. Brubaker, of Free- 
port; Aden L. is married, and is farming in Lyons 
County, Iowa; Daniel S., Valera A., William B., 
Edward M. and Wallace P. remain at home. The 
deceased child was named Katie M. C. 

After his marriage Mr. Ruth was for many years 
a farmer in Lake County, but sold his farm and 
came to Lancaster Township, Stephenson County, 
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in the fall of 1873. In 1880 he moved to his pres- 
ent farm of 100 acres. which is wéll improved and 
located on section 8. Mr. and Mrs. Ruth are 
members of the Reformed Church, and Mr. R. has 
served as Township Collector and in other local 
offices. In politics he is a Prohibitionist. 
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KA, ORGAN J. VAN MATRE. As the sad 
fact is often called to mind that scores of 
the old settlers are fast passing away, it is 
but natural that those who have watched 

their careers with such interest should look upon 
the future with something of anxiety, as to the 
men who are arising to take their places. Whether 
these places shall be worthily filed is a problem 
which the future will develop. The pioneers, how- 
ever, almost without exception, trained their off- 
spring to habits of industry and economy so that 
when their mantle should be cast aside it might 
still rest upon worthy shoulders. These thoughts 
invariably obtrude when noticing the first efforts 
of a young man as he takes possession of his father’s 
homestead with the design of making it his perman- 
ent abiding-place. The subject of this history is 
one of the young men of Oneco Township who not 
long ago took possession of the farm built up by 
his father from the wilderness, during the early 
settlement of this locality, and the main points of 
his career during the brief thirty years of his exis- 
tence are substantially as follows: 

Mr. Van Matre was born in the house which he 
now occupies on section 30, in Oneco Township, 
Feb. 23, 1856. He is the son of Morgan and 
Luanna Van Matre, and the brother of William J., 
whose sketch will be found elsewhere in this work. 
His youth and boyhood were spent in the care-free 
manner incident to life in the country, roaming the 
woods and fields in leisure hours and at other times 
making himself useful to his parents and improving 
the seasons of study in the district school. He was 
bright and ambitious, and in early life developed as 
a teacher, which occupation he followed for a time 
and then decided to settle down to farming pur- 
suits. In 1883 he purchased the homestead, which 





included 100 acres of land, mostly under cultiva- 
tion and provided with suitable farm buildings. 
The stock and machinery were mostly included in 
the purchase and he was consequently equippéd 
with little trouble and light expense for the duties 
which lay before him. About this time, March 22, 
1881, when twenty-five years of age, he was united 
in marriage with Miss Rebecca Rahorn, a sketch of 
whose uncle, Conrad Rahorn, is published else- 
where in this work. Mrs. Van Matre is a native of 
Stephenson County, and was born March 12, 1857. 
During the period of six years which has elapsed 
the young people have become fully established in 
their home and have surrounded themselves with 
all the comforts of modern life, while they enjoy 
the respect of a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ance. Mrs. Van Matre belongs to the Evangelical 
Church, and our subject is considered one of the 
important factors in a community made up of in- 
telligence and enterprise. His farming operations 
have been conducted with success and he ranks 
among the peaceful and law-abiding citizens of his 
township. He keeps abreast of the various ques- 
tions of the day and uniformly casts his vote with 
the Democratic party. 
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7. ENRY ROSENSTIEL is a successful farmer 
) living on section 12, in Erin Township. 
His parents were Jacob and Dorothy Ro- 
D senstiel, who were born in Germany. In 
1842 they emigrated to America with their family 
and settled in Stephenson County, where they died. 
They had six children: John, Mary, Charles H., 
Chris, Henry and Frederick. ‘These are all living 
except Frederick and Mary, Frederick dying in 
Erin Township, July 22, 1887, and Mary, who 
was the first wife of Frederick Gossman, dying in 
Erin Township. 

Our subject was born in Saxony, Germany, Aug. 
22, 1827, and was fifteen years old when he came 
with his parents to America. He was reared on a 
farm, and his education was obtained in the schools 
of the old country. Mr. Rosenstiel is a self-made 
man. By means of his own perseverance, energy and 
frugalty, he takes rank with the first men of Ste- 
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phenson County. He has always been engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, and has been a continuous 
resident of Erin Township with the exception of 
one year, when he lived in Waddams Township. 
He owns 160 acres of valuable land, on which he 
has made many improvements, diligently tilling 
it and bringing it to a high state of cultivation. 
The Rosenstiel family are widely and favorably 
known throughout Stephenson County. 

Henry Rosenstiel was married in 1848, in Erin 

. Township, to Miss Jane Pickard, daughter of S. W. 
and Effie (Skiel) Pickard, the latter of whom was 
born in New York State. Mr. and Mrs. Rosenstiel 
are the parents of seven children, who are: Lorenzo, 
Loran, Lewis, Harlow, Herman, Josephine and 
Charles. Loran died when a young man; Lewis is 
in Kansas; Harlow resides in Harlem Township; 
Herman is in Iowa; Josephine resides at home, as 
also does Charles. Mr. Rosenstiel has been a 
School Director of the township. He is a man who 
has attended strictly to his own business, and has 
not sought office. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rosenstiel are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal.Church, and have been so for 
a great number of years. Mr. R. is a strong tem- 
perance man, and an earnest advocate of the Pro- 
hibition cause. Charles H. Rosenstiel, of Silver 
Creek Township, and John Rosenstiel, of Ridott, 
are his brothers. 











TP) ICHARD DIETMIER, a prosperous Ger- 
| man farmer of Oneco Township, spent his 
TY certo years in the Grand Duchy of Baden, 

>))Germany, where his birth took place Feb. 
7, 1830. His father, Barnett Dietmier, was of 
stanch German ancestry and a weaver by trade, at 
which he was occupied nearly his entire life and 
died in the Fatherland at the age of seventy 
years. 

Our subject worked with his father at weaving 
and thereafter on a farm fora time, after which he 
was employed in a button factory, and when this 
engagement had expired, was occupicd in an estab- 
lishment for making gum shoes. He emigrated 
to America in 1848, and after landing in New 








York City proceeded directly westward to Green 
County, Wis. There he was employed on a farm 
by the month for several seasons and finally mi- 
grated South into this State, first locating in Buena 
Vista, Buckeye Township. Eighteen months later 
he rented a farm and engaged in agriculture four 
years. He had managed by close economy to save 
a little sum of money, and in 1866 purchased forty 
acres in Oneco Township, in the cultivation of 
which he prospered and in time was enabled to ex- 
tend his possessions, finally becoming the owner of 
over 200 acres, a part of which lay in Winslow 
Township. Upon the latter was a small frame 
house which has since been abandoned and a large 
fine residence built in its place, with a good barn 
and other necessary out-buildings. The stock is of 
excellent description and the farm implements in- 
clude the improved machinery of the present day. 

The lady who has been the close friend and com- 
panion of our subject for over thirty years was 
formerly Miss Theresa Wasler, who became his 
wife on the 8th of May, 1852. Mrs. Dietmier is a 
native of the same country as her husband and was 
born Dee. 24, 1830. She was reared in her native 
Province and came to this country with her parents 
when a young lady. This union resulted in the 
birth of eight children: Bernhard R. is married 
and resides in Iowa; Mary A., Mrs. Heise, lives 
with her husband on a farm in Oneco Township; 
Louisa is the wife of Mr. Leverton, of Oneco Town- 
ship; Amelia is at home with her parents; Charles 
F. is married and lives in Minnesota; Franklin J., 
Joseph W. and Jacob Peter, make their home with 
their father. The wife and mother departed this 
life in 1875, at her home in Oneco Township. 

The present wife of our subject, formerly Miss 
Margaret Jonas, was born near Buffalo. N. Y., 
July 20, 1838, and is the daughter of Thomas 
Jonas, a native of Germany, who came to America 
with his family about 1833. The mother is now 
living and is seventy years of age. The father 
died in Waddams Township, after he had passed 
his fourscore years. Of this marriage there were 
born two children, of whom the eldest died in in- 
fancy. Louis V. is now a promising lad of nine 
years. 

Mr. Dietmier meddles little with politics, but 
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upon occasions of important elections “casts his 
vote with the Prohibition party. His attention has 
been principally confined to his farming pursuits, 
and the result is plainly visible in his well-ordered 
homestead and the comforts with which himself 
and his family are surrounded. Both he and his 
estimable wife are members in good standing of 
the United Brethren Church. 

The parents of Mr. Dietmier spent their entire 
lives in their native Province, where they folded 
their hands for their final rest, the father when sev- 
enty-five years of age and the mother at eighty. 


DWARD GASSMANN, a rising young far- 
E mer of Erin Township, spent his boyhood 
. and youth at his present homestead, which 
was built by his honored father, and where our 
subject first drew breath Feb. 1, 1857. He was 
made acquainted with the various employments of 
the farm early in life, attended the district schools, 
and kept his eyes open to what was going on 
around him in the world, thereby obtaining a prac- 
tical knowledge of men and things. In these laud- 
able efforts to acquit himself as a man he was 
amply assisted by his parents, Frederick and Wil- 
helmina (Henke) Gassmann, who were of German 
birth and parentage, and crossing the ocean early 
in life, became residents of Stephenson County 
many years ago. Frederick Gassmann_ possessed 
all the substantial traits of his industrious German 
ancestry, and after building up a good homestead 
in this county, departed this life on the 10th of 
July, 1886. His first wife was Miss Mary Rosen- 
stiel, by whom he became the father of three chil- 
dren—Charles, Hermina and Louisa. The young- 
est daughter, Hermina, is the wife of Rev. William 
Beseman, and resides in North Grove, Ogle County; 
Louisa married Edward Brickner and died in Wad- 
dams Township, this county, in May, 1886; Charles 
is farming in Erin Township. The mother of 
these children died while still a young woman, and 
Frederick Gassmann was married to the mother of 
our subject, formerly Miss Wilhelmina Henke, in 
August, 1847. Of their seven children the record 
is as follows: Henry is married and a resident of 
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Harlem Township; William went to California in 


1872, and continues on the Pacific Slope; Matilda _ 


became the wife of Augustus Kloss; Paulina is the 
wife of Frederick Rach, a prosperous farmer of 
Erin Township; Edward is farming on the old 
homestead; Anna married Charles Lesseman, who 
is farming in Kent Township, and Amelia is the 
wife of Eugene Smith, a resident of Lena. 

Edward Gassmann had the management of the 


homestead some time previous to the death of his. 


father, and after this event purchased the interest 
of the other heirs, about 1883. Since that time he 
has carried forward the improvements instituted 
by his honored parent, and bids fair to keep up the 
reputation of the estate. His marriage swith Miss 
Paulina Polker took place at the home of the bride 
in Erin Township, Dec, 24, 1880. Mrs. G. is the 
daughter of Simon and Wilhelmina (Klaas) Polker, 
who are now residents of Jo Daviess County. She 
was born June 19, 1862, was carefully trained at 
home by her excellent parents, and received the 
advantages of the district school. Of her marriage 
with our subject there have been born three chil- 
dren—Albert S. F., Dalma W. and Samuel C. Qur 
subject uniformly votes the Republican ticket, and 
with his estimable wife is a member in good stand- 
ing of the Evangelical Church. 
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AMUEL F. TAYLOR, of the firm of Tay- 
lor & Keese, is with his partner success- 
fully conducting a livery, feed and sale 
stable at Freeport. among the business in- 

terests of which he has become no unimportant fac- 
tor. He is a New Englander by birth, his native 
place being Effingham, N. H., where he began life 
on the 5th of June, 1821. 

-The Taylor family is of Scotch descent. The 
father of our subject, Henry D., and his mother, 
formerly Miss Abigail Lord, were natives of the 
Old Granite State. The former served as a soldier 
in the War of 1812, and after its close received a 
pension from the Government. He was a farmer 
by occupation, and after his marriage settled on a 
farm in New Hampshire. ‘This he left for a time 
to assume military duties, but subsequently re- 
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turned, and there with his family spent the remain- 
der of his days. The parental family included 
seven children, five sons and two daughters, five of 
whom are still living. 

Samuel F., our subject, was the next youngest 
child and spent his boyhood on his father’s farm, 
studying both at the district school and under 
the instruction of a private tutor. He remained 
with his parents until his marriage, which occurred 
when he was twenty-five years old. Soon after- 
ward he became interested in the livery business 
in Lawrence, Mass., following it successfully for two 
years. Thence he went to Haverhill, where he 
engaged in the bakery business, which he also sub- 
sequently conducted at Amesbury, until deciding 
to migrate westward. 

Mr. Taylor came to Illinois in the spring of 1852, 
and first established an eating-house at Huntley 
Station, which was then the western terminus of 
the Northwestern Railroad. He followed the em- 
ployes as they completed the road from point to 
point until reaching Rockford. Afterward he lo- 
cated near Savanna, on the Mississippi, and con- 
ducted a hack line from that place to Freeport, 
being also_mail-carrier a portion of the time. He 
became a resident of Freeport in 1855. He 
then engaged in the livery business, first ina frame 
building which was destroyed by fire in 1861. Soon 
afterward he began the erection of the present 
commodious brick structure, which covers an area 
of 60x120 feet, and is two stories in héight. His 
business has steadily increased, and he now keeps 
from fifteen to twenty-five good horses, witha 
creditable assortment of hacks and other vehicles, 
The stalls are large, airy and comfortable, and the 
animals especially well cared for. Mr, Taylor in 
1886 took in his present partner, Mr. W. B. Keese, 
and their united efforts are making one of the best 
establishments of the kind in Northern Illinois. 

Mr. Taylor was married in the twenty-fifth year 
of his age to Miss Francena Prescott, a native also 
of New Hampshire, born near the home of her hus- 
band. ‘This union resulted in the birth of two 
daughters: Nellie F., now the wife of L. J. Phelps, of 
Polo, Ill.. and Julia M., who became the wife of 
S. O. Clayton, and died at Chicago Nov. 25, 1886. 
Mr. Taylor, with his family, is a regular attendant 
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of the First Presbyterian Church at Freeport, and 
socially our subject belongs to Excelsior Lodge 
No. 77, A. F. & A. M. 
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[\, ANIEL WEBER. Many of the most thrifty 

) agriculturists of this county are men who 

came from their native land across the sea 

poor, and without any other advantages 

in the world than a strong arm and a steady pur- 
pose to work until they had accumulated sufficient 
to secure for themselves a comfortable home. 
Prominent among this number is Mr. Weber, whose 
life history we will briefly review. He came to 
this county as early as 1855, about the time the 
fertile prairies were being opened up for settlement, 
and was among the first to turn the sod in Ridott 
Township, where he now has a comfortable home 
located on section 2, and a well-improved farm of 
sixty acres, besides owning forty acres on section 
27 of the same township. Aside from this he has 
a small tract of fifteen acres of timber land, from 
which he secures necessary fuel and such timber 
as is needed on the farm. Mr. Weber has proved 
himself to be a first-class farmer, and by diligence 
and economy has been enabled to erect good and 
substantial farm buildings on bis place, as well as 
to stock it with an excellent grade of farm animals. 

Mr. Weber is a native of Germany where, in the 
Province of the Rhine, he was born Oct. 15, 1834. 
His father, Jacob, was a German farmer, who lived 
and died in the same Province. He married a 
German lady, Miss Louisa Stock, who also passed 
her entire life in said Province, her death occur- 
ring in 1874, at the venerable age of seventy-eight 
years. She had been a widow for seventeen years, 
her husband dying at the age of fifty-two. 

Daniel was the second of a family of four boys, 
and was reared at home, where he lived until he 
came to the United States in 1855. He immedi- 
ately came westward and located in Ridott Town- 
ship, which has since been his home. He, however, 
did not purchase his present farm until 1878. 
After coming into this community he worked dili- 
gently and faithfully at whatever he could find to 
do that was honorable, and on the 28th of Febru- 
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of Miss Martha A. Brown. ‘This lady was born in 
Ridott Township Oct. 9, 1840. Her father, who 
was one of the earliest settlers in this section of the 
county, passed away here, and was laid to rest be- 
neath the sod of his new home. Mrs. Weber was 
reared and educated here, which has in fact been 
the scene of her entire life. She is now the 
mother of two children: Alfred, who married Miss 
Nettie Follett, of Boone County, and Owen H., a 
promising young man who is assisting his father 
in the management of the homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weber and family are highly re- 
spected members of the community and religiously 
are connected with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. Politically the elder Weber is a Demo- 
crat, while his sons are Republicans. A handsome 
lithographic view of Mr. Weber’s residence is shown 
on another page. 
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AMUEL F. YEAGER. A large portion of 
Stephenson County owes its settlement and 
development to a class of citizens who 
came of substantial Pennsylvania stock, 
many of them born in that State and who emi- 
grated westward upon reaching manhood and _ be- 
coming ready to establish permanent homes of 
their own. Among these was the subject of our 
sketch, who came to this locality in March, 1855, 
and has now been a resident here over thirty 
years. He was born in Clinton County., Pa., 
Feb. 22, 1826, and his parents celebrated the birth 
of their son and that of George Washington, who 

was born on the same day of the month. 

Our subject was reared on the homestead of his 
father in Clinton County, where he spent his boy- 
hood and youth and acquired a common-school 
education. He was also married in his native 
county, and when starting out on his pilgrimage to 
the Prairie State, was accompanied by his wife and 
three children. They made the journey. by rail 
and located first in Ridott Township, in the south- 
eastern part of the county. Here Mr. Yeager 
rented a tract of land, upon which he continued 
five years, thence went to Silver Creek Township, 
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ary, 1861, took unto himself a wife in the person | engaging there also in the cultivation of rented 


land, the property of Charles H. Rosenstiel, for a 
period of nine years. By the practice of frugality 
and industry he laid by a snug sum of money, 
and now purchased 200 acres of land on section’ 
34, in Loran Township, which is included in his 
present homestead. Upon this he has_ effected 
great improvements, having brought the entire 
acreage to a good state of cultivation and erected 
all necessary and convenient farm buildings. He 
has also availed himself of the latest improved 
machinery, and keeps a variety of live-stock, in- 
cluding horses, cattle and swine. Everything about 
the place indicates the supervision of the thorough 
and industrious farmer, who takes pride in the po- 
sition which he has honestly attained in the agri- 
cultural community. 

The wife of our subject, to whom he was mar- 
ried in Clinton County, Pa., Feb. 3, 1846, was for- 
merly Miss Lydia, daughter of Benjamin and Mary 
(Poorman) Beck. She was born in Centre County, 
Pa., Nov. 30, 1830, and received her education in 
the district schools of that locality, while at the 
same time she was carefully trained by: her excel- 
lent mother in all housewifely duties. She re- 
mained under the parental roof until her marriage. 
By her union with our subject there have been 
born nine children, of whom the record is as fol- 
lows: John Andrew, born Dee. 15, 1847, married 
Miss Mary Fox, of Nora, this county, and is a resi- 
dent of Aurelia, Iowa; Mary M., born May 22, 
1849, is the wife of William Connor, and lives at 
home; William A., born June 6, 1859, married 
Miss Ida Bexeler, and is engaged in farming in 
Carroll County, Lll.; Joseph I., born May 10, 1855, 
and died Jan. 20, 1856; Sarah Ellen, born Sept. 
16, 1856, married John Moist and resides in Lan- 
ark, Ill.; Benjamin F., born Sept. 27, 1858, mar- 
ried Miss Jane Holmes and is farming in Carroll 
County; Cora J., born April 7, 1853, and. died 
May 6, 1885; Clarence R., born Jan 5, 1868, is at 
home with his parents; Clara M., born Jan. 31, 
1870. 

Mr. Yeager has held the offices of Constable and 
Commissioner of Highways, and has always taken 
a genuine interest in the moral and educational 
welfare of his community. Politically, he votes 
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the Democratic ticket. He is a fine illustration of 
the self-made man, and his industry and enterprise 
have met the reward which they fully deserve. His 
farm operations have been eonducted in a method- 
ical and praiseworthy manner. He has been prompt 
to meet his obligations, and his whole course 
through life has been that of an upright citizen and 
a useful member of the community. He has done 
a father’s full duty toward his children, who have 
been carefully trained and well educated. The 
estimable lady who has now been his companion 
for nearly forty years, has managed her household 
affairs with economy and good judgment, and en- 
joys the respect and friendship of her neighbors in 
a marked degree. For twelve years she has been 
a member of the Evangelical Church. 

_ Mr. and Mrs. Yeager rejoice in the possession of 
eleven grandchildren. Their son Andrew has three 
sons—Robert, Arlington and Oscar; William has 
two daughters and a son—Lyda, Samuel A. and 
Corie; Mary M. is the mother of three daughters 
—Fairy M., Lottie T. and Mintie V.; Ellen is the 
mother of three children—Harry S., Maude V. 
and Lorance; Benjamin F. has one child, a daugh- 
ter, Hazel. 
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AMUEL McGRATH is an old settler of 

Jo Daviess County. He has the indomit- 

able will that is not vanquished by ordi- 

nary obstacles, but carries him unswerv- 
ingly forward to his goal. He lives on section 28, 
Harlem Township, and is engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. 

Mr. McGrath’s parents were Samuel and Jane 
(Denning) McGrath, both natives of Ireland. They 
came to America when quite young, the father be- 
ing about fourteen years old. When he married, 
he and his wife settled in Pennsylvania, but emi- 
grated to Jo Daviess County, Ill., in the spring of 
1836, where they lived until their death. He was 
a preacher who stopped not because of weather or 
distance. It is related of him that he would walk 
forty miles to fill an appointment. One Sunday 
morning he walked from his home to Savanna 
twelve miles, and preached in the morning, then 
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walked to Mt. Carroll eight miles and preached in 
the afternoon, then to Cherry Grove six miles, and 
preached at night, then walked home, a distance of 
sixteen miles that night. Mr. Samuel McGrath, Sr., 
was ninety-four years old at the time of his death 
which occurred in 1878. The elder McGrath had 
a family of eleven children, eight’ boys and three 
girls. 5 dee 
The subject of this sketch was the sixth child 
and was born in Beaver County, Pa. Aug. 31, 
1823. He was raised on a farm and his entire 
schooling was obtained before he was twelve years 
old. Only the first two of the three R’s, “readin’, 
*ritin’ and ’rithmetic,’’ were afforded to him and 
these very imperfectly. After coming to Illinois he 
studied arithmetic at Galena. When he was only 
a boy he came with his parents to Illinois and lived 
at home until he became of age. Mr. McGrath 
when a lad of thirteen had an experience with a 
band. of Indians which vividly impressed itself 
upon his memory. ‘Trouble was brewing between 
the whites of the neighborhood and the Indians, 
and Samuel was out looking for the cows when a 
band of Indians, thirty-two in number, decorated 
as for war, spied him in the distance. A volley of 
shots was fired at him, several of the bullets pass- 
ing through his clothes, but fortunately he was un- 
hurt. He secreted himself in the forks of a fallen 
white oak, and when the redskins were searching ~ 
for him they stepped time and again upon the tree 
which furnished him shelter. He was engaged in 
farming in Jo Daviess County until the spring of 
1869, when he came to. Stephenson County and 
settled in Harlem Township, where he has since re- 
sided. He has acquired 160 acres of good land 
there, improved with comfortable buildings. Mr. 
McGrath was married in Jo Daviess County, Oct. 
9, 1851, to Miss Jane Atchison, daughter of 
Mathew and Mary (Dollin) Atchison, of Scotch 
and Irish ancestry. The wife’s parents first settled 
in Mercer County, Pa., where the father died. The 
mother afterward married Thomas Gault, and 
came to Jo Daviess County, where she died. Mrs. 
McGrath was the eighth child of a family of nine 
children, and was born in Mercer County, Pa., 
Feb. 10, 1833. : 

Mr. and Mrs. McGrath have had six children, as - 
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follows: William A.; Orrin D., Luella A., Rollin 
A., Cora E. and George H. William married 


Miss Mary R. Furst, and resides in Harlem Town- 


ship; Orrin died June 23, 1883, when twenty-nine 
years old; Luella is the wife of Walter Agney, 
and resides in Harlem Township. Mr. McGrath, 
despite his humble. origin, is held in high estimation 
by his neighbors and has been awarded some of the 
minor offices of the township. In politics, Mr. Mc- 
Grath is a Prohibitionist, and he and his wife are 
devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church 
? s, 
i Pans 75 oes URL 
AMUEL R. POLLOCK, who is a native of 
Stephenson County, and was born June 9, 
1852, is one of the live men of the county. 
His business experiences have been varied, 
he having been a farmer,-school teacher, stock- 
raiser, and dealer in farm implements, in each of 
which callings he has been successful. He is the 
son of Thomas Pollock. His paternal grandfather 
was a native of Scotland, and was born and 
reared near Glasgow, where there yet remains a 
remnant of the old family. He wasa Scotch farmer 
and came to this country at an early day, and: be- 
came a pioneer in the settlement of Ohio. A son 
of his, the uncle of the subject of this sketch, lives 
on the old homestead, where the grandfather first 
settled. The grandmother was also from Scotland. 
The father of Mr. Pollock was born in Pike 
County, Ohio, twelve miles from Portsmouth, in 
1815, where he grew to manhood with his parents, 
and assisted in clearing the farm. He remained at 
home until he married, and in 1840 came West 
and located in Stephenson County, where he bought 
lend, and then returned to Ohio, and again, in 1842, 
catie back with his family. ‘There was a log cabin 
on the claim he had bought, which served as_ his 
first home in this county. He soon after bought a 
large tract of land composed of prairie, timber and 
brush land. He was married first in 1838 to Mrs. 
Jemima Ann Lucas, daughter of Mr. Wilson, of 
Pike County, Ohio, who was born in 1815. The 
issue of this marriage was three children. In 1860 
‘or 1861 he was married again, to Miss Elizabeth 





Van Matre, daughter of Morgan Van Matre. By 
the second marriage there were seven children. Mr. 
P. was a shrewd man in business affairs, and had 
the reputation of making profitable investments, 
and trades in real-estate. He held several local 
offices, which he filled to the satisfaction of the 
people. ; 

Samuel R. Poilock remained with his parents un- 
til he was twenty-four years of age, when he mar- 
ried, and lived on the homestead: four years, and 
then moved to Muscatine County, Iowa. He re- 
mained there four and one-half years, and then re- 
turned to Oneco Townshp, where he has resided 
ever since. During the winter of 1884-85, he 
taught school. In 1885 he began dealing in live 
stock, and engaged in the sale of farm implements 
during the spring of 1887, being the junior partner 
of the firm of Chadwick & Pollock. 

In.1875 Mr. Pollock was married to Miss Agnes 
Noble, daughter of Cary Noble, who was a son of 
Benjamin Noble, the latter a son of William Noble, 
who came from Europe. . Her father emigrated 
from Maryland to Clinton County, Obio, and sub- 
sequently to this county. In the fall of 1838 he 
returned East, traveling the distance to Cincinnati 
on horseback. In the fall of 1839 he organized a 


colony of sixty-five people, and returned with them 


to Stephenson County, thirty-five of them landing 
at T. J. Van Matre’shouse. Mrs. Pollock was born 
in 1857 in Rock Grove, this county. Her people 
came from Pennsylvania, but her grandfather on 
her mother’s side was of German descent, and on 
the father’s side of Irish descent. They had 
four children: Lottie E., born in 1877; Benjamin 
E., in 1879; Nettie E., in 1884; Samuel Van Saun, in 
1886. The father of Mr. P. is seventy-two years 
old, and has never lost a child or a grandchild by 
death. 

Samuel R. Pollock started to school at Madison 
when eighteen years old, and left there when in the 
Freshman class; afterward he taught in the winter 
for eight years to earn the money with which to im- 
prove himself, as his natural ambition led him that 
way. He taught every winter from 1871 to 1878, 
his last teaching being in 1884-85. He belongs to 
the Masonic fraternity, being a member of Lodge 
No. 687, and was a member of the Chapter in West 
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Liberty, Iowa, during his four and one-half years’ 
residence in Muscatine Co. Prior to that time, in 
1879, he was elected Master of Orangeville Lodge 
No. 687, and during his residence in Muscatine 
County was Master of a lodge for two years, and 
represented that body at the Grand Lodge held at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, in 1884. The lodge of which 
he was a representative is one of the oldest in the 
West, known as Ionic Lodge No. 122, of the juris- 
diction of Iowa. 

Mr. Pollock is an even-tempered citizen. He is 
continually on good terms with himself, and, there- 
fore, on good terms with everyone else. He is 
popular with everybody, and the inherent propen- 
sity of the Scotch people to make money crops 
out in him toa large degree. While he is a money- 
maker, and a money -getter, it is not for the purpose 
of keeping it for purely selfish purposes. He is 
public-spirited in the largest sense of the word, and 
while not extravagent or prodigal with his money, 
contributes freely and cheerfully to all public en- 
terprises. He is a friend to the poor and the 
needy, and the benevolence and charities of Ma- 
sonry are fully exemplified by his charitable acts. 
In all ages the world has been made better by the 
birth and life of such men. i 


SPD OEE Ke Si 


surgeon at Freeport, a portrait of whom 

is presented on the opposite page, occupies 
a good position in the profession in Northern Illi- 
nois, being a gentleman who has studied closely, 
followed a thorough course of reading, and been 
graduated from several of the best colleges in the 
East and Northwest. He came to this country in 
1863, and has built up a large and lucrative prac- 
tice. His excellent personal qualities have consti- 
tuted him one of the most valued members of the 
community, and his business ability is commensur- 
ate with the other elements of a well-balanced 
make-up. 

Dr. Dietrich, a native of Hesse-Cassel, Germany, 
was born Oct. 20, 1837. His early education was 
acquired in the schools of his native Province, and 
when nineteen years of age he entered upon the 
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study of medicine under the instruction of his 
uncle, Dr. Grumme, an eminent physician and 
surgeon of Gottingen. When nineteen years of 
age he bade adieu to his early friends and old as- 
sociations, and set his face toward the New World, 
embarking on a sailing-vessel from Bremen. After 
his arrival in New York City, where he only re- 
mained a short time, he proceeded to Buffalo, and 
during the following eighteen months read medi- 
cine, in the meantime making his home with his 
cousin. When ready to enter upon his first course 
of lectures he went to Chicago and attended Rush 
Medical College. After a second course he came 
to Eleroy, in this county, and commenced the 
practice of his profession in the spring of 1863. 
Two years later he returned to Rush Medical Col- 
lege, where he was graduated, and in 1867 went to 
Boston, Mass., and took a course in the Gynecologi- 
cal Institute, and three years later took a course in 
the University of New York, from which he was 
graduated in 1873. In order to still further per- 
fect his knowledge in his chosen calling he finished 
with a term at Hahnemann College, Chicago, from 


‘which he also receiyed a diploma. 


Dr. Deitrich took up his residence in Freeport 


‘in the spring of 1867, and commenced the practice 


which has now assumed such fine proportions. He 
was united in marriage with Miss Flora E. Brok- 
hausen Noy. 12,1881, Mrs. D. is a native of this 
State, and her wedding took place at the home of 
her father in Silver Creek Township. One child 
blessed this union—Vera, They occupy a pleasant 
home on Stephenson street, and number their 
friends by the score in this county. Dr. Deitrich, 
socially, is a member of the Masonic fraternity, the 
I. 0. O. F., the A. O. U. W., and M. W. of A. 
He was appointed Secretary of the United States . 
Board of Pension Examiners, in 1884, which posi- 
tion he still holds. 
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22, Harlem Township, is an_ energetic 
farnier of English descent. His parents 
were Charles and Hannah (Darlington) Smallwood, 
who were natives of Kugland. They came to 
America in 1840, first settling in Pennsylvania, and 
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in 1848 came to Stephenson County, and located in 


Harlem Township, where the father died Aug. 8, 


1878. The mother still survives. 
children, all boys. 

The subject of this sketch was the youngest of 
the family, and was born in Lycoming County, Pa., 
June 3, 1845. He was but three years old when 
his father migrated to Stephenson County, and 
consequently is one of the oldest settlers in the 
county. He is a pioneer who did yeoman’s service 
in rescuing Stephenson County from the wilderness. 
His education was acquired in the common schools 
here, and he has always been a plain, practical far- 
mer. He lived at home until he was about twenty- 
three years old, when he married. Mr. S. has been 
an actual resident of Harlem Township since 1848, 
and is the owner of 175 well-tilled acres, upon 
which he has placed fine buildings, comprising a 
residence and out-buildings. Mr. Smallwood’s 
marriage took place in Harlem Township, on Oct. 
22, 1868, to Miss Harriet Garlock, daughter of An- 
drew and Miranda (Thompson) Garlock, who were 
natives of New York State. Mrs. Garlock died in 
Schoharie County, N. Y. Mr. Garlock survives. 
They had by this marriage three children, one girl 
and two boys. 5 

Mrs. Smallwood was the eldest of the family, and 
was born in Schoharie County, N. Y., April 6, 
1845. Mr. and Mrs. Smallwood have had three 
children—Andrew C., Bertha E. and Grace. An- 
drew C. died in Harlem Township, March 30, 1887, 
of scarlet fever. when nearly eighteen years old; 
Bertha is at home, a young lady ‘of fifteen sum- 
mers; Grace died also of scarlet fever, in Harlem 
Township, April 7, 1887. The deceased, Andrew, 
was a bright boy, and bade fair to make a brilliant 
man. He had received a good common-school 
education, entered the High School at Freeport, and 
would have graduated there in June, 1887, but two 
months before he was stricken with death. He 
stood at the head of his class, and was.a young man 
highly esteemed by all who knew him, Andrew C. 
Smallwood was also a member of the Embury 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Freeport. His am- 
bition always was to enter college and become a 
great man. Had the boy lived, he doubtless would 
have proved a useful member of society. 


They had five 








Mr. Smallwood has held some of the minor offices 
in. the township. Mr. and Mrs. Smallwood and 
their daughter Bertha are consistent members of 
the Embury Methodist Episcopal Church of Free- 
port. Mr. S. has four brothers whose histories are 
worthy of record. Their names are Henry, Charles, 
Jr., John and James. Henry died in Harlem Town- 
ship when thirty-seven years old. The other broth- 
ers are living: John in Delaware County, Iowa; 
James in Howell County, Mo., and Charles, Jr., 
near Dallas, Tex. 
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] OHN KLAFER is a very successful general 
| farmer and stock-raiser, nicely located on 


0) 


fifty-six acres of improved land in another part of 
the township, a part of which runs over into Silver 
Creek Township. Mr. Klafer is a very practical 
farmer. He has on his farm a fine stone-quarry of 
some acres in dimensions, which produces good 
building stone of various thicknesses, from four- 
teen to sixteen inches. Mr. Klafer was born in 
Baden, Germany, March 29, 1848, where his father, 
Jacob Klafer, was also born, reared and married. 
His mother’s maiden name was Catharine Schren- 
kle, who was also a native of Baden, and was born 
and reared there. The parents and four children, 
our subject the youngest of them, came to the 
United States in July, 1853, and settled in Ridott 


section 6, in Ridott Township. His home- 
stead comprises 127 acres, and he also owns 


Township. ‘They purchased and improved anew |. 


farm, and the father made it his home until his 
death, which occurred in the fall of 1885. The 
mother followed six weeks later. They were aged 
respectively sixty-nine and sixty-six years, the lat- 
ter toaday. ‘They were members of the German 
Evangelical Lutheran. Church of Silver Creek 
Township. 

After John Klafer came to this country he re- 
ceived his education in.this county in the common 
schools of Ridott Township. He was a dutiful boy, 
and lived at home with his parents until their 
death. The practical life of a farmer was early 
taught him, and he has steadily pursued that voca- 
tion since. He was married in Ridott Township to 
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Miss Susan Sheffner, in 1571. Sbe was born near 
the birthplace of her husband in Baden, Germany, 
in July, 1850, and came to the United States in 
1852 with her parents. Her father, John Sheffner, 
is now living on a farm in Ridott Township. Her 
mother was Mary Scean before she married Mr. 
Sheffner. 

Mrs. Klafer is the mother of eight children, one 
deceased. These are Henry, John, Frank, Albert, 
Mary, Lizzie and Sarah. William was the name of 
the deceased child. Mr. and Mrs. Klafer are mem- 
bers of the German Methodist Church. In politics, 
Mr. Klafer is independent. 

et 

D. WEAVER. ‘The grandfather of our sub- 
() ject was Philip Weaver, a native of Ger- 

many, but of French ancestry. His coming 
to America dates back to the visit of La Fayette, 
who participated in the Revolutionary War. He 
served with him in the struggle for American free- 
dom as an officer in the American army, and held 
an honorable position. Philip Weaver married 
Elizabeth Hyde, daughter of Abram Hyde, an En- 
glishman, and was a farmer in Lancaster County, 
Pa., where he died. 

The father of our subject was Michael Weaver, 
one of a family of eight children, four sons and 
four daughters. The eldest was John. He lived 
and died in Franklin County, Pa. The father of 
our subject was born in Pennsylvania, and followed 
the trade of a tailor in Mechanicsburg, Pa., where 
he lost his wife, the son at that time being only six 
years old. ‘Iwo years later Michael Weaver went 
to Ohio, and pursuing a man who was instrumental 
in causing the death of a son, went to New Orleans, 
where he was taken sick with the cholera and died. 

David Weaver was the next oldest brother; he 
had made an early trip across the plains to Cali- 
fornia. Weaverville in that State was named in 
his honor. In later life he was quite an extensive 
merchant. ‘The fourth son was Jacob Weaver; he 
became a noted physician, and going to Lafay- 
ette, Ind., died there. He was a man of fine pres- 
ence, an elocutionist and author, and a skillful 
teacher of the elocutionary art. Lis ** Treatise on 





Elocution,” a practical work, was published in 1846, 
and had a large circulation. Dr. Weaver had a 
son, Alexander, who figured conspicuously in the 
early history and troubles of Kansas, having gone 
there as a physician. ‘The Governor of the ‘lerri- 
tory entrusted him with the duty of visiting Jeffer- 
son City, Mo., to secure Government arms with 
which to protect Kansas. He was accidentally killed 
by one of the firearms while unloading it. The 
sisters of the father of our subject were all married 
before their death. Michael Weaver married Char- 
lotte Krill, of Pennsylvania, ‘She came of Ger- 
man ancestry, and died at Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

O. D. Weaver, our subject, was the third of the 
eight children born to his mother. ‘Their names in 
the order of their birth are as follows: Theophilus, 
Elizabeth, O. D., our subject; Tictchum D.; Char- 
lotte, Asaph J., Charlotte A. and Miehael. Our 
subject is the only surviving member of the family, 
and was born Oct. 16, 1825. He lost his parents 
when a child, and was reared among strangers. 
He was eleven years old when he was bound to the 


trade of tailor, and in 1845 came West, and has . 


since lived in Stephenson County, doing business 
as a farmer, and for some years following the trade 
of tailor at Freeport. 

Our subject has been one of the energetic men 
of this county, and has accumulated a comfortable 
property here, owning a good farm of eighty acres 
in Dakota Township, and some property in Dekota 
Village. He has been closely identified with the 
interests of the township, taking much concern in 
itsaffairs. Mr, Weaver spent over three years of his 
life in California, where he experienced some of 
the hardships of the early miners there. He was 
at the first gold mine at the time of its discovery 
in 1846. He built one of the first houses in this 
township; he had nine children, one of whom is 
dead. 

Our subject married Henrietta Ilgen, a descend- 
ant of an old Revolutionary soldier, one of the 
hired Hessians who participated in that conflict. 
Mrs. Weaver's ancestor, it is true, came here in the 
interest of the British, but after understanding the 
nature of the conflict the Americans were engaged 


in, he early joined their ranks, and fought on the’ 


side of the Revolutionists. 
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Mrs. Weaver was reared and educated in Penn- 
sylvania. Mr. Weayer’s religious convictions lead 
him to avow the Methodist faith. He is a Repub- 
lican, and has held some of the minor offices of the 
township. While Mr. Weaver has finally attained 
success, his pathway has not always been a bed of 
roses. Some friends in whom he placed implicit 
confidence. proved false, leaving him to suffer. 
His family and himself are all fine musicians, mu- 
sical talent being largely developed in all his sons, 
one of whom is leader of the Freeport band, and 

plays almost every instrument well. 
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nat ON. WILLARD PARKER NARAMORE, 
| M. D., has been a resident of this county 
6 since the spring of 1846, when he com- 


menced the practice of medicine at Oneco, 
and began to establish a reputation which has since 
grown to proportions in which he may justly feel 
considerable pride. He has been in all respects an 
enterprising and useful citizen, not hemmed in by 
any narrow boundaries, but a man of large and 
liberal views, who has been willing to do what 
he could to advance the interests of his adopted 
county. 

Our subject is a native of Seneca County, N. 
Y., his birth taking place in the town of Junius, 
Dec. 19, 1824. His father, Ezra Naramore, was 
born in New Hampshire, of English ancestry, and 
grew to manhood among the hills of the Old Gran- 
ite State. After he had arrived ata period in life 
when the establishment of a home and domestic 
ties began to engage his attention, he was married, 
migrating into Seneca County, N. Y., and locating 
ona farm where he spent the remainder of his 
days, his death taking place in Clyde Township in 
L831. 

The mother of our subject before her marriage 
was Miss Elizabeth McBride, of Scotch-Irish ances- 
try, and the daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Wat- 
son) McBride, who at the time of their daughter’s 
birth were residents of New York State. When 
left a widow she was the mother of two children, 
and returning to her father’s house she accompanied 
her parents to Geauga County, Ohio, where her 








children were reared, and where she spent the last 
years of her life, dying in 1845. The sister of our 
subject, who was named Sarah, became the wife of 
Orin Pulsifer, who afterward died in San Francisco, 
Cal., where the sister is now living. 

Our subject was but six years old when his 
father died, and two years later moved with his 
mother to Ohio. He pursued his studies in the 
district school until sixteen years old, and then en- 
tered Twinsburg Academy, in Summit County, 
where he remained two years. Soon afterward he 
commenced the study of 1edicine with Dr. Will- 
iam King, at Charden, and later attended medical 
lectures at Willoughby Medical College. He sup- 
plemented this course by a term at Sterling Medi- 
cal College at Columbus, and soon afterward came 
to this county and entered upon the practice of his 
profession. He became a resident of Freeport in 
1850, whence he removed, in 1857, to Orangeville, 
and in 1866 removed from there to Lena, of which 
he has since been a resident, and has followed his 
practice continuously, building up a reputation 
second to none in the county. He is now the old- 
est practitioner of Stephenson County, and is 
looked upon as a near and personal friend by a 
large proportion of its citizens. He has not only 
attended to their physical ailments, but has been a 
stanch friend and counselor in political matters, 
advocating those measures which he believed to be 
for the best good of the people. Prior to the out- 
break of the late war, he believed in the feasibility 
of Democratic measures, but soon after the event 
which brought such disaster to the country, namely, 
the storming of Sumter, he took issues with his 
party and wheeled into the Republican ranks. Prior 
to this he had represented Stephenson and Jo Da- 
viess Counties in the State Legislature, and has 
been a valued member and Chairman of the Board 
of County Supervisors. He has watched with in- 
terest and satisfaction the uphuilding of the local- 
ity where he has made his home for so many years, 
and has been connected with many public improve- 
ments. He was Chairman of the Building Com- 
mittee when the court-house and jail were under 
process of erection, and was a member of the Con- 
stitutional Convention in 1861-62. He has also 
been a delegate of his party to numerous State and 
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County Conventions, and, indeed, at one time was 
almost indispensable in matters relating to the pub- 
lic welfare. For the past few years he has en- 
deavored to retire from the more active labors of 
life, being inclined to give more of his attention to 
his family and friends than to the outside world. 
He was largely instrumental in the organization of 
the Second National Bank at Freeport, and at one 
time was associated with the bank at Lena, which 
was conducted under the firm name of Fall, Corn- 
ing & Co. 

The-first wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married in 1848, was formerly Miss Lucy A. Jones, 
who was born in Union County, Pa.,in 1825. She 
remained the companion of her husband for ten 
short years, her death taking place in 1858, after 
she had become the mother of two children: Wil- 
lard W., now a resident of Mason City, Iowa, and 
John Az, of Eureka, this State. In 1859, Mr. Nara- 
more was married a second time, to Miss Mary 
Bower, also of Union County, Pa., and of this union 
there were born five children: Milton O., Principal 
of the Lena public schools; Mattie L., Susie, Lottie 
and George H. The younger ones are at home 
with their parents. 

Dr. Naramore, when he reached this county, pos- 
sessed a cash capital of ninety-five cents. His 
present position, socially and financially, makes it 
evident that he is a man of more than ordinary 
capacity. Besides his handsome residence property 
in town he has a fine farm of 240 acres supplied 
with good buildings and other modern improve- 
ments, the whole the result of his own industry 
and perseverance. 
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OHN ATCHISON was born Oct. 17, 1824, 
in Mercer County, Pa. He is the son of 
Matthew Atchison, a native of Westmore- 
land County, Pa., and the latter was the son 

of James Atchison, who came to America at an 

early day, and settled near Philadelphia. ‘The 
father of the subject of this sketch died in Mercer 

County at the age of forty-six years. The mother 

was a Miss Mary Dowling, daughter of James Dow- 

ling, a native of Ireland, and his wife was Mary 





Nelson, also a native of Ireland, and a descendant 
of Lord Nelson. ‘The mother died at the age of 
fifty-six years in Jo Daviess County, at the home 
of her daughter, Mrs. D. McKenzie. 

The grandfather of our subject left home when 
thirteen years old to work for himself. He first 
went to a neighbor’s for one year, and then began 
learning the trade of a carpenter. He served an 
apprenticeship of nine years, the first year at $3 
per month, and the last year at $13 per month. 
He then went to New York State into a pinery, 
and hewed timber and frames. He also lumbered 
up and down the Ohio River to Cincinnati until 
nineteen years old, when he went to Iowa City, 
Iowa, and worked at his trade in the construction 
of the Territorial Capitol; then he returned to his 
home in Pennsylvania, where he remained six 
months, when he went to Mississippi, where he 
worked at his trade for one season. Returning 
North he worked at his trade in Galena and vicin- 
ity four seasons. From there he went to the Up- 
per Wisconsin River, and helped to build a saw- 
mill, and was in that country three years, working 
at his trade and dealing in lumber. During this 
time he rafted much lumber to St. Louis. In 1850 
he went to Mt. Carroll, Il., and engaged as con- 
tractor and builder, and was so connected with the 
lumber-yards for nine years. He then moved to. 
Elizabeth, Ill., and worked at his trade for about 
six months, and then went to Wisconsin, where he 
farmed and worked at his trade until 1865, when 
he removed to Jo Daviess County, where he en- 
gaged in farming, and at intervals working at his 
trade. He resided in Freeport, Ill., for several 
years as a general agent. About 1877 he moved 
to Lena, Ill., and worked at his trade until 1886, 
when he leased the White House of that town, and 
has since conducted it. He was a member of Co. 
F, 37th Wis. Vol. Inf., but on account of sickness 
his career as a soldier was brief. He was dis- 
charged at Camp Randall in the fall of 1864, on ac- 
count of disability contracted in the service. 

Mr. Atchison was married, Sept. 18, 1851, to 
Miss Charlotte Morton, who was born Dec. 7, 1833. 
| and was the daughter of Chester Morton, a native 
| of Essex, Chittenden Co., Vt. Chester Morton 
married Miss Annie Comstock, who was born in 
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Connecticut but came with her people to Ohio 
when ten years old. 
in Michigan clearing lands and running sawmills; 
he also managed a brickyard in Ypsilanti. In the 
spring of 1842 he sold out, and started with five 
pair of horses and his household goods for Illinois. 
He located first five miles east of Belvidere, and 
that summer worked with his teams and cut grain 
with cradles, In the fall he moved into Jo Daviess 
County on Rush Creek, and purchased several hun- 
dred acres of land, on which was a large, double 
log house. This he at once converted into a pub- 
lic house, commonly called a tavern in those. days, 
which he conducted for many years. It was the 
headquarters of the old stage-coach drivers of that 
day. He was a splendid horseman, and was called 
upon for miles to attend horses when they became 
sick. In later years his family drifted apart, and 
he finally discontinued housekeeping and lived with 
his children in different parts of the country. He 
died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. William 
Furman, at Harper’s Ferry, Wis., at the age of 
eighty-six years and some months. His wife died 
a few years afterward, aged seventy-six, at the 
home of another daughter, Mrs. Mary Owens, near 
Marshalltown, Iowa. They had a family of seven 
girls and five boys, all of whom grew to maturity, 
except one son who died in infancy. Capt. Gil- 
bert C. Morton, now living near Essex, Vt., con- 
cluded to become a seafaring man, and at the age 
of fifteen went aboard a vessel and became a sailor. 
During his life upon the ocean he visited almost 
every important port on the globe. During the 
war of the Rebellion, he did much creditable sery- 
ice to the Government in the navy, and on account 
of wounds received he is a pensioner. After leay- 
ing the naval service, he became a lecturer for the 
cause of temperance, and in that capacity accom- 
plished much good. He is now living a quiet and 
retired life on a model farm in Vermont, where he 
is an honored and highly respected citizen. 

John Atchison and wife have raised a family of 
five children: Nelson M. is married, and has two 
children; he is chief clerk in the White House at 
Lena. Gilbert C..is a traveling newspaper corre- 
spondent, and general advertising solicitor, with 
headquarters in Chicagu; Mary J., Mrs. D. Daws, 


| 


He spent a great many years | 


' the East. 





has two children, and her busband is clerking in a 
butter and egg and general produce house in New 
England; Anna C, and Cora B., with their mother, 
have charge of the culinary department of the 
White House at Lena, and it is to their efforts and 
efficiency that its popularity is largely due. 

There are three or four Atchison families re- 
corded, but the spelling of their names as the sub- 
ject of this sketch spells his, does not entitle them 
to lay claim to the same lineage. This family of 
Atchisons, according to Fairbairn’s Crests, are de- 
scendants of an Earl in England. It seems that 
from this Karl this family of Atchisons migrated 
into Scotland, and when the Scots crossed the line 


and settled in the northern part of Ireland, the 


forefathers of John Atchison were among them. 
While the name is considered as Scotch, it is really 
English, if Fairbairn’s Crests is an authentic source 
for information of this kind. ° 


DSS a 


4 DWARD MULNIX is the name of a well 
E respected farmer who resides on section 5, 
/$— 7 in Harlem Township, Stephenson Co., Ill. 
He is the son of Stephenson and Phoebe (Robinson) 


Mulnix, who were natives of the land of the Pil- 
grim Fathers, New England. They left that por- 


tion of the country and settled in Delaware County, 


N. Y., where they resided fora considerable time, 
after which they removed to Greene County in the 
same State, and there remained until the time of 
their death, after an active life. They left eight 
children surviving them, four boys and four girls. 

Edward Mulnix, the subject of this sketch, the 
sixth child, was born in Delaware County, N. Y., 
and his youthful days were spent in acquiring the 
practical knowledge of the farmer boy until he was 
twenty-three years of age,.when he was married, 
Feb. 24, 1844, to Miss Anjlin Kelly, daughter of 
Ezekiel and Chloe (Smith) Kelly, both natives of 
The parents of Mrs. Mulnix settled in 
Delaware County, N. Y., where they died, leaving 
seven children, five girls and two boys. Mrs. Mul- 
nix, the third child,swas born in Delaware County, 
in 1828. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mulnix had eleven children, five of 
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whom are now surviving, viz: Chloe A., Halem 
A., Theresa, Alvin E. and Schriver M. Chloe A. 
is nowy the wife of N. Smith, and resides at Grand 
Forks, Dak.; Halem M. married Mary Adella Buf- 
fington, and resides in Houston County, Miss.; 
Theresa C. is the wife of Charles Bentley, who re- 
sides in Harlem Township; Alvin and Schriver still 
remain with their parents at home. The deceased 
children are Abigail, Carolina A., Paris and Ade, 
three of whom died in infancy. 

Mr. Mulnix is held in great respect among his 
acquaintances in Stephenson County. From time 
to time the people have demanded his services as 
an Official in the minor township offices, and his 
stewardship in the discharge of the duties pertain- 
ing thereto has been of the most gratifying char- 
acter to his constituents. Mr. Mulnix isa man of 
energy and perseverance, and has by his thrift and 
industry built a good home and is content to rest 
under his own vine and fig tree. In politics he 
adheres strenuously to the doctrines of the Repub- 
lican party. He is also a member of Lena Lodge, 
A. F. & A. M. 
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OHN MURRAY. The life history of this - 


quiet and unobtrusive citizen of Erin Town- 

'- ship, is in its main points as follows: He 
©) first drew breath in: County Cork in the 
southern part of Ireland, June 15, 1815, and spent 
his childhood at the home of his parents, his father 
being engaged in farming. The latter possessed 


_ but modest means, and our subject at an early age 


was thrown upon his own resources and obliged to 
“paddle his own canoe.” He was not particularly 
in love with the institutions of his native country, 
and when fourteen years old decided to seek his 
fortune in America. He embarked on a sailing- 
vessel at Queenstown and after a voyage of six 
weeks landed at Quebec, Canada. For three or 
four years afterward he made his home in the 
Dominion and employed himself at whatever his 
hands could find to do. He then determined to 
try the States, and going into New York, was there 





occupied as a carpenter in Buffalo for two years. 
Thence he migrated to Ohio, of which State he was 
a resident two years, and in 1840 started for the 
West. 

Mr. Murray upon reaching Illinois made his first 
stop in Freeport, this county, where he worked as 
a carpenter for a period of eleven years. By the 
practice of economy he had managed to save some- 
thing from a limited income, and in 1851 decided 
to become the possessor of a farm. He purchased 
eighty acres on section 15, in Erin Township, where 
he built up a good home and brought the soil to a 
fine state of cultivation. There was great room 
for improvement at the time he took possession of 
his purchase, and the present appearance of the 
homestead indicates the manner in which he has 
spent his time and invested his money. The land 
is enclosed by neat and substantial fences and the 
farm residence and buildings are in keeping with 
the thrift and industry of the owner. He has a 
moderate amount of farm stock and all the nsachin- 
ery necessary for the modern agriculturist. Dur- 
ing his residence of thirty-six years in this section, 
he has established himself in the esteem of his 
neighbors and is numbered among the valued 
members of the agricultural community. 

One of the most important events in the life of 
Mr. Murray was his marriage, which took place in 
the city of Buffalo. N. Y., Sept. 2, 1837. The 
maiden of his choice was Miss Ellen Stanley, a na- 
tive of his own country, born in Dublin in 1819. 
This union resulted in the birth of eight children, 
and the parents have been greatly afflicted-in the 
loss of five of these. Mary, the wife of Oren Mul- 
lerkey, is a resident of Iowa; Emeline married 
Thomas Foley, and died at her home in Lena, this 
county, in 1879; William continues with his par- 
ents; James enlisted as a Union soldier in the late 
war and yielded up his life in the hospital at Camp 
Butler, in 1865, when eighteen years of age; So- 
phia became the wife of John Rees and died at her 
home in Kent Township, in 1877, when twenty- 
seven years of age; John S. died when an infant of 
seven months; Ellen obtained an excellent educa- 
tion and is now employed as a teacher in the dis- 
trict schools of this county; Hannah when twenty 
years of age married Levi Stocks of Eleroy, and died 
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at her home in Erin Township in September, 1883. 
Mr. Murray religiously, adheres to the Catholic 
faith of his fathers. 


Pes PTE 


j EZEKIAH POFFENBERGER, the _pres- 
| ent County Clerk of Stephenson County, 
| who was elected to that office in 1886, was 

born near Sharpsburg, Md., on the 3d of 
July, 1843. He is the son of John Poffenberger, 
an extensive and well-to-do farmer, whose parents 
emigrated to this country from Germany. He 
lived. on his father’s farm in Maryland until he 
was twenty years old, seeking an. education in the 
meantime in the district schools, which he attended 
during the winter, his attention in the summer sea- 
son being directed to tilling the soil and assisting 
his parents in any manner possible. The year be- 
fore reaching his majority he came west as far as 
Illinois and located at Adeline, Ogle County, where 
he resided until 1870. Soon after arriving at Ade- 
line he entered the Mt. Morris Seminary, where he 
was a faithful student for about three years, and 
upon coming out of that institution he entered the 
Illinois State Normal School, at Normal. He at- 
tended there about a year, but was obliged to leave 
the school on account of ill-health, having at that 
time an attack of hemorrhage of the lungs. Through 
rest and living a quiet life his health became much 
improved, and the next educational work he en- 
gaged in was as Principal of the Ridott village 
schools, where he taught with gratifying success for 
one year. After this he engaged in the lumber 
and coal trade at Ridott, prosecuting this business 
with profit about thirteen years, when a good op- 
portunity presented itself and he sold his business 
advantageously. While living at Ridott he was 
elected a member of the Board of County Super- 
visors, which position he held for ten years, serving 
to the entire satisfaction of his constituents. In 
the spring of 1883 Mr. Poffenberger came to Free- 
port to fill the position of Deputy County Clerk. 
During the last year of his service in that capacity 
circumstances were such that the entire responsi- 
bility of the office fell upon him and he proved 





himself equal to the emergency. His association 
with the public in this position was most agreea- 
ble, as whenever called upon for information which 
he was able to grant he responded promptly. 

In the election of 1886 Mr. P. was chosen Clerk 
of Stephenson County, largely on account of the 
efficiency he displayed in the discharge of the du- 
ties of that office as demonstrated by his service as 
Deputy. In 1870 Mr. Poffenberger was married 
to Miss Sarah Moddlekauff, of Adeline, who shares 
with him the good-will of a large circle of acquaint- 
ances. They are both members of the Lutheran 
Church, of which he is one of the Trustees. Mr. 
Poffenberger’s career in Stephenson is a very credit- 
able one, and the confidence the people have shown 
in his ability and integrity is certainly very grati- 
fying to him. 


ra 


HRISTOPHER T. BARNES. The annals of 

G West Point Township record the names of 

many who came here in the early days, and 

whose brave struggles with the unbroken ‘wilder- 

ness have been crowned with success. The forces 

of nature are hostile, and the most valuable things 

in life are obtained only by the costly price of hard- 
ship and self-sacrifice. 

Christopher T. Barnes is one of the self-made 
men of Illinois, who have aided in making the 
State renowned for the energy, enterprise and pro- 
gressive spirit of its citizens. He was born in the 
Province of Pomerania, Prussia, July 3, 1818. 
His father, Enoch Barnes, was a native of Mecklen- 
burg, where he grew to manhood. Prior to his 
marriage he removed to Pomerania, where he was 
engaged in the salmon and sturgeon fisheries. The 
coast is low and sandy, with many inlets, and this 
business is extensively carried on in the Province. 
Enoch Barnes married Miss Mary Pagels, a native 
of Pomerania, and passed the remainder of his life 
there. They had onfy two children born to them 
—Charles, who died in Holland, and Christopher 
T., our subject. 

Christopher attended school until he was four- 
teen years of age, and then entered upon a sea-far- 
ing life. He sailed before the mast four years, en- 


gaged in the merchant service, under the Prussian 
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flag. The discipline of the merchant service is very 
rigorous, and the duties required are arduous, but 
he who would learn to command must first learn to 
obey. Having often stopped at American ports, he 
became interested in the country, and finally en- 
tered the merchant service in the South American 
trade, and sailed one year under the Stars and 
Stripes. After this experience he decided to be- 
come a landsman, and served three years as an ap- 
prentice at the trade of cabinet-making in Balti- 
more. In 1838 he left that city with his employer, 
and went to Pittsburgh via the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi Rivers to Harris Landing, where they hired a 
team and proceeded to Winchester, Scott County. 
The journey was a toilsome one, over rough roads, 
through tangled woodlands and broad stretches: of 

. bleak, unbroken prairie. He there began life on 
the Western frontier, with the best capital the 
world can offer, good health, a stout heart and skill- 
ful, willing hands. He worked successfully at his 
trade there until 1842, and then removed to Galena, 
where he engaged in business in a chair factory, and 
remained until 1852. 


In 1848 Mr. Barnes had purchased a land war- 


rant by which he entered the land he now occupies. 
The tract contains 160 acres, and was purchased 
for $123. In 1853 he settled on his farm and built 
a small house in accordance with his limited means. 
It was barely more than a shelter from the scorch- 
ing sun of summer, and afforded but scant pro- 
tection from the blasts of winter, which drove the 
fallen snow through every crevice, and gave ample 
ventilation. He also built a stable thatched with 
the customary hay-roof, and stocked his farm with 
four cows and two horses. He improved his land 
year by year, until it is now ina high state of cul- 
tivation. In 1869 he erected a commodious brick 
residence, which was followed in 1872 by a large 
frame barn and other appropriate farm buildings. 
The grounds surrounding his residence are taste- 
fully embellished with shade and fruit trees. 

Mr. Barnes has been twice married. He was first 
united in marriage with Miss Minerva Gaither, Oct. 
18,1840. Her father, Horatio Gaither, was a native 
of North Carolina, and she was born April 20, 1819, 
in Iredell County, that State. Her death occurred 
Nov. 7, 1857. By this marriage there are four chil- 





_ and is now living there with his family. 


dren now living—William G., Albert, Theodore and 
Letitia. 

Our subject was united in marriage the second 
time, with Miss Elizabeth Lutz, Sept. 26, 1861. 
She is the daughter of Abraham and Margaret (Pol- 
lock) Lutz. and was born in Union County. Pa. 
Her father was a native of Germany and emigrated 
to America when a young man. He first located in 
Union County, Pa., and there married Miss Mar- 
garet Pollock, whose family is of English descent. 
The closing years of his life were passed in Clinton 
County, Pa. By the second marriage there were 
three children—Laura, Rosamond and George. 

Mr. Barnes resided on his farm until 1884, when 
he rented it for a time, but returned to it in 1887, 
He has 
been for many years a member of the Christian 
Church, having united with that organization in 
1839, while living in Winchester. In politics Mr. 
Barnes is a Republican. 

The excellent lithographic view to be found on 
another page of this work, conveys an accurate im- 
pression of Mr. Barifes’ beautiful home and its sur- 


roundings. 
ees ee 


IRAM W. THOMPSON is a carpenter and 
contractor, who occupies a neat and com- 
| fortable home on seven acres of land on 
)) section 24 in Kent Township. He is the 
son of John and Margaret (Helfrick) Thompson. 
His father was a native of Pennsylvania and his 
mother of Germany. After they were married 
they settled in Franklin County, Pa.. where they 
still reside. The father is a farmer by occupation. 
The family consisted of nine children, seven of 
whom grew up to be men and women. 

Hiram was the second child of the family, and 
was born in Franklin County, Pa., on the 11th of 
April, 1856. His education was obtained in the 
common schools, which he attended during the 
school season until he was seventeen years of 9ge, 
when he was apprenticed to a carpenter in Stephen- 
son County, Ill. He has been a resident of Kent 
Township since 1873, and has followed the occu- 
pation of carpenter. Much credit is due to Mr. 
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_ Thompson for the neatness and symmetry of the 
buildings of that township. The house in which he 
and his family reside is a model structure. 

Our subject was married in Stephenson County, 
lll., July 27, 1882, to Miss Mary E. Miller, 
daughter of Peter R. and Elizabeth (Shaffer) 
Miller, both of whom were Pennsylvanians by 
birth and emigrated to Jo Daviess County in the 
spring of 1867, where they lived one year and then 
moved to Kent Township. They settled in that 
township and remained there until the death of the 
father, which occurred Aug. 11, 1881. The mother 
is still living. They had eleven children, nine 
boys and two girls. Mrs. Thompson was the 
youngest of the family and was born in Clinton 
County, Pa., on the 5th of March, 1863. Mr. 
Thompson is a Republican, and has been School 
Director. Both are members of the English Luth- 
eran Church. 


SS > 


APT. WILLIAM YOUNG, a fine represent- 
G ative of the pioneer element of Stephenson 
County, came to this section in his young 
manhood, laboring long and well, and is now reap- 
ing the reward of his industry ina handsome and 
comfortable home in Silver Creek Township, of 
which he has been a resident for the last sixteen 
years. He served as a Union soldier during the 
late war, and after its close engaged in farming 
and stock-raising, which he followed successfully 
for a number of years. His childhood and youth 
were spent in Union County, Pa., where he was 
born Feb. 9, 1820, on the farm of his father, 
Robert Young, who was also a native of the Key- 
stone State, born and reared in Lebanon County. 
The father of our subject made his home in his 
native county until the spring of 1839. Then with 
his family he migrated westward, and coming to 
this county located on a tract of land near Cedar- 
ville, where he carried on farming successfully, and 
by his upright life established himself in the es- 
teem and confidence of his fellow-citizens. There 
also he spent his last years, his death occurring in 
1857. When first exercising the right of suffrage 
he identified himself with the old Whig party, but 
later became a cordial endorser of Republican 





principles. After reaching his majority Robert 
Young was married, in Union County, Pa., to Miss 
Sarah Wallace, who shared with him the vicissi- 
tudes of a changeful life and survived him until 
1884, her death occurring at the advanced age of 
more than fourscore years. She with her husband 
was a worthy member of the Presbyterian Church, 
to which the families of each had belonged for 
generations, following closely in the footsteps of 
their substantial Scotch ancestry. These latter 
came to this country prior to the Revolutionary 
War, in which both families sympathized entirely 
with the Colonists in their struggle for liberty. 
Later James Wallace, the maternal uncle of our 
subject, served as a soldier in the War of 1812, 
through which he passed uninjured and lived to 
follow the career of a successful private citizen. 
Both families were widely and favorably known in 
Pennsylvania, and were prominent among its most 
respectable and substantial elements. 

The childhood and youth of William Young, of 
our sketch, were passed in his native county, and 
when nineteen years of age he came tc Illinois 
with his parents. The journey was made overland 
with teams, and occupied six weeks. . They took 
up their abode in Harlem Township, near Cedar- 
ville, and William not long afterward secured pos- 
session of 300 acres of land in Rock Run Town- 
ship, of which he was the joint owner, with a 
friend, J. B. Johnson. Having improved this, they 
sold it at a good profit, and Mr. Young afterward 
purchased a farm in Lancaster Township, where he 
began the establishment of a permanent home. 
The next important step in his life was his mar- 
riage with Miss Sarah A. Reitzell, which took place 
in December, 1843. Mrs. Young was born in 
Lancaster County, Pa., and came to this State with 
her father when a young lady. The father was en- 
gaged in mercantile business, and she remained 
under the home roof until her marriage. Jonathan 
Reitzell departed «this life at his home in Lancaster 
Township, this county, in February, 1879. The 
mother had died in Pennsylvania when her daugh- 
ter Sarah was a small child. The father never 
afterward married. Mr. and Mrs. Young became 
the parents of six children, of whom two are de- 
ceased, namely: Martha, who became the wife of 
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V. D. Brown and died in Dakota Township, in 
1877, and an infant who died unnamed. Those 
surviving are: James, who has been twice married, 
his second wife being the sister of the first; this 
son now lives on a farm in Silver-Creek Township. 


Catherine is the wife of John H. Brown, a farmer 


of Lancaster Township, who is also employed as a 
postal clerk on the Illinois Central Railroad; John 
C. married Miss Ida Stewart, of Rock Run, is a 
resident of Freeport, and is employed in the same 


‘capacity as his brother-in-law; Jonathan R. mar- 


ried Miss Ollie Rothemel, and is engaged in gen- 
eral merchandising at Dakota, this county. 

Capt. Young after his marriage settled down in 
Lancaster Township until the outbreak of the late 
war. He reponded to the first call for troops, and 
enlisted in Co. G, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., and was active 
in encouraging others to follow his example. At 
the organization of the company he was unani- 
mously chosen its Captain and marched at the 
head to the scene of conflict. They had received 
their equipments at Springfield, whence they pro- 
ceeded by rail to Cairo, and were present in the 


first engagement at Ft. Donelson, in February,, 


1862. The 46th Regiment was the first to enter 
the town after its surrender. After this had been 
effected they marched into Shiloh and were en- 
gaged in the thickest of the fight, during which 
Company G distinguished itself, and had reason to 
be proud of its Captain. Many were carried lifeless 
from the field and others received grievous wounds, 
Capt. Young was struck in the jaw by a minie 
ball, which carried away all his teeth. His courage 
was equal to the emergency, but he was obliged to 
succumb and was sent home when able to be re- 
moved. There he remained until his partial 
recovery, and when strong enough determined to 
rejoin his comrades on the field. | His wound, how- 
ever, prevented his partaking of soldiers’ fare, and 
he was obliged to resign his commission and _ re- 
turn sorrowfully to his Northern home. He had, 
however, in the meantime met the enemy again, 
being in the battle at Hatchie, where the Colonel 
of the regiment was fatally wounded, Capt. Young 
remaining at his side until he expired. 

At the close of his army life our subject re- 





150 acres of land, which lies near the southern 
limits of Cedarville. He has brought this to a fine 
state of cultivation. Uniformly prosperous in his 
farming operations and investing his surplus cap- 
ital in additional land, he became the owner of a 
large amount of real-estate in this county, which 
is now mostly divided up among his children. 
His estimable and devoted wife, to whom he was 
greatly attached, departed this life at their home 
in Lancaster Township, in 1855. His second wife, 
Anna R. Ritzell, was a cousin of the first. She 
became the mother of two daughters—Lizzie and 
Mary, who died within two weeks of each other, 
in 1885, one of consumption and the other of rheu- 
matism. ~The mother had died in the spring of 1883. 
She was a lady highly esteemed by her friends, and 
with her husband had long been a worthy member 
of the Presbyterian Church. Capt. Young is a 
Mason of high rank, having taken the thirty-second 
degree in that fraternity. He is also a member of 
the G. A. R. 


ff AMES K. P. FLEMING, a skillful reinsman 

| and dealer in imported French coach horses, 

is a native of Pennsylvania, and has been a 

« resident of Illinois since 1854. He was 

born in Indiana County, Dec. 13, 1844, and is the 

son of Thomas and Jemima (Jewell) Fleming, who 

left the Keystone State in the spring of 1854, lo- 

cated first in Jo Daviess County, and afterward re- 
‘moved to Lena, where they now reside. 

Our subject is the second of six children com- 
prising the parental household, three of whom are 
living, and passed his childhood and youth in Jo 
Daviess County. After the removal of his parents 
to Lena, he practically started out in life for him- 
self. At the age of seventeen, while on the farm, 
he met with a terrible accident, in which his hand 
was torn off just above the wrist by a threshing-ma- 
chine. But notwithstanding this, there are few 
men who can manage horses with both hands equal 
to Mr. Fleming, who has but one. After recover- 
ing from this disaster he was employed in a plane- 
ing-mill at Lena, and three years later began deal- 
ing in stock in a small way, handling first hogs and 


turned to Lancaster Township where he acquired | cattle. A few years later he included horses in his 
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operations, buying and shipping to the Eastern : survives. 


markets. He is an admirable judge of these ani- 
mals, and is seldom misled in his estimate of their 
value. His stables are located upon the grounds 
of the John B. Taylor Park, which are mentioned 
in the sketch of that gentleman elsewhere in this 
work. His transactions of late years have extended 
across the Atlantic, parties there contracting for 
the animals which had undergone a_ thorough 
course of training by Mr. Fleming. The barn at 
the park was built expressly for his accommodation, 
and his is one of the familiar and important figures 
which add to the popularity of the place. 

Mr. Fleming, in 1868, was united in marriage 
with Miss J. L. Hickox, of Cortland, N. Y., and 
they have a family including two sons and one 
daughter—Otto O., Alice E. and Miles. The fam- 
ily residence is pleasantly located at Taylor’s Park, 
and the friends of Mr. Fleming comprise a large pro- 
portion of the best people of Freeport. He is 
President of the Freeport Trotting Association, 
and a member in good standing of the I. O. O. F. 
at Lena. 
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OHN W. STOCKS, proprietor of Burr-Oak 

| Grove Stock Farm, lives on section 7, in 
Harlem Township. As his name indicates, 

Mr. Stocks is of sturdy English descent. His 
parents were David and Jane (Shelton) Stocks, 
the father being born in Derbyshire, and the mother 
in Leicestershire, England. After their marriage 
they concluded to start life in a new country, and 
came to America, arriving here about 1841. Phil- 
adelphia was the scene of their first habitation, 
where David found work at his trade, that of an 
iron-molder, 
delphia, however, but soon removed to Hollidays- 
burg, Blair Co., Pa., and subsequently to Martins- 
burg. where he lived until he came to Illinois, in 
April, 1850, settling in Harlem Township, Stephen- 
son County. He worked for a while at his trade 
in Freeport, his family living in Harlem Township, 
where he also carried on agricultural pursuits. He 
cultivated his farm until the spring of 1878, when 
he removed to Eleroy, Lll., where he resided un- 
til his death, March 16, 1887. His widow still 
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He did not remain long in Phila- | 





They had six children—Henry W., 
John W., Mary E., Levi, Lettie J. and Clara B, 
Henry W. resides in Eleroy; Mary E. is the wife 
of Thomas E. Coltman, and resides in Freeport; 
Levi resides in Nashua, Iowa; Lettie J. is the 
widow of Isaac R. Wagner, and lives in Harlem 
Township; Clara B. is the wife of John Brandt, and 
also resides in Harlem Township. 

John W., the subject of this biographical sketch, 
was born in Hollidaysburg, Blair Co., Pa., Dec. 22, 
1842. He received a limited education in the dis- 
trict schools. He never attended college, but be- 
ing of studious habits and a close observer, he ob- 
tained a practical knowledge that has served him 
in good stead. He came with his parents to Ste- 
phenson County, III., and lived at home until his 
marriage, in 1871. After that event he settled in 
Erin Township on a farm which he bought, and 
where he continued to live until 1878, when he 
sold it. He then took the old farm of his father, 
where he has since resided.. Here he has 204 acres of 
finely improved land, and besides this, has a tract 
of 320 acres in Emmet County, Iowa. He gives 
his attention principally to raising blooded and 
imported stock, among the breeds which he handles 
being the English Draft, Clydesdale and Cleveland 
Bays. He also raises some fine Short-horn cattle. 

Our subject was married in Waddams Township, 
Feb. 20, 1871, to Miss Susan A. Wagner, daughter 
of Samuel S. and Anna (Rothermel) Wagner, who 
was born in Northumberland County, Pa. The 
wife’s parents came to Stephenson County about 
1856, and are residents of Harlem Township. They 
had ten children—Mary, Sarah, Nathan, Joel, 
Rebecca, Louisa, Susan, Isaac, William and Samuel. 
Mary is the wife of Abraham Pound, and resides 
in Iowa; Sarah is the wife of Daniel Fager, and re- 
sides in Nebraska; Nathan died in infancy; Joel 
was a member of the 93d Illinois Regiment, was 
fatally wounded i in the battle of Missionary Ridge 
and died in the hospital at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 
1, 1863; Rebecca resides at home; Louisa is the 
wife of Henry, Hartzell, and lives in Nebraska; 
Isaac was killed by lightning in Harlem Township, 
May 9, 1886; William resides in Harlem Township; 
Samuel resides in Los Angeles, Cal. 

Mrs. Stocks was born in Northumberland County, 
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Pa., Sept. 8, 1849. Mr. and Mrs. Stocks have 
seven children—Clara M., J. D., Nellie, Laura L., 
Harry B., Bessie L. and Ruth F. Mr. Stocks has 
held the office of Supervisor of Harlem Township 
two years, and has also been a School Director 
both in Erin and Harlem Townships. Both he and 
his wife attend the United Brethren Church. In 
polities, Mr. Stocks is a Republican, confessing to 
a predilection for Hon. James G. Blaine for Presi- 
dent of the United States. While mentioning Mr. 
Stocks’ public career, it is well to note that he has 
taught school seven terms in Harlem Township, for 
one term has been an Assessor of the same town- 
ship, and has been and is Superintendent of the 
Sunday-school at Eleroy. 


oi 


Na MEYER. The grandfather of our 
| subject was Henry Meyer, Sr., who was 
AA most likely the founder of the family in 
the United States, and in Pennsylvania. 
He was a millwright by calling, and held positions 
as a skillful mechanic. He lived, in later life, in 
Centre County, Pa., where he died, and where he 
owned a large farm of about 500 acres. Most 
probably he wasa native of Germany, and extremely 
poor when he commenced in life. With his young 
bride he started out with all his earthly possessions 
with him and, after traveling for some time, came 
to.a spring, where he threw down his effects and 
said he was going to make his home there, which 
he did for a while, before he went northwest to 
Centre County. This happened when he lived in the 
southern part of the State. 

The family are noted for their large size, our 
subject possessing the characteristics of his race, 
being a man of great strength and a fine specimen 
of physical manhood. Henry Meyer, Sr., was mar- 
ried twice, and it is from the first wife that our 
subject is descended. Her name is not remem- 
bered by Mr. Daniel Meyer. ‘The father of our sub- 
ject was Henry Meyer, Jr. He may have been born 
in Southern Pennsylvania, but was reared in Centre 
County, in that State. He was a large, strong boy 
and grew into a portly man, strong both in body 
and in mind. When a young man, he learned the 





millwright’s trade, which he must have followed 
some thirty years, but the last years of his life 
were spent in farming. He died in Centre County, 
Pa., Dec. 12, 1881. The father was born Sept. 2, 
1795, and lived to be eighty-six years old. He 
married a lady of Centre County named Hannah 
Bierly, who was born and reared there. Her fa- 
ther was Nicholas Bierly, also a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, of German descent and parentage. Hannah 
Meyer is yet living in Centre County, and is 
eighty-seven years of age. She is quite stout and 
hearty for one so old. She has been the mother of 
nine children, four sons and five daughters. 

Our subject is the second son and fifth child, 
and was born Feb. 24,1831. All the family are 
living except two daughters. Mr. Meyer, the 
subject of this sketch, is the only member of the 
family living in Illinois, the other members residing 
in Centre and Clinton Counties, Pa. Mr. Meyer 
lived at home until he was nineteen years old, when 
he set out to learn the cabinet trade under his 
uncle, John Meyer, at his residence in Centre 
County. After he had worked as an apprentice for 
two years, he started a shop at Rebersburg, in that 
county. His health failing, he came West to better 
his physical condition, landing in Freeport in the 
month of December, 1853. In 1854 he settled in 
Rock Run Township and followed the career of a 
farmer, except for six years, which were spent at 
the carpenter and cabinet-maker’s trades. Mr. 
Daniel Meyer purchased his present farm in this 
township in 1865. He owns 240 acres of improved 
land, upon which are neat and substantial build- 
ings. He also owns 160 acres of land in Marion 
County, Kan., and 240 acres in Clay County, Iowa, 

July 2, 1851, Mr. Daniel Meyer was married, in 
Centre County, Pa., to Miss Matilda R. Smull; she 
was born and reared in Pennsylvania, her birth 
occurring Oct. 15, 1828. She is the mother of 
nine children, four of whom are deceased. The 
oldest daughter, Sarah, is married to George Me- 
Gilligan, and lives on a farm in Tama County, Iowa; 
Thomas, the oldest of the boys living, married 
Hilda Nelson, and they reside in Rockford, Ill.; he 
is a mechanic. John is in Dakota Territory; 
he is single and the owner of 160 acres of land in 
Clark County, Dak., but at present is engaged in 
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teaching school. Emma is the wife of Edward 
Lauck; they live in Buckeye Township, in this 
county, onafarm. Effie S. resides at home. 

Soon after marriage Mr. and Mrs. Meyer united 
with the Evangelical Church, and ever since then 
have lived honest, upright, Christian lives. The 
Lord has prospered them in their exchequer, and 
showered spiritual blessings upon them, and their 
faith leads them to realize that they will surely 
meet their loved ones on the other shore. At 
present Mr. Meyer holds fellowship with the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, but Mrs. M. still remains a 
member of the Evangelical Church. Mr. Meyer is 
a Trustee of his church, and politically, is a 
Republican. 


OSEPH STUDEBAKER. One of the oldest 

and most esteemed citizens of Kent Town- 

| ship is Mr. Studebaker, who is independ- 

) ently situated on a farm on section 26. He 

is the son of Jacob and Catherine (Buterbouglr) 

Studebaker, and first saw the light of day in Bedford 

County, Pa. His mother was born in Franklin 

County, Pa. ‘The first settlement of the parents 

after marriage was in Bedford County, where the 

husband engaged in farming, and where he died in 

' 1846. The mother came to Stephenson County. in 

1853, and died in Loran Township in 1861. ‘They 
had eleven children, eight boys and three girls. 

The subject of this sketch was the tenth child, 
and was born in Bedford County, Pa., June 26, 
1828. His boyhood days were spent on a farm. 
He remained in Bedford County until the spring of 
1853, when he came to Carroll County, Ill, with his 
wife and three children, and settled in Cherry 
Grove Township. He resided in that township 
seven years, and in the fall of 1860 removed to 
Stephenson County, locating in Kent Township, 
where he has since been a resident. From the be- 
ginning of his career, Mr. Studebaker has not de- 
viated from the calling in life which he chose in boy- 
hood, and _ has all his life remained a farmer. He 

is the owner of eighty-four acres of most excellent 
land, and while his buildings are not elaborate, they 
are sufficiently commodious to accommodate his 











family. He formerly owned a tract of 345 acres, 
but, believing that a small farm well tilled was 
more profitable than a large one partly neglected, he 
reduced his acres to their present extent. 

On the 6th of January, 1847, in Bedford County, 
Pa., Mr. Studebaker was married to Jemima Tip- 
ton, who was a native of that State. There were 
born to them eight children, four of whom died he- 
fore maturity. The living are, Ephraim, Elijah, 
Noah and Jacob. After a happy married life of 
thirty-one years, Mrs. Studebaker died in Kent 
Township April 5.1878. Her parents were Noah 
and Elizabeth (Wagaman) Tipton, who came to 
Stephenson County in 1864. The father died in 
Loran Township. 

Mr. Studebaker was again married, in Kent Town- 
ship, Sept. 17, 1882, to Rhoda A., the daugh- 
ter of Robert and Anna (Campbell) McMasters, 
who was the widow of John Baker. ‘The latter died 
at Freeport on the 4th of May, 1878. By her first 
marriage she was the mother of eleven children, 
seven sons and four daughters, whose names are as 
follows: William, Anna, Frederick. John, Sarah J., 
Henry, Crawford, Caroline, Jane, Ninitan, Burton. 
Her parents came to Stephenson County in the sum- 
mer of 1847, and settled in Freeport, where the 
mother died on the 19th of April, 1867. The father 
died in Jo Daviess County, Aug. 23,1864. They 
had four children, of whom Mrs. Studebaker was 
the third, and was born in Lycoming County, Pa., 
Aug. 23, 1828. - 

Mr. Studebaker is an earnest advocate of all 
temperance reforms, and believes that the manu- 
facture and sale of malt and alcoholic liquors should 
be prohibited by law. He has strong convictions 
on the temperance question, and is thoroughly com- 


petent at all times and under all circumstances to’ 


give reasons for the faith that is in him. 
A ROSA 


ENRY S. KECK is at present Supervisor of 
) the township of Dakota, and is a general 
x farmer living on section 14 of that town- 
®)) ship, and the owner of a nice little farm of 





| sixty acres, which is well improved. He was born 


in Emaus, Lehigh Co., Pa., Dec. 11, 1836. His 

















ren 






































father. Daniel Keck, was born in the same county in 


1810, and was reared there. He resides at present in 
Buckeye Township, having come here in 1851, when 
he entered a tract of Uncle Sam’s domain, and has 
since lived here, still strong in body and mind. 

Daniel Keck married Abigail Saeger, daughter 
of Gen. Joseph K. Saeger, now deceased, but once 
a prominent citizen of Lehigh County, where he 
was Justice of the Peace the most of his active 
life. Mrs. Keck, the mother of our subject, was 
born in 1817, also in Lehigh County. She is yet 
living, stout and active. The family born to Dan- 
iel Keck and his admirable wife are six in number 
and all living. These are Henry S., our subject; 
Joseph is single and now lives in Florida; Hiram 
married Carrie Wise, and lives on a farm in Da- 
kota Township; Mary resides at home; Amelia is 
the wife of Michael Langenstein, and lives ona 
farm near Afolkey, Dakota Township: Ellen also re- 
sides at home. The six children were all born in 
Pennsylvania except Hiram who was born in this 
county. : 

Our subject was educated in Pennsylvania and 
Illinois, came to this State when fifteen years 
of age, and was married, in Freeport, to Miss 
Emma E, Yount. Mrs. Keck was born in Lehigh 
County, Pa., Dec. 25, 1840, and is the daughter of 
Silas and Hannah (Winters) Yount. The former 
is now living in Cedarville, and the mother died at 
the home of her daughter, Mrs. Keck, in 1871, aged 
fifty-six years. The father has his second wife and 
is spending his last days in Cedarville, as above 
noted. Mrs. Keck came to Illinois with her father 
in 1848, and lived at home until her marriage. She 
is the mother of three children—Ida J., Charles G. 
and Edgar E., who are all living at home, and are 
well educated. Since their marriage Mr. and Mrs, 
Keck have resided where they now live in Dakota 
Township, where Mr. Keck has held some offices. 
He was elected Supervisor for Dakota Township 
in 1884, and has since held that office, giving the 
utmost satisfaction. He has held other minor offices 
in the gift of the people, and in politics is a pro- 
nounced Republican. He and his wife are mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Association. 

Mr. Keck enlisted, in 1865, in the 46th Illinois 
Infantry, and became a member of Company 
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K., commanded by Capt. Johnston. That part 
of the army in which Mr. Keck operated was in 
the far South and was in the 13th Army Corps of 
the Army of the Gulf. Mr. Keck was in the fight 
at Ft. Blakesly, at Spanish Fort and the siege of Mo- 
bile. He escaped injury and was considered a brave 
soldier by his superior officers. He was discharged 
in February, 1866. On his return home he began 
to give his attention to farming, feeling that it was 
necessary to make up for the time lost in the war. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject was Sol- 


‘omon Keck, a native of Lehigh County, Pa., hav- 


ing been born on the old homestead obtained by 
the original progenitor of the family in this coun- 
try. He-became the father of ten children: Jessie, 
Moses; Daniel, who was the father of our subject; 
William, Edwin, Solomon, Jr., Hannah, Ann, Eliza 
and Louisa. The latter was the first to die, passing 
away when twenty-three years old. Her parents 
at the time were both living. ‘The paternal grand- 
father of Solomon Keck, Sr., was Andrew Keck, 
Sr., who was also born on the Keck homestead in 
Lehigh County, and to him six sons were born— 
Solomon, Jr., Andrew, Jr., George, John, Jacob and 
Charles. They all lived and died in Lehigh 
County. 

The first progenitor of the family in this coun- 
try was Henry Kecx. He left Bavaria, where he 
was born in Shamback, near Ragensback, Oct. 17, 
1832, and with his wife landed in Philadelphia and 
thence went to Lehigh County, where they gota 
tract of Jand from King James, which is yet in the 
possession of the family. To Henry Keck was born 
George Keck, who settled in Pittsburgh; Free and 
Henry, Jr., who settled in North Carolina, and 
Andrew and John, who settled in Pennsylvania; 
Andrew being the direct ancestor of our subject. 
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\) OBERT C. SCHOFIELD, retired from active 
labor, and spending the declining years of 
AN \ his life at the homes of his children, can 

© look back over the history of his past with 
the consciousness of having wronged no man, but 
having done what he could to aid others. He was 
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the first white child born in the now thriving city 
of Rochester, N. Y., the date of his birth being 
April 1, 1812. It was there he developed into 
manhood, and in that State captivated the heart, 
and sought the hand of Miss Mary Stearns, born 
in Brattleboro, Vt., July 10, 1812. Their mar- 
riage took place in Charlotte, Chautauqua Co., N. 
Y., March 14, 1830. ‘They settled in that county 
after their marriage, and Mr. Schofield followed 
farming until i844, meeting with moderate success, 

During the year 1844 Robert C. Schofield, with 
his family, located in this county, and for seven 
years following he was engaged in the manufacture 
and sale of agricultural implements in the city of 
Freeport. During this time he also owned and 
operated a large tract of land, consisting of about 
800 acres in Harlem Township. Disposing of his 
business at Freeport, he permanently located upon 
his land, and has since made it his home. He has 
been closely identified with the agricultural growth 
and development of Stephenson County since 1844, 
He retired from active labor about 1873, and since 
that time has resided at the homes of his children. 

Seven children were born to the household of 
our subject and wife, five of whom are yet living: 
Eleanor M. is the wife of Michael Brobest, and 
they are living in Harlem Township; Silas C. mar- 
ried Miss Mary Whitney, and they also live in 
Harlem Township; Elizabeth C. has a sketch else- 
where in this work; Milton E. married Miss Eva 
Gransden, and they are living in Freeport; Julia 
O., the wife of William M. Patton, resides in Ne- 
braska; Orilla A. and Mary A. are deceased. 

Mr. Schofield has made farming his life work, 
with the exception of the few years in which he 
was engaged in business in Freeport. He and _ his 
beloved companion are honored members of the 
Baptist Church. Mr. Schofield has held several 
minor offices, including that of Commissioner of 
Highways, which office he held for nine years, and 
for twenty-five years was Overseer of Highways. 
In politics he is a Democrat. He and his good wife 
have both attained the venerable age of seventy- 
five years, and the record of their past is sufficiently 
free from error to be read by their children with 
pride and satisfaction. Soon the old folks will be 
called to another home, and then it will be that the 





few words written here will be treasured as more 
lasting than the granite stone that may be erected 
over their graves. 





jy) OS9EPH W. RUSH, one of the quiet, modest, 
and yet independent farmers of Kent Town- 
ship, is the subject of this sketch. He owns 
a mode] little farm on section 35, and is the 
son of Joseph and Judith (Flowers) Rush. His 
father was born in Virginia, and his mother in 
Pennsylvania. They first began life in Mifflin 
County, Pa., thence moved to Union County, Pa., 
and in 1843 came West and settled in Loran Town- 
ship, Stephenson County, where they lived until 
their death. Joseph died on the 15th of June, 
1860, and his wife departed this life three months 
later. They had ten children, five boys and five 
girls. ¢ 

Joseph W. Rush, our subject, was the sixth child 
of his parents, and was born in Union County, Pa., 
March 16, 1836, and was five years old when his 
parents became residents of Stephenson County. 
What education he received was obtained in the 
common schools of that day. 
his parents until he was twenty years of age, when 
he went out to work for himself on farms in differ- 
ent places. He continued working in that manner 
until he was twenty-six years old, when he settled in 
Loran Township. He remained in this township 
until 1869, and then removed to Kent Township, 
where he has since resided. He has followed farm- 
ing without variation during his life. He is the 
owner of eighty acres of excellent land which he 
has highly improved, and which produces under 
his systematic manner of farming more than many 
farms of larger area, less prudently cultivated. 

Mr. Rush was married in Loran Township on the 
8th of January, 1865, to Elizabeth Tipton, daughter 
of Noah and Elizabeth (Wagerman) Tipton. They 
were natives of Pennsylvania, and migrated to the 
West in 1863, settling in Stephenson County. Mr. 
Tipton died in Loran ‘Township in 1870. Mrs. 
Rush was born in Bedford County, Pa., April 9, 
1843. The children born to thera are: Charles H.; 


He remained with 
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Joseph, deceased; Emma, James F., Anna, Edith, 
Martha; Willie, deceased; Maud and John R. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rush are of religious inclinations, 
and are both active members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. R. has been Tax Collector 
of Kent Township, and discharged the duties of 
that office to the eminent satisfaction of the tax- 
payers. He is an intelligent man, and by reading 
the current publications of the day, keeps well in- 
formed of the events of the times. In his political 
affiliations, our subject is a Republican. No family 
is more highly esteemed than that of Mr. Rush. 
Hospitable in a great degree, charitable and gener- 
ous without stint, they are greatly respected by 
their friends and acquaintances. 
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§ UTHER L. MARSH, of Rock Grove Town- 
le ship, is a native of Ohio, having been born 

in Champaign County, Feb. 26,1818. His 
English ancestors had emigrated to America dur- 


ing the Colonial days, making settlement in New - 


Jersey and thereafter participating in the struggle 
which followed, and ranking themselves on the side 
of those who were fighting for their liberties. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject, after serving 
bravely as a Colonial soldier, was drowned in ford- 
ing a stream while exploring the country north of 
the Ohio River. His son David, the father of our 
subject, who was born in New Jersey, was but a 
boy when his parents emigrated to Ohio. He con- 


tinued with them in what was then a Territory until 


the death of the father, assisting in the cultivation 
of the soil, and the improvement of the farm selected 
by his parents as their future home. They had 
been located in Hamilton County, but when David 
was eighteen years old, he persuaded his mother 
to remove to Champaign County, Ohio, and pur- 
chased a farm there, where they lived until 1824. 
In the year above mentioned, David Marsh 
turned his steps toward the farther West, and com- 
ing to this State purchased land near Bloomington, 
where he made a good farm which he occupied 
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until April 26, 1837. He then sold out, and com- 
ing to Stephenson County purchased a claim which 
comprised the whole of section 25, namely 640 
acres. Of this but three or four acres had been 
broken, and the property comprised a mixture of 
prairie and timber land. Mr. Marsh put up a log 
cabin, and with the assistance of his two oxen and 
four horses, began to cultivate the soil. This live- 
stock, in connection with the 150 head of hogs 
which he had driven from McLean County, was 
considered a big start in those days toward the es- 
tablishment of a homestead and its proper appur- 
tenances, The nearest market then was at Galena, 
distant sixty-five miles, Dressed pork then sold at 
$1.50 per hundred, and transportation of course, 
was effected by means cf horses and oxen. ‘The 
father suffered greatly from ill-health, and was un- 
equal to hard labor, he therefore turned his at- 
tention to bee culture, and gave the management: 
of the farm into the hands of his sons. They cul- 
tivated the soil successfully, and peddled each year 


-large quantities of ‘honey, which yielded to the 


lighter labors and watchfulness of the father, a 
handsome sum of money each year. Mr. Marsh 
thus spent his last days quietly, and enjoyed greatly 
watching and caring for the busy little insects who 
explored the timber and the prairie in search of 
wild and unadulterated sweets. He was a man of 
decided opinions, and early in life had identified 
himself with the old Whig party. Upon the disso- 
lution. of that party, he cheerfully wheeled into the 
ranks of the Republicans. He remained at the old 
home until very feeble, and was then brought to 
the home of our subject, where his death took 
place at the age of seventy-six. 

The mother of our subject was in her girlhood, 
Miss Nancy Jones, a native of Virginia, and be- 
came the wife of David Marsh in Champaign 
County, Ohio. This union resulted in the birth of 
nine children, six of whom grew to maturity. Of 
these our subject was the fourth in order of birth. 
He remained under the home roof until thirty-two 
years of age. His childhood and youth had been 
passed after the manner of most farmers’ sons, and 
his education was conducted in the subscription 
schools. When the parents came to Illinois there 
were no school-houses, and a room in the house of 
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David Marsh was set aside for this purpose during 
two winters. Mr. M. assisted in building the first 
school-house in the district. Luther L., in com- 
mon with his brothers, became familiar with the 
various duties about the farm, and followed in the 
footsteps of his father, choosing agriculture as’ his 
vocation. After arriving at the age spoken of, he 
was united in marriage with Miss Mary Potter, the 
wedding taking place at the home of the bride in 
Green County, Wis., Nov. 6, 1851. Mrs. Marsh 
was born in Vermillion County, Ind., in 1832, and 
was the daughter of Isaac and Margaret (Southard) 
Potter, natives of Ohio. They removed to Indi- 
ana after their marriage, and subsequently to LIlli- 
nois, where Mr. Potter followed farming until his 
death. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marsh after their marriage, located 
on the tract of land which constitutes their present 
homestead, and which was entered by our sub- 
ject from the Government. He first put up a log 
cabin, which they occupied two years, and then 


commenced to build the present homestead, add-— 


ing to it as time progressed. His land was mostly 
in timber, and he was occupied for many years in 
felling the trees and bringing the soil to a good 
state of cultivation. While the homestead was be- 
ing built up, the household was also enlarged by 
the birth of six sons and one daughter, of whom 
the record is as follows: Aaron L. was born June 
20, 1852, and died when a lad ten years of age, 
Dec. 10, 1862; Martha S., born Oct. 17, 1854, 
died May 8, 1875; she was married to John Hart- 
man, but only lived about one year, leaving a 
daughter, Sarepta May, who died when about four 
mouths old. Freedom L. was born Sept. 27, 1857; 
Edward H., born Jan. 21, 1860, is married and oc- 
cupies.a part of the homestead which has been 
deeded him by his father; Webster was born May 
18, 1862, and is now married, and also has a farm 
from his father; Arthur L., born April 9, 1865, 
occupies another portion of land given him by his 
father; John W. was born Jan, 9, 1871, and re- 
mains a member of the household. The Marsh 
family have been church people as far back as the 
record is given. ‘The mother of our subject was a 
devoted Methodist, and Mrs. Marsh and her chil- 
dren belonged to the United Brethren Church. 





seven children, of whom the four living are Alta 





Our subject and his boys are all Republicans, al- 
though voting independently in local matters. 
Handsome lithographic portraits of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marsh are shown on another page of this book. 
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prosperous farmer living on section 15, in 

Erin Township. Whatever success he has 
achieved he has made himself. Possessing deter- 
mination of character, much industry and frugality, 
he has risen in the world, and has amassed a com- 
petence. But this has not been gained without 
hard and ufremitting struggles. His parents were 
Daniel and Catharine (Linn) Gilman, both natives 
of Pennsylvania. They came from Union County, 
Pa., to Stephenson County, IIl., in the spring of 
1840, and rented a farm in West Point Township, 
where they lived for two years and then came to 
Erin Township, where they resided till their death. 
The mother died in 1854 and the father in 1857. 
They had five girls and three boys. 

Our subject, the fifth child, was born Aug. 7, 
1829, in Union County, Pa., and came to Stephen- 
son County with his parents when a lad of about 
eleven years. As a boy he saw the privations and 
hardships of the early pioneers in this State, and 
their resolution and force of character was a good 
lesson to him. He has been a resident of Stephen- 
son County since the date named. He was about 
twenty-five years old when he left home to do for 
himself, and then settled on the farm which he now 
owns and occupies, and which consists of 210 acres, 
a large part of which is improved. By frugality 
and industry he has accumulated enough money 
to erect good and substantial buildings on his farm. 

Mr. G. was married, in Elreoy, March 15, 1855, 
to Miss Elmira Ruthrauff, daughter of Solomon 
and Lydia (Hubler) Ruthrauff, who were natives 
of Centre County, Pa. They settled in Stephenson 
County in 1847, locating in Waddams ‘Township, 
where the father died in May, 1879. The mother 
died in Erin Township in November, 1886. Mrs. 
Gilman was born in Centre County, Pa., Dec. 16, 
1834. Mr. and Mrs. Gilman are the parents of 


WF smn GILMAN is an energetic and 
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V., Miriam A., Eugene L. and Claude A. The de- 
ceased children were named Emma I., Cora L. and 
Clarence M. Alta is the wife of F. L. Jones, and 
resides in California; Emma was the wife of Rev. 
R. A. Harwood, and died in Nora, Hl., leaving one 
child—Miriam. 

Mr. Gilman has held some of the school offices 
of the township, and Mrs. Gilman is a member of 
the Methodist Church. 


ILLIAM H. WAGNER is editor and pro- 
prietor of the Deutscher Anzeiger, at 
Freeport, established there by his father 

thirty-four years ago. He struggled at first with 
many difficulties, but after ten years commenced 
making good headway and has a finely equipped 
office with all the facilities for steam printing and 
the material for doing job work with neatness and 
dispatch. His paper is issued cach Wednesday, and 
has become indispensable to the people of that sec- 
tion. It is a neat and well-edited sheet and reflects 
great credit upon its projector, who has labored 
with such persistence and industry and is now reap- 
ing his just reward. r 

Mr. Wagner was born on the other side of the 
Atlantic in the Grand Dukedom of Baden, Germany, 
March 14, 1841. His education. was commenced 
at an early age in his native Province, and in 1852 
he emigrated with his parents to the United States. 
They at once sought the great West and located in 
Freeport, and in the same year William H. began 
his career in a newspaper office. He subsequently 


formed a partnership with his father, William Wag- - 


ner, Sr., which continued until the death of the 
Jatter, in November, 1877, since which time our 
subject has continued alone. ~ 

The business block known as the Anzeiger 
Building is located on the corner of Galena and 
Chicago streets, and is a fine two-story brick, com- 
pleted in October. 1886. It covers an area of 21x 
100 feet and is mostly occupied by the newspa- 


* per and job office of the Anzeiger. This includes 


two cylinder presses for newspaper work and large 
bills, and there are smaller presses and the other 
machinery necessary to a first-class oflice. Mr. 


| Wagner has developed into a business man of ex-. 
| cellent judgment and occupies with his family a 
| handsome home on Carroll street. He was married 
_ to Wilhelmine Seyfarth in 1861, and has seven 
sons, all living. 


2S 0108 


j] ACOB SPRAGUE is one of the reliable and 
steady-going farmers of Harlem Township, 
his farm being located on section 31. He is 
the son of Hiram and. Philinda (Lull) 

Sprague, who were natives of New York State. 
They came from that State to Stephenson County 
about the year 1841, and settled in Erin Township. 
After residing in that township for a time they re- 
moved to Harlem Township, where the father died 
on the 19th of June, 1881. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch had 
twelve children, five girls and seven boys, of whom 
Jacob was the youngest. He was born in Harlem 
Township, Dec. 35, 1853, and availed himself of 
such facilities of securing a common-school educa- 
tion as existed iu those days. He has lived almost 
his entire life in Harlem Township, and has de- 
voted his time exclusively to agricultural pursuits. 
The farm on which he lives consists of seventy- 
five acres, which is under a high state of cultiva- 
tion. 

Mr. Sprague was married in Loran Township, 
Dec. 28, 1882, to Matilda Hoefer, who was born 
and reared in that township. They have three 
children—Augusta M., Ida N. and Ira E. Mrs. 
Sprague is a consistent member of the German 
Methodist Church, and Mr, Sprague is a Repub- 
lican. : 

In Mr. Sprague we find an excellent example for 
young men embarkiug in the field of active life of 
what may be accomplished by a man beginning 
poor but honest, and who is prudent and industri- 
ous. In early life he enjoyed but few advantages. 
His school days were limited, nor had he wealth to 
aid him in starting in life. He has relied solely 
upon his own efforts to win success. Nor has he 
been a success solely in the accumulation of prop- 
erty, but in doing good to others and winning their 
respect and esteem as well. He has always strictly y 
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observed that most important factor in the success- 
ful business life of anyone—honesty. He is a care- 
ful, conscientious man, ever adhering to the dic- 
tates of his conscience in all matters. 


OBIAS ENGLE, one of the most extensive 
6 land-owners and successful farmers of Lan- 
caster Township, is the proprietor of a fine 
estate, embracing 460 acres, all under good culti- 
vation with the exception of about eighty acres, 
which remains practically in its original condition, 
but can be utilized for grazing purposes. The 
homestead of our subject is located on. section 28, 
and includes a handsome brick residence, two 
stories in height, with a large barn and stables, and 
all the outhouses and machinery required by the 
modern agriculturist. The farm stock and imple- 
ments are of first-class description, and the entire 
premises form one of the most attractive spots in 
the landscape of Northern Illinois. Mr. Engle lo- 
cated in this county in the spring of 1851, taking 
up his residence first in Freeport, where he re- 
mained about fifteen years, and later purchased of 
his father, in 1866, the homestead upon which the 
latter had settled fifteen years before. The land 
was then unimproved, but by years of industry 
and a wise economy, the elder Engle transformed 
it into a valuable homestead, which, through the 
later manipulations of his son, has become still 
more beautiful and valuable. 

Tobias Engle was born in Lebanon County, Pa., 
March 9, 1829. His father, Jacob Engle, also a 
native of the Keystone State, was astanch descend- 
ant of his Dutch ancestry, who settled near the 
Mohawk Valley inthe Colonial days, and who were 
offshoots from the branch whose first representa- 
tive in this country was from Holland. . The later 
descendants were distinguished mainly by their 
faithful adherence to the River Brethren Church, 
which at one period attracted considerable atten- 
tion in that section of country. The grandfather 
of our subject, John Engle by name, married a 
lady of similar ancestry to his own, and reared a 
family of sons and daughters in Pennsylvania, and 
she became the mother of Jacob Engle, father of 
Tobias, of our sketch. She died while still ayoung 





. 


woman. The second and last wife of John Engle 
was formerly Mrs. Allison, who was born, reared 
and married in Pennsylvania, and whose people 
have been residents in that State for several gener- 
ations. The probabilities are that John Engle was 
more than ordinarily successful in life, and it is 
known to a certainty that he lived to a ripe old 
age. His son Jacob was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., and after reaching manhood, went over into 
Lebanon County and chose his wife from among 
the maidens of that region. She was Miss Anna 
Myers, a native of that county. After the birth 
of three children, of whom our subject was the 
youngest, they removed from Lebanon to a _ point 
near the old homestead in Lancaster County, where 
they remained residents until after the birth of 
nine more children. Three of the latter are now 
deceased. The eldest daughter married and _ re- 
mained in Lancaster County, but in the spring of 
1851 the parents and seven children came over- 
land, with teams, to this county, and settled for a 
time in the city of Freeport. The father subse- 
quently purchased a farm of 308 acres on section 
28, in Lancaster Township, the cultivation of which 
he carried on, although still making his residence 
at Freeport. In the spring of 1853 he returned 
east as far as Ohio, and finally took up his perma- 
nent abode in Montgomery County, near the city 
of Dayton, where his death took place when he was 
some seventy years of age. He was a good man 
in every sense of the word, generous and kind, a 
model husband and father, and a neighbor and 
friend who could be relied upon in every emer- 
gency. After reaching his majority he became 
identified with the old Whig party, to the doc- 
trines of which he affectionately adhered the re- 
mainder of his life. The wife and mother is now 
living with her son, Abraham, near Dayton, Ohio, 
having reached the advanced age of nearly eighty- 
three years. She belonged to the same church as 
her husband, and was in all respects his suitable 
companion and helpmeet. The parental household 
included ten children, who were named respect- 


ively, Albert H., Jacob M., Tobias, of our sketch, ° 


Charles S., Rose M., Mary, Ida, Emma, Carrie and 
Netta. : 
The subject of this sketch lived in Lancaster 
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County until twenty-five years old, having re- 
ceived a common-school education, and worked 
with his father on the farm. He came with the 
family to Freeport in 1851, and shortly afterward 
engaged in the hardware business in company with 
a partner, and for eight years following was promi- 
nently identified with that branch of trade in this 
section. He finally closed out his stock and took 
up his abode on a tract of land in Silver Creek 
Township, but three years later purchased his 
present farm, which, under ‘his excellent manage- 
ment, has become one of the most desirable home- 
steads in this part of the county. 


Mr. Engle, in the spring of 1859, returned to his | 


native State and was married, in York County, 
April 16 of that year, to Miss Mary A. Myers. 
Mrs. E. was born near the town of York, Jan. 22, 
1828, and remained a resident there until her mar- 
riage. Her father is stilla resident there, making 
his home with his eldest daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Brubaker. He is now nearly eighty-two years of 
age. The mother, who was formerly Miss Mary 
A. Blouser, died in York County in 1882, being 
welladvanced in years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Engle and all their family, with 
the exception of one son, are connected with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Freeport, in which, 
also, Mr. E. is a Steward, and of which he has been 
a liberal and cheerful supporter for many years. 
Mr. E. has held the office of Road Commissioner, 
has been School Director and Trustee, and _politic- 
ally, votes the straight Republican ticket. 


TROT 


4 pILLIAM M. RAYMOND, the subject of 
\jf this sketch, is one of the best known citi- 
zens of Oneco Township. He was born in 
Canada West on the 10th of May, 1834. His 
father was Stephen Raymond, a native of North 
Carolina, who at the age of twenty emigrated to 
Canada West and settled near the River Thames. 
In North Carolina the grandfather of the subject of 
this sketch worked at the pottery trade. 
The father was a sailor and also worked at the 
pottery trade. He also engaged in farming in Can- 
ada West, but just after the revolt in that country 





his property was burned, leaving him destitute. 
With one yoke of oxen and leading one cow, he 
started for the West in 1836, when the subject of 
this sketch was but two years of age. He located 
near Rockford, but on account of malaria, which 
prevailed in those days, only remained there a part 
of one season, when he moved to what was known 
as the Campbell neighborhood, where he lived one 
year. He then took a claim in Walnut Grove of 
160 acres and erected thereon a log cabin. While 
engaged in building and pottery-making, his wife 
died. After securing homes for his children he 
abandoned pottery-making for a time and engaged 
in mining and well-digging, but subsequently oper- 
ated a pottery north of Monroe. Having sold his 
farm in Walnut Grove he bought one at Monroe 
and then married again, to Mrs. Elizabeth Worley, 
a widowed daaghter of Mr. Bowman, of Kentucky, 
He remained there until 1851, at which time the 
gold fever broke out in California, when he left 
his family and with one of his step-sons went to 
that State, where he engaged for a time in milling, 
but that business not agreeing with him he con- 
cluded to seek his fortune by digging for gold. 
While mining he realized a profit of $7 per day 
out of his claim but had to abandon it on ac- 
count of ill-health. When he returned home he 
sold his place and went to Grant County, Wis., 
where he spent the last days of his life, dying at 
the age of seventy-two. ‘The mother of the sub- 
ject of this sketch was Fanny Smith, daughter of 
the Smith family of Pennsylvania. She was born 
in 1804 and died in 1840. As far as known her 
people were farmers. i 

William M. Raymond was married on the 4th 
of July, 1861, to Miss H. Jane Van Matre, daugh- 
ter of William Van Matre, whose father was Jo- 
seph Van Matre, and whose family was the oldest 
in the county. The wife was born Feb. 10, 1841. 
They have five children living: Olive, Mrs. M. M. 
Fenner of Freeport; Farmer B., married and lives 
on first farm west; Emma, Willie B., and Remem- 
ber Jane, two years old, whom the wife calls Min- 
nie, between whose age and the next oldest there 
isa lapse of twelve years. ‘They are blessed with 
grandchildren, eight years of age. Mr. Raymond 
has served eleven years as School Director and has 





iin Se 














Y 

















578 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








filled other local offices. He is a member of the 
‘Democratic party. He and the older children be- 
long to the Christian Church, in which organization 
he has long been a Deacon. He is active in church 
work, and esteemed in both town and county by 
those who know him best. 


The father of Mr. Raymond indentured him to — 


a farmer at the age of ten years, with whom he 
staid until the man died; he then leased the farm, 
consisting of 212 acres, which he managed until it 
was sold. In the meantime, he had secured a small 
farm which he sold and applied the proceeds of the 
sale to the purchase of the farm on which he was 
raised. The deferred payments in the purchase of 
this farm were two years apart, but Mr. Raymond 
always met the payments before they became due. 
Hs should have shared with the heirs of the man by 
whom he was adopted, but did not, receiving only 
$70 in money for ten years’ service, $40 of which 
was cash, and a colt, which rightfully belonged to 
him, was computed as $30. The old house in which 
he was reared is still standing, and will be trans- 
formed into a feed and grinding room. 


Sli 


ILAS GAGE, familiarly known by the peo- 
ple of Winslow and vicinity as one of the 
earliest settlers of this county, first opened 
his eyes to the light in the town of Silver 

Lake, Susquehanna Co., Pa., Nov. 7, 1813. His 
father, Isaac Vail Gage, was a native of Schoharie 
County, N. Y., and his grandfather, who emigrated 
from England while a young man, was one of the 
earliest settlers in the vicinity of Duanesburg, N. 
Y., where he opened a hotel and continued to re- 
side during his natural life. There with his excel- 
lent wife he reared a family, and there Isaac Gage, 
the father of our subject, grew to manhood and 
became acquainted with his future wife, Miss Polly 
Lozier, who was born in that vicinity Her father 
was in the Revolutionary War seven years, after 
which he located in Duanesburg, where he spent 
the remainder of his days. 

After his marriage Isaac Gage, with his young 
y wife, moved to Pennsylvania during the early set- 





tlement of Susquehanna County, and assisted in 
building up the town of Silver Lake. He first pur- 
chased a tract of timber land where he cleared a 
good farm, and lived until-after the death of his 
wife. While the late Civil War was in progress he 
left that region and came to the West, spending 
the last years of his life in Winslow Township, 
where he died in 1878. The eleven children of 
the parental family included three sons and eight 
daughters. 

Our subject was the second child and eldest son 
of his parents. He assisted his father in clearing 
the farm in Pennsylvania and in- tilling the soil, 
remaining in his native State until the spring of 
1835, then, starting for the West, he first em- 
barked on a raft on the Allegheny, whence he 
moved up the Ohio to Cincinnati, where he took a 
steamer to Galena. After six weeks spent in Jo 
Daviess County, he came over the line into Stephen- 
son on foot, crossing the Pecatonica River on the 
15th of May. He was still unmarried, and made 
his home at various places in the neighborhood 
where he now lives. There was at that time one 
log cabin on the present site of Winslow. Free- 
port was nowhere, and there were no indications of 
the village of Lena for twenty years afterward. 
Young Gage worked by the month, lived econom- 
ically and saved his wages, and in due time pur- 
chased a yoke of oxen and made a claim to the land 
which constitutes his present homestead. In 1836 
he erected a log cabin on his claim, the lumber 
being sawed at a Winslow mill. This dwelling, 
which was destined to furnish a home to his future 
family, was erected after the fashion of those days, 
with a “shake” roof, but with a plank floor, the 
first of the kind in the county. A large fireplace 
extended nearly across one side, and the chimney 
was built without of mud and sticks. To this mod- 
est abode he conducted his bride in November of 
that year, and they commenced housekeeping, 
probably more happy and contented than thousands. 
in these later days who are struggling so desper- 
ately to keep up with the “fashions.” This dwell- 
ing also constituted the early home of their children 
who were born beneath its roof and played about 
the doors shaded by hop vines, until in 1857, when 
the erection of a more modern structure was begun, 
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which in due time took the place of the pioneer 
cabin. 

When Mr. Gage first located in Winslow Town- 
ship, the nearest market and depot for supplies was 
at Galena, whose mines’ were being worked by 
numbers of men, requiring for their sustenance the 
farm produce which was raised in that vicinity. 
Wild game was plenty, andincluded deer, bear and 
turkey in such numbers as to be almost trouble- 
some. It was not many years, however, before the 
advancing feet of civilization frightened away these 
denizens of the forest, until their meat became a 
luxury difficult-to obtain. 

The wife of Mr. Gage was formerly Miss Harriet 
M. Eells, and they were married Noy. 9, 1836. 
Mrs, G. is a native of Chautauqua County, N. Y., 
born July 6, 1821, and the daughter of James and 
Harriet (Gaylord) Eells, of whom mention is made 
in the sketch of William H. Eells on another page 
in this Atsum. Of the children born of this union, 
five are living, namely: Isaac V. and Amon, of 
Winslow ‘Township; Amelia, the wife of W. W. 
Wright; Ellen. Mrs. William Farnum, and Mary, 
who remains on the homestead. Harriet died in 
1841, when thirteen years old, and Henry in 1865, 
aged three. Araminta became the wife of George 
Chawgo, and died in Winslow Township when 
twenty-seven years of age. John G. died when 
nineteen years old, and Phoebe when twenty-seven. 
When first exercising the right of suffrage Mr. 
Gage was a member of the old Whig party, but 
when that was supplanted by the Republican party 
he endorsed the principles of the latter, with which 
he has since voted. Religiously, his family are 
members and regular attendants of the United 
Brethren Church. d 


DOLPH H. MELLENBERNDT, a success- 
7 ful dealer in, and manufacturer of harness 











and saddlery, at Rock City, is also carry- 
@ ing on atrade in agricultural implements in 
partnership with D. G. Lashell. He came to this 
town comparatively a poor man, and since 1884 
has built up a good business, and is now the owner 





of valuable property in the village. He is a skill- 
ful workman, and carries a well selected stock of 
everything pertaining to the first mentioned de- 
partment of trade. 

Our subject is a native of Rock Run Township 
and was born Feb. 25, 1863. His father, whose 
Christian name was August, is still living on a farm 
in Rock Run Township. He was born in Germany, 
whence he emigrated after his marriage, to this 
country and came directly West, locating on the 
farm which he now. occupies. That he has pros- 
pered on this side of the Atlantic is shown by the 
fact that he owns another farm in this township, 
and 120 acres of valuable timber. The mother of 
our subject died at her home in Rock Run Town- 
ship when her son, our subject, was a child seven 
years of age. His father was subsequently mar- 
ried again, and Adolph H. remained under the 
home roof until starting out to learn harness-mak- 
ing. He served his first apprenticeship under the 
instruction of Frank Cronemiller, and afterward 
engaged with F. A. Yone, of Durand, Ill., with 
whom he remained four years. He then came to 
Rock City where he has been prospered, and while 
building up a good business, has also established 
himself in the confidence and esteem of the people. 
He is still unmarried. Religiously, he is a mem- 
ber in good standing of the German Lutheran 
Church, and socially belongs to the M. W. A. 
Politically, he affiliates with the Republican party. 

A lithographic view of Messrs. Mellenberndt & 
Lashell’s business block is shown on another page. 


Be 


YRON L. PICKARD is a farmer in com- 

1) fortable circumstances, living in Erin Town- 

( ship. His parents were John W. and 
‘SY Margaret (Allen) Pickard. The father was 
born in Cayuga County, N. Y., Aug. 12, 1818, 
while his wife first saw light in Brockville, Canada, 
July 21, 1821. John W. Pickard came to Ste- 
phenson County when he was about twenty-one 
years old, with his mother, Julia (Coleman) Pick- 
ard. ‘They settled in the northern part of Erin 
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Township, where the mother continued to reside 
until her death. John W. married Margaret Allen, 
who came to Stephenson County with her parents 
in 1841, locating in Erin’ Township, where they 
died. After John W. Pickard married, he and his 
wife located in the northern part of Erin Township, 
where they lived for several years. They then re- 
moved to the residence of our subject, where 
the father died in May, 1883. The mother still 
survives, and resides in Erin'Township. They had 
a family of six children—William H., Byron L., 
Criscilda J.. Mary E., George O. and Martha E. 
William resides in Erin Township; Byron is the 
subject of this sketch; Criscilda was the wife of 
John Wagner, and died in Iowa; Mary died when 
sixteen years old; George resides in Lena; Martha 
was the wife of R. S. Hartzell, and died in Erin 
Township. 

The subject of our sketch was born on section 1, 
Erin Township, July 28, 1844. He was reared on 
a farm, received a common-school education, and 
has always been engaged in agricultural pursuits. 
He has been a resident of Erin Township since his 
birth, and has prospered in his business. Com- 
mencing life with nothing he has amassed a compe- 
tency, being now the owner of 175 acres of valua- 
ble land, upon which he has erected good buildings, 
and considerably improved the property. He was 
married in Freeport, Ill., April 6, 1871, to Miss 
Hattie A. Brigham, daughter of Hiram W. and 
Mary Z. (Sutliff) Brigham, the father being a na- 
tive of New York State, and the mother of Con- 
necticut. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brigham, after their marriage, first 
settled in New York State, afterward removing to 
Wayne County, Pa., where they lived until the 
fall of 1869, when they came to Stephenson County 
and settled in Freeport, where they died. The 
father, a farmer by occupation, died Noy. 21, 
1874, and the mother Sept. 11, 1884. They had 
ten children, as follows: Joseph W., Mary A., 
Amy S., George S., Webster, Hiram, Carrie, Tru- 
man, Hattie A. and Luther A. Joseph died in 
Wayne County, Pa.; Mary is the wife of George 
I. Piersol, and resides in Ida County, lowa; Amy 
S. is the wife of William F. Preston, and resides in 
Freeport; George resides in Wayne County, Pa.; 





Webster died when twelve years old; Hiram died 
in infaney; Carrie is the wife of George H. Wood, 
and resides in Freeport; Truman was a member of 
Co. I, 84th Pa. Vol. Regt., and died at Fredericks- 
burg, Va.; Luther resides at Freeport. 

Hattie A., the wife of our subject, was born in 
Wayne County, Pa., Sept. 17, 1845, and came to 
Stephenson County with her parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Pickard are the parents of three children 
—Charlie M., Bertie E. and Mamie E. Mr. Pick- 
ard in politics is a Republican, and has held some 
of the minor offices of the township. Both he 
and his wife are attendants of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

A lithographic view of Mr. Pickard’s home 
ornaments another page of this ALBuM. 


SEEIES- 


r\ AVID G. LASHELL represents, at Rock 
) Run City, the agricultural implement trade, 
Ay, and is also Secretary of the Farmers’ Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company, of Rock 
Run Township. He established himself in trade 
here in the spring of 1887, where he has since oper- 
ated successfully and is building up a_ profitable 
patronage. He has had considerable experience 
asa merchant, and was for some time connected 
with J. H. Graham, the lumber dealer. He is wide- 
awake and energetic, a man of good business ca- 
pacities, and bids fair to become prominent in the 
various interests of this section. He is yet on the 
sunny side of forty, and is one of the rising mem- 
bers of the community of whom much is expected 
in the future. 
Mr. Lashell was born in Jefferson Township, 
Stephenson County, Sept. 24, 1848. His father, 


; Robert Lashell, was astanch Pennsylvania farmer, 


who first opened his eyes in the Keystone State in 
1823. While yet a lad he came with his father, 
George Lashell, to Illinois. The latter took up a 
tract of Government land in Jefferson Township 
before it had been surveyed, and succeeded in de- 
veloping a good farm, which he occupied the 
balance of his days. He was considered remark- 
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ably successful for those times, and possessed the 
thorough and systematic business methods which 
seldom fail to meet with success. He was twice 
married, his second wife having been Miss Susan 
_ Auren, who still survives, making her home at 
Loran, in this county. 

Robert Lashell, the father of our subject, came 
to this State a single man and located with his 
father in Jefferson Township. He began early in 
life to set about the establishment of a home of his 
own, one of the most important steps toward that 
end being his marriage with Miss Elizabeth Gra- 
ham. The mother of our subject was born in 
Pennsylvania, and was a lady of great strength of 
character, and possessed to an eminent degree the 
Christian virtues of kindness and charity. She is 
still living, being now sixty-three years of age, and 
makes her home with one of her daughters in Ster- 
ling, Kan. The elder Lashell, after his marriage, 
located in Rock City, and in 1858 engayed in general 
merchandising in partnership with J. H. Graham. 
They continued together until 1863, and then 
Robert Lashell removed to Rock Grove City, 
where he carried on a similar business and where 
his death took place in 1865. He was a Lutheran 
in religion and a Republican in politics, and bore 
the reputation of a reliable business man and a de 
sirable citizen. 

The subject of our sketch was the only son and 
second child of his parents, whose household in- 
cluded besides himself seven daughters, three of 
whom died in infancy. David G., our subject, 
was educated in the district schools and at Cedar- 
ville, and remained under the home roof until his 
marriage, Aug. 31,1876. The lady destined to 
become the sharer of his fortunes was Miss Mary 
Raymer, who became his wife at the home of her 
parents in Rock City. She is the daughter of 
George and Catharine Raymer, old settlers of this 
county, her father being engaged in farming pur- 
suits. Mrs. Lashell was born in Rock Run Town- 
ship Sept. 14, 1857, and has become the mother of 
three sons and one daughter, namely, Robert, 
George, Daniel and Mary. 

In 1887 Mr. Lashell became associated in part- 
nership with Adolph H. Mellenberndt, a thorough 





patronage of the best residents of Rock Run Town- 
ship. Our subject is Republican in politics, and 
has officiated as School Treasurer, Township Col- 
lector, and in various other positions assigned him 
by his fellow-citizens. In religious matters he is 
identified with the Evangelical Church. 

The publishers of this work are pleased to give 
a view of Messrs. Mellenberndt & Lashell’s busi- 
ness block on another page. 
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R. YOUNG is a leading general merchant 
of Dakota, at which place he has been act- 
ively engaged in business since 1876. At 
that time he became connected with a Mr. 
Brown, who was his business associate for five years, 
when Mr. Young purchased the interest of his part- 
ner and continued business on his own account. 
His mercantile career has been very successful. 

The subject of this narrative was born on the 
old homestead in Lancaster Township, Dec. 23, 
1849, his father being Captain William Young, 
whose biography appears elsewhere in this book. 
He inherits from his sire many of the latter’s 
sterling qualities, including the persistence so 
largely developed in his progenitor. The early 
life of our subject was mostly spent at home, al- 
though he was educated in Fulton County, and 
early manifested trading instincts, taking naturally 
to business and giving early evidence of the quali- 
ties necessary in a successful business career. In 
the years 1873 and 1874 he was engaged in general 
merchandising in Viroqua, Jones Co., Iowa. On 
leaving that place he came here, where he engaged 
in business, and was also appointed Postmaster 
of the town. ‘This office he held until the present 
administration came into power. 

Mr. Young was married in December, 1873, at 
Freeport, to Miss Olive Rodearmel. Mrs. Young was 
born in Jersey Shore, Lycoming Co., Pa., and is a 
daughter of H. D. Rodearmel, Esq., a native of Penn- 
sylvania, who is the present Postmaster at this place. 
Mr. Rodearmel was educated in Pennsylvania, and 
is of German descent. He married Miss Ann 
Wolf, who was of German ancestry, and was reared 


business man like himself, and they command the | in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Young was in her girlhood 
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when her parents came from Pennsylvania to this 
county. They located at Freeport, Ill., and there 
the mother died in 1880. After the death of the 
mother Mr. R. resided with his daughter, Mrs. 
Young. She is well educated, having attended the 
High School at Freeport, and acquired some of the 
ornamental branches there as well as those of a 
more substantial character. Her home was in 
Freeport until her marriage. She is the mother of 
five children, namely, Harry E., Anna, Edna, 
Martha and Charles. With his natural foresight 
and sagacity Mr. Young has admirably adminis- 
tered to the needs of a growing family, and has 
also kept his business upon a solid footing. He 
takes an active interest in local politics and uni- 
formly votes the Republican ticket. 


OHN ERFERT, one of the leaders in the gro- 
| cery trade at Freeport, has been actively 
identified with its business interests for a 
period of thirty years, and is now numbered 
among its most valued citizens, and one who has 
contributed largely to its mercantile interests. He 
commenced life at the foot of the ladder, dependent 
upon his own resources, and is now the owner of a 
fine property, and in his business commands the 
patronage of a large proportion of the solid resi- 
dents of the city. 

Our subject is a native of the Kingdom of Prus- 
sia, where he was born Jan. 14, 1835. His parents, 
Christian and Sophia (Zeggel) Erfert, were also of 
German birth and parentage, and in accordance 
with the laws and customs of their native Prussia, 
placed their son in school when he was a little lad 
six years of age, and kept him there until he was 
fourteen. He thus acquired a good education in 
his native tongue, and afterward served an appren- 
ticeship at the carpenter’s trade, and worked six 
months as a journeyman, in the meantime traveling 
over different portions of his native Province. The 
result of his labors not being entirely satisfactory, 
and there being very little prospect of anything 
better on his native soil, he determined to cross the 
Atlantic to the land which was holding out great 
inducements to the enterprising emigrant. Ac- 








cordingly, bidding adieu to his boyhood friends and 
the associations of his childhood, he embarked on a 
sailing-vessel at Hamburg, and after a voyage of 
nine weeks, landed at Quebec, Canada. He there 
engaged in brick-making for a short time. and then 
proceeded across the St. Lawrence into the States, 
and making his way westward, landed in Chicago. 
He stopped there, however, only long enough to- 
view the city, which was very much sinaller than it 
is at the present time, and then took up his abode 
in Elmhurst, eighteen miles distant. He was there 
employed as a carpenter two years, and afterward 
occupied himself for a like time in the city of Chi- 
cago. In January, 1857, he migrated to this county, 
and engaged at his trade of carpentering in Free- 
port until starting out on a trip to the farther West. 
Crossing the Mississippi, he stopped for a time at 
Leavenworth, Kan., where, however, he remained 
but a short time, subsequently returning to this 
county, and finally establishing himself in a restaur- 
ant and bakery at Monroe, Wis. He was thus oc- 
cupied between three and four years, when return- 
ing to Freeport, he rented a flouring-mill, which he 
operated ayear. His next venture was in the livery 
business in which he continued ten months. In 
1866 he established himself in his present business, 
which he has since conducted successfully. He 
keeps a large and well-selected stock of goods, and 
gives employment to three men. 

The wife of our subject was formerly Miss Na- 
talia Mueller, a native of Prussia, born July 9, 1843, 
and the daughter of Christian and Dora Mueller, 
natives of Prussia, and now residents of Freeport. 
They were married at the home of the bride, Nov. 
18, 1860, and are the parents of seven children, two 
sons and five daughters, namely, Fred, who was 
married to Jessie Streamer, of Lancaster, Jan. 22, 
1885; Ida, the wife of Jacob Kerch, of Freeport, 
married Sept. 24, 1884; Alma, Birdie, Natalia, 
Walter B. and Clara. , 

The family residence is a convenient and com- 
fortable building, located at the corner of Carroll and 
Prospect streets, amidst tastefully laid-out grounds, 
and indicative in its surroundings of cultivated 
tastes and ample means. Mr. Erfert also owns his 
business house, which is a substantial brick build- 
ing, 20x80 feet in area, and three stories in height, 
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He has been quite prominent in municipal affairs, 
representing the Third Ward two years as Alder- 
man and was elected a member of the County 
Board of Supervisors in 1875. Socially he belongs 
to the Masonic fraternity, and politically casts his 
vote with the Democratic party. 


Sr PD Ie Sas 


7) AMES B. TIMMS, whose fine and well- 
equipped farm is located on section 36 of 
Kent Township, comes of pioneer stock, his 
parents being James and Lucy (Mann) 
Timms. His father was a native of South Caro- 
lina, and his mother of Cayuga County, N. Y., 
where they. were married. In the year 1826 they 
settled in Galena, Ill., where they lived for a time 
and then moved into the country. ‘The father was 
a soldier in the Black Hawk War, and belonged to 
the garrison iu Funk’s Fort. He was a farmer by 
occupation, and with his family moved from Jo 
Daviess County to Stephenson County in 1835, and 
settled in Kent Township, where they lived most of 
the time until the parents’ death. The father died in 
Lena, Aug. 23, 1863, and the mother in Kent 
Township, Oct. 30,1853. They had six children, 
four boys and two girls. 

James-B. Timms, our subject, was the eldest of 
the children, and was born in Jo Daviess County, 
Ili., on the 6th of June, 1831. é He wasreared on a 
farm, and remained at home until he was twenty- 
four years of age, when he settled in Kent Town- 
ship, where he yet resides. His first purchase of 
land was 120 acres, which he has increased until he 
now owns 300 acres, the greater portion of which 
is highly cultivated. All the buildings and appur- 
tenances of the farm are first-class. Situated one- 
half mile east of the Black Hawk monument on 
the line of the Minnesota & Northwestern Railroad, 
one and one-half miles east of Kent Station, he 
has a magnificent view of the railroad for many 
miles each way. 

Mr. Timms was married in Freeport, IIl., on the 
27th of March, 1854, to Christina Gable, daughter 
of Jacob and Elizabeth Gable. She was born in 


Union County, Pa., March 20, 1836. Her parents | 


reside in Loran ‘Township. Mr. and Mrs. Timms 


have nine children — Adelaide, Lucy J., Harvey 
N., Olive, George W., Susan, Elizabeth, Albert 
N.and Maud L. Adelaide is the widow of W. W. 
Deisher, and resides in Kent Township; Lucy is the 
wife of John Kimman, and resides in Kansas; Olive 
is the wife of Abraham Keiller, and resides at Kent 
Station, Stephenson County. Mr. Timms is a mem- 
ber of Freeport Chapter No. 23, R. A. M. He is 
an enthusiastic Republican. 

"Mr. Timms has the honor of being the originator 
of the Black Hawk monument, which has been built 
in Kent Township to commemorate the services, 
deeds and death of the sixteen men who lost their 
lives in this township in the Black Hawk War. 
This war, waged by Black Hawk, the chief of the 
Sac nation, against the Indians friendly to the 
United States and the white settlers, is one of the 
great epochs in the early history of Lllinois, and 
the defeat of Black Hawk and his followers by the 
forces of the United States Army, under command 
of Maj. John Demint, at that place, June 25. 
1832, opened to settlement all Northern Illinois and 
Wisconsin. The men who lost their lives in com- 
batting Black Hawk are properly considered heroes, 
and a monument to their memory is exceedingly 
appropriate. 

From 1868 to 1876 Mr. Timms was engaged in 
the nursery business in Freeport, and was an ex- 
tensive dealer in nursery stock. Since then his 
principal business has been farming and stock-rais- 
ing, handling stock quite extensively. He keeps 
about seventy-five to 100 head of cattle, 100 to 
150 hogs, and ten to fifteen horses all the time. 


SS 


SCAR V. MUNN, insurance agent and dealer 

in real estate, in Freeport, has a conveniently 

equipped office at No. 123 Stephenson street, 

and is representing some of the best companies in 

the United States. He is adjuster for several Chi- 

cago and western companies, and has had an ex- 

perience of thirty-seven years, which, with his nat- 

| ural adaptability to this branch of business, has 
| contributed to make his services valuable. 

| Mr. Mann was born near Ogdensburg. in St. 





| Lawrenee County, N. Y., June 4, 1820. His parents, 
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Abel and Susannah (Barnum) Munn, were natives 


of Vermont, the latter born in Addison County. | 
The paternal grandfather of our subject was a 


Captain in the Revolutionary War. The Munn 
family is of Scotch ancestry, the original stock emi- 
grating from the Highlands in the seventeenth cent- 


ury. Grandfather Stephen Barnum was of English | 


descent, and was one of the earliest settlers of Con- 
necticut. Abel Munn, the father of our subject, 
removed after his marriage, and was a resident of 
St. Lawrence County, N. Y., until 1848. He then 
came to this county, locating in Lancaster Town- 
ship, where his death occurred in 1856. ‘The family 
which then remained consisted of the mother with 
four sons and one daughter. ‘The latter, Mary A., 
is the wife of A. W. Hart, of Freeport. The boys 
were named respectively, Orin B.; Oscar V., our 
subject; Lucius W. and Loyal L. 

Mr. Munn passed his boyhood and youth on the 
farm in his native county, receiving his education 
in the district school, and remained with his parents 
until eighteen years old. He then went to Ver- 
mont and worked on a farm twelve years. He 
came to this county in 1850, bringing with him his 
wife and sou. He bad been married in Addison 
County, Vt., in January, 1847, to Miss Lydia F. 
Sunderland, and they became the parents of one 


child, Leslie A., who is now a traveling salesman for | 


a stove house in Buffalo, N. Y. Mr. Munn at one 
time served as Assessor of Freeport, but, aside from 
that, has had little to do with public affairs. He is 
a decided Republican, politically, and the active 
supporter of those measures tending to the well-be- 
ing of the community. 


eS Se Ny) 
OHN DIRKSEN is a successful farmer and 


@ Township, and owns land elsewhere on sec- 

tion 15. He owns in all 200 acres of well- 
improved land. Mr. Dirksen came to this township 
and county in 1855, and has lived on two different 
farms since that time. He emigrated to this coun- 
try in 1848, first stopping in the great metropolis, 
‘New York City, and thinking he would make that 
place his home, manfully followed his trade of 
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| 





blacksmith there, which he had learned in Germany. 
He was born in Hanover in the city of Emden, a 
principality of that Empire, Oct. 9, 1824. His 
father, Sieffke Dirksen, seeing the success of his son 
in the New World, came here in 1850, two years 
after John’s arrival. In 1852, he came out to IIli- 
nois, locating in Ridott Township, Stephenson 
County, and died there in 1873, aged eighty-four 
years. The mother, whose maiden name was Betsy 
Eckhoff, and who had accompanied her husband to 
this country, died in Ridott Township in 1856 at 
the age of sixty-three years. She and her husband 
were both members of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. 

Mr. John Dirksen was educated in his native 
Kingdom, passing his boyhood there. His father 
was a silversmith, but John learned the trade of 
blacksmith. His devotion as a humble follower 
of Vulcan lasted four years, from the time he was 
fourteen until he was eighteen years of age, and he 
learned the craft under his older brother Direckns’ 
tutelage. When he had arrived at eighteen years 
‘of age he became a journeyman, and continued to 
work in that capacity for his brother for a period 
of four years and then one year in Bremen. He 
then came to the United States, and at once began 
work again at his trade. We have before hinted 
at the struggle which John had at the outset of his 
career in this country. Nothing daunted, however, 
he found some acquaintances from the Fatherland in 
the New World who cheered him onward in his 
daily struggles. Thus he met and wooed Miss 
Nyskea Slater, also of his native city, having been 
born there Jan. 6, 1827, and to whom he was mar- 
ried in New York City, Aug. 24, 1850. 

Mrs. D. came of good German stock, her parents 
being Beba and Mary (Ornen) Slater. They were 


| also natives of Hanover and the father was a baker 
stock-raiser living on section 14 in Ridott | 


by trade. They came to the Unted States with 
their family in the year 1855, finally locating in 
Ridott Township, Stephenson County, where the 
father died in 1861, aged sixty-five, and the mother, - 
Oct. 29, 1882, aged eighty-seven. The father was 
a Lutheran, while his wife was a member of the 
Dutch Reformed Church. 

Mrs. Dirksen was the eldest of four children, two 
sons and two daughters, all of whom are now liv- 
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ing, and was twenty-two years old when she came 
to the United States. She is the foster mother of 
three children—John, Almena and Riecus. The 
family are members of the Presbyterian Church, 
and attend worship in Ridott Township. In poli- 
tics Mr. Dirksen isa Democrat. A handsome litho- 
graphic view of Mr. Dirksen’s home is shown on 
another page of this work. 


ev AeLLOORE NE DITION Vw 


ILLIAM M. MILLER, whose farm lies on 
\f section 34 of Kent Township, sprang from 
the Miller family of Columbia County, 
Pa. His parents wére John and Catherine (Moore) 
Miller, who were natives respectively of that and 
Luzerne Counties, and were reared and married in 
Columbia County. They both died in Carbon 
County, Pa. The father was a farmer and teacher, 
and during his life followed several other occupa- 
tions. ‘Chey had thirteen children, ten boys and 
three girls. 

William M. Miller, whose sketch is herewith 
given, was the fourth child. He was born in 
Northampton County, Pa., on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, 1826. His residence in Pennsylvania was in 
Carbon and Luzerne Counties until he came West. 
While living in Pennsylvania he found his principal 
occupation in the lumber regions of that State. In 
the spring. of 1869 he set out for the West, and 
came almost directly to Stephenson County, settling 
in Kent Township, where he has since been a resi- 
dent, and all the time engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. His farm consists of 170 acres, 140 of which 
are improved. He has a good residence, barn, and 
all necessary out-buildings for the storing of grain 
and shelter of stock, 

Mr. Miller was married at Beaver Meadow, Car- 
bon Co., Pa., on the 17th of June, 1847, to 
Martha Stivers, who was born in Wilkes Barre, 


Luzerne Co., Pa. on the 25th of December, . 


1826. ‘They have had eight children—Emma C., 
James A., Matilda, Alice, William H., Lizzie A., 


Jesse F. and Minnie. Emma C. is the wife of | 


Frank H. Pitcher, and resides in Kansas; James 
married Catherine Auman, and resides in Nebraska; 
Matilda died when she was but two years of age; 








Alice married Frank Keister, and resides in Kent — 
Township; William married Catherine Fraser, and 
resides in Nebraska; Lizzie is the wife of Harrison 
Willet, and resides in Kansas; Jesse married Mary 
Allison, of Kent Township; Minnie is at home with 
her father. 

Mrs. Miller died in Kent Township on the 14th 
of October, 1883. She was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and died as she had 
lived, a Christian in every sense of the word. Mr. 
M. is also an attendant of the same church. On 
account of his peculiar fitness for the position, Mr. 
Miller has been chosen the Director of Schools in 
his district. 


RR ee 


OSEPH B. SMITH, for many years a Justice 
| of the Peace in Freeport, retired from the 
| office some time ago and now simply attends 

to his duties as Notary Public. He came to 
Freeport in July, 1846, and for a period of over 
forty years has had good opportunity to note the 
advancement of Stephenson County and the great 
West. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Andrew Jackson, and since that time has continued 
a strong supporter of the Democratic party and is 
one of the warmest friends of the present adminis- 
tration. 

Mr. Smith was born in Otsego County, N. Y., 
April 4, 1810. His parents, Archibald and Polly 
(Briggs) Smith, were natives respectively of Rhode 
Island and Vermont, the father born Sept. 2, 1784, 
and the mother in 1789. Archibald Smith departed 
this life at Keosauqua, Iowa, in October, 1847, and 
the mother at her home in New Berlin, N. Y., in 
1826, aged thirty-seven years. The maternal 
grandfather of our subject served as a Captain in 
the Revolutionary War and was in the battle of 
Bennington. After the independence of the Colo- 
nies had been established he located in the town of 
Pittsfield, Otsego County, where his death took 
place March 29, 1832, after he had reached the 
advanced age of eighty-two years. Both the Briggs 
and Smith families are of English origin. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject, Jonathan 
Smith, was born in Rhode Island, followed farming 
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the greater part of his life, and died there at the 
age of ninety years. 

The parents of our subject, when he was quite 
young, removed from Otsego to Chenango County, 
N. Y., where he was réared to manhood and at- 
tended the district school. He came West and 
located in Freeport when it was but a hamlet, and 
engaged in the clothing and tailoring business for 
three years. In 1848, he was elected School Com- 
missioner of Stephenson County, which office he 
held three years, and in 1852 was elected Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, holding this office four years. He 
was the candidate of the Democratic party for a 
second term but was defeated with the rest of his 
ticket, it being the time when the Kansas trouble 
changed in a great measure the political sentiments 
of the country. Mr. Smith, however, ran 200 votes 
ahead of his ticket, a fact that signalized his stand- 
ing in the community. He afterward represented 
Freeport in the County Board of Supervisors, and 
after becoming Justice of the Peace retained the 
office until refusing to qualify. He was afterward 
appointed City Clerk, and at the end of his first 
term was re-elected. His time is now mainly 
occupied in conveyancing, which business he car- 
ries on in a neat office at the corner of Stephenson 
street and Galena avenue. 

Mr. Smith has been four times married. His 
first wife was Miss Sallie A. Bradford, a direct 
descendant of William Bradford, Governor of the 
Plymouth Colony. She died Feb, 13, 1834, leav- 


ing one daughter, Anna Augusta, who married — 


James P. Burnside, of Freeport, and died there 
in June, 1856, leaving a son and daughter. The 
second wife of Mr. Smith was Miss Jane Stoneman. 
They were married at New Berlin, N. Y., in 
November, 1837, and Mrs. Smith died soon after 
they became residents of Freeport, in January, 
1850. Of this union there were born four children, 
two of whom died in infancy, and two, Jane and 
Edward C., died after reaching maturity. Both 
married, and left children, Mr. Smith was again 
married, May 13, 1851, to Mrs. Ann G. (Goodell) 


Bradford. Mrs. Ann G. Smith died May 14, 1879, 
at Freeport. Of this marriage there were no chil- 
dren. 


The present wife of our subject was formerly 
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Miss Frances J. Ford, and they were married in 
July, 1880. They occupy a snug home on North 
Galena avenue, and as the natural result of the long 
residence of our subject in Freeport and vicinity, 
he numbers among his friends and acquaintances a 
large proportion of its people. He was one of the 
original members of Winneshiek Lodge, I. O. O. F. 


090 D001 


ANIEL RIEM, of Oneco Township, was 
| born in Union County, Pa., Feb. 20, 1806. 
AA He is the son of George Riem, whose father 
was also named George, and who laid out 
a town in Pennsylvania, which was named after 
him. The grandfather of our subject was a farmer, 
and being a first-class mechanic besides, built a 
number of cider-mills, which were in great request 
at that time in Pennsylvania. The father of our 
subject was born in Berks County, Pa., in 1771. 
Tn his early days he attended subscription schools, 
worked on a farm, at carpenter and joiner work, 
and helped his father in the mill. 

Our subject’s father lived at home until he mar- 
ried Miss Magdelina Barnhart. Her people were 
farmers, and also came from Pennsylvania, where 
her ancestors were old settlers, and narratives 
about them are told in which brushes with Indians 
figure, the aborigines being inhabitants of the State 
at that time. Our subject’s father never left Union 
County. He farmed about twenty acres, and 
worked at his trade of a miller, but was principally 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, the family all hav- 
ing been a race of farmers. He being also a man 
of some mechanical ingenuity, had a carpenter’s 
shop, hired a cabinet-maker, and pursued the busi- 
ness of an undertaker. He died in 1861, at the ad- 
vanced age of ninety years. 

Daniel Riem lived with his parents until he was 
twenty-three years old, helping his father, and 
learning the cabinet-maker’s trade. All the school- 
ing he obtained was received by attending the 
subscription schools at intervals of a month or two 
atatime. After leaving home, he lived in one of 
his father’s houses, getting married and moving his 
bride into the house at the time of his taking up a 
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residence there. After marriage, he continued to 
work for his father about two years, managing the 
latter’s business, which he had done for a few years 
previous to his marriage. ‘The second year after 
his marriage, he bought property in I.ewisburg, Pa., 
and moved there, engaging in business for himself 
as a cabinet-maker for two or three years. He 
then moved on his brother-in-law’s farm, where he 
had the privilege of renting a small home, and kept 
stock and cows, working meanwhile at the carpen- 
ter’s trade. He was there about six years, and 
then moved a mile away on property his father 
formerly owned, and upon which he was born, and 
spent the younger days of his manhood. 

After about two years, Daniel sold all his posses- 
sions, and in the spring of 1844 started -for Ohio 
with one pair of horses and what household goods 
his wagon would carry. He first located near Me- 
dina, Ohio, on his father-in-law’s property, and 
there farmed. About a year and a half later, our 
subject came to this county, landing in the fall of 
1845, and first locating at Walnut Grove, where he 
lived until the next spring, and then moved on a 
tract of land which he had pre-empted while living 
at Walnut Grove. When he moved on his land, his 
earthly possessions consisted of a pair of horses, a 
wagon, and $3 incash. He sold one horse for $50, 
wherewith to pay for his land, and sold his wagon 
to raise money with which to fence his property. 
His first building was a shanty, which would let in 
the water, and expose him to the elements. The 
next year a neighbor gave him a log cabin, which 
they tore down and moved onto his farm. He 
lived in that log cabin one year, when he moved 
into a house he had built, and used the log cabin 
for a shop for four or five years. 

During those years, and up to about 1862, Mr. 
R. worked at cabinet-making and carpentering 
work, which he had also learned. He also made 
coffins, and was then chief undertaker in this sec- 
tion. His savings enabled,him to buy more land 
and he had 120 acres when he retired from his use- 
ful ana active career, which wasin 1863. ‘There is 
a desk which he made last spring, now in his house, 
which shows his handicraft. Daniel Riem was mar- 
ried, March 12, 1829, to Miss Mary Luther, daugh- 


ter of John Luther, of Union County, Pa., of: Ger- | 
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| March 10, 1806, and died Jan. 14, 1879. 
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The wife of our subject was born 


Mr. Riem is a Democrat, and has filled some of 
the local offices of his township. He worships at 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, He belonged to 
the German Reformed Church before his marriage, 
and his wife wasa Lutheran. Six children were 
born of their union: Martin died March 16, 1835, 
aged four years; Eliza, now Mrs. William Potts, 
was born Jan. 2, 1834, and resides in this county ; 
Sarah, Mrs. James Trotter, was born June 25, 1836, 
and lives in Missouri; William, born April 14, 
1839, died March 15, 1858; James, born July 23, 
1841, died March 23, 1864, and George F., born 


' Feb. 26,1843, lives in Orangeville. 


In 1861 James enlisted in the army, serving 
about three years in Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., of 
which company he was Corporal. The battles in 
which he participated were Ft. Donelson, Shiloh 
and Natchez. At the siege of Vicksburg he was 
taken prisoner, and contracted a cold, which ter- 
minated in consumption, and caused his death. He 
was in several skirmishes after the siege of Vicks- 
burg, and had re-enlisted as a soldier after his dis- 
charge at the hospital, but the seeds of disease had 
undermined his constitution, and it was not long 
before he died. 

George F. was married, Dec. 21, 1870, to Miss 
Clara E. Cross, whose people were from Ot- 
sego County, N. Y., and who originally came from 
Scotland and Ireland. George F. has five children, 
all living at home: Mary Esther, born July 27, 
1873; George B., Sept. 5, 1882; and Henry, May 
18,1884. George F. was a Republican during Lin- | 
coln’s administration, but ever since has been a 
Democrat. ‘ 





jy) OHN LABORDE, the well-known owner and 


H | manager of the Oneco Flouring-Mills of 
38 Oneeo Township, was born on the 25th of 
© September, 1822, in Union County, Pa. 
David Laborde, his father, was born in Dauphin 
County, Pa., in 1793, where he resided until he was 
twenty-one years of age. He was apprenticed toa 
carpenter, serving his full apprenticeship and mas- 
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tering all the details of that trade. When about 
twenty-five years of age he went to Union County, 
where he was married. For the space of about 
seven years he plied his vocation as carpenter in 
that county and vicinity, aud then went to Clear- 
field County, where he secured a tract of timber 
land. He immediately set to work clearing the 
timber from this land, and in a few years succeeded 
in placing many acres of it under cultivation. On 
this farm he resided thirty years. Believing that 
he could better his condition in the West he dis- 
posed of his possessions in Pennsylvania and came 
to Illinois, settling in Rock Grove Township, Ste- 
phenson County, on eighty acres of land, which he 
had purchased. He remained on his farm during 
the last days of his life. The grandfather was Peter 
Laborde, and was of French descent. At the age 
of sixty years he disappeared, going no one knew 
whither. He was never afterward heard of. The 


mother, Catherine Arnold, was born in Northum- 


berland County, Pa. Her father was of German 
descent, as were all the relatives on her side. 

John Laborde married Miss Catherine Dixon on 
the 5th of May, 1853, in Monroe, Wis. About 
eight years after the marriage of Mr. Laborde, he 
removed to Rock Grove, Stephenson Co., Ill., where 
he lived for three years. Having learned of the 
fertility of the soil in Shueyville, Green Co., Wis., 
he removed there, where he remained three years 
engaged in the milling business. Thence he removed 
to Rock Grove, Stephenson Co., Ill., and later to 
Martintown, Wis., where he engaged in milling. 
Having been successful in his pursuits he concluded 
to oceupy larger fields for his business, and removed 
to Oneco Township, purchasing what was known 
as the Oneco Flouring-Mills. In the course of 
time as there came improvements in mill machin- 
ery he removed the old mill, and on its site erected 
the present model establishment. This mill does 
both custom and mercantile grinding for all this 
region of country. Mr. Laborde being careful in 
the management of his mills, and just in the ex- 
action of tolls, is popular with the farming com- 
munity. 

Mrs. Laborde’s people were natives of Pennsyl- 
vania, of Scotch descent on the father’s and Ger- 
man on the mother’s side. The children of Mr. 





and Mrs. Laborde are: Susannah Eliza, Mrs. 
Schrack, who lives in Oneco; Franklin Pierce, who 
died in 1860, at the age of five years; Rosella J. 
died in 1880; Oliver H. P. died when one and 
one-half years of age; and Sylvester S. and John 
Alvah, who reside at home. Both are members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Laborde 
has been a church officer ever since he became a 
member. He is Democratic in politics, though 
taking no offensive part in political affairs. 


(SSeS Ss Z 


VL. ENRY G. JUNGEBLUT, one of the sturdy 
| ) Germans who early sought a home in this 

country, was born on the 18th of Decem- 

ber, 1816, in Germany, and descended from 
Frederick Jungeblut, a farmer, still-house owner and 
hotel-keeper, who died at the age of sixty-seven 
years. His mother, who came of a family of farm- 
ers, died in Germany at the age of seventy. 

In 1838 Mr. Jungeblut emigrated to America, and 
settled near Milwaukee, Wis., where he purchased 
of his brother-in-law a farm of thirty acres, and 
where he remained for eight years. In the year 
1846 he sold this property and came to Stephenson 
County, where he bought, in Rock Grove Town- 
ship, forty-six acres of prairie land, and has added 
to this until he now owns 118 acres. When he 
caine into possession of this land a portion of the 
prairie was under cultivation, and a log cabin was 
the sole sign of habitation upon it. In 1852 he 
was married to Miss Louisa Altenbernd, daughter 
of Conrad Altenbernd, of Germany. She was born 
in 1817, and at the time of her marriage was thirty- 
five years of age. The father of Mr. Jungeblut 
was married twice and was the parent of twelve 
children, six by the first and six by the second 
wife. 

Our subject is the father of six living chil- 
dren: Henry F. married Miss Sophia Heidecker, 
and is a farmer in Rock Grove Township; he is 
thirty-three years of age, and is the father of one 
child. John E., twenty-nine years of age, married 
Miss Matilda Meinzer, and is farming in Rock Run 
Township; Levi W., who was born on the 6th of 
October, 1860, manages the homestead under a 
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lease; Samuel, born March 31, 1862, is in the em- 
ploy of his brother, John E.; Mary C., born Jan. 
26, 1866, is at home; George F., born April 4, 
1853, died Jan, 28,1854. Mrs. Jungeblut departed 
this life in 1878. Mr. Jungeblut put up a new res- 
idence in 1856. His family relations have always 
been pleasant, and he experiences a just sense of 
pride over the’manner in which he has reared his 
children. They are all good citizens and worthy 
the esteem of their neighbors. While living in the 
old country Mr. Jungeblut learned the tradé of 
shoemaker, which he followed as a business for a 
number of years. His father and mother were 
members of the Reformed Church, but he and his 
wife united with the Evangelical Church. Mr. 
Jungeblut is a. Republican in politics, and has in- 
stilled into the minds of his sons the principles of 
his own political faith. They thus cast a united 
ballot on election days. 


PARTS LD oh ee 


RS. BETSEY WINCHELL, widow of the 


late Ira Winchell, of Oneco Township, : 


came to Northern Illinois in the pioneer 

days and has been a witness of the remark- 
able progress and development of the Prairie 
State. She is a finely preserved old lady of eighty- 
six years and her genial disposition, good memory, 
and intelligent manner of discussing the things con- 
nected with her early life in this region, make her 
an interesting companion both for old and young. 
The main points in a life history of more than or- 
dinary interest are mainly as follows: 

The birthplace of Mrs. Winchell was the town of 
Fairfield, Herkimer Co., N. Y., and the date thereof 
Sept. 9, 1801. Her father, Leander Stephens, of 
New York State, married Miss Susan, daughter 
of Samuel Palmer, who had been a resident of the 
Empire State his entire life and it is believed was 
born there. ‘Their daughter Betsey remained un- 
der the parental roof until reaching womanhood, 
and was trained in all needful household duties, be- 
coming familiar with the various employments of 
farm life. She was married at the home of her 
parents, March 20, 1821, to Ira Winchell, a native of 





Washington County, N. Y., and the tenth son of Jus- 
tice Winchell, a native of Vermont, who served as 
a soldier in the Revolutionary War and possessed 
all the brave and heroic qualities of the men of 
that day. After the close of the struggle and the 
establishment of American independence, he retired 
to a tract of land in Wayne County, N. Y., where 
he followed farming the remainder of his life. He 
had married early and the young people continued 
residents there for eight years, the husband engaged 
in farming. Then, hearing much of the rapidly 
growing State of Illinois, they decided to trace 
their steps westward in the hope of bettering their 
condition. The trip was made by water to Chi- 
cago and from there by teams to their present 
home in Oneco Township. After arriving in this 
county, Mr. Winchell located two claims, and a. 
part. of this land is now included in their present 
homestead. There was a log cabin which they oc- 
cupied two years, after which they removed to sec- 
tion 32, where Mrs. Winchell has since resided. 
Our subject and her husband entered this county 
on the 12th of June, 1840. The latter proceeded 
at once to the cultivation of the soil, the building 
of fences and the erection of suitable farm build- 
ings. He was remarkably quiet and unostentatious 
in his manner of living, and although keeping him- 
self well posted upon matters of general interest, 
could never be induced to hold office or otherwise 
identify himself with public affairs. His chief am- 
bition was to provide a comfortable home for his 
family, and he is remembered by his household as a 
husband and father uniformly kind and indulgent. 
Before coming to the West he had served two 
years at the carding and cloth-dressing business, 
upon which he entered when a youth of seventeen. 
After reaching his majority he carried on business 
for himself until his marriage. After this event he 
located in Cayuga County and rented a manufact- 
ory, where the wool was spun and cloth was woven 
and dressed, and he was employed three years as a 
cloth-dresser. Subsequently they removed to En- 
field, ‘Tompkins County, where Mr. Winchell 
erected buildings and established a business which 
he conducted successfully nine years, and thus ac- 
cumulated the money which he so wisely invested 
later in Western lands. ‘The homestead includes 
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240 acres under a high state of cultivation, and 

- there are forty acres of timber northwest of 
Orangeville, also belonging to the estate. Since the 
death of her husband Mrs. Winchell has managed 
her property with rare good judgment and still 
looks after everything in connection therewith. 
The farm is cultivated by a lessee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Winchell became the parents of 
eight children, of whom the record is as follows: 
Susan, Mrs. West, is a resident of Brodhead City, 
Wis.; Clarissa, Mrs. Hartley, of Stephen, Kan.; 
Emma, Mrs. Walkey, of Slowey, Kan; George is 
married and engaged in day labor at Orangeville; 
Hiram occupies himself at farming in Oneco; Sam- 
uel, Amos and Angeline are deceased. Mrs. Win- 
ehell and her children are all church-going people, 
and although she frequently attends various other 
churches, she is connected with the Baptists. The 
portrait of this excellent lady, which appears on an- 

> other page, finely exhibits her features, which are 
indicative of the tranquil disposition that dwells 
beneath. 


ED ODDIE Sa J 
i} ENRY ROHKAR, an active and responsible 
f business man of Freeport, was born in Han- 

over, Germany, in the city of Osnabruck, 

on the 11th of June, 1829. His parents 
were Henry and Lotta (Meyers) Rohkar. Owing 
to sickness it was not until the age of nine years 
that he began attending school. He continued at 
school until he was fourteen years of age, when he 
began learning the trade of a baker, serving an ap- 
prenticeship of four years, and thoroughly acquaint- 
ing himself with all the details and branches of that 
trade. Completing his apprenticeship he sailed for 
America in 1849, landed in the city of New York, 
and worked at the baker’s business on Staten Isl- 
and until 1856, when he came to Freeport. He at 
once opened a bakery on a small scale on Stephen- 
son street, at which stand he has ever since re- 
mained. Not long after commencing business at 
that location he purchased a house and lot which 
he has since owned, His business building is 40x 
120 feet and the business room adjoining his own 
he leases to other parties. His place is equipped 
with ample oven capacity and the best improved 








machinery and appliances for the business, and the 
daily product of the establishment is about 500 
loaves of bread, besides an unlimited quantity 
of cakes, rolls, pies, ete. 

Mr. Rohkar has been married twice, his first wife 
being Margaret Ludwig, of Newark, N. J. She 
died leaving one daughter, Anna, the wife of 
George Holbrook, of Freeport. In 1860 he mar- 
ried his present wife, Caroline Grecht, of Freeport, 
and they have had seven children, three sons and 
four daughters—Henry, Georgie, Fred, Katie, Car- 
rie,-Kugene and Jennie. 

Mr. Rokhar lives in one of the most comfortable 
houses in Freeport, which is located at No. 175 
Adams street, and was erected in 1872. The 
grounds are ornamented with various shade trees, 
evergreens and flowers, in the cultivation of which 
he takes great interest. Mr. Rohkar, in the fullest 
meaning of the words, is .a self-made man. When 
he arrived in New York he did not possess money 
enough to pay his board and was compelled to 
leave his trunk as security for a board bill: He 
now has seven good business houses, which yield 
him a handsome income in the way of rent. His 
residence is completely furnished with everything 
that goes to make a comfortable home, and his sur- 
roundings are kept up in admirable style. He is a 
member of Freeport Lodge, I. O. O. F., having 
joined that body in 1856. He is a member of the 
National Union and the Germania Society. In pol- 
itics he espouses the cause of the Democratic party. 
He is looked upon as an enterprising and valuable 
citizen. His counsel is frequently sought by the 
younger generation of business men, particularly 
those of his own nationality. Having had a suc- 
cessful business career himself he is thoroughly 
competent to point out the road to success to 
others. 


Sek + So Se Hee 


living on section 15, in Kent Township. 
His parents were Frederick and Harriet 
(Wolf) Mogle. ‘The father was probably born in 
Centre County, Pa., and the mother was born in 
Berks County, Pa., July 22, 1807. They first set- 
tled in Lebanon County, Pa., and came from there 


| EWIS W. MOGLE is a successful farmer 
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to Stephenson County, Il, in 1846, settling in 
Rock Grove Township, where the mother died in 
the early spring of 1882. After the death of his 
wife, Mr. Mogle, Sr., removed to Kansas, where he 
makes his home with his youngest son. They had 
eight children, six boys and two girls. © 

Our subject, the sixth child of the family, was 
born Sept. 20, 1840, in Centre County, Pa., and 
was about six years old when his parents came to 
Stephenson County. His education was received 
in the common schools of Stephenson County, and 
he remained at home until February, 1864, when 
he enlisted in Co. B, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., and was a 
soldier until near the close of the war, when he 
came home on a sick furlough, did not return, and 
was mustered out of service in January, 1865. He 
was in several small engagements and skirmishes 
during the time of his service in the army. He 
continued to make his home in Rock Grove Town- 
ship until May, 1866, when he removed to Union 
County, Ill, where he married and remained about 
three months, when he returned to Rock Grove 
Township, and quite soon afterward came to Kent 
Township. This was in the fall of 1866, since 
which time he has been a resident here, except for 
about eleven months, when he lived at Lena, 
Farming has been his chief occupation. 


Our subject married, in Jonesboro, Union Co.,.) 


Ill., May 6, 1866, Miss Harriet Sausman, daughter 
of Joseph and Hannah (Lauver) Sausman, who 
were natives of Pennsylvania, where they first set- 
tled when they began their married career, and 
subsequently came, in 1847, to Stephenson County 
and settled in Kent Township, where they lived 
until their death. Her father died in the fall of 
1859, and her mother on Christmas Day, 1882. 
Mr. and Mrs. SausnYan had a family of ten chil- 
dren, four girls and six boys, of whom Mrs. Mogle 
was the eighth child. She was born in Juniata 
County, Pa., Feb. 4, 1844. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mogle are the parents of four chil- 
dren—George A., Luetta, Berton S., and one child 
who died in infancy. Mr. Mogle has been School 
Director, Commissioner of Highways and Consta- 
ble of Kent Township. Mr. and Mrs. Mogle are 
active members of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, and in politics Mr. M. isa Democrat. For 
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the last thirteen years he has been an auctioneer in 
Stephenson and Jo Daviess Counties. He is the 
owner of 245 acres of land, on which he has erected 
good and substantial buildings. Mr. M. has been 
Deacon in his church for a number of years. 


TW ANIEL HOY. The thrilling scenes which 


A the pioneers passed through in the settle- 


ment of this portion of the State, must 

ever awaken emotions of the warmest re- 
gard for them. To pave the way for those who 
followed, and make their settlement in the West a 
pleasure, they endured all the privations, and suf- 
fered all the ills, consequent upon an early resi- 
dence in the West. But few of these spirits now 
survive; they have passed away full of years and 
honors, leaving their children and children’s children 
to succeed them, and enjoy the fruits of their toil 
and privations during their long and eventful 
pioneer lives. 

Among the early settlers who yet remain is the 
subject of this sketch, who lives on a farm on sec- 
tion 14, Jefferson Township. He was born in Union 
County, Pa., on the 3d of March, 1813, and in 
1847 migrated to the West, and settled in Jefferson 
Township, Stephenson County, where he has since 
lived. His farm consists of 180 acres of tillable 
land, and eighty acres of timber land. 

Mr. Hoy was married in Union County, Pa., to 
Sarah Hoffman, who was also a native of that 
county. Nine children have blessed their union 
and have risen’up to call them blessed. Their 
names are: John, Catherine, Mary, Herman, Ame- 
lia, Sarah, George, William and Emanuel. The 
last two are dead. It must be very gratifying 
to the aged father to realize that he has been per- 
mitted to live to see the children spared to him, 
happily married, and settled in life. John resides 
in Carroll County, Ill.; Catherine is the wife of 
Daniel Hoffman, and resides in Kansas; Mary is the 
wife of William Meyers, and resides in Jefferson 
Township; Henry married Eliza Johnson, and re- 
sides in Carroll County, Ill.; Amelia is the wife of 
William Mendenhall, and resides in Jefferson Town- 
ship; Sarah is the wife of Edward Truckmiller, and 
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resides in Carroll County, Ill.; George married Min- 
nie Paton, and resides in Jefferson County; the 
latter have three children—Frankie, Nettie and 
Hattie. 

The wife of Mr. Hoy died in Jefferson Township 
in September, 1884. She was a member of the 
Lutheran Church, and for many years before her 
death was a leading spirit in the congregation to 
which she belonged. 


~< wa OR 9 oe 


‘yi/OHN ASPINWALL, one of the most pros- 
perous and popular farmers of Florence 
Township, is the subject of this sketch. His 
parents were John and Mercy (Munger) 





Aspinwall, the former of whom was born in Con- 
necticut and the latter in Saratoga County, N. Y. 
They first settled in Saratoga County, and, after 
residing there for a time, they removed to Chau- 
tauqua County, N. Y., and in 1845 bade good-by 
to the old York State and turned their faces toward 
the West, locating in Stephenson County, in what 
is now Florence Township, where they both lived 
until their death. The father died Jan. 6, 1858, 
when eighty-six years of age, and the mother 
March 14, 1864, when eighty-five years old. To 
them came nine children, seven girls and two boys. 

The subject of this sketch was the seventh child 
of the family, and was born in Northumberland, 
Saratoga Co., N. Y., July 21, 1807. He went 
to Chautauqua County, N. Y., from whence he 
came to Stephenson County in August, 1845, where 
he has since resided. He has followed no other 
vocation than farming. He, in company with his 
son, owns a valuable farm, on which they have 
erected buildings with all the modern improve- 
ments and appliances for the comfort of themselves 
and their stock. : 

Mr. A. was married in Chautauqua County, N. 
Y., March 1, 1835, to Lucy Shumway, daughter of 
E. H. and Rhoda (Summer) Shumway, who were 
natives of Massachusetts. The mother died in 
Chautauqua County, N. Y., June 22, 1829. The 
father came to Stephenson County in the fall of 
1847 and settled in Florence Township, and died 
in the town of Lena Aug. 28, 1871. Lucy Shum- 





way was born in Jefferson County, N. Y., May 28, 
1813. Her death occurred in Florence Township 
Dec. 29, 1883. There were born to them seven 
children—Henry, John §., Sterne F., Homer F., 
Milo H., Arvilla L. and Junius O. Henry married 
Elizabeth Fox, and died in Florence Township 
April 27, 1886; John S. resides in Lena; Sterne 
F. is the Secretary of the Grand Rapids Fire In- 
surance Company, at Grand Rapids, Mich.; Ho- 
mer F. resides in Florence Township: Milo H. is a 
dentist in Chicago; Arvilla resides at home; Ju- 
nius O. died in Florence Township Oct. 21, 1874, 
when twenty years of age. _ 

Mr. Aspinwall has been selected for Highway 
Commissioner on account of his peculiar fitness to 
discharge the duties of that office, and has held 
several other township offices. He is a member of 
the Baptist Church, and in politics, is a Republican, 
having joined that party at its organization in 1856. 


ILLIAM HENRY EELLS. The biography 

\pf of this gentleman, who was one of the 

early settlers of Stephenson County, and 

the oldest one now living in Winslow Township, 

furnishes a deeply interesting history which is sub- 
stantially as follows: 

Mr. Eells was born in Hanover, Chautauqua Co., 
N. Y., Jan. 1, 1820, and is the eldest child of James 
and Harriet (Gaylord) Eells, the former a native 
of Peru, Essex County, and the latter of Oneida 
County, N. Y. His grandfather, Simeon Eells, was 
of Welsh ancestry, and during the last years of his 
life was a resident of Cattaraugus County, N. Y. 
His family included five children, three sons and 
two daughters, all of whom grew to mature years. 
Of these James was the eldest; Waterman died near 
Buffalo, N. Y., with the first appearance of cholera 
in 1832, and William about 1855; Ludema became 
the wife of William Cary, and died in McHenry 
County; Huldah died unmarried in New York 
State. 

The father of our subject was reared on a farm 
in the Empire State, and later served as asoldier in 
the War of 1812, being present at the battle of 
Plattsburg, and in many. other important engage- 
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ments. He afterward located in the eastern part 
of New York, whence he removed to Chautauqua 
County, of which he was one of the pioneer set- 
tlers. _He secured a tract of timber land in the 
Holland Purchase, put up a log cabin, in which our 
subject and others of his children were born, and 
remained there until about 1830. He then re- 
moved to Perrysburg, where he lived four years, 
and in the spring of 1834, decided to seek his fort- 
unes in the West. He started out overland to 
Buffalo, accompanied by his wife and children, and 
from there proceeded by the Lakes to Detroit, and 
thence to this State with teams. Their outfit con- 
sisted of two horses and a wagon, and they carried 
their provisions with them, camping and cooking 
by the wayside and sleeping in the wagon at night. 
They first halted on the line of LaSalle and Putnam 
Counties, where the father rented a vacant log 
cabin which they occupied a few months. James 
Eells, however, was not exactly satisfied with that 
locality, and after a few months, accompanied by 
Hubbard Graves, set out on a prospecting tour 
which took in Stephenson County. He was pleased 
with the outlook here, and returning to his family 
had everything prepared for another journey, and 
arrived here in the month of April, 1835. Enter- 
ing a claim in what is now Winslow Township Mr. 
Eells put up a double hewed log cabin, covered 
with shakers held in place by weight poles, and sup- 
plied with a puncheon floor split from basswood 
logs. After establishing his family comfortably 
he proceeded to cultivate the land, entering it 
from the Government as soon as it came into mar- 
ket, and occupying it until 1836. He then re- 
moved across the river to a little town just started, 
which was named Ransomburg, and which was 
located on section 36 of what is now Winslow 
Township. ‘There he put up another log house 
and converted it into a hotel, which was the first 
institution of the kind in that section, and where 
he acted as ‘mine host’? for two years. Within 
that structure was held the first election in this 
part of Stephenson County, and James Eells took 
an important part upon that occasion. 





In 1838 | 


he returned ‘to his claim and remained there until | 


his death, in August, 1851. 
The mother of our subject had died in Perrys- 


burg, N. Y., in 1828, before the removal to this 
State. The second wife of James Eells was for- 
merly Miss Maria Tull, alsoa native of the Empire 
State, and died at Spring Valley, Minn., in 1860. 
Of the first marriage there were born five children, 
our subject being the eldest. Marinda, the wife 
of Silas Gage, lives with her husband on a farm in 
Winslow Township; Edward died in Wisconsin 
about 1857; Amos is a resident of Iowa, and C. D. 
Eells is in Washington Territory. Of the second 
marriage there were three children: Lansing M., a 
soldier of the Union army, was killed at the battle 
of Black River, Miss., about 1865: Lucinda married 
George Craig, who was.also in the service, and is 
now aresident of Clinton, Iowa; Marion married 
a Mr. Price, and lives in Ft. Scott, Kan. 

William Henry Eells was fourteen years of age 


when he became a resident of this county, and dis- | 


tinctly remembers all the incidents connected with 
the overland journey from New York State, and 
the subsequent life of the pioneer settler. When 
his father came here with his family, the nearest 
mill was at Gratiot, Wis., and that was but a 
“eorn-cracker.”’ Galena was the nearest depot for 
supplies, and was also the post-office. The pioneers 
were obliged to pay twenty-five cents for each let- 
ter they received, which was often more ready cash 
than they possessed. Sometimes the letter would 
lie unopened, but more often through the kindness 
of the Postmaster they were allowed to read the 
message from friends on “tick.” The mining car- 
ried on in that vicinity occasioned a market for the 
produce, which was conveyed by the settlers to that 
point, with the aid mostly of ox-teams. The man 
who possessed a team of horses was quite a curi- 
osity in the early days, and the shifts which the 
pioneers, both men and women, made in order to 
provide comfortably for those dependent upon 
them proved how great a mother was necessity 
and how inventive her genius. 

Young Eells remained a member of the parental 
household until seventeen years old, and then pur- 
chasing his time of his father for $250, set out on 
his own account. He went to work at $16 per 
month, and was so enterprising and industrious 


that in 1838, a year later, he was enabled to pur- 


chase a team of oxen, and commenced breaking 
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prairie for his neighbors. He was thus employed 
during the summer season and teamed in the win- 
ter for the people of that vicinity for ten years fol- 
lowing. In the meantime.he purchased a claim to 
160 acres of land in Winslow Township, upon 
which he erected a log house, and within it placed 
the wife to whom he had been married in 1841. 
As soon as his land came into market he perfected 
his title, and after the fall of 1848 devoted his 
time chiefly to farming. He had also become pos- 
sessor of a threshing-machine, the first one brought 
to this section, with which he operated among his 
neighbors for a reasonable consideration, and to 
their great delight and satisfaction. The machine. 
was a great curiosity and the people came for miles 
around to get a look at it. It was considered a 
vast improvement upon the former method of 
tramping out the grain with horses, or with a flail. 
Mr. Eells thus labored and prospered and in due 
time found himself the possessor of 250 acres 
of land under a fine state of cultivation, and sup- 
plied with handsome and substantial buildings. 
He was also now in a condition to devote more 
time to the improvement of his mind, which he had 
always considered of great importance but from 
which the hard realities of life had hitherto de- 
barred him. His line of reading had been of that 
practical description which was calculated to give 
him a good insight into men and things, and while 
a young man he had become greatly interested in 
the reading of law books. ‘These he commenced 
studying more earnestly in. the year 1840, and 
made such good progress that he soon began to 
practice before the Justice’s Court. In 1872 he 
passed examination for admission to the bar.  A\l- 
though not taking up the practice formally he finds 
abundant call for his legal information in the ex- 
tensive business transactions which have engaged 
his attention for the past twenty years. ‘This, be- 
sides being of great benefit to him financially, has 
constituted him an extremely intelligent man to 
converse with, and one from whom there is always 
something to be learned. - 
An event which had much to do in shaping the 
subsequent life of Mr. Eells was his marriage, July 





, 18, 1841, to Miss Sophia, daughter of Chester and | 
Cynthia (Gillett) Bushnell. She was born in | 


Kirtland, Geauga Co., Ohio, Nov. 29, 1826. 
Her father was a native of Vermont and her 
mother of Oneida, N.Y. Her paternal grandfather, 
Asa Bushnell, also a native of the Green Mountain 
State, was one of the earliest pioneers of Chautau- 
qua County. N. Y., to which he removed with his 
parents when but a child four years of age. He 
was there reared to manhood, and after his mar- 
riage located with his young wife in Geauga 
County during its early settlement. He became 
quite an extensive land-owner, opening up four 


‘farms, and remaining a resident of the Empire State 


until 1835, when he migrated to Illinois and located 
in Cook County. nineteen miles southwest of Chi- 
cago. A year later he purchased land in Will 
County, which he occupied until 1839. In the 
spring of that year he became a resident’ of this 
county, but after twelve years he returned to his 
old home in Cook County, where his death took 
place July 30, 1852. The mother died there also 
two years later, in the same month and the same 
day of the month as her husband. Mr. Bushnell 
made the journey overland from Ohio to Cook 
County, Ill., and while crossing the Maumee Swamp 
in Ohio, lost one of his horses, which went down in 
the mire and could not be extricated. The mater- 
nal grandfather of our subject, Amon Gaylord, 
was a native of Connecticut, whence he migrated 
during the pioneer days to Chautauqua County, 
N. Y., where he took up a tract of land, cleared a 
farm, and there continued until in the spring of 
1839. Then, perhaps feeling as did Daniel Boone, 
that there were too many people coming into that 
section, he pulled up stakes and came into this 
county, locating in what is now Winslow Township, 
where he secured a good farm and spent the last 
years of his life. 

Of the six children born to Mr. and Mrs, Eells 
the record is as follows: Charles H. is farming in 
Winslow ‘Township; William A. is a resident of 
Minnehaha County, Dak.; James A., and Lucinda, 
the wife of John Barr, are members of the farm- 
ing community near Winslow; George C. is en- 
gaged in clerking in town, and John W., the 
youngest, remains with his parents. ‘The home- 
stead is beautifully located and forms one of the 
most attractive spots in the landscape of Winslow 





ee aS 




















STEPHENSON COUNTY. . 


599 








Township. The grounds around the dwelling are 
tastefully laid out and planted with choice shade 
trees and shrubbery. A fine fruit orchard graces 
the rear, and the commodious and convenient resi- 
dence is flanked by barns, stables, and al! other 
out-buildings required by the intelligent and pro- 
gressive agriculturist. 

Mr. Eells, who in early life belonged to the Whig 
party, cast his first Presidential vote for Gen. Har- 
rison. Upon the organization of the Republican 
party he cheerfully. endorsed the principles of the 
latter, and has since supported them by his vote 
and influence. He has served his township as As- 
sessor, Commissioner of Highways, Supervisor, 
School Director, Justice of the Peace and Notary 
Public, in which office he is now serving his fifth 
term. 


Sey Ae. Pe Oey ee 
hp eee 


AMES H. YOUNG, of Silver Creek 'Town- 
ship, is the proprietor of 1363 acres of fer- 
tile land, devoted to grain and pasturage, 
and upon which, in addition to general agri- 

culture, he is engaged in the breeding of high-grade 
stock, including cattle, horses and swine. Mr. 
Young possesses good business ability, and the 
judgment requisite for success, and this, together 
with his natural industry, has enabled him to prose- 
cute his calling successfully, and secured him a 
good position among his neighbors. 

Mr. Young has been a resident of the southeast- 
ern part of Stephenson County nearly all his life. 
He was born in Silver Creek Township, Jan. 14, 
1844, and received a fair education in the district 
schoois. His father, Capt. William Young (see 
sketch elsewhere), was one of the most prominent 
citizens of Stephenson County, and is remembered 
as having served as a soldier of the Union army, 
returning home with honorable scars. James also 
enlisted in that memorable war, in Battery H, 2d 
Illinois Light Artillery, and marched with his com- 
rades to the South. This, however, was toward the 
close of the contest, and he was only called upon to 
serve ten months. He escaped without injury and 





partner of his father, and they operated together 
until 1866. Our subject was then married, Decem- 
ber 23 of that year, to Miss Minnie Lattig, of Free- 
port. Mrs. Young was born in Pennsylvania, 
whence she removed with her parents to this State, 
and remained with them until her marriage. She 
died at the home of her husband in Silver Creek 
Township in the spring of 1880. 
children were born, Mrs, Young was a lady highly 
esteemed for her amiable character and Christian 
virtues, and had been for many years a consistent 
member of the German Reformed Church. 

The present wife of Mr. Young, to whom he was 
married in Lancaster Township, was Miss Lenoria 
Lattig, a sister of the first. ‘She also was born in 
Pennsylvania, and came with her family to this 
State in childhood. Her father, George Lattig, 
was a farmer by occupation, and spent his last years 
in Lancaster Township, where his death occurred 
in 1880. Mr. Young took possession of his pres- 
ent property in 1872, since which time he has de- 
voted his entire attention to the cultivation of the 
soil and to providing his home with the comforts 
of modern life. They have no- children. Mr. 
Young is Republican in politics, and with his ami- 
able partner isa member in good standing of the 
First Presbyterian Church at Freeport. 


HOMAS B. YOUNG, one of the largest 
6 stock-dealers of this county, and the owner 
of a good farm on section 21, in Rock Run 
Township, operates largely in cattle and hogs, 
which he buys and ships at Rock City, near which 
his home is located. He is still in the prime of 
life, active and energetic, has entered upon a pros- 
perous career, and is accounted among the most 
valued citizens of his community. 

The father of our subject, Robert Young by 
name, was a native of Union County, Pa., where 
both his parents spent their entire lives, and where 
their remains are buried. They were of old Pres- 
byterian stock and of Scottish ancestry. The father 
was a tanner, which trade he followed for many 
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without opportunity to engage in any active com- | 
bat with the enemy. Subsequently he became the 








| years in Union County, and became the owner of 
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Sarah Wallace. After the birth of five children, 
the parents of our subject decided to seek a per- 


manent home in the West, and accordingly started- 


out overland with teams. They first located in 
Cedarville, this county, where Robert Young was 
engaged some years as a cattle dealer, but after- 
ward took up farming, locating on a tract of land 
in Buckeye Township. Later he traded this prop- 
erty for a farm in Dakota Township, which he oc- 
cupied until his death in 1857, after_he had passed 
his sixtieth birthday. The mother afterward re- 
moved to the home of her, daughter in Freeport, 
where she died in 1882, when eighty-three years of 
age. 

Our subject was the youngest child of his par- 
ents, whose family included five sons and five 
daughters. He received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of those days, and remained under the 
parental roof until the outbreak of the late war. 
He then enlisted in Co. F, 142d Ill. Vol. Inf., in 
answer to the call for 100-days men, and served 
double his time. His services then being no longer 
required, he was honorably discharged, and re- 
turned to the peaceful pursuits of rural life. His 
next important step was his marriage, which took 
place Dec. 24, 1868, at the home of the bride’s 
parents, in Rock Run Township. The maiden of 
his choice, Miss Ada Lashell, was born and reared 
in this county, and completed her education at 
Mt. Carroll. Later she engaged in teaching, and 
was thus employed until her marriage. Mrs. 
Young was born in Jefferson Township, and is the 
daughter of Robert and Elizabeth (Graham) La- 
shell, to whom reference is made in the biography 
of David G. Lashell, to be found else wherein this 
work. Of this union there were born three chil- 
dren, one of whom died when a few weeks old. 
Robert A. and Charles D. are at home with their 
parents. 

Mr. Young, after his marriage, established him- 
self at Rock City in general merchandising and 
stock-buying until 1884. He then disposed of his 
stock of merchandise, and devoted his attention ex- 
clusively to his live-stock business, buying largely, 
and becoming one of the leading men in this line 
here. The family are connected with the United 


| I Presbyterian Church. Mr. Young, politically, isa 
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stanch Republican, and has served as Supervisor 
for six years, and held other minor offices. The 
homestead is a finely cultivated tract of land, sup- 
plied with good buildings, and forms one of the 
most attractive features of Rock Run Township. 
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OHN Mc. MIZNER. On section 2, Kent 
Township, is located the admirable farm of 
170 acres owned by the subject of this 
sketch. He is of German-American descent, 
his mother being a native of Germany, and his 
father of New Jersey. ‘The names or his parents 
were James and Elizabeth (Huff) Mizner. ‘They 
were married, and settled in Trumbull County, 
Ohio, where they lived and died. Their family 
consisted of six children, of whom John was the 
second. He was born in Trumbull County, Ohio, 
on the 11th of October, 1816, where he lived until 
he was thirty years of age, being raised on a farm. 
In the spring of 1846 our subject disposed of his 
possessions in Ohio, and with his wife and four 
children came to Stephenson County and settled in 
Kent Township, where he has since made his bome, 
and has been continuously engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. His farm now consists of 170 acres, a 
large proportion of which is cultivated after the 
most approved methods. Mr. Mizner has been 
twice married, his first wife being Keziah G. Good- 
win, whom he married in Mercer County, Pa., 
Aug. 3, 1840, while he was a resident of Trum- 
bull County, Ohio. After sixteen years of happy 
married life, she died on the 5th of December, 
1856. At the time of her death she was the 
mother of ten children—Mary E., Clarissa F., 
Phoebe C., Henry C., Hiram M., John L., James 
W., Reuben D., Edward P. and David E.. Mr. 
Mizner’s second marriage was to Rachel Pray, the 
widow of Joseph Hinson, which occurred on the 
6th of June, 1856, in Kent Township, Stephenson 
County. She was born in Delaware County, Ohio, 
on the 18th of December. 1828. By this marriage 
five children were born—Rosetta J., George F., 
Charles W., Jasper C. and Francis M. 
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Mr. Mizner has been selected to fill the honorable Y 
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position of School Director for two terms. He has 
never sought any other office, nor has he held any 
other. Mrs. M.isa member of the Baptist Church, 
and in polities, Mr. Mizner is a Republican. 


HURSTON STABECK, until recently occu- 
6 pying one of the finest farms of Rock Run 
Township, has now completed an elegant 
residence in the village of Davis, which he pur- 
poses making his future home. He is now con- 
ducting an extensive business as a dealer in horses, 
which he purchases in this section and ships to the 
West. His landed estate comprises 408 acres of 
valuable land on section 17, which has been his 
home since he first drew breath Oct. 14,1845. He 
is also engaged in raising thoroughbred Short-horn 
cattle and Essex and Durock Jersey swine. 

The father of our subject, Clement Stabeck, now 
deceased, was born, reared and educated in Nor- 
way, where he was married, and whence he imme- 
diately afterward emigrated to the United States. 
The maiden of his choice was Miss Livi Gleim, 
who was born and reared in the same locality as 
her husband. Their wedding trip was begun on a 
sailing-vessel bound for America, and after a te- 
dious voyage of nine. weeks, they landed safely in 
New York City. Thence they proceeded to Chi- 
cago, where Mr. Stabeck left his young wife, and 
procuring a horse, set out in company with a friend 
over the unbroken prairie westward. This was in 
1839, at a time when there was not even a stage 
coach to facilitate their progress. Coming into 
this county, they met a man by the name of Davis 
who prevailed upon them to tarry for a time in 
Rock Run Township, and seek a location there. 
The face of the country, though wild and unbroken, 
still gave evidence of what it might become by a 
wise process of cultivation, and the father of our 
subject concluded to remain and make atrial. He 
took up a claim of 160 acres, which he afterward 
purchased from the Government, and providing a 
shelter for his wife, soon commenced in earnest the 
establishment of a home. Later, however, he dis- 
posed of his interests in Stephenson County, and 
became the possessor of a large body of land in 
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Durand Township, Winnebago County. He was 
honest, hard working and energetic, temperate and 
reliable, and-in addition to accumulating a hand- 
some competency, gained the respect and confi- 
dence of his neighbors. After the labors of a long 
and worthy life, he folded his hands for his final 
rest at the homestead in Durand Township, in Jan- 
uary, 1880. ‘The mother still survives, and is liv- 
ing with her son, our subject, being now sixty- 
eight years old. She has a clear mind,and is quite 
active physically. Both she and her husband identi- 
fied themselves early in life with the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church, in which they trained their chil- 
dren. Mr. S. made himself thoroughly acquainted 
with the principles of American government, and 
became a stanch supporter of the Republican party. 

Our subject was the eldest son and second child 
of his parents, whose household was completed by 
the birth of four sons and two daughters. Of 
these, three are now deceased. Helen became the 
wife of N. O. Newhouse, a farmer of Rock County, 
Wis.; Newton married Miss Helen Langfield, and 
established himself as an attorney near Canton, 
Dak., where he has built up a good business; 
Oliver died of scarlet fever when thirteen years 
old; Kittle T., now deceased, possessed fine men- 
tal capacities, and turned his attention to the prac- 
tice of medicine, in which he became proficient; he 
was a close student and an extensive reader, but 
his promising career was cut short at his home on 
the 28th of March, 1887. Christina L..died when 
an infant. 

Our subject, after completing his primary stud- 
ies in the district schools, took a course in the col- 
lege at Beloit, Wis., and Decorah, Iowa. He made 
his home with his parents until his marriage, which 
took place at the home of the bride in Laona ‘Town- 
ship, Winnebago County, Jan. 2, 1873. ‘This lady, 
formerly Miss ‘Torgen Patterson, was born in Win- 
nebago County, March 12, 1848, and is the daugh- 
ter of Niles and Helga (Rostad) Patterson, natives 
of Norway, who emigrated to this country in their 
youth and before their marriage. Subsequently 
they located in Winnebago County, where the 
father built up a good homestead and accumulated 
a competence, and where the death of both parents 
took place after they had reached a ripe old age. 
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The wife of dur subject was educated in the dis- 
trict schools of Winnebago County, and continued 
under the parental roof until her ‘marriage. Their 
six children were named: respectively, Clara L., 
Henry N., Anna H., Clement O. R., Estella B., and 
John C, deceased. Mr. S. and his estimable lady are 
members of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, and 
our subject, politically, affiliates with the Repub- 
lican party. He has illustrated in his career the 
results of energy and perseverance, and to what 
prominence, socially and financially, a man of reso- 
lution and energy may attain. Handsome litho- 
graphic views of both Mr. Stabeck’s country and 
city residences can be seen on another page. 


SS DES 
-FUURSTON KNUDSON, one of the most suc- 
6 cessful and progressive farmers of Rock 

Run Township, is the proprietor of a fertile 
farm on section 13, contiguous to the village of 
Davis, which comprises 160 acres of highly-im- 
proved land with first-class buildings, including one 
of the most beautiful residences in this part of the 
county. He also owns thirty-eight and one-half 
acres on section 12, lying at the north of the main 
farm. His operations here have been conducted 
with more than ordinary skill and intelligence, and 
the fact that he began in life at the foot of the lad- 
der is a strong evidence of his natural ability, per- 
severance and good judgment. Mr. K. is also the 
owner of twenty acres of valuable timber land in 
Laona Township, Winnebago Co., Ill. 

Mr. Knudson came to this county in 1842, and 
in company with his mother’s: family, took up a 
claim, and at once proceeded to cultivate the soil 
and make improvements. He has not always had 
fair sailing, but has met with some misfortunes. 
At the time of the construction of the Western 
Union Railroad, many mortgages given to secure 
stocks in the road were afterward settled, and a 
large number of the settlers lost heavily, Mr. K. 
being among the number, but he spent no time in 
bewailing his misfortunes. He was mainly pros- 
perous, however, and what he lost in one direction, 
was soon made up in another. After he had 
brought his land to a good state of cultivation, he 





began to turn his attention to stock-raising, and 
from this branch of agriculture realized for several 
years a handsome sum annually, 

The first recollections of our subject are of the 
country beyond the sea, where he first opened 
his eyes to the light (near the town of Kongsberg) 
at Flesberg, Nummedal, Norway, on the 25th of 
June, 1825. His father, who was a native of the 
same country, followed agriculture all his life, and 
spent his days upon his native soil. He did not live 
to be an old man, but died when our subject was a 
child three years of age. The mother was after- 
ward married to Ole Nelson, and in 1842, with her 
husband and family, emigrated to the United States. 
The father was taken ill while on the voyage across 
Lake Michigan, and died before they could reach 
land. His remains were buried in the city of Mil- 
waukee. ‘The mother and her children soon after- 
ward took up their residence in this county upon a 
tract of land in Rock Run Township. The mother 
after a time made her home with her son, our sub- 
ject, where her death took place from pneumonia, 
in February, 1880, at the age of eighty-three years. 

In 1852 Mr. Knudson, in company with several 
friends and his half-brother, took an overland trip 
to California. The parties from this neighborhood 
were Nels Nelson, Gunder Halvorsen, Christopher 
Kittilson, Thurston O. Kittilson, Narve Stabeck, 
Svale Nelson and Gunder Teigen. They started 
April 27,and reached Ft. Reading October 29, fol- 
lowing. They encountered no difficulties with the 
Indians, except a loss of five oxen stolen by them. 

Mr. Knudson remained until the spring of 1856, 
when he started by steamer via Panama, where his 
party was detained nine days, waiting for a steamer. 
During this time a riot occurred, in which our sub- 
ject’s half-brother, Nels Nelson, was robbed of all 
his gold and clothing, and narrowly escaped with 
his life. They reached home May 5, 1856. 

Mr. Knudson, soon after coming to this county, 
commenced to earn his own living, and after his re- 
turn from California, was married in the fall of 
1857, to Miss Anna J. Olava Rockstead. Mrs. K. 
was a native of the same Province as her husband, 
and was born at Kongsberg, Norway, Jan. 1, 1840. 
She came to the United States with her parents in 
1853, They settled first in Chicago, then removed 
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to Rockford, Winnebago County, and in the sum- 
mer of 1856 removed to this county. After a brief 
residence in Rock Run Township, they returned 
to Winnebago County and settled at Durand, 
where the father died on the 3d of July, 1880, aged 
sixty-two years. - The mother is yet living there 
at the age of sixty-seven. 

Our subject and his wife became the parents of 
nine children, two, Carrie and Nellie, now deceased. 
Malinda married John Nelson, a farmer of Jewell 
County, Kan.; Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have one child, 
Aubrey O. Anne is the wife of J. W. Johnson, a 
prosperous farmer of Rock Run Township, and they 
have one child, Ora A. Charles is a student at the 
University of Wisconsin, and is now at home; John 
is clerking ina drug-store in Kansas; Emma, Sophia 
and Nels W., are at home with their parents. Mr. 
K., with his family, is a member of the Norwegian 
Lutheran Church, in which he has officiated as 
Deacon a number of years. Politically, he votes 
the Republican ticket, and has served his township 
repeatedly in holding various offices. Mr. Knud- 
soun’s dwelling is one of the most tasteful and 
beautiful farm residences in Northern Illinois, and 
we are pleased to give a view of it as affording a 
fine illustration of rural architecture. 
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ONRAD DAMBMAN, a prosperous farmer 

of Lancaster Township, was born in the 

Empire of Germany, Feb. 28, 1828. His 
parents were Conrad and Catherine (Fritzkas) 
Dambman. His father being a farmer of small 
means, the boyhood days of our subject were 
tinged with hardships. He was sent to school un- 
til fourteen years of age, when he learned the 
weaver’s trade, serving an apprenticeship of four 
years, but after acquiring the trade he worked only 
a short time as a journeyman, when he returned to 
the farm and remained until the age of twenty. 
Fully convinced that there was no,chance fora 
poor boy in Germany he set sail for America, land- 
ing in the city of New York March 4, 1849. From 
New York City he drifted to Albany, where he was 
employed by a Mr. Taylor, a farmer, for three 
years. He afterward worked for a man by the 
name of Thompson for one year. 
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In the spring of 1853 Mr. D. came West, settling 
in Stephenson County, Ill. He rented a farm of 
T. Engle, which he retained for eleven years, culti- 
vating wheat, corn and oats, and thus slowly and 
laboriously accumulating enough to purchase what 
is now known as the Dr. Charton farm, containing 
170 acres, and for which he agreed to pay $3,400. 
His first payment was $1,100, but having only $800 
of his own he was obliged to borrow enough to 
make the payment. Moving his family to the farm 
all hands went to work in good earnest to pay for 
a home of their own. Hay and grain were pro- 
duced in abundance and sold to good advantage. . 
Having paid for the farm he next erected a com- 
modious house. and barn the same season, and 
otherwise greatly improved the farm, which is now 
regarded as a model one, as he is regarded as a 
model citizen. 

Four years after Mr. Dambman’s arrival in Ste- 
phenson County he was joined in marriage with 
Miss Elizabeth Teatzal, who became the mother of 
eight children, and is acting faithfully the part of 
a good wife and helpmeet to her industrious hus- 
band. Five children lived to maturity, as follows: 
Henry, Conrad, Jr., Catherine, Elizabeth and Julia. 
Mary, Augusta and Emeline died from that dread 
disease, diphtheria, all within ten days. 

Mr. Dambman has added to his farm until he has 
now 356 acres of well-improved land. Mr. D. 
has not only secured a fine farm, but is universally 
regarded as a man of energy, undisputed honesty, 
and also as public-spirited and liberal. As a con- 
sistent member of the Lutheran Church he faith- 
fully attends its meetings. He is not ambitious to 
participate to any great degree in politics, but is a 
stanch Democrat, honest in his convictions and 
always ready to stand up for his party. A view 
of Mr. D’s handsome residence is shown on another 


page. 


Hf J. PIERSOL, ex-Sheriff, and at present Al- 
derman of the First Ward of Freeport, and 

fe Deputy Sheriff of Stephenson County, is a 
@ native of the State of New Jersey, and was 
born in Hunterdon County, on the 8th of August, 
1819. His father was Andrew D. Piersol, and his 
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mother was Hester Taylor. They moved from 
the State of New Jersey to Pennsylvania when the 
subject of this sketch was but two years of age, 
settling in Northampton County. His father was 
a school teacher, following that profession for a 
period of twenty-five years. Both the father and 
mother died in Northampton County. They were 
the parents of five children, of whom J. J. Piersol 
was the oldest. He was educated under the tutel- 
age of his father, and attended the Easton Acad- 
emy. He afterward assisted his father in the 
schoolroom. His father was a soldier in the War 
of 1812, and while in the service contracted a se- 
vere cough from which he never fully recovered. 
The grandfather on the paternal side was Mordecai 
Piersol, a native of Wales, and his grandmother, 
formerly a Miss Douglas, was of English ancestry. 
The grandfather on the maternal side of the house 
was George Taylor, a distant relative of Gen. Tay- 
lor, one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. 

J. J. Piersol, having attained the age of fourteen, 
learned the trade of a blacksmith and machinist, at 
which he worked for twenty-six years. In 1841 
he was married, at Easton, Pa., to Miss Elizabeth 
A. Lattig, who was born in Pennsylvania. After 
marriage, Mr. Piersol settled at Easton, where he 
worked a part of the time as a blacksmith and ma- 
chinist. In the fall of 1851 he moved with his 
family to Stephenson County, locating at Cedar- 
ville, where he remained until 1862, when he en- 
listed as a private in Co. G, 93d Ill. Vol. Inf. On 
the organization of the company he was elected 
Second Lieutenant in August, and in the January 
following was promoted First Lieutenant, in which 
rank he served until he was discharged. The 93d 
was one of the Illinois regiments that were in 
Grant’s army, and participated in all the move- 
ments in the front and rear of Vicksburg, begin- 
ning at Milliken’s Bend in April, and closing with 
the surrender of Vicksburg on the 4th of July, 
1863. He participated in the battles of Port Gib- 
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son, Raymond, Jackson and Champion Hills, where | 
he was wounded by a grape shot in the left shoul- | 


der, and by a minie ball, which he still carries. Lt 
is a matter of record, considering the number of 
men engaged, that the latter was the bloodiest bat- 
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tle of the war. From 7 o’clock in the morning un- 
til between 4 and 5 in the evening, the entire 
army of Pemberton, numbering 40,000 men, was 
confronted by only about 10,000 Union troops, 
and yet, when reinforcements arrived in the even- 
ing, they had defeated Pemberton’s army and put 
it to flight. 

Mr. Piersol received his wound on the 16th of 
May, 1863, and was discharged on the 5th of Jan- 
uary, 1864, at Memphis, Tenn. He then came 
home, and in the fall of that year was nominated 
by the Republican party for Sheriff of Stephenson 
County, and was elected. He assumed the duties 
of that office in December following, and served 
for two years, and as he could not legally be his 
own successor, he retired from the office. In 1872 
he was again elected to the office of Sheriff, and 
was re-elected in 1874, thus serving in that capac- 
ity altogether for six years. After he retired from 
the office of Sheriff, he was appointed Deputy Sher- 
iff under W. W. Robey, and was then Deputy four 
years under Sheriff Hayes, under Sheriff William 
Stuart six years, and is now Deputy under Sheriff 
B. F. Timms. As Sheriff and Deputy he has 
served eighteen years. He was elected Alderman 
for the First Ward of Freeport in the spring of 
1885, and was re-elected in 1887. 

Mr. and Mrs. Piersol are the parents of thirteen 
children, six of whom are living: Augustus R., 
Frank; Levinia W. married Charles R. Haws; 
Emma married John Hinline; Cora married Daniel 
O. Weaver; Evans P., who is the oldest, lives at 
home. Mr. Piersol isa member of John A. Davis 
Post No. 98, G. A. R. 


230-35) 9 So 


ILLIAM EMRICH, a properous farmer of 
\W Winslow Township, was born in Centre 
County, Pa., May 26, 1843. His father, 


Peter Emrich, was perhaps born in the same county, 
where his grandfather, John Emrich, was a pioneer 
settler, being a farmer and blacksmith by trade. 
The latter died, and his son Peter grew to manhood 
there, marrying a native of Pennsylvania. In the 
fall of 1845 Peter, his wife and three children, 
started for Illinois with a pair of horses and a 
wagon. Three other families in the immediate 
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vicinity came along with the Emrichs, but they - 


accomplished but a portion of their journey that 
year, for upon reaching Ohio they remained there 
until the spring of 1846. Again hitching up their 
rude wagon they departed for Illinois, landing at 
Rock Grove, Stephenson County, April 1, 1846. 
Peter Emrich at once entered 160 acres of Govern. 
ment land in Rock Grove Township, where he 
constructed a log house and proceeded to breaking 
the prairie and placing the land in a state of cultiva- 
tion. ‘This was no easy matter when we take into 


_ consideration the fact that the nearest market was 


at the mines of Galena and the city of Chicago, 
but Mr. Emrich surmounted every obstacle and 
soon had the pleasure of knowing that his farm had 
become productive. Here he remained for about 
twenty years, when he purchased an adjoining farm, 
renting out the old homestead. He lived on the 
new location for two years when he traded his 
farm for a store and a stock of goods in the village 


of Rock Grove, and engaged in the mercantile. 


business until his death, which occurred Dec. 18, 
1879. ‘The maiden name of the wife of Peter 
Emrich and the mother of the subject of this 
sketch was Sarah Albright, who was born in Penn- 
sylvania, and died in Rock Grove Village, March 
18, 1881. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Emrich were the 
parents of six children, five now living. 

The subjeet of this sketch, William Emrich, was 
the third child. He was reared on the farm and 
the only education he ever received was that ob- 
tained from attending the district schools. How- 
ever, he made the best of the opportunities offered 
and laid the ground-work of a farmer’s practical 
education. He remained at his childhood’s home 
until he had grown to be a hardy young man, when 
he moved to Green County, Wis., and there resided 
in the house with his father-in-law. On Aug. 20, 
1864, at the tap of the recruiting officer’s drum. 
William Emrich enlisted in the United States service, 
and was attached to Co. H., 38th Wis. Vol. Inf., at 
the city of Madison, Wis. The regiment was soon 
afterward sent to the seat of war in the State of 
Virginia, being attached to the Army of the Potomac 
and serving in the Eastern Division until the close 
of the war. In the battle before Petersburg on 
the 2d of April, 1865, Private William Emrich, 








whilst in the midst of the conflict, was wounded by 
aminie ball in the thigh. He was conveyed to 
the hospital at Alexandria, and after a sufficient 
recovery to be moved he was honorably discharged 
from service, and in May, 1865, was mustered out 
at the city of Washington. He immediately started 
for his home in the West, which he reached June 3. 
where he resided on the farm in Green County 
until June, 1866. He then removed to Buckeye 
Township, Stephenson County, and rented a farm 
for the term of one year, when he again returned 
to Green County, and rented a farm for two years. 
In 1870 he removed to Orangeville, and together 
with his brother engaged in business for one year; 
then, selling out, he made a trip to Iowa, but was 
not sufficiently satisfied to settle there. Returning 
to Illinois he settled in Winslow Township, where 
he has since resided with the exception of one year 
spent at Rock Grove. He is a member of Porter 
Stiles Post No. 498, G. A. R. 

The wife of Mr. William Emrich was a Miss 
Henrietta Fauver, whom he married Oct. 4, 1863. 
She first saw the light on the 25th of February, 
1845. Her father, William Fauver, was born in 
Lebanon County, Pa., his father being John Fauver, 
who was also a native of that county, where he 
died. _ William Fauver, the father of Mrs. Emrich, 
resided with his parents until attaining the age of 
seventeen when, in 1839, he removed to Illinois. 
He married in Cedarville, in April, 1843, Miss 
Susanna Ruggle. He rented land on section 4, in 
Buckeye Township, afterward entering forty acres, 
to which he added by purchase some time later 
eighty acres more and improved the same. After- 
ward Mr. Fauver removed to Cedarville and kept 
a hotel for four years, then returning to the farm 
in the same township, he resided there until 1863. 
The family now determined to try Wisconsin as a 
home, and they settled in Green County, where 
they bought land and a sawmill, and Mr. Fauver 
divided his time between farming and ‘operating 
the mill until 1866, when he disposed of his prop- 
erty and returned to Stephenson County, and 
there remained for two years, at the end of which 
time he purchased a farm in Winslow Township 
and gave it his attention until the year 1884, in the 
month of April, when he died. 
































Mrs. William Fauver, the mother of Mrs. Em- 
rich, was born in Centre County, Pa., in 1838, her 
father, Daniel Ruggle, being a native of Berks 
County in the Keystone State. He settled in Centre 
County, and lived there until 1838, when he sought 
a home in Illinois. settling in Buckeye Township, 
where he lived the remainder of his life. His wife 
resided with her parents in Pennsylvania until her 
martiage. There were six children in Mr. and 
Mrs. Fauver’s family, viz, three boys and three 
girls; the brothers are all dead. His sisters are 
Mrs. Fauver, Mrs. Mary A. Campbell and Mrs, 
Howe. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. William Emrich 
are two in number, to-wit: Martin P. W. and 
George G., who are of great promise. They have 
been well educated in the public schools of Stephen- 
son County, and Martin also attended two terms 
at the Aurora College, after which he secured 
a position in a drug-store, being also Assistant 
Postmaster. At present, however, he is in the 
Black Hills country in Dakota for his health. The 
remaining son, George, is at home with his parents. 


wo BERR 93 pa 


THAMAR WIRE, deceased, was born in Cort- 

| land County, N. Y., Dec. 36, 1827, and was 
the son of Augustus Wire, a native of Connec- 
ticut. His grandfather, born in England, was kid- 
napped when a boy and brought to America, where 
he was soon thrown upon his own resources and 
obliged to look out for himself. His wise parents, 
however, began his training early, and he early be- 
came possessed of great self-reliance and independ- 
ence of character, so that he was well fitted for the 
vicissitudes of his later life. His natural habits of 
industry set him on the road to prosperity in his 
youth, and he became a man of property and 
greatly respected in his community. He spent his 
early years in Connecticut, then removed to New 
York and settled in Cortland County, where his 
death took place at an advanced age. His family 
included eight sons and four daughters, of whom 
David, the father of our subject, grew to manhood 
under the parental roof, and after his marriage 
settled on a farm adjoining that of his father in 
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Cortland County, where he spent his entire life. 
His wife was, before her marriage, Miss Louisa 
Neal, also a native of Connecticut. She survived 
her husband a few years, and departed this life at 
the home of her daughter in Cortland County. 
Ithamar Wire received excellent training from 
his parents, and was educated in the district schools 
of his native township. All the children were 
made useful as soon as old enough, and he, in com- 
mon with the rest of their family, assisted his par- 
ents around the homestead, and early in life began 
to lay his plans for the future. After reaching his 
majority he started out for himself, working by the 
month for a time in his native State, and in 1850 
decided to see something of the farther West. He 


' made the journey to Chicago by the Lakes, and 


thence proceeded on foot and by stage to this 
county. He was still unmarried and, accompanied 
by his cousin, before locating, visited Southern 
Wisconsin and different parts of Northern Illinois. 
He finally selected the place now occupied by his 
widow, entering a part of the land from the Gov- 
ernment, and for which he afterward paid $2.50 
per acre. He at once commenced the improve- 
ment of his purchase, and kept bachelor’s hall in a 
log cabin until the spring of 1858. He was then 
married, on the 12th of May, to Miss Maressie But- 
ler, and the two commenced life happily and con- 
tentedly together after the manner of the pioneers. 
Mr. Wire had put up a small frame house for the 
reception of his bride, which they occupied for 
eleven years following, and where five of their 
children were born. Then the small house was 
abandoned for a larger and more pretentious one, 
which was supplied with more modern conven- 
iences and gave to the growing family a larger 
amount of room. Afterward Mr. Wire put up a 
substantial barn and other out-buildings, planted 
fruit and shade trees, and embellished his home by 
other methods as time and opportunity offered. 
‘The children of Mr. and Mrs. Wire consisted of 
three daughters—Addie, May and Jennie. Addie 
married Garver Lutz, who is farming in West Point 
the others are at home with their 
mother. The latter, with her younger daughter, is 
a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and a lady greatly respected for her up- 
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right character and kindness of heart. In the ab- 
sence of sons of her own, Mrs. Wire, in 1871, 
adopted a motherless boy, Clinton B., when he was 
one year old, and who has since been a member of 
the household, receiving equal care and attention 
with that of her own children. He is now a lad of 
seventeen years, and assists in the management of 
the farm. The homestead includes 140 acres of well- 
cultivated land, and forms a most comfortable 
abiding-place for Mrs. Wire and her little family. 

The father of Mrs. Wire, James Butler by name, 
was born in County Waterford, Ireland, where he 
grew to manhood and was married. to Miss Marga- 
ret Whaling, a native of the same locality. They 
emigrated to America soon after their marriage, 
and located in the town of Berne, Albany Co., 
N. Y., where their daughter Marinda was born, 
and where they continued to live until their earthly 
labors were ended. Mrs. Wire was well educated, 
and commenced teaching when fifteen years of age, 
in her native State, where she continued until 1857. 
She then joined her brother in this county and fol- 
lowed her profession until her marriage. 


LDEN E. SMITH, M. D., physician, sur- 
geon and druggist at Davis, is numbered 
among its young and enterprising citizens 

e) of whom much is expected in the future. 
He possesses fine natural ability, is ambitious to ex- 
cel, and has the prospect of a bright career. He 
became a resident of Davis in November, 1884, 
and established his drug-store two years later. He 
has already secured the confidence of the people of 
Davis and vicinity, where he is building up a suec- 
cessful practice and bids fair to become one of its 
representative and influential citizens. 

Dr. Smith is a native of Cedar Springs, Kent Co., | 
Mich., where his birth took place Dec. 1, 1861. 
His father, Obediah Smith, was a native of Yates 
County, N. Y., whence he removed to Michigan 
after his marriage, taking up a tract of unbroken 
land in the woods of Kent County. Upon this he 
opened up a farm, and later turned his. attention to 
the study of medicine, taking a course of lectures 
in the Chicago Medical College. He preferred the 
homeopathic system, and after receiving his dip- 
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loma. emigrated southwest into Paris, Tex., 
where he followed his chosen profession success- 
fully. ‘The mother of our subject was formerly 
Miss Lavonia D. Arnold, a native of Yates County, 
N. Y., where she became the wife of Obediah 
Smith, and is living in Davis with her son, Ormer 
L. Smith. The parental household included five 
children, all living, of whom our subject was next 
to the youngest. Ormer L. makes his home with his 
mother; Lillie is Principal. of a school at Paris, 
Tex.; Eliza is the wife of Charles C. Smith, and } ; 
resides in Northern Michigan, and Lucy A. is teach- 
ing music in Paris. d 

Dr. Smith graduated at the Cedar Springs Union 
School, and was afterward employed as drug clerk 
in the store of Dr. Fox, of the same place, until 
entering the Homeopathic Medical College at Chi- 
cago, where he was graduated in March, 1884. 
After entering upon the practice of his profession 
he was associated fora time with Dr. J. C. Bur- 
bank, of Freeport, whence he removed to Davis. 
He was married, Dec. 25, 1886, to Miss Idelle M. 
Bellman, who was born in Davis in 1864, and is 
the youngest daughter of Daniel and Rachel 
(Roush) Bellman, who removed from, Pennsylvania 
to Illinois in 1852, and are now well advanced in 
years. Mrs. Smith was educated in this county 
and Madison, Wis.,and for four years was employed 
as a teacher in the public schools of Rock City and 
Davis. The Doctor, politically, is a straight Re- 
publican and, with his estimable wife, belongs to 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church at Davis. Both 
take an active interest in the Sunday-school, and 
are numbered among the valued members of the 


society. 
SO 


{ pILLIAM K. McGILLIGAN, representing 
yf the firm of Smith & Porter, of Freeport, 

as purchaser of grain and live-stock, at 
Ridott, has been located at that point since the 
spring of 1866, where, with the exception of two 
or three years, he has been a continuous resident 
since that date. He has traveled considerably, 
having explored Dakota Territory, and for a time 
sojourned at Plainview, Minn. At the latter 
place he was engaged in buying grain for J. B. 
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Canterbury, which position he occupied one year, 
He has been particularly successful in his present 
business, with transactions extending over an ad- 
ditional stretch of territory. The elevator of the 
firm has a capacity of 35,000 bushels, and they 
handle each year fully 250,000 bushels of grain. 
Their stock trade and shipments amount to about 
$10,000 annually. Our subject has the general 
management of their extensive trade, and has 
proved himself admirably adapted to the duties of 
his responsibie position. 

Mr. McGilligan was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., Oct. 9, 1845, and is the eldest son and child 
of George and Nancy (Myers) McGilligan, also 
natives of the Keystone State, whence they re- 
moved after their marriage and the birth of three 
children to Northern Illinois, taking up their resi- 
dence on a farm in Florence Township, this county. 
The father of our subject departed this life at the 
homestead in Florence Township, in 1862. He had, 
in early manhood, learned the trade of wagon-mak- 
ing, which he followed mostly during his lifetime, 
although fond of a country residence. The mother 
survived her husband about twenty-five years, her 
death taking place in January, 1887, when sixty- 
six years of age. ‘They were both members in 
good standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and the father of our subject, politically, always 
advocated Republican principles. 

The subject of our sketch came to this county 
with his parents in 1854, when a lad nine years of 
‘age. He received a common-school education and 
remained with the family until the death of his 
father. Mr. McGilligan enlisted in Co. D, 46th Il. 
Vol. Inf., in December, 1863, and was mustered out 
in February, 1866. He was in several engagements 
in Mississippi and Louisiana, but returned without 
a scratch. Upon his return from the army he en- 
gaged with the firm of Smith & Porter, at Ridott, 
and in 1866 was united in marriage with Miss Jen- 
nie Lincoln, who was born in Vermont in 1848, and 
came West with her parents. Her education was 
conducted in the district schools, and she remained 
a member of her father’s household until her mar- 
riage. Her union with our subject resulted in 
the birth of four children, namely, Nellie, Emma 
D., Charles E. and Joseph H. Mrs. McGilligan 





departed this life at her home in Ridott, Dec. 25, 
1883. Our subject was subsequently married in 


‘Burnett Junction, Wis., March 23, 1885, to Miss 


Emma Hill, a native of this county. She was 
reared and educated in this county, and became a 
resident of Wisconsin a short time before her mar- 
riage, her wedding taking place at the home of her 
sister-in-law. Mr. McG. is a Republican, politically, 
and has served as Village Trustee for several years. 





isthe son of John and Lucy (Shumway) 

Aspinwall, see sketch of John Aspinwall. 
He was born in Florence Township on the 15th of 
November, 1846, and after attending the common 
schools of that township for several years, was ad- 
mitted to the High School at Freeport, from which 
he was graduated in the class of 1868. In this school 
he made an exceptionally good record, being stu- 
dious in his habits, and ambitious to attain as near 
perfection in his studies as possible. After his 
graduation he took employment as a clerk in a 
wholesale notion store in Freeport, where he re- 
mained for two years, but was compelled to abandon 
that business on aceount of ill-health. Believing 
that the open air and vigorous exercise of farm life 
would be beneficial to his health, he undertook agri- 
cultural pursuits. ; 

On the 18th of December, 1874, Mr. A. was mar- 
ried to Emma M.’Sheetz, daughter of Joshua and 
Matilda Sheetz, in Freeport, Ill. Mrs. Aspinwall 
was born in Florence Township on the 30th of 
April, 1853. They have two children, Laura G. 
and John R., and one child by adoption, Fred W. 

‘Mr. Aspinwall has been Assessor of Florence 
Township for several years, and has faithfully dis- 
charged the duties of that office. He and his wife 
are members of the Methodist Church, and for 
many years he has been Superintendent of the Sun- 
day-school of his church. 

Mr. Aspinwall has always been an ardent Repub- 
lican, one who does not swerve from the views and 
principles promulgated by that political organiza- 


OMER F. ASPINWALL, who occupies a 
WW farm on section 6, in Florence Township, 
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tion. Possessing literary tastes, fluency ef speech 
in conversation, a generous and magnanimous na- 
ture, a manly ease and freedom of address, and the 
bearing of a true gentleman, he has deserved in- 
fluence in private circles, and in allassociated forms 
of action, He is widely known as a man of the 
strictest integrity, honesty and uprightness, always 
contributing liberally to every good cause, and 
striving for the suppression of evil. 


TR RE RE 


OHN J. MERRICK, the subject of this sketch, 
is one of the large land-owners of Kent 
Township, where he owns 300 acres on sec- 
tion 8. He is the son of John and Polly 

(Rice) Merrick, who were natives of New England. 
His parents were married in Massachusetts, and 
commenced life in Stockbridge, whence they re- 
moved to Caroline, Tompkins Co., N. Y., where 
they resided until they both died. The father was 
a farmer, which occupation he followed during his 
entire life. Their family consisted of four chil- 
dren, three boys and one girl, of whom the youngest 
is the subject of this sketch. 

Mr. Merrick was born in Caroline, Tompkins Co., 
N. Y., on the 14th of February, 1823. His early life 
was spent on the farm of his parents, and he re- 
mained in his native county until 1846, when, like 
so many of the active young men of his time in 
New England and the East, he sought to better his 
condition by removing to the western country, 
which was then just being opened up and which 
offered such tempting prospects for the future. In 
the year. last mentioned he emigrated to Illinois 
and settled in Kent Township, Stephenson County, 
where he has since resided. Having begun life in 
that section as a farmer he has wisely continued in 
agricultural pursuits to the present date. When 
he came to Stephenson County, this section pos- 
sessed few of the attractions which it now does, 
but all the elements were here out of which to con- 
struct the magnificent farms that have since been 
created. Mr. Merrick saw this and realized that 
by hard work, careful management and prudent 
economy, one might here become the peer of the 
best in the.country. ‘Time has proved that he was 





right, for he is now the owner of over 300 splendid 
acres, everyone of which is tillable. 

Having arranged to build himself a home in the 
West, Mr. Merrick returned to his native State for 


a life partner, and married in Seneca County, N. 


Y., in September, 1847, Miss Elizabeth McIntyre. 
She is supposed to have been born in Tompkins 
County, N. Y., in June, 1826. She bore him one 
child, Mary E., who is the wife of S. A. Daughen- 
baugh, resides in Kent Township, and is the mother 
of seven children, whose names are as follows: 
Harry, John I., Henry H., Anna C., Samuel A., 
Walter A. and Bernice. Mrs. Merrick’s married 
life was brief, for she died in Kent Township the 
23d of April, 1852. Mr. Merrick has held several 
important. offices of the township, and politically is 
a Democrat. ; 

While Mr. and Mrs. Merrick were en route from 
New York State to Stephenson County, and while 
on board the steamer on Lake Huron, the vessel 
collided with another, which caused much conster- 
nation and terror among the passengers, but further 
than this no harm resulted. To this day Mr. Mer- 
rick vividly recalls the exciting scenes on the ves- 
sel at that memorable moment of his life. 

Mr. Merrick’s life has been one of patient, labor- 
ious industry in the single vocation to which he 
has devoted his best years, and his prudent fore- 
thought and sagacity have. brought him an ample 
and deserved reward. 

As one of the sterling and respected citizens of 
Stephenson County, we are glad to supplement this 
brief history of his life with an excellent portrait of 
our subject. 


SSS SSE eS 


y OHN SHOESMITH. Of this well-known 
resident of Lena we find a most interesting 
history, as follows: His early life was spent 
amidst the fertile stretch of country along 

the English Channel, in the county of Sussex, 
which was his early home, and where his birth took 
place April 2, 1837. He played among the Sussex 
hills for a few years, and when old enough began 
to assist his parents about the home. His educa- 
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tion was limited to a short attendance at the pri- 
mary schools. His parents were people of modest 
means, but of laudable ambition, and when their 
son John was eleven years old they determined to 
seek their fortunes on the other side of the At- 
lantic. 

The father of our subject, James Shoesmith by 
name, was of English birth and ancestry, and was 
born Jan. 7, 1816. When twenty years of age he 
was married in 1835 to Miss Lucy Baker, daughter 
of George and Lucy (Coleman) Baker, who was 
born Feb. 19, 1817. At the time of embarking for 
America they were the parents of five children. 
They took passage on a sailing-vessel, and after a 
voyage of nine weeks landed at Montreal, Canada. 
They did not tarry long, however, in the Domin- 
ion, but at once proceeded westward via the Wel- 
land Canal and the Lakes to Chicago. It is 
scarcely necessary fo say that the present great 
metropolis at that time gave little indications of its 
future importance. No railroads, or even stages, 
were to be secured for the traveler who wished to 
pursue his journey further. The elder Shoesmith 
accordingly availed himself of the best means at 
hand, and meeting a farmer from Stephenson 
County who had come to Chicago Village with a 
load of grain, he contracted with him to convey 
the family to their destination. 

The Shoesmith family, arrived in this county on 
the 12th of July, 1848; afew days afterward the 
father had established his family in a little house 
in West Point Township, while he worked about by 
the month for their maintenance. His honesty and 
intelligence obtained for himself friends at once, 
who loaned him money, by which he secured sixty- 
four acres of land in Kent Township. Here he put 
up a log cabin, and commenced in earnest the build- 
ing up of ahome. ‘The father of our subject was 
prospered and as time passed on found himself sur- 
rounded by all the comforts of life, and enabled to 
add to his possessions, until he was the owner of 
204 acres of land, and had laid off 164 acres as 
the home farm. This he embellished with hand- 
some and substantial buildings and provided him- 
self with the machinery necessary to the success of 
the modern agriculturist. Mr. Shoesmith continued 
on this home place until 1869, when he wisely de- 





termined to retire from active labor, and moved to 
the village of Lena, where he spent his last years in 
the ease and comfort to which he was so justly en- 
titled. His death took place there Jan. 31, 1887. 
The mother is still living in Lena. She has now at- 
tained to aripe old age, and is in possession of a 
rich experience of life on two continents, from the 
different phases of which she gathered many a tale 
with which to interest and instruct her young rela- 
tives of the present generation. 

The parental household of our subject, after the 
removal to this country, was enlarged by the 
birth of three children, making eight in all, four 
sons and four daughters, namely, John, our sub- 
ject; George, Edward W., and James 8., who died 
Sept. 28, 1877; Louisa, Mrs. Parris; Mary A., Mrs. 
Buss; Elizabeth, Mrs. Latham, and Lydia J., Mrs: 
Clark. Mrs. Mary A. Buss died at her home in 
Lena on the 26th of June, 1887. 

John Shoesmith remembers much of his early 
life on English soil, and frequently recalls the in- 
cidents connected with the preparations for the voy- 
age across the Atlantic, which proved a rich and 
pleasurable experience, as ‘valuable as it was divert- 
ing. ‘The family.endured the hardships and priva- 
tions common to pioneer life upon settling in the 
West, and our subject can now realize how patient 
and resolute were his parents during those trying 
times. He remained with them until twenty years 
of age, when his father, with a generosity uncom- 
mon in those days, gave him his time and $55 in 
cash; armed with this capital he started out to seek 
his fortune. Accompanied by two acquaintances 
he journeyed on foot to the Mississippi, and there 
boarded a boat to Davenport, Iowa, whence they 
traveled by rail to lowa City, which was then the 
western terminus of the Rock Island Railroad. Not 
wishing to locate there, however, they interviewed 
a stage driver, who proposed to take them to 
Guthrie Centre, in that State, for the sum of $14. 
Our hero concluded it would be cheaper to foot it, 
and accordingly started out and made the entire 
distance of 200 miles in this manner. Upon his ar- 
rival there he engaged to work for a farmer at $20 
per month. About seven weeks later he was seized 
with a fit of home-sickness and started on foot for 
Iowa City, purposing thence to return to his 
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father’s house. He had earned money enough to 
pay his expenses, and upon reaching -home still 
had the $55 which his father had given him. 

Young Shoesmith now purchased from the IIli- 
nois Central Railroad Company forty acres of land 
at $12.50 per acre, paying $50 down, with four 
years’ time on the balance. He at once proceeded 
with the cultivation of his purchase, and raised 
wheat for three successive seasons, for which he 
received a good price. Indeed, so pleased was he 
with the result of his labors, that he felt he could 
afford to spend a little money in visiting his friends 
and relatives in New York and Canada. This 
proved a very pleasurable trip, and upon returning 
he resumed his farm labors until 1863, when he 
sold his land at a good profit, and then started for 
Ohio, where he also had friends and relatives. He 
spent that winter in the Buckeye State, and upon 
his return in the spring purchased another piece of 
land, which he sold not long afterward at a good 
advance. Encouraged by this transaction he now 
decided to go farther West, as a real-estate dealer, 
and employed his leisure time at the mason trade, 
which he had learned. He took up his residence 
in Buchanan County, Iowa, and first invested in a 
quarter section of land, at $5 per acre. This he 
soon sold at about sixty per cent profit, and he 
continued in the real-estate business several years, 
at the expiration of which time he was in posses- 
sion of quite a little fortune. 

In 1868 Mr. Shoesmith decided to take a trip 
across the Atlantic in order to visit among the ac- 
quaintances of his boyhood days, and also to obtain 
possession of a tract of land in Buchanan County, 
Iowa, which belonged to a party in England. He 
took passage at New York on the steamer Den- 
mark, October 17, and landed at Liverpool on the 
29th of the same month. He spent four months in 
England, visiting most of the principal cities and 
other points of interest, and in March, 1869, set 
out on his-return for America. After a stormy 
voyage the vessel arrived safely in New York 
Harbor, and Mr. Shoesmith returning to the West 
resumed his real-estate operations, and in 1883 en- 
gaged in the grain, stock and creamery business at 
Van Horn, Benton Co., lowa. Soon after this time 
he became associated with the grain firm of A. F, 


‘in the enjoyment of many of its luxuries. 





Foll & Co., at Lena, with which he has since con- 
tinued. ; 

Mr. Shoesmith was married rather late in life, on 
the 30th of December, 1874, to Miss Kate A., 
daughter of Peter and Dalinda (Heard) Best, na- 
tives of Pennsylvania, who came to this county in 
1851, and are now residents of Lena. The father 
of Mrs. S, was born in Columbia County, Pa., 
March 20, 1818, and was the youngest of twelve 
children, He remained at home on his father’s 
farm until fifteen years of age, then learned the 
trades of carpenter and painter, at which he worked 
in his native State until 1854, in the meantime also 
engaging in farming. In the spring of that year he 
came to this county and purchased a farm in Har- 
lem Township, which he sold not long afterward, 
and removed to Cedarville, where he followed his 
trades until the spring of 1859. He then purchased 
a farm in Kent Township, which he occupied until 
the fall of 1864, and having been prospered, now 
retired from active labor and took up his abode in 
Lena, where he at present resides. The parents of 
Mrs. Shoesmith were married in Pennsylvania in 
October, 1836. Mrs, Best was born in Clinton 
County, Pa., Sept. 2,1816. Mr. and Mrs. Best be- 
came the parents of nine children, four of whom 
died in infancy. There are now living one son, 
Jacob S., and three daughters, Katie A., Mrs. Shoe- 
smith; Margaret J., Mrs. Dorn; Mary M., Mrs, 
Buss. The eldest son, Robert, enlisted as a Union 
soldier in Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., and died in 
the service. 

After the death of his father Mr. Shoesmith ad- 
ministered on the estate in a manner satisfactory to 
the heirs, and has in his whole career distinguished 
himself as aman of honesty and integrity, straight- 
forward in his dealings with his fellowmen, and 
one who enjoys in a marked degree the confidence 
and esteem of his community. Mr. and Mrs. Shoe- 
smith have no children, but live happily and con- 
tentedly at their pleasant homejin Lena, where they 
are surrounded by all the comforts of life, and are 
Mr. 
Shoesmith is still fond of travel, and he and his 
estimable lady frequently start out upon a tour of 
the country and thus expend a portion of their 
income in a most wise and thoroughly pleasant man- 
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ner. Mr. Shoesmith owns a large amount of prop- : 
erty, both in Iowa and this State. Politically he | 
is a stanch supporter of the Republican party, and 
both he and his wife are devoted members of the 
Methodist Church, to the support of which they 
have always contributed liberally and cheerfully. 
They have scores of friends in this county, who 
rejoice in their prosperity and maintain that it is 
nothing more than they deserve. 





ACOB MAREAN, of Buckeye Township, is 

a Pennsylvanian by birth, his earliest recol- 

| lections being of Juniata County, where he 

first opened his eyes to the light Aug. 17, 

1838. His father, Aesabeus Marean, was born in 

Pennsylvania, and was the son of Jacob Marean, 

who was born in Germany. The grandfather of 

our subject when a young man came to America 

and settled in Pennsylvania, where he spent the re- 

mainder of his days. He was married, and reared 

a family of sons and daughters who were trained 
to habits of industry and economy. 

Aesabeus learned the trade of a plasterer, and 
after his marriage purchased a farm in Juniata 
County. This was cultivated by hired men while 
Mr. Merean continued at his trade. His land in- 
creased in value, and he sold it in 1847 at a fair 
price. The year following, accompanied by his 
wife and seven children, he started for Illinois by. 
canal to the Ohio River, and by means of that and 
the Mississippi River, they reached Galena in Jo 
Daviess County. There he hired a team to take 
his family and effects into this county. He first 
rented a house near Buena Vista, Buckeye Town- 
ship, where they spent the winter, and inthe spring 
went to Oneco Township and rented a small farm. 


~ was Miss Elizabeth Miller, a native of Pennsylva- 


-and as soon as old enough, his services were util- 





This the wife and children cultivated, while the 
husband and father continued at his trade. In the 
meantime the latter had purchased 120 acres, 
which is now occupied by our subject, and for 





which he paid $3.50 per acre. The family removed 
to this farm, the father having put up a comfort- 
able house, and he then continued to work at his 


' and convenient barn. 


trade while the sons managed the farm, until his 
death, which occurred in 1874. In the meantime 
| he had added forty-four acres, and the whole now 
constituted a fine body of land, 154 acres in ex- 
tent. This now comprises one of the most desira- 
ble farms in Buckeye Township, and is supplied 
with a shapely and substantial set of buildings. 
The mother of our subject before her marriage, 


nia. She survived her husband less than a year, 
her death taking place in 1875. The seven chil- 
dren of the parental household all lived to mature 
years, and following the thrifty habits in which 
they had been reared, provided cite sigs in time 
with comfortable homes. 

The subject of this biography was the fourth 
child of the parental household, and was a lad of 
ten years when his parents became residents of this 
county. He attended school during the winter 
seasons until quite well advanced in his studies, 


ized on the farm. He remained a member of his 
father’s household until twenty-two years of age. 
At this time came the outbreak of the Rebellion, 
which seemed a call upon him to lay aside his per- 
sonal interests, and he enlisted with others of his 
acquaintance as a Union soldier. He was mustered 
into Co. A, 11th Ill. Vol. Inf., and served until the 
close of the war, participating in its most impor- 
tant battles. He was at Ft. Donelson, Pittsburg 
Landing, the siege and capture of Vicksburg, and 
met the enemy in various minor engagements and 
skirmishes. At the expiration of his first term of 
enlistment, he veteranized in January, 1864, and 
was transferred to Co. B, 8th Ill. Vol. Inf. He 
served with this regiment until the fall of 1865, 
and then the war having closed, he was honorably 
discharged and returned home. Jacob Marean 
operated his father’s farm until 1870, and then 
crossed the Mississippi into Pike County, Mo., 
where he purchased a tract of land upon which he 
lived seven years. Selling this, he returned to his 
old home in Illinois where he has since remained. 
The original dwelling was replaced in 1885 by an 
elegant new residence, and he also put up a large 
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These, with the other out- 
buildings and surroundings, invariably attract the y 
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admiration of the passing traveler, and denote the 
industry and enterprise of the owner. 

Our subject was married, in the spring of 1868, 
to Miss Mary Bolender, a native of Oneco Town- 
ship, and the daughter of Michael and Catherine 
(Decker) Bolender, natives of Pennsylvania. Of 
this union there have been born four children, 
namely, Anna C., John F., William H. and Edith 
A. The family belong to the Lutheran Church, 
and Mr. Marean, politically, is a stanch Repub- 
lican. He presents an admirable picture of the 
self-made man, who began life dependent upon his 
own resources, and while accumulating a good 
home and a competence, has thoroughly established 
himself in the regard of his fellow-citizens. 


2 2 oe 


ZRA 'T. PERRY, one of the oldest and most 
E honored pioneers of Stephenson County, 
=) came to Illinois when a young man twenty- 
two years of age, strong in youth and hope, and 
with courage to cast his fortunes in the wilderness 
and build up from its undeveloped soil a homestead 
for himself and those who should come after him. 
He has now attained to the age of threescore years 
and ten, and recalls with a half melancholy pleasure 
the scenes of those early years when Northern IIli- 
nois was a wilderness, giving little indication of its 
future greatness. The large and flourishing town 
of Galena was then but an humble hamlet, distin- 
guished principally by the lead mines which were 
then practically undeveloped, but it was the only 
market in either Stephenson or Jo Daviess Coun- 
ties, and was very inconvenient for the settlers of 
Stephenson. Freeport had then just started, but 
furnished no facilities for disposing of produce. 
The method of transportation in those days was 
principally with oxen, and the settler who owned a 
team of horses was considered almost too stylish 
for that region. 

In looking over his past life and the marvelous 
changes which have occurred during the lapse of 
fifty years, Mr. Perry, with the few who are now 
left of that time, recalls the incidents in everyday 
life which, viewed at this day, have a strong tinge 





of romance, and illustrate the oft repeated maxim 
that “truth is stranger than fiction.” The hardy 
spirits of those times became intimately acquainted 
with dangers and difficulties which the citizen of 
to-day, brought up amid the comforts and sur- 
roundings of a later civilization, would view with 
dismay, and would be utterly unable to contend 
with. 

Mr. Perry is a native of Lyme, Jefferson Co., N. 
Y., his birth taking place Sept. 2,1817. His father, 
Freegift H. Perry, was born in Connecticut, and 
remained a resident of his native State until about 
nineteen years of age, when he migrated to Wash- 
ington County, N. Y., and was there married. Cir- 
cumstances.afterward led him to change his loca- 
tion to the Province of Ontario, Canada, of which 
he was a resident at the time of the breaking out of 
the War of 1812. He then returned to the States, 
and settled near the town of Lyme, Jefferson Co., 
N. Y., where he purchased a tract of heavily tim- 
bered land on which stood a sawmill and a block- 
house. He utilized the mill and cleared a portion 
of the land, and then sold and purchased again 
about two miles distant. There he built a log house. 
which served as a shelter for his family for a num- . 
ber of years, and wherein he breathed his last in 
September, 1819. The mother was left with a fam- 
ily of five children, the record of whom is as fol- 
lows: David T. is now a resident of West Point 
Township; Freegift H., Jr., died in Jo Daviess 


County about 1880; Henry A. is a resident of 


Stockton; Martha married Jeremiah M. Clark, and 
died in Eleroy in 1870; Ezra T., of our sketch, was 
the youngest child. The maiden name of the 
mother was Chloe Bennett, and it is supposed that 
she was a native of Washington County, N. Y. 
She continued on the homestead in Jefferson County 
five years after the death of her husband, and died 
in West Point in 1875. 

Our subject developed into manhood in his na- 
tive town, and received his education from the 
pioneer schools taught in the log cabin. As soon 
as large enough he went out to work farming at $6 
per month, and was thus employed daring the sum- 
mer seasons until thirteen years old. After reach- 
ing his majority he determined to seek his fortunes 
in the West, and on the 16th of September, 1839, 
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started for the prairies of Illinois, embarking first 
on Lake Ontario whence he journeyed to Lewiston, 
taking his first ride on the cars from there to Buf- 
falo. Again availing himself of the water route he 
not long afterward reached Chicago, which gave 
little promise then of its future greatness, being 
composed simply of a few wooden houses planted 
in the mud, and visited by a varied assortment of 
people—Indians, traders, stock-drovers and the nu- 
merous adventurers who from time to time passed 
through that region. From Chicago young Perry 
started on foot for this county, where two of his 
brothers had already located. He got an occa- 
sional ride but tramped most of the way, and after 
arriving at his destination made his home with one 
of his brothers, and for some years thereafter 
worked out by the day or month. In 1842 he 
bought a claim on section 32 of what is now West 
Point Township, which, however, he never entered, 
but made another claim on section 35 in the same 
township. In 1845 he went to Jo Daviess County, 
and in company with his brother engaged in farm- 
ing there for a period of seven years, in the mean- 
time securing the title to his last purchase, and 
making improvements as time and opportunity 
afforded. 

In the meantime our subject had taken unto him- 
self a wife and helpmeet, Miss Mary C. Howard, a 
native of his own county, and the daughter of 
Parker and Lovica (Boomer) Howard, to whom he 
was married in the fall of 1841, and of whose par- 
ents a sketch will be found elsewhere in this work. 
This move upon his part necessitated a shelter and 
conveniences for a home, and in 1852 he built a 
house upon his land into which he moved and re- 
sided for the following thirty years. Upon the 
homestead thus established he brought about great 
improvements, fencing the land, cultivating the soil, 
planting fruit and shade trees, and besides the 
house putting up a good barn and all other build- 
ings required by the progressive farmer. He 
labored in this way continuously until 1884, when 
he sold out and removed to Lena. He was not 
content, however, with town life, and in April, 
1887, went back to the farm where he now resides. 
The habits and employments of years could not be 
easily laid aside, and Mr. Perry, like many of his 





old friends, clings to rural scenes and country ways, 
and finds his chief happiness surrounded by the 
woods and fields. He has kept himself well in- 
formed in regard to passing events, and has always 
been a man of decided opinions, though never 
offensive in the expression of them. 

When first exercising the right of suffrage Mr. 
P. was a stanch adherent of the old Whig party, 
but after its abandonment he cordially endorsed 
the principles of the Republicans. He has been 
closely identified with local affairs, representing his 
township as Supervisor four years, and serving as 
School Trustee and Director. He has been princi- 
pally engaged in mixed husbandry, raising excel- 
lent qualities of stock and grain, and taking pride 
in having all his work well done. 

The four children born to Mr. and Mrs. Perry 
were, Lovisa, who married Harvey Latham, and is 
a resident of Franklin County, Iowa; James H., of 
Holt County, Neb.; Justus Charles, of Butler 
County, Neb., and Parker, who remains at home 
with his parents. 


‘y EVI FAHS. The Fahs family history in 
Le Pennsylvania is an old one, almost concur- 
\S rent with the history of the State. Its 


earliest representatives in Pennsylvania located at 
York, in Lancaster County. The grandfather of 
the subject of this sketch lived during the latter 
part of his life in York County, where he died at 
about the age of fifty years. His name was John 
Fahs, and he was universally regarded as a good 
man and a successful farmer. His wife, Susan 
Homer, died in York County at the advanced age 
of eighty years. ‘The father of the subject of this 
sketch, whose name was also John, was born in 
York County, and owing to the death of his father 
while he was yet a young man, he was compelled 
to assist his widowed mother in the support of the 
family, which he did by laboring on the farm, and 
later also, by teaching. He then turned his atten- 
tion to milling, in connection with farming, and, 
at the age of forty-five years, died in the county 
of his nativity. His wife, who was a native of 
Adams County, and by name Susan Brenem, was of 
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German ancestry. She survived her husband, and 
died at sixty-five years of age, in Adams County, 
leaving eight children, five of whom are still living. 

Levi Fahs was the eldest son and the third child 
of John Fahs, Jr., and Susan (Brenem) Fahs. Un- 
til the age of twenty-one years he knew no other 
home than York County, Pa., where he first saw 
the light Oct. 17, 1830. He was but fifteen years 
old when his father died, and had only received a 
meager public-school education. After the loss of 
his father, he was compelled to set out alone to earn 
his living. In the year 1854 this brave-hearted 
boy came West to carve out a home on the western 
prairie. He settled first at Cedarville, and there 
remained for seven years, during which time he 
was married, at the bride’s home in Dakota Town- 
ship, on June 3, 1861, to Miss Ellen Bear, who was 
born in Lehigh County, Pa., in August, 1847. 
Mrs. Fahs died at her home in Lancaster ‘Township 
during the month of February, 1877, leaving five 
children with her husband to mourn her untimely 
end in the prime of life. Mrs. Fahs was the mother 
of nine children, four of whom preceded her to the 
spirit land. Those living at this time, in the order 
of their birth, are as follows: Lizzie EK. married Jo- 
seph H. Hayes; Estella D. married Henry Frantz; 
Mary E. and Emma M. 

Mr. Fahs was married a second time, in Penn- 
sylvania, to Miss Polly Jones, who was born and 
reared in Clinton County, and was of Pennsylvania 
parents, the father being a farmer whose name was 
Devine Jones. The second wife of Mr. Fahs was a 
poor girl, being compelled to earn her own living 
by hard work up to the time of her marriage. 

Mr. Fahs purchased his first land, consisting of a 
forty-acre tract, in Buckeye Township. He after- 
ward sold this and purchased 200 acres on section 
5,in Lancaster Township, which has since been the 
home farm. Owing to the fact that Mr. Fahs: is 
one of the best farmers in the township, this land 
is now in a high state of cultivation, and is stocked 
with valuable graded animals. Mr, Fahs is a mem- 
ber of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, in which 
he now holds the office of Trustee. 
member of the German Reformed Church. While 
Mr. Fahs has been ever too busy to seek public 
oftice, yet on various occasions he has been called 


Mrs. Fahs is a | 
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upon by the voters of his township to fill various 
local offices, which he has done to the satisfaction 
ofall. In politics, he is a strenuous Republican, 
always ready to maintain the faith, As a farmer 
and a citizen, Mr. Fahs holds a high place in the 
estimation of the people of Stephenson County. 


eee 
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yj, ACOB R. YOUNG. The subject of this 

biography has been a resident of Rock Grove 
; | Township nearly thirty-seven years, having 
KC] come here in the fall of 1850. ‘The follow- 
ing year he purchased 120 acres of wild prairie 
land where some one had settled before him and 
put up a log cabin, but for some unknown reason 
had abandonded the claim to a successor of more 
courage and enterprise. This humble dwelling 
constituted a shelter for our subject and his family 
until he could erect something better. Upon tak- 
ing possession of his purchase he bent all his 
energies to the cultivation of the soil, enclosed the 
land with fences as rapidly as possible, and put up 
buildings as his means would justify. He finally 
secured possession of forty acres adjoining, which 
was mostly cleared, and has now a valuable farm 
of 128 acres, with substantial buildings and all the 
other appurtenances of a desirable homestead. 
His possessions are the result of his own industry, 
and he may be pardoned for viewing with satis- 
faction the result of his labors and his savings. 
He will now pass the sunset of life in the enjoy- 
ment of a competency, while in the meantime he 
has established himself in the good opinion of his 
neighbors and acquaintances. 

The Young family is of German ancestry, who 
emigrated from across the Atlantic during Revolu- 
tionary times. Jacob R., our subject, was born in 
Union County, Pa., Jan, 22, 1824, and is the son 
of Abraham Young, Jr., son of Abraham Young, 
Sr., and both natives of Union County. Abraham, 
Sr., was a weaver by trade, and a drum major in 
the War of 1812, Abraham, Jr., continued with 
his parents in the county of his birth until eighteen 
yeare old, and then learned carpentering which he 
followed until quite an old man. He spent his en- 
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tire life in his native county, folding his hands for 
his final rest after reaching the advanced age of 
eighty-five years. 

The mother of our subject was formerly Miss 
Catherine Reedy, who was born in 1800, and be- 
came the wife of Abraham Young, Jr., about 1819. 
Her father, Jacob Reedy, a native of Lancaster 
County, Pa., followed farming and also conducted 
a distillery. He accumulated a fine property, 
which comprised 200 acres of land with good 
buildings, which he acquired after his removal to 
Union County and in which county he spent his 
last days, departing this life after having rounded 
up fourscore years. Abraham and Catherine Reedy 
became the parents of ten children, of whom eight 
grew to mature years. Of these Jacob R. is the old- 
est living; William is farming in Union County, 
Pa.; Catherine became the wife of Samuel Kars- 
tetter, and died in Union County some years ago; 
Eliza, Mrs. B. Deitrich, is living in Pennsylvania; 
Adam is a resident of Fulton County, Ill.; Fannie, 
Mrs. Wolf, and Rachel, Mrs. Allen Rarer, are resi- 
dents of Union County, Pa.; Susannah married E. 
Campbell, and Mary married A. Speigelmeyer. 
Susannah and Mary are both deceased. The father 
served as Captain in the Pennsylvania Militia for 
several years, and was a man of much prominence 
in his community. He was a Democrat in politics, 
and a member of the German Reformed Church. 

Jacob R. Young remained under the home roof 
until sixteen years of age, pursuing his studies in 
winter at the district school and assisting his father 
on the farm and in the sawmill with which the 
latter was connected. He now decided to learn 
the carpenter’s trade, and being unusually skillful 
in the use of tools, commanded good wages from 
the start. He continued two years longer in his 
native State, and during 1843 migrated to Ross 
County, Ohio, where he was engaged in a brick- 
yard two seasons, and afterward was employed as 
a cattle drover and farm laborer. In the fall of 
1850 he determined to seek the Prairie State, and 
his movements upon his arrival here have been al- 
ready indicated in our opening paragraph. 

After Mr. Young could see his way clearly 
toward the establishment of a home and the pros- 
pect of being able to provide for a family, he took 





unto himself a wife and helpmeet in the person of 
Mrs. Elizabeth (Hartman) Etzler, their wedding 
taking place in Buckeye Township, in 1860. Mrs. 
Young was the daughter of Michael Hartman, a 
native of Lebanon County, Pa., who removed 
thence to Union County, and in 1857 came to 
Northern Illinois, locating in Buckeye Township, 
this county, where he followed farming until his 
death at anadvanced age. The Hartman family 
are written of elsewhere in this volume, and formed 
no unimportant factors in the first settlement of 
this county. Of this marriage there were no chil- 
dren, but our subject and his estimable wife per- 
formed the part of parents to three orphaned chil- 


dren of a sister of Mrs. Young, and a daughter of: 


Mr. Laborde. Mrs. Elizabeth Young departed 
this life at her home in Rock Grove Township in 
February, 1882. She possessed many excellent 
qualities of mind and heart, and with her husband 
was a devoted member of the German Lutheran 
Church. 

Mr. Young is a Democrat in politics, and has 
filled the various local offices within the gift of his 
townsmen. Mr. Young hasa fine fish-pond on his 
place, the water being supplied by a living spring. 
The pond is supplied with many different varieties 
of fish; among the most rare we mention the fa- 
mous German carp. 

A handsome lithographic view of Mr. Young’s 
residence is shown on another page of this work. 


Pecans 
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ERMAN C. NOTT. ‘The Notts are a fam- 

) ily well known in Germany, and to some 

a extent in this country, some of its members 

2)) having made a deep imprint upon institu- 

tions here. The family in Germany came from 
Umpzhorn. 

The father of our subject was named Christopher 
Nott, and was the son of a German farmer, who 
died when his son Christopher was but a young 
man. Young Christopher, who was largely en- 
dowed with the peculiar characteristics of his peo- 
ple, had great resolution and force of character, and 
set out young in life. He first learned the trade of a 
mason, afterward marrying in his own country, 
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Sophia Redeker. She was born and reared in the 
neighborhood, and could boast the same pure 
German ancestry as her husband: To them were 
born eight children, one of whom died in infancy 
in the Fatherland, and three died here. Christo- 
pher set out with his wife and four children for 
this country, being induced thereto by the wider 
field it afforded him to make a living. He located 
in Rock Run Township in 1851. One year later 
the family moved to Dakota Township, locating 
on a farm in that township, which has since been 
the home of a part of the family. Christopher Nott 
lived there until about two years ago, when, after 
seeing his children well settled, and his wife having 
died, he went back to the old Fatherland, where he 
now lives, aged seventy-three years. It was in the 
fall of 1878 that he lost his wife, who was then 
aged sixty-six years. She had been the mother of 
eight children, two of whom were born in this 


country. She and her husband were always de- 
voted members of the Evangelical Lutherans 
Church. 


Our subject is the fifth child of the family, of 
whom four are now living. These are, Mrs. Min- 
nie Otto, who is residing near Eleroy, Ill.; our sub- 
ject, who was born in Germany, Nov. 22, 1846; 
Louisa, the wife of David Steinestle, a merchant 
living in Rock City, Il.; Henry, married and re- 
siding on the old homestead in Dakota Township. 
The deceased children are, Caroline, who died in 
infancy; August, aged thirteen years; William 
died in Rock City, and left a family; Sophia was 
-about two or three years old at her death. 

After our subject came to this township and 
county, he was educated in the schools here, and 
for two years prior he had the benefits of German 
schooling. He was married in this township, his 
wife being Miss Minnie Goeke, who was born Oct. 
14, 1849, in Rock Run Township, and was also 
reared here. Her father died in Rock Grove Town- 
ship, and there her mother is yet living, advanced 
in years. Mrs. Nott is the mother of five children, 
one of whom is deceased. ‘Those living are, Mary 
C., John H., Sadie E. and David H. The name of 
the deceased was Ellen. Since his marriage, Mr. 
Nott has lived at his present place, a home of 180 
acres of land, most of which is in this township 





and located on section 12. His farm has all the 
necessary buildings upon it, is well stocked with 
fine. breeds of cattle, and is altogether a comforta- 
ble home. 

Mr. Nott is a member of the Evangelical Church, 
and in politics isa Democrat. He is a Director in 
the German schools of this township, which are 
supported by the Lutheran Church. It will thus 
be seen that Mr. Nott has carved out a competence 
from very untoward surroundings. His place in 
the community rests upon his being a man of en- 
ergy, perseverance and industry. By these quali- 
ties he has won in the battle of life. A handsome 
lithographic view of Mr. Nott’s residence is shown 
elsewhere in this work. 


Gy HRISTIAN YARGER, of Lancaster Town- 
G ship, is the proprietor of 187 acres of valu- 
able farming land on section 15, which he 
has brought to a fine state of cultivation, and where 
he has a handsome residence, and all the buildings 
required by the progressive agriculturist. The resi- 
dence built of limestone, presents a handsome spec- 
tacle to the passer-by, whose attention is invariably 
attracted to the premises in general, and in every 
detail of which is indicated the cultivated tastes and 
ample means of the proprietor. One of the attract- 
ive features is a little building, erected over a per- 
petual spring, which furnishes an icy coolness for 
vegetables and provisions of all kinds. The barn 
is an ample and substantial structure, one of the 
finest of its kind in the county. The stock includes 
horses, cattle and swine. The machinery utilized 
in the cultivation of the soil is of the best descrip- 
tion, the fences are neat and substantial, and the 
homestead in all its appointments forms one of the 
attractive features in the landscape of Stephenson 
County. It is with pleasure that we give a view 
of this substantial and attractive home on another 
page of this work. 

The first representatives of the Yarger family in 
this country emigrated from Germany, and _set- 
tled in Pennsylvania prior to the Revolutionary 
War. John Yarger, the grandfather of our subject, 
was a native of Berks County, Pa., anda tanner by 
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trade. He was reared to manhood in his native 
county, where he was married and spent the remain- 
der of his life. His wife had preceded him to, the 
silent land, Grandfather Yarger living to an ad- 
vanced age. The family for some generations 
back preserved the pare German dialect of their 
ancestors, speaking and reading in their native 
tongue, 

John Yarger, the father of ‘our subject, was also 
a native of Berks County, Pa., and, like his father, 
learned the tanner’s trade, although he only followed 
it a short time. After his marriage he removed to 
Union County. His wife, Miss Mary Keener, who 
was always called Mollie, was of similar ancestry 
as her husband, and was born and reared in the 
county of his birth. They located in Union County 
and remained there until after becoming the par- 
ents of several children, when they removed to 
Centre County, where the father followed general 
farming with fair success, and where both parents 
spent the remainder of theirlives. They were early 
settlers in both Union and Centre Counties. where 
they became widely and favorably known and were 
numbered among the most valued citizens of that 
section. They connected themselves with the Ger- 
man Reformed Church, and John Yarger, politically, 
was a stanch Democrat. 

The parental household of our subject included 
five sons and four daughters, of whom Christian 
was the youngest son, and next to the youngest 
child. His early years were spent under the home 
roof, and he was educated in the district school of 
his native county. He was born in Walker Town- 
ship, Centre County, about sixty years ago, and 
lived with his parents until becoming of age, being 
soon afterward united in marriage with Miss Sarah 
McManigal. Mrs. Yarger isa native of Clinton 
County, Pa., and is the daughter of Hugh and Cath- 
erine (Allison) McManigal, also natives of the Key- 
stone State. They finally removed to Centre 
County, where they spent the last years of their 
lives. Mrs. Y. was educated in the district schools, 
and received careful home training from her excel- 
lent parents. Of her union with our subject there 
have been born eleven children, of whom one is 
deceased. Mary is the wife of Earl Hathaway, a 
farmer of Vernon County, Mo.; Harriet J, married 





James Askey, a farmer of Rock Grove Township, 
this county; James L. has for some years been con- 
nected with the burial-case factory at Sterling, IIL, 
but at present is living in Freeport; he married 
Miss Anna Melick, of Freeport. Franklin R. is 
building up a good homestead near Marysville, 
Marshall Co., Kan.; he was married, but his wife 
is now deceased. Thomas M. married Anna Myers, 
of Lancaster Township, and they oceupy a part of 
his father’s homestead; Sarah E. is the wife of 
Frank Barmore, who is carrying on farming suc- 
cessfully in Oneco Township; William C. married 
Miss Martha Mitchell, and is farming in Rock 
Run Township; Juliet L., Hiram M. and Laura J., 
are at home with their parents; Iola died when four 
years of age. 

After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Yarger lived 
for a time on a farm in Centre County, Pa., but in 
the spring of 1865 decided to seek their fortunes 
in the farther West. Coming to Northern Illinois, 
they located on section 15, in Lancaster Township, 
and there commenced building up the homestead 
which they may be pardoned for viewing now with 
pride and satisfaction. Mr. Yarger has been promi- 
nent in township affairs, serving as Assessor one 
year, and has been Road Commissioner for the last 
nine years. He is a strong Prohibitionist, and an 
active member of the Democratic party. 
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\ F. THOMPSON, a farmer living on sec- 
| \)) tion 25, and also Supervisor of Kent 
VY Township, is a man whose biography it is 
a pleasure to read. He is one of those men 
who has won success by dint of his own energies. 
His parents were Frederick and Harriet (Funk) 
Thompson, who were born in Franklin County, Pa., 
where they married and settled, and where the fa- 
ther died March 3, 1884. The mother still sur- 
vives. Frederick Thompson was a farmer by oc- 
cupation, and had nine children, five boys and 
four girls. He was of German and Welsh ex- 
traction. 
Our subject was the third child in the order of 
birth, and was born in Franklin County, Pa., Dec. 
23, 1850. His education was received in the com- 
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mon schools, but he also attended Mercersburg 
College, in Franklin County, for one: year. He 
also took a course in Eastman’s Business College at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He has taught school in his 
native county two terms, and three terms in Ste- 
phenson County. ’ 

Our subject lived at home until he was twenty 
years old, when he started out in life for himself. 
Farming has been his principal occupation in life. 
He lived in Franklin County, Pa., until the spring 
of 1871, when he came to Stephenson County, 
where he located in Kent Township and has since 
resided. The first two summers after coming to 
Stephenson County he worked out on the farm, 
teaching school during the winter season. The fol- 
lowing year he rented land in Kent Township (the 
farm which he now occupies) and continued on it 
until 1883, when he purchased it, the same being 
the old homestead of David Erwin. He is now the 
owner of 140 acres of land, 125 of which is tillable. 

Mr. Thompson was married in Kent Township, 
May 17, 1872, to Miss Fiana Erwin, daughter of 
David and Sarah (Rudy) Erwin, who were natives 
of Lancaster, Pa. Mrs. Thompson was born in 
Kent Township, Oct. 12, 1852, and has borne her 
husband seven children. These are Rollin R., Sa- 
rah H., Lottie M., Levi F., Nettie M., Wilson E. 
and Perry S. Lottie M. died when one year, 
eleven months and five days old. 

Mr. Thompson was elected Supervisor of Kent 
Township in the spring of 1880, and has held the 
office continuously since that time. He also held 
the office of Township Clerk three years, and was 
Township Collector and School Director for sev- 
eral years. He is an attendant upon the German 
Baptist Church, and in politics, is a member of the 
Democratic party. 


| AMES SHINKLE, an honored pioneer of Ste- 

| phenson County, is with his estimable lady a 
resident of Waddams Township, on section 

6, where he located on the 3d of October, 

1837. There were no improvements upon _ the 
land from which he hoped to build up a permanent 
homestead, not even a shelter for his family, and 





they camped ont until he could put up a log cabin. 
As may be supposed, the land had not even come 
into market, but as soon as the land-office was 
opened at Dixon, he repaired thither and secured 
his title from the Government. 

The first crops which Mr. Shinkle harvested on 
his new farm were transported across the line into 
Wisconsin for market. This involved a journey of 
forty-two miles. Pork sold at one and one-half 
cents per pound, and the cereals in proportion. His 
land was heavily timbered, and the labor of pre- 
paring the soil for cultivation was no light task. 
The men of those days, however, were supplied with 
an ample stock of courage and determination, and 
Mr. Shinkle was in nowise lacking in these qualities 
so necessary to pioneer success. Hecleared a large 
acreage, erected a fine set of frame buildings, and in 
due time had eliminated from the wilderness one of ' 
the most beautiful and desirable homesteads in that 
section. 

The subject of this biography was born in Brown 
County, Ohio, May 2, 1810. His father, John 
Shinkle, was born in Bucks County, Pa., from which 
State his grandfather, Philip Shinkle, removed, and 
took up his abode in-that part of the Northwestern 
Territory now included in the State of Ohio. He 
loaded his goods on a flatboat at Pittsburgh, and 
made his way down the Ohio River, through a tract 
of country peopled by few white settlers. For four 
or five years afterward the family made their home 
on a flatboat, ready to cut loose and sail away at 
any time should the Indians become troublesome. 
In the meantime, however, Grandfather Shinkle 
cleared a tract of land on the Ohio bottoms, but 
finally made a permanent settlement back from the 
river in Brown County, where he ended his daysin 
comfort. : 

John Shinkle, the father of our subject, was buta 
boy when his parents removed from Pennsylvania 
to the Northwestern Territory. He developed into 
manhood amid the wild scenes of pioneer life, and 
when of suitable age was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary Shinkle, a distant relative. Like his 
father before him, he also cleared the heavy timber 
from a tract of land. marketing his produce mostly 
at the river towns, going down with a flatboat as 
far as New Orleans. ie lived and labored there 
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until 1826, then sold out his interests in the Buck- 
eye State, and, accompanied by his wife and ten 
children, started overland for Illinois. They trav- 
eled after the manner of the emigrants of those 
days, carrying with them their provisions and house- 
hold effects, and camped and cooked by the way- 
side, sleeping in their wagons at night. Mr. Shin- 
kle purchased a tract of land in Sangamon County, 
eight miles east of Springfield, where he perma- 
nently located, but only lived until the following 
year, his death taking place in 1827, when he was 
fifty-three years of age. The wife and mother sur- 
vived many years, and died in 1880 on the old 
homestead after she had passed her one hundred 
and second birthday. 

James Shinkle, our subject, was a youth of six- 
teen years when he came to Illinois with his parents, 
and remained with his widowed mother until his 
marriage, when he took charge of a large farm near 
the old homestead, where he remained until 1834. 
Thence he removed to Jo Daviess County, stop- 
ping near Galena two months. He then crossed the 
line into Wisconsin Territory, and engaged there a 
few months in the smelting works. Afterward he 
was in the mines until the fall of 1837, when he pro- 
ceeded as we have already indicated in the opening 
paragraph of this sketch. : 

The marriage of James Shinkle and Miss Mar- 
garet Williams was celebrated at the home of the 
bride in Sangamon County, Ill, Sept. 21, 1831. 
Mrs. Shinkle was born in Lincoln, N. C., and is the 
daughter of John and Lovina (Jones) Williams, na- 
tives of the same State. They removed from North 
Carolina to Harrison County, Ky., during the early 
settlement of the Blue Grass regions, and from there 
to Illinois in 1830. They first took up their abode 
in Sangamon County, whence in 1834 they removed 
to the mining regions of Jo Daviess County, and 
two years later to Waddams Township, Stephen- 
son County. Afterward they returned to LaFay- 
ette County, Wis., where they spent their declining 
years, and where their remains were laid to their 
final rest. Their household included four children: 
Erastus married Miss Eliza Jones, and is farming 
in Hamilton County, Iowa; George, who has the 
management of the homestead, was married to Miss 
Rachel Dezell, who became the mother of two chil- 
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dren, Margret E. and Mary L., and departed this 
life in the spring of 1878; James married Miss 
Martha Boynton, and they have four children— 
Almeda M., Margret E., Ira B.and Martha; Maria 
is unmarried and remains on the homestead with 
her parents; Jerome, the first-born son, died when 
eight years old; John 'T., the fourth son, during the 
late war, enlisted asa Union soldier in the 46th IILli- 
nois Infantry, and yielded up his life at Morganza 
Bend in 1864. The paternal grandfather of Mrs. 
Shinkle, Edward Williams by name, was, it is sup- 
posed, a native-of Maryland. He emigrated from 
there to North Carolina, and settled in Lincoln 
County, where he spent his last days. 

The experience of Mr. and Mrs. Shinkle has been 
varied and intensely interesting. They have ex- 
perienced all the vicissitudes of life in a new coun- 
try, and have watched with deep satisfaction the 
growth and development of one of the wealthiest 
counties in the Mississippi Valley. They have con- 
tributed their full share toward the advancement 
of the tide of civilization, and have lived in the 
midst of a people enterprising and industrious as 
themselves, and whose respect they have earned 
and fully enjoyed. They are still vigorous and 
healthful, representing the picture of well-ordered 
lives, the result of good habits, and the highest 
moral principles. They, in common with those 
who entered the wilderness, and who have lived to 
see it blossom as the rose, are accorded that peculiar 
veneration due the early pioneers, who experienced 
so much, and lived so well, building up a record 
which their decendants will be proud to look upon 
years hence. - 
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OHN F. SMITH, Postmaster of Freeport, 
| has been a resident of that city for over 
| thirty years, and is closely identified with 

the interests of Stephenson County. He 


first established himself in the grain trade at a_ 


time when the soil of this section seemed eminently 
adapted to the growth of the cereals. Railroad 
connections had already been made and our sub- 
ject built up an extensive trade which he continued 
for twenty-five years, In 1875 he became associated 
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in partnership with H. J. Porter, and the firm of 


Smith & Porter led the grain trade, and also oper- 
ated extensively in coal. Their office was located 
at the foot of Stephenson street, near the tracks 
of the Illinois Central and Northwestern Rail- 
roads. Their large business had the effect of 
stimulating all classes of business, and its projectors 
accordingly became valued factors in the commer- 
cial interests of Stephenson County. Mr. S. pos- 
sesses fine executive ability in addition to his 
business capacities, and many years ago was called 
to fill responsible positions in township and city 
government. 

Mr. Smith was born near the town of Murray, 
Orleans Co., N. Y., Nov. 29, 1834. His parents, 
John and Charlotte (Mason) Smith, were natives 
of England. The latter came to America with her 
father’s family about 1824. They located ona 
farm in Orleans County, N. Y., where they lived 
many years and then removed to the city of Buf- 
falo, where the father retired from active labor, and 
departed this‘life about 1873. The death of the 
mother occurred about 1872. The parental house- 
hold included seven children, who are now all de- 
ceased. 

Our subject passed his boyhood and youth mostly 
in the city of Buffalo, where he attended the public 
schools and received an eminently practical educa- 
tion. Upon leaving the parental roof to commence 
life for himself, he secured the position of cashier 


in the Prant Bank of Buffalo, which responsible - 


post he occupied until proffered a more desirable 
one with the Farmers and Merchants’ Bank of the 
same city. Hesevered his connection with this to 
seek a broader field of operations in the West, 
which was then holding out so many inducements 
to young and enterprising men. After taking up 
his residence in Freeport, Mr. Smith formed the 
acquaintance of Miss Nancy R., daughter of Seaba 
and Sophronia Dean, with whom he was united in 
marriage in 1860. 

Mr. Smith, in 1863, was elected Mayor of the 
city of Freeport, which office he held by re-election 
three years, and the duties of which he discharged 
with credit to himself and satisfaction to all con- 
cerned. He received the appointment of Postmas- 
ter from President Cleveland in 1885, and is emi- 





nently qualified both by his native business 
capacities and executive ability for this responsible 
office. He cast his first Presidential vote for 
Douglas, and since that time has been a stanch ad- 
herent of the Democratic party. His estimable 
wife is amember of the Episcopal Church. Their 
handsome and comfortable residence is located on 
Mechanic and Washington streets, and they number 
their friends by the score in a city which has 
known them long and well, and among the residents 
of which they have moved as leading figures in its 
best circles. 
yy 
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ILLIAM ANDREWS. Among the early 
Wel! pioneers of Stephenson County who came 

with brave hearts and strong hands to open 
upa home in the wilderness, upon soil which as yet 
had been untouched by the plowshare, was the sub- 
ject of this history, who has moved in and out 
among the people of West Point Township for a 
period of forty years, and by his worthy life and 
straightforward business course has fully estab- 
lished himself in their confidence and esteem. He 
first opened his eyes in the township of Claridon, 
Geauga Co., Ohio, Dec. 31, 1814, on the farm of 
his father, Benjamin Andrews, a New Englander 
who located in the Buckeye State in the pioneer 
days. The latter, a native of Connecticut, was 
born in the city of Hartford, where he grew to 
manhood, and whence he removed first to Genesee 
County, N. Y., and later to Ohio, the journey be- 
ing effected with ox-teams through an unbroken 
wilderness. ; 

Benjamin Andrews was one of the earliest set- 
tlers of Geauga County, Ohio, where he purchased 
a tract of heavily timbered laud four miles from 
what afterward became the village of Chardon in 
Claridon Township, where he first put up a log 
cabin after the primitive manner of those days, 
covering the roof with ‘shakes’ which were held 
in place by weight poles. The fireplace occupied 
nearly one side of the cabin, and the chimney was 
built outside of mud and sticks. In the absence 
of glass for windows greased paper was substituted, 
and the furniture of the new building was in keep- 
ing with the building itself. Within this humble 
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abode our subject first saw the light of day, aa 
continued to live in that locality until 1835. In 
the meantime his father had cleared the farm which 
he afterward sold, to remove to Rockport, a little 
town about seven miles west of Cleveland. Thir- 
teen years later he disposed of his property in the 
Buckeye State, and coming to this county located 
in West Point Township, where he continued until 
his death in August, 1864. 

The mother of our subject, formerly Miss Polly 
Douglas, was also a native of Hartford, Conn., and 
died in Rockport, Ohio, in February, 1844. Of 
her marriage with Benjamin Andrews there were 
born seven children, of whom the record is as fol- 
lows: George is a resident of Wright County, lowa; 
Caroline, who married Ashel Mastic, died in Rock- 
port, Ohio; Benjamin F. also died there before the 
removal of the family to the West; Orville is a resi- 
dent of Franklin County, Iowa; William, of our 
sketch, was the fifth child; Nancy, Mrs. Latham, 
died at the home of her husband in Lena; the 
youngest child died in infancy unnamed. 

The childhood and youth of William Andrews 


were spent after the manner of the sons of pioneer. 


farmers, and he was trained to habits of industry 
and economy. As soon as old enough he began 
making himself useful about the homestead of his 
father, commencing at a tender age to follow the 


plow and to work in the harvest field. His school- | 


ing was accomplished duriug a few weeks of each 
winter, and he remained a member of the parental 
household until twenty years of age. Afterward 
he worked by the month on a farm in Ohio until 
1838, when he joined his parents in this county. 
The first work in which Mr. Andrews engaged 
after coming to this locality was to assist ia build- 
ing the first bridge across Yellow Creek in West 
Point Township. Soon afterward he purchased a 
claim in that vicinity, his land being now included 
in West Point Township. About this time he was 
attacked with a it of homesickness, and it may be 
that there was an attraction which had the effect of 
turning his footsteps toward his native State. He 
trudged on foot from Stephenson County to Chi- 
cago, where he boarded a sailing-vessel and pro- 
ceeded by the Lakes to Cleveland. Soon after 
reaching Geauga County, Ohio, he thought it wise 
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| to secure unto himself the lady who had promised 
to. be his future wife and helpmeet, lest in his ab- 
sence some other man might put in a claim. Ac- 
cordingly ke was married, Nov. 5, 1838, to Miss 
Jane Tomlinson, and leaving his wife with her par- 
ents returned to Stephenson County and made 
preparations for her future comfort, going back for 
her the fall following. Upon their return he and 
his bride set up housekeeping in the log cabin 
which he had erected on the land included in his 
present farm, but which had not then come into 
market. He occupied this humble dwelling with 
his family for twelve years and then put up a pre- 
tentious frame structure, which was considered 
quite grand for those days. After becoming the 
mother of five children, who were named respect- 
ively, Terressa J., Sarah C., Lucia A., Lewis B. and 
Mary A., Mrs. Jane Andrews departed this life 
Oct. 10, 1872. 

Two years later Mr. A. returned to Ohio, and 
purchasing land near Rockport engaged in garden- 
ing and dairy farming until 1884. He then returned 
to Stephenson County and took up his abode on 
the old homestead. In the meantime, April 8, 
1875, he was married to Mrs. Lucy (Romp) Haw- 
kins, who was born in Olmsted, Ohio, Dec. 10, 
1832, and is the daughter of William A. and Anna 
(Frost) Romp, and widow of Nathan Hawkins 
The parents of Mrs. Andrews were natives respect- 
ively of New York and Ohio. Her maternal grand- 
parents were born in Connecticut. She lived with 
her parents until her marriage to Nathan Haw- 
kins, which took place in Olmsted, Ohio, in 1851. 
Of this union there were born three children: Lib- 
bie and Carrie are living in Rockport, Ohio, and 
Nettie is living with her mother. Mr. Hawkins 
was born in Mentor, Ohio, June 23, 1832, and lived 
there until reaching manhood. He was fairly edu- 
cated, a man of more than ordinary intelligence, 
and at the outbreak of the late war was one of 
the first to proffer his services in behalf of the Un- 
ion, enlisting in Co. G, 103d Ohio Vol. Inf. He 
participated in many of the important battles of 
the war, following bravely and uncomplainingly 
the fortunes of a soldier, and sacrificed himself 
upon the altar of his country amid the horrors of 
| Andersonville Prison, where his death took place 
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May 9, 1864. The place of his burial is unknown, 
but his name is held in kindly remembrance by 
those who knew him and appreciated his fidelity to 
duty, and the sacrifice which he made, even to the 
extent of giving up his life. 

The two children of the later marriage of our 
subject, Percy and Roy, both died of scarlet fever 
in March, 1885, aged respectively six and eight 
years. This bereavement was a sad blow to the 
afflicted parents, leaving a loneliness in the house- 
hold which can better be imagined than de- 
scribed. Mr. and Mrs. Anderson united with the 
Presbyterian Church at Lena in 1886, of which 
they have since remained active and consistent 
members. When first exercising the right of suf- 
frage Mr. Anderson identified himself with the 
Whig party, but upon the abandonment of that 
party cordially endorsed the principles of the Re- 
publicans. 
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4 pILLIAM RUTHERFORD. The Ruther- 
\/ ford family is of old Pennsylvania stock 

and sprung from Thomas Rutherford, who 
emigrated to the United States in 1728. This 
patriarch was of Scotch descent, although by birth 
Irish. He came over to the colonies with the first 
exodus of the hardy people from Europe. He was 
born in the vicinity of Cookstown, in the county 
of Tyrone, Ireland, and was a man of character 
and commanding influence among the early 
pioneers of Pennsylvania, being of stout build and 
hardy constitution, such as was neccessary to the 
first settlers. He was betrothed prior to leaving 
Ireland to Miss Jane Mordah who, however, pre- 
ceded him to America. When he arrived on the 
shores of the Western continent, family tradition 
has it that his earthly possessions consisted of one 
English shilling as a capital stock upon which to 
begin his career in the wilderness of a strange 
land. Not many months after his arrival here he 
met his intended, and they were married in 1730. 
Thomas Rutherford and his good wife lived to an 
advanced age, honored and respected by all who 
knew them and revered by their many descendants. 
Thomas died April 18, 1777, and his wife followed 
him Aug. 10, 1779. They both sleep side by side 
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in the old churchyard of Paxtang Church near 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

The tract of land secured by Thomas Ruther- 
ford in Dauphin County, Pa., has remained in pos- 
session of the family from that generation to this. 
The Rutherford family was of old Presbyterian stock. 
Two brothers who came from Ireland with Thomas 
settled in New England. ‘The descendants in the © 
female line are scattered over many States in the 

* Union, while but very few of the males have de- 
parted far from the ancestral acres. 

Beginning with the children of Thomas Ruther- 
ford, we have the following record: Agnes, born 
July 9, 1731, died aged four years; Eleanor, born 
Jan. 16, 1733,-married William Wilson; Jean, born 
June 22, 1734, married Thomas Mays; John, born 
Feb. 16, 1737, married Margaret Park; Thomas, 
Jr., born Feb. 12, 1743, Mary and Elizabeth born 
Feb. 17, 1745—Elizabeth died when but eight 
months old; James, born Aug. 8, 1747, married 
Margaret Brisbin; Samuel, born Dec. 15, 1749, 
married Susan Collier; Elizabeth, born Feb. 27, 
1752, married Patrick Gallaway. 

The children of John and Margaret (Park) 
Rutherford were_Jane, who became the wife of 
Samuel Hutchison, a Revolutionary soldier; Martha, 
born Feb. 27, 1765, married Capt. James Collier, 
an Officer in the Revolutionary War; Thomas, 
born Nov. 28, 1767, died Oct. 15, 1793, un- 
married ; Samuel, born July 16, 1769, married Eliza- 
beth Brisbin; Mary, born Sept. 13, 1771, married | 
Robert Gray, a soldier of the Revolution; John, Jr., 
the father of William who heads this notice, was born 
Jan. 15, 1774, and died May 1, 1832. He was first 
married to Jane Meader, and after her death he 
was married to Priscilla (Espy) Barrett. He had 
been a surveyor for many years, and was a repre- 
sentative citizen of high standing and great honor 
among the people of that part of Pensylvania, 
whose interests he served for several terms in the 
State Legislature, about the year 1820, being a 
staunch supporter of old Hickory Jackson. 

William Rutherford, the subject of this sketch, 
was born Feb, 24, 1830. He was reared and 
educated in the county of Dauphin, but when he 
became old enough served an apprenticeship in a 





printing-office three or four years. He afterward 
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came West to Illinois and located in Dakota Town- 
ship in Stephenson County, where he purchased 
160 acres of land to which he has since added 
eighty. In 1864 he purchased eighty acres on sec- 
tion 4, in Lancaster Township, and this became 
his home in 1865, where he has since resided. He 
has-also forty acres in Buckeye Township. 
November 1, 1860, Mr R. was married in Lan- 
caster Township to Miss Mary Hutchison, daughter 
of Thomas Hutchison, yet living on a farm in 
Dakota Township. Mrs. Rutherford was born in 
Perry County, Pa, April 15, 1837, and is of a 


| family of nine children. She was but a child when 
she came to Illinois. She is the mother of four 
children, viz: Nettie B. is the wife of A. O. Cling- 
| man, and resides on Mr. Rutherford’s farm in 


Dakota Township; Alice, the second daughter, was 
formerly a student in Jennings’ Seminary at Aurora, 
| butis now at home with her parents; John P., a 
very promising young man, died from sunstroke 
Aug. 15, 1887; Thomas H. is still at home. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rutherford are active members of the 
United Presbyterian Church, Mr. Rutherford now 
| being one of the Trutees and leading members of 
the organization. In politics, Mr. Rutherford 
supports Republican principles. 


ACOB HIGLEY, one of the early pioneers 

of this county, emigrated from his native 

New England in the fall of 1849 to seek his 
fortune in the far West. He was then 
twenty-eight years of age, having been born Sept. 
9, 1821, in Marlboro, Windham Co., Vt. He was 
reared to farming pursuits in a country whose soil 
and natural advantages were far different from 
those of the Prairie State. Here he has found 
agriculture comparatively easy, and has built up a 
good homestead in Loran Township, of which he 
has now been a resident over thirty-eight years. 
His property includes 154 acres, which be has 
brought to a good state of cultivation, and has 
erected a substantial set of farm buildings, fash- 















ioned after modern architecture and furnished with - 


the conveniences of this later.day. He also has 
other real estate, not connected with the homestead, 
in the same township. 

The parents of our subject, Theodore and Mercy 
(Haskell) Higley, were also natives of the Green 
Mountain State, whence they emigrated to Illinois 


with their son and, settling in Buffalo Grove Town- * 


ship, Ogle County, followed agriculture, and there 
spent the remainder of their days. Jacob was the 
seventh of twelve children included in the parental 


family and, like his brothers and sisters, received | 


the careful training which was extended to the 
children of that day and that section of country. 
Of his brothers and sisters who survive two are 
residents of Ogle County, Ill, and one lives in 


California, Jacob only living in Stephenson County. 


Mr. Higley, upon coming to this county, took 
up his abode in Loran Township, and_ purchased 
the land included in his present jhomestead. He 
had been.married in Marlboro, Vt., in the fall of 
1849, to Miss Josephine Howard, who was also a 
native of that town, and was born April 25, 1826 
She was the adopted daughter of Levi and Polly 
Howard, who spent their entire lives in Vermont. 
They had no children of their own, and extended 
to the orphan girl the care and affection which par- 
ents usually bestow upon their own children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Higley became the parents of seven chil- 
dren, who are recorded as follows: Alice J. is the 
wife of Henry Skelly, a mechanic, of Monroe, 
Green Co., Wis.; Manville H. married Miss Jan- 
ette Gillett, of Kent, and is farming in Kent 
Township, this county; Rosellie A. is the wife of 
John Mattis, a resident of Carroll County, Il.; 
Adelia, Edgar J., Charles R. and Izora remain with 
their father. Mrs. Josephine Higley departed this 
life at her home in Loran Township, Jan. 3, 1886. 
She was a lady of many excellent traits, and a de- 
voted member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Our subject is also connected with that church, of 
which he has been a member for thirty years. He 
was given an exhorter’s license in 1858, and _ has 
served as Class-Leader and Steward. Mr. H. has 
done much to build up Methodism, often preach- 
ing himself when the society could not secure a 
regular minister, and with the aid of only one 
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other, made arrangements to buy a chapel for the 
people to worship in. 

Mr. Higley was again married, Aug. 14, 1887, in 
Freeport, Stephenson County, to Mrs. A. A. Van 
Brocklin, daughter of the Hon. C. B. Wright, M. 
D., of that place, who emigrated from New York 
in the fall of 1855. Mr. H. and wife are living on 
the old homestead, enjoying the fruits of his labor, 


he having now retired from active business pur- | 


suits. Politically, he is a Republican. He has 
held the various offices of the township, and has in 
all respects fulfilled his obligations as a prominent 
and influential member of the community. 


—— 2 ——_ = 


ARTIN MURPHY, who resides in Wad- 
M dams Township, was born in County Kil- 
l\ kenny, Ireland, Oct. 11,1818. His father, 
John Murphy, was a native of the same county, 
where he lived and died. The elder Murphy was 
a wood-worker, and was principally engaged in 
manufacturing flax and spinning-wheels. The 
mother of our subject was, before her marriage, 
Miss Nancy Jordan, of County Wexford, Ire- 
land. John and Nancy Murphy were the parents 
of twelve children, ten of whom grew up, and two 
of whom came to America, one being Martin, of 
whom we write, and the other Mary, who married 
Mr. William Stewart, a resident of Lena for many 
years, and later of Friendville, Neb., where both 
died. Mr. Stewart was a soldier in Co. G, 92d II. 
Vol. Inf., in the late war. 

Martin Murphy was but eight years of age when 
his mother died, and very soon afterward he was 
thrown upon his own resources, and was obliged to 
take care of himself. He first went to Derby County, 
England, and located at Buckland Hollow, where 
he apprenticed himself to afirm of marble workers, 
and for seven long years applied himself faithfully 
to his new vocation. His employers were D. Whit- 
croft & Son, who paid him eight shillings a week. 
After finishing his apprenticeship, he secured em- 
ployment at twelve shillings a week, and worked at 
his trade in that vicinity until the year 1844, when 
he went to Lancaster, and there worked ina foundry 








with a view of bettering his condition, he set out 
from Liverpool for America, reaching New York 
thirty-six days later, when he started for the West 
via the Hudson River and Erie Canal to Buffalo, 
thence to Chicago by lake, and thence to Peoria 
by way of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. From 
Peoria he traveled by team to Freeport, which 
place he reached with only fifteen cents in his 
pocket. With a brave heart and a determination 
to succeed in this strange land, he obtained work of 
any kind that he could get to do, and finally suc- 
ceeded, making a residence in Harlem Township, 
where he resided for three years. In 1853 he 
bought eighty acres of land in Waddams Township, 
one and a.half miles from Lena. The lands were 
wild and barren, but feeling assured of their future 
value in the hands of an energetic man, he made 
the purchase. He erected a log cabin on the prem- 
ises, and also cleared up forty acres of the land, 
and placed it under cultivation, and there lived for 
nineteen years, when he sold out and purchased 
lands on sections 24 and 19, upon which he made 
his home until 1871, when, selling this farm, he pur- 
chased the property occupied by him at present. 

The present residence of Mr. Murphy is a very 
substantial brick house. He has also a large frame 
barn, and the land is in an excellent state of culti- 
vation, indicative of the progressiveness and indus- 
try of the owner. Mr. Murphy was married in 
1844 to Miss Ann Stocks, who was born in Derby, 
England. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Murphy 
are eight in number, as follows: Louisa, the wife of 


_ Henry Vansickle; Ann, who is married to Charles 
Vansickle, and Eliza, the wife of William W. 


Sisson, live in Waddams Township; Peter, who 


_died at the age of fifteen; Mary, wife of George 
_Sprague; John who resides in Freeport; and Eliz- 


abeth and Martin, who yet remain at home. 
It is a pleasure to write of such a genial, self- 


“made man as Martin Murphy, who, with only fif- 


teen cents in his pocket at the time of his arrival in 
Illinois, has with his own strong hands carved a 
magnificent home out of the wild prairie. At 
the time of his arrival, as he aptly expresses it, ‘he 
was wanting his dinner,” but he proceeded at once 


until 1847. On the 6th of September in that year, | torent a house in Harlem ‘Township, where he found 
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no difficulty in obtaining work, because when asked 
his price, he always answered, that as money was 
scarce, he was glad to get work at any figures. 
With a man of the determination of Mr. Murphy, 
there can be no such word as fail. He would have 
succeeded anywhere, and certainly there is no one 
in Waddams Township who is more deserving of the 
success he has obtained than genial, honest Martin 
Murphy. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy have for many 
years been communicants of the Methodist Church, 
being leading members of that organization in their 
vicinity. In politics Mr. Murphy is a Republican. 

The fine portrait of Mr. Murphy, which orna- 
ments another page of this work, is a deserved trib- 
ute to his many excellent traits as a man and a 
citizen. 


OHN W. POTTER, who was editor and pro- 
prietor of the Freeport Bulletin for many 
years, and up to the 23d of May, 1885, when 
he died in his fifty-third year, was born at 

Skibbereen, County Cork, Ireland. He was a 
practical printer, having served an apprenticeship 
at the trade at a large book publishing house in 
London. Having completed his “time” while 
quite a young man, he bade adieu to his boyhood 
scenes, and sailed to the United States. Reaching 
the Western Continent he set out to find employ- 
ment as a printer, which he did without difficulty 
in the cities of Baltimore and Buffalo. At Buffalo 
he lived several years, being employed in the Cour- 
ier and Express offices. In that city on the 16th of 
September, 1856, he was married to Miss Josephine 
Ryan, a sister of Thomas Ryan, Mrs. O. B. Potter 
and Mrs. F. J. Middleditch, now all of Freeport. 
Not long afterward Mr. Potter returned to his old 
home in the Emerald Isle, where he remained for 
seven years. Soon after reaching Ireland again, 
the subject of this sketch, in company with his 
father and brother Frederick, who is now the only 
one of the Potter brothers living, founded the Cork 
Eagle, which is at present one of the largest papers 
on the Island, and is still published by the latter. 

Having become pretty thoroughly Americanized 
during his previous residence, Mr. Potter longed 





to breathe the free air of the United States, and with 
his family set sail for this country in April, 1865. 
They lived at Buffalo for a time, and in the fall of 
1865 moved to Freeport. Mr. ° Potter found, em- 
ployment here as a printer for a couple of years, in 
what was then the “ Northwest” office. From 
Freeport he went to St. Louis and was for some 
time foreman in the composing room of the St. 
Louis Times. Later he spent some time at Spring- 
field, Mo., and later still established the Bol?var 
Herald in Southwestern Missouri, and edited it 
for several years. In January, 1873, Mr. Potter 
and C C.Shuler bought the Freeport Bulletin, and 


.the partnership thus formed continued until the 


latter part of October, 1874, when Mr. Potter be- 
came the sole editor of the Bulletin, and so con- 
tinued up to the date of his death. As Freeport 
grew there was a field for greater newspaper enter- 
prise, and in September, 1877, Mr. Potter met the 
requirements of the case, and issued the first Daily 
Bulletin, the demand for which has continued to 
increase year by year. In July, 1882, the Rock 
Island Argus was offered for sale, and Mr. Potter 
bought it, at the time considering it a good invest- 
ment, and subsequent events proved that his judg- 
ment was correct. 

In politics, Mr. Potter wasa Democrat. Indeed 
with his convictions and modes of thought, it was 
impossible for him to be otherwise. He believed 
in the greatest possible amount of individual lib- 
erty consistent with the preservation of order, and 
the rights of all, and one of his strongest aversions 
was toward the interference of Government with 
the personal habits or tastes of the people. In 
1880 Mr. Potter had the honor to be a delegate to 
the National Democratic Convention which placed 
Gen. Hancock in nomination for the Presidency. 
He was Chairman of the Democratic County Com- 
mittee for several years, and his advice was always 
valued in the management of each political cam- 
paign in the county or city. 

As a journalist, Mr. Potter was enterprising and 
successful. By his energy and business tact he 
rescued the Bulletin from a condition of extreme 
debility, and placed it in a commanding position 
among the newspapers of Illinois. He was inde- 
pendent and fearless, and his one great aim was to 
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be in the right. Political opponents were treated 
with fairness always, but an unclean record found 
no mercy at his hands. He was a true friend, and 
never forgot a kindness, and under proper circum- 
stances was always willing to forgive an enemy. 
Among his friends he was genial and companion- 
able, although to mere acquaintances he was in- 
clined to be reserved. 

Mrs. Potter died on the 21st of February, 1880, 
and the family now consists of two sons, O. F. and 
John W., Jr., and one daughter, Marion E. 


TRIE 


AMUEL E, DEAL has been widely and 
favorably known throughout Oneco Town- 
ship for the last thirty-nine years as one of 
its most enterprising and successful farm- 

ers and a merchant of no mean capacity. He es- 
tablished himself in the village of Oneco in 1864, 
with a good stock of general merchandise, and since 
that time has given the most of his attention to 
this, although acquiring farm property, and carry- 
ing on the cultivation of the soil. He is recognized 
as a thorough business man and a peaceable and 
law-abiding citizen, who is interested in the general 
welfare of his community and has contributed his 
share toward its moral and intellectual develop- 
ment. 

Mr. Deal was born in Northampton County, Pa., 
Oct. 19, 1825. His parents not long afterward re- 
moved to the city of Philadelphia, where they re- 
sided until he was thirteen years of age, and then 
took up their abode on a farm in Lycoming County. 
His father, Henry Deal, a native of Pennsylvania, 
was born in 1800, and was reared near Philadel- 
phia. The paternal grandfather was a native of 
Germany, and the mother of our subject was the 
daughter of a native of Ireland. Grandfather 
Deal was occupied as a carpenter and ship-builder, 
and assisted in the construction of the largest ship 
in the world at that time, namely, the ‘Pennsyl- 
vania.” Not long after this had been commenced, 
however, England had planned the “Great Eastern,” 
which was considerably larger, and which was com- 
pleted about the time the ‘Pennsylvania’ was 


lanched. Grandfather Deal served an apprentice- 








ship of three years in his native country, and was 
sent to the United States as head carpenter by a 
prominent firm, and subsequently became one of 
the heaviest contractors in and about Philadelphia. 
In 1839 he removed to Clinton County, where he 
spent his last days, his death taking place in 1847. 
Besides his gift as a natural mechanic, he possessed 
arare talent for music, a quality which was trans- 
mitted in a marked degree to many of his descend- 
ants. He officiated as leader of church choirs in 
Philadelphia for some years, and both as a singer 
and a performer on musical instruments, was con- 
sidered above the ordinary. 

Samuel E. Deal left his native State in 1848, and 
accompanied by his wife, sought the prairies of 
Illinois. After reaching Buffalo they proceeded to 
Chicago, via the Lakes, and from there he came 
by overland conveyance directly to Oneco Town- 
ship, this county. Mr. Deal possessed much of 
the skill which distinguished his lamented grand- 
father, and established a cabinet-shop at Oneco, 
which he conducted for several years in connection 
with carpentering and undertaking. He was thus 
occupied nine years, and then on account of failing 
eyesight was obliged to abandon work which re- 
quired the close use of his eyes. Mr. Deal then 
removed to a small tract of land half a mile south, 
where he carried on agriculture in a moderate way 
until 1864, when he sold this property and invested 
the proceeds in a stock of goods, which was the be- 
ginning of his mercantile life, and in which he has 
met with fair success. 

Mr. Deal was married first to Miss Catherine M. 
Rahorn, a native of Pennsylvania and the daugh- 
ter of Conrad Rahorn, who was of German birth 
and parentage. He emigrated to the United States 
early in life, and after a few years’ residence in 
Pennsylvania, migrated westward to this county, 
and spent his last years at Oneco. This wedding 
oceurred at the home of the bride in Clinton 
County, Pa., in 1847. Samuel and Catherine Deal 
became the parents of three children, a son and 
two daughters. The former, Henry R., is engaged 
as a wholesale grocer at Sioux City, Iowa; Mary, 
the daughter, was married to Fred Fair, who is 
conducting a creamery at Polo; Anna Elizabeth 
died in the fall of 1854, when five years of age. 
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The mother departed this life at her home in Oneco 
Township, in 1874. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married in December, 1875, was formerly Miss 
Baumgartner, daughter of Joe Baumgartner, and a 
native of Pennsylvania, where her birth took place 
in 1826. The parental household consisted of seven 
children; Mrs. Deal is the only daughter living. 
Both our subject and his wife are devoted mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Mr. Deal 
being especially enthusiastic in religious work. 
Politically, he is one of the stanchest supporters of 
the Republican party, of which he has been a mem- 
ber since 1854. He was formerly a Democrat. He 
has served his township as Clerk and School Di- 
rector. In his church he has been Class-Leader for a 
period of thirty-seven years, much of the time hay- 
ing charge of two classes. His children also are in 
sympathy with him in his religious work, and are 
members of the same church. 


Wf erie W. LOWIS, editor and proprietor 
of the Lena Star, as a practical and relia- 
ble journalist, occupies an enviable posi- 
tion among the newspaper publishers of Northern 
Illinois. His establishment is well furnished and 
equipped with improved machinery, constituting it 
one of the best job offices in Stephenson County, 
and capable of turning out tasteful and satisfactory 
work in a prompt and reliable manner. Under the 
present management the Star has become quite in- 
dispensable to the people of Stephenson County, 
as its steadily increasing circulation abundantly in-' 
dicates. Mr. Lowis is an enterprising and liberal- 
minded citizen, a pleasant and genial companion 
socially, and a man who enjoys in a marked degree 
the confidence and esteem of his friends. . 
Our subject is a native of Lincolnshire, England, 
and was born in the town of Spalding, Feb. 10, 
1846. His father, John W. Lowis, was a native of the 
same county, where he grew to manhood, married 
and remained until 1850. In the spring of that 
year, accompanied by his wife and eight children, 
‘he emigrated to America, and at once proceeded 





westward, locating in Janesville, Wis., and engaged 
in the grocery trade. Two years later he came to 
Freeport, and became a clerk in the office of the 
County Recorder, which position he occupied for 
a period of twelve years. Afterward he took 
charge of the grocery store of John Long, being 
thus employed two or three years. Then returning 
to Janesville he opened a private boarding-house, 
which he conducted until 1872, when his health 
began to fail, and he repaired to the home of his 
daughter in Escanaba, Mich., where his death took 
place the following spring. The mother of our 
subject, also a native of England, was in her girl- 
hood Miss Annie Bond. She was born in Lincoln- 
shire, came to the United States with her husband 
and family, and died in Janesville in 1850, a few 
months after their arrival at that place. Of the 
thirteen children included in the parental family 
seven grew to mature years. 

William W. was but five years of age when he 
crossed the Atlantic, and after completing his edu- 
cation at Freeport, at the age of eighteen entered 
the office of the Freeport -Bulletin to learn the 
printer’s trade. He made such good progress that 
he became foreman of the printing department be- 
fore his apprenticeship ended, and continued there 
twelve years. Afterward he was connected with 
the Lanark Gazette for two years, until March, 
1878, when he disposed of his interests there, and 
coming to Lena purchased the Star office. The 
paper, as now conducted, is independent in politics 
and meets all the requirements of a first-class 
weekly journal. 

Mr. Lowis, on the 6th of January, 1870, was 
united in marriage with Mary J., daughter of — 
George and Margaret Newcomer, of Pennsylvania. 
The one child born of this union, a son, Orestes 
Walker, died when four years of age. Our subject 
and his wife have a pleasant home on Oak street, 
and number among their friends and associates the 
cultivated and intelligent people of Lena. Mr. 
Lowis is a member of the Illinois Press Associa- 
tion, of which he was Vice President in 1886. For 
the past three years he has been Secretary of the 
Stephenson County Soldiers and Sailors’ Reunion. 
To the repeated calls upon his time in contributing 
to the pleasure and welfare of his fellow-citizens 
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he is ever ready to make a cheerful and liberal 
response, 

During the progress of the late war Mr. Lowis, 
in May, 1864, enlisted in the 40th Wisconsin In- 
fantry, and served six mouths; he was detailed 
principally to guard duty along the railroad run- 
ning from Memphis to Holly Springs, being near 
the former city at the time of the raid of Gen. 
Forrest. At the expiration of his term of enlist- 
ment, which was near the close of the war, he re- 
ceived an honorable discharge and returned home. 
Upon the organization of the G. A. R. he identi- 
fied himself with the order, and is now a member 
of William R. Goddard Post No. 258. In relig- 
ious matters he inclines to the Episcopalian faith. 


=> 30.54 «(lipo p< 


é HOMAS JEFFERSON VAN MATRE. One 
6 of the oldest and longest cultivated farms 

YQ) in Oneco Township, and one which has been 
kept in the family by succession from the time it 
was taken as a claim up to date, is the one on 
which Mr. Van Matre now resides. This gentle- 
man was born on the 16th of February, 1834, at 
Scales Mound, Jo Daviess Co., Ill. He is the son 
of Lewis V. Van Matre, who was the son of Mor- 
gan Van Matre, of Holland, who came to this coun- 
try when a young man. 

The father of our subject was born in Ohio, in 
1807, ona farm. His father died when he was a 
boy, and his mother marrying again he remained 
at home with her until he was twenty years of age, 
when he came West and secured employment in 
the lead mines at Galena. He remained there for 
nine years, farming and mining alternately. Dur- 
ing the Indian war which occurred at that period, 
he was a soldier in the service of the Government. 
In April, 1836, he moved to Oneco Township, and 
paid $100 for a claim of 150 acres of land, on 


- which the subject of this sketch now lives. He 


built a log cabin, commenced tilling the soil, and 
lived there twenty years, until his death at the age 
of seventy-nine. The first trip he made from Cin- 


cinnati to Galena was by river and the return was | 


made on horseback, in i837. On Jan. 13, 1831, he 
was married to Nancy Alexander, whose father 
was a Scotchman, and lived in Kentucky. Our 





subject’s father had fourteen children, and left 347 
acres of land in Oneco ‘Township, as well as valua- 


‘ble property in the town, where he lived sixteen 


years as a retired farmer. He erected the first barn 
in this county, which is still standing.. 

The subject of this sketch gained his limited edu- 
cation in the district school one and a half miles 
distant from his home, and has always followed the 
vocation of farming. On the 7th of April, 1855, 
he was married to Mary Ann French, daughter 
of Samuel French. Her mother was Catherine 
Smith, a daughter of Daniel Smith, a native of 


North Carolina, who was born in 1785, and grew 


to manhood there with his parents. He learned 
the trade of a blacksmith, but was a farmer the 
greater portion of his life. Hewas married there 
to Miss Dorcas McDaniels, and moved to Ohio 
some years after, locating in Highland County. In 
1846 he moved to Oneco Township and settled 
near the Wisconsin line, where he lived about seven 
years. He then moved to Oneco and lived ona 
rented farm two years, from which he removed to 
the McConnell farm and remained there until his 
wife died, in August, 1858. He then lived with 
the father-in-law of the subject of this sketch until 
June, 1885; then one of his sons took him and cared 
for him until December, 1886, when he was taken to 
Alfred Smith’s, where he remained until death. At 
the time of his death he was one hundred and two 
years of age, and strange to say retained his faculties 
until the last hour. Mr. and Mrs. Van Matre have 
had two children: Nancy Florida died June 28, 
1858; Charles E., born Jan. 17, 1856, is married 
and lives near by. Mr. Van Matre is a Democrat, 
and holds the office of School Director, which office 
his father held before hina. It affords us gratifica- 
tion to present in this connection an excellent por- 
trait of Mr. Van Matre, as that of a highly esteemed 
citizen of Oneco ‘Yownship, and one of the old set- 
tlers of Stephenson County. 
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Stover Manufacturing Company of Free- 
port, is a native of the German Eimpire and 
was born in May, 1856. Three years later he was 
brought by his parents, Oscar F. and Ernestine 
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Ziegler, to America. After a brief sojourn in the 
city of New York they set out for the West and 
located in the city of Freeport, where our subject 
was reared and educated. He remained under the 
parental roof until a youth of sixteen years, when 
he engaged to learn the trade of a machinist under 
Mr. Charles Knecht, with whom he spent three 
years. He was subsequently variously employed 
for a time and finally went to De Kalb County and 
engaged with the firm of I. L. Elwood & Co., man- 
ufacturers of barbed wire. He remained with this 
firm twelve months, then returned to Freeport and 
upon the organization of the Stover Manufactur- 
ing Company became a stockholder, and in 1880 
was made Superintendent of the works. He has 
distinguished himself as a young man of good 
judgment and enterprise, and is discharging the 
duties of his position in a highly creditable manner. 

Mr. Ziegler was married, in 1886, to Miss Hattie 
Snyder, daughter of J. H. Snyder, Esq., of Free- 
port. Their snug home is located on Carroll street. 
Mr. Z. is a member in good standing of the Knights 


of Pythias, and is a favorite in the social circles. 


frequented by himself and his estimable wife. 


SD PDP DIES 
ALES WOODRUFF, well known through- 
\y out Ridott Township, has distinguished 
himself as a successful farmer and stock- 


raiser, and is pleasantly located on section 2. He 
has been in possession of this property since the 
fall of 1846; prior to this he had emigrated from 
Tioga County, N. Y., where his parents had settled 
when he was a child two years of age. Heisa 
New Englander by birth, his native place being in 
the outskirts of Collinsville, Conn., where he first 
opened his eyes to the light Dec. 13, 1836. 

Lewis Woodruff, the father of our subject, was 
also born and reared in Connecticut and descended 
from an excellent old New England family, his 
father being John L. Woodruff, who spent the 
greater part of his life in Connecticut but finally 
moved to Tioga County, N. Y., where his death 
took place when he was nearly ninety-three years 
of age. The male members of the family for gen- 
erations back were mostly engaged in agricultural 





pursuits. John L. Woodruff was a man who de- 
lighted in availing himself of all the information 
possible in regard to men and things, and explored 
a portion of Illinois before his death, spending here 
about four years. Lewis Woodruff, the father of 
our subject, commenced his farming operations in 
his native State and was there married to Miss 
Sophia Gridley, also a native of Connecticut, and 
who died near Collinsville after the birth of her 
only child, our subject. He was but a year old 
when deprived of a mother’s care. but his father 
fortunately selected for his second wife her sister 
Nancy, who fulfilled to the orphan boy the place of 
a kind and tender friend and guardian. This lady 
is yet living, making her home with her step-son, 
our subject, and has arrived at the advanced age of 
eighty-one years. She has no children. 

Lewis Woodruff was one of the early settlers of 


this county and purchased and improved a good — 


farm in Ridott Township. He was intelligent and 
public-spirited, and took a deep interest in the 
growth and progress of his adopted State. Politi- 
cally, he was a stanch supporter of Democratic 
principles and exercised quite an influence with the 
party in this section. His death took place at his 
home in Ridott, Sept. 2, 1849, when he was thirty- 
nine years of age. 

The early life of Wales Woodruff was spent 
mostly in New York State, and he was a lad ten 
years of age when he came with his father to this 
county. The latter died three years later and the son 
remained on the farm with his step-mother until 
reaching manhood, and was married, Nov. 19, 1867, 
in the city of Chicago, to Miss Lucy Follett, a native 
of Franklin, Delaware Co., N. Y., who was born Noy. 
1, 1840. Her father, Sluman Follett, a native of 
Connecticut, spent his last years in the State of New 
York,*where he lived to be ninety years of age and 
was then gathered to his fathers. Mrs. Woodruff 
remained a resident of her native county until fif- 
teen years old, and then came with her father to 
Illinois, completing her education in the schools of 
Pecatonica Township. Of her marriage with our 
subject there were born four children, of whom 
two, Robert and Mary, are deceased. Hattie S. 
and George P. remain at home with their parents. 

For the last twenty years and since his marriage 
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Mr. Woodruff has devoted his entire attention to 
the cultivation of his land, upon which he has ef- 
fected valuable improvements. He is considered 
a first-class citizen in every sense, of the word, a 
man interested in the general welfare of his com- 
munity and willing to contribute of his time and 
means for the furtherance of worthy enterprises. 
He has always voted the straight Republican ticket. 
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HRISTOPHER EGGERT, of Rock Grove 
G Township, is numbered among the prosper- 
AS ous German farmers of that section of 


which he has been a resident since the spring of 
1843. Upon emigrating from his native Province 
in Germany, where he was born Sept. 30, 1808, he 
landed in New York City after an ocean voyage of 
sixty-five days on a sailing-vessel. Thence he pro- 
ceeded to Albany, a few months later to Detroit, 
and from there to Milwaukee. This involved a 
period of seven years, during which time he -had 
been employed as a laborer by the day and month. 
He had, however, true to the instincts of his thrifty 
German ancestry, managed to save a snug little 
sum of money, which he now wisely invested in 
120 acres of land, in Rock Grove Township. This 
was partially improved but without buildings. Mr. 
E. made it his first business to put up a log cabin, 
in which he domiciled his family until he had ad- 
vanced sufficiently to build the present comfortable 
residence. In those early days the nearest markets 
were Milwaukee and Galena, to which the produce 
of the farms was laboriously transported by ox and 
horse teams. Our subject, like his fellow pioneers, 
was equal to the emergencies of the period, and 
labored on hopefully until the dawn of a better 
time. After the construction of a railroad prices 
were better and transportation easier. The value. 
of the farm lands was also increased, and the set- 
tlers began to realize some of the rewards of their 
early toil and perseverance. 

Our subject is the son of Henry and Mena 
(Brockmeyer) Eggert, natives of Germany, who 
spent their entire lives on their native soil. He 
was twenty-six years of age when he came to this 
country, but was still unmarried. After taking 








up his residence at Milwaukee he made the ac- 
quaintance of Miss Christina Meinzer, whose 
womanly qualities commended her to him as an 
excellent wife and helpmeet, and they accordingly 
united in marriage at her home in that city Oct. 
12,1841. Mrs. E. is the daughter of Michael and 
Elizabeth (Meatz) Meinzer, also of German birth 
and parentage, who emigrated to this country in 
middle life and settled in Buffalo, N. Y., thence 
going to Milwaukee, and from Milwaukee to Rock 
Grove Township, where the mother died when 
fifty-two years of age, and the father after arriving 
at the advanced age of ninety-two. They were en- 
gaged in agricultural pursuits. Mrs. E. was born 
in Baden, April 5, 1824, and was consequently sev- 
enteen and one-half years of age at the time of her 
marriage, while our subject was then thirty-one. 
This union resulted in the birth of eight children, 
six now living, and the record of whom is as fol- 
lows: Louisa -M., Mrs. Henry Hagerman, is forty- 
two years of age and a resident of Rock Grove 
Township; Mary O., Mrs. John Bertcke, is forty 
years of age and a resident of Milwaukee; John 


‘G. died when one year and seven months old; 


Lydia C., Mrs. Henry Bertcke, is thirty-six years 
old, and a resident of Nebraska; Lucinda H., Mrs. 
John Fasler, also lives in Nebraska, and is thirty- 
four years of age; George D. married Miss Mary 
Schwader, and is engaged as a mechanic at Freeport; 
he is thirty years of age. Ellen M., Mrs. Her- 
man Schrodemeyer, is a resident of Rock Grove 
Township, and twenty-six years old. The family 
of Mrs. Eggert is connected with the Evangelical 
Church, and that of our subject with the German 
Reformed Church. Mr. and Mrs. E. belong to the 
former. : 

Our subject and his wife comprised one of eight 
families who formed the first church society in 
Rock Grove Township, and assisted in building 
the first church edifice, which was erected in 1850. 
The lumber for this structure was hauled from 
Milwaukee, in which labor the male members of the 
parish cheerfully joined. Mr. Eggert, soon after be- 
coming a citizen of the United States, took it upon 
himself to become acquainted with its system of 
government, and identified himself with the old 
Whig party. After its abandonment by the or- 
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ganization of the Republican party, be cheerfully 
endorsed the principles of the latter and voted for 
its first Presidential candidate, the famous and 
popular John C. Fremont. He has held the various 
local offices of his township, and discharged the 
duties of each with his customary care and fidelity, 
which is a characteristic of the man in all his re- 
lations of life. 
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JL, IRAM P. WINCHELL, who has been a res- 
| ) ident of Oneco Township for the last forty- 
seven years, occupies a comfortable home 

S)) near the village limits, where, since 1873 he 





has been industriously cultivating the soil and 
bringing about such improvements as his needs 
suggested and his means justified.. He first drew 
breath in Erie County, N. Y., March 15, 1839, and 
is the son of Ira and Betsey Winchell, of whom 
a sketch will be found elsewhere in this ALBum. 
He remained a member of the parental household 
antil the outbreak of the late war, and then enlisted 
Sept. 10, 1861, in Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf., the 
parents in the meantime having become residents 
of this State. He went with his regiment to Camp 
Butler, where they remained for a time, and then 
proceeded to the scene of conflict. Our subject, 
with his comrades, was present in the battle at Ft. 
Donelson, the siege of Corinth, and afterward at 
the siege of Vicksburg, which consumed a period 
of some forty days. Following this was the fight 
at Jackson, Miss., and our subject afterward met 
the enemy in many of the important battles of the 
war, serving until the close, the last service being in 
the charge at Ft. Blakesly. The regiment was mus- 
tered out at Baton Rouge. La., whence they pro- 
ceeded to Springfield, Il., where they received 
their final discharge. 

Our subject after being transformed from a sol- 
dier to a civilian returned to the home of his 
parents in Oneco ‘lownship, and rented his father’s 
farm for the following seven years, after which he 
purchased his present property. This is about half 
timber and half valley land, and from its proximity 
to the village of Oneco is quite valuable. 

Mr. Winchell was married in 1868 at the home 





of the bride’s parents in Clarno Township, Wis., to 
Miss Phoebe A., daughter of J. C. West, formerly 
of New York State, but then a resident of Clarno 
Township, Green Co., Wis. The early home of 
Mrs. Winchell was not far from that of her busband 
in Erie County, N. Y., where her birth took place 
Dec. 29, 1845. She was consequently twenty-two 
years of age at the time of her marriage. Her 
father was a carpenter by trade, and her paternal 
grandfather, Mathew West, also a native of the 
Empire State, was there engaged in agricultural 
pursuits his entire life. They were of Scotch ances- 
try, and came to America in the early days, during 
the struggle of the Colonists for their liberty. Mrs. 
Winchell departed this life at her home in Oneco 
Township, Feb. 3, 1887, when forty-two years of 
age. The one daughter born of this marriage, 
Myrtie C., came to the household on Aug. 1, 1877, 
and continues with her father. Our subject, like 
his honored sire, isa stanch supporter of Repub- 
lican principles. 
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R. MULNIX. Among the farming element 
of Stephenson County, there are those 
/—# who have attained financial success through 
their own irresistible energy and perseverance. Of 
this number the name of E. R. Mulnix is entitled 
to a prominent place. He is engaged in the prose- 
cution of his vocation on his fine farm on section 
16, Harlem Township, where he has met with good 
success. 

The parents of our subject, Stephen and Phoebe 
(Robinson) Mulnix, were born in Dutchess County, 
N.Y. After their marriage they removed to Dela- 
ware County, and subsequently to Greene County, 
where the father died Sept. 2, 1854. His good wife 
had preceded him to that better home, dying April 
3, 1852, and while they were yet residents of Dela- 
ware County. Stephen Mulnix was of English and 
his wife of Scotch descent. Their family of nine 
children consisted of four sons and five daughters. 

E. R. Mulnix was the eighth in order of birth of 
his parents’ children. He first saw light in Dela- 
ware County, N. Y., Aug. 23, 1826, and was there 
reared to manhood. He continued a resident of 
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the parental home until 1852, and then entered 
upon the duties of a school teacher.. His education 
had been acquired in the district and select schools 
of his native town, and also at an academy in Char- 
lotteville, Schoharie County. He continued teach- 
ing in New York until 1855, when he went to Iowa 
and was engaged in teaching in that State in the 
winter, and farming during the summer season. 
His teaching extended through about fourteen 
years. After going to the State of Iowa, he still 
further added to his fund of information by attend- 
ing the Northwest University in Fayette County 
one winter, 

E. R. Mulnix was married in Fayette County, 
lowa, March 27, 1856, to Desdemona, daughter of 
Martin and Mary S. (Mariner) Dunham. Her father 
was born in Mercer County, Pa., and her mother in 
Trumbull County, Ohio. Martin Dunham and wife, 
soon after their marriage, located in Mercer County, 
Pa., whence they migrated to Fayette County, 
lowa, in the spring of 1852, where they died, the 
latter Feb. 15, 1860, and the former Jan. 16, 1863. 
They had four sons and six daughters, of whom 
Mrs. Mulnix was the eldest. She was born in Mer- 
cer County, Jan. 16, 1829. Prior to her marriage 
she was engaged in teaching, which she followed in 
Pennsylvania, . Illinois and Iowa. Of her union 
with our subject six children have been born, 
namely, Mahlon D., Stella, Romana D., Corintha A., 
Sarah D. and Lola. Mahlon married Miss Eva 
Hinds, and they are living in Dakota; Stella died 
in Harlem Township, when seven years old; Ro- 
mana is the wife of John J. Ames, of Harlem Town- 
ship; and Corintha married John Holmes, and they 
live in Waddams Township; Sarah and Lola are 
living at home. 

In the spring of 1869 Mr. Mulnix came to this 
State and located in Harlem Township, this county, 
where he purchased 105 acres of land. He located 
on this and made it his home. 
and substantial buildings upon the place, and in ad- 
dition to the raising of the cereals, he has devoted 
a great portion of his time to the conducting of a 
dairy. Mr. Mulnix has added to his landed inter- 
ests in this county until he is now the owner of 220 
acres, nearly all of which is underan advanced state 
of cultivation. He keeps about sixty head of cat- 
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He has erected good. 
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tle and six head of horses upon his farm, and fat- 
tens from forty to 100 head of hogs annually. A 
view of the place is shown on another page of this 
work. 

While a resident of Iowa, Mr. Mulnix held the 
offices of Township Clerk, Township Treasurer and 
Justice of the Peace. In politics he is a substantial 
Republican with decided prohibition views. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mulnix are both members of the Christian 
Church, and are respected by all in the community 
in which they reside. 
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=3) EORGE MUSSER. One of the finest home 

é steads in Buckeye Township is located on 

section 7, and comprises 220 acres of finely 
cultivated land with a handsome brick residence 
and substantial out-buildings. The farm stock and 
machinery are of the best description, and the whole 
presents one of the most attractive features in the 
landscape of Stephenson County. Mr. Musser came 
to this section in the fall of 1864, purchasing the 
land which he now occupies, and upon which he 
labored industriously for many years, effecting the 
results which are now admired by the passing 
traveler, and which add greatly to the value of the 
adjacent farms, just asa fine large building in a 
prosperous city adds to the value of its surround- 
ings. ‘The main barn is provided with an ample 
stone basement and all the facilities for the storing 
of grain and the shelter of stock. A view of Mr. 
Musser’s residence and farm-buildings is shown on 
another page of this work. 

Our subject is a native of Penn Hall, Centre Co., 
Pa., his birth taking place Oct. 20,1828. He is the 
eldest son of Jonas and Maria Musser, to whom 
reference is made in the sketch of Daniel Musser, 
found elsewhere in this ALpum, and who were also 
natives of the Keystone State, where they spent the 
greater part of their lives, and where their remains 
were laid to rest. The early education of Mr. 
Musser was conducted in the subscription schools 
of his native county, and completed in the free 
schools after their establishment there. He was 
trained to habits of industry, and employed his 
summers assisting his father on the farm, remaining 
a member of the parental household until twenty- 
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four years of age. He was then united in marriage, 
in November, 1852, with Miss Lydia Condo, and 
soon afterward purchased the old: place at Penn 
Hall, where he operated as ‘mine host,” keeping a 
hotel which was patronized by large numbers of 
travelers through that section. Ue lived there un- 
til the fall of 1863, then sold out, and coming to 
this county, purchased in 1866 the tract of land 
which he has since transformed into a beautiful and 
desirable homestead. It is hardly necessary to say 
that he has effected great changes in the condition 
of the soil since first taking possession of it, which 
now yields each year the choicest products of the 
Prairie State. The farm and its appurtenances are 
not excelled by any in the township. 

The wife of our subject is a native of Aarons- 
burg, Centre Co., Pa., and was born in 1827. Her 
parents were Daniel and Mary Condo. Mr. and 
Mrs. Musser became the parents of three sons and 
two daughters, who are recorded as follows: How- 
ard, the eldest, is at home with his parents, and as- 
sists his father in the management of the farm; 
Jonas is engaged in farming in Floyd County, Lowa; 
Daniel, Lena and Augusta are also at home. 

Mr. Musser cast his first Presidential vote for 
Gen. Scott as a member of the old Whig party, in 
1852. Upon the dissolution of that party and the 
organization of the Republican, he cordially en- 
dorsed the principles of the latter. He has never 
been ambitious for office, but has preferred to give 
his entire attention to his private concerns, having 
little to do with politics otherwise than casting his 
vote at the general elections. He is a fair repre- 
sentative of one of the best families in the county, 
and has built up a good record for his descendants 
to reflect upon in coming years. 
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ATHER CLEMENT KALVELAGE, hav- 
gees: ing charge of St. Joseph’s Church at Free- 

ie port, is a citizen held in warm regard 
by his parishioners and the public at large. He is 
anative of the German Empire, and was born in the 
little city of Lohne, on the 23d of November, 1845. 
His parents, Herman and Mary (Dieckmann) Kal- 


were also of German birth and descent. 
The father died in his native land in 1858. The 
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balance of the family. emigrated to America in the 
fall of 1858, landing in New York, and settled in 
Chicago. Our subject was a lad of thirteen years 
when he came with his mother’s family to this coun- 
try. The following year he went to Milwaukee, 
Wis., and there he entered St. Francis’ Seminary, 
and pursued a rigorous course of study for five 
years, and subsequently completed his education in 
St. Mary’s Seminary at Chicago, which he attended 
four yeats. On returning to Milwaukee he was re- 
quired to study five months more in the school 
where he had been a pupil, and was then ordained 
Priest, Jan. 29, 1869. In February following he 
was sent to Ottawa, Ill., where he took charge of 
the German Catholic parish, and remained there 
five years. In March, 1874, he was appointed to 
his present charge, which under his supervision has 
greatly increased in importance and in member- 
ship, the congregation now numbering 250 families. 
The school connected with it is conducted by the 
Sisters of St. Francis, and accommodates about 
200 pupils. : 

The church building of St. Joseph is a substan- 
tial brick structure which was put up in 1872, at a 
cost of $30,000. It is in all respects an ornament 
to the city, being tasteful in architecture, and in its 
finishing and furnishing displaying excellent taste, 
a result in which the members and all interested 
may justly take pride. An excellent pipe organ 
contributes to the enjoyment of the exercises, and 
Father Kalvelage is in the habit of delivering dis- 
courses which are listened to attentively by a large 
proportion of the intelligent people of the city. 

We take pleasure in presenting in. connection 
with this sketch, an illustration of St. Joseph’s 
Church, school, and the pastoral residence of Father 
Kalvelage, which are among the best examples of 
church architecture in Freeport. 
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OHN S. SMITH, living in Dakota Township, 
isa man of English descent, and has won 
success by his own exertions, assisted by 
his. intelligent and amiable wife. The grand- 

father of Mr. Smith was a native of England, and 
emigrated to this country, possibly after marriage ; 
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at any rate his wife was an English lady. After 
settling in Franklin County, the grandfather capt- 
ured a young bear and made a pet of it, but after 
it became matured it grew ferocious, and getting 
loose one day squeezed its captor so that he was 
seriously injured, and never recovered from the 
effects of his injuries, dying shortly afterward. His 
wife was left a widow with her first child yet un- 
born, but being happily delivered of it christened 
it James Gordon, left the child with some friends, 
and went back to England to Jook after an estate 
that she was interested in. Whether she was lost 
at sea or not is not known, but she was never heard 
from again. . 

The young orphan child, James Gordon, was 
brought up by a gentleman in Franklin County, 
Pa., Joseph Crankelton by name. He grew to be 
a worthy citizen, and married Betsy Sibert. She 
was born and reared in Franklin County, and was 
of German descent but American parentage. To 
James Gordon Smith and wife were born seven 
children, of whom our subject is the second child, 
there being four sons and three daughters. ‘Those 
now living are our subject and two sisters. The 
parents late in life went to Knox County, Ohio, 
and lived there the rest of their lives. At the time 
of their death they were aged eighty-four and 
fifty-seven years respectively. They were mem- 
bers in good standing of the Lutheran Church, and 
the father was a Democrat. 

Our subject, Mr. John S. Smith, grew to man- 
hood in Franklin County, Pa., and was there mar- 
ried, Oct. 24, 1839, to Miss Catherine Frazier. 
Mrs. Smith was born and reared in Bedford County, 
and is the daughter of James and Elizabeth (Zig- 
ler) Frazier. ‘ They lived and died in Pennsylva- 
nia, and were for years keepers of a hotel in Bed- 
ford County, where they both died at a good old 
age. Mrs. Smith, their daughter, was born and 
reared in Bedford County, Pa., and there lived 
until her marriage. She is the mother of seven 
children, and is a woman of extremely forceful 
character. Of the seven children, one named after 
his grandfather, James G., is deceased. ‘The living 
children are: William, who is a stock-raiser and 
farmer, is married and lives in Dakota Territory ; 
Orlando resides in Nebraska; Elizabeth is married, 





and lives in Shelby County, Ill.; John F., who is 
married, is a lumber dealer in Dakota, Dakota 
Township; Franklin B. is married, and lives ona 
farm in Lancaster Township; Anna is living at 
home, a young lady of charming graces, whose 
social qualities make her a bright ornament in the 
community. 

Mr. Smith, after his marriage, lived four years 
in Knox County, Ohio. In the fall of 1844 he 
came to Illinois, and locating in Lancaster 'Town- 
ship, purchased large possessions there, and made 
it his home until after the war. Then he came to 
his present place, where he has lived ever since, his 
son, J. F., taking up the active duties of life and 
permitting his father to retire. Mr. John 8. Smith 
owns a tract of land of 300 acres, all lying together 
in Lancaster Township, and all well improved. He 
also owns five lots in Dakota. Himself and family 
are members of the Lutheran Church. He is greatly 
admired on account of his business qualities, which 
have won him a competence, and with the various 
interests of the township he has been closely con- 
nected. Politically, he votes the Democratic ticket. 
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jACOB B. SCHRACK, retired farmer, be- 
| sides his attractive village residence at 
Orangeville, is the proprietor of a country 
WZ home in Winslow Township. The former 
occupies an elevated position in the eastern part of 
town, the location being more than ordinarily at- 
tractive. He has occupied this since the spring of 
1876, at which time it was completed, being fin- 
ished and furnished in modern style. Mr. Schrack’s 
case is a forcible illustration of the results of indus- 
try and perseverance which are evidenced by his 
comfortable surroundings, including all the neces- 
saries and many of the luxuries of life. 

The subject of this biography is a native of Cen- 
tre County, Pa., and was born in Sugar Valley, 
June 16, 1824. His father, John Schrack, and his 
grandfather of the same name, were natives of 
Montgomery County, the latter being a stonemason 
by trade. He first removed to Union County, and 
thence to Centre County, locating there about 
1800, and being the third settler in the Sugar Creek 
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Valley. The removal was made with ox-teams, 
and there the paternal grandfather of our subjeet 
cleared a farm from the wilderness and spent the 
remainder of his life. His remains were laid to 
rest in the family burying-ground on the farm 
which is still owned by his descendants. 

John Schrack was a young boy when his parents 
became residents of Centre County, Pa., and there 
he developed into manhood and was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Catherine Brocious, a native. of 
that county. He purchased a tract of land which 
his father had improved, and upon it spent the 
remainder of his life, dying in 1846, and being bur- 
ied in the spot ‘consecrated as the sepulture of that 
branch of the family. His wife, Catherine, the 
mother of our subject, died about 1834, when her 
son Jacob was but a lad of ten. 

Jacob Schrack was reared on his father’s farm in 
Centre County, Pa., where he assisted in the labors 
of the homestead until a youth of sixteen, and then 
At this he 
served an apprenticeship of three years, but worked 
as a journeyman only one day thereafter. Upon 
reaching his majority he repaired to Philadelphia 
and for a year was employed as a laborer on the 
extension of the Schuylkill Canal, after which he 
returned home and began to make preparations for 
a removal westward. 

In the spring of 1847 our subject started for 
Illinois, traveling by stage to Erie, Pa., thence by 
the lake to Detroit, and from there by rail to 
Michigan, City, where he took astage which landed 
him finally at Freeport, Ill. He had traded a part of 
the old homestead for land in the Buckeye State, 
and was thus furnished with means to make a pur- 
chase in Illinois. Upon the latter stood a small 
log cabin, and about two and one-half acres were 
broken. Being still unmarried he boarded out, 
working at his trade and otherwise until 1850. In 
the spring of that year he was married, and settling 
upon his land commenced in earnest its improve- 
ment and cultivation. In due time he had his land 
fenced and provided with a good set of frame 
buildings. He occupied the homestead which he 
had thus built up by his industry and perseverance 
until 1874. In the spring of that year he rented 
out the farm and took up his residence in Orange- 


commenced the trade of a tanner. 








ville, where he has since resided. The dwelling 
which he now occupies was erected in 1876, and 
with its surroundings is considered one of the most 
desirable homes in the village. 

The marriage of Jacob B. Schrack and Miss 
Elizabeth Baumgardner was celebrated in Clarno 
Township, Wis., in the spring of 1850. Mrs. S. 
is a native of Cambria County, Pa., and was born 
in 1835. Of this union there have been born three 
children: Clara, Mrs. Ocker, is a resident of Oneco 
Township; Villa, Mrs. White, is a resident of Green 
County, Wis.; and Ida died in 1865. The second 
wife of our subject, to whom he was married in 
1866, was formerly Mrs. Lydia Karstter, a native 
of York County, Pa., the daughter of Jacob Mil- 
ler, and widow of Henry Karstter. Of this union 
there is one child, a son, John. Our subject is a 
member in good standing of the United Brethren 
Church, and Mrs. S. belongs to the Evangelical 
Church. 
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ILLIAM SOLADAY was born in Dauphin 
Yell County, Pa., July 18, 1826. His father, 
Michael, was a native of the old Keystone 
State. of German parentage, and was a miller by 
occupation, in which vocation he spent his earlier 
life in his native State. The maiden name of his 
wife was Rachel Harner. She was also a native of 
Pennsylvania, where she spent her entire life. 
William Soladay was reared amid agricultural 
pursuits, and remained in Pennsylvania until 1850, 
when he came to Illinois, traveling part of the dis- 
tance in a’ wagon, and the remainder of the way to 
Chicago by lake. At this point, together with sev- 
eral other persons, he was conveyed by wagon to 
Freeport, where he remained and farmed for about 
one year, and then operated a sawmill at Orange- 
ville for one year. In 1854 he bought a sawmill 
in Waddams Township, and lived there for five 
years, when selling the mill he purchased forty 
acres of land northeast of MeConnell’s Grove, upon 
which he began farming and working out by the 
day and month. He remained there until 1864, 
and then sold out and purchased the premises on 
which he now resides. In 1882 he rented his farin 
out, and moved to Lena, lived there for three 
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years, and then returned to his home. He now has 
excellent and convenient farm buildings, and also 
a granary and dairy. 

In 1852 Mr. Soladay was united in marriage with 
Jane St. John, who was born in Sangamon County, 
Ill., July 17, 1835, and was the daughter of An- 
drew and Catherine St. John, natives of Sangamon 
County. Mr. and Mrs. Soladay have been blessed 
with six children, viz., John, Catherine, Charles, 
Alice, Rachel and Arthur. The parents are con- 
sistent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Mr. Soladay was formerly attached to the Demo- 
cratic party, but of late years has acted with the 
Prohibitionists. , 

Mrs. Soladay’s maternal grandfather was among 
the early settlers of Illinois. He was born in 
France, and after coming to America engaged in 
business as an Indian trader, and at the time of 
the Black Hawk War was so engaged in Buckeye 
Township. Mrs. ‘soladay’s father was born and 
reared in Sangamon County, and married Cather- 
ine Chilton. They came to Stephenson County, 
and settled in the year 1836 in Buckeye Township. 


Here the father lived until his death. William” 


Soladay is a genial, pleasant man, social in his re- 
lations, and very worthy of the success he has at- 
tained in life. He is popular, and enjoys the es- 
teem of his associates. 


YA. RS. MARGARET SANDERS, who is the 
widow of William F. Sanders, resides in 

Oneco Township. She was born in Clin- 

ton County, Pa., on the 19th of July, 1846, 

and her husband, William Franklin Sanders, de- 
ceased, was born in Union County, Pa., on the 19th 
of December, 1836. He was the son of Jacob 
Sanders, a native of the same county, and so far as 
known, the family from its earliest history in this 
country were farmers. William Franklin Sanders 
lived at home until he was sixteen years of age, 
when he began life for himself by hiring out to 
work on farms. He attended a district school in 
Pennsylvania, and secured a fair education. He 
worked by the month until he was twenty-eight 





years of age, when he married, and bought a farm 
in Wisconsin, near the town of Wayne. He came 
West with his parents about 1849 or 1850, when 
they removed to Wisconsin and located in the town 
of Cadiz. In 1866 he traded his Wisconsin prop- 
erty for property then occupied by his wife’s father, 
John W. Worick, where he died at the age of forty- 
seven. 

Among the first to respond to the call for vol- 
unteers for service in the army from this section of 
the State, was Mr. Sanders. In May, 1861, he en- 
listed in Co. E, 15th Ill. Vol. Inf., but his service 
in the army was not of long duration. At the bat- 
tle of Pittsburg Landing, on the 6th of April, 1862, 
he received wounds which incapacitated him for 
further service, and he was consequently sent to 
Chicago, where he was honorably discharged from 
further service. He partially recovered from his 
wounds, and was very desirous of re-entering the 
service, but it was decided by the examining sur- 
geon that further army life would jeopardize his 
life, and his patriotic tender of further service was 
declined. 

Mrs. Margaret Sanders was the daughter of John 
Worick, and was born in Clinton County, Pa. 
Her father was the son of John Worick, and his 
father emigrated from Germany to this eountry. 
Her mother was Elizabeth McKesson, daughter of 
Samuel McKesson, who was a native of England. 
Mrs. Sanders’ father came to Illinois in 1854, and 
located in Oneco Township. He is making his 
home with her now, at the venerable age of seven- 
ty-seven years. 

Mrs. Sanders is the mother of three children: 
John W., who is married, and resides near the home 
place; Edward S. B. and Clayton F., who reside 
with their mother. John is twenty-two, Edward 
seventeen, and Clayton fourteen years of age. Dur- 
ing his life Mr. Sanders was a faithful adherent of 
the Republican party. Mrs. Sanders belongs to the 
Evangelical Church, of which denomination her 
husband was a member at the time of his death. 
Mrs. Sanders has two brothers, John and Jeremiah 
Worick, who were soldiers in the army in the war 
for the Union, serving throughout the war. They 
participated in numerous engagements, and closed 
their term of service without receiving any wounds, 








}—~< te 














a 














4 650 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








John F, is a resident of Nevada; Jeremiah lives in 
Portland, Ore., and is engaged in the agricultural 
implement business. 


oo) 
Ss Fe 


IEDRICH B. SCHULTE, for many years 
/ one of the active manufacturers and busi- 
ness men of Freeport, now a capitalist 
and retired from active business, was born 
in Prussia, Germany, on the 11th of December, 1822, 
in the city of Iserlohn, Westphalia, where he spent 
his youth, entering school at the age of six years 
and continuing until the age of sixteen. He then 
became an apprentice to a harness-maker and served 
three years. After becoming proficient in his trade, 
he became somewhat of a rover and visited many 
places in Europe, where he worked at his trade and 
acquired a most thorough knowledge of all its dif- 
ferent branches. He continued to travel and work 
as a journeyman harness-maker until 1850, when he 
sailed for America, arriving at New York. From 
there he went to Detroit, Mich., and worked at his 
trade three years. From Detroit he went to St. 
Louis, where he remained a short time and then 
went to Zanesville, Ohio, where he found employ- 
ment, and was married, in 1853, to Miss Mary E. 
Heintz, who was a native of Germany. 

The next year, with his wife, Mr. S. came to 
Freeport, Ill., where he opened a shop for the 
manufacture and repairing of harness. He prose- 
cuted this business and devoted his whole time 
faithfully to it from 1854 to 1881, when he retired 
from business, turning it over to his son, Harmon 
Schulte, who continued the business on Galena 
street until his death in 1885. Mr. Schulte, while 
he conducted the harness business, worked from 
six to eight men and produced a large amount of 
goods each year. He is a practical and self-reliant 
man. When he landed at Detroit, Mich., he had 
but $50 in money, but nothing daunted he made 
the best of the situation possible. He has always 
been a hard worker, a prudent and economical 
manager, and one who religiously fulfilled every 
obligation he ever made. His success has been of 
that kind which comes slowly but surely, and is 





the result of an honest and straightforward busi- 
ness course. He now lives in a fine residence, 
which is surrounded by all the conveniences and 
accessories of a model home. He owns a business 
block which brings him a good revenue, as well as 
anumber of dwelling-houses. Besides these he 
owns lands in Dakota. He is one of the stock- 
holders in the Henney Buggy Company, and a 
large stockholder in the German Insurance Com- 
pany, which is one of the solid institutions of the 
Northwest. 

Mr, and Mrs. Schulte are the parents of six chil- 
dren—Harmon (deceased), Emma, Otto, Matilda 
and Albert; one child died in infancy. Mr. Schulte 
served one term as Assistant Supervisor, and has 
been Treasurer of the city. He has held the office 
of School Treasurer for the past six years. He is 
one of the partners in the German Bank of Free- 
port, in which he owns quite an interest. In his 
political affiliations Mr. Schulte is a stanch Demo- 
crat anda strong supporter of the administration 
of Grover Cleveland. He is a member of Freeport 
Lodge No. 289, I. O. O. F., and a prominent mem- 
ber of the Germania Society. 


eaetal oe 4). Sl eee 


yj OHN P. MITCHELL, one of the progressive 

| farmers of Ridott Township, is living on 

section 25, but owns lands on both sections 

25 and 36. His possessions comprise 240 

acres, all of which is under the plow and is exceed- 
ingly fertile land. 

Mr. Mitchell was born in Geauga County, Ohio, 
Dec. 25, 1853. His father, David Mitchel], was a 
native of New York State, and a farmer by occu- 
pation, having come to Geauga County in his boy- 
hood. He was reared and married there, choosing 
as his wife Miss Amelia Smith. She was born and 
reared in the State of Ohio, having lived there un- 
til her marriage. After the birth of three children, 
the eldest of whom died in Ohio, the parents with 
their two remaining children, our subject being the 
younger, came to Illinois in the summer of 1854, 
and at once took up a Government claim on sec- 
tion 36, and which is still in the possession of Mr. 
J. P. Mitchell. This became their home until 
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1869, when they moved to Pecatonica, Ill., and are 
now living in that town. ‘The father is now a 
Republican, having been converted from the 
Democracy. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in Ri- 
dott ‘Township and in Pecatonica, and was married 
in the latter place, Jan. 23, 1877, to Miss May Hen- 
derson, who was born in Boone County Oct. 23, 
1854, and was reared and educated in Pecatonica 
Township, living with her, father, Zina Henderson, 
until her marriage. She was unfortunate enough 
to lose both her parents. They came from New 
York State to Boone County, and afterward to 
Pecatonica Township, where they both died. 

Mrs. Mitchell is the mother of two children, one 
of whom is dead. Robert D., born May 8, 1880, 
is at home with his parents. A little girl died un- 
named. She was born July 19, 1878, and-died Jan. 
4,1879. After his marriage Mr. Mitchell lived in 
Linn County, lowa, thinking to earn his living 
there, but returned to Illinois at the expiration of 
three years and made the old homestead his place 
of residence. Mr. Mitchell is a man of good edu- 
cation, taking a thoughtful interest in public affairs. 
He is interested in the educational facilities of the 
township, and is a member of the School Board. In 
politics he is a solid Republican. A handsome 
lithographic view of Mr. Mitchell’s residence is 
shown on another page. 

ea 
TX AVID M. SWARTZ. All the antecedents 
of Mr. Swartz were Pennsylvanians, and 
of German descent. His father was 
Michael Swartz, who was born in Centre 
County, Pa., on the 21st of July, 1821. He was 
the son of George Swartz, who with the grandfather 
also, were natives of Pennsylvania. The father 
and allhis people before him were farmers. He 
lived with his parents until he arrived at the age 
of maturity, when he was married to Sarah Musser, 
a native of Pennsylvania, whose family were farm- 
ers. A few years after his marriage he bought a 
farm, which he cultivated. For many years he 


served asa magistrate; and during that time he 
acted as executor and administrator of many estates, 
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| Centre County, Pa., on the 12th of February, 1853, 





He spent the last days of his life in Centre County. 
Pa., and died at the age of eighty-two. He had 
nine children, six of whom are yet living, and of 
whom the father of the subject of this sketch was 
the oldest. He lived with his parents until 1844, 
assisting his father on the farm and attending a 
subscription school, at which he received a more 
than average education. In 1844 he married Hettie 
Mench, daughter of Abraham Mench, of Pennsyl- 
vania. She was born in 1817, and was the seventh 
child of a family of ten. Her parents were farmers, 
as were all their relatives, so far as known, and they 
died in Pennsylvania. One of her brothers was 
eighty-eight years of age when he died. The 
families of both were remarkable for their longev- 
ity. After marriage he rented his father’s farm, 
which he tilled ror four years, and then lived apart 
from his father for six years, He then went ona 
prospecting tour to the West to lcok over the 
country with a view of finding a location, and 
came to Stephenson County, Ill., where he pur- 
chased a farm. ‘The following year he went back 
to Pennsylvania for his wife, and returned to his 
farm where he has lived ever since, except eight 
years spent in retirement at Orangeville. He now 
rents his farm to his son David. Mr. Swartz has 
four children living and two dead, as follows: 
Philip, at Rock Grove, who is married and is 4 
storekeeper; Sarali J. died at the age of twenty-five; 
Hannah M. is married to Mr. L. Burger, and lives 
in Lee County, Ill.; David M. is married and oceu- 
pies the old homestead; his wife was Miss Amelia 
Philby, a native of Stephenson County. Susan L., 
married to J. W. Lambert, lives in Iowa; Martin 
L. died at the age of twenty-six. 

Mr. Swartz is a Democrat in politics, and has 
filled several local offices, including those of Asses- 
sor and School Director. The Michael Swartz 
landed estate consists of 100 acres in the home 
farm, eighty acres two and a half miles east, and 
nineteen acres of timber land across the line in 
Wisconsin. Mr. Swartz paid cash for his farm, and 
the splendid buildings located thereon were put up 
by him, and paid for with the money earned on 
the farm. 

David M. Swartz, son of Michael, was born in 
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and was married on the 15th of February, 1874, to 
Miss Amelia Philby, daughter of Emanuel Philby, 
who came from Pennsylvania. Her father was en- 
gaged in distilling and milling. Her mother is 
living with W. F. Swartz, a son-in-law. Mrs. 
Swartz was born in November, 1859. David M. 
Swartz occupies the old family homestead, where 
he will probably remain. His political affiliations 
are with the Democratic party. 


OE Bt Ope 


yILLIAM SHIPPEE, of Waddams Town- 
\pf ship, owns and occupies one of its most 
attractive farm residences, and is the pro- 
prietor of 128 acres of land on section 9. His 
early home, not far from the Atlantic coast, was in 
Bergen County, now included in Passaic County, 
N. J.; his birth took place Dec. 7, 1816. He was 
a young child when his father died, and was reared 
by his step-father, John Freeland. 

Our subject when fifteen years of age set out in 
life for himself and commenced to learn the trade 
of a hatter in the city of Orange. He served an 
apprenticeship of five years, and was afterward 
employed as a journeyman three years. He then 
departed from his native State and going into 
Clearfield County, Pa., purchased 100 acres of tim- 
ber land at $3 per acre, erected a log house and, 
abandoning the hatter’s trade forever, settled con- 
tentedly down to the life of an agriculturist. He 
cleared fifty acres of the land during his residence 
there, and that winter and several following occu- 
pied himself in teaching school. The salary of the 
pedagogues of that time-anci locality was sometimes 
$20, and sometimes $12 per month. - Farm laborers 
received fifty cents per day in ordinary seasons 
and during harvest time twelve and one-half cents 
additional. 

Mr. Shippee taught a three months’ school dur- 
ing thirteen successive winters, and each spring 
after the river had broken up rafted lumber down 
the West Branch of the Susquehanna. In the 
summer and fall he employed himself in the culti- 
vation of his land. He was first married Dec. 17, 
1843, to Miss Hannah Hoover, a native of Centre 
County, Pa., who died at their home Jan. 20, 1850, 
The two children, John 








aged twenty-nine years. 





and Ira, are both now residents of Waddams Town- 
ship, this county. 

The year following the death of his wife, which 
took place in 1851, Mr. Shippee came to Illinois 
thinking to better his condition in the farther West. 
He had friends at McConnell’s Grove, this county, 
and visiting them he looked about him for land, 
and finally purchased eighty acres on the south 
half of section 11, in Waddams Township. For 
this he paid $4 per acre, and also purchased twenty 
acres of timber in Oneco Township at $4.50 per 
acre. He then returned to Pennsylvania where he 
spent the winter, and in the spring, accompanied 
by his mother and his two little sons, came back to 
Illinois, put up a dwelling and took possession of 
his land. He improved a part of this and occupied 
it until the fall of 1854, when he suld out at $18 
per acre, thus realizing a very fair profit upon his 
investment. Soon afterward he purchased the land 
which is included in his present homestead, and for 
which he paid $12 per acre. Upon it stood a partly 
finished house in a dilapidated condition, which he 
put in repair and made comfortable for his family. 
In 1881 he completed the erection of a fine set of 
frame buildings, around which he planted fruit and 
shade trees, and has effected other improvements 
which have rendered it one of the most desirable 
homesteads in Waddams Township. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married March 30, 1856, was formerly Miss Mary 
Bechtold. She was born in Clarke County, Ohio, 
June 19, 1840, and is the daughter of Samuel and 
Elizabeth Bechtold, natives of Pennsylvania. -Her 
parents emigrated to Stephenson County in 1843, 
and located in Buckeye Township, where they spent 
the remainder of their days. Of this marriage 
there were born twelve children, of whom the rec- 
ord is as follows: Wilber isa resident of Pipe Stone 
County, Minn., as is also his sister Suffrona, who 
married W. M. Hake; Bertha is the wife of Robert 
Musser, a farmer of Oneco Township, this county ; 
Emma, Mrs. John Hake, lives in Palo Alto County, 
Iowa; Cyrus is farming in Waddams Township, this 
county; Blucher is a resident of Iowa; Elizabeth, 
Mary Alice, Lois, Orrin, Annetta and Mahlon, are 
at home with their parents. 

Mr. Shippee is Democratic in politics, and a gen- 
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tleman of more than ordinary intelligence. He 
keeps himself well posted upon current events and 
is an extensive reader, possessing a large fund of 
general information. He enjoys the advantages 
ofa good education, and is the cordial and substan- 
tial supporter of those enterprises which tend to 
the moral and intellectual advancement of his 
community. In religious views he is liberal. He 
has served as Justice of the Peace eight years and 
has been Commissioner of Highways. His farm- 
ing and business operations are conducted in that 
straightforward and systematic manner which de- 
notes the intelligent and progressive citizen, and 
he enjoys ina marked manner the regard of his 
friends and neighbors. 


ee i 


(jy. ON. JAMES IRVIN: NEFF. It is with 
\ pleasure and profit that we trace the fort- 

unes of one who has achieved success in 

S)) life; especially so, if that success has been 
won amidst difficulties. James Irvin Neff is of the 
number of those who have by earnest effort and 


sition in society. He was born in Centre County, 
Pa., Oct. 5, 1839. His remote ancestors were of 
Swiss descent, but his grandfather, John Neff, 
his father, Col. Josiah Neff, and his mother, whose 
maiden name was Molly Emmert, were all born, 
lived and died in Pennsylvania. Josiah Neff was 
a farmer by occupation, and a man possessing 
strong points of character, which constituted him 
a prominent and influential member of his com- 
munity. 

The early boyhood of James I. Neff was passed 
upon the farm in his native county, where in the 
winters he attended the district school. Later he 
entered Dickinson Seminary at Williamsport, Pa., 
from which he was graduated in 1861. In January 
of the following year he entered the law office of 
Col. Leander Stem, of Tiffin, Ohio. Here his 
studies were rudely broken up by the notes of war 
which resounded throughout the land, and which 
moved him to patriotic deeds. Laying aside his 
personal interests, he enlisted in the 101st Ohio In- 
fantry, which Col. Stem had assisted in organizing. 









diligence attained high honors and an enviable po- 





Before leaving the State he was commissioned Sec- 
ond Lieutenant of Company H. The regiment 
was assigned to the Army of the Cumberland, Ist 
Brigade, Ist Division, 4th Army Corps. Lieut. 
Neff was successively promoted First Lieutenant, 
Adjutant of the Regiment, and finally to Captain 
of Company H. He led his comrades at the battles 
of Perryville, Ky., Stone River, Chickamauga, 
Mission Ridge, Resaca, and other places, the names 
of which are familiar to all who have any knowl- 
edge of the history of the late war. He was also 
in the Atlanta campaign, which continued for nearly 
100 days. ; 
At Kennesaw Mountain the Captain’s regiment 
suffered severely through an effort made to dis- 
lodge the enemy by direct assault. During this 
campaign the battles of Peachtree Creek, Jones- 
boro and Atlanta were fought. Upon the capitula- 
tion of Atlanta, Capt. Neff, with Gen. Thomas’ 
command, followed Hood in the race for Nashville, 
and participated in the battles of Franklin Nov. 30, 
1864, and Nashville, December 16 and 17 of the 
same year. ‘These battles resulted in the complete 
rout and almost total destruction of Hood’s army. 
Capt. Neff was mustered out of service at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, in June, 1865. His old preceptor hay- 
ing been killed in battle, he resumed the study of 
law with Lee & Brewer, of Tiffin, and was admitted 
to the bar at Columbus, Ohio, in January, 1867. 
The following June he removed to Freeport and 
commenced the practice of law in partnership with 
Thomas J. Turner, which partnership continued 
two years. At the expiration of that time the 
firm of Bailey & Neff was formed, and continued 
for ten years. In the fall of 1878 the firm of Neff 
& Stearns was organized, and for a period of nine 
years has had charge of many important cases at 
the bar of Stephenson County. Both members of 
the firm possess much natural ability, and have 
been close students of the law in all its bearings. 
For fifteen years Mr. Neff has been the attorney 
for the Hlinois Central Railroad Company, and for 
several years has sustained a like relation with the 
Chicago, Madison & -Northern Railruad Com- 
pany. Our subject’s signal ability before a 
jury places him in the front rank of attorneys of 
Northern Illinois, and few are the cases requiring 
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skill and legal knowledge that come before the 
courts in his county, in which his services are not 
solicited. His large and constantly increasing prac- 
tice is a high testimonial to his worth and ability. 

“Mr. Neff served as a méinber of the Illinois Leg- 
islature in 1879-80, and assisted in the election of 
Gen. Logan to the United States Senate. In 1884 
he was elected a member of the State Board of 
Equalization. with which body he is still connected. 
He is deeply interested in and always was solicit- 
ous for the welfare of the old soldiers, and has 
been commander of John A. Davis Post, G. A. R., 
of which body he still remains an active member. 
He is also connected with the Illinois Commandery 
of the military order of the Loyal Legion of the 
United States. 

The marriage of James I. Neff and Miss Cath- 
erine Rowell was celebrated at the home of the 
bride at Freeport, Jan. 29, 1879. Mrs. Neff is the 
only child of William D. and Amelia Rowell. Of 
this union there have been born two children: 
Florence, Aug. 19, 1882, and William R., Nov. 
9, 1885. Their pleasant and tasteful home is lo- 
cated on Stephenson street, and is frequented by 
the refined and cultivated people of the city. 

Mr. Neff is President of the Freeport, Dodge- 
ville & Northern Railroad Company, whose line 
is now in process of construction, is actively inter- 
ested in whatever pertains to the general welfare of 
his community, and is usually one of the leaders in 
those enterprises tending to build up the city. He 
is a Republican in politics, and religiously is a mem- 
ber of Zion Episcopal Church, of Freeport. 

As among the leading and representative men of 
the county, we take pleasure ‘in presenting the 
portrait of Mr. Neff in this ALBum. 


PS DDE Sa 


ALENTINE STOSKOPF, of Freeport, IIL, 
\) was born March 6, 1817, in-the village of 

Enghien, Alsace, France (now Germany). 
He was sent to the public schools until] fourteen 
years of age, and studied the common-school 
branches under Valentine Keck and also French 
and German, they being the common and familiar 
languages spoken. The French Government was 
as careful to engraft the French language, literature 





and customs on the German peopie who inhabited 
that district, as doubtless the German Government 
now is to obliterate all traces of them: His father, 
Leonard Stoskopf, was a blacksmith and farrier, 
who proceeded to initiate young Valentine, on his 
leaving school, into the mysteries of that trade, 
His mother having died when he was nine years 
old, and his trade being partially learned, young 
Stoskopf proceeded to Paris in 1834 to try his fort- 
unes in the Frenchmen’s ideal capital. There he 
worked in a carriage factory over a year, during 
which time he varied the monotony of daily labor 
by attending a night school. In the winter of 
1835-36 he turned his face toward the New 
World, embarking on a large sailing-vessel, which 
occupied thirty-six days in carrying him across the 
ocean, landing him in New York in January, 1836. 
Here he remained until spring, when he entered a 
carriage-shop in New Jersey, where he worked six 
months on carriages, which were sent to New York 
and mostly found a market in the South. After 
working four months at Hackettstown, N. J., he re- 
turned to New York, on his way to Canada, which 
he reached by the way of Buffalo, making his home 
for two months with an uncle near Stratford, Can- 
ada. At the age of twenty he started a shop on 
his own account in Glasgow, Canada, and carried 
on the business there for three years. 

On the 6th of October, 1839, our subject was 
married to Miss Paulina Schaub, an Episcopal 
clergyman performing the ceremony. In May, 
1841, he packed his belongings in two canvas cov- 
ered wagons, and with his wife and infant: son, 
started on his journey in search of a new home in 
the great unknown and apparently boundless West. 
Passing through Southern Michigan by the way of 
Detroit and Watertown, they stopped one day 
in Chicago, then a town of 4,000 inhabitants, 
with little promise of its future remarkable history. 
They reached Freeport about July, 1841, then a 
little hamlet of about a dozen houses. Hitherto 
his life had been by no means an idle or uneventful 
one, but with his advent to the Westa new career 
opened before’ him, with changed conditions and 
ever varying circumstances. To his sagacity in 
reading the signs of the times, to his facility in di- i 
recting his energy to the objects from which the 
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best results were obtainable, as well as to his untir- 
ing energy and industry, his exceptional success in 
life is due. ‘his adaptability is well shown in the 
checkered character of his history. He was a 
farmer when this was the most available means of 
obtaining a livelihood, a mechanic when there wasa 
demand for his labor,a teamster when a distant 
market had to be reached, a manufacturer when a 
market for his products was attainable at home, 
and an explorer and judicious buyer of wild and 
seemingly worthless land. And he did whatever 
his hands found to do with all his might. 

Mr. Stoskopf’s first place of residence in Freeport 
was in the block fronting on Van Buren and Galena 
streets. He carried on a shop near where the Illi- 
nois Central Depot now stands, which he after- 
ward moved to the corner of Galena avenue and 
Spring street. He then lived three or four years 
on a farm which he bought in Silver Creek, carry- 
ing on a shop there at the same time, and hauling 
his surplus grain to Chicago. In 1846 he returned 
to Freeport, buying the property on Van Buren 
street. between Spring and Jackson streets. Here 
he opened a shop which he gradually enlarged un- 
til he found himself carrying on the business of 
manufacturing carriages and wagons on what was, 
for those days, an extensive scale. He scoured the 
forest wilds of Illinois and Wisconsin in search of 
hardwood lumber. He made frequent trips to 
Chicago to buy supplies—carriage trimmings, 
irons, paints and oils—many of which were 
freighted part of the way by a team. Old settlers 
will remember the time when one could not drive 
many miles in any direction without meeting a 
wagon on which his name as maker was painted on 
the end-board. 

In 1859 our subject withdrew from the wagon- 
making business to make room for a brother whom 
he had trained for the work, and subsequently de- 
voted himself to developing and improving his 
property. Probably no man in Stephenson County, 
not_himself a builder, has erected more substantial 
houses than he. During this time he raised, main- 
tained and educated well a large family, all of whom 
except a son who died in infancy, are still living 
in Freeport. Leonard is a lawyer; Louis, a physi- 
cian; Michael, a lawyer; John, a hardware mer- 
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under the parental roof. Many of his employes 
are now prominent and honorable citizens of Free- 
port; among them being George Wolf, in the 
paint-shop, Michael Huber, Adam Miller and C. 
Fred Mayer, in the blacksmith-shop, and Henry 
Metz in the wagon-shop. 
sett EHTS Der ee 

( EORGE S. LANTZER is a promising young 
(5 farmer located on section 25 of Kent Town- 

ship. The parents of Mr. Lantzer were 
John and Hannah (Deibler) Lantzer, and were 
both born in Northumberland County, Pa. They 
were among the original settlers of Stephenson 
County, having located in Loran Township in 
1849, where the father died in 1873. The mother 
survives. 

The family consisted of seven children, six girls 
and one boy, the latter being the subject of this 
sketch, who was born in Loran Township on the 
11th of September, 1851. Such educational facili- 
ties as were afforded by the common schools at 
that time he availed himself of, and remained at _ 
home with his parents until 1876, when he con- 
cluded that he would begin the battle of life for 
himself. He settled in Kent Township, where he 
has since constantly resided. He was married in 
that township, on the 5th of November, 1876, to 
Susan Wingart, daughter of Mary and Jacob Win- 
gart. The mother died in Kent Township in the 
spring of 1885, and in the year 1886 the father 
moved to the State of Kansas. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wingart had eight children, of whom Mrs. Lantzer 
was the seventh in order of birth. She was 
born in Union County, Pa., on the 19th of May, 
1851. Mr. and Mrs. Lantzer are the parents of 
four children—Emmerson W., Mabel J., Emogene 
and Inis I. The farm of Mr. Lantzer consists of 
155 acres, ever inch of which is tillable and is 
finely cultivated. He and his wife are members of 
the Lutheran Church, and in politics he is a mem- 
ber of the Democratic party. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch first 
settled in Northumberland County, Pa., where they 
lived until they came to Stephenson County. ‘The 
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father was a blacksmith by occupation, and fol- 
lowed that trade for many years. Finally his 
health failed and he concluded to give his atten- 
tion to farming. At the time of his death he was 
the owner of 100 acres in Loran Township. 

Mr. Lantzer at times handles large quantities of 
live stock. In his younger days he was the main 
stay of his father, whose farm became somewhat 
encumbered. When he was twenty-five years of 
age he assisted materially in removing the in- 
debtedness from the farm so that it could be kept in 
the line of family descent. Mr. L. has led an in- 
dustrious life and has met with a fair measure of 
success. In the early days of the county he had 
much hard experience, such as only men of indomi- 
table will, nerve and courage could cheerfully 
face. 


SS Sees Se 


substantial men of West Point Township, 

was born Aug. 29, 1829, in Baden, Ger- 
many. He began attending school at six years of 
age, and continued until he was fourteen, after 
which he assisted his father in the labors of the 
farm. At that early day there were no railroads, and 
all transportation was carried on by teams. This 
system afforded a special occupation in which Will- 
iam was engaged as teamster until railroad trans- 
portation was introduced. 
army, and after serving a few months, returned 
again to farming. 

In 1853 our subject resolved to emigrate to 
America, and in the latter part of March of that 
year set sail from Baden, landing in New York, 
whence he proceeded to Eden Corners, Erie Co., N. 
Y., where he arrived $5 in debt. However, he im- 
mediately found employment on a farm at Eden 


‘al ILLIAM ZIPSE, one of the progressive and 


Corners, and for six months received $5 per month - 


for his services. He was faithful and industrious, 
and thereby gained the appreciation of his employ- 
ers, who soon increased his wages to $7, and finally 
to $10 per month. Having acquired a little capital 
by care and economy, he decided to go farther west- 
ward, and in 1856 came to Stephenson County, 
where he worked by the month for one year, and 
the following year rented land. The next year he 


He then entered the_ 





bought fifteen acres of land, at $30 per acre, and 
was.obliged to borrow a part of the purchase money. 
In order to clear off this indebtedness, he continued 
to work both by the day and month, giving such 
time as he could to clearing his own land, which 
was covered with a growth of timber and _ brush. 
This task he accomplished in about four years, Af- 
ter living there eight years, he purchased forty acres 
of wild bottom land adjoining, and six years later 
sold that land at from $40 to $50 per acre. He 
then purchased another fifty-acre tract in the same 
township at $50 per acre. He made this place his 
residence until 1881, when having a good oppor- 
tunity, he disposed of it, and purchased his present 
farm, which contains 210 acres of valuable and 
well-improved land. His farm buildings are com- 
modious and kept in excellent order. 

In 1858 Mr. Zipse was married to Miss Christine 
Kahlman, anative of Baden. They havea family 
of eight children—Louise, Jobn, Emma, George, 
Annette, Frank, Edward and William. ‘The family 
are members of the German Methodist Church. 
Mr. Zipse has, by unremitting energy and industry, 
carved his own way to success, overcoming many 
obstacles and disadvantages, and is now reaping the 
rewards of an active, useful life. 


“RIOR IES DITION 


Hf ESSE MARICLE, who over thirty years ago 
migrated to this county and cast his lot 
a | among his brother pioneers, grew with them 
X from his early manhood, and from the first 
identified himself with their interests and the build- 
ing up of this section of country. The hardships 
which the early settlers endured, and the thrilling 
scenes through which they passed, afford us a 
means of entertainment at this later day, as we 
read of them by the comfortable fireside, and 
scarcely pause to realize that but for their courage 
and perseverance, the Prairie State would not 
stand where she does to-day. There should be 
reared to those brave spirits a monument enduring 
as the ages, and a record of their deeds should be 
perpetuated, as now we seek to do it, from one 
generation to another. 
The subject of this history, a native sof Broome 
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County, N. Y., was born in the town of Vestal, 
June 8, 1837. His father; William Maricle, was a 
native of Schoharie County, and his grandfather, 
Jacob Maricle, also a native of the Empire State, 
traced his ancestors back to Holland, whence they 
emigrated and located along the Mohawk Valley. 
Jacob Maricle left his native State late in life, and 
going across the Mississippi took up his abode in 
Webster County, Iowa, where he passed the re- 
mainder of his days. He was one of the earliest 
pioneers of Broome County, N. Y., where he pur- 
chased a tract of timber land and reared his chil- 
dren. His son William, the father of our subject, 
was there reared to manhood, and purchasing a for- 
est tract in Vestal Township, occupied it until 
1853, then sold out and came to Illinois. He spent 
a few months in Jo Daviess County, and then 
pushing on westward, purchased a tract of wild 
land in Winneshiek County, Iowa, where he im- 
proved afarm, and made his permanent home. He 
had married Miss Margaret Stephenson, who was 
eborn in New~Jersey and died in Winneshiek 
County, Lowa. 

Our subject was a youth of sixteen years when 
his parents came to the West. He lived with them 


in Iowa eighteen months afterward, then returned 


East as far as this county, and employed himself 
at whatever he could find to do until 1865. He 
was then able to purchase eighty acres of unim- 
proved land in Winslow Township, of which he has 
retained possession since that time. He labored 
industriously for a number of years, meeting with 
success, and as his capital increased, invested it in 
property that could not be destroyed by fire or 
carried off to Canada. He is now the owner of 
370 acres of fertile land, all enclosed and improved, 
and which constitutes one of the finest homesteads 
in this part of Stephenson County. ‘The buildings 
are in keeping with the quality of the soil, and 
everything about the premises indicates the intelli- 
gence and industry of its proprietor. 

The marriage of Mr. Maricle with Miss Premila 
O. Kennedy, took place in the spring of 1859, at 
the home of the bride’s parents in Christian Hol- 
low, Winslow Township. Mrs. M. was born in 
Ohio, and by her union with our subject became 
the mother of eight children, namely, Cora, the 


| wife of Charles Kellum, of Winslow Township; 
| Adelie, deceased; John, Willie; Ada, who is mar- 
ried to George Staven, and resides in Winslow 
| Township; David, Jesse and Alfred. ‘The parents 
belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church, and our 
subject, politically, is a stanch Republican, strongly 
imbued with prohibition, His worldly possessions 
and his standing in society are due to his own 
straightforward and creditable course, which has 
gained him the esteem of all who know him, and 
placed him among the representative men of Ste- 
phenson County. ; : 

We take pleasure in giving a view of Mr. Mari- 
cle’s handsome residence and surroundings on an- 
other page; 


a 


OSEPH W. VAN MATRE is one of the well- 
known family of that name, whose biograph- 
ical sketches appear so numerously in the 

\C7/ history of this county. He is the son of L. 
D. Van Matre, and was born Oct. 8, 1838, in the 
township in which he at present resides. He lived 
with his parents until twenty years of age, helped 
till the farm, attended the district. school, and ob- 
tained his education by observation, and by read- 
ing good books and papers. In the spring of 1859. 
carried away by a spirit of restlessness he started 
for Pike’s Peak, but only reached Ft. Des Moines, 
Iowa. Remaining there for awhile, he returned to 

- this State, and worked by the day until the spring 
of 1860. He then entered the store of Squire 
Hartsough, where he was employed as a merchant’s 
clerk for one year, 

After severing his connection with Mr. Hart- 
sough our subject farmed one year on his father’s 
place and then moved to the property across the 
road, where he rented a farm and staid until the 
spring of 1865. During this year he enlisted in 
the 46th Illinois Regiment, but the war was at an 
end, and the Government not needing his services 
he returned home, and after a year of doing odd 
jobs moved on the farm which he now occupies. 
He bought at first one-half of his farm, and several 
years later purchased the remainder, now owning 
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all together 182 acres of land, all under cultivation 
except ten acres, which are in timber. 

Mr. Van Matre has filled some of the local offices 
of the township, and politically, is a Democrat. 
He was married on his birthday anniversary, Oct. 
8, 1858, to Miss Sarah Williams, daughter of 
George Williams, a native of New York. This 
lady died in the second year of her marriage, soon 
after the birth of her only child, George W., who 
is now living in New York City. He was married 
for the second time in 1860, to Samantha J. Ar- 
ledge, daughter of William Arledge, a native of 
Ohio. Mrs. Van Matre was born in Highland 
County, Ohio, Aug. 19, 1843. Her father had 
been a teacher all his life, mostly in district and 
village schools. 

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Van Matre 
are: Dora B., who has become Mrs. Bowen; Lewis 
D.; Thomas J., who died Sept. 10, 1887; Emma R., 
Fred N. and Joseph C., who all reside at home. 
The family belong to the Christian Church. It is 
a fine home where the family live, as appears 
from the excellent lithographic view elsewhere 
given, and it is endeared to them by many ties of 
tender interest and memory. Mr. Van Matre and 
family are highly respected in the community 
where they reside. 
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AA RS. MARY ANN FLETCHER, widow of 
the late Squire Thomson Fletcher, of Wad- 

dams Township, is a native of West Gro- 

ton, Tompkins Co., N. Y., and was born 

June 7, 1825. Her father, E. Hatch, a native of 
Norwich, Conn., was born July 20, 1798, and de- 
parted this life in Newburg, Pike Co., Ill., in 1842. 
Her paternal grandfather, also E. Hatch, spent his 
last years in Tompkins County, N. Y., where his 
birth took place about 1761. The first representa- 
tive of the family in this country emigrated from 
Wales during the Colonial days, locating in New 


England. Grandfather Hatch served five years in | 
the Revolutionary War, and his Christian name, 
| died in infancy; Ellsworth, born in 1853, died in 


which descended from his grandfather, has been 
handed down to each generation since. 





native State until a youth of seventeen years and 
then emigrated to Tompkins County, N. Y., where, 
after a few years, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Elizabeth Wing, of Cayuga County. This 
lady was born at Alburg, Grand Isle Co., Vt., and 
was the daughter of Joseph, and the granddaughter 
of Giles Wing, of Wales. After their marriage the 
young people emigrated to Ohio, locating in Trum- 
bull County in 1826. Six years later they again 
started westward, and coming into this State located 
near Newbury, where they spent the remainder of 
their lives. 

Mrs. Fletcher remained with her parents until 
her marriage. Her husband, Thomas Fletcher, was 
born in West Virginia, Sept. 24, 1806, while his 
parents were en route from Pennsylvania to Ken- 
tucky. His father, Thomas Fletcher, Sr., was also 
a native of the Old Dominion. The family was 
originally from England, and the first representa- 
tive in this country, also Thomas by name, served 
in the War of 1812. Thomas Fletcher, Sr., settled 
down in Pennsylvania where he was married, and 
whence he subsequently migrated to Kentucky, 
being among the earliest settlers of Bath County. 
He served in the War of 1812, and died after re- 
ceiving his discharge while on bis way home. 

Thomas Fletcher, Jr., grew to manhood in Ken- 
tucky, and in 1830 emigrated north to Indiana, 
whence he removed the year following to Scott 
County, this State, and subsequently to Richland 
County. He had learned blacksmithing, and fol- 
lowed his trade until in 1854, when he repaired to 
Jo Daviess County, settling in the town of Warren. 
He did not long remain there, however, but later 
removed to Rush Township, where his death took 
place in 1865. He enlisted as a Union soldier in 
the late war, but was not accepted on account of 
physical disability. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher became the parents of six 
children, of whom the record is as follows: Eliza- 
beth is the wife of John Swart, of Rice County, 
Kan; Eunice P., Mrs. Henry Harris, lives with her 
husband on a farm in Waddams Township, this 
county; Thomas Harlow, who was born in 1856, 


1864; Joseph Ede Fletcher was born in Newburg, 


The father of Mrs. Fletcher remained in his | Sept. 13, 1845, and during the progress of the late 








¥ 




















STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


663 








war enlisted Aug. 10, 1862, in Co. E, 96th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., and died in the service at Danville, Ky., Feb. 
9, 1863; Estella is the wife of George J. Harris, a 
native of Wilmington, Essex Co., N. Y., born Aug. 
24, 1856, and the son of Smith Harris, of that State. 
He came to this county in 1880, and was married 
to Miss Fletcher at the home of the bride in Wad- 
dams Township, March 11, 1885. 
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Rx AVID ILER, who in former years was one 
) of the most active and successful farmers 
' of Ridott Township, is now retired from 
active labor and is spending his declining 
years quietly at a pleasant home in the village. 
He has been a resident of this part of the county 
for over thirty years, taking up his abode here in 
the pioneer days, and contributing his full share 
toward the cultivation of the soil and the develop- 
ment of its natural resources. He is now the 
owner of a considerable extent of land, embracing 
160 acres in Ridott Township, and similar amounts 
in Leaf River Township, Ogle County, and Hum- 
boldt County, lowa. The farm in Ridott Township 
is finely improved and supplied with convenient 
and substantial farm buildings. His other land is 
also valuable and fertile. 

The subject of this biography was born in Sharps- 
burg, Washington Co., Md., June 2, 1823. His 
father, David Iler, Sr., was a native of the same 
county, where he learned the trade of a shoemaker, 
but later in life engaged in farming pursuits which 
he followed until called hence. He became a resi- 
dent of this State in 1837, and died in Leaf River 
Township, Ogle County, Jan. 1, 1873, when nearly 
eighty-seven years old. The mother of our sub- 
ject in her girlhood was Miss Polly Harmon, also a 
native of Washington County, Md. She came to 
Illinois with her family, and died in Leaf River 
Township two years after the decease of her hus- 
band. ‘The ten children of the parental household 
accompanied their parents to the West, and as- 
sisted them in building up a homestead from the 
wilderness. 

David Ler, Sr., had secured possession of an un- 
broken tract of land, mostly covered with timber, 





and in common with his brother pioneers endured 
cheerfully and patiently the difficulties and hard- 
ships of a new country. David, our subject, was — 
then but a lad of thirteen years, and in common 
with his brothers put his shoulder to the wheel and 
assisted the family in their efforts at building up a 
home. A part of the journey to the West was 
made by water, and young David had charge of a 
team the remainder of the way. They had started 
in the spring of the year, and in consequence en- 
countered much trouble in getting over the low- 
lands, a part of the surface being covered with 
water, and much of the way was destitute of regu- 
larly laid out roads. Our subject remained with 
his parents until twenty-three years of age, and 
was married at Mt. Morris, in December, 1846, to 
Miss Susan Kitsmiller. This lady was born near 
the Brinn & McPherson Iron Works, in Washing- 
ton County, Md., Oct. 6, 1825, and is the daugh- 
ter of John and Elizabeth (Woolford) Kitsmiller, 
natives of Maryland and of German descent. The 
mother died on the home farm in Maryland, when 
her daughter Susan was sixteen years of age. The 
latter in 1845, came to Illinois with a married sis- 


ter who settled in Leaf River Township, Ogle 


County, where they were soon afterward joined by 
the father. He died there some years later when 
seventy-three years of age. 

The wife of our subject was the youngest of a 
family of twelve children, of whom but five are 
now living, namely, Samuel, Nancy, Sallie, David, 
and Susan, Mrs. Iler. The latter, by her marriage 
with our subject, became the mother of five. chil- 
dren, one of whom, William, died when twenty-six 
years of age; Mary, the wife of S. J. Stokes, is a 
resident of O’Brien, Lowa; Leroy married Miss 
Mary Swingley, and is farming in Leaf River 
Township, Ogle County; John M. married Miss 
Elizabeth Kirchner, and is farming in Ridott ‘Town- 
ship, this county; James A. is at home with his 
parents. 

After their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Iler located 
on a farm in Leaf River Township, which they oc- 
cupied for a time and then removed to another not 
far away. They took possession of the farm in 
Ridott Township in 1854, where they labored in- 
dustriously until 1882, and then wisely decided to 


























664 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








leave the more active labors of life to younger 
hands. Mr. Iler has always lived quietly and un- 
obtrusively, mixing little with the business of 
other people, content to attend strictly to his own 
concerns, and having little to do with politics ex- 
cept to regularly vote the straight Democratic 
ticket. 

The maternal grandfather of Mrs. Iler, Henry 
Woolford by name, was a man of much prominence 
in the old Colonial days, and served as a soldier in 
the Revolutionary War. He was particularly dis- 

' tinguished for his bravery and his warm sympathies 
with the cause of American independence. Mrs. 
Iler’s mother, after the Revolution, carried victuals 
to parties who had been captured and confined for 
raising a liberty pole near Hagerstown, Md., and 
she was there.at the time Gen. Washington camé 
with soldiers to liberate them. 











OHN LIED has been in possession of his 
present comfortable homestead, on section 
27, in Oneco Towuship, since the spring of 
1885. This was formerly the old William 
Krope property, which was entered from the Gov- 
ernment by Mr. Belknap many years ago, and 
which has been under a steady process of cul- 
tivation since that time. The buildings erected at 
an early date have since been remodeled and en- 
larged by our subject, and the whole premises 
form one of the most pleasant pictures in the land- 
scape of Oneco Township. 

Mr. Lied is one of that class of citizens who in- 
herited from their Pennsylvania ancestry the qual- 
ities which have served them so well in their 
efforts at building up homes in the wide West. 
His birth took place in Lancaster County, Feb. 
27, 1837, and his father was Benjamin Lied, the 
son of William Lied, also a native of the Keystone 
State. The first representatives of this branch of 
the family emigrated from Germany to America 
in the Colonial days and located in Pennsylvania, 
in which State many of their descendants still reside. 
William Lied, the grandfather of our subject, fol- 

‘lowed the joint occupations of farming and weay- 
ing, and was the parent of one child only, his son, 





Benjamin. The latter was left fatherless when 
fourteen years of age, and being unusually bright 
and industrious at this early period, rented his 
mother’s farm, and continued in that vicinity until 
eighteen years old. He had also learned the 
weaver’s trade, which he followed in connection 
with farming until he was nearly fifty years old. 
In the meantime he had come into possession of the 
homestead by the death of his mother and had ac- 
cumulated sufficient means to enable him to pur- 
chase a larger area of land than this contained and 
of which he was very desirous. He consequently 
sold the old homestead and purchased a large farm 
adjacent, to which he afterward gave his entire at- 
tention. Five years later he sold this also and 
determined to try his fortunes in the West. Com- 
ing to this county he purchased land in Buckeye 
Township, where he built up a comfortable home- 
stead and where he still resides, being now seventy- 
five years of age. 

Benjamin Lied, when eighteen years of age, was 
married to Miss Mary, daughter of John Fry, a 
thrifty farmer of Lancaster County, Pa. Of this 
union there were born six children. Our subject 
remained under the parental roof until after reach- 
ing his majority, and then commenced learning 
the carpenter’s trade, at which he labored success- 
fully some years. He was united in marriage, Jan. 
3, 1860, with Miss Sarah, daughter of George and 
Ann Wittenmeyer, who was born in Union County, 
Pa., in 1841. Her father, also a native of the 
Keystone State, was a carpenter by trade, which 
he followed all his life and died at his comfortable 
home in Stephenson County about 1874. After 
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Lied commenced life 
together on the farm of Mrs. L’s. father, which our 
subject rented three years, and then determined to 
join the caravan moving westward to the Prairie 
State. He sold out all his possessions in his native 
county, but in the meantime the Rebellion being 
in progress and there being an urgent call for 
troops, he laid aside his personal plans and interests 
and in October, 1864, enlisted in the 32d Illinois 
Infantry, in which he served until the close of the 
war. He met the enemy in various skirmishes and 
in the fight at Mission Ridge was taken prisoner, 
but was released by the advent of Sherman’s and 
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Kirkpatrick’s army. The war, however, was near- 
ing its close, and he was discharged with his com- 
rades at Wilmington in the spring of 1865. After 
being mustered out he returned to Orangeville 
and resumed his trade as a carpenter, and for nine 
years thereafter was mostly employed in the 
vicinity of Freeport. He spent one year, however, 
at Orangeville, and then having accumulated a 
snug little sum of money, wisely invested it in 
fifty acres of land in Buckeye Township. He re- 
sided there engaged in farming nine years, and 
then selling out purchased his present homestead. 
Of this he took possession at once and has since 
been industriously engaged in cultivating the soil, 
and adding the improvements which have rendered 
it a valuable and attractive piece of property. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lied have but one child living, 
Edwin, born Sept. 24, 1875, and now a bright lad 
of twelve years, who shows remarkable mechanical 
skill. He has manufactured a locomotive and 
train of cars complete which would do credit to a 
skilled mechanic of mature age. The eldest son, 
Stanton, died when five months old. Our subject, 
like his father before him, is an active member of 
the Lutheran Church, and closely adheres to the 
principles advocated by the Republican party. 

The excellent portrait of Mr. Lied, given on 
an accompanying page, will be looked upon with 
pleasure by his many friends. 


pe 


= ENRY WINGART, of Lena, became a resi- 
) dent of this county in 1852, when Rockford 

was the western terminus of the North- 
V western Railroad. He had started out 
from West Buffalo Township, Union Co., Pa., 
accompanied by his wife and child, to seek a home 
in the Prairie State. The first part of the journey 
was made by team to Millerstown. Thence they 
went by rail to Rockford and from there by team 
to Jo Daviess County. This was his first introduc- 
tion to the West. . Hitherto his life had been passed 
in the place of his birth above mentioned, where 
he first opened his eyes Feb. 7, 1828. His 
father, George, and his grandfather, Leonard Win- 





gart, were natives of Schuylkill County, Pa., the 
former born in 1794. During the Revolutionary 
War the latter formed one of the body guard of 
Gen. Washington. His father was a native of 
Germany, whence he emigrated to America and 
was among the earliest settlers of Schuylkill County, 
Pa., where he spent the last years of his life engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. There also he reared a 
family, and among his sons was the grandfather of 
our subject, who followed in the footsteps of his 
father, and carried on farming, spending his entire 
life in the county of his birth. He married a lady 
by the name of Yoe, also a native of Pennsylvania, 
and their descendants bevame widely scattered 
throughout that region and were universally re- 
spected on account of their sturdy and reliable 
traits of character. Under their manipulation a 
large portion of the land in Central Pennsylvania 
was brought to a state of cultivation, and they 
were most eminently of that character who left their 
“footprints on the sands of time.” 

George Wingart, the father of our subject, grew 
to manhood in his native county, but in 1816 re- 
moved to Union County, Pa., and settled among 
the pioneers of West Buffalo Township at a time 
when they were battling with the soil and struggling 
to maintain themselves and their families against 
the difficulties besieging. the early settlers. He 
was a weaver by trade, which occupation he fol- 
lowed for a number of years and invested his 
savings in eight acres of land, upon which he pat 
up a good house and established a comfortable 
homestead. From this, however, he removed later, 
and spent his last years in Clarion County, where 
his death took place in 1844. 

The mother of our subject before her marriage 
was Miss Elizabeth Johns, who was born in Mifflin- 
burg, Union Co., Pa. After the death of her 
husband she joined her son in the West and died at 
Lena, Dec. 3, 1882, aged over eighty-two years. 
By her marriage with George Wingart she became 
the mother of six children, of whom the record.is 
as follows: Anna, Mrs. Bowersox, is living in 
Iowa; Elizabeth married George Bowersox, a 
brother of her sister’s husband, and died in Venn- 
sylvania in 1844; Catherine, the wife of Levi 
Stichter, lives with her husband on a farm in Kent 
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‘Township; Henry was the fourth child; Julia A. 
became the wife of Charles Schlotman, a farmer of 
Kent Township; Sophia married William Keeler, of 
Richardson County, Neb. 

Henry Wingart was the only son of his parents, 
and commenced attending school when ten years of 
age. He pursued his studies for six winters there- 
after, and assisted his father on the farm the balance 
of the year. He was fond of his books and when 
seventeen years old commenced teaching, following 
this occupation during the winter while being em- 
ployed in summer at brick-making until reaching his 
majority. ‘his important event was accompanied 
by another of fully as much moment, namely, his 
marriage, after which he established himself with 
his young wife in Lewisburg, where he was em- 
ployed in a machine-shop and boatyard until 1851. 
In the spring of that year he returned to his native 
township, where he remained until November, 1852, 
and the latter part of his time busied himself in 
preparing for his departure for the West. On the 
21st of November, everything being ready, he pro- 
ceeded as we have already described. 

Upon coming to this State, Mr. Wingart rented 
first a house in Jo Daviess County, near the line of 
Stephenson, where he spent the winter with his 
family and engaged in day labor. In the spring 
of 1854 he became superintendent of a brickyard 
at Mt. Carroll, where he continued one year, and 
afterward engaged in carpentering until the spring 
of 1857. In the meantime he had purchased forty 
acres of unimproved prairie in Berreman Township, 
and upon this, in 1857, he put up a house and in- 
augurated other improvements. He occupied this 
for ten years, during which time he had added to 
his landed interests and brought the whole toa 
good state of cultivation. He then rented his land 
and moving with his family to Lena, engaged in a 
planing-mill and sash factory for six years follow- 
ing. At the expiration of this time he traded his 
farm for the building which he now occupies. In 
June, 1873, he formed a partnership with George 
Steckel, and they engaged in mercantile business 
until the death of his partner, which occurred in 
less than a year. Mr. Wingart carried on the 
business until 1876, when he sold out and enjoyed 
a vacation until 1881. In the spring of that year 


| he established another store, to which he has since 
given his undivided attention. He carries a finely 
selected stock of merchandise, including nearly 
everything required in the household and upon the 
farm. By his straightforward business methods 
he has built up a good patronage. Besides his 
stock he owns a handsome residence, and with his 
family is surrounded by everything calculated to 
make life pleasant and desirable. 

The wife of our subject, to whom he was married 
on Christmas Day in 1849, was formerly Miss [liza- 
beth Hildebrand, a native of his own township in 
Pennsylvania, and one of the playmates of. his 
childhood. She is the daughter of John and Cath- 
erine (Ments) Hildebrand, natives respectively of 
Union and Northumberland Counties, Pa., and of 
German and English ancestry. Our subject and 
his wife became the parents of six children: Mary 
C. died when three and one-half years old; Isabelle 
became the wife of M. F. Holladay, who is engaged 
in business in Lena; John H., a bright little boy, 
died at the age of two years and four months; 
George KE. is associated with his father in business; 
Frank J., a painter, is a resident of Lena; Cora E., 
an interesting girl of fourteen years, is at home 
with her parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wingart belong to the English 
Lutheran Church, and two of their children, Isabelle 
and George, to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Mr. W. in early life affiliated with the old-line 
Whigs, but upon the abandonment of the old party, 
cordially gave his support to Republican principles. 
He cast his first Presidental vote for Gen. Winfield 
Scott. He has held various offices of trust in this 
and Jo Daviess County, having served as Road 
Commissioner, Justice of the Peace and School 
Trustee, and for a period of six years represented 
Berreman Township in the County Board of Super- 
visors. After coming to Lena he was Justice of 
the Peace four terms, and in 1870 was elected 
Police Magistrate. He is now serving his fourth 
term as Notary Public. 

In 1872 Mr. Wingart embarked in the insurance 
business and represents some of the best companies 
in the United States, including the Springfield, of 
Springfield, Mass.; the Niagara, of New York; the 
| Phoenix, of Brooklyn, and the North American, of 
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Philadelphia. In the West he is agent of the Na- 
tional, of Milwaukee; the German, of Peoria, and 
the German, of Freeport. His official course has 
been characterized by rare discretion and coolness 
of judgment, and in the various offices to which 
he has been called his duties have been discharged 
with conscientious fidelity. Commencing in life with 
nothing but his natural business talents and sound 
common sense, he has gained a good position among 
his fellowmen, standing well morally and financially, 
and is looked upon as a representative man of a 
highly intelligent community. 

We take pleasure in presenting in this connection 
a lithographic portrait of Mr. Wingart, which will 
be appreciated by all who know him. 
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IN ANIEL FRANTZ isa trustworthy general 
farmer and stock-raiser, now living on 
VY section 34, of Dakota Township, where he 
owns and manages successfully a large prop- 
erty, which is wellcultivated. His father, whose 
name was Paul Frantz, was born and reared in Bucks 
County, Pa., and his grandfather, George Frantz, 
was also a native of that State. He comes of the 
thrifty Pennsylvania Dutch stock, who are noted 
for their economy, industry and ability to get 
along in life. 

The father of our subject married in Bucks 
County, Pa., Nancy Kline, a lady ‘whose ancestors 
were of the same stock as her husband’s, She was 
born and reared in Mongomery County, Pa., and 
her father’s name was Isaac Kline. 
riage of Paul and Nancy, they settled in Hilltown 
Township, Bucks County, on a farm, which was 
their home until 1833, when they went to Centre 
County, now called Clinton County, where they 
lived until their death, which occurred March 
12, 1864, and July 9, 1867, respectively. Their 
ages were fifty-nine and seventy-five years, and 
they were members of the German Reformed and 
Lutheran Churches. 

Our subject was born in Hilltown Township, 
Bucks County, Pa., Aug. 3, 1832. He was not 
quite a year old when his father removed to Clin- 
ton County, Pa., and it was there that he received 
his training as a young farmer, living at home un- 
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til his marriage, Oct. 19, 1851, to Miss Polly 
Riech. He was only nineteen at the time of his 
marriage, but already had developed manly quali- 
iies, and in bearing looked to be far older. He 
was a man in experience if not in years, and he 
felt himself abundantly able to supporta wife. So 
confident of the future was he, that he early entered 
upon the responsibilities of married life. His wife 
was born in Elizabeth Township, Lancaster Co., 
Pa., Sept. 20, 1824, and is the daughter of Chris- 
tian and Polly (Crester) Riech, also natives of 
Pennsylvania, who later lived in Clinton County, 
where the father died, having been a farmer and 
blacksmith by occupation. 

Mrs. Frantz was in her girlhood when she went 
to. Clinton County with her parents, and that 
county was her home until her marriage. She is 
the mother of five children, of whom three are 
now deceased. Adam N. and Daniel N. reside 
at home. The deceased children are Elizabeth, 
John P., and an infant girl. After their marriage 
Mr. and Mrs, Frantz lived in Clinton County un- 
til 1865, when on March 12 of that year they 
moved to Illinois and purchased a homestead in 
the township of Dakota. Mr. Frantz now owns 
190 acres of land, of which ninety acres were 
originally purchased.- His property is located on 
section 34, is supplied with comfortable farm build- 
ings, and presents a very neat appearance, Mr. 
Frantz’ sense of order and fitness of things being 
largely developed. He and his sons are members 
of the Reformed Church, and his wife isa Luth- 
eran. Politically, Mr. Frantz is a Democrat. 


POD OEETKO Sai 

bb igs LACY, a prominent member of 
the farming community of Silver Creek 

@ Townshi 4 i 
p, owns a quarter of section 
i¢ 19, which he has brought to a fine state 
of cultivation and supplied with a good resi- 
dence and other suitable farm buildings. Of this 
he has been in possession since the spring of 1847, 
and deserves great credit for the manner in which 
he has assisted the development of the southeast- 


ern portion of Stephenson County. 
Our subject first drew breath on the other side 
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of the Atlantic in County Kerry, Ireland, March 
15, 1823. He is descended from pure Irish ances- 
try, and possesses: all the characteristics of that 
warm-hearted and generous race. His father, John 
Lacy, was the proprietor of a modest estate, and 
spent his entire life on his native soil. The mother, 
formerly Miss Margaret Leonard, a native of the 
same county as her husband and son, also died 
there and is remembered by our subject as an 
affectionate and careful mother. Both parents be- 
longed to the Roman Catholic Church and lived to 
aripe old age. Their family consisted of two sons 
only, our subject and his brother Thomas. 

Mr. Lacy was reared to manhood in the home 
of his birth, and after reaching his majority was 
married, in County Galway, to Miss Maria Koyne, 
a native of the same country, where she was reared 
on her father’s farm. The latter, Thomas Koyne, 
is still living and a resident of County Galway, 
having arrived at the advanced age of ninety years. 
He married Miss Mary Flynn, who died there some 
yearsago. Mr. and Mrs. Lacy became the parents 
of nine children, namely, Thomas, James, Mar- 
garet, Mary, John, Sabrina, Patrick, William and 
Llewellyn. 7 

A few weeks after his marriage Mr. Lacy and 
his young bride embarked on the sailing-vessel 
“Staffordshire” for the United States, landing in 
the city of Boston after a voyage of about four 
weeks. Thence they proceeded to Salem, Mass., 
where they resided three years, and where our sub- 
ject employed himself at whatever he could find to 
do. He then decided to seek the far West, which 
was beckoning to the enterprising emigrant and 
holding out to him better prospects for the future. 
He first proceeded to Wisconsin, but after a few 
years came into Northern Illinois, locating first in 
Davis, this county, where he was engaged in rail- 
roading for two years. Subsequently he rented a 
farm in Carroll County, upon which he operated 
one year, and after a brief residence in Winnebago 
County returned to this county, and purchased the 
land which comprises his present homestead. After 
taking possession of this he industriously proceeded 
with the cultivation of the soil and the erection of 
necessary buildings, and was prospered in his la- 
bors. The soil yielded bountifully, and after the 





lapse of years he was enabled to take life easier, 
and now finds himself surrounded by all its com- 
forts and many of its luxuries. Mr. and Mrs, 
Lacy are faithful adherents to the Catholic faith of 
their fathers, and politically our subject votes with 
the Democratic party. He has been Assessor in 
his township and has held the office of Justice of 
the Peace since 1881. 
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4 pILLIAM A. HAWKINS, deceased, late of 
\ Ridott Township, is remembered as a gen- 

tleman of excellent business capacity, a 
first-class farmer and a useful member of the com- 
munity. He was a native of New York State, his 
birth taking place in Schenectady, July 12, 1807, 
and he departed this life at his homestead on sec- 
tion 10, May 25, 1872. 

Mr. Hawkins, when a lad eight years of age, 
went with his father to Erie County, N. Y., where 
the latter for some time followed his trade of a 
saddler, but subsequently engaged in farming, and 
died in Hamburg Township when about seventy 
years of age. William A. was reared there by his 
parents and received a good education. He be- 
came experienced in the various departments of 
farm life, and after reaching manhood was married 
in Hamburg Township, in May, 1831, to Miss 
Phebe Salisbury, who was born in Rutland County, 
Vt., April 19, 1807. The parents of Mrs. Hawkins, 
Gardner and Hannah (Bowman) Salisbury, were 
horn and reared in Rhode Island, whence they were 
both taken by their parents to Rutland, Vt., where 
they lived until their marriage. For some years 
they occupied a farm in Rutland County, and 
thence removed to Erie County, N. Y., where they 
spent the remainder of their days. ‘heir family 
included eight sons and five daughters, of whom 
Mrs. Hawkins was the second born. She was but 
seven years of age when her father removed to 
Erie County, N. Y., and remained a member of 
the parental household until her marriage with our 
subject. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins began life together on a 
farm in Erie County, where they remained until 
after the birth of three children, and in the spring 
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of 1840 started for Illinois. Coming into this 
county they located_in Silver Creek Township, 
whence they removed three years later to Ridott 
Township, where Mr. Hawkins in due time became 
possessor of a large tract of land. This valuable 
property is now held by the widow and daughter, 
and includes 806 acres under a fine state of culti- 
vation, and fifty-seven acres of timber. The farm 
dwelling and out-buildings are shapely and sub- 
stantial structures, and the stock and machinery 
are in keeping with the. other appliances of the 
homestead. 

The home circle of cur subject and his wife was 
completed by the birth of five children, of whom 
only one is living, a daughter, Sarah, who remains 
with her mother. A grandson, Albert H. Newell, 
is also a member of the household. One of the 
daughters, Malinda, the mother of Albert, became 
the wife of Dr. Dorris Newell, of Pennsylvania, 
and died at her home in this township, May 15, 
1873. The others deceased are Mary, Albert and 
Morris B. Sarah alone survives. The wife and 
children of Morris are residents of Florida. 

Mr. Hawkins, politically, voted the Republican 
ticket, and had held the various township offices, 
Mrs. Hawkins is a lady held in the highest esteem 
by the people of her community and _ possesses 
more than ordinary business capacity, being well 
informed upon matters of general interest. Since 
the death of her husband she has managed her bus- 
iness and farming affairs in a highly creditable 
manner, keeping up the reputation of the home- 
stead as near as possible in the manner designed by 
its founder. 


DHSS SP 


TR) OBERT FERGUSON, a well-known pioneer 
of Waddams Township, is now a retired 

a farmer residing in Lena. He is the son of 
© Samuel and Pheaebe (Leonard) Ferguson, 

and was born in Summit County, Ohio, Oct. 20, 
1822. His grandfather, who was of Scottish par- 
entage, was a pioneer of Washington County, Pa., 
where he cleared and improved a farm, and where 


his death occurred. Samuel Ferguson was born in 
that county, and about the year 1815 removed to 





Ohio. It was in the early days, and the journey 
was made by the slow and wearisome process of 
teams. On his arrival there he purchased a_ tract 
of heavily timbered land in Summit County, which 
he cleared of the dense forest by which it was cov- 
ered, and after it was cultivated and improved, 
sold it and purchased another tract, which was par- 
tially cleared. After improving and cultivating 
this farm, he sold again in 1856 and came to Ste 
phenson County, where he purchased 200 acres of 
land in West Point Township. Here he spent the 
closing years of his life, dying in 1857. He be- 
came a member of the Presbyterian Church when a 
young man, and was an Elder for thirty years prior 
to his death. He was twice married. Of the first 
marriage seven children were born, all of whom are 
now living. He was united in marriage the second 
time with Miss Julia Craven, who became the 
mother of one child, and her death occurred in 
West Point Township, The following is the fam- 
ily record: Robert; Caleb L. died in Ohio in 1886; 
Lydia, now Mrs. Hayes, is a resident of Lagrange 
County, Ind.; Sarah, Mrs. Hayes, is a resident of 
Hardy, Neb.; Polly, Mrs. Hefelman, is a resident 
of Cleveland, Ohio; Louisa, Mrs. Rodebough, is a 
resident of Winslow; Elizabeth, Mrs. Hayes, is a 
resident of Akron, Ohio; Phoebe, Mrs. Daniels, is 
a resident of Lincoln, Neb. 

Robert Ferguson, our subject, assisted his father 
in pioneer life, burning brush, rolling logs, and 
otherwise aiding in clearing and improving the 
land. He remained with his father, engaged with 
him in farming, until 1849, and in September of 
that year started for the West, accompanied by 
his wife and two children. They made the jour- 
ney with awagon and four horses, and at night 
Mr. Ferguson usually found shelter for his wife 
and children at some farm house, while he slept in 
the wagon. After along and fatiguing journey of 
eighteen days they arrived in Stephenson County, 
and purchased a tract of land in Waddams Town- 
ship of W. W. Robey at $4 per acre. Forty acres 
of this was broken, but was neither fenced nor sup- 
plied with any kind of dwelling, not even a log 
cabin. He rented a house in the vicinity for a few 
months, and then built one on his own place in 
primitive fashion, and furnished it partly with 
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home-made furniture, in the construction of which 
various barrels and boxes, which contained their 
household goods, were converted into marvelously 
comfortable arm-chairs, sofas, bureaus and_ beds. 
He remained here cultivating and improving his 
place, and when a good opportunity offered, sold it 
and purchased another tract, containing 160 acres, 
on section 10 of the same township. There was a 
small house already located on this place, and five 
acres were broken. He brought this entire tract to 
a high state of cultivation, erected excellent frame 
buildings, and adorned the grounds surrounding 
his house with fruit and shade trees. Desiring re- 
lief from the care and responsibility of the farm, he 
rented it out in 1884 and purchased his pleasantly 
situated residence in Lena. 

Our subject’s marriage to Miss Mary Kerr took 
place in May, 1846. She was anative of Washing- 
ton County, Pa., and the following is a record of the 
children born of this union: Julia became the wife 
of Andy Kerr, and resides in Craighead County, 
Ark.; Myra became the wife {of Henry Garman, 
and resides in Hardy, Neb.; Sarah E. became the 
wife of J. Barker, and resides in Jo Daviess County, 
Ill.; Levi lives on the old homestead; James re- 
sides in Merrick County, Neb.; William lives at 
home; George resides in Craighead County, Neb., 
and Franklin and Mary are both living at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson are highly esteemed mem- 
bers of the Presbyterian Church. Mr. Ferguson is 
a Republican in politics. 


WV 20S LIYE RDI 
AMUEL A. RUTHERFORD, one of the 
old citizens of the township of Lancaster, 
now resides with his brother, William 
Rutherford, whose biography appears else- 
where in this work. Samuel A. was born in 
Dauphin County, Pa., near Harrisburg, Aug. 13, 
1832. He remained at home until he was twenty- 
nine years of age. He had learned the shoe- 
“maker’s trade, which occupation he followed for 
fifteen years of his life. At the beginning of the 
Rebellion he enlisted in the army on Aug. 18, 1862, 
atthe time of the call of President Lincoln for 








300,000 troops to defend the “Stars and Stripes” 
of his country. He was a member of Co. B,127th 
Pa. Vol. Inf., which was attached to the Army of 
the Potomac under Burnsides, Hooker, and the sey- 
eral successive commanders who had charge of that 
army. He was in the battle of Fredericksburg on 
Dec. 13, 1862, and later at Chancellorsville, in 
which he was prostrated by a shell but was not 
seriously hurt. He afterward took part in numer- 
ous hard fought battles, but fortunately escaped 
without serious injuries. After re-enlistment, and 
having served his country for one year he was dis- 
charged in August, 1863, and immediately after- 
ward came to Illinois, where he has since resided, 
with the exception of a short time spent in Minne- 
sota, where he owns 160 acres of land partly im- 
proved. He never was married, and in politics 
is Republican. 


+= 


} OSEPH WAGNER is a very successful and 
thrifty agriculturist, residing on section 35, 
in Ridott Township, where he owns 195 
acres of land in a good state of improve- 
ment. He came to the county, locating first in 
Lancaster Township, where he lived for two years. 
After coming to Ridott Township he purchased 
110 acres, to which he has since made additions. 
He was born in Centre County, Pa., May 4, 1831. 
His father, William, was a small farmer, and was 
born in York County, Pa., of German parentage. 
The ancestors emigrated to this country prior to 
the Revolutionary War, and Joseph’s grandfather, 
John Wagner, was a participant in that struggle 
for American freedom. He lived and died in 
Centre County, Pa., where he was a farmer in a small 
way. He was a defender in the War of 1812, the 
fight to resist British encroachments, and married 
a Pennsylvania lady of German descent, who died 
in Centre County, Pa. 

The father of our subject, William Wagner, was 
born and reared in York County, and when a youth 
went to Centre County. He married Julia A. Ri- 
der, who was also bornin York County, but was 
reared in Centre County. She became the mother 
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of eleven children, six sons and five daughters, of 
whom our subject was the first son and fifth child. 
All the sons and three of the daughters are now liv- 
ing, and all are married and have families. Our 
subject, however, is the only child living in Illinois. 

The early life of Mr. Wagner was spent at home 
in the county of his nativity. When twenty years 
old he set out to learn the carpenter’s trade under 
Eli Bitner, of Clinton County, Pa. He was in Mr. 
Bitner’s employ for two years, and afterward 
worked on his own account, having come to _ Illi- 
nois assoon as he completed his trade, which he 
followed in Illinois for about eight years. He was 
married in 1855, in Fayette County, Iowa, to Miss 
Mary Hershey, who was born in Canada, near Buf- 
falo, N. Y., June 6, 1837, and came to the United 
States and settled in Lancaster Township, this 
county, with her parents in 1841. Her parents 
afterward went with their family to Lowa, and lived 
there for some time, but finally came to this town- 
ship, and died at the home of their daughter. Mrs. 
Wagner lived with her father until about one year 
after her marriage. She is the mother of three 
children: Abraham A. married Jennie , Halstead, 
and is a farmer living in Ridott 'Township; Nancy 
A. is the wife of James Morris, who also lives in 
Ridott Township; William, the remaining child, 
lives with his father, and married Elizabeth Crone- 
miller. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Wagner are members of the 
United Brethren Church, of which he is a Trustee. 
Mr. Wagner is an upright, respected citizen, and is 
a solid Republican. A handsome lithographic 
view of Mr. Wagner’s residence is shown on another 
page of this work. 


ARON LONG, a valued member of the 
farming community of Silver Creek Town- 
ship, has a fine estate on section 15, where 
he devotes his attention largely to stock- 

raising. His farm embraces 140 acres and has 

first-class improvements. He has been a resident 
of Stephenson County since May, 1849, coming 
here with his parents when a child four years of 


he 








age, and with the exception of seven years spent 
in Freeport, in the Chicago Bakefy, he has resided 
in Silver Creek Township ever since. 

Our subject first drew breath in Dauphin County, 
Pa., July 10, 1845. His father, Joseph Long, a 
native of the same county, descended from excel- 
lent Pennsylvania stock which had settled in that 
locality prior to the Revolutionary War. ‘The 
paternal grandfather of our subject, Dr. Henry 
Long, was a fine representative of the old family and 
spent his entire life in the Keystone State. He was 
a physician of more than ordinary merit and built 
up a large and lucrative practice in Dauphin 
County and vicinity. His wife, formerly Miss 
Margaret Welch, survived him, and after his death 
came to this State, spending her last days at the 
home of Joseph Long, in Silver Creek Township. 
Her death occurred Jan. 10, 1854. 

Joseph Long was the youngest in a family of 
three children and was reared in his native county. 
There also he married Miss Mary A. Whitman, a 
native of the same county and of similar descent as 


“himself. Five or six years after marriage they 


came to Illinois, making the journey overland with 
horse-teams and being five weeks on the road. The 
father of our subject purchased a small farm in 
Silver Creek Township which he occupied for a 
time and afterward sold, and purchased a larger 
tract on section 15, where he built up a good home- 
stead and spent the remainder of his days, folding 
his hands for his final rest Sept. 21, 1874, when 
about fifty-six years of age. The mother survives 
and makes her home in Freeport. She is now 
about sixty-three years of age, and a lady greatly 
beloved by her family and friends. She, with her 
husband, in early life united with the German Re- 
formed Church, 

Aaron Long, our subject, was the eldest of ten 
children born to his parents, four sons and six 
daughters. Two of the sons and two of the 
daughters are now deceased. Aaron received his 
education in Silver Creek Township and afterward 
took a course in the High School at Mt. Morris, 
Ogle County. Subsequently he engaged in teach- 
ing about three years, and remained a member of 
his father’s household until his marriage. This 
most important event in his life and which had 
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much to do in shaping his future career, was cele- 
brated in Silver Creek Township, Jan. 1, 1871. 
The lady of his choice, Miss Frances Kuenneth, 
was a native of the Province. of Bavaria in Ger- 
many, where she was born in 1846. Her parents, 
Adam and Catherine (Meisel) Kuenneth, were 
natives of Bavaria, whence they emigated to the 
United States in July, 1862, and settled in this 
county. The father died in Freeport in about 
1876, and the mother is still living there. 

The household circle of our subject and his wife 
was completed by the birth of seven children, all 
living and at. home, namely: Aaron Edward, Ann 
E., Rosa C., Emma C., Lily C., Mildred F. and 
Luella May. Mr. and Mrs. Long were reared in 
the doctrines of the German Reformed Church, to 
which they still loyally adhere. Mr. L. has been 
quite prominent in local affairs, holding the various 
oflices of the township, and is now Town Clerk and 
Treasurer of the School Board. Politically he 
votes the Democratic ticket. 


<DOr 


7. ERMAN F. HANKE, Superintendent of the 
Street Department of Freeport, although 
comparatively a young man is_ properly 

S)) numbered among the early settlers of Ste- 

phenson County, having arrived here in 1847, 

when one year old. He was born in the city 


of Bremen, Germany, Sept. 25, 1846, and is the | 


son of Herman and Henrietta (Grotewold) Hanke, 
natives of the same city as their son, where they 
were reared and married, In the year 1847, in 
company with many others the family emigrated 
to the United States, landing at New Orleans and 
proceeding thence. by boat up the Mississippi to 
Savanna and from there to Freeport. They 
reached their destination on the 12th of June, 1847, 
and the father of our subject engaged in teaming 
from Freeport to Chicago. Subsequently he entered 
the employ of the Galena & Chicago Union, now the 
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company, and 
the Illinois Central, having in charge numbers of 
men working on these roads. The elder Hanke, in 
1856, crossed the Mississippi into Fayette County, 





Iowa, where he engaged in farming until 1861. He 
then returned to Freeport and resumed his former 
occupation. as a teamster, which he still pursues. 
During his long residence in the city he has been 
known as a responsible and reliable man, and years 
ago established himself as.a worthy citizen. 

The subject of this sketch was educated in the 
free schools of Freeport, and continued under the 
parental roof during his childhood and youth. 
When eighteen years old he began learning the 
trade of a mason under the instruction of Bern- 
hardt Huenkemeier, in which capacity he was em- 
ployed five years and during which time he became 
thoroughly acquainted with the business. In 1870 
he was engaged upon the court-house which adorns 
the public square of Freeport, remaining with the 
work until its completion. For five years follow- 
ing he had charge of similar work in Chicago with 
the firm of Dammeier & Elder, then returning 
to Freeport he engaged in contracting on his own 
account, which he still follows. 

Mr. Hanke has filled the offices of Assistant Su- 
pervisor two terms, Highway Commissioner three 
years, and is now serving his third term as Super- 
intendent of streets. In the discharge of the du- 
ties of these various trusts, he has established a 
reputation for good judgment and ability, and has 
attended to the duties assigned him with conscien- 
tious care. Heallows nothing to be half-way done, 
and possesses a thorough knowledge of the work 
required in his department. 

Mr. Hanke has kept himself well posted upon the 
political affairs of his adopted country, and dates 
his Republican proclivities from the time when a 
lad of twelve years of age he listened to the famous 
speech of Abraham Lincoln at Freeport, in which 
the latter produced most forcible arguments against 
slavery, which convinced more than one of the 
propriety of the stand he had taken. Young 
Hanke cast his first Presidential vote for U. S. 
Grant, and there is no more reliable or conscien- 
tious adherent, of Republican principles to be found 
anywhere. 

Our subject grew up in the midst of a commu- 
nity whose universal respect he won by his inborn 
manliness and native ability, and in 1870 was 
united in marriage with one of the most estimable 
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young ladies of Freeport, namely, Miss Sarah E. 
Stichter, daughter of Levi and Catherine (Wingert) 
Stichter, the wedding being celebrated at the home 
of the bride in Jo Daviess County, Ill. The young 
people commenced life together in a modest dwell- 
ing at Freeport, and in due time became the par- 
ents of four children, two sons and two daughters, 
namely, Katie, born Dec. 13, 1870; Henry, July 23, 
1872; Albert, Jan. 27, 1874, and May Bell, Jan. 27, 
1876. They occupy a comfortable home in the 
western part of the city, on Clay street, and num- 
ber among their friends and associates the most 
cultivated people of Freeport and vicinity. 
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MOS A. STAMM is one of the substantial 
//\ residents of West Point Township. His 
[ family were among the earliest settlers of 
@ the county. He is a son of Adam and 
Elizabeth (Emerich) Stamm, the former of whom 
was a native of Centre County, Pa., where he grew 
to manhood and learned the tailor’s trade. His 
marriage took place in that county, and he re- 
mained there until soon after Ohio was admitted to 
the Union. That State was then considered to be 
the far West, and its fertile soil and numerous ag- 
ricultural advantages rapidly attracted settlers 
from the Eastern States. : 

. Adam Stamm was one of the pioneers of Coshoc- 
ton County, where he entered 320 acres of timber 
land. After his removal there he had the misfor- 
tune to be stricken with blindness, but he still con- 
tinued to carry on his farm, directing and super- 
vising all of the business, for others to execute. 
In 1853 he resolved to push still farther west, and 
came to Stephenson County, where he purchased 


forty acres of improved land on section 21, West — 


Point Township. In 1870 he sold his farm and 
bought another on section 8, where he lived about 
five years, then sold out again and purchased a 
place in Waddam’s Grove, where he remained un- 
til his death, which occurred in May, 1877. His 
wife’s death took place in April, 1881. They had 
a family of thirteen children born to them, eight 
of whom grew to maturity. Adam Stamm was a 





pioneer in two States, both of which are now prom- 
inent for their agricultural productions. He gave 
three sons to the service of his country in the Civil 
War, two of whom lost. their lives. William D. 
served in the 46th Illinois Infantry, and was killed 
at the siege of Vicksburg; Henry served in the 
15th Illinois Infantry, and died in Andersonville 
Prison. 

Amos A. Stamm came to this county with his 
parents, and assisted his father on the farm until 
he was twenty-one years of age. He then taught 
school during eight months of the year, and occu- 
pied the rest of the time in working at the carpen- 
ter’s trade. In 1864 he enlisted in the 46th Illi- 
nois Infantry- and served until the close of the war. 
On the 14th of January, 1864, he was married to 
Miss Julia A. Snider, the daughter of John and 
Mary Snider, and who was born in Herkimer 
County, N. Y. They have two children living— 
Adelaide I. and Alma A. Mr. Stamm is a Repub- 
ican in politics. As a worthy and representative 
citizen of West Point Township, we are pleased to 
present the portrait of Mr. Stamm in connection 
with this brief sketch of his life. 
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EORGE W. FREY, the subject of this 
sketch, is a retired merchant of the village 
of Loran, who is now enjoying the freedom 

and independence of a farmer. His parents were 
George and Barbara (Allaman) Frey, worthy pio- 
neers who came from Juniata County, Pa., to LIli- 
nois in May, 1850, and settled in Kent ‘Township, 
Stephenson County. ‘The father died in the spring 
of 1876, and the mother still survives. ‘Their fam- 
ily consisted of twelve children, four boys and 
eight girls. 

George W. Frey, our subject, was the eleventh 
child, and was born in Kent Township on the 6th 
of October, 1853. He availed himself of what 
privileges the common schools then afforded of ob- 
taining an education, and by assiduous application, 
generally stood at the head of his classes. In the 
spring of 1876 he went to Linn County, Iowa, and 
remained there until the spring of 1880, when he 
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returned to Stephenson County and engaged in 
mercantile pursuits in Loran. He continued mer- 
chandising in a general way until the fall of 1885, 
when he sold his stock of goods to other persons 
and turned his attention to farming. He is the 
owner of 269 acres of land, the largest part of 
which is highly cultivated. 

Mr. Frey was married to Arabella Buckley, 
daughter of Samuel and Lydia Buckley, on the 
26th of November, 1875, at Eleroy, Erin Town- 
ship, Ill. The parents of Mrs. Frey came from 
Pennsylvania and settled in Jefferson Township, 
Stephenson County. Her father was a soldier in the 
Union Army, and died in the hospital at Albany, 
Tenn., of sickness, thus testifying his devotion to 
the Union in as ample a measure as if he had gone 
to his death in the incarnation of battle. They 
had four children who lived to grow up. Mrs. 
Frey, who was the third in order of birth, was 
born in Jo Daviess County on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, 1855. Mr. and Mrs. Frey have three children, 
Myrtle, Lloyd and Earl. Mr. Frey has been Town- 
ship Assessor and School Treasurer. During the 
time the affairs of the Government were adminis- 
tered by the Republican party he served between 
four and five years as Postmaster at Loran, and 
during his incumbency the management of the 
office was so efficient as to be eminently satisfac- 
tory to all its patrons. 
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\[~ ENRY BIESEMEYER, a thrifty German 
farmer of Kent Township, owns 180 acres 
of land on sections 17 and 35, upon which 
he has effected first-class improvements, 
and which he has occupied for a period of nearly 
twenty years. His youth and early manhood were 
spent on the other side of the Atlantic, in the 
Province of Germany. where he first drew breath 
on the 16th of June, 1830. His parents were peo- 
ple of modest means, and were named respectively 
Cord and Minnie (Elierbrook) Biesemeyer. They 
also were of German birth and parentage, and spent 
their entire lives in their native Province, where 
the father engaged in agriculture, and distinguished 
himself as a peaceable and law-abiding citizen. 









The subject of this biography began early in life 
to make himself useful in the accomplishment of 
the lighter tasks around the parental home, and 
when fifteen years of age commenced an appren- 
ticesnip at the mason trade, which he followed near 
his native town until twenty-four years of age. 
He was not satisfied with the limited progress which 
he had made financially, and like many of his coun- 
trymen, had begun to look longingly toward the 
shores of the New World. He finally resolved to 
emigrate, and accordingly in May, 1854, boarded 
a sailing-vessel from the port of Bremen, and after 
a tedious voyage of seven weeks, landed in the 
city of New York. Thence he proceeded directly 
to Freeport, this county, and followed his trade 
here and in Jo Daviess County for the ten years 
succeeding. He had lived economically, true to 
the instincts of his early training, and saved what 
he could ofa limitedincome. In1864he invested 
his capital in land, and took up his abode in Erin 
Township, of which he remained a resident four 
years, then selling out, he purchased the land in- 
cluded in his present farm, and since that time has 
been a resident of Kent ‘Township. 

Mr. Biesemeyer, although mainly engaged in the 
cultivation of the soil, has followed his trade some- 
what in connection with farming since coming to 
this section. He has been fortunate in his invest- 
ments, and in his cultivation of the soil has ex- 
hibited rare good judgment, while the land in re- 
turn has yielded to his labor some of the finest 
crops in the Prairie State. He had, in 1856, pur- 
chased 120 acres in Jo Daviess County, which he 
sold, however, before taking possession of his pres- 
ent property. He keeps good horses, cattle and 
hogs, and the domestic animals, together with the 
farm implements, and everything about the prem- 
ises denotes the supervision of a man temperate and 
thrifty in his habits, and one whose word among 
his neighbors is considered as good as his bond. 
Mr. Biesemeyer while a resident of Erin ‘Township, 
was united in marriage with Miss Lizzie Niemayer, 
anative of his own country, born Jan. 16, 1844. 
She became the wife of our subject March 7, 1864, 
the wedding taking place at the home of the bride’s 
parents, John and Minnie Niemayer, who emigrated 
to America when their daughter wasa young child. 
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They located upon land in Erin Township, where 
they built up a comfortable homestead, and spent 
the remainder of their days, the mother dying in 
1883, and the father in 1884. 

The children of Mr, and Mrs. Biesemeyer were 


ten in number, of whom but seven now survive, 


named _ respectively, John, Mary, Lena, Daniel, 
Willie, Henry and Emma. Those deceased are 
Henry, David and Herman. ‘The parents are mem- 
bers of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and Mr. 
Biesemeyer, politically, since becoming a natural- 
ized citizen, has been a stanch supporter of the Re- 
publican party. 
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LAM B. WINGER, the “ windmill man,” is 
E one of that class of men to whom the coun- 
= try is indebted for the upbuilding of her 
cities. It is an established fact in this country, 
that no town or city can reach large dimensions 
unless it is the seat of manufacturing interests, and 
any man, or set of men, who invest their money in 
manufacturing enterprises in a town, city, or even 
a village, must be looked upon as benefactors. As 
manufacturing increases, so does population. As 
population increases, so does the volume of all 
kinds of business. The man who establishes a fac- 
tory that will employ 100 heads of families, creates 
a demand for that number of additional houses to 
accommudate them, which means the sale of a cor- 
responding number of lots, and the employment of 
the different mechanics required in the construc- 
tion of these houses. When they are completed, 
their value goes upon the tax duplicates of the city 
and county, and the wealth of both is added to 
that much. Manufacturers not only help towns, 
but they make towns, and in the making of Free- 
port such manufacturers as E. B. Winger have 
been no small factor. 

Elam B. Winger was born in Lancaster County, 
Pa., near the city of Lancaster, on the 24th of Sep- 
tember, 1837. His parents were Joseph and Eliz- 
abeth (Buckwalter) Winger, who settled in Frank- 
lin County, Pa., when he was a child two years of 
age. The mother died in Franklin County in 1879; 
the father is still living in that county. During 





Elam B.’s youth, he assisted his father upon the 
farm in summer, and attended the common schools 
in winter. He made the best of his opportunities, 
and when he had attained to manhood, he was bet- 
ter equipped in the matter of knowledge of mathe- 
matics and other branches of knowledge which 
would be useful in after life, than most young 
men whose graduation was from the common schools. 
Soon after attaining his majority, he opened a 
store in Greencastle, Franklin Co., Pa., a business 
which he conducted successfully there and in Clay 
Lick and Quincey for fourteen years, at the end of 
which time he concluded to try his fortunes in the 
West. In 1877 he came to Freeport, where he at 
once entered upon the manufacture of the Stover 
Windmill, which he continued until 1882, when the 
present company was organized and incorporated, 
as the Freeport Machine Company. During these 
years his efforts have been attended with good suc- 
cess. : 

Mr. Winger was married, April 18, 1861, to 
Elizabeth B. Stover, a sister of D. C. Stover, of 
this city, the well-known inventor, who was born in 
Greencastle, Pa. They have had four children: 
Oswald E., who is an inventive genius, and who 
has already produced some valuable inventions, 
took a thorough course in the Rensselaer Polytech- 
nic Institute, of New York, and was graduated in 
the class of 1886; the others are, Frank S., Harry 
E. and: Clarence A. The family of Mr. Winger 
lives in a brick residence at the west end of Ste- 
phenson street. It is surrounded with extensive 
lawns, driveways and walks, which are shaded by 
native and ornamental trees. Every surrounding 
of the place indicates general comfort as well as 


elegance. 
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ENRY WEILAND, deceased, presented the 
| admirable illustration of a self-made man, 
| who by his own efforts arose from a humble 

position in life, and became the reliable 
business man and thoroughly respected citizen who 
formed one of the valued factors of the community 
of Winslow, among whose people he moved for a 
period of over twenty years. 
Mr. Weiland was a descendant of excellent Ger- 
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man ancestry, and was himself born in the Father- 
land, April 22, 1822. He was orphaned by the 
death of both parents when but three years old, and 
was reared by an uncle. He attended school dar- 
ing his childhood and youth, and later engaged in 
farm pursuits in his native Province, until emigrat- 
ing to the United States. Upon his arrival in New 
York City he had a cash capital of thirty-seven 
cents in his pocket, and naturally made it his first 
business to seek employment. This he soon found 
in a restaurant, where he remained a year, and then 
started for the West. He was located fora time 
at Freeport, Ill, and then proceeded into Jo 
Daviess County, being employed on a farm by the 
month until his marriage. Subsequently he oper- 
ated on rented land in West Point Township, and 
in the meantime saved what he could of a limited 
His industry soon met with its reward, 
and in due time he was enabled to purchase the 
land which is now included in the desirable family 
homestead. Upon it at that time was a partially 
finished house, and most of the land was broken. 
Mr. Weiland completed the dwelling, erected a 
good barn, and planted fruit, shade and ornamental 
trees. Upon the homestead thus established he 
spent many tranquil years, and there departed this 
life Feb. 16,1884. He mingled but little in public 
affairs, but after becoming. a naturalized citizen 
cast his vote with the Democratic party. 

Mrs. Weiland, the wife of our subject, was born 
in Union County, Pa., July 1, 1837, and was the 
daughter of John and Mena (Walter) Babb, who 
were among the earliest pioneers of Stephenson 
County, and of whom a sketch will be found else- 
where in this volume. Of the union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Weiland there were born four children, namely, 
Mary, Cora, Emma and Minnie. ‘The mother is a 
member in good standing of the Lutheran Church, 
and she and her daughters live together on the 
homestead, surrounded by all the comforts of life, 
and enjoying the friendship of a large circle of ac- 
quaintances. The Weiland homestead is situated 
on rising ground which commands a fine view of 
the adjacent country, and invariably attracts the 
admiring attention of the passers-by. Since the 
death of her husband Mrs. W. has managed her 
farming and business affairs in a highly credita- 


income. 





ble manner, and has aimed in every particular to 
keep up the standing of the home established by 
her honored husband, and which will remain for 
years to come as the monument of his thrift and 
industry. 
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EVI SHERMAN, one of the self-made men 
le of Stephenson County, who through the 

result of his own energy and industry accu- 
mulated a fair share of this world’s goods, and by 
his integrity at the same time established himself 
in the esteem of his fellow-citizens, is now living 
retired from active business in the town of Lena, 
where he occupies a fine home and is surrounded 
by all the comforts of life. Providence has seen 
fit to smile upon him in his struggle with the ele- 
ments of life, and he has been uniformly successful 
in his undertakings. 

The subject of this biography is a native of the 
Empire State, and was born in the town of Moriah, 
Essex County, May 8, 1823. His father, Samuel 
Sherman, first drew breath among the hills of the 
Green Mountain State, where he grew to manbood, 
and took unto himself a life partner, Miss Subie 
Greene, also a native of Vermont. After their 
marriage the young people removed to a farm near 
the town of Moriah, in Essex County, N. Y., where 
they resided until 1850, and where their twelve 
children were born. Then, wishing to see some- 
thing of the West, Samuel Sherman disposed of his 
property, and with his family started for Illinois. 
After arriving in Knox County, he purchased a 
farm near Galesburg, which he occupied a number 
of years, and then retired to the city, where his 
death took place in 1876. The mother died in 
Galesburg in October, 1885. 

The children of Samuel and Subie Sherman grew 
to mature years, married, and settled in comfort- 
able homes of their own, Levi, of our sketch, who 
was the eldest, attended school in common with his 
brothers and sisters during the winter seasons, and 
as soon as old enough commenced to work upon 
the farm. Later he varied his occupation and en- 
gaged ina sawmill. He was married, in October, 
1848, to Miss Harriet Fowler, a playmate of his 
childhood. hey continued residents of Moriah 
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until the spring of 1850, and then in company with 
his father’s family, started for the prairies of IIli- 
nois. He loaded his household goods and a buggy 
onto a packet on Lake Champlain, going down the 
lake to the Erie Canal, upon which they embarked 
for Buffalo. ‘There their effects were transferred to a 
steamer, the Empire, bound for Chicago, and in 
that city they boarded the first cars they had ever 
seen, which took them: to Elgin, then the western 
terminus of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. 
From there an enterprising teamster whom he had 
met before leaving the train offered to take Mr. 
Sherman and his family with their goods to Wad- 
dam’s Grove for the sum of $15. The journey 
from Elgin to that point was completed in three 
days, they arriving in the embryo city on the lst 
day of June. 

Upon landing in this town Mr. Sherman had $200 
in cash, and this, with his household goods and 
buggy, comprised his worldly wealth. He engaged 
with Joshua Fowler to work on his farm at $15 per 
month, and was thus employed one summer, after 
which he worked at whatever he could find to do, 
in the meantime living economically and saving 
whatever was possible of his slender earnings. Not 
long afterward he purchased 160 acres of land in 
West Point Township, for which he contracted to 
pay $400, and which was considered a good price 
at that time. He had already the $200 spoken of, 
and turned over his buggy for $100, borrowing the 
remainder at twenty-five per cent interest. He took 
possession of his purchase in the fall of 1851, upon 
it being a log cabin with a dirt roof which he re- 
placed by shingles, and removed into it with his 
family. ‘They occupied this humble dwelling for 
three years, and then Mr. Sherman put up a more 
pretentious residence in the shape of a frame house, 
which at that day was considered quite stylish. 
He added by degrees to his landed interests, until 
he had 220 acres, and cultivated the soil until 1871. 
He then sold out and took up his residence in 
Lena, where he has since lived, retired from active 
labor. 

Mrs. Harriet Sherman departed this life on the 
5th of March, 1881, after having been the faithful 
and affectionate companion of her husband for 
more than thirty years; and he claims that to her 





wise judgment, and womanly counsel he is indebted 
for the success which attended him in his earlier 
struggles for a home and a competency. His pres- 
ent wife was formerly Mrs. Julia (Fowler) Wasson, 
a sister of his first wife, and widow of Thomas 
Wasson, who was a native of Ireland and of Scotch 
ancestry. Mr. W. came to America with his par- 
ents, John and Susanna Wasson, and they settled 
in Essex County, N. Y., where they spent the re- — 
mainder of their lives. There also their son Thomas 
died, March 26, 1853, and the year following his 
widow came to this county, since which time she 
has been a resident of Lena. The only child born 
of her first marriage, and named Walter T., is 
engaged in railroading in Lena. Mrs. Sherman is 
connected with the Presbyterian Church, and our 
subject finds his chief religion in simply following 
the precepts of the Golden Rule, endeavoring to do 
by his neighbors as he would have them do by him. 
He has served as School Director in his township a 
number of years, is Republican in politics, and in 
all respects has proved himself an honest man and 
good citizen. The accompanying portrait of Mr. 
Sherman will be viewed with pleasure by all who 
know him, as being that of a true man and worthy 
citizen. 
30S Gil 3 op 


7 SIANKFUL BUSS. One of thie earliest set- 
6 tlers of Kent Township and the subject of 

our sketch, owns 120 acres on section 2. He 
is the son of Jesse and Mary (Crittenden) Buss, 
who were natives of England. The parents came 
to America in the year 1850, and upon their ar- 
rival journeyed west and settled in Waddams 
Township, Stephenson County. Subsequently they 
settled in Kent ‘Township, where the father died 
about 1853. The mother survives at the venerable 
age of ninety-four years. 

Thankful Buss, the eighth child, was born in Sus- 
sex County, England, on the 26th of June, 1828. Af- 
ter he was large enough to labor he was employed in 
driving a team in England, which occupation he 
followed until 1848, when he came to America and 
settled in Stephenson County. He lived in what 
is now the village of Lena for two years, working 
by the month at small wages. In the course of 
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time he accumulated sufficient money with which 
to purchase 160 acres of land, on which he settled 
and has resided since 1850. At the present time 
he is the owner of 120 acres of land. In 1881 Mr. 
Buss met with one of those accidents which come 
without_warning, in the shape of a tornado, by 
which a large portion of his buildings were destroyed. 
When the storm was seen approaching he and his 
family took refuge in a cellar and thus all escaped 
injury. 

Mr. Buss was married in England on the 8th of 
January, 1848, to Miss B. D. Richardson, who also 
was a native of England. In January, 1864, he 
enlisted in the 146th Illinois Infantry, and served 
with that command until the close of the war, re- 
turning to his home in Kent Township without 
having been injured or impaired in health. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buss have had eleven children, 
those living being: Esther A., Emma, Charlotte, 
George H., William, Charles, Allie E., Arthur W. 
and Della M.; and two dead, Eliza I., and one who 
died in infancy. Esther is the wife of Edward 
Hurd, and resides in Lena; Emma is the wife of 
E. O. Hill, and lives in Nebraska; Charlotte is the 
wife of J. P. Lockrey, and resides in Iowa; George 
H. married Amy Galbraith and lives in Nebraska; 
William married Jennie Shurry, and resides in West 
Point Township; Charles married Etta Heidenrich, 
and livesin Jo Daviess County; Ella is the wife of 
Charles Heidenrich, and lives in Jo Daviess County ; 
Arthur and Della are yet at home. Mr. B. has held 
the office of Commissioner of Highways for twenty- 
four years. Politically he is a Republican. His 
father and mother and all the members of the 
family belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The father and mother have been members of that 
church for thirty-four years, 
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{ ILLIAM T. GILES, late editor and _ pro- 
\pf prietor of the Freeport Democrat, was born 

in New Lisbon, Columbiana Co., Ohio, on 
the 18th of July, 1823. He attended the schools 
of that quaint old town until he was about fifteen 


years old, when he became an apprentice in the 
otfice of the Ohio Patriot. He continued in that 





office until 1843, when he went to Bucyrus, hold- 
ing a position on the Crawford County Democrat. 
Printing-offices in Bucyrus in those days were not 
the bonanzas they are now, and Mr. Giles could not 
get. money enough from the proprietor to pay his 
board, which was $1.25 per week. _ In the course of 
time the paper collapsed, and the proprietor urged 
Mr. Giles to buy the material and remove it to Up- 
per Sandusky, and commence the publication of a 
Democratic paper there. Mr. Giles insisted that he 
neither had money nor experience, and did not 
feel justified in embarking in the enterprise. The 
proprietor, however, insisted, giving Mr. Giles to 
understand that unless some arrangements could be 
made, he could not pay him for the labor he had 
performed, and that he would be compelled to foot 
it back to New Lisbon. Mr. Giles, seeing that it 
was a’case of necessity, said “Sink or swim, sur- 
vive or perish, here goes,” The material was re- 
moved to Upper Sandusky, and the publication of 
the Democratic Pioneer was begun, under most em- 
barrassing circumstances, and after overcoming all 
obstacles, was finally established on a paying basis, 
and Mr. Giles continued to control it until the year 
1849, when, with a party of gentlemen he started 
for California. After a great many trials and trib- 
ulations in crossing the plains, California was finally 
reached, and after spending a year or two prospect- 
ing for gold, Mr. Giles became interested in the 
establishment of a paper at Marysville, called the 
California Express, the first number of which was 
issued on the 3d of November, 1851. He remained 
connected with this paper for abouta year, when he 
closed-out his interest and went to Downieville, 
Sierra County, and began the publication of, the 
Mountain Echo. 

In 1853 our subject severed all connection with 
California newspaper enterprises, returned to Ohio, 
and resumed the publication of the Pioneer at Up- 
per Sandusky. In the fall of 1855 he was married 
to Miss Mary E. Scroggs, of Upper Sandusky, and 
in 1856 he came to Freeport, Ill., and bought the 
Bulletin, which he published for many years. In 
1864 he sold it and went to Montana Territory. 
After living at various places in Lowa and Illinois, 
he finally came back to Freeport, and resumed the 
management of the Bulletin. A short time after 
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this he started the Lee County Democrat, at Dixon, 
Ill., but soon sold that paper and continued the 
Bulletin for a long time, finally selling it. Then 
he started the I?/inois Monitor in Freeport, and pub- 
lished it over three years. He edited the Dakota 
Herald at Yankton, Dak., for several months, and 
then returned to Freeport, and established the 
Democrat, which he recently sold to F. Charles 
Donohue. 


HARLES T. KLECKNER, retired farmer, 
G and a resident of Davis, owns and occupies 
a handsome home in this thriving little city, 
to which he retired in the spring of 1884, after a 
farm life of forty-four years. He is a native of 
Northampton County, Pa., and was born Jan. 6, 
1819, and came West with his. parents in 1840 when 
a young man. He was married in 1839 to Miss 
Mary Gift, who was a native of the same State as 
her husband. ‘This lady remained the faithful and 
affectionate companion of her husband for over 
forty years, and departed this life at their home in 
Davis, March 26, 1884, a few weeks after they had 
taken up their residence there and prepared to 
spend their last days in comfort and quiet together. 
Mrs. Kleckner was born in what is now Snyder 
County, Pa., July 12, 1819, and became the mother 
of ten children, four now deceased. 

The great-grandfather of our subject is believed 
to have been a native of Germany, and it is known 
that he was the founder of the family in the United 
States. He located in Pennsylvania where he mar- 
ried and reared a family of sons and daughters, one 
of whom, Solomon, the grandfather of our subject, 
was born in Northampton County, and was there 
reared and married to a Miss Hoover. He wasa 
clock-maker by trade but later in life abandoned 
this occupation to take up farming. He was suc- 
cessful in accumulating a property and owned a 
large extent of land in Union County, where his 
death took place in August, 1837, after he had ar- 
rived at nearly threescore and ten years. His wife 
survived him a few years and then also passed to 
her long home at a ripe old age. 

Among the sons of Solomon Kleckner was John 





Kleckner, the father of our subject, who was the 
second child of his parents. Their family included 
Jacob, now deceased, John, already spoken of; 
George and Joseph, deceased; Peter, who lives in 
this county; and Michael, William, Susanna and 
Klizabeth, deceased, and Catherine, a resident of 
this county; John Kleckner was reared in North- 
ampton and Union Counties, and was married in 
the former county to Miss Elizabeth Bender, who 
was born and reared not far from the home of her 
husband and was of German descent. Some of her 
relatives took part in the Revolutionary War, fight- 
ing on the side of the Colonists. Of her marriage 
with John Kleckner there were born five children, 
of whom our subject, Charles T., was the eldest; 
Anna became the wife of M. Gift, of Orangeville, 
this county; William is a resident of Waddams 
Township; Thomas and Conrad died in this county 
after reaching manhood. 

John Kleckner remained in his native State until 
after the birth of all. his children, and then, in 
1840, started overland with his family for the 
Prairie State. They came to this county and took 
up their abode in Rock Grove Township, where the 
father secured about 700 acres of good land, upon 
which he built up a comfortable homestead and 
remained for some years. He died at the home of 
his daughter in Oneco, April 1, 1873. His first wife 
and the mother of his children, died in Rock Grove, 
in January, 1857. He subsequently married Miss 
Mary Oyer, who survived her husband a few years 
and died in Rock Grove Township. The parents 
were members of the German Reformed Church, 
and politically, John Kleckner was a member of 
the Democratic party. 

The boyhood and youth of our subject were 
spent on his father’s farm, and after coming West 
with his parents he still followed agricultural pur- 
suits. After a time he became owner of the larger 
part of the land included in the homestead which 
he afterward sold to his son. He was successful in 
his farming operations and became notable among 
the men of this county for his skill and industry, 
The record of his surviving children is as follows: 
Isaac F. married Miss Emma Robinson, anid is a 
resident of Sioux City, Lowa; George A. inarried 


Miss Clara Martin, and lives on part of the old 
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farm; Ferris married Miss Belle -Martin, and is 
farming in Cedar County, Neb.; Martin married 
Miss Anna Good, and follows the profession of a 
teacher in the Heidelberg College at Tiffin, Ohio; 
Sarah is the wife of H. A. Goodrich, and they oc- 
cupy the old homestead proper in Rock Grove 
Township; Emma married Mr. Frank Cross, who 
occupies a part of his father’s old homestead in 
Winnebago County. 

Isaac Kleckner, the eldest son of our subject, 
was studious by nature and improved his opportuni- 
ties in his youth, fitting himself for a teacher, and 
was for some time Superintendent of the schools 
of Stephenson County. He also officiated as County 
Clerk for a period of nine years. During the late 
war he served as a Union soldier in the 46th IIli- 
nois Infantry, and received a gunshot wound at 
Shiloh from which he lost his left arm. He is now 
engaged in the banking business at Sioux City, 
Iowa. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married at Dakota, in this county, in August, 1886, 
was formerly Mrs. Jane (Reed) Chambers, a native 
of Union County, Pa., where she was first married 
and whence she afterward removed with her hus- 
band to Green County, Wis. There Mr. Chambers 
died about 1866. Of her first marriage there were 
born six.children, namely, William, John, Maggie, 
Sallie, Libbie and Georgia. They are all married 
except the last named, who remains with her 
mother. Mr. Kleckner is a liberal Democrat, polit- 
ically, and religiously, belongs to the German Re- 
formed Church. 


TRS 


KA ARTIN RITZMAN, who is numbered 
among the substantial farmers of Buckeye 
Township, is a native of Union County, Pa., 
his birth taking place there April 11, 1844. 

His father, William Ritzman, a native of the same 
county, was born in 1805, and was there married 
and lived until 1846. In the fall of that year he 
started with his wife and nine sons for Illinois, 
making the entire journey overland, and camping 
and cooking by the wayside, after the manner of 





the travelers of those days. He possessed some 
means and purchased a tract of land which is now 
included in the homestead of our subject. Forty 
acres of this was in meadow and twelve acres had 
been cleared from the timber. The remainder 
consisted mostly of a growth of underbrush. Upon 
it was a small frame house, of which the family 
took possession and prepared to make the best of 
their circumstances. The nearest markets were at 
Galena and Chicago, the former on the western 
borders of Jo Daviess County, and the latter, 120 
miles east. 

The father of our subject, however, was a man 
not to be discouraged by trifles, and he persevered 
amid all the difficulties which beset him, and was 
successful in his undertakings. In due time he 
had added to his real estate, and the first humble 
dwelling was replaced by a shapely and substantial 
brick residence. He also put up a large frame 
barn and other necessary out-buildings, and upon 
the homestead thus established continued to live 
until the spring of 1881, when he rested from his 
earthly labors. The mother of our subject, who in 
her girlhood was Miss Sarah Gaywix, also a native of 
Union County, Pa., died the year following the re- 
moval of the family to this State. The father was 
married again, and five more children were added 
to the eleven formerly included in the household. 

Our subject was in the third year of his age 
when his parents came to this county. As soon as 
old enough he commenced assisting his father and 
brothers in clearing the farm, and remained a mem- 
ber of the parental household until after the out- 
break of the late Civil War. In July, 1862, he 
enlisted in Co. B., 71st Ill. Vol. Inf., and after his 
term of enlistment had expired returned home for 
a time, but re-enlisted, and went with his regiment 
into Missouri and Arkansas, being chiefly assigned 
to teaming, a duty which involved very little direct 
fighting with the enemy. At the close of the war 
he returned home, and resumed farming until 1870. 
Subsequently he rented a tract of land in Black 
Hawk County, Iowa, which he occupied four years, 
then returning to this county, purchased eighty 
acres of land in Florence Township, which he oc- 
cupied until 1876. He then traded this land for 
eighty acres in Buckeye Township. The year 
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previous, however, he had established a butcher 
shop at Orangeville, which he operated until 1881, 
when he sold it and took possession of a farm in 
Buckeye Township. There he lived until 1883, 
when he removed to the old homestead where he 
purposes to remain. Of this he owns ninety-six 
acres adjoining the town of Orangeville, which is 
quite valuable. In 1883 he also laid off a portion 
of his land as an addition to the town. A view of 
the residence and surroundings of Mr. Ritzman is 
shown in this volume. 

Our subject was married, Feb. 7, 1868, to Miss 
Mary M. Dersham, a native of Union County, Pa., 
and one of his childhood associates. Of this union 
there were born seven children, six now living, 
namely, George W., Laura B., Luella A., Harvey, 
Maude and Leon. Martin was drowned on 
Christmas Day in 1882, when five years of age. 
Mr. Ritzman, politically, is a straight Republican, 
and with his estimable wife, is prominently con- 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The father of our subject was a Lieutenant in the 
Mexican War. Four of his sons, beside our sub- 
ject, assisted in putting down the late Rebellion. 
John belonged to Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf; Will- 
iam was in the 2d Kansas Infantry, which operated 
mostly in Kansas; George was in the 2d Illinois 
Battery, and Robert wasin Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf. 


C ONRAD RAHORN. One of the most pleas- 








antly located homesteads in Oneco Town- 
ship is the one occupied by the subject of 
this sketch, and in order that the reader may form 
some idea of its exterior appointments and sub- 
stantial surroundings, a view is presented on an- 
other page of this Arsum. Mr. Rahorn has been 
one of the successful men of Oneco Township, and 
in his business affairs has not only shown good 
judgment and much sagacity, but has been liberal 
and broad-minded in the methods adopted for con- 
ducting his farm. In all things he has kept abreast 
of the times, and on all occasions has demonstrated 
a progressive spirit. 
Mr. Rahorn is a native of the State of Maryland, 
and was born on the 10th of November, 1821, 





shortly after the arrival of his father and mother in 
this country. During his boyhood days he resided 
at home with his parents, to whom he was much 
devoted, and gave his best efforts in assisting in 
the care of the farm until he was twenty years of 
age. Just about the time of arriving at his major- 
ity he became engaged in co-operative farming in 
Clinton County, Pa., in which he continued for 
seven years. During these years, and while thus 
engaged, Mr. Rahorn developed those traits of in- 
dustry and economy which have stood him so well 
in after life, and their practice at that time enabled 
him to accumulate means sufficient to emigrate 
farther West, and tomake the beginning of what 
has proved a successful life, in Illinois. On the 
9th of June, 1849, he arrived in Stephenson County 
and located in Oneco Township, purchasing at the 
time eighty acres of prairie and thirty-two acres of 
timber land, and two years later, eight acres just 
across the line in Wisconsin. With much energy 
he immediately began the improvement of this 
land, and persevered in the work until now he has, 
as the view given will show, one of the most 
delightful places in the township. 

On the 26th of July, 1857, Mr. Rahorn was mar- 
ried to Fannie Gingrich, a widow, daughter of 
Thomas Worts, a native of Union County, Pa. 
His great-grandfather was a native of Germany, 
and his great-grandmother was of English descent. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Rahorn have been born eight 
children, whose names are: Mary, now Mrs. Runkle; 
William, Ella, Albin, Anna Maria, Emma C., 


George A. and Amelia M. Mrs. Rahorn’s children 


by her first husband were Cyrus W.; John H., who 
resides in Kansas, and Sarah, deceased. While Mr. 
Rahorn is a Democrat and invariably supports the 
nominees of that party for national and State 
offices, he discriminates among local candidates to 
the extent of voting for those he considers the best 
men, whether they be Democrats or not. If this 
line of policy were followed by a larger number of 
the citizens of townships and counties, there would 
be less dishonesty displayed and covered up by 
politicians. Mr. Rahorn, since his residence in 
Oneco Township, has earned for himself the repu- 
tation of a good citizen, and a business man who is 
prompt and reliable in his dealings. 
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OHN FOSHA, of Silver Creek Township, is 
proprietor of one-half of section 35, which 
| embraces a fine body of land, 320 acres in 
extent, and which he has brought to a high 
state of cultivation. His possessions, however, do 
not stop here by any means, as he has 1,600 acres 
in Riley County, Kan., and forty-four acres of val- 
uable timber in Ogle County, this State. The 
larger portion of the Kansas land is partially im- 
proved, and a few years hence will be quite val- 
uable. 

Mr. F. has been a resident of Stephenson County 
since the spring of 1860, and to which he had re- 
moved from Ogle County, where he had sojourned 
for a period of three years. ‘The ten years previ- 
ous had been spent in Virginia, where he settled 
upon his emigration from the Kingdom of Prussia, 
of which he is a native. He was born Jan. 12, 
1834, and is the son of Frederick Fosha, a native 
of the above-mentioned country, who followed the 
trade of a weaver, and was married to Miss Dora 
Spillman. The parents of our subject were of pure 
German ancestry, and after the birth of three chil- 
dren, decided to seek their fortunes on this side of 
the Atlantic. One child died in their native land, 
and our subject was the younger of the two re- 
maining when they started. During the voyage 
another child was added to the family, a son, Will- 
iam. After arriving upon American shores, they 
took up their abode in Frederick, Md., where the 


father followed his trade; and whence he afterward . 


removed to Shepherdstown, Va. They remained 
in that locality for a period of ten years, then 
started overland with teams for Illinois, locating in 
Ogle County. The father died there on the Sth 
of March, 1878, aged seventy-two ‘years. The 
mother is still living, making her home with her 
son Henry, in Ogle County, and being now seven- 
ty-eight years old. 

Our subject, as soon as old enough, learned the 
trade of his father in Virginia, but not being en- 
tirely pleased with the occupation of weaving, 
abandoned it at the early age of fourteen, and af- 
terward devoted his attention to farming. While 
a resident of Ogle County, he was married, Feb. 
24, 1856, to Miss Mina Schueman. This lady is 
a native of Hanover, Germany, and was born Jan. 





12, 1838, and is the daughter of Henry and Jo- 
hanna (Sefert) Schueman, natives of Prussia. 
Her father was a butcher by trade, and she emi- 
grated to the United States with her father in 1853. 
They went to Chicago, where they resided a few 
months, and thence to Freeport, where the father 
died about the year 1879. The mother had died 
in Germany when her daughter Miva was seven 
years of age. The father married a second time, 
his last wife dying in Freeport. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fosha became the parents of twelve 
children, eight of whom are now living: Lizzie, 


* Anna and Harry are married and settled in com- 


fortable homes of their own; Johanna, Dora, John, 
Daniel and William are at home with their parents. 
All are members of the Evangelical Church, and 
Mr. F. politically, is an uncompromising Democrat. 

Among the views of leading farm homesteads 
shown in this volume, may be found ‘that belong- 
ing to Mr. Fosha. 

eaeet 4% Sl mee 
ANIEL GABLE. For nearly forty years 

the subject of this sketch, who owns an 
YZ ample farm on section 34, has been a resi- 
dent of Stephenson County. His parents 

are Jacob and Elizabeth (Machamer) Gable, who 
were both born and reared in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, and lived most of their lives, before coming 
West, in Union County. They were among the 
first settlers of Stephenson County, coming from 
Pennsylvania in the year 1843, and settling in what 
is now Loran Township. For six years they re- 
mained on the land they first occupied, and then 
removed to Kent Township, where they lived until 
about 1883, when they returned to Loran Town- 
ship. where they now live at an advanced age, 
honored and esteemed hy all who know them of 
the generations which have grown up since their 
advent. They had a family of eleven children, 
five boys and six girls. 

Daniel Gable was the third child, and was born 
in Union County, Pa., on the 22d of February, 
1833, the anniversary of his birthday thus recur- 


ring simultaneously with that of Washington, the 
Father of his country. When ten years of age he 
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accompanied his parents in their long and tedious 
journey from Pennsylvania to Illinois, when there 
were no means of transit more rapid than the stage 
coach or heavy wagon. This family made the 
journey with horses, and were six weeks en route. 
When old enough to begin work he learned the 
trade of a carpenter, but as that business did 
not suit his taste he abandoned it in time, and since 
then farming has been his chief occupation. He 
has been a resident of Stephenson County since 1849. 

On the 4th of June, 1857, Mr. Gable was mar- 
ried in Freeport, Ill., to Elizabeth N. Blyler, 
daughter of Daniel and Rebecca (Gable) Blyler, 
natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. Blyler died in that 
State, and after his death the mother came to Ste- 
phenson County, and resides in Kent Township. 
Mrs. Gable was born in Union County, Pa., on the 
31st of August, 1832. The family which has been 
given to Mr. and Mrs. Gable consists of six chil- 
dren, who were born in the following order: Clara, 
Susan R., John F., Robert S., Marcus B., Gertrude. 
Clara died when in infancy; Susan is the wife of 
George W. Moothart, and resides in Lancaster 
County, Neb. Mr. Gable’s landed possessions corn- 
sist of 173 acres in Stephenson County, and eighty 
acres in the State of Nebraska. He has been a 
School Director and Commissioner of Highways. 
His political predilections are Republican. Mrs. 
Gable is a member of the Lutheran Church, and is 
active in whatever duties devolve upon her by that 
— connection. 








( ON. MARTIN P. SWEET, deceased, was 
Hh born in Central New York. He was the 
Y child of poor but honest parents, and had 

6 few advantages of an early education. He 
removed to Winnebago County, Ill., in 1837. At 
that time he was a licensed preacher in the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, and while living on his farm 
near what is now the site of Pecatonica Village, de- 
voted part of his time to preaching. In 1840 he 
moved. to Freeport and opened a law office, and 
from that time dates his public career. 





Mr. Sweet was a man who had a wide reputation 
as one of the most eloquent orators of the day in the 
forum, the pulpit, or on the stump. Zealous, earn- 
est, full of enthusiasm, throwing himself with his 
whole soul into whatever he undertook, he was one 
who carried with him by his impassioned eloquence 
all who listened to him. Perorations fell from his 
lips equal to the best effort of the best orators of 
the land. From 1840 to the last year of his life he 
participated prominently in every political cam- 
paign of importance. In 1840 no voice was more 
eloquent than his, and none did more excellent serv- 
ice in behalf of the Hero of ‘Tippecanoe. In 1844 
his influence and ability were recognized by the 
Whig party, by putting him in nomination for Con- 
gress in his district against Mr. Hoge, then Joco- 
foco incumbent. In all the counties outside of Han- 
cock Mr. Sweet had 346 majority; Mormonism in 
Hancock gave Hoge 1,441 majority and thus again 
elected him. In every election from that time 
until 1850 Mr. Sweet stood prominent in the ranks 
of the Whig party in the district, and was an ac- 
knowledged leader and champion. Ever at his 
post where duty called and danger threatened, he 
proved himself a trué and tried man. In the noted 
campaigns of 1840, 1844 and 1848 he had proved 
himself a host, helping to secure all the triumphs 
gained, and in the moment of disorder and defeat, 
by his trumpet-toned eloquence, calling back and 
rallying his scattered legions. In 1850 he was 
again chosen as the leader of the Whigs in his 
district, and made a gallant fight. His nomination 
was hailed with enthusiasm, but the odds against 
him were too great, and he was again doomed to 
defeat. Nothing daunted by his want of success, 
and though never receiving an office or public trust 
of any kind, from that time onward he was always 
found ready at the bugle call to lend his aid in 
behalf of liberty and justice. In 1852, 1856 and 
1860 especially, he labored hard and _patriotically. 
His sympathies were always with the oppressed and 
down-trodden, and his labors earnest and consistent 
in behalf of self-made men. The architect of his 
own fortune, he won his way to the prominent posi- 
tion he occupied by noble endeavors. 

At a bar meeting held immediately after his 
death, among others, the following eloquent eulogy 
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to his memory was <lelivered by the Hon. Thomas 
J. Turner, a contemporary in his profession: 

“Itis difficult for me to find words to express what 
we all feel on this solemn occasion. Hon. Martin 
P. Sweet is dead. We shall not again hear from 
bis lips the burning eloquence that in times past 
has thrilled the Court and bar, as he held up to 
view the enormities of crimes which he had been 
called upon to prosecute; or the melting pathos 
with which he captivated the sympathies of jury 
and people, while defending those he regarded in- 
nocent. Few men ever possessed that magnetic 
power which chains an audience, ina greater de- 
gree than did our departed friend. 

“It is not alone at the bar that he has left his 
impress as a leading mind. In the arena of poli- 
tics, and in the sacred desk, he was alike conspicu- 
ous. Logical in argument, terrible in invective, 
and quick in repartee, he carried the judgments of 
the jury or an audience; or failing here. his quick 
sympathies and deep pathos led them along against 
the convictions of judgment. Such was Martin P. 
Sweet as an orator and an advocate. A self-made 
man, he surmounted difficulties which would dis- 
courage and defeat others, and reached a position 
at the bar second to none, and established a repu- 
tation as an orator of which any man among us 
might well feel proud. 

“But it is not as a public or professional man 
alone that we mourn him to-day. Mr. Sweet im- 
migrated to Winnebago County in this State in the 
year 1838, where with his own hands, and the help 
of his wife, he erected a comfortable log house, and 
there entered upon that chimerical course of life 
which, at some time or other, in the life of almost 
every lawyer, has held out the promise of ease, self- 
culture and intellectual enjoyment—the life of a 
farmer. But he soon found that the fields would 


not yield a harvest with incessant toil, and that 


calves and pigs did not spring indigenous from the 
soil, and in 1840 he left his farm and removed to 
Freeport, where he remained, with the exception of 
two or three years he was in the ministry, until 
his death. 

“On opening an office in Freeport, he soon se- 
cured a remunerative practice, and took a first rank 
at the bar throughout the circuit, His services 





were sought after wherever important cases were to 
be tried, or legal ability was required. Among the 
traits of character which endeared Mr. Sweet to 
the members of the profession, were his urbane 
manners, his nice sense of professional honor, and 
his kind and courteous bearing toward those who 
were opposed to him. In these respects he has 
done much to elevate the standard of professional 
ethics. 

“In private life he was generous and urbane, and 
had many friends, with few, if any, enemies. In his 
death, the bar has lost one of its brightest orna- 
ments, the city a good citizen and zealous friend, 
and the county and State an able defender of their 
rights. For all these we mourn him. ‘There is 
still another circle that mourns him with a deeper 
grief—the charmed circle of home. The sorrow 
which reigns there is too sacred to be spoken of in 
this place. With closed eyes and silent lips, all 
that was mortal of our friend sleeps just where he 
desired his last sleep should be—beneath the green 
sod of this beautiful prairie land, which in life he 
loved so well; while his spirit we trust has entered 
upon higher and holier joys, and more sublime pur- 
suits than this earth affords. 

“Let us, my brethren of the bar, while our eyes 
are suffused with tears, and our hearts bowed with 
sorrow over his grave, resolve to emulate his vir- 
tues, to follow his example, and avoid and forget 
his faults, if he had any, so that when our work on 
earth is done and when our names may be men- 
tioned, as the name of our departed friend is 
mentioned to-day, with bated breath and choked 
utterance, it may be said of us, ‘our work is fin- 
ished; it is well done.’ ” 

In response to Mr. Turner’s eulogy, the Judge 
said in substance, that, during the sixteen years 
he had been on the circuit bench, he had known 
Mr. Sweet as a member of the bar, and as an effect- 
ive speaker and legal orator he had no superior 
and at times he was the leading genius, outstrip- 
ping all others in his judicial circuit. That ‘it is 
probable we shall never look upon or hear his 
like again. ‘The thrilling tones of that voice, so | 
powerful, so charming and so eloquent, have died 
away forever to the natural ear, but still we hear 
the echoes in the chambers of the soul. And here- 
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after, when we think of Mr. Sweet, it will be in 
connection with some great effort we have heard 
him make in by-gone years, and the sensations we 
felt then will again rush over the soul. Thus will 
he speak back to us from the world of the departed. 
And to-day, while sitting here on this accustomed 
bench, I seem to hear his utterancés over again, as 
we all do, but they are more solemn and impressive 
because now they have the momentum of eternity 
added to that of time. May we emulate his vir- 
tues and be prepared when our change comes.” 


PES PE SRO KO Sia 


4 ILLIAM CORNING, as a worthy repre- 
\f sentative of the pioneer element of North- 

ern Illinois, is regarded with that peculiar 
veneration and respect accorded those who braved 
the dangers and hardships of an untried region, in 
order to provide homes for themselves and their 
children. He also assisted in the colonization of 
a section of country which he with others believed 
would in time yield to the hand of the husband- 
man rich fruits for his toil, and where there was 
abundant room for the exercise of a worthy ambi- 
tion, and the establishment of something better 
than was known on the rugged coast of New En- 
gland. There it was that our subject first opened his 
eyes to the light of day, his birth taking place in 
Londonderry, Rockingham Co., N. H., June 25, 


1818. 
The Corning family came over from England 


during the early settlement of this country, locat- 
ing at Beverly, Mass.,in 1641. There it is be- 
lieved the father of our subject, Nathan Corning, 
was born, and after reaching manhood, joined the 
American army, mostly composed of the Colonists 
struggling for their liberty. After this was assured 
and his services were no longer needed, he went 
into New Hampshire and purchased a tract of land 
near Londonderry, at that time a mere hamlet, 
Upon this land was a stream which furnished fine 
water-power, of which the elder Corning was not 
slow to avail himself, for he soon had a sawmill 
and gristmill erected, and operated these in con- 
nection with his farm successfully for a number of 


years. His property included quite a tract of fine 





land which he cleared and improved, and upon which 
he remained till his death, which took place in the 
fallof 1842. He married early in life, Miss Hannah 
Boise, who was born in New Hampshire, and de- 
scended from Scotch-Irish ancestry. ‘This lady 
survived her husband but three short years, and 
like him, died upon the old homestead near Lon- 
donderry. The household circle included eleven 
children, ten of whom attained to mature years. 

William, of our sketch, who was the tenth in 
order of birth, attended school as opportunity af- 
forded, and. like his brothers and sisters, was 
trained to habits of industry and economy. He 
started out early in life to do for himself, engaging 
on a farm when sixteen years of age, and receiv- 
ing for his services the munificent wages of $5 per 
month. A brief season thus spent, however, satis- 
fied him, and going to Merrimac, he engaged for a 
time in teaming and afterward drove the stage 
from Londonderry and Lowell, to Andover, Mass. 
Afterward he changed his route from Lowell 
to Haverhill, and became joint proprietor of the 
“rolling stock.” He was similarly engaged until 
in the spring of 1842, when the reports from the 
West were leading many young and enterprising 
men to attempt the long journey in the hope of 
something better in the future. He started by rail 
and with the assistance of the canal and lakes 
finally reached Chicago, whence he proceeded to 
Galena by stage, making the entire journey from 
his childhood’s home in twenty-one days, which at 
that time was considered ashort trip. He resumed 
his old occupation of teaming for a time, and then 
engaged to drive the stage from Galena to Free- 
port and other towns, By plain living and close 
economy, he managed to save money sufficient to 
buy a farm in West Point Township, this county, 
where he followed agriculture in summer, and 
drove the stage the balance of the year, until 
1853. He then abandoned the road and confined 
himself to his farm until 1868, when he purchased 
the place which he now owns in Lena. Besides 
his handsome town property, he has his fine farm 
of 215 acres which is operated by a tenant. 

The marriage of William Corning and Miss 
Mary B. Green was celebrated at Lowell, Mass., 
the officiating minister being Rev. Dr. Miner of 
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that city, and the date thereof Nov. 7, 1842. 
The wife of our subject was born in Newburyport, 
Mass., March 1, 1821, and is the daughter of Rob- 
ert and Mary (Sargeant) Green, natives of En- 
gland and Massachusetts. The father died in 1821, 
while the mother is still living in Haverhill, Mass. 
Of this union there were born five children, two 
now living, viz., Elizabeth P. and Adrianna. The 


' family are Presbyterians, and in their social rela- 


tions enjoy the friendship of the refined people 
about them. ‘Their home in the city is pleasantly 
located, and in all respects is indicative of refined 
tastes and ample meaus. Mr. C. has served as Tax 
Collector, Constable and School Director, and was 
Highway Commissioner a number of years. For 
eight years the Government awarded him the con- 
tract for carrying the mail from Lena to Galena 
and Mt. Carroll. In politics he is an uncompro- 
mising Republican. 
kena, but is now banking in Republic, Kan. 
—=—__+ $= 
SHLEY BARBER, Supervisor of Harlem 
[| Township, is a son of Henry S. and Mary 
(Fisher) Barber, and is their second child. 
He was born in Rock Grove Township, 
Nov. 22, 1844. For the most part his early teach- 
ings were those that pertain to farm life. He re- 
ceived, however, a common-school education. He 
plodded along as do country boys, and continued 
to live at home until his marriage, which occurred 
on Dec. 28, 1876, at Shannon, Carroll Co., IL, 
with Miss Mary J. Haughey, daughter of John Y. 
and Mary J. (Ewing) Haughey, who were natives 
of Ohio, but came to Stephenson County, this 
State, where they lived for several years and then 
removed to Carroll County, where Mrs. Haughey 
died on Feb. 14, 1870. They had a family of nine 
children, four of whom survive; these are James 
H., Mary J., John E. and Laura. 

Mary J., Mrs. Barber, was born in Rock Run 
Township, June 29, 1855. Mr. and Mrs. Barber 
have had three children—Harry H., Herbert L. and 
Grace M. Harry was born Jan. 18, 1878; Herbert 
was born Oct. 5, 1882, and died March 4, 1884; 
Grace M. was born July 22, 1886. Mr. Barber 


_ ing constituency. 


He was formerly a banker in » 





was elected Supervisor of Harlem Township in 
April, 1887. During the short time he has held 
public office he has earned a record for probity, 
and bids fair to be called still higher by an admir- 
In politics he is a Republican, 
of a fearless and uncompromising type. 


Sa ee 


A, AMUEL I. CALDWELL. The family 
name of this highly respected resident 
“of Dakota Township was brought to the 
United States by settlers from the North of 
Ireland. Samuel Caldwell, Sr., the paternal grand- 
father of our subject, located in Hollidaysburg, 
Huntingdon Co., Pa. His ancestry were Scotch, 
and were old blue-blood Presbyterians. After 
farming in Huntingdon County for a time alone, 
he joined forces with Miss Sarah Blair, uniting 
with her in marriage. She was born in Ireland, 
and came of Irish parents of Scotch descent, also 
of Presbyterian faith. They lived for some years 
in Huntingdon County, where their children were 
all born, and where the mother died in middle life. 
Later on Grandfather Caldwell went to Westmore- 
land County, and there died, advanced in years. 
They were the parents of three sons and three 
daughters. Henry, the father of our subject, was 
the eldest of the family, and was born in Hunting- 
don County. He was about eleven years old when 
his mother died. The father never married again, 
and reared all the six children to maturity at home. 
Henry Caldwell was reared in Huntingdon Coun- 
ty, but was married in Westmoreland County to 
Ann Smith. She was born in Maryland, and came 
of Irish parents, of Scotch descent. Her father, a 
farmer by occupation, was Thomas Smith, who 
married in Maryland, Jane Patterson. ‘They were 
both born in the North of Ireland, and came to 
the United States before their marriage. They 
spent the remainder of their lives in Westmoreland 
County. They possessed strong religious views, 
and became ultra Presbyterians, or Seceders, as they 
were then termed. 
Henry Caldwell was married in the fall of 1814, 
and the following spring went to Wayne County, 
Ohio. He and his wife took up their abode in the 
































timber lands, and there lived the balance of their 
days, the father dying in 1849, aged fifty-six years, 
and the mother in 1840, aged about forty-nine 
years. They also were seceding Presbyterians. 
The father was formerly a Whig and a strong anti- 
slavery man and Free-soiler, and suffered much in 
support of his views, when it cost something to be 
an Abolitionist. 

Henry Caldwell and wife had ten children, three 
of whom are deceased: Sarah, Jane and Margaret 
are now living with our subject, Mr. Samuel I. 
Caldwell; Thomas died when four years old, and 
Nancy died in 1869, aged forty-six years; Mary is 
the widow of Park Hutchinson, and lives in Paw- 
nee County, Neb.; Eliza is the wife of farmer 
Moses Erwin, of Pawnee County, Neb.; Henry died 
of exhaustion and a congestive chill incurred while 
fighting the battle of Vicksburg. He was in Co. 
E, 59th Ind. Regt., and participated in some very 
severe engagements; Robert S. is farming in Tus. 
cola County, Mich.; he took to wife Miss Mary 
A. Taylor, of Holmes County, Ohio. 

After Mr. Caldwell, of whom we write, grew to 
manhood, he was married in Wayne County, Ohio, 
Oct, 8, 1861, to Miss Mary A. Deppen. Mrs. C. 
was born in Pennsylvania, and removed to Ohio 
when a girl of ten years with her parents. Later 
they moved farther west, and the father, Alexander 
Deppen, died near Cedarville, in this county, in 
1883, aged sixty-nine years. The mother, Susanna 
Deppen, nee Heckard, is still living near Cedarville, 
aged seventy-seven years. Mrs. Mary A. Caldwell 
died at her home in Rock Run Township, Feb. 18, 
1871, leaving five children, one of whom died in 
infancy. They were named respectively, Anna M., 
Alexander D., Lizzie B. and Mary E. Those liv- 
ing are at home, and the three eldest have com- 
pleted their studies at Monmouth College, this 
State. Mrs. Caldwell was a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church for many years. 

The second marriage of Mr. Caldwell occurred 
in Greene County, Ind., on Nov. 25, 1875. The 
lady of his choice was Miss Margaret E. Rankin, 
daughter of Aaron B. and Margarie (Lockhart) 
Rankin, natives of ‘Tennessee. Mrs. Caldwell was 
born Dee. 15, 1847, and went to Greene County, 
Ind., with her father in 1856, where the latter sub- 
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sequently died, May 15, 1884, aged sixty-six years. 
He was a farmer by occupation, and had been an 
honest, upright man. He was a member of the 
United Presbyterian Church, and in politics a Re- 
publican. ‘The mother is yet living with her son, 
Nathan H., in Greene County, Ind., aged sixty- 
seven years. They had eight children, one of 
whom died in infancy. Mrs. Caldwell was the 
third child, and the other members of the family 
are Mary J., Thomas B., Harriet M., N. Hood, John 
H. and Oliver 8. 

Mrs. Caldwell in her childhood manifested a love 
for knowledge, and early in life became a teacher. 
She was thus engaged when she met Mr. Caldwell. 
She is the mother of one child, Emma J. Mr. 
Caldwell came to Illinois in March, 1866, and set- 
tled at once in Lancaster Township. After living 
there one year he purchased land in Rock Run 
Township, 260 acres on section 7. He came to 
Dakota) Township in November, 1886, and here 
owns two lots, upon which he has built an elegant 
residence, and fitted it up with all the comforts 
and conveniences of a modern home. It is beau- 
tiful to the eye, as will be seen from the fine litho- 
graphic view presented elsewhere. 

Mr. Caldwell enlisted in the three months’ service 
at the call of President Lincoln in the early days 
of the war in Co. F, 166th Ohio Regt., but saw no 
active service, and after four months of army life 
received his discharge. He is a Prohibitionist, and 
in 1886 voted the Republican ticket. His wife and 
children have been members of the United Presby- 
terian Church for some years. 


= O=—=+ 

OHN R. FISHER, the events of whose life it 

is our pleasure to record, was born in Ly- 
coming County, Pa., on the 27th of October, 

1829. His grandfather was a native of 
Shenandoah County, and his father was born in 
Union County, of that State. The grandfather 
was an agriculturist and distiller all his life. The 
father of the subject of this sketch lived with his 
father until he grew to manhood and then moved 
to Lycoming County. In early days he helped his 
father in the still-house in the winter, and farmed 
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in the summer. He married Miss Anna Mary 
Rahorn, daughter of Conrad Rahorn (see sketch 
of the latter elsewhere), a native of Prussia, who 
came to America in 1821. After his marriage, 
when about twenty-two years of age, he was drafted 
into the army in the old country and was assigned 
to duty in the German auxiliary to the French 
against England and Spain. He served for five 
years until Napoleon was banished to Elba. One 
of his experiences was being carried to England 
three times, and he was in the service of the King 
of Holland during the 100 days Napoleon was 
confined on the island. He was sent to France 
and was in the engagement at Waterloo, with the 
Hollanders. Asa citizen of Southern Germany, he 
was presented with a medal by the Duke of Nassau 
and with a ribbon by the King of Holland. Prior 
to the battle of Waterloo he was promoted to the 
rank of Corporal. At the close of his military serv- 
ice he resumed the vocation of farmer, and con- 
tinued thereat until he emigrated to the United 
States. While in the army he was one of the 
guards who took Louis, King of France, to Paris. 
When Mr. Rahorn came to this country he 
landed at Baltimore and located on land from that 
city about thirty miles, and worked as a day 
laborer. He then went to York County, Pa., 
where he purchased 100 acres of land -which he 
tilled for several years. He then disposed of his 
farm and removed with his family to Lycom- 
ing County, where he bought land at different 
times until his possessions aggregated 400 acres. 
He lived there until the spring of 1849, when 
he sold his land and came to Oneeo Township, 
Stephenson County, where he spent the last years 
of his life, dying at the age of sixty-seven years. 
He divided his property among his children. 
His wife, the mother of Mrs. Fisher, was Anna 
Elizabeth Hoffman, who was a native of Prussia, 
Dukedom of Nassau. They had five children, 
the eldest of whom was Anna Mary; John H.; 
Elizabeth, Mrs. Simcox, widow of Jacob Simcox; 
Conrad, who resides in the eastern part of Oneco 
Township; Catherine, Mrs. Samuel E. Deal. (See 
sketch of Mrs. Deal.) 
4 Mr. Fisher was united in marriage, Sept. 2, 1858, 
with Miss Dora Sophia Geisee, daughter of Fred 





Geisee, from the northern part of Prussia. They 
were married in Oneco Township on the old home- 
stead, on which he resided forty years ago. Mr. 
Fisher taught school in Wisconsin three terms, and 
two terms in this county during the winter months, 
and in summer cleared and developed his farm. 
After years of incessant labor, Mr. Fisher retired 
from active work, and in the spring of 1886 rented 
the farm to his oldest son. On all national ques- 
tions he sides with the Democratic party, but in 
local matters he aims to vote for the best man, re- 
gardless of politics. He has served as School 
Director in his township. His children are: Mary 
Ann, Mrs. Grimm, who lives near Orangeville; 
Catherine G.; Margaret, who died Jan. 26, 1885; 
Jacob G., who now has charge of the old home- 
stead; Fred G., Emma, John William and Dora 
Sophia. 


On re 


7%, OLOMON A. FREY is engaged in genera) 
merchandising in Loran Village, Jefferson 
Township. He is the son of George and 
Barbara (Alloman) Frey, who were natives 

of Juniata County, Pa. They came to Stephenson 
County in May, 1850, and settled in Kent Town- 
ship, where the father died on the 2d. of April, 
1876. The subject of this sketch was the third of 
a family of twelve children. He was born in 
Juniata County, Pa., on the 6th of June, 1836. His 
early life was spent on a farm, both in that State 
and after removing with his parents to Stephenson 
County. He always had a natural inclination for 
barter and trade, and in the fall of 1865 he engaged 
in the mercantile business in Loran, where he con- 
tinued as a general merchant until July, 1880, 
when he discontinued his business there and estab- 
lished himself as a merchant in the city of Free- 
port. After five years of successful business in 
that place he disposed of his interests and returned 
to Loran where he re-established himself. He car- 
ries a general line of merchandise and his establish- 
ment is the headquarters for trade in Jefferson 
Township. 

Mr. Frey was married in Harlem Township on the 
| 27th of March, 1858, to Ann M. Higley, who was 
| born in the State of New York on the 28th of 

















i 


ea 
ori) ie 





















































STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


699 








August, 1840. They have three children living— 
Flora, Lillie and Daisy; and three children dead— 
George D., Theodore E., and one who died in in- 
fancy. Flora is the wife of Dr. Walter F. Knoll; 
Lillie is the wife of Otis Thayer; both reside in 
Chicago. . 

Because of the confidence reposed in Mr. F. by his 
neighbors he has been chosen Justice of the Peace, 
and for eight years served as Supervisor of Jeffer- 
son Township, while he has held other township 
offices. He held the position of Postmaster of 
Loran Township for fourteen years. These prefer- 
ences by the people show undeniably the esteem in 
which he is held by those whose duty it is to chose 
‘public officers. He isa member of the order of 
United Workmen, of the Legion of Honor and or- 
der of Modern Woodmen, and in each of these 
benevolent orders he stands high. The fact of his 
holding a membership in so many different benev- 
olent orders indicates his charitable disposition. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frey for many years have been mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are 
devoted to the workings and teachings of that 
organization. o 


“YW ROE ELE DOT III Ve 


EORGE §S. ROUSH. The career of this 
gentleman, whose portrait is shown in this 
connection, and whose name and face are 

familiar to most of the people of Lena, has been one 
of wide and yaried interest. His youth and early 
manhood were characterized by a spirit of adven- 
ture which would not allow him to be content with 
revolving in one little circle, but instead led him 
the entire length and breadth of the United States, 
the greater part of which he has traversed on foot, 
or with teams. He has seen nearly all of the won- 
derful sights of this continent, and claims that 
tourists need not go to the Old World to view the 
sublimity and beauty of Nature, for we have it here 
broadly and bountifully displayed, but especially 
in the great West. 

Mr. Roush started out on his journeyings when a 
young man twenty years old, traveling first from 
Stephenson County, LIl., to Texas, thence to Shreve- 





port, La., and from thence on foot to Corsicana, 
Tex., a distance of nearly 300 miles. There he 
worked for a time as a carpenter, and also engaged 
in training horses, to which he seemed peculiarly 
adapted. In the fall of the year he purchased a 
pair of ponies, and driving them through the In- 
dian Territory, Kansas, Missouri and Arkansas, 
finally landed in this county, where he concluded to 
take up his future abode. 

Our subject, who is the son of Michael Roush, 
of Pennsylvania, was born April 17, 1840. His 
grandfather, also a native of the Keystone State, 
was a descendant of German and French ancestry, 
anda tanner and gunsmith by occupation. He 
spent the greater part of his life in Centre County, 
Pa., and reared a family of sons and daughters. 
Michael, the father of our subject. learned the trade 
of a tanner when quite young, and also took up the 
gunsmith business, operating the two together in his 
native county until 1849. He then disposed of his 
interest in that locality, and accompanied by his 
wife and eight children, started overland for TIIli- 
nois. They were equipped with a two-horse team, 
and carried with them their provisions and cooking 
utensils, camping by the wayside, and sleeping in- 
the wagon at night. Their destination was this 
county, and they spent the first winter at Buena 
Vista, removing in the spring to West Point Town- 
ship, where Michael Roush entered a tract of Gov- 
ernment land, located on section 21. He estab- 
lished his family in one of the nearest houses in that 
locality, and commenced the improvement of his 
purchase, the same year putting up a good frame 
house. He did not live, however, to carry out his 
plans, his death taking place‘six years later, in De- 
cember, 1855. He had laid the foundations for a 
comfortable home for his family, and the mother 
kept her children together as well as she could dur- 
ing the years that intervened before they were able 
to take care of themselves. ‘They all lived to ma- 
ture years: Amelia became the wife of Daniel 
Grinn, and is living in Orangeville; Cornelius died 
in 1887, when sixty-one years of age; Lovina mar- 
ried George Bordner, and lives in Freeport; Joseph 
is engaged in carpentering at Chanute, Kan.; Ro- 
setta is the wife of M. L. Howard, of Lena; Mary 
E. died when an interesting girl of seventeen years; 
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George S., of our sketch, was the seventh born; 
Samuel died when seventeen years old. 

Our subject was a boy nine years of age when 
his parents came to this State. He remembers 
many incidents connected with the overland jour- 
ney, and the subsequent life in anew country. He 
was but fifteen years old when his father died, and 
rallied bravely to the assistance of his mother, as- 
suming the management of the homestead the fol- 
lowing year. He had improved his opportunities 
for education, and not long after leaving school, 
commenced teaching in order to add to the income 
of the family. He was thus employed until the 
outbreak of the Civil War, and then decided to as- 
sist in the preservation of the Union. 
ter the first call for troops, he enlisted in Co. B, 46th 
Ill. Vol. Inf., and followed the fortunes of his regi- 
ment until the close of the conflict. He was present 
at the battles of Ft. Donelson, Shiloh, the sieges of 
Corinth and Vicksburg, and also at Ft. Blakesley, 
and met the enemy in many minor engagements. 
He was mustered in as private, and «at the battle of 
Shiloh was promoted First Sergeant, then Second 
Lieutenant, and then First Lieutenant. In June, 
1865, very much against his inclinations, he was 
compelled to resign on account of ill-health, and re- 
turned home. The war, however, had now _ prac- 
tically ended, bnt it would have suited him much 
better could he have remained and marched back 
under the banner of victory with his comrades. 

After his retirement from the army, Lieut. Roush 
associated himself with his brother Cornelius in the 
drug and grocery business in Lena until April, 1866, 
then started with a mule team for the Territory of 
Montana. After arriving at Helena, he prospected 
and mined in that vicinity for two and one-half 
years, and afterward became clerk in a general store 
for eighteen months. In the spring of 1870, he 
started homeward by stage and the Missouri River 
to Sioux City, and then availed himself of the rail- 
road which brought him to Lena. We, however, 
soon find him in Iowa, in charge of the telegraph 
repair department on the line of the Illinois Central 
Railroad. He was thus employed until 1880, when 
he resigned his position, and going to Dakota, pro- 
vided himself with carpenter tools, and erected the 
first. store building which was ever put up in Cham- 


Not long af-. 
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berlain. The town of Chamberlain, which was 
started through his assistance and encouragement, 
was located fifty miles from the nearest railroad, 
and while his store was being built, Mr. Roush sold 
goods from a tent, his customers being mostly In- 
dians. Three nonths of this life was sufficient, and 
disposing of his stock of goods, he returned to the 
borders of civilization, and resumed his old posi- 
tion with the Illinois Central. A year*later he 
threw this up, and coming to Lena, again became 
the partner of his brother Cornelius, and they es- 
tablished the flour, feed and coal business, in which 
they continued together until the death of Corne- 
lius, May 4,1887. Mr. Roush then purchased the 
interest of the latter, and is now operating alone. 
He is a general favorite in business circles, his 
genial disposition, and the interesting fund of in- 
formation from which he often draws an incident 
or an anecdote, constituting him an interesting com- 
panion, whose society is often sought by those whose 
opportunities for seeing the world have been more 
limited. 

Mr. Roush was married when over thirty years 
of age, in September, 1872, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Margaret Wilson, a native of Baltimore, 
Md. ‘The children of this union are two daughters, 
Jessie and Lucy, who still remain under the home 
roof. Mr. Roush is a true-blue Republican, politi- , 
cally, and socially is one of the favorites of the 
William R. Goddard Post No. 258, G. A. R., being 
Past Commander. In the Masonic fraternity he 
belongs to Lena Lodge No. 174. 


a 


7 SHBEL INMAN, who has for many years 
of been widely and favorably known both in 
the business and agricultural districts of 

@) Rock Run Township, retired from active 
labor in the spring of 1867, and took up his resi- 
dence in Davis, where he is spending his declining 
years in the quiet and comfort which he has amply 
earned by a life of industry and economy. His 
first recollections are of an unpretentious home at 
Beaver Dam, Delaware Co., N. Y., where his birth 
took place Sept. 1, 1811. His father, Elsie Inman, 





Bo 























STEPHENSON COUNTY. 


701 








was also born and reared in Delaware County, and 
was mechanic and farmer combined. 

The subject of our sketch is the descendant of an | 
old Connecticut family, one vf whose sons, the pa- 
ternal grandfather of oursubject, migrated to Dela- 
_ ware County, N. Y., during its early settlement, 
where he built up a good home from the wilder- 
ness, and spent the remainder of his life. His son, 
Elsic, was reared to manhood in Delaware County, 
and married Miss Polly Sherwood, of_English de- 
scent, whose father, upon coming to this country, 
located in New York City. He died there when his 
daughter Polly was a young child. The latter 
was also deprived of a mother’s care while young, 
and was reared by foster parents, with whom she 
remained until her marriage. This union resulted 
in the birth of two children only, our subject and 
his brother John. The latter resides on a farm in 
Worth County, Iowa. Elsic Inman served as a 
soldier in the War of 1812, becoming Orderly Ser- 
geant, after which he was never more heard from. 
The mother survived a number of years, and died 
at the home of her son John, in Vinton County, 
Towa. 

Mr. Inman received no advantages whatever in 
his youth, being in early life compelled to make his 
own living. When twelve years of age he was 
taken into the household of Thomas Dent, an En- 
glish farmer of Delaware County, with whom he re- 
mained until he reached his majority. He then - 
started out in life for himself, and among the first 
important steps was his marriage, which took place 
in the county of his birth in 1833. The maiden of 
his choice was Miss Sallie A. DeMunney, who was 
also born in Delaware County, of French parentage. 
She came West with her husband in 1849, and as- 
sisted in the establishment of the pioneer home in: 
Rock Run Township, where her death took place 
about 1866. Of this marriage there were born the 
children whose record is as follows: Mary E. is the 
wife of John B. Stoner, a farmer, and lives near 
Creston, Union Co., Iowa; Orville served four 
years in the army during the war, and participated 
in about eighteen battles. He was distinguished 
for his daring and courage, and received the meed 
of high approval from his commanding officer, 





while his comrades viewed him with admiration 


and affection. He married Miss Henrietta McCor- 
mick, afterward locating on a farm in Benton 
County, Iowa. John married Miss Lydia Phelps, 
and operates a farm near Lena, in this county; 


| Sarah died when an interesting girl of eighteen 


years; Austin served asa Union soldier, being a 
member of Co. I, 74th Ill. Vol. Inf., and _partici- 


‘pated in many of the most important battles of the 


war. His fate was never known, although it is 
supposed he is dead, and there were rumors that he 
had starved in Andersonville Prison; Katie C. is 
the wife of Benjamin Andrews, a resident of Sioux 
City, lowa. 

The present wife of our subject, to whom he was 
married in Davis, Jan. 21, 1869, was formerly Mrs. 
F. W. (Cary) Stegner, a native of Montgomery 
County, N. Y. She was born July 1, 1827, and is 
the daughter of Robert and Mary D. (Gillespie) 
Cary, also natives of the Empire State. ‘The family 
was originally of Virginia, whence they removed 
to New York early in their history. ‘‘he mother 
departed this life Dec. 14, 1886, at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Inman, in Davis. She was a lady 
of remarkable memory, and retained her mental 
vigor until the last, her death occurring when she 
had nearly reached her eighty-sixth birthday. ‘The 
father, who is now eighty-five years old, and re- 
markably well preserved in mind and body, makes 
his home with our subject and his wife. His early 
years were characterized by great energy and _ in- 
dustry, and he carried on both farming and mer- 
chandising. Both became identified early in life 
with the Episcopal Church, in which the father still 
retains his membership. i 

Mrs. Inman was reared at home, where she _ re- 
mained until her first marriage, with Mr. F. W. 
Stegner. of Racine, Wis. Mr. 8. was a native of 
Germany, whence he emigrated when a lad thirteen 
years of age, and arriving in America, located in 
Wisconsin. ‘The young people, after their marriage, 
settled in Durand, Winnebago County, where he 
engaged in the lumber trade until the construction 
of the C., M. & St. P. R. R., through Davis, 
when he repaired to that city and established the 
first lumber-yard within its limits, and built up a 
flourishing trade. At the outbreak of the Civil 
War he was one of the first to respond to the call 
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for troops, and assisted in the organization of Co. 
I, 74th Infantry, of which he was at once made 
Captain, and led his men to the scene of conflict. 
After meeting the enemy in several of the impor- 
tant battles of the war, he was instantly killed dur- 
ing the fight at Marietta, Ga., June 27, 1864, by a 
piece of shell which passed through his head. He 
was a brave and courageous soldier, and was al- 
ways found in the thickest of the fray, always at 
the front. His conduct was such as to secure the 
commendation of his superiors, and the affection of 
his subordinates, who laid the soldier to rest in the 
cemetery at Atlanta, Ga. As a citizen and _ busi- 
ness man he ranked high in his community, while he 
was an honored member of the Masonic fraternity. 
His political sympathies were with the Republican 
party. Of this marriage there were born two chil- 
dren: Flora S., who is with her mother, and Mary 
A., the wife of Aiton S. Mack, a resident of Davis. 

Of the last marriage of Mr. Inman there were 
born two children: One babe died unnamed; Ed- 
win A., born Dec. 4, 187i, is at home with his 
parents. Mr. Inman is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at Davis, and politically, votes 
the Republican ticket. 











OHN FISHER, Jr., deceased, was one of the 
| old settlers of Stephenson County, and his 
name is held in kindly remembrance by 
scores of citizens there. He was born in 
Union County, Pa., where he lived until the fall of 
1840, when he came westward to Stephenson County, 
and settled in Rock Grove Township. He was an 
old-fashioned farmer, pursuing that vocation until 
the day of his death, which took place in Rock 
Grove Township, in February, 1849. 
Although his pioneer life in the West comprises 
a period of only nine years, Mr. F. left an example of 
rugged independence to his associates and to those 
who have come after him. He married Miss Mary 
Wilt in Union County, Pa., by whom he had eleven 
children, as follows: Samuel, Catharine, Peter D., 
George, John, Eliza, Mary, Sarah, Lewis, Charles 
and Angelina. Lewis, John and Angelina are the 





only surviving children of the family; Lewis is en- 
gaged in the coal business in Philadelphia, Pa.; 
John is a cattle man in Arizona; Angelina is the 
widow of Dr. L. A. Mease, and resides in Freeport. 
This brief sketch is placed here as a tribute to the 
sterling worth and virtues of a man who lived with- 
out ostentation, and dying, was sincerely mourned 
by all who knew him. 


= — 3 


4 ARREN C. CLARK, City Clerk of Free- 
vel! port, is one of the old residents and land- 
W marks of the county, to which he came 
from his native State of Vermont: over forty years 
ago. He was born in Peru, Bennington County, 
March 10, 1814, and is the son of Dr. Silas Clark, 
a highly respected citizen and physician of the 
Green Mountain State. The latter was born in 
Windham County, where he grew to manhood and 
commenced the practice of medicine, which he 
continued for many years. Upon his removal he 
sought the western part of New York State, settling 
in Herkimer County in the Mohawk Valley, where 
he.commanded a large practice and became promi- 
nent among the substantial residents of that sec- 
tion. 

The mother of our subject was, before her mar- 
riage, Miss Nancy Day, a native of Connecticut, 
and the daughter of Russell and Anna (Chapman) ’* 
Day, who were also natives of Connecticut, and 
died in Peru, Windham Co., Vt. They were of 
English descent, and early settlers of the Green 
Mountain State. The household of Dr. Clark in- 
cluded two sons and four daughters, of whom 
Warren C. was the youngest. He was reared by 
his grandparents until seventeen years old, in the 
meantime receiving a fair education in the common 
schools. He then went to Herkimer County, N. Y., 
where he remained until his marriage with Miss 
Emily R. Everett, who was born in the town of 
Litchfield, that county, in 1818. They resided 
there until 1850, then started for the West. Locat- 
ing in Freeport Mr. Clark established himself in 
trade, with a stock of clothing, including boots and 
shoes, which he carried on successfully for several 
years. He then engaged in fire insurance business 
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and became agent of some of the best companies 
in the United States. He seemed admirably 
adapted to this calling, and was intrusted with im- 
portant interests, finally becoming Adjusting Agent 
for Illinois, Wisconsin and Indiana, an office he 
filled most creditably until 1878. In 1880 he was 
appointed City Clerk to fill the vacancy occurring 
by the resignation of H. C. Hutchison, and after 
serving out the unexpired term was elected to the 
office, which he has since held continuously. 

Prior to the outbreak of the late Rebellion, Mr. 
Clark was a decided Douglas Democrat and one of 
the most liberal contributors to the fund for the 
vigorous prosecution of the war. He sympathized 
entirely with the Union cause and has given per- 
sonal aid to many a homeless and afflicted soldier. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark have two children only, both 
daughters: Sarah C. is the widow of B. L. Porter, 
of Rutland, Vt., and the mother of one son, Benja- 
min W.; Emma Ii. married H. J. Porter and be- 
came the mother of two daughters. She is a resi- 
dent of Freeport. 

We regret to say that as the above was going to 
press we saw from the Chicago papers that Mr. 
Clark’s death took place very suddenly, in Free- 
port, in the month of December, of the current year, 
1887. 


C 
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O. COLLMANN, of the banking house of 
Hettinger, Collmann & Co., Freeport, IIl., 
isa native of Germany, and was born in 


the Kingdom of Hanover, on the Ist of November, 


1822. At the age of six years he was sent to 
school, and continued until the age of fourteen. 
His parents resided on a farm, where young Coll- 
mann resided and assisted in the work until he 
reached the age of twenty-eight. In June, 1850, he 
emigrated to America, making his first landing on 
these shores at the city of New Orleans. Having 
taken passage in a sailing-vessel, and the weather 
being unfavorable most of the time, eighty-five 
days were occupied in making the voyage. From 
New Orleans he made his way to St. Louis, and 
thence up the Mississippi River to Savanna, IIL; 
from Savanna he came to Stephenson County, 
where he found employment on a farm at the low 





price of $7 per month. Even at these low wages 
he saved money and accumulated means enough to 
return to Germany in 1854. On his return to Ger- 
many he was married to Miss Aafke Rademacher, 
and returned to America, bringing his wife with 
him, and again came to Stephenson County, where 
he resumed farming in Ridott Township. He con- 
tinued in that occupation until 1866, when he 
moved to Freeport and engaged in the mercantile 
business, which he continued for nine years, In 
1876 he embarked in the banking business, and be- 
came a member of the present firm upon the organ- 
ization of the bank. 

Mr. Collmann is one of the stockholders and 
Directors of the German Insurance Company. He 
has held the -position of Director constantly from 
the beginning, was Vice President of the company 
for two years, served it as President for the same | 
length of time, and was then elected Treasurer of 
the company, which position he has held for the 
past twelve years. He is a Director and President 
of the new Union Manufacturing Company, which 
makes a specialty of manufacturing coffee anills, 
and which turns out 75,000 annually. He is one 
of the Directors of the Henney Buggy Company, 
and Treasurer of a loan and building association. 
He is a Director of the Y. M. C. A., and a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Not only has Mr. Collmann been active in build- 
ing up the-material industries of Freeport, but he 
has assisted in establishing a standard of good mor- 
als for his adopted city. Being a man of ample 
means he stands ready to assist and give credit to 
any worthy business enterprise, and as freely and 
as willingly contributes of his means to any move- 
ment for the betterment of his neighbors and fellow- 
citizens. Such a man is always a valuable citizen, 
and an appreciative community generally rates him 
at his true worth. Mr. Collmann is eminently a 
self-made man. Beginning his career in Stephen- 
son County on less than $10, he has accumulated a_ 
handsome competency, owns large property inter- 
ests, and lives in a palatial residence which is richly 
furnished and handsomely surrounded. Mr. and 
Mrs. Collmann are the parents of nine children, 
five boys and four girls. While not taking an act- 
ive part, at least to the point of being offensive to 
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his neighbors, in politics Mr. Colimann is a stanch 
Democrat, and generally makes it convenient to go 
to the polls on election day and vote for the favor- 
ites named as candidates for office by that party- 

The portrait gallery of worthy and representa- 
tive citizens and pioneers of Stephenson County 
would be incomplete without a picture of this ener- 
getic, liberal-minded and_ public-spirited citizen, 
and we take pleasure in giving his portrait a place 
on an accompanying page of this work. 


SS SS = SS 


JL. ENRY S. BARBER, of Harlem Township. 
In presenting this biographical history of 
the career of one of the leading men of 

*)) Stephenson County, and a gentleman who 
is thoroughly representative of its progressive elk - 
ment, we deem it our duty first to advert briefly 
to the life story of those from whom he derives 
his origin. His parents were Robert and Esther 
(Shiveley) Barber, who were of English ancestry. 
The father was born in Lancaster County, Pa., May 
28, 1783, the mother in Union County, Pa., March 
6, 1788. They were married in Union County, 
Dec. 16, 1804, where they lived until 1838. In the 
spring of that year they came to Stephenson County 
and settled in Rock Grove Township, where they 
lived until their death, Oct. 6, 1854, and Nov. 16, 
1862, respectively. After his marriage Robert 
was engaged in milling and farming in Pennsyl- 
vania, but after coming to Stephenson County he 
was engaged wholly in farming. 

They had a family of eleven children—John B., 
Elizabeth, Henry (first), Robert, Sarah, Henry S., 
James, Joseph G., George, Sarah (second), Mar- 
garet M. John B. came to Stephenson County with 
his father in 1838, and settled in Rock Grove Town- 
ship, where he died Feb. 1, 1863; Elizabeth became 
the wife of James Chambers, and died in Union 
County, Pa., in October, 1870; Henry died in 
childhood; Robert went to St. Louis, Mo., from 
Pennsylvania, where he lived for many years an 
honored citizen, and died while on a visit to Phila- 
delphia, Pa., May 6, 1852; Sarah died in infancy; 
James went to Stephenson County in 1838, and 
died there in 1852; Joseph G. went to Stephenson 





County in 1839, but is now a resident of Brod- 
head, Wis.; Sarah and George died in infaney; 
Margaret M. was born June 22, 1831, was married 
July 6, 1854, to Rev. John Walworth. and died in 


| Monroe, Wis., Dee. 22, 1857. 


Henry S. Barber, the subject of this history, was 
born in Union County, Pa., Dec. 27, 1818. He at- 
tended the common schools of Union County, and 
resided there until May, 1837, then removed to Ste- 
phenson County, Ill., and settled on a claim of 230 
acres in Rock Grove Township. He was in every 
sense of the word a pioneer and knew of the many 
trials that intervened toward his success. He tilled 
his farm until October, 1850, when he sold it and 
removed to Monroe, Wis., where he engaged in 
contracting and building for two years. He then 
bought a tract of land of eighty-seven acres which 
then joined the town plat, and on which he built a 
residence, also building a steam-mill four miles 
west of Monroe, on a half section of timber which 
he had purchased in the summer of 1855. He op- 
erated this mill until the fall of 1863, when he 
sold out that property and returned to Stephenson 
County, Ill., purchasing 100 acres in Rock Run 
Township, where he settled and made his home un- 
til the spring of 1868. Again he disposed of his 
property, and bought 200 acres of land in Harlem 
Township on section 13, where he has since resided. 

Our subject has made valuable improvements, 
and erected fine buildings, his house alone costing 
about $5,000. He was married in Rock Grove 
Township, Sept. 27, 1842, to Miss Mary M. Fisher, 
daughter of John and Mary (Wilt) Fisher, who 
were natives of Union County, Pa. Mrs. Barber 
was the sixth child of the family of ten children. 
She was born in Union County, Pa., April 10,1819, 
and coming to Stephenson County with her par- 
ents in the fall of 1840, there engaged in teach- 
ing for a while before her marriage. Six children 
were born to her, as follows: Lewis, Ashley, Lewis 
F., Lizzie C., Charles F. and Frank. Lewis W. was 
born in Rock Grove Township, Aug. 24, 1843, and 
died Nov. 26, 1843; Ashley was born in Rock 
Grove Township, Nov. 22, 1844, and his sketch is 
given elsewhere in this work; Lewis F. was born in 
Rock Grove Township, Sept. 12, 1846, and died 


Feb. 8, 1849; Lizzie C. was born in Rock Grove 
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Township Aug. 24, 1848; she was married, Dec. 25, 
1873, to George M. Carnefix, and resides in Rock 
Run Township; Charles F. was born in Rock Grove 
Township, May 18, 1850; he was marrfed, Dec. 25, 
1872, to Mary O. Ewing, and also resides in Har- 
lem Township; Frank was born in Green County, 
Wis., Aug. 30, 1857, and died July 17, 1858. Mrs. 
Barber was a member of the Christian Church, and 
died Oct. 3, 1871. lamented by all. 

Mr. Barber held the office of Justice of the 
Peace for four years in Green County, Wis. In 
Stephenson County, Ill., he has held the office of 
Justice of the Peace for three years, and was also 
Supervisor of Harlem Township in 1876. He isa 
member of the Christian Church, and has been 
identified with the Republican party since its 
organization, 5 
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HARLES CONSIDER GRAVES, Postmas- 
ter at McConnell’s Grove, is also carrying 
on general merchandising at that point, and 

is a gentleman generally and favorably known‘as 
possessing all the requisites of a useful and valued 
citizen. During his long residence in this section 
he has contributed his full quota to the general 
welfare morally and intellectually. He is the friend 
of education, and one of the most devoted members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Seareh in which he has 
been Class-Leader, Steward, Trustee and Sunday- 
school Superintendent for many years. He is little 
past the prime of life, and capable of many more 
years of useful labor in the field where he has ever 
been a cheerful worker and exercised a helpful in- 
fluence upon all around. 

Our subject, who was born in the town of Peoria, 
lll., Nov. 12, 1834, is the only son now living 
of Hon, Hubbard and Syntha A. (Roby) Graves, 
of whom a sketch will be found on another page in 
this Atpum. He was but an infant when he was 
brought by his parents to this county, where he was 
reared and educated in the pioneer schools. His 
first studies were conducted in an old log schvol- 
house in Waddams Township, and as soon as old 


enough, in common with the other boys in that sec- | 


tion of country at that period, his services in the 


summer season were utilized on the farm. His 
father, who had been injured while assisting to 
raise a log house, was unable to do heavy work and 
Charles became the mainstay of the family. He 
continued with his parents until twenty-six years 
of age, and was then united in marriage, Oct. 25, 
1860, with Miss Mary M. Webster, who was a na- 
tive of Lowell, Mass., and the daughter of Ebene- 
zer and Mehitable (Merrill) Webster, who were na- 
tives of the Old Granite State. Her grandfather, 
David Webster, was the son of Col. Ebenezer Web- 
ster, of Salisbury, N. H., and a brother of Daniel 
Webster, the great statesman. David Webster 
after reaching manhood went over into Canada and 
settled on the shores of Lake Memphremagog, 
where hé spent the remainder of his life, and reared 
a fine family of sons and daughters. Among these 
was Ebenezer, the father of Mrs. Graves, who fol- 
lowed in the footsteps of his father, and engaged 
in agricultural pursuits. He was married in Can- 
ada and buried his first wife there. Afterward he 
removed to Lowell, Mass., where he was again mar- 
ried, and thence removed to North Groton, N. H. 
He left New England in 1854, and coming to IIli- 
nois located in Winslow Township, this county, 
where he spent his declining years, his death taking 
place Oct. 27, 1875, after he had reached the age of 
eighty years. His wife, the mother of Mrs. Graves, 
is still living, and resides at McConnell’s Grove 
in the seventy-fourth year of her age. 

Mr. Graves after his marriage continued farming 
in Winslow Township until 1861, when he removed 
to Waddams Township, and located upon a farm 
which he occupied seven years, and subsequently 
took up his abode in Lena, where he engaged in the 
flour and feed business. In 1877 he established as 
a general merchant at McConnell’s Grove, where for 
the last ten years he has conducted a profitable 
business and enjoys the patronage of the best people 
of that vicinity. He is astanch Republican, and 
the fact that he retains his office under a Demo- 
cratic administration speaks well for his standing 
among the people. 





Mr. Graves and his estimable wife are the par- 
| ents of two daughters, Annettie F. and Myrtie M., 
who with their. mother are members and regular at- 


tendants of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The 
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maternal grandparents of Mrs. Graves were Lemuel 
and Hannah (Thing) Merrill, the former a native 
of Stratton, and the latter of Brentwood, N. H. 
They died at North Groton. 


PR HTT IED tor ee 


AMES JOHNSON, Jr. The grandfather of 
our subject was Samuel Johnson, who wasa 
native of the northern part of Ireland, of 
Scotch ancestry. He came to this country 

before the Revolutionary War, in which he served 
as a private, and located in what is now known as 
Dauphin County, Pa., where he was an early settler, 
and lived and died there after following the occupa- 
tion of a farmer. Samuel Johnson was noted for 
his energetic character. 

The father of our subject, James Johnson, Sr., 
was the youngest of five sons and three daughters, 
and was reared in Dauphin County, where he was 
born. He grew up a farmer, and was married to 
Miss Mary Johnson, of the same county, to whom 
he is distantly related. She was reared and edu- 
cated in her native county, and came of the same 
ancestry as her husband. The parents later in life 
went to what is now Clinton County, Pa., and there 
made their home until their death, the father being 
eighty-four, and the mother eighty years old at the 
time of their decease. ‘They were early settlers of 
Clinton County. 

Our subject is the fifth of ten children, four sons 
and six daughters. He was born in the southern 
part of Pennsylvania, Oct. 14, 1814, and grew up 
at home, his father having moved to several differ- 
ent counties during his childhood. Our subject re- 
ceived his education principally in Franklin County, 
Pa. He lived at home until he was fourteen or 
fifteen years old, when he set out to make his own 
way in life. He worked for a few years ina woolen 
factory, and was married to Miss Elizabeth Smith 
in Clinton County. 

Mrs. Johnson came of Scotch-Irish ancestry, 
was born in Clinton County, near Mill Hall in 1822, 
and is the daughter of Samuel and Anna (Gillan) 
Smith. Her father was born and reared in Clinton 
County, and came West about 1847, settling for a 


about eighty-two, 





time in this county, and later going to Iowa, where 
he died at. West Union, advanced in years, being 
His wife, before marriage was 
Anna Gillai®, and she died in Penn Valley, Pa., 
when her daughter, Mrs. Johnson, was quite young. — 
Mrs. Johnson was reared by her father, for whom 
she did the housework for some years after the 
death of her mother. She is the mother of seven 
children, one deceased: Mary A. is the wife of 
Paul Lair, and lives on a farm in Kansas; Sarah C. 
is the wife of Henry Lair, who lives on a farm ad- 
joining; Isabella, wife of Samuel Barr, farmer, lives 
near Red Oak, Iowa; Nettie, wife of Luke Beck, 
resides in Freeport, Ill.; John R., who married Mary 
Mitchell, lives in this township on a farm; Samuel 
W. resides at home. Of the deceased children, 
Barbara J, died at the age of thirty years. She had 


‘married Mr. James G. Smith, who now lives in 


Kansas. 

After his marriage, Mr. Johnson lived in Clinton 
County, Pa., on a farm until he came West to IIli- 
nois, in the spring of 1850. He then purchased 120 
acres of partly improved land, where he now lives 
on section 7, of Rock Run Township, to which he 
has since made an addition, owning now 220 acres. 
He has improved his farm, and has erected good 
buildings upon it. He and his family are members 
of the Presbyterian Church, and Mr. Johnson is a 
charter member and the oldest male member of the 
Rock Run Church. He votes the Democratic ticket. 
A handsome lithographic view of Mr. Johnson’s 
residence is shown on another page of this work. 
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‘Q}SAAC M. MYERS, the subject of this sketch, is 
the son of Conrad Myers, who was a native of 
York County, Pa., of German or Pennsylvania 

Dutch extraction, Isaac’s grandfather having come 

from Switzerland. Conrad, Isaac’s father, was 

married in Centre County, Pa., where he had 
gone when a young man, the name of his wife 
being Lydia Lucanbaugh, who was of the same 
nationality as her husband, and was born and reared 
in Centre County. After the marriage of the 
parents of our subject they settled on a farm in 
Centre County and there remained about fourteen 
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years, or until 1846, when the whole family came 
to the State of Illinois and settled in what is now 
Oneco Township, Stephenson County, which re- 
mained their home for nine years thereafter, when 
they sold out and moved to Lancaster Township 
in the same county, and here purchased land on 
section 11, which farm they improved and resided 
thereon until Conrad Myers died, Jan. 21, 1880, 
having attained the age of about sixty-six. The 
mother who is now living is approaching near to 
threescore and ten years of age, and still resides 
with her daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Pentecoff, of the 
township of Loran, Stephenson County. The 
parents of the subject of this sketch were active 
and zealous members of the River Brethren Church, 
of which order the father was a minister. He was 
a good man, a Christian, and very much respected 
by all who knew him. 

Isaac Myers, the subject of this sketch, was. born 
in York County, Pa., on Oct. 15, 1844, and when 
he was two years old his family landed in this 
county. He remained at home until about eighteen 
years of age, when he enlisted late sin the fall of 
1861, in the Government service as a mechanic, be- 
ing connected with the Army of the West. Having 
served fora considerable time as a mechanic and 
having become familiar with much of the territory 
in the Southwest, he after the first year became a 
spy and was thus engaged for three years in the 
service of his country, during which time he. was 
once taken prisoner by the enemy. He was after- 
ward paroled, but was left 300 miles from any 
federal post, and in consequence suffered greatly 
from hunger and fatigue, being compelled to sub- 
sist on herbs, grass, etc., for some days. He next 
went with the Sheridan raid through the West and 
was out the full three years of active service. He 
received a slight wound in the left leg, which came 
near crippling him for life. He was at length hon- 
orably discharged from the army at St. Louis, Mo., 
being there paid off for his invaluable services. 
Mr. Myer was never mustered in the service, but 
was paid by the Government for his services as 
carpenter and spy. He then came to Freeport and 
later went to the ship-yards at Savanna, IIl., and 
was there employed for some tine and on the Mis- 
sissippi River, following his original occupation as 





carpenter. He afterward purchased land on section 
14 and began farming, to which vocation he has 
since given his time and attention, and is now the 
owner of ninety acres of well-improved and splen- 
did land. He was married, in Freeport, IIl., to 
Miss Amelia Heald, who was born and reared in 
Germany until she was seven years of age, when 
she came to the United States with her parents, 
and located at Freeport, where they are now living 
and where Mrs. Myers resided until her marriage. 
She is the mother of three children, of whom 
Oscar is living, and Harvey J. and Lydia A. are 
deceased. 

Mr. Isaac Myers in politics is a solid Democrat 
and as such has considerable influence in his im- 
mediate locality. An excellent view of Mr. Myers’ 
residence and its tasteful surroundings is shown on 
another page of this work. 


WV LOOKERS RVI 


RED MEINERT. This gentleman is known 
throughout Rock Grove ‘Township as one 
of its most extensive and suecessful farm- 
ers and in connection with his boys cultivates 500 
acres of land. The balance of the property com- 
prises sixty or seventy acres of good timber. The 
homestead has been built up after the most ap- 
proved methods and embraces a valuable set of 
frame buildings, with first-class farm machinery, a 
goodly assortment of live-stock and all the appur- 
tenances of the modern country estate. These ac- 
cumulations have been the result of diligence in 
business and years of industrious toil, and our sub- 
ject has displayed, in a marked degree the talents 
of his substantial German ancestry, who, with 
many other offshoots from the Fatherland, have so 
materially assisted in the development of the great 
West. 

Our subject was born at Kohlstead, Germany, 
Aug. 17, 1837, and is the son of Frederick Meinert, 
who emigrated from his native land in 1851, when 
forty-four years of age. He set sail with his 
family from the port of Bremen and after a voy- 
age of about fifty-four days, landed at New Or- 
leans. Thence they proceeded up the Mississippi 
to Savanna, and from there overland to Rock 
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Grove Township, this county, where the father se- 
cured possession of thirty-one acres, and made bis 
family as comfortable as possible with the limited 
conveniences at hand. ‘his place they occupied 
a few years and then the elder Meinert sold out 
and purchased on an adjoining section, where he 
permanently located, added to his possessions and 
in due time was the owner of 400 acres. ‘Three 
years previous to his death he divided the property, 
giving to each of his sons 106 acres, which they 
made good use of and have increased its value 
greatly. : 

The mother of our subject was in her girlhood Miss 
Mary Bertels, whose people remained in Germany. 
She survived her husband and died at the home of 
her son Frederick in 1872, when sixty-four years 
of age, being one year younger than her husband 
at the time of his death. ‘The parental household 
included five children, two of whom died in Ger- 
many when quite young. Herman, the oldest, died 
at his home in Rock Grove Township in 1886; 
Conrad also died in this township about twelve 
years ago. The children, like their father, were 
industrious and frugal, and those who attained to 
mature years became large property-owners and 
were successful in life. Conrad served as a soldier 
in the Union army, enlisting in 1861, in the 46th 
Illinois Infantry. Three years later he was sent 
home on account of illness. He had, however, par- 
ticipated in some of the most important battles of 
the war and distinguished himself as a brave and 
daring soldier. 

The subject of this history was a boy fourteen 
years of age when he came to this county, and em- 
ployed himself the year following on the new farm. 
Becoming tired of this kind of life he sought em- 
ployment with the I. C. R. R., and the year fol- 
lowing was engaged in driving a team in the 
construction of the road between Freeport and 
Galena. He then returned home and was employed 
there and in the neighboring towns until about 
1855, when he settled down on the old homestead 
and remained with his father until his marriage. 
This interesting event took place in the spring of 
1861, and our subject brought his bride to the old 
homestca? and continued there, assisting in the 
management of the farm until the division of the 


acres. 





property, when he came into possession of 106 — 
To this he subsequently added until he now 
has the fine estate already described. 

The wife of our subject, formerly Miss Wilhel- 
mina Geise; is also of German birth and parentage, 
and came to this country with a brother and 
sister about 1858. Her parents came over several 
years later in 1880. ‘They first crossed the Missis- 
sippi and located at Council Bluffs, Iowa, whence 
Wilhelmina removed to Rock Grove Township a 
year later. She was a young lady of industrious 
habits and occupied her time in useful employment 
until her marriage. Mrs. Meinert was born Oct. 
20, 1838. and was twenty-three years of age when 
married. Her union with our subject has re- 
sulted in the birth of ten children, two now de- 
ceased, namely: Louis, who died when guite young, 
and another son, George A., who was taken from 


| the home circle when an interesting youth of six- 


| teen years; William F. is married and located near 
his father; Conrad H., Adolph F., Frederick H., 





Mary A., Louisa H., Albert J. and Anna W., are 
at home with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Meinert, 
like the respected father and mother of each, are 
connected with the Evangelical Church, and our 
subject, with his boys, uniformly votes the Repub- 
lican ticket. 

A handsome lithographic view of Mr. Meinert’s 
residence and farm buildings is shown on another 
page. 
> SS" 


‘y/ ORENZO D. HART is a highly respected 
Le and prosperous farmer, living on section 16, 
Harlem Township. He comes of New En- 
gland stock and has all the characteristics of that 
thrifty people. His parents were Joel and Sally 
(Winchell) Hart, who were natives of Connecticut. 
The parents first settled in Berkshire County, 
Mass., but emigrated to Ohio in 1844, and settled 
in Portage County of that State, where the mother 
died in 1846. Lorenzo’s father died in Harlem 
Township, Oct. 1, 1870. The old couple had eight 
children, three girls and five boys. 
Lorenzo D. was the sixth child of the above- 
mentioned family. He was born in Berkshire 
County, Mass., Oct. 21, 1828, and came with his 
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parents to Ohio, and when seventeen years old 
began to learn the shoemaker’s trade, in Portage 
PF setae After becoming proficient at his trade he 

followed it for about six years, after which he en- 


age County until he emigrated to Illinois in 1856, 
and passed the first two years in Bureau County, 
when he came to Stephenson County. ‘This latter 
move was made in 1858, and he has since contin- 
ued to reside here, ever taking a prominent and 
active part in everything for the advancement of 
the public good. He is the owner of 117 acres of 
land, which is well improved and bas good buildings 
upon it. A view of the homestead is presented 
elsewhere in this ALBUM. 
Lorenzo D. was first married in Portage County, 
- Ohio, Oct. 13, 1858, to Clarissa Stearns, daughter of 
John and Julia Stearns. Mrs. Hart was born in 
that county, April 11, 1830, and died in Harlem 
Township, Stephenson County; Dec. 26, 1884. 


State, June 14, 1886, to Mrs. Eliza Douglass, 
daughter of S. W. and Ann Douglass. 
Mr. Hart has held the office of Township Clerk 
for several years. In politics he is a Prohibition- 
_ ist.’ He is a member of the United Brethren 
Church, and looked upon as one of the substantial 
men in his community. 


at ete 


: WEN R. FAIRBAIRN. ‘This gentleman, as 
his name indicates, is of Scotch-English de- 
scent, and possesses all the traits of those 
thrifty races of people, owing his success to his 
resolute character entirely. He engages in a va- 
riety of pursuits, in all of which he is successful. 
Although he resides in Ridott Village he raises 
stock, grain, fruit, and besides speculates in real- 
estate. He owns nearly 400 acres in this township, 
and other lands in Iowa. He took up his residence 
in Ridott Village in 1883, but was formerly en- 
gaged in another part of this township where he 
still owns land. 
Mr. Fairbairn was born in a primitive home on 
section 5, in this township, May 12, 1852. His 








gaged in farming. He continued to live in Port- | 


Our subject was again married, in Belvidere, this, 





father, William R. Fairbairn, was born at Popular 
Place, in Nottinghamshire, England, and was 
reared in his native shire, where, in 1853, he mar- 
ried Miss Mary Richards, of the same shire. ‘They 
had two children born to them in England; the 
first died, and the second, William O., now lives in 
Waterloo, Iowa, and is engaged in farming and 
speculating in stocks and land. ‘The parents with 
their child landed in the United States in 1840, 
with a colony of thirty-two that came out to this 
country and located in this township, settling in a 
grove in the northern part. There are only two 
members of that colony now living. 

The parents of our subject were the first of the 
colony to settle on a farm alone. They struggled 
along for some time, enduring many hardships, oft- 
times actually suffering for want of bread. Later 
on they secured a better home, and fortune smiling 
on them, improved and added to it till the father’s 
death, July 20, 1877, aged sixty-three. The mother 
is yet living, residing at Ridott Village, at a good 
old age, she having been born Nov. 1, 1810. The 
father met with an accidental death. Lis team be- 
came frightened and running away threw him from 
his wagon, killing him instantly. He was a well- 
known and respected citizen, of Republican pro- 
clivities. Both he and his wife were members of 
the Church of England. .They reared four chil- 
dren to be men and women: Elizabeth, the wife 
of Eugene Nelson, a farmer now living in Rock 
County, Minn.; Owen R., who is the subject of this 
sketch; Fannie, the wife of Samuel Preston, a 
farmer residing near Waterloo, Iowa, and William 
O., already named. ¥ 

Owen R. was educated in the common schools. 
He was attentive to his studies and made rapid ad- 
vancement till, at the age of nineteen, he went to 
Waterloo, where he passed six years. In connec- 
tion with his brother he owned 320 acres in Tama 
County, Iowa, which he sold later on and came to 
Ridott ‘Township, where he took unto himself a 
wife, March 13, 1884. The lady he selected was 
Miss Elizabeth Neuiberger, who was born in Ridott 
Township May 28, 1856, and was reared and edu- 
cated there. She is the mother of two children— 
Ilenry G., who is deceased, and William C. 

Mrs, Fairbairn is a member of the Evangelical 


























714 


STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








Lutheran Church. In politics Mr. Fairbairn is a 
Republican. The citizens of Ridott Village, recog- 


nizing his astuteness and sagacity, have made him ° 


President of the Village Board. 


DSS 


\ |_~ ENRY D. BENTLEY, the well-known manu- 
) facturer of piano and organ stools, of Free- 

port, Ill., was born in London, England, on 

the 5th of December, 1851, and in the same 
year was brought to America by his parents, Peter 
J. and E. A. Bentley. Peter Johnson Bentley was 
born at Reeth, Yorkshire, England, on the 13th of 
February, 1811. In 1826 he moved to London, 
taking a position in the wholesale mercantile estab- 
lishment of Bentley, Pawson & Co., Cheapside. 
He remained in London until May 38, 1851, when 
believing it would improve his condition, he re- 
moved to the United States, arriving at Freeport, 
IIL, on the 9th of August, 1851, and taking up his 
residence on Stephenson street, has lived there con- 
tinuously since. He has always been associated 
and identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and was largely instrumental in the erection of 
Embury Church. His family consists of his wife, 
daughter and two sons—Miss Lizzie A. Bentley, 
Charles F. Bentley, of Grand Island, Neb., and H. 
D. Bentley, of Freeport. 

Henry D. Bentley was reared and educated in 
the public schools of Freeport. After leaving 
school he was employed at different kinds of busi- 
ness until he attained his twenty-third year, when 
he became engaged in the sale of musical instru- 
ments for the firm of Pelton & Pomeroy, where he 
remained about two years. He then went to Chi- 
cago, and engaged in the same business for a pe- 
riod of five years. Returning to Freeport in 1879, 
he embarked in the music business on his own ac- 
count, at his present stand, No. 144 Stephenson 
street. After conducting the retail piano and or- 
gan trade exclusively and successfully for a time, 
he began the manufacture of piano and organ 
stools, which business he pursues in connection 
with his music store, and so popular are the stools 
of his manufacture that they are now sold in 
every State in the Union. 












In December, 1875, Mr. Bentley was married to 
Miss Elida Pattison, daughter of Richard Pattison, 
Esq., of Freeport, Ill. They are the parents of 
two children—Charles Johnson and Henry D. Mr. 
Bentley is a Mason in good standing, and a mem- 
ber of the Freeport Consistory, and takes great in- 
terest in Masonic matters. He is a liberal-minded 
and progressive citizen, and takes great pride in 
the progress of the city of his adoption. 


ARRAABARA 
MAAS a 


LFRED D. JONES. Among the most 

¢ hardy and industrious people who settled 
in the West at an early day, were those 

@ who came from the Green Mountain State, 


and wherever found, they may be relied upon as 
substantial citizens, prudent, industrious, frugal, 
and reliable under all circumstances. Of such is the 
subject of this sketch, the descendant of Vermont 
parents, who occupies a farm on section 5, Kent 
Township. He is the son of Horatio Jones (see 
sketch of Horatio Jones), and was born in Georgia, 
Franklin Co., Vt., on the 12th of October, 1845. 
When he was but three years of age, his parents 
turned their backs upon the scenes and conditions 
of their native State, and migrated to the West. 
They located in Stephenson County, Ill., where 
their new life was begun under the adverse circum- 
stances always encountered in anew country. The 
education of Mr, Jones was obtained mostly in the 
common schools, attending school in the winter 
and working on the farm in the summer time. He 
has confined his attention strictly to farming, in 
which occupation he has met with success, becom- 
ing by dint of industry and economy the owner of 
113 acres of land in Ként Township. 

Mr. Jones was married, in Freeport, Ill., on the 
25th of December, 1864, to Amanda M. Garman, 
who was born in Indiana County, Pa., on the 9th 
of June, 1846, being but about one year his junior. 
The married life of Mr. and Mrs. Jones has been 
an unexceptionally happy one, and they have been 
blessed with one boy and one girl, named Albert E. 
and Clara A. 

Mr. Jones has held the office of Collector four 
terms, during two terms of which he collected 
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every dollar that had been assessed in the township 
-and placed upon the tax duplicate. This is a rec- 
ord perhaps no other Collector in the State of Illi- 
nois can claim, and shows the tact and persever- 
ance of Mr. Jones. He has also held the office of 
Township Assessor, in which position he gave emi- 
nent satisfaction. Mr. Jones is now in the prime 
of life, and bids fair_to live long and accomplish 
much good for the community in which he resides. 


=P d 0.54 xl oe 


ENRY O. VAN BROCKLIN. With most 
persons it is a pleasant matter to trace the 
genealogy of their family, not only for the 
credit it may reflect, but for the pleasure 

afforded by knowing the good qualities of the 
stock from which they spring. This is peculiarly 
applicable to the subject of this sketch, whose par- 
ents were Conrad and Harriet (Searl) Van Brock- 
lin. The former was born in Montgomery County, 
N. Y., and the latter in Massachuetts. Having re- 
sided for a short time in Lewis County, N. Y., 
they concluded to endure the dangers and _priva- 
tions of life in the West at that period, and iu 1835 
came to Stephenson County, and settled in what is 
now Florence Township. In the territory now 
defined by the township boundary lines he was 
the first settler, and the first soil broken in that 
township was by him. He continued to live there 
until Noy. 3, 1877, when he went to his reward. 
The vicinity in which he lived still goes by his 
name, also the church near by is called the Van 
Brocklin Church. He took an active interest in 
the erection of the Soldiers’ Monument at Freeport. 
contributing both time and money in its interest, 
A portrait of Conrad Van Brocklin is shown on an 
accompanying page. His aged partner still sur- 
vives and lives in Florence Township. She is now 
in her eighty-fourth year and enjoys fairly good 
health. She tells many pleasant stories of pioneer 
experience worthy of relating. The Indians were 
frequent visitors at their home, and night was often 
rendered hideous by the howling of wolves. 

The family of this good couple consisted of 
eight children, two of whom are deceased, Marcel- 
lus, the eldest, and William A., the fourth in the 











C., Lucy A., Sarah M., James M. and Henry O., 
the latter the subject of this sketch, He has re- 
sided in Florence Township since Feb. 24, 1846. 
Although the school facilities of those primitive 
days were very meager, yet by availing himself of 
all the opportunities offered he became proficient 
enough to teach several terms of school himself. 
With the exception of the time employed in the 
capacity of teacher he had devoted his time to 
farming. When his father died he became sole 
manager of the old homestead, which consisted of 
375 acres, 300 of which were under cultivation. 

Mr. Van Brocklin was married in Greene County, 
N. Y., on the 5th of June, 1871, to Miss Mary D. 
Woolheiser, daughter of Emanuel and Amanda 
(Crosby) Woolheiser. The latter was related to 
the noted Revolutionary spy, Enoch Crosby. Mrs. 
Van Brocklin’s birthplace was in Middletown, 
Delaware Co., N. Y;:, where she first saw the light 
of day on the 20th of November, 1839. To them 
five children have been born. two of whom died in 
infancy. ‘The three living children are Inez H., 
Ivy A. and Arthur C, 

In politics Mr. Van Brocklin is and has been a 
Republican, and has been rewarded by his party 
and the people with several of the more important 
offices of his township, and in the discharge of the 
duties of these trusts no word of complaint has 
ever been uttered. Mr. and Mrs. Van Brocklin are 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


i 


\ A ILTON S. GORE, one of the leading farm- 

ers of Winslow Township, was born Jan. 

24, 1847, in the same neighborhood where 

he now resides. His father, Charles A. 

Gore, was born in Bradford County, Pa., in 1816, 

he being the son of Avery Gore, an old settler of 

that county, who first located on the Susquehanna 
River, where he conducted a farm, 

Charles A. Gore, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, remained in his native State until he arrived 
at the age of manhood, when he sought a home in 
the West, locating in Winslow Township, Stephen- 
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son County. He first served an apprenticeship to 
a cabinet-maker, and followed that vocation for 
four or five years. 
Township. where he entered some land and became 
a tiller of the soil. He erected a farm house after 
the fashion of the rude cabins of the day, and ap- 
plied himself to clearing up the farm. He resided 
here until the date of his death, which occurred on 
the 18th of February, 1856. He was married, Nov. 
30, 1843, to Miss Eliza Ballenger, born in Sciota 
County, Ohio, Oct. 18, 1825, and daughter of Rev. 
Asa Ballenger. The children of Charles A. and 
Ann Eliza Gore were five in number, as follows: 
Lucy A., who was the wife of A. K. Stikes, now de- 
ceased; Milton S., the subject of this sketch; Flo- 
retta, the wife of Jacob Knepiey, residing in Cook 
County, Ill.; Ella, the wife of John McDaniel, liv- 
ing in Oneco Township; Edith, the wife of James 
Eells. Mrs. Ann Eliza Gore now resides with her 
daughter, Mrs. Eells. 

Rev. Asa Ballenger, the father of Mrs. Charles A. 
Gore, and grandfather of Milton S., was a man of 
noted character in his day. He was born in Ken- 
tucky, but. became one of the pioneers of Sciota 
County, Ohio, where he remained some time, divid- 
ing his time between the dissemination of the Gos- 
pel according to the Methodist belief, and the cul- 
tivation of a small farm. From time to time he 
made trips throughout the West, and visiting Ste- 
phenson County he was so much pleased with the 
country that he determined to leave Ohio and 
locate in Illinois. To that end he disposed of 
his farm, and procuring a four-horse team and a 
wagon he loaded up his numerous family and small 
effects and started on his journey. Reaching New- 
port, Ind., which lies on the Ohio River, he found 
that he could reach Galena by boat, and so, dispos- 
ing of his horses and wagon, he proceeded down the 
Wabash and the Ohio to Cairo, and thence up the 
river to Galena, where he employed a teamster to 
convey his family and effects to Winslow Township, 
Stephenson County. Here he settled, building a 
log house and improving his land for a number of 
years, when he exchanged his farm for another 
near the village, in which location he remained un- 
til his death. The maiden name of his wife was 
Amanda Shaw, a native of Ohio, and of Dutch de- 


He then went to Winslow | 





| scent. She died on the homestead in Winslow a 


few years since. Rey. Mr. Ballinger was one of 
the earliest Methodist ministers who located in 
Stephenson County. He was a man of sterling 
piety, and from time to time he would go about to 
the primitive school-houses and address the people, 
preaching the Gospel without money and without 
price. Being popular with all classes he was called 
upon by a very great many of the early settlers of 
Stepnenson County to perform the marriage cere- 
mony; and notwithstanding the fact that he was a 
farmer and minister, he frequently found time to 
do his own marketing at Galena with a yoke of 
oxen. 

Milton S. Gore was brought up on the farm 
and educated in the district schools. He re- 
mained with his parents and assisted his father in 
supporting the family until he had arrived at the 
age of twenty-three, when he located on the old 
homestead and there remained four years. He then 
went to Green County, Wis., having bought land 
in Cadiz Township, where he passed the next ten 
years. He next bought a farm consisting of 110 
acres of prairie and ten acres of timber, the latter 
lying in Cadiz Township, in Green County, which 
he has highly improved. He was married in De- 
cember, 1869, to Miss Mary Wakerly, who was born 
in Pennsylvania, being the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Wakerly. Mr. and Mrs. Milton S. Gore 
have a very interesting family of two intelligent 
children, Johnnie A. and Llewellyn A. They have 
a beautiful home, and are well respected by their 
acquaintances and neighbors. Mr. and Mrs. Gore 
are leading members of the United Brethren Church, 
while in politics, Mr. Gore adheres to the old Dem- 
ocratic faith. 


00 Drotom 


MM ILO D. CHAMBERLIN is one of Freeport’s 
oldest residents and continuous business 
men. He isa dealer in hats, caps, and gents’ 
furnishing goods, at No. 97 Stephenson 

street. Mr. Chamberlin is a native of the State of 
New York, being born in Onondaga County, near 
Syracuse, on the 23d of August, 1829. His 
father, Milo Chamberlin, was born in Litchfield, 



































Conn., and was for many years a merchant. His 


mother was Elizabeth (Smith) Chamberlin, a native 
of New Hampshire, and a granddaughter of John 
Smith, Esq. The paternal grandfather was a 
native of Massachusetts. The parents of Mr. 
Chamberlin passed their days in Onondaga County, 
where the subject of this sketch was sent to the 
district schools, and obtained a good knowledge of 
the common branches of education. When he be- 
came of suitable age he entered Temple Hill 
Academy, where he pursued his studies until the 
age of sixteen, when he entered a printing-office at 
Geneseo, N. Y., and learned the trade of a printer. 
After mastering that trade he became considerable 
of a rover and visited many points, where he would 
work for atime. He drifted to Goshen, Ind., and 
then to Elkhart, the same State, at both places 
working at his trade. In’ 1846 he went to Niles, 
Mich., thence to Kalamazoo, and then returned to 
New York State. In 1852 he returned to Indiana, 
stopping at La Porte, where his brother was con- 
ducting a store, which he entered as an assistant, 
and applied himself assiduously to learning the de- 
tails of that business. 

In 1853 Mr. Chamberlin came to Freeport, and 
soon after opened a hat store in a building ona 
lot opposite the present site of the Brewster House. 
In 1865 he moved to his present stand on the cor- 
ner of Stephenson and Chicago streets, where he 
has a handsomely fitted up store, well stocked with 
hats, caps, gents’ furnishing goods, etc. His long 
experience in business, extensive acquaintance, 
gentlemanly and honest dealing, have secured for 
him an extensive and enviable trade. 

In 1855 Mr. Chamberlin was united in marriage 
to Miss Louisa V. Loveland, of Freeport, who was 
born in Hartford, Conn., being the daughter of 
Horace Loveland, Esq., of that city. In 1884 
Mrs. Chamberlin died, leaving six children, three 
boys and three girls: Albert M.; Jennie M., wife 
of Harry Carney, of Rockford, Ill., and now a 
resident of Iowa City, Iowa; Milo H., Charles M.., 
Helen L. and Carrie B. Mr. Chamberlin served 
one year as City Treasurer of Freeport. He is an 
ardent member of the Masonic fraternity, and has 


filled all the important offices in the Masonic bodies ~ 


of which he is a member, namely, Pastmaster of 
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the Blue Lodge, Past High Priest of Freeport 
Chapter, Past Eminent Commander of Freeport 
Commandery, Past Commander-in-Chief of Free- 
port Consistory. He has also been honored by the 
craft with the position of Grand Examiner and 
Grand Lecturer, for the past twenty years. In 
political matters Mr. Chamberlin’s faith abides 
with the Republican party. His business career 
has been an unusually smooth and pleasant one, 
Asa merchant it is always pleasant to deal with 
him, for he is affable in manner, delicate in his 
tastes and feelings, and honest in all his assertions. 
He is highly esteemed as a citizen, and as a neigh- 
bor and business man none stands higher in the city 
of. Freeport. 





+H 


Dec. 14, 1853, in Waddams Township, and 
has grown up with the county. His father, 
Thomas Jonas, was a native of Germany, where he 
grew to manhood, acquiring an education, and 
learning the miller’s trade. In 1832, accompanied 
by his wife, he came to America, and located near 
Buffalo, N. Y. After living there several years, 
working asa blacksmith, he decided to emigrate 
West, and carrying out his resolution, in 1849 he 
came to Stephenson County, where he engaged in 
farming in Waddams Township. In connection 
with the cultivation of his land, he operated a saw- 
mill which was on the farm when he purchased it. 
He subsequently sold this property and purchased 
more land in the vicinity, improving a homestead, 
on which he remained until his death in 1881. He 
was a hard-working, industrious man and possessed 
good judgment, which qualifications insured him 
success in all the business enterprises that he un- 
dertook. He came to America a poor boy, but 
died in the possession of considerable wealth. 
Thomas Jonas was twice married. His first wife 
died soon after their arrival in America, and their 
only child survived her but a short time. He was 
united in marriage the second time, with Mrs. 
Saloma Wrench, a native of Germany. She had 
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one child by a former marriage and a family of 
nine by her marriage to Mr, Jonas. 

Henry Jonas was the seventh child in order 
of birth. He received his education at the public 
school, and remained on his father’s farm until his 
marriage, after which he lived one year near Wad- 
dam’s Grove, and then removed to his present res- 
idence. His farm contains 200 acres, all of which 
is enclosed; the farm buildings are large and com- 
modious, and the grounds surrounding his tasteful 
dwelling are adorned with fruit and ornamental 
trees. His marriage to Miss Lucy J. Friedly took 
place in September, 1880. Miss Friedly was born 
in Oneco Township, and is the daughter of P. W. 
and Rebecca Friedly, natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
and Mrs. Jonas have two children, one named 
Thomas and an infant unnamed. 


PPD DE Sai 


)}OHN G. INMAN was one of the early. settlers 
of Stephenson County, and resides on sec- 
tion 22, West Point Township. He was 
born Noy. 4, 1839, in Delaware County, N. 

Vig and is the son of Ashwell and Sarah (Demney) 
Inman, who were natives of that State. Before his 
marriage the father was engaged in farming in 
Delaware County, where he remained until 1849. 

The broad and fertile prairies of Illinois were 
then attracting much attention, and Ashwell Inman 
resolved to seek a new home for his family in the 
West. Traveling facilities were at that time so 
limited that the journey seemed loug and arduous, 
but he started out with his young family via the 
Erie Canal and the lakes. Arriving at Chicago, 
which was then a small city of about 30,000 inhab- 
itants, an uncle who resided there met them at the 
landing with a team, and they made the overland 
journey over rough, and at times, almost impassa- 
ble roads, to Stephenson County, occupying several 
days, as was necessary at that time. Having but 
limited means, he first engaged in farming on 
rented land, but within a few years, by industry 
and economy, he acquired sufficient capital to buy 
a tract of wild land in Rock Run Township, which 
he cultivated and improved. After his successful 
struggles with the wilderness, he now lives at ease, 


| a retired farmer in the town of. Davis. 





His wife, 
who shared with him the trials of pioneer life, died 


’ in Rock Run Township. 


John G. was a lad of ten when his parents emi- 
grated to Illinois, and has a vivid remembrance of 
the incidents attending the journey. The limited 
educational advantages was one of the greatest pri- 
vations in pioneer life. The nearest school-house 
was four miles distant, and John, who assisted his 
father on the farm during the summer, trudged 
through the snow drifts across the bleak, desolate 
prairie, to attend the winter school. He remained 
with his parents on the farm until 1861, and then 
made the first improvements on the farm which he 
now owns and oceupies. He first broke ninety 
acres of wild land, and in 1862 married and settled 
in his ‘own home, which he has been successful in 
improving, and now has a pleasant frame residence 
and excellent farm buildings. His grounds are 
shaded with ornamental trees, and he has a fine 
orchard producing a variety of fruits. His wife 
was Miss Lydia Phelps. They had a family of five 
children born to them, four of whom are living. 
Their names are as follows: Orville A., born Nov. 
4, 1864; Horace, March 14, 1868; John William, 
Aug. 17, 1876; Flora Emma, Feb. 28, 1883, and 
Frank, who was born April 13, 1870, and died Oct. 
14, 1872, of injuries resulting from being kicked 
by a horse. 

Mrs. John Inman, born April 30, 1842, in Union 
County, Ohio, was the daughter of Horace Phelps. 
who was born July 19, 1814, in the same county. 
Her grandfather, Ira Phelps, was a native of New 
York State. He was engaged in farming in Del- 
aware County until 1842, when he removed to Ste- 
phenson County, where he eultivated and im- 
proved a farm in Ridott Township, remaining there 
until his death. Her father was married in Dela- 
aware County, to Miss Harriet Dickson,-a native 
of Ohio. In 1842 he removed to Stephenson 
County, making the entire journey by wagon. On 
his arrival, he rented Government land in Rock 
Run Township, which he improved and upon which 
he passed the remainder of his days, his death oc- 
curring March 2, 1874. His wife died July 12, 
1864. The record of their children is as follows: 
Rachel, born Aug. 9, 1836; Hannah, May 20, 1838; 
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Electa, Mrs. Davis, May 20, 1840; Hallet B., 
June 30, 1844; Sarah A., Sept. 25,1846; David S., 
July 25, 1848; Simon D., Aug. 15, 1850. The 
life of Hallet B. was cut short by a sad accident. 
He was engineer in a mill at Pecatonica, and was 
killed by the explosion of a boiler, Sept. 20, 
1870. 
was so affected by the shock, that her death fol- 
lowed on September 29. Sarah, who became Mrs. 
Cooper, died Nov. 2, 1886, 

The names of Mr. Inman’s brothers and sisters 
are as follows: Polly, Orville, Austin and Cather- 
ine. 
served in the Civil War, and suffered the horrors 
of Andersonville Prison, where the latter died. 
Mr. Inman has a half-brother, named Edwin Inman. 


» 
we RE a 


TA, BR. JAMES C. BURBANK, physician and 
) surgeon of Freeport, located there in 1873. 
~ and is now in the enjoyment of an exten- 
sive and lucrative practice. His early 
home was in Warren, Pa., where his birth took 
place Oct. 12,1834. His parents, Jacob D. and 
Sophia (Corbin) Burbank, were natives respectively 
of Vermont and New Hampshire. ‘The father was 
a farmer by occupation, and the boyhood and 
youth of our subject were spent in Pennsylvania, 
where he received a fair education, and when 
eighteen years of age entered the office of Dr. D. 
S. Pratt, where he began the study of medicine. 
A year later he entered upon a course of lectures 
in Hahnemann Medical College, from which he was 
graduated in 1856, and also took a course in the 
Pennsylvania Hospital in Philadelphia, from which 
he was graduated in March, 1856. He came West 
the following spring and located at Polo, Ill., where 
he practiced successfully until 1869, and then re- 
moved to Janesville, Wis. From there in 1873 he 
removed to the city of Freeport, where he estab- 
lished an office and has since remained. He is val- 
ued no less as a physician than as a desirable mem- 
ber of society, and is an active promoter and 
encourager of all enterprises calculated for the ben- 
efit of society and general welfare of the people. 
Dr. Burbank while a resident of Polo was united 







His sister Electa, whose health was delicate, 
| Hattie M., Wilber A.; Sophia, who died in October, 


Orville and ‘Austin, the former as Captain, 


in marriage with Miss Martha M. Belding, the wed- 
ding taking place at the home of the bride at Rock 
Creek, Carroll Co., Ill., in January, 1860. Mrs. B. 
isa native of Bradford County, Pa., whence she 
removed with her parents in 1854. Of her mar- 
riage with our subject there have been born five 
children, two daughters and three sons, namely: 


1869; Frederick B. and Roy P. Dr. Burbank is 
connected with the American Homeopathic Insti- 
tute, the Illinois Medical Society, the Western 
Academy of Homeopathy, and for a time was Vice 
President of the State Medical Society. Socially 
he belongs to M. R. Thompson Lodge, Freeport 
Commandery, Knights Templar. While a resident 
of Polo he was a member of the Town Council, and 
at whatever place he has made his home he has 
taken a genuine interest in the encouragement of 
those enterprises calculated for the best good of 
the greatest number. 

No class of the community stands higher in the 
confidence and esteem of the people than the faith- 
ful members of that profession which has to do 
with those suffering from accident or disease, and 
upon whose efforts the question of life or death 
often depends. As an honored and representative 
member of the medical profession, we take pleasure 
in giving on the opposite page a fine lithographic 
portrait of the subject of this sketch. 


OSEPH BROWN, a gentleman in the prime 
of life, is the owner of a fine property on 
section 9, in Silver Creek Township, consist- 
ing of 250 acres of highly cultivated land, 

supplied with good buildings and all the accesso- 
ries of a desirable modern homestead. Mr. Brown 
took possession of this farm in 1880, where he has 
been very successful, and has become thoroughly 
identified with the farming and business interests 
of that section. 

Mr. Brown was born in Jo Daviess County, Ul., 
in March, 1854, and is the son of Frank and Cathar- 
ine (Wock) Brown, who are living retired from 
active labor in the village of Lena, this county. 
| Joseph was the second son and fifth child in a 
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family of nine children, seven of whom are living. 
When four years of age his parents came to this 
county, and he completed his education in the dis- 
trict schools of Kent Township. He remained at 
home until of marriageable age, and on the 23d of 
November, 1880, was united with Miss Josephine 
C. Faist, a native of this county and daughter of 
Andrew Faist, a prosperous farmer of Silver Creek 
Township. 

Of this union there have been born four chil- 
dren, namely, William F., M. Josephine, Edward 
I., and Mary, who died when eleven months old. 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the German 
Catholic Church. Our subject has officiated as 
Constable; when exercising the right of suffrage 
he votes the straight Democratic ticket. 


of West Point Township held in the high- 


est regard by all who know her, may be 
properly ranked among the pioneers of 


Mee LUCY GODDARD FOWLER, a lady 


this ecouxty, as she came here when a young girl, 
and experienced in common with others the difti- 
culties of existence when most of the conveniences 
of life were here unknown. She distinctiy remem- 
bers the overland journey from the Green Mount- 
ain State which she claims as her birthplace, and 
recalls many interesting incidents along the route. 
Galena, then but a hamlet, was in the midst of an 
open prairie,where deer and Indians still lingered, 
and formed the nearest market for the produce of 
that section for sixty to 100 miles away. The 
changes which have transpired since that time have 
been little short of marvelous, and Mrs. Fowler, as 
a lady of rare intelligence, observing with keen in- 
terest all that has been going on around her while 
two generations have been born and grown up, has 
noted with deep satisfaction the march of civiliza- 
tion. At the same time, as a faithful wife she has 
contribute1 her full share in shaping the moral 
status of those who have grown up around her and 
upon whom her influence has always been that of a 
good and deeply conscientious woman. 

The early home of Mrs. Fowler was in the town 
’ of Georgia, Franklin Co., Vt., where her birth took 


| 





place Aug. 7,1821. Her father, Alpheus Goddard, 
was born in New Hampshire, Feb. 26, 1794, where 
he grew to manhood and was married. Soon after- 
ward he and his young wife migrated to Vermont, 
where he purchased a snug home and was occupied 
in farming until 1836. The reports then coming 
from the young and rapidly growing State of Illi- 
nois induced him to set out on the journey thither, 
which he made overland, accompanied by his wife 
and four children. After six weeks’ travel they 
arrived near Freeport, where his brother had pre- 
viously located, and Mr. G. entered a claim three 
miles northwest, in Lancaster Township. He put 
up a log cabin for the shelter of his family, and 
proceeded with the cultivation of the soil, meeting 
with fair success. After about twelve years he 
sold out and purchased'a tract of wild land in West 
Point Township, near the present site of Lena. He 
put up a house and lived there, afterward making 
his home with his daughter, Mrs. Fowler, in Lena, 
where he has reached the advanced age of ninety- 
four years. 

The parents. of Mrs. Fowler reared two sons 
and two daughters. Lucy remained under the 
home roof until her marriage with I. D. Fowler, 
which took place at the home of the bride in Kent 
Township. She was his second wife, by whom 
there were no children. She had before this been 
engaged in teaching, being mistress of the school 
in the first log cabin put up there for that purpose. 

I. D. Fowler was born in Rutland County, Vt., 
June 19,1814, After marriage he and his young 
wife located on a farm in West Point Township, 
where his death took place Nov. 15,1880. Asa 
man and a. citizen he built up a worthy record. 
Taking possession of his land while it was entirely 
uncultivated, he opened up a good farm and 
erected a substantial set of frame buildings, pro- 
viding a comfortable home for his family. Of the 
eight children born of Mr. Fowler’s first marriage, 
five are now living, namely: Mary A., who lives 
at home with her mother; Horace, Eunice and Se- 
lina are residents of Grundy County, Iowa; Charles 
N., of Jersey City. Julia died Jan. 28, 1887; James 
D. died in Tama County, Iowa, Oct. 6, 1875, and 
Merritt died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. F. in early 
life united with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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and Mr. Fowler belonged to the Republican party. | 
_ kindly Christian character and the highest moral 


He was greatly interested in the success of the tem- 
perance movement, and exerted his influence on 
the side of prohibition. The first wife of Mr. Fow- 
_ ler died Noy. 28, 1855. 


Ey APS IS IS ae 


OAN JOHNSON, proprietor of a finely im- 

D proved farm of 327 acres in Rock Run 

Township, is numbered among the well-to-do 

6) citizens of that locality, where his thrift 

and industry have made their indelible mark dur- 

ing the years which he has assisted in developing 

the resources of the eastern part of Stephenson 

County. The farm with its appurtenances is de- 

lightful to the eye, and “without question. is the 
abode of peace and plenty. 

Our subject is the descendant of an excellent 
old Pennsylvania family, and the son of James 
Johnson, who was born and reared in the Keystone 
State. He followed farming all his life, residing 
in Franklin and other counties in the southern 
part of the State, and finally passed his last years in 
Centre County. The mother, formerly Miss Mary 
Johnson, was a Pennsylvania lady, whose _ birth- 
place is believed to have been near the town of 
Marietta. Itis known that she was there reared and 
educated, and there the character was formed that 
rendered her an exemplary wife and mother, and a 
woman highly respected among her friends and 
neighbors. She survived her husband a few years, 
and like him, died in Centre County, both living 
to see a ripe old age. 

Our subject was the youngest son of his parents, 
and was born in Centre County, Pa., May 18, 1818. 
He grew to manhood near his native town, and 
commenced early in life to make his own living. 
He took unto himself a wife and helpmeet in the 
person of Miss Betsey Neal, their marriage being 
celebrated in the spring of 1848. Mrs. Johnson’s 
parents, John and Elizabeth Neal, were of Scotch 
and Irish descent, and emigrated to the United 
States st an early day, settling in Centre County, 
Pa., where she met and married our subject, and 
_ where her parents spent the remainder of their 
lives. Mrs. J. became a member of the Presbyter- 





ian Church in her own country, and was a lady of 


principles. She died at her home in Rock Run 
Township in August, 1880, when nearly sixty-six 
years of age, her birth having taken place June 7, 
1814. Of her marriage with our subject there was 
born one child only, a daughter, Mary E., who was 
also baptized in the Presbyterian Church, of which - 
our subject is also a member, and for several years 
has officiated as Trustee. 

Mr. Johnson came to this county in 1850, and 
purchased 160 acres of land on section 4, in Rock 
Run Township, which is now included in his_pres- 
ent homestead. He added to this as his means ac- 
cumulated, and also put up the farm buildings 
which he may be pardoned for viewing with pride 
and satisfaction. He uniformly casts his vote 
with the Democratic party, and takes an intelligent 
interest in events transpiring in the world around 


him. 


MOS WASHBURN. The gentleman whose 

C [\ name heads this notice and whose portrait 

j is given in this connection, has followed 

the vocation at which he is at present en- 
gaged thus far in life, and by dint of his own in- 
dustry and perseverance, has made a success of the 
same. He is pleasantly situated on his farm of 200 
acres on section 3, Florence Township, where he is 
passing the sunset-of life in the enjoyment of a 
well-earned competency, and respected by all. 

Mr. Washburn isa son of Gael and Rebecca 
(Garfield) Washburn, the former of whom was 
born in Massachusetts, and the latter, it is sup- 
posed, in New York State. After their marriage 
the parents settled in Ontario County, N. Y., where 
they continued to reside until their death. The 
father was a farmer by calling, and became the 
head of a family of seven children, four sons and 
three daughters. ‘The names of the children were 
Sarah, Rebecca, Lucy, Alvin, William, Amos and 
Elisha. Amos and William are the only survivors. 

Amos Washburn was born in Ontario County, 
N. Y., Dec. 16, 1808. He was reared to manhood on 


a farm, and has always followed the calling of a 
farmer. At the date of his father’s death our sub- 
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ject was only about ten years old, and from that 
time until the present he has been compelled to do 
for himself. He made his home with his eldest 
brother for a time, and when about seventeen years 


old, accompanied by his youngest brother, went to_ 


Kentucky. Not being favorably impressed with that 
State they went to Licking County, Ohio, whence 
they removed to Delaware County, that State, and 
there continued to reside until 1856. In the spring 
of that year Mr. Washburn, having been previously 
married, came with his wife and three children 
overland to this county. On our subject’s arriv- 
ing here he located near where Florence Station is 
now situated. There he made his home for about 
thirteen years, when he removed to Freeport and 
lived there five years. A city life not meeting his 
approbation, he purchased the farm where he. now 
lives, and has made that his home since 1873. His 
farm comprises 200 acres of choice land, is under 
an advanced state of cultivation, and has a fine set 
of farm buildings upon it. 

Amos Washburn was united in marriage with 
Maria Lane in Licking County, Ohio, March 4, 1836. 
She is a daughter of Benjamin and Desire (Phil- 
brook) Lane, natives of Maine. The father fol- 
lowed the sea a portion of his life, but in 1817 he 
removed to Licking County, Ohio, where he engaged 
in farming and stock-raising. Selling his farm in 
that county he moved to Delaware County, whence 
he came to this State and located in Freeport, in 
1854. He made that his home for some fourteen 
years, when he purchased a farm in Florence Town- 
ship, where he lived a few years, and then went to 
Baileyville, Ogle Co., Ill., where he died. His 
wife’s demise occurred at the residence of her 
youngest son, Lorenzo D, Lane, in Iowa. Benja- 
min and Desire Lane became the parents of six 
children: John, Maria, Susan, Rufus, Margaret 
and Lorenzo D., of which number Maria, Rufus 
' and Lorenzo survive. Mrs. Washburn was born 
Sept. 18, 1815, in Maine. Removing with her 
parents to Ohio, she continued to reside in the 
parental home until her marriage with our subject. 
Her union with Mr. Washburn has been blest by 
the birth of three children—Laura, John and 
Christopher. Laurais the wife of Thomas Webb, 
and they live in Freeport; John first married Miss 





Emma Fellows. who died in Florence ‘Township, 
and he subsequently married Martha McCracken, 


and they are living in Kansas; Christopher mar- | 


ried Miss Sarah Brownlee, and they are residents of 
Florence Township. Mr. and Mrs. Washburn are 


members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and - 


in politics he is a Republican. 





BRAHAM GUND was one of the most en- 

terprising and successful farmers of Silver 

|\ Creek Township, where he owned and im- 

a proved 330 acres of land, which formed a 

beautiful and valuable homestead. He was born on 

the other side of the Atlantic, in Baden, Germany, 

Nov. 19, 1828, and departed this life Feb. 27, 

1883. ‘The history of his parents will be found in 

the sketch of his brother, Frederick Gund, of Free- 
port, on another page in this volume. 

The subject of this biography was a youth of 
eighteen years of age when he left his native Prov- 
ince to seek his fortune in the New World. He 
sailed alone in the spring of 1847, and was joined 
by his parents a year later. The fame of the Prai- 
rie State had reached many countries across the 
water, and our subject, after landing on American 
shores, proceeded directly to Northern Illinois, lo- 
cating at Galena. He landed in this section just 
before the California gold excitement, and three 
years later joined the caravan moving toward the 
Pacific Slope. He remained in California until 
1855, following principally the trade of a black- 
smith, which he had learned before leaving Ger- 
many. He also employed himself at times in the 
mines, and was fairly successful. Upon returning, 
he deposited his proceeds in the bank of Page & 
Bacon, at St. Louis, Mo., which failed, and Mr. 
Gund thereby lost the whole of his hard earnings, 
but in settling its affairs the bank paid forty cents 
on the dollar. He did not permit himself to lose 
his courage on account of this calamity, but re- 
turned to Illinois, via the water route, and loca- 
ted on the old homestead in Silver Creek Town- 
ship. In the meantime, in 1850, his parents died 
of cholera, and he then purchased the property. .of 
the heirs, and added to the acreage until he had 
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quadrupled the original amount. His good judg- 
ment and industry as applied to his farming opera- 
tions brought him success, and he became quite 
wealthy. He had received a good education, and 
hir natural intelligence inclined him to keep his 
eyes open to what was going on around him. He 

~ became prominent in local affairs, represented Sil- 
ver Creek ‘Township in the Board of Supervisors, 
and was finally elected Treasurer of Stephenson 
County, of which office he was the incumbent at 
the time of his death. He voted with the Demo- 
cratic party, and was an influential member of that 
organization in this county; in fact, he was one of 
the prominent and substantial citizens of this sec- 
tion, and it is with pleasure that we present his 
portrait in this volume. 

The widow.of our subject, who became his wife 
on the 9th of October, 1856, was formerly Miss 
Emeline Schottle. She was born in New York 
City, Jan. 21, 1837, and is the daughter of Charles 
and Catherine (Butz) Schottle, also natives of Ba- 
den, Germany, whence. they emigrated to this 
country in their youth. They were married in 
New York City, and Mr. S. followed the trade of 
tailor there for several years. In 1852 they mi- 
grated westward, and settled in Silver Creek ‘Town- 
ship, this county, where they afterward engaged in 
farming pursuits, and secured a snug homestead, 
including 120 acres. This they afterward ex- 
changed for a tract of forty acres, which was sup- 
plied with good buildings, and where they made 
their home until 1883. That year they sold this 
property and removed to Freeport, where they now 
live, the father being seventy-nine years of age, 
and the mother seventy-three. 

Mrs. Gund was the third child of a family of 
nine children, three sons and six daughters, born to 
her parents. She received a good education in her 
native State, and was sixteen years of age when 
her parents came to Illinois. She afterward  en- 
gaged in teaching in the district schools of Silver 
Creek Township, and continued until her marriage 
with our subject. Of this union there were born 
eight children, all of whom, with one exception, 
are living: Clara is the wife of Christian Fisher, a 
prosperous farmer of Ridott ‘Township; Caroline 
married William Taggart, and they reside in Bur- 





dett, Pawnee Co., Kan., where he is engaged in the 
banking business; Alice is the wife of William 
Fisher, who carries on a farm in Ridott Township; 
Charles is a graduate of the Commercial College at 
Dakota, IJ.. and lives on the homestead with his 
mother; George has the management of the farm; 
Lizzie is a teacher, and Emma is a student at Free- 
port. Mr. and Mrs..Gund always moved in the 
best society, and numbered among their friends 
the cultivated people of their community. 


2 





ILLIAM SMITH, of Winslow Township, 
\f was born in Little Valley, Cattaraugus Co., 


N. Y., Nov. 23,1843. His father, William 
T. Smith, was born Nov. 8, 1815, in Susquehanna 
County, Pa., and the grandfather. John Smith, in 
Schenectady County, N.Y. His great-grandfather, 
Jabez Smith, was a farmer, and removed from 
New York State to Pennsylvania, settling in Sus- 
quehanna County, where he was a pioneer, and 
there died. ‘The father of our subject grew to 
manhood, was married, and lived there until about 
1837, and then moved to Cattaraugus County, N. 
Y., where he bought a tract of timber land and 
built a log house, in which our subject was born. 
He resided there until 1854, in which year he came 
to Stephenson County, and located in Winslow 
Township. He had learned the trade of a mason 
in his younger days, and after coming to Illinois, 
followed that occupation the greater portion of the 
time. ‘The maiden name of the mother of our sub- 
ject was Sarah A. Gage; she was born in Pennsyl- 
vania, and died in 1865. 

William Smith, the subject of our sketch, was 
only ten years of age when he came with his par- 
ents to Stephenson County. In his eighteenth year, 
on Oct. 9, 1861, he enlisted in Co. G, 46th Ill. Vol. 
Inf., and served until after the close of the war. 
The most important engagements in which he par- 
ticipated were Ft. Donelson, Shiloh, Hatchie and 
Vicksburg. During the remainder of -his service 
he was detached on special duty most of the time. 
He was with Sherman on his march to the sea, and 
to Goldsboro, N. C., whence he went to New York, 


| and from there to New Orleans, Shreveport and 
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Texas, where he remained until the winter of 1865, 
when he went to Baton Rouge, and was there dis- 
charged Jan. 20, 1866. 
turned to Winslow, working by the month on a 
farm for a few months, when he rented and culti- 
vated a farm for one year. He then purchased the 
land on which he now resides, consisting of 120 
acres highly cultivated and well improved. 

On May 19, 1867, Mr. Smith was married to 
Louisa B. Howe, who was born in Monroe, Green 
Co., Wis., Jan. 5, 1848. Her parents were Michael 
T. and Anna (Bowen) Howe. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith- have been born two children—Sarah and 
Emily. - Emily married Wilfred Kennedy, and 
lives:in Geneva, Neb. Mrs. Smith and her elder 
daughter are earnest members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


{ pILLIAM F. KIESTER, of Oneco Township, 
af was born in this county Feb. 17, 1859, 

and is the son of Uriah Kiester, a well- 
known and highly respected citizen. He remained 
at home on the farm with his parents until a youth 
of eighteen years, in the meantime attending the 
district school and making himself useful in the 
fields and around the homestead. At the age men- 
tioned he started out for himself, beginning an ap- 
prenticeship at the mason’s trade, at which he 
served three years. His first work as a journey- 
man was for Peter Wells, of Monroe, and since that 
time he has been working there continuously dur- 
ing the summer months. He also pursued his trade 
in Freeport and Orangeville, and the quality of his 
work being first-class, his services are always in de- 
mand. Personally, he is considered honest and up- 
right in his transactions, and in all respects a desir- 
able citizen, 

My. Kiester has been quite well educated, as he 
attended college at Carthage three years after leav- 
ing the district school. He has followed the pro- 
fession of a teacher in connection with his other 
work, during the dull season, and has two brothers 
who have also officiated as pedagogues, having in 


After his discharge he re-_ 





common with our subject received a good educa- 
tion. 

Mr. Kiester upon reaching his majority, identi- 
fied himself with the Republican party, and keeps 
himself well posted upon matters of general inter- 
est. He is intelligent and industrious, and one of 
those enterprising and upright young men of whom 
much is expected in the future. 


4S SSE 


(© HRISTIAN FISCHER is one of the very 
G successful and thrifty farmers and stock- 
WJ raisers of the township of Ridott, and now 
owns 160 acres of well-improved land on section 
23. His farm is on a good section of land ina 
desirable part of the township. Mr. Fischer came 
to the county in 1857, and located near Ridott, in 
this township. After some years of hard work, he 
was enabled, as the fruit of his industry, to pur- 
chase his present farm, on which he settled in 1861. 

Mr. Fischer was born in Bavaria, Germany, 
April 7, 1818. His father, Adam Fischer, was a 
farmer, and lived and died in Bavaria, while his 
mother, Anna Hoeh, died in her native State of 
Germany, each at the age of sixty-three. 

Our subject is the eldest of four children, three 
sons and one daughter. One of the former is now 
deceased. Mr. Fischer was reared and married in 
his native State, where he had learned the trade of 
a weaver, which he followed for some years. He 
married Elizabeth Guth, born in Bavaria Oct. 16, 
1822, and reared and educated in her native State. 
After the birth of six children to Mr. and Mrs. 
Christian Fischer, two of whom had died before 
leaving the old country, they together with their 
four remaining children came to this country, land- 
ing in New York in December, 1857, and coming 
direct to Illinois. The mother died at her home in 
this State, April 13, 1886, sixty-three years of age. 
Altogether, she was the mother of eight children, 
two having been born in this country. Of the 
children, Adam is married, and is a farmer in 
Ridott Township. Christian, named after his 
father, is married and also is a farmer in this town- 
ship. Jacob is married and is a farmer in Silver 
Creek Township; Louisa and Fred reside at home; 
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~ William, who is married, also lives on his father’s 


farm. Mr. Fischer and family are members of the 
German Reformed Church. Mr. Fischer is a 
pronounced Democrat, of the uncompromising An- 
drew Jackson school. 


rete + So ie 


Township, was born in Taylor, Cortland 

Co., N. Y., Oct. 24, 1838. His father, 
Charles DeBell, Jr., was born in the same county, 
and the grandfather, Charles DeBell, Sr., was born 
in Massachusetts, while his father was a native of 
France, and came to America before the Revolu- 
tionary War. He settled in Massachusetts, but re- 
moved to Cortland County at tbe time of its early 
settlement, where he improved the farm and there 
died. The grandfather died in Cortland County, 
and the father of our subject came to Illinois in 
1856, and settled in Stephenson County, where he 
lived until 1865. In that year he moved to Iowa 
and settled in Delaware County, where he spent 
the remainder of his days. The maiden name of 
the mother of our subject was Julia Hecker, also a 
native of Cortland County, N. Y., in which county 
she died. 

The subject of this sketch was but eighteen 
years of age when he came to Stephenson County, 
and here he lived with his parents until his mar- 
riage, which occurred in 1866, to Amanda Ware, 


\pf ILLIAM L. DeBELL, a resident of Winslow 


. who was born in Taylor, Cortland Co., N. Y., and 


is the daughter of David Ware. To them have 
been born two children, whose names are Arthur 
E. and Jennie L. Soon after marriage Mr. DeBell 
removed to the State of Iowa, where he was en- 
gaged in farming until 1870, in which year he 
returned to Winslow Township, where he has since 
resided. 
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mx AVID 'T. PERRY, a citizen of Stephenson 
County since 1837, was born in Whites- 
town, Oneida Co., N. Y., on the 25th of 

’ December, 1809. He is the son of Frugift 
H. and Chloe (Bennett) Perry. He was quite 
young when his parents moved to Jefferson County, 





N. Y., and settled in the town of Lynn, where he 
grew to manhood, and remained until 1836. He 
passed about one year in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, 
when he started for Illinois July 10, 1837, with 
three yoke of oxen and a wagon, and made the en- 
tire journey overland to Stephenson County, where 
he arrived in August. He bought a claim in what 
is now West Point Township. On his claim there 
were two log houses partly finished. He finished 
one of the cabins, and in 1839 commenced to im- 
prove the land, and has been a resident of the 
township ever since. 

Mr. Perry has been twice married, first to Polly 
Howard, who. was born in Jefferson County, N. Y. 
She died in West Point Township on Sept. 5, 1877. 
The second marriage was in August, 1879, with 
Mary J. Sallee, a native of Missouri. 
daughter of Benjamin and Susan (Cooly) Sallee, 
and the widow of Jasper Bennett. By the first 
marriage there were born four children, named 
David Howard, Belle, Douglas and Mary J. By 
the second marriage there were two children, named 
Martha C, and Fred. 
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G EORGE BARDEL is a successful farmer, and 
| (<g is now located on section 8, Ridott Town- 
S| ship, where he owns eighty acres of well- 
improved land with first-class farm buildings. Mr. 
Bardel was born in Alsace, Germany," Dee. 11, 1823. 
His father, Jacob Bardel, a small farmer of Alsace, 
was married twice, the last time to Catherine 
Weilheim, by whom he had six children, one of 
whom is now deceased, and died at his home in 
Germany at the age of forty years. 

George Bardel is the third child in the order of 
their birth, and was fourteen years of age at his 
father’s death. In 1845, the mother and her family 
of sons and daughters, six in all, came to the Uni- 
ted States, and in the same year settled first in 
Silver Creek Township, where they afterward pur- 
chased land. This they afterward sold and came 
to Ridott Township, where they made their perma- 
nent home. ‘The mother died of cholera at ler 
son Michael’s house in 1852. 

Mr. Bardel first purchased forty acres in Ridott 
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Township, where he made his home and subse- 
quently added forty acres more. To this he after- 


Silver Creek Township. Mr. Bardel has been mar- 
ried twice, the first time to Miss Lizzie Dorr, in 
Silver Creek Township, in 1852. She was born in 
Germany, and came to this country alone when 
twenty-two years old. She died at her home in 
Silver Creek Township in 1853, and left one living 
child, Margaret, the wife of Philip Mower, now of 
Lancaster Township. 

Mr. Bardel married the second time in Silver 
Creek Township, Katie Dorr, a sister of his first 
wife. She also came to the United States alone, 
after her elder sister, and has -borne to her husband 
three daughters and two sons. Of these, Catharine 
is the wife of Samuel Scheleich, of Ridott Town- 
ship; George is married to Rosa Stanchorn, and 
lives in Silver Creek Township, pursuing the oc- 
cupation of a farmer; Lizzie, Mary and Henry 
reside at home. 

Mr. Bardel’s family are members of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church. He is a Democrat. 


SSD 


HRISTOPHER WASHBURN. who resides 
G on the home farm on section 3, of Florence 

Township, is the son of Amos Washburn, of 
whom a sketch is given in this volume. He was 
born in Licking County, Ohio, on the 3d of June, 
1839, and came to Stephenson County with his par- 
ents in 1856, and has been a resident of Stephenson 
County since, spending, however, in the meantime, 
three years in the army. In August, 1862, he en- 
listed in Co. D, 93d Ill. Vol. Inf., and served until 
the close of the war. He was with his command in 
nearly all the engagements in which it participated, 
and while on duty during the siege of Vicksburg, 
the Gibraltar of the South, received a wound in 
the knee, and on the 22d of May, during that 
memorable siege, he was sunstruck while on duty, 
from the effects of which he has never entirely re- 
covered. At the close of the war he was mustered 
out of the service at Louisville, Ky., after having 
participated in Sherman’s glorious march to the 
sea, which will go down the ages, in poetry and 








| the century. 
ward added eighty acres of well-improved land in | 


history, as the greatest military accomplishment of 


_ Mr. Washburn was married, in Freeport, Il., on 
the 26th of February, 1867, to Miss Sarah Brown- 
lee, daughter of Lorenzo and Abbie (Smull) Brown- 
lee, natives of Pennsylvania. She was born in that 
State on the 4th of December, 1844. They have 
had four children: Jessie M., Winnie, Henry, and 
one child died in infancy. Winnie died in the 
early part of September. 1882; Jessie is the wife 
of Jacob Ingle, and they reside in Lancaster Town- 
ship. 

Mr. Washburn is a Republican, and as he ex- 
presses it, ‘ believes in voting the way he shot.” 
He and his wife are both members of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church. 


ARON FRY is the owner of 240 acres of 
well-improved land on section 34, Kent 
Township. Mr, Fry is a native of Penn- 

} sylvania, his parents being John and Cath- 
erine (Ervin) Fry, who lived in that State at the 
time of his birth, settling in Lancaster County on 
their arrival in this country. Thence they moved 
to Ohio, where they remained for a time, when 
they became citizens of Indiana, and resided there 
until 1847, when they were induced by the glow- 
ing accounts of Pennsylvanians who had preceded 
them, to move to Stephenson County, Ll., which 
by this time had become almost a new Pennsylva- 
nia. ‘They settled in Loran Township, where they 
passed one year and then removed to Kent Town- 
ship. Here they remained until 1870, when they 
removed to Nebraska, where they now live at an 
advanced age, having been in their lives residents 
of five States at a time when they were passing 
through their first stages of settlement and civili- 
zation. They had eight children, six of whom 
lived to ages of maturity. 

The subject of this sketch was born on the Ist 
of July, 1839, and was about eight years of age 
when his parents landed in Stephenson County. 
He has lived in this county since 1847, and dur- 
ing that time has been exclusively engaged in ag- 
ricultural pursuits. He is the owner of a farm of Y 


} 


~> 





© 














1s 














fe 








STEPHENSON COUNTY. 








240 acres, 200 of which are improved, and are as 
fertile and well cultivated as the sun shines on. 
Realizing that the log cabin days have long since 
passed, such buildings have disappeared from his 
farm, and have been replaced by modern and com- 
fortable structures. 

In the year 1863, at the age of twenty-four, Mr. 
Fry concluded to form a matrimonial alliance, and 
on the 20th of September, of that year, was mar- 
ried to Mary Finkenbinder, daughter of William 
and Catherine Finkenbinder. Her father died in 
Kent Township on the 4th of January, 1869. 
Their family consisted of eleven children, six girls 
and five boys. Mrs. Fry was the eldest of the fam- 
ily, being born in Somerset County, Ohio, on 
the 23d of November, 1844. Mr. and Mrs. Fry 
are the parents of five children—George, Edward, 
William, Katie M. and John A. Katie died when 
she was three months old. Mr. and Mrs. Fry are 
members of the German Baptist Church, to which 
organization they are much devoted. In their own 
way, and without ostentation, they seek to do as 
much good as possible. Mr. Fry cares little for 
politics, but generally interests himself to the ex- 
tent of exercising the right of franchise in the selec- 
tion of public officers,and votes for the best men 
regardless of politics. 
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ist, first Mayor of the city of Freeport, and 

Congressman, was born in Trumbull Coun- 
ty, Ohio, April5, 1815. His parents removed to 
Butler County, Pa., when he was about ten years 
of age, where he was employed in working on a 
farm. At the age of eighteen he left his home and 
traveled westward, halting at Chicago, then a small 
and secluded village, from which he moved to La 
Porte County, Ind., in which place he resided dur- 
ing the ensuing three years. Later he moved to 
the mining districts of Galena and Southwestern 
Wisconsin, with headquarters at Dubuque, occupy- 
ing himself in constructing bellows and other ma- 
chinery for the furnaces. In thespring of 1836 he 


OL. THOMAS J. TURNER, lawyer, journal- 
G 





lovated himself in Stephenson County, and being a 
wheelwright, engaged in building mills. 

In May, 1837, in pursuance of anactof the Gen- 
eral Assembly, an election was held at the house of 
William Baker at Freeport, for the civil organiza- 
tion of Stephenson County, and on this occasion 
Mr. Turner was selected as one of the Judges of 
Election, the first office ever held by him. On the 
following December 6, he entered into a contract 
with the County Commissioners to build a county 
court-house and also a log jail. This contract he 
faithfully fulfilled before the fall of 1838, and erec- 
ted the frame court-house, which was subsequently 
in existence ‘until April, 1870. In the spring of 
1840 he was admitted to the bar, rapidly secured 
an extensive and lucrative clientage, and early in 
1841 was elected to the office of Justice of the 
Peace and Probate Justice. 
by Gov. Ford, State’s Attorney, and by his energy 
and assiduous application to the duties attendant 
on that office, was eminently successful as a prose- 
cutor of dangerous offenders. 
office the gang of assassins and robbers who in- 
fested the Rock River country, was routed and 
destroyed, and the murderers of Col. Davenport 
were tried and executed. In 1846 he was elected 
to Congress on the Democratic ticket from the Con- 
gressional District composed of Stephenson and 
other counties, and known as the Jo Daviess Dis- 
trict. In December, 1847, and while a member of 
Congress, he established the Prairie Democrat with 
S. D. Carpenter as publisher, the first and only news- 
paper in the county. In July, 18538, the name of 
that journal was changed to the Freeport Bulletin, 
and under this it has been published ever since. 

At the expiration of his first term in Congress, Mr, 
Turner returned to private life, and again resumed 
the practice of law. In 1850, on the initiatory organ- 
ization of the village of Freeport, he was selected 
to fill one of the five trusteeships of the village, 
and at the first meeting of the ‘Trustees, held in the 
court-house, Sept. 21, 1850, they completed their 
organization by electing him to the Presidency of 
the board. In 1854 he was elected to the State 
Legislature, and chosen Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. The General Assembly at its 
session in 1854-55, chiefly through his influence, 
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passed an act for the incorporation of the city of 
Freeport. The first municipal election for city 
officers was held April 2, 1855, and its result was 
his election to the Mayoralty, a position for which 
he was admirably qualified, and whose numerous 
functions he performed with unswerving rectitude 
and notable ability. He was a member of the 
Peace Conference held in Washington in 1861, and 
there conducted himself with moderation and in- 
flexible loyalty amid many tumultuous scenes. 
Upon his return from the capitol, he was commis- 
sioned Colonel, and organized the 15th Regiment 
of Illinois Volunteers, rendezvousing in the fair 
grounds of Stephenson County May 24, 1861. 
The regiment was mustered into service, being the 
first three years’ regiment mustered into the war for 
the support of the Union cause. He was ordered to 
the South with his command, but not being suffi- 
ciently robust for active service, and being unable 
also to endure the fatigue of forced marches and 
exposed camp life, he was ultimately assigned in 
command of a camp of instruction at Alton, Ill. 
Later he was assigned to the command of the Ist 
Division of the Army of the West, and remained in 
active service until the fall of 1862, when he was 
compelled to resign on account of the serious en- 
feeblement of his health. He then removed tem- 


porarily to Philadelphia, Pa., in order to secure the 


care and treatment of the eminent Dr. Pancoast, 
‘for cancer of the chest. A permanent cure was 
then regarded as extremely doubtful, but through a 
delicate surgical operation, his health was appar- 
ently restored, although it is believed that he never 
fully recovered from the shock sustained by his 
system in general. 

After his return to Illinois, Col. Turner again re- 
sumed in 1863, the practice of his profession, and 
in November, 1869, was elected a member from his 
district to the Constitutional Convention to revise 
the Constitution of the State of Illinois. Many of 
the most important provisions of that instrument 
were drafted by him, and are the direct result of 
his arduous labors. He was recognized as the 
leader of that body, and his counsel shaped many 
of the articles which have made the new Constitution 
of Illinois an admired model for other “tates. He 
was also indefatigable in securing the adoption of 


the Constitution by the people. In 1871 he was 
again elected to the House of Representatives at 
Springfield, and was the Democratic candidate for 
‘United States Senator against Logan. 

In July, 1871, Col. Turner opened an office in 
Chicago for the practice of law. During the Pres- 
idential campaign of 1872 he was the candidate in 
Chicago on the liberal ticket for State’s Attorney 
against Mr. Reed, but failed to secure an election. 
Feb. 22, 1873, the new court-house of Freeport was 
dedicated, and he was elected by the Building Com- 
mittee to officiate, and delivered the dedicatory ad- 
dress. In that address he reviewed the history of 
Stephenson County. Being prominent in the or- 
ganization of the county, and identified with nearly 
every change and act of its early history. his ad- 
dress furnished many reminiscences and _ incidents 
of this city and county of which to-day there is no 
further record. It was the crowning act of his life 
in the very city where he commenced his public 
career a quarter of a century before. At the city 
election in Chicago in the fall of 1873, he was in- 
duced to accept the nomination of the law-and- 
order party for the office of City Attorney, and 
with the balance of the ticket, was defeated. 

February 1. 1874, being greatly afflicted with 
neuralgia of the shoulder, Mr. Turner went to Hot 
Springs, Ark., failing however to secure the object 
for which he had gone. The disease leaving his 
shoulders, settled in his hips, and from that time 
until death supervened, his sufferings were unre- 
mitted and extreme. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and for many years prominent 
in Masonic circles, having held during two years 


He died at Hot Springs, Ark., Friday, April 3, 
1874, aged fifty-eight years, eleven months and 
twenty-eight days. Upon receipt of the news of 
his death, by Gov. Beveridge, of Lllinois. he de- 
tailed Adjt. Gen: Higgins to receive the remains, 
and escort them from St. Louis to Chicago. Sub- 
sequently the remains lay in state in the Circuit 
Court-room, whence they were escorted by a large 
concourse of people to the First Presbyterian 
Church of Freeport, where the last sad rites were 
| performed by Rey. Isaac E. Carey. The after 
| tributes of respect and sorrow were many in num- 
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ber, and forwarded from innumerable localities 
throughout a wide area of country. At various 
general meetings of Masons, special committees 
were appointed to draft resolutions of respect for 
the memory of their deceased brother, and the 
members of the Stephenson County bar assembled 
at the office of James 8. Cochran, State’s Attorney, 
also passed resolutions of a most complimentary na- 
ture, reflecting additional lustre on the merits and 
achievements of the deceased. 
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ENJAMIN WIELAND, a well-known resi- 
dent of Oneco Township, and whose por- 
6) trait is shown on the opposite page, is a na- 
tive of Pennsylvania, having been born in 
Mifflin County, that State, on the 10th of June, 
1814, His father was Michael Wieland, born in 
Lancaster County, and his grandfather was also 
a native of Pennsylvania. The latter was a stone- 
mason, which occupation he followed during his life. 
He had five children, the father of Benjamin Wie- 
land being the eldest. The great-grandfather came 
from Germany. Every member of the family lived 
past the allotted threescore years and ten. 

Michael Wieland grew to manhood with his par- 
ents, and learned the trade of a stonemason with 
his father, which business he plied until he earned 
money sufficient to buy a farm, after securing 
which he still continued to work at his trade, while 
his sons managed the farm. As he grew older he 
rented his farm to his youngest son, and bought a 
smaller one a short distance away, on which there 
were suitable buildings, and there spent his last 
days retired from active life. He died at the age 
of eighty-three. His wife was Miss Salome Becht. 
‘They had twelve children, as follows: Hannah, 
Lydia, Benjamin, Rebecca, Washington, Sarah, 


Lucy, William, Christiana, Daniel, Anna and Beth- | 


sheba. 

Benjamin Wieland remained at home until he 
was twenty-four years of age, at which time he en- 
gaged as apprentice to a shoemaker, and served 
one year and four months with Samuel Shannon in 
Potter Township, Centre Co., Pa. He followed 
' this occupation for eight years in different places, 





working as a journeyman for the first two years, 
and then began business for himself. His health 
becoming impaired he engaged in carpentering 
with his brother-in-law, Elias Bartol, until 1843, 
when the financial panic of that year caused all 
building operations to cease, and there was no more 
work for carpenters to do. Mr. Wieland then re- 
sumed shoemaking, which he continued one year, 
when he again declined in health. 
as much outdoor exercise as possible, he concluded 
to become a Yankee notion peddler, and in that 
capacity traversed that region for nearly two years, 
when he purchased a tract of land in Centre 
County and began farming. He remained on this 
farm for seven years, then disposed of it and 
moved to Oneco Township, Stephenson County, in 
the spring of 1856, buying eighty-five acres of land, 
where he has since lived. 

In 1842 Mr. Wieland was married to Miss Maria 
Walker, daughter of John Walker, of Easton, 
Northampton Co., Pa. ‘They have had seven chil- 
dren: Frank, a boarding-house keeper in Dakota 
Territory ; William, a farmer; Ellen, now Mrs. Hale, 
also of Dakota Territory; Mary, John, Sarah and — 
Lucy. The last three are deceasel. Mr. Wieland 
has held several local offices; he was a School 
Trustee for several years but resigned, having re- 
moved from the township. One of his ancestors 
was John Martin Wieland, the famous composer of 
church hymns and sacred music. He lived in 
Wurtemberg, Germany. 
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ENJAMIN F. TIMMS, Sheriff of Stephen- 
D son County, has passed his entire life in 
6) this section, having been born in what is 
now the township of Kent, but was then 
designated as Black Hawk Fort, and where the 
Black Hawk monument now stands. He first opened 


In order to get 


his eyes to the light March 26, 1842, and is the 


| 
| 
| 
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son of James Timms, who was born in North Caro- 
lina in 1802. The latter when a mere lad moved 
to ‘Tennessee with his parents, where he developed 
into. manhood. Upon making his way to Northern 
Illinois he came up the Mississippi to the Rapids, 
and from that point, in a keelboat, to Galena, 
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arriving in the spring of 1825. He first employed 
himself at mining, and in 1827 was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Lucy Mann, who is now deceased. 
She was a sister of Harvey Mann, whostill survives, 
and is now a resident of Jo Daviess County, near 
Galena, Ill. 

After their marriage Mr. Timms and his wife 
moved toa point on Apple River, in Jo Daviess 
County, near the fort which was built during the 
Black Hawk War, where they remained until the fall 
of 1835, and then removed fifteen miles west of 
Freeport, which place was afterward named Timms’ 
Grove, where they lived until 1859. In the mean- 
time, however, the wife and mother had passed 
away, in 1853. The father of our subject after- 
ward became a resident of Lena, where his death 
took place in 1863. The parental household in- 
cluded five sons and two daughters, six of whom 
survive, namely, James B., Maj. Harvey M.; Will- 
iam O., now a resident of Nebraska, Benjamin F., 
our subject, Mary A., the wife of A. U. Jenkins, of 
Missouri, and Louisa, a resident of Arizona. 

The subject of our sketch, who was the youngest 
of the household, passed his boyhood and youth 
near the fort where he was born, and received a fair 
education in the common schovul. Subsequently 
he left the farm to perfect his studies at Lena, and 
when starting out for himself he engaged as clerk 
in his father’s store, and in 1864 succeeded to the 
business. In the meantime, during the progress of 
the late war he recruited Co. A, 142d Ill. Vol. 


- Inf., but was thrown out by the mustering officer 


on account of physical disability. Later he became 
sutler of the regiment, and was thus occupied until 
the close of the war. 

In 1875 Mr. Timms engaged as traveling sales- 
man for a Chicago grocery house, with which he 
was connected for a period of eleven years, having 
his residence meanwhile at Lena, Ill. Upon being 
elected Sheriff he resigned his position, and assumed 
the duties of this office Dec. 6, 1886. He is dis- 
charging the duties of this responsible position in 
a satisfactory manner, and possesses good executive 
ability, besides a thorough knowledge, self acquired, 
of common law. 

Mr. ‘Timms was first married in February, 1873, to 
Miss Celia M., daughter of Danicl B. and Desire 








(Lincoln) Packer. Of this union there was one child, 
named James George, now living; the mother died 
Jan, 20,1875. Mr. Timms’ marriage with Mrs. Em- 
ma 5. Liddell, nee Sampson, was celebrated at the 
home of the bride in January, 1878. Mrs. Timms is 
the daughter of Dr. Arch and Safrona (Gibbs) Samp- 
son, of Grant County, Wis., where her birth took 
place in 1846. She remained with her parents until 
her marriage. By her union with Mr, Timms she be- 
came the mother of one son, named Arch S.; two 
girls (twins), one now deceased, one living; the de- 
ceased, Eva, was four weeks old. Edith still survives. 
Mr. Timms socially, isa member of Lena Lodge 
No. 174, A. F. & A. M., Lena Chapter No. 103, 
Freeport Commandery No. 7, and Freeport Con- 
sistory. 
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er REIGARD, a retired farmer of Sil- 
\! ver Creek Township, was formerly one of 
| the most extensive land-owners in this and 
@ Ogle Counties. He was admirably adapted 
to the calling of an agriculturist, and gave much 
of his attention to the breeding of fine stock, in- 
cluding Short-horn cattle and Norman _ horses, 
building up an enviable reputation as a farmer and 
stock-raiser. After due time, during which he 
had accumulated a competence, he wisely retired 
from active labor and is now spending his last 
years surrounded by all the comforts of life and 
many of its luxuries. The residence is a handsome 
brick dwelling, surrounded with shade and orna- 
mental trees, and all the other appliances of a 
modern home. It is finished and furnished in ex- 
cellent style, and what is unusual in village homes, 
each room is supplied with water: carried by pipes. 
Mr. Reigard is a fine illustration of the self-made 
man. Commencing life at the foot of the ladder, 
by his industry and integrity he has acquired a 
competency for his declining years, and established 
himself in the confidence and esteem of all who 
know him. At the beginning he judiciously in- 
vested his surplus capital in land, and was at one 
time the owner of 800 acres in Ogle County. Be- 
sides his property in this county, he has a fine tract 
of land near Ottawa, Kan., embracing 660 acres 
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with valuable improvements. He has been a resi- 
dent of Illinois since November, 1854, when he 
established himself in the flouring-mill business, 
which he carried on for a period of fourteen years 

‘in Freeport, and was at the head of this industry 
in that section. This, however, did not please him 
so well as agricultural pursuits and dealing in real 
estate, and accordingly in 1866, he abandoned 
milling and thereafter became interested in farming 
lands, in which he operated seventeen years in 
Ogle County, and afterward took up his residence 
for a time in Freeport, whence, in December, 1883, 
he removed to Silver Creek Township, which he 
purposes making his permanent home. 

Jacob Reigard was born in Centre County, Pa., 
on Christmas Day, 1813. He remained under the 
parental roof until seventeen years of age, and 
then began the study of medicine under the in- 
struction of Dr. Bigelow of his native county. 
He was thus occupied for five years following, and 
finally became the partner of his tutor, with whom 
he practiced successfully, and shared the reputation 
which the latter had built up as a practitioner of no 
ordinary merit. Our young physician after leav- 
ing the office of Dr. Bigelow, went to Shirleys- 
burg, Huntingdon Co., Pa., where he established, 
and practiced as nearly as possible after the 
methods of his former patron. He built up a suc- 
cessful and lucrative practice, which he continued 
during fourteen years, and then abandoned it for 
what he believed would be the more congenial oc- 
cupation of a real-estate dealer. His first purchase 
of land was in Huntingdon County, on the Juniata 
River, and he afterward took a contract on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad, by which he realized a hand- 
some sum of money. He was, however, located 
in a section of country whose climate brought on 
an attack of ague, which eventually caused him to 
leave Huntingdon County, and return to his old 
home in Centre County, where he afterward en- 
gaged in the manufacture of liquor and also re- 
sumed milling operations. In connection with 
this he was known as ‘“‘mine host” of a stage house, 
which he conducted for a period of nine years, the 
proceeds thereof adding still more to his ex- 
chequer. He finally decided to remove to the 
West, and since taking up his residence in Free- 





port, has been widely and favorably known in the 
social and financial circles of Stephenson County. 

The marriage of Jacob Reigard and Miss Lu- 
cinda Wagner was celebrated at the home of the 
bride in Columbia County. Pa., in March, 1833. 
Mrs. Reigard was born and reared in that county, 
and by her marriage with our subject became the 
mother of eight children, all of whom with one 
exception are still living. The eldest son, Frank, 
married Miss Chirslep, and is farming in Florence 
Township; Melia is the wife of J.C. Motz, of 
Centre County, Pa.; Louisa is the wife of R. C. 
McWilliams, who isa member of the Pennsylvania 
Legislature from Northumberland County; Shep- 
ard is married and a well-known business man of 
Freeport; Belle is the wife of F. J. Welch, a 
dealer in agricultural implements in Chicago; 
Juniatta H., Otie and Blanche are at home with 
their parents, the latter a successful teacher in the 
district schools. The parents and children are all 
members and regular attendants of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Mr. Reigard is an uncompro- 
mising Democrat, and takes a lively interest in all 
matters pertaining to the general welfare of the 
people. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Peter 
Reigard by name, was one of the best educated 
men in Mifflin County, Pa. His education was 
completed in the best schools of his native Empire, 
and his whole career was that of a close student 
and extensive reader, whose talents brought him 
in contact with the best minds of his day. Even 
when over eighty years of age he was a fluent 
reader of Greek and Latin and no less a master of 
German and English. He was born in Heidelberg, 
Germany, and was educated for the ministry in 
the German Lutheran Church, to which his people 
belonged. He desired a career, however, which 
would better harmonize with his more liberal ideas. 
The great-grandfather of our subject, also named 
Peter. was a native of the Rhine Province, and 
carried out the design of his parents and friends in 
becoming a minister of the church. While stilla 
young man he was sent to America as a missionary, 
and preached the first sermon in the German lan- 
guage that was delivered in the city of Philadel- 
phia. Healso closely applied himself to study, and 
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became finely educated and lived to a ripe old age. 


Daniel Reigard, the father of our subject, was _ 


born and reared on a farm in Mifflin County, Pa., 
his father deeming it wise to have his children 
reared amidst rural scenes and pursuits. These ac- 
corded so well with his tastes that he became a full- 
fledged farmer, which pursuit he followed success- 
fully, though he was not physically strong and died 
in middle life. 


= —_ 61 2 —_ = 


=4, AMUEL J. DODDS, the well-known at- 
torney-at-law at Lena, was born in La 
Porte, Ind., Oct. 1, 1835. His grandfather, 
Samuel Dobbs, it is supposed was a native 
of Kentucky, where the great-grandparents were 
born. The grandfather of our subject grew to man- 
hood, and was married in that State, where he re- 
sided until about 1820, in which year he moved to | 
Indiana, and settled in Monroe County, where he" 
bought land and cleared a farm. <A portion of his 
original purchase of land is now included in the city 
of Bloomington. The father of our subject, Samuel 
F. Dodds, was born in Danville, Ky., on Feb. 14, 
1806, and was fifteen years of age when his parents 
moved to Indiana. He received his early educa- 
tion in the subscription schools of that day, and 
afterward studied Jaw, but did not practice, en- 
gaging instead in mercantile pursuits in the city of 
LaPorte. He continued in this business until 1837, 
when he sold out, andaccompanied by his wife and 
three children, set out for Illinois, making the jour- 
ney ina wagon drawn by horses. 
Chicago, at that time a small and very unpromis- 
ing village. While there, he was offered 160 acres 
of land, which is now in the main business section 
of that city, in exchange for his team, but he de- 
clined the offer. He came to within half a mile 
of the present site of the village of Lena, where he 
joined his wife’s parents. He left his family with 
them and returned to La Porte, where he settled his 
business, and in the summer of 1838 returned and 
made a claim of 160 acres of land, which is now in- 
cluded in the corporation of Lena. He erected a 
log cabin, near where the Methodist Episcopal 
Church now stands, making the floor of puncheon. 


He came through | 


i 








The family occupied this cabin for one year, when 
he built another half a mile north, near a spring. 
In 1843 he entered the land from the General Goy- 
ernment, going to Galena for that purpose. When 
the railroad was completed this far, he laid out a 
part of the town of Lena. In 1841 he erected his 


‘third house, which was also built of logs, and in 


1850 builtastone house, which is still standing near 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and here spent 
the last days of his life. When the railroad com- 
pany made Lena a station, he was appointed agent, 
and acted in that capacity until 1859. He was 
Justice of the Peace from 1841, with the exception 
of one term, until his death, and in 1849 was Post- 
master of Elida post-office, which position he held 
two terms after the name of the office was changed 
to Lena, remaining in office until his death, May 12, 
1862. For many years of his life he was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church, and also occupied 
the position of Elder. He assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the church in Lena in 1848. Politically he 
was an old-line Whig, and the last few years of his 
life a Republican. The maiden uname of the mother 
of our subject was Mary J. Garner, who was born 
in Knoxville, Tenn., on the 12th of March, 1810. 
She was the daughter of John and Elizabeth Garner, 
both natives of Fredericksburg, Va. 

S. J. Dodds, our subject, was the third child in a 
family of five. He was in his second year when 
they moved to Illinois, and he remained with them 
until manhood. He attended a school taught in 
the log school-house, on the subscription plan, and 
advanced his education at Mt. Morris Academy, in 
1855-56. From that time until his marriage he 
engaged as clerk in a store, and Assistant Post- 
master. He was admitted to the practice of law in 
the State Courts, in 1871, and in the United States 
District Court in 1881. In connection with his law 
practice he is also engaged in the insurance busi- 
ness. 

On Sept. 26, 1859, Mr. Dodds was married to 
Miss E. V. Rounds, a native of Broome County, N. 
Y., who was born Feb. 9, 1836, and is the daugh- 
ter of Daniel Rounds. To them have been born 
five children, named Homer M., Milton T., Della 
M., Mary A. and Kattie D. Mr. and Mrs. Dodds 
and their children are members of the Presbyterian 
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Church, in which he is an Elder and earnest Sunday- 
school worker. Politically he has always been a 
Republican, and was elected County Surveyor for 
four years. He has also been Clerk of the Town 
Board, Justice of the Peace and Police Magistrate. 
In January, 1866, he began the publication of the 
Lena Star, which is still being published. He was 
the author of the “Centennial History of Lena,” 
which was published in 1876, and obtained a wide 
circulation at that time. 


=—O=—=h 


RNEST BOEDEKER. The subject of this 
Ee sketch, who owns 160 acres of land on sec- 
? tion 28, Kent Township, was born in Ger- 
many in 1808, in which country he spent fifty 
years of his life, and was just emerging from that 
period which is said to be the prime of manhood, 
when he landed on the shores of America in 1858, 
Being a stranger to our language and our customs 
it necessarily followed that the difficulties which 
environed him were greater than if he had been 
young, when he could have more readily mastered 
the language and conformed to the customs. How- 
ever, coming from a resolute family, Mr. Boedeker 
wasted no time in learning how he might best be- 
come truly an American citizen and secure for 
himself that measure of success which might put 
him upon the level with those among whom he 
' might settle. Soon after arriving in this country 
he came to Freeport, where he lived for two years, 
and then settled on a farm of 160 acres in Kent 
Township, where he has made his home ever since, 
and which he has improved by the erection of 
suitable buildings and the construction of fences to 
protect his fields. 

Mr. Boedeker has been married twice, his first 
wife being Wilmena Velner. They had four chil- 
dren—Ernest, Fred, Wilmina, and Fredricka, who 
died Jan. 20, 1884. She was the mother of four 
children, one of whom is deceased. Her husband, 
Henry Yehmeier, lives in Erin Township. The 
mother of these children died in Germany. Mr. B. 
was again married, in Stephenson County, to Sophia 
Bush, who was also a native of Germany. Three 
children, whose names are Charles, August and 








Sophia, were the fruits of this marriage. Their 
mother died on the 18tb of August, 1886. Fred, 
one of the children of the first marriage, married 
Mary Saunders and resides in Erin Township. 

At the time this sketch is written Mr. Boedeker is 
seventy-nine years of age, and has lived through a 
period in which the world, and especially his adop- 
ted country, has made more history than during 
any preceding century of modern times. He is 
familiar with the great events of the old country 
which occurred during the half century of his resi- 
dence there, and he arrived in this country in time 
to be within almost hearing distance of the greatest 
civil conflict the world ever knew. Mr. Boedeker 
is a member of the Lutheran Church at Lena, and 
in politics is a Democrat. 


™ 


— > ACHARIAH GAGE, a retired farmer of 
] Stockton Township, Jo Daviess County, now 
a resident of Lena, was born of poor but hon- 


est parents in the town of Outwell, Cambridge- 
shire, England, Feb. 3, 1813. His father, Daniel, 
and his grandfather, Mathew Gage, were natives of 
Norfolk County, whence the latter removed in his 
young manhood to Outwell and remained there the 
balance of his life. 
married Miss Esther Harris, who became the mother 
of eleven children, and passed from earth in the 
same town where she had lived so many years with 
her husband and where our subject was born. 

Mr. Gage grew to manhood in his native town, 
receiving but a limited education, as at fifteen 
years of age he went out to work, receiving but 
very small pay for his services. His first year’s 
wages amounted to £3, the secund to £4 and the 
third to £5. When eighteen years old he left Out- 
well and engaged to work on the railroad in process 
of construction from London to Birmingham, the 
first steam-car road ever built in England. He re- 
mained with the company for three or four years, 
in the meantime gaining a good insight into the ° 
various duties required, and was afterward em- 
ployed on public works continuously until 1851. 

Although laboring incessantly and living econ- 
omically our subject saw little in his native En- 


He was a laboring man and 
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gland to encourage him, and determined to seek his 
fortunes in the New World. He had in the mean- 
time been married, and in the spring of the year 
mentioned, accompanied by his young wife, em- 
barked from Liverpool on a sailing-vessel the Ist 
day of April, landing in New York City after a 
voyage of thirty days. Going directly to Middle- 
port, where he arrived with the sum of $15 in his 
pocket, his entire worldly wealth, he and his wife 
both engaged to work on a farm eleven miles out. 
For their combined services they received $16 and 
board per month. They saved all that they possi- 
bly could of their limited salaries, and in six 
months rented a house and thus had a place which 
they could call home. Mr. Gage, then leaving his 
wife to look after their domestic affairs, continued 
his labors as a farm hand and for seven months’ 
work received $100. During the winter season he 
was employed in cutting wood for thirty-one cents 
per cord, walking three miles back and forth morn- 
ing and evening. The summer following he worked 
in the harvest field at $1.25 per day. 

The spring of 1853 found Mr. Gage with his 
wife prepared for a journey to the Prairie State, 
within the borders of which he first stopped at 
LaSalle in LaSalle County, where he secured employ- 
ment as a salesman at the coal banks. He remained 
there until the fall of 1855, and then took up his 
abode in Jo Daviess County, where he commenced 
his career as an independent farmer upon 160 acres 
of leased land which he had engaged for a term of 
five years. After two years, however, the owner 
sold the land, paying Mr. Gage $100 for the lease. 
The latter devoted his cash capital toward the pur- 
chase of eighty-five acres in Stockton Township, 
the purchase price of which was $1.300. By the 
time he was out of debt he had paid the principal 
and interest of $1,240. He was successful in his 
farming operations, however, and bought additional 
land until he became the owner of 259 acres. Upon 
this he erected a fine frame house and two barns, 
planted fruit and shade trees, laid off the fields 
with neat fences, provided himself with first-class 
implements and machinery, and in due time was the 
possessor of one of the finest farms in that section. 
In 1882 he retired from active labor, sold out and 
took up his abode in Lena, where he built the resi- 

















dence which he now owns and occupies. He has 
here a body of land which if laid out would include 


‘twenty good building lots, but which as it stands 


forms a roomy and commodious homestead. 

The lady who has been the faithful and affection- 
ate companion of our subject for a period of over 
forty years was formerly Miss Mary A. Benton, 
born in Littleport, Cambridgeshire, England, and 
the daughter of William and Elizabeth (Collins) 
Benton, who spent all their lives in their native En- 
gland. She became the wife of Mr. Gage in 1845. 

Mr. Gage and his brother, Harrison, were the 
only members of the parental family who emigrated 
to the United States. The latter came in the fall 
of 1851, and proceeded directly to the Prairie State, 
where he engaged as a laborer on the Illinois Cen- 
tral Railroad, then in process of construction be- 
tween Decatur and Clinton. A few months later 
he made his way into LaSalle County, where he laid 
track for a time on the same road, and then with 
the assistance of his brother Zachariah hought a team 
and transported coal from the mines near LaSalle 
to the city of LaSalle. He was thus employed un- 
til 1855, when he went into Jo Daviess County, and 
in company with his brother engaged in farming 
two years. In 1857 he was married in LaSalle 
County to Miss H. Kidd, who was also a native of 
England. Soon afterward he returned with his 
bride to Jo Daviess County and farmed on rented 
land until 1862. His wife, after becoming the 
mother of two children, departed this life on the 
farm in Stockton Township, in 1860. ‘The chil- 
dren, Cyrus R. and Howard F., went to live with 
their uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Z. Gage, by 
whom they were reared. Upon the outbreak of the 
late war, Harrison Gage enlisted as a Union soldier 
in the 96th Illinois Infantry, served until the close, 
and with the comrades who were left, received his 
honorable discharge June 10, 1865. While in 
Chicago waiting for the Paymaster he was taken 
violently ill and died on the 24th of June. Mr 
Z. Gage was sent for and succeeded in reaching him 
a few hours before his death. 

The subject of this sketch is a forcible illustration 
of what may be accomplished from a small begin- 
ning by the exercise of resolution, perseverance, 
and the assistance of a sensible and economical 
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helpmeet. Mr. Gage started in life practically pen- 
niless and debarred from the advantages of educa- 
tion. He is now in possession of a competency, and 
by his upright life and honest dealings has secured 
the profound respect and friendship of his fellow- 
citizens. He has contributed his full quota toward 
the building up of his township and has been. the 
encourager of every enterprise calculated for the 
good of its people. Mr. and Mrs. Gage early in 
life identified themselves with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of which they have been upright 
and consistent members for over forty years. 
Politically, Mr. Gage supports the principles of the 
Republican party. 


TR RIE 


geny W. HANCE, M. D., is one of the 
K oldest and best known physicians of the 

city of Freeport, having located here in 
the year 1853. He was born near Barnesville, Bel- 
mont Co., Ohio, on the 23d of July, 1825. His 
father, John Hance, born in 1793, was a native of 
Maryland, and all his life was a farmer by occupa- 
tion. His mother, who was also a native of the 
same State, was Mary A. Mackall. She was born 
in 1797 and is still living, being in her ninety-first 
year when this sketch was written. She is hale and 
hearty and in the full possession of all her mental 
and physical faculties, and is the mother of five 
children, four sons and one daughter, of whom 
four are living. 

Dr. Hance spent his boyhood days in his native 
county, in the manner usual to country lads, be- 
ginning his education in the common schools of 
his neighborhood, after which at a proper age he en- 
tered an acadamy. At the close of his academic 
course he entered Franklin College, Ohio, where he 
took a full literary and scientific course, ranking 
high in his studies. After leaving college he be- 
came a student of medicine, entering the office of 
Dr. W. J. Bates, of Wheeling, Va., under whose in- 
struction he remained for a considerable time, when 
he entered the University of Pennsylvania, from 
which he was graduated in 1849. He then began the 
practice of medicine at Bridgeport, Ohio, at which 
place he soon built up a lucrative business. 


| 
| 
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He | 


remained there until May, 1863, when he came tu 
Freeport, Ill. In July of that year he opened an 
office in the latter place and entered upon the prac- 
tice of medicine, since which time he has given his 
whole attention to the medical profession, except- 
ing a short period, when he took a trip to Califor- 
nia for the benefit of his health. After spending a 
couple of years in that State, he returned to Free- 
port much improved in health, and has since de- 
voted his entire time to his practice, having all the 
business he can possibly attend to, The high 
standing which he has attained in the community 
on account. of his medical skill and knowledge, is 
shown by the fact that he is very frequently called 
in consultation with other physicians in inportant 
and delicate cases both in this city and county, as 
well as in adjoining counties. 

In July, 1849, Dr. Hance was married to Miss 
Mary B. Chamberlain, a native of the State of 
New York, and a lady in every way qualified to 
be his companion and helpmeet through life. This 
marriage, which was a very happy one, resulted in 
no issue, and the Doctor was so unfortunate as to 
lose his wife Sept. 24, 1873. In 1864 Dr. Hance 
was elected Mayor of the city of Freeport, which 
position he filled with much credit to himself and 
satisfaction to his constituents. He isa member of 
the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Freeport, 
where he attends regularly. He is a citizen who 
enjoys the esteem and respect of all his neighbors 
and of the entire community, and is on most cordial 
terms with all his fellow members of the profession. 

An excellent portrait of the Doctor will be found 
on an accompanying page of this ALBuM. 


fl ACOB BURBRIDGE, one of the earliest set- 

| tlers of Stephenson County, was born in But- 

ler County, Pa., Jan. 18, 1806. His father, 
William Burbridge, was a native of Pennsy]- 
vania, and his grandfather, Thomas Burbridge, 
who was a native of Virginia, was taken prisoner 
by the Indians during the Revolutionary War, and 
kept for three years. He died near Urbana, Ohio. 
The father of our subject was married in Pennsyl- 
vania, and in 1807 moved to Kentucky, and was 




















’ Waddams Township, locating there in 1832, 
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Illinois in 1825, settling in Stephenson County, 
where he died in 1836. The maiden name of the 
mother of our subject was Elizabeth Buckhart, who 


was born in Pennsylvania, of German parentage, | 


and died in Jo Daviess County, Ill., at the age of 
ninety-four years. 

Jacob Burbridge, our subject, grew to manhood 
in Kentucky, where he learned the trade of a car- 
penter under the instructions of his father. In 
1825 he moved to Sangamon County, and lived on 
rented land until 1829. In that year he moved to 
Jo Daviess County and laid a claim near the pres- 
ent site of Apple River Station. He engaged in 
farming and mining there until 1836, when he sold 
his claim, and in March, 1837, moved to Stephen- 
son County and bought aclaim in what is now West 
Point Township. He built a frame house here, 
and entered the land after it came into market, 
residing upon this farm until 1882, when he sold 
it and came to Lena, where he has resided ever 
since. 

On July 16, 1852, Mr. Burbridge was married to 
Martha A. Waddams, who was born in Ohio on 
July 15, 1816. She was the daughter of William 
and Luey (Rowland) Waddams. Her father was a 
native of New York, and was the pioneer settler of 
Mr. 
and Mrs. Burbridge have had eleven children, 
seven of whom are living: Louisa Winter lives in 
Missouri; Elizabeth Bunker lives in Dakota; Lucy 
Allen lives in Winnebago City, Minn.; Julia Moser 
lives in Lena; Wilson lives in Lena; Melissa Gard- 
ner lives in Washington Territory; and Jacob lives 
in Warren, Jo Daviess County. 


‘ 


i ET knee 


se IRAM SHOUS, of Oneco Township, owns 
}) and occupies a snug farm on section 28, 
where he leads the quiet and unobtrusive 

life of a farmer, contented in his sphere, 


broad acres a comfortable living and something to | and was thus occupied for some years. 
spare. He came to this vicinity in the spring of 





| Middletown, 
and realizing each year from the fertile soil of his | 


attractive and desirable homestead. His posses- 
sions are the result of his own industry, and include 
eighty acres of land, all under the plow, together 
with a substantial set of farm buildings, which, in 
their style of architecture and convenience for the 
purposes to which they are devoted, will compare 
favorably with anything of the kind in this part of 
the township. 

Our subject is a descendant of substantial Ger- 
man ancestry, whose first representative in this 
country in the person of his paternal grandfather, 
was brought over by the British Government as 
one of its soldiers to fight against the Colonists. 
He was an intelligent man, however, and soon saw 
the injustice exercised by the mother country 
toward her American subjects. He was of Hessian 
blood, brave and fearless, and accordingly upon 
the first opportunity deserted from the British 
ranks and ranged himself on the side of the op- 
pressed. He afterward married, and in the course 
of a few years became a resident of New York 
State, where he reared a family of sons and daugh- 
ters. Among these was the father of our subject, 
who early in life learned blacksmithing, which he 
followed some years, and then secured possession 
of a small farm where he carried on agriculture in 
connection with his trade. This property lay in 
Orange County, and under the roof-tree thus 
established our subject opened his eyes to the light 
on the 12th of January, 1816. 

The mother of Hiram Shous was, in her girlhood, 
Miss Sallie, daughter of Charles McKinney, whose 
family for generations had been familiarly known 
in Orange County, N. Y.,and vicinity. Her pater- 
nal grandfather served in the Revolutionary War, 
and until his death carried a bullet in his arm as a 
memento of that memorable struggle. Young 
Hiram spent his childhood and youth after the man- 
ner of the boys of that day in the semi-rural dis- 
tricts, pursuing his first studies in the district school 
and completing them in the Wallkill Academy at 
When he was thirty-eight years of 
age, he commenced teaching in his native county, 
Subse- 
quently he engaged as foreman on a construction 


1868, and soon afterward took possession of the | train of the New York & Erie Railroad, and after- 
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ward obtained profitable contracts for material 
to be used on the Louisville & Lexington Railroad. 
He was thus engaged until about 1858, after which 
he was variously occupied until after the breaking 
out of the Civil War, which interfered greatly with 
his plans for the future. He, however, was not 
long idle, but received the appointment of Provost 
Marshal at Irvin, Estill Co., Ky., where he was 
employed from the spring of 1861 until 1863, and 
was then appointed Captain of Co. H, 14th Ky. 
Cav. 

Mr. Shous subsequently led his comrades to the 
scene of conflict, first meeting the rebels under 
Gen. Scott at Irvin, where he experienced the feel- 
ings of a soldier under his first fire. His regiment 
being on the division line, was upon that occasion 
and afterward exposed to the bullets of the enemy, 
but happily without any very serious results. Capt. 
Shous and a portion. of his men were detailed as 
scouts, and he met with many hairbreadth escapes, 
but fortunately came out without a scratch. In 
the spring of 1864 he was appointed special Gov- 
ernment Agent to arrest rebels and deserters, and 
take charge of Government property, and was thus 
employed until 1868. Then, reconstruction. hay- 
ing commenced, and the necessity for such officials 
being done away with, he was honorably discharged 
from the employ of the Government, and at liberty 
to look about him and determine his course for the 
future. Not long afterward we find him in North- 
ern Illinois making arrangements to take possession 
of his present property, which he had purchased in 
1853 with money earned while engaged with the 
railroad companies in Kentucky. It proved a wise 
investment, and one which he has never regretted. 
He has brought the greater part of his land toa 
good state of cultivation, and besides the eighty 
acres in the homestead, has forty acres across the 
line in Green County, Wis. 

The marriage of Hiram Shous and Miss Roxana 
C. Cadwell took place at the bride’s home, May 
10, 1845. Mrs. Shous is the daughter of Elisha S. 
and Mary (Reeve) Cadwell, natives of New En- 
gland, where her father combined the occupations 
of farming and tailoring. Her paternal grand- 
father was born in England and emigrated to this 
country in time to distinguish himself as a soldier 
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of the Colonial army in the Revolutionary War. ~ 
Mrs. Shous was born in Orange County, N. Y., in 
1821. Her union with our subject resulted in the 
birth of the following children: Alfred, Hiram, 
William H., Seward, Homer, Mary, Alice, Helen C., 
Gertrude, Josephine, George C., Frank, Eugene 
and Fannie Jane. The daughter, Gertrude, died 
Feb. 25, 1854, and Josephine, Sept. 7, 1855. 

Mr. Shous, previous to the war and. the issues 
which were its outcome, had identified himself with 
the Democratic party. Afterward he considered 
that he had good reasons to change, and has since 
been a decided Republican. He has officiated as 
County Surveyor since 1879, and has also served 
as School Director and discharged the duties of 
various other local offices within the gift of his 
townsmen. He has built up a record entirely cred- 
itable and praiseworthy, and one which his descend- 
ants will be proud to look upon and emulate. 


AAA RROD ORE ILE EOI 


) lem Township and vicinity, is the son of 
~ Jonas and Elizabeth (Merrick) Pickard, the 
former born in Cayuga, Onondaga Co., N. Y., 
Nov. 24, 1817, and the latter in Massachusetts, 
Feb. 5, 1830. After their marriage, in 1854, they 
located in Harlem Township, this county, whither 
they had come with their parents some time before. 
The paternal grandfather of our subject, Smith 
W. Pickard, married Miss Affa Skeel, and emi- 
grated to this county in 1837. Aaron Merrick, 
the maternal grandfather, came in 1851. James 
Pickard, after his marriage, continued on the farm 
in Harlem Township where he ‘first settled, until 
his death, which occurred Jan. 26, 1875. His 
widow, who survives him, continues on the old 
homestead. They were the parents of two children 
only—Frank F., our subject, and one who died in 
childhood. 
- Frank F. Pickard was born in Erin ‘Township, 
Dec. 10, 1856. He attended- the common school 
during his boyhood, and completed his studies in 
the High School at-Lena. Farm life has been quite 


Bien F. PICKARD, well known in Har- 


_ satisfactory to his ambitions, and he is fully - pre- 


pared to carry on agriculture after the most ap- 
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proved methods, having served a thorough appren- 
ticeship. After the death of his father he assumed 
the management of the homestead, of which he has 
since had charge, and is the owner of eighty-three | 
acres of valuable land, upon which he has erected 
a good set of frame buildings. 

Mr. Pickard was first married, at Freeport, June 
2, 1877, to Miss Susan Herrbruck, daughter of 
Phillip and Maria (Decker) Herrbruck, and who 
was born in New Bethlehem, Pa.. By her union 
with our subject she became the mother of four 
children—Dalta I., Luella A., Augusta, and one 
who died ininfancy. Mrs. Susan Pickard departed 
this life at her home in Harlem Township, July 20, 
1884. 

Mr. Pickard was the second time married, in 
Kent Township, May 6, 1886, to Miss Laura E. 
Phillips, daughter of Orange H. and Mary C. 
(Gable) Phillips, natives of Vermont and Pennsyl- 
vania, respectively. Mrs. Laura Pickard was born 
in Kent Township, this county, July 12, 1860. 
Mr. and Mrs. P. are members of the Evangelical 
Association, and politically, Mr. Pickard is a stanch 
Republican. He has held some of the minor offices, 
and is generally respected by the people of his 
community. 


PDD DE SoS 


ON. HORATIO CHAPIN BURCHARD, 
‘attorney-at-law, and a prominent citizen of 
Freeport, has been for many years not only 
S)) closely identified with its business interests, 
but also active and conspicuous in the political bis- 
tory of Stephenson County and of the Prairie 
State. His parents were Horatio Burchard and 
Frances Chapin, whose home during the earlier 
years of their married life was in the town of Mar- 
shall, Oneida Co., N. Y., where Mr. Burchard, their 
eldest son, the subject of this sketch, was born Sept. 
22, 1825. His grandparents belonged to well- 
known New England families of English ancestry, 
and were. on the father’s side, Jonathan Burchard 
and Beulah Ely, of Springfield, Mass., the place of 
his father’s birth, in 1791, and on his mother’s side 
Benjamin Chapin and Sarah Fuller, who lived near 
Springfield, in Chicope, where his mother was born 


T. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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in 1816. His grandfather, Jonathan Burchard, was 
one of the pioneer settlers of Oneida County, arriv- 
ing there with his family in 1797. 

Mr. Burchard’s boyhood until his thirteenth 
year was spent in Marshall, but his father, having 
decided to seek a home in the West, removed in 
1838 with his wife and children, at first to Aurora, 
Erie Co., N. Y., and two years later to Beloit, Wis. 
Both Aurora and Beloit possessed educational fa- 
cilities unusual for new towns at-that time, their 
academic schools then ranking among the best 
in their respective States. His father having de- 
cided to give him a collegiate education, had al- 
ready caused him to commence, before leaving 
Marshall, the study of Latin. The opportunities and 
advantages here afforded for preparation for col- 
lege as well as for mental culture and discipline in 
the study of those branches of science taught to the 
advanced classes were gladly improved, and en- 
abled him to enter, in the spring of 1847, Hamilton 
College at Clinton, N. Y., from which he was grad- 
uated in 1850. Having selected the legal profes- 
sion as his future calling he commenced while an 
under graduate, the study of law under Hon. T 
W. Dwight, Law Professor in that college. He re- 
turned to Wisconsin after his graduation, and con- 
tinuing his law studies,in 1852 was admitted to the 
bar and began practice in the courts at Monroe, 
Wis. In 1854 he came to Freeport, and the year 
following, having been enrolled a member of the 
Illinois bar, resumed practice as a lawyer, and for 
many years was actively engaged in professional 
labor in the courts of Stephenson and adjoining 
counties. 

‘Mr. Burchard has held many important public 
positions and frequently received gratifying evi- 
dences of the confidence and appreciation of his 
fellow-citizens. He was chosen School Commis- 
sioner of Stephenson County in 1857, and held the 
office for three years. In 1862 he was elected a 
Representative for Stephenson County to the State 
Legislature, and again elected in 1864, being dur- 
ing his first term a member of the Committee on 


| Claims, and during his second, Chairman of the 


| 


Committee on Banks and Corporations. He took 


| an active part in legislation, especially during 


in 1792, and passed her girlhood until her marriage | his second term, and several important laws passed 
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by the latter Legislature were drafted and proposed 
by him, among them the Registry Law of 1865, and 
the law providing for taking the votes of Union 
soldiers absent on military duty. For the next four 
years he held no public office except Trustee of the 
Illinois Industrial University, then just established 
by the Legislature and located at Champaign, and 
he found himself free to devote his time assidu- 
ously to personal and professional business, but 
in 1869 he was elected a Representative in Con- 
gress to succeed Hon. E. B. Washburne, whose ac- 
ceptance of a place in Gen. Grant’s Cabinet had 
created a vacancy which a special election for June 
7, 1869, in his Congressional District, was called to 
fill. Upon being sworn in as Member of Congress 
at the ensuing December session, Mr. Burchard was 
appointed by the Speaker, Mr. Blaine, a member of 
the Committee on Banking and Currency, of which 
Gen. Garfield was the Chairman. In the succeed- 
ing Congress he was appointed a member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, considered the 
most important committee of the House, and sub- 
sequently re-appointed by Speaker Blaine in the 
following Congress, and then again by Speakers 
Kerr and Randall, making eight years of continu- 
ous service upon that committee. During these 
five terms of Congressivnal service, embracing the 
ten years from 1869 to 1879; the most important 
measures and National legislation, relating to re- 
construction in the seceded States, to the coinage 
and curreney of the country, to the refunding of 
the bonded debt, and the resumption of specie 
payments, and to the modification and reduction of 


. tariff and internal revenue taxation, were the para- 


mount subjects of discussion and practical consid- 
eration. The records of the debate3 in Congress 
show his patient study and earnest efforts to under- 
stand and adopt the wisest action upon these diffi- 
cult questions, and the prominent part he took in 
their ultimate disposition. 

Before the close of his Congressional career Mr. 
Burchard, in 1879, by President Hayes, was ap- 
pointed Director of the United States Mint, and 
immediately after the expiration of the Congres- 
sional term entered upon the duties of that office, 
which was located at Washington, and had charge 
of all the mints and assay offices of the United 





States. ten in number. The coinage act of 1873 
which created the mints bureau had suspended, 
and the act of 1878 had directed the resumption 
of the coinage of silver dollars. Both of these laws 
had occasioned most earnest discussion and the ex- 
pression of widely divergent views as to their wis- 
dom and uiility. Deeming it exeeedingly impor- 
tant that accurate information should be given to 
members of Congress and to the country in regard 
to the production, coinage, use and circulation of 
the precious metals, Mr. Burchard diligently ap- 
plied himself to collect monetary statistics, not only 
as to the United States but as to the other com- 
mercial countries of the world. By the aid of the 
officers of his bureau and through official inquiries 
made to foreign governments, and suggested by 
him, he was able to prepare and annually publish 
in the mints reports statistical tables showing ap- 
proximately the coin and paper circulation; and the 
amount of gold and silver produced and coined in 
nearly every civilized nation. His labors in this di- 
rection were not only appreciated and found useful 
by legislators and monetary writers in the United 
States, but received flattering notices ahd encomi- 
ums from European statisticians. To facilitate the 
collection of such statistics, Congress made after he 
became Director, an annual appropriation of nearly 
$5,000, and the information gathered by the use of - 
the means at his command, was embodied in his 
five special annual reports on the production of the 
precious metals in the United States, showing in 
detail as far as pragticable the amounts yielded by 
the principal mines or mining regions of the gold 
and silver producing States and Territories. At 
the end of his tirst term in 1884 he was re-appointed 
by President Arthur to a second term, but upon 
the incoming of the Democratic administration in 
1885 was removed and his place given to one who 
had been identified with that party. 

In September of the latter year Mr. Burchard 
was appointed by Gov. Oglesby upon the. commis- 
sion to revise the revenue laws of the State, and 
report the recommendations agreed upon to the 
succeeding Legislature. Upon the conclusion of 
his duties on this commission Mr. Burchard, in 
1886, resumed the practive of law and opened his 
office at Freeport. He has the honor of being one 
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of the few persons in the United States elected to | 
membership in the International Statistical Insti- | 
tute, which lately met at Rome, and is composed 

of statisticians and writers on economic questions | 
of the highest standing in their respective coun- | 
tries. His family consists of his wife and one son, | 
he having married, in 1861, Miss Jane Lawver, | 
eldest daughter of Michael and Catherine Lawver. 
who had resided for many years in Stephenson 
County, and were among its most influential and 
respected citizens. His son, Edward L. Burchard, 
was born at Freeport, Sept. 5, 1867, and is now a 
student in the Freshman Class at Beloit College. 





Z Wz Zt 
ISOS 
OHN BROWN. The history of the Brown | 


family dates back in this country to one 

William Brown, who came to the United 

States from Ireland and settled in Pennsyl- 

vania. His father, supposed to be of Scotch an- 
cestry, lived and died in Ireland. 

It was to avoid being persecuted by the Catho- 
lics in the North of Ireland that William Brown 
and his brother Matthew came to America, here 
to enjoy the privileges of religious freedom. Will- 
iam Brown, after locating in Perinsylvania, mar- 
ried Miss Mary Daily, who had also come from 
Treland, at the age of fourteen, while her husband 
at the time of his arrival was eighteen years old. 
Some years after their marriage they went to 
Greene County, Pa., which became their home. It 
was very wild there then; Indians were present in 
the county, and it was to the redskins that William | 
Brown owed his early death. Together with his 
oldest son and two other men, he was helping to 
move a family to the fort when the Indians way- 
laid them and killed all but the son, who escaped 
by swimming a stream, fell exhausted, and was un- 
der medical treatment for the next seven years, 
having been shot through the back, the bullet pass- 
ing out at the fifth rib. He lived to bean old 
man and reared a large family. After the Indian 
troubles of which we speak he went to Kentucky, 
and later settled in what is now Brown County, | 





Ohio, so named in his honor. In his latter days 
he went to Indiana, and died in the western part 
of that State. 

The grandmother of our subject, Mrs. William 
Brown, in later life removed to Belmont County, 
Ohio, with some of her children, after she had 
reared them to manhood and womanhood in Penn- 
sylvania, and she died advanced in years in Ohio. 
The family of William Brown, Sr., is as follows; 
William J., Sally, Nancy, Vincent; John, Sr., who 
is the father of our subject; Mary, James, Cath- 
arine and Matthew. They all reared families, and 
are now all deceased. 

John Brown, Sr., the father of our subject, a 
farmer by occupation, was born in Pennsylvania, 
was reared there and married Jane Hurley. She 
was a native of Maryland and came of Irish par- 
entage. Her mother’s maiden name was Sally 
Stump. The parents lived for a time in Pennsyl- 
vania, but later went to Ohio, and died in the 
western part of that State on the Miami River. 
In religion they were Baptists. The parents of our 
subject were early settlers of Greene County, Pa., 
where they reared most of their children, 
whose births occurred in the following order: 
Mary, who is deceased, lived to rear a family; 
Zachariah died at the age of eighteen months; 
Sarah, who is yet living in Vernon County, Mo., 
is the wife of Thomas Hathaway; Nancy is the 
wife of farmer David Rubel, and resides in Mon- 
roe County, Ohio; Nellie, who is deceased, was 
the wife of DeW. C. Mallory, who is living in 
Vernon County, Mo.; William is living at the 
Soldiers’ Home in Milwaukee, Wis; he served in 
the Black Hawk War and in the late Rebellion, and 
was wounded at Pittsburg Landing, being shot 
through the hips. 

Our subject, John Brown, was born June 30, 
1811, in Greene County, Pa.; James, residing in 
Cresco, Iowa, is a carpenter by trade, and married 
Malinda Huckens; Cornelius, who married Mary 
Effingham, is, with his wife, deceased; Catharine, 
widow of Richard Earl, lives in Fayette County, 
Iowa; Mr. E. was a general mechanic. Jane is the 
wife of M. Henthorne, who is a farmer of Cass 
County, Mo. 

The early life of our subject was spent at home. 
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He was only five years old when his father went 
to Belmont County, Ohio, and he was there edu- 
cated. He married after coming to Illinois, and 
located in Vermilion County as early as 1827; 
later he participated in the Black Hawk War, and 
after its close returned to Vermilion County, and 
there took up farming pursuits. He had come to 
this State with his parents, and in a few months 
his father was killed by being thrown from a 
vicious stallion, dislocating his neck in the fall. 
The mother lived in Vermilion County some 
years, and then came to this county and died in 
Rock Run Township. Mr. Brown was married, 
Nov. 22, 1834,in Vermilion County, to Miss Mary 
A. Hickman, a native of Brown County, Ohio, 
born in 1815. She is the daughter of Jacob and 
Sarah (Okewood) Hickman, natives of the Old 
Dominion. Her husband was of German descent, 
and died in Vermilion County, Ill. The family 
were farmers, and in religion were Methodists. 

Mrs. Brown was young when she came to this 
State, and lived at home until her marriage. She 
is the mother of eleven children, one of whom is 
deceased. Clark J., Sarah and Mary, all live at 
home; Martha is the wife of Frank Walker, and 
lives ona farm in Dakota Township; John H. 
married Catherine Young; his biographical 
sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Vennette 
married Harry Milliken, who is the Claim Agent 
for the C., M. & St. P. R. R., to Marion, Iowa; 
James C, married Anna Brown, who is no relation, 
however, and resides on a farm in Clay County, 
Iowa; Vincent D. married Miss Mattie Young, 
now deceased, and lives in Dakota; Allen lives at 
home and cares for the homestead, and with him 
also lives his eldest sister; Florence E. is the wife 
of farmer F. W. Mack, residing in Clay County, 
Iowa. ‘The deceased child, Caroline, died at the 
age of four years. 

After marriage Mr. Brown farmed some time in 
Vermilion County, and in 1834 made his first 
visit to Stephenson County, and engaged in break- 
ing prairie about Freeport, turning the first fur- 
row in that section. He was-one of the first set- 
tles of the county, and bought his farm here in 
1837. He oceupied himself in breaking prairie 
land for sixteen+ years, and plowed much of the 


| 
| 





| 


wild land in this county. He prospered and be- 
came owner of more than 1,000 acres of land in 
this county. He now has 700 acres and other good 
property in this township, besides about five acres 
in Dakota, and is largely interested in the elevator 
at this place. He is a very worthy member of the 
community, a consistent Methodist religiously, and 
a Republican in polities. His wife and some of 
his children are also Methodists. 


(SS So 


tate of 200 acres, in West Point Township, 

is one of the solid, self-made men of the 
community. He is a native of Prussia, where he 
was born Sept. 3, 1834. His father, John Wernicke, 
was born July 12, 1807, in Prussia, and was reared 
ona farm there. In 1857 he emigrated to America 
and settled in Stephenson County, where he re- 
mained a number of years. He is now eighty 
years of age and resides in Le Mars, Iowa. His 
wife’s death occurred in Freeport in August, 1865. 
Their family consisted of three children: Louis, 
the subject of this biography; Henry, living in Le 
Mars, Iowa, and Minnie, the wife of Henry Kruger, 
also living in Le Mars. : 

Louis attended school until he was fourteen years 
of age, and then applied himself diligently to learn- 
ing the carpenter’s trade. In 1844 he procured 
leave of absence from the country for one year, 
and in September sailed from Bremen for America. 
After a voyage of seven weeks he arrived at New 
York, and for two years drove a milk wagon in 
that city. In 1856 he came West and located near 
Freeport. The first year after his arrival he worked 
on the farm of C. H. Rosenstiel, and continued in 
that employment until 1864. Belonging to a na- 
tion of soldiers, he then. resolved to engage in the 
defence of his adopted country, and enlisted in 
October, in Co. G, 42d Ill. Inf., and joined his 
regiment at Columbia, Tenn. He was engaged in 
the battles near Franklin and Nashville, and also 
took part in many skirmishes. He served until 
the close of the war, and was discharged in June. 
1865. ~He then returned to Stephenson County 
and located in Kent Township, on a farm of fifty 


| OUIS WERNICKE, the owner of a fine es- 
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| 
acres. He lived there until 1880, when having a | 
good opportunity he disposed of his property there | 
and purchased the place where he now resides. His 
farm contains 200 acres of valuable, well-improved | 
land, with a pleasant residence and excellent farm | 
buildings. 

In 1860 Mr. W. married Miss Catherine Ridel, 
who was born Jan. 16, 1842, in Wurtemberg, Ger- 
many, and is the daughter of Christian Ridel, who 
settled in Loran Township in 1850. He gave 
three sons to the service of his adopted country. 
His son Leonard died in July, 1887, near Yankton, 
Dak; Christian lives near Kansas City, Kan., and 
Jacob was killed in the Civil War. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wernicke have four children: John 
C., Emma R., William C. and Henry L., all at 
home. The family are members of the German 
Methodist Church. Mr. Wernicke always votes 
with the Republican party. 


= Sh 


JL. ON. J. M. BAILEY. From the ragged 
) hills of New England sprang a people who 
have left their impress for good upon every 
»)) part of the American continent. ‘That im- 
press is recognized in an untiring industry, the 
courage of their convictions, and loyalty to their 
Government. The same industry which converted 
the naturally barren suil of New England into fields 
of profit; the same courage which led the Pilgrims 
to follow the dictates of their own conscience 
amidst religious persecution; the same loyalty 
which inspired them with love of country, yet. fol- 
low her sons wherever they may be. Many of 
our representative men are proud to claim her sons 
among their ancestors. ‘This is true of the subject 
of this sketch. i 
Hon. Joseph Mead Bailey, LL. D., was born in 
the town of Middlebury, Wyoming Co., N. Y., 
June 22, 1833. His father, Deacon Aaron Bailey, 
was also a native of the Empire State, having been 
born in Marcellus, in December, 1801; his mother, 
a native of Connecticut, was Maria, daughter of 
Rev. Bartimeus Branam. The maternal grand- | 


mother, a Miss Clarke, was a lineal descendant of 





Richard Clarke, who was a mate of the Mayflower, 
and the first man to set foot on New England soil. 
The grandfather, Aaron Bailey, a native of New 
Hampshire, was in the strictest sense of the word 
a pioneer. When yet a youth, he left his native 
hills of New Hampshire, for a home at Marcellus, 


| 
| N. Y., whence, in 1806, he went to the then unset- 


tled wilds of Wyoming County in the same State. 
In 1840 we find him, true to his pioneer tastes, in 
this county near the present city of Lena. 

Grandfather Bailey was in many respects a re- 
markable man. In 1842, during the severe winter 
months, and when seventy years of age, he returned 
to his old home in Westmoreland, the place of his 
boyhood, on horseback, and thence back again in 
the same manner the following spring, a feat that 
the youth of to-day would hesitate to under- 
take. He passed from earthly scenes on New 
Year’s Day, 1857, at the ripe old age of eighty-three 
years. Deacon Aaron Bailey inherited in a large 
measure the sterling qualities of his father, and was 
distinguished for his upright life and strict integrity 
in business transactions. He spent his entire life 
in his native State of New York. 

The subject of this biography pursued his_pri- 
mary studies at Middlebury Academy, and subse- 
quently entered the University of Rochester, where 
he completed his classical course, being graduated 
in 1854, with the degree of A. B. Based upon his 
devotion to literary pursuits the degree of A. M. 
was conferred, in 1857. Soon after his graduation 
he entered the law office of E. A. Hopkins, an emi- 
nent attorney of Rochester, and in 1855 was ad- 
mitted to the bar. [is examination, together with 
that of five other aspirants, was conducted under 
the auspices of the Supreme Court of New York. 
As indicative of its rigor, but half the applicants 
proved successful. 

Judge Bailey, in 1856, joined the tide of West- 
ern emigration, and coming to this State, selected 
the young city of Freeport as his future home. 
Here he opened an office, and here his evident tal- 
ent, studious habits and close application to busi- 
ness, won for him a generous and lucrative patron- 
age. In 1857 he formed a partnership with W. D. 
Mechin, which continued two years. On the 2d 
of February, 1859, he was united in marriage with 
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Miss Mary Olin, daughter of John and Maria Olin, 
of Perry, Wyoming Co., N. Y., the wedding taking 
place at the residence of the bride’s parents. In 
1863 he became associated with T. W. S. Brawley, 
now of Chicago, which partnership continued six 
years. Subsequently, with James I. Neff, Esq., he 
transacted an extensive law business, and the firm 
of Bailey & Neff continued until the election of 
the senior member as Circuit Judge, in 1877, Dur- 
ing these years, however, Judge Bailey was not per- 
mitted to pursue uninterruptedly the practice of 
his profession, as, in 1866, an admiring constituency 
elected him to represent his district in the General 
Assembly of Lllinois, in which body he served four 
years. While a member of the Legislature he in- 
troduced many important measures, and was in- 
strumental in effecting the passage of some admir- 
able bills which had been trembling in the balance. 

In 1876 Judge Bailey was one of the Presiden- 
tial electors, and assisted in casting the 185 votes 
which resulted in the selection of Rutherford B. 
Hayes as National Executive. In 1879, Judge Bai- 
ley received the degree of LL.D. from both the 
Universities uf Rochester and Chicago, an honor 
which he has justly merited by his efficiency as a 
jurist. 

Judge Bailey and his amiable and estimable 
wife became the parents of three children, all liv- 
ing, two sons and a daughter: Charles O. is a prac- 
ticing attorney at Sioux Falls, Dak.; Joseph M., 
Jr., is a banker, and the financial manager of the 
German-American Loan and Trust Company of 
the same place; Anna M., now a young girl of 
eleven years, continues at home with her parents. 
The Judge has been a worthy member of the Bap- 
tist Church for a period of over forty years, and 
socially, is a Mason in good standing, having taken 
the Knight Templar and Consistory degrees. The 
family residence is a fine brick structure, located 
on Stephenson street, and the central figure of a 
beautiful lawn, ornamented with evergreen and 
native trees, Adjacent to the dwelling, the car- 
riage barns, stable and other out-buildings, tasteful 
and substantial in their character, add an air of 
plenty_and comfort to the surroundings, and indi- 
cate the home of intelligence and refinement. Here 
the Judge and his accumplished lady hospitably 





remainder of their days. 





entertain their old friends and welcome new ones, 
and here they have established a home which, with 
their names, will be pleasantly remembered many 
years by those who come after them. 
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OHN C. KEAN, City Attorney of Freeport, 
was born on a farm near the city of Mead- 
ville, in Crawford County, Pa., on the 20th 

( of July, 1821. His father, John Kean, was 
also a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in the 
city of Philadelphia, where he grew to manhood 
and married Miss Sarah Mellin. This lady was 
born on the West Branch of the Susquehanna River, 
and was a daughter of Cornelius Mellin, a well- 
known gentleman in the early days of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

After marriage John Kean, the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, moved to Jamestown, N. Y., 
where he settled for a time, and then moved to 
Crawford County, Pa., which at one time was the 
home of John Brown, of Harper’s Ferry notoriety. 
In this county the parents of Mr. Kean passed the 
They reared a family of 
seven children, three boys and four girls. John C. 
was the youngest son and fourth child, and his 
youth was passed upon his father’s farm in Penn- 
sylvania. His early education was begun in the 
public schools of those days, and when he arrived 
at the proper age, he attended Allegheny College, 
at Meadville. After passing through college he 
took up the study of law, entering the law office of 
Judge Derickson, where he remained under instruc- 
tions until he was admitted to the bar on the 8th 
of April, 1850, at Meadville. In July, 1851, Mr. 
Kean came to Freeport, Ill., which has been his 
home since. In the month of August he opened a 
law office, and began the practice of his profession, 
and for many years enjoyed a large and _ lucrative 
practice. He was elected a member of the Board 
of Aldermen in 1858, for the term of two years. 
In 1862 was elected City Attorney, and has held 
that office continuously up to the present time, 
with the exception of two or three short intervals. 
During his long term of service Mr. Kean has twice 
revised the city ordinances, once in 1877, and again 
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in 1887. This work was performed with care and 
hard labor, and reflects much credit upon Mr. 
Kean’s ability in codifying laws. In addition to his 
duties as City Attorney, Mr. Kean has practiced 
law regularly, and has retained a large proportion 
of his former clientage. He ‘is a conscientious and 
painstaking attorney under all circumstances and 
on all occasions, putting in his best licks for his 
clients. He is a strong and forcible advocate, and 
is particularly effective in his pleadings before a 
jury. 

On the 4th of June, 1857, Mr. Kean was united 
in marriage with Miss Eliza Ramsey, of Freeport. 
This lady is a native of Canada Kast, and came to 
Stephenson County with her brother when quite a 
young girl. Mr. and Mrs. R. are the parents of 
four children, three daughters and one son: Kmma 
J., the wife of P. L. Koscialowski, now a resident 
of St. Louis, Mo.; Flora M., deceased; John Sher- 
idan and Nellie A., who reside at home. 

During his entire life Mr. Kean has been a Demo- 
crat, aud a strong advocate of the doctrines of that 
party, with the exception of voting for Abraham 
Lincoln in 1860 and 1864. He has taken an active 
part in political campaigns, and his voice has often 
been heard at the huskings in advocacy of Democ- 
racy. Inthe galaxy of the portraits of leading 
men of Stephenson County presented in this Ar- 
BUM may very properly be found the portrait of 
Mr. Kean. 


He 


ZFS EORGE W. BOLENDER, widely-and fa- 
(5 vorably known as one of the thrifty farmers 

of Buckeye Township, is comfortably loca- 
ted on section 14, where he has 200 acres of land, 
of which he has been in possession since the spring 
of 1865. He comes of excellent Pennsylvania 
stock, and was born Sept. 28, 1839, in Beaver 
Township, in that part of Union County now in- 
cluded in Snyder County. His father, Frederick 
Bolender, was a native of the same county, and the 
son of George Bolender, who spent the last years 
of his life in Union County, engaged in farming 
pursuits. The father of our subject was reared in 
his native county and married Miss Hannah Ritz- 








man. also a native of Union County. Frederick 
Bolender remained a resident of Union County un- 
til 1844, and then, accompanied by his wife and 
two children, started overland for the Prairie State. 
Their outfit consisted of four horses, two wagons 
and a buggy, and they carried their household 
goods and provisions, camping and cooking by the 
wayside, and landing in this county after a tedious 
journey of six weeks. Mr. Bolender rented a 
house in Rock Grove Township, and the summer 
following purchased the land which constitutes 
the present home of our subject. 

The land first purchased by Frederick Bolender 
in this county was without improvement save a 
small log cabin and a straw stable, although an at- 
tempt had been made at clearing twenty-four acres, 
The remainder was covered with timber and brush. 
The family moved into the cabin, and making 
themselves as comfortable as possible, occupied it 
until the spring of 1850. Mr. B. had in the mean- 
time put to good use his natural enterprise and 
resolution, and at the date mentioned began the 
erection of a substantial frame dwelling. The 
lumber for this was laboriously transported from 
the then unimportant little city of Chicago by 
horse and ox teams. When erected the dwelling 
was the admiration of the country around and was 
considered a very stylish and pretentious struct- 
ure. 

At the time the father of our subject located in 
this county Freeport consisted of a few cabins and 
one store. Chicago and Galena were the nearest 
markets for several years. The farmers used to 
join together in transporting their produce, and 
would form quite a caravan, proceeding to market 
equipped with their provisions and blankets, for 
there were no hotels along the route, and they were 
obliged to take their meals by the wayside and 
sleep under or in the wagons at night. Itis hardly 
necessary to say that the roads were unimproved 
anda mud hole of considerable depth was no in- 
frequent obstacle with which they had to contend. 
Upon these occasions they doubled up their teams, 
each man assisting his neighbor to get out of the 
mire. 

Frederick Bolender endured, with his brother 
pioneers, the hardships of that life, and lived to see 
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the country well developed, and beautiful homes 
established upon the prairie, where at one time 
deer and other wild animals roamed in freedom. 
After building up an enviable record as an honest 
man and a good citizen he departed this life at the 
home which he had established, on the 25th of 
November, 1885. He had been prominent in 
township affairs, served as Supervisor several 
terms and held other offices of trust. The wife 
and mother preceded her husband to the silent 
land in 1852, and he married twice afterward. The 
third wife still survives. The children of the first 
marriage were Harriet E., now the widow of Israel 
Fry, and a resident of Orangeville; George W., of 
our sketch, and Hannah C., the wife of John 
Kunkle, of Buckeye Township. Of the second 
marriage there are now living: Mary J., the wife 
of Elder Yeagle, of Harlem Township, and Addie 
E., Mrs. W. W. Etzler, of Winslow ‘Township. 
The subject of this history was the only son of 
the first marriage of his father, and was but four 
years old when his parents made the overland jour- 
ney to this county. Although many years have 
intervened since then, he still remembers many of 
the incidents connected with the preparation for 
departure and the subsequent journey. While sit- 
ting in his comfortable home and surrounded by 
everything to make life desirable, he often recalls 
the shifts which the pioneers were obliged to 
- make, and the deprivations which they endured. 
He attended the district school, and in common 
with the other sons of the pioneers, began early 
in life to make himself useful on the farm. He re- 
mained under the parental roof until August, 1861, 
after the breaking out of the Rebellion, when, lay- 
ing aside his plans for the future, he enlisted as a 
soldier of the Union in Co. A, 46th Ill. Vol. Inf. 
He spent the following four years in a manner be- 
coming a man interested in the preservation of the 
Union, and participated with his comrades in many 
of the important engagements with the enemy, in- 
cluding the battle of Pittsburg Landing, the siege 
and capture of Vicksburg and Spanish Fort, and 
was engaged at various other points. He fortu- 
nately escaped wounds and capture by the rebels, 
and after the close of the war received his honora- 
ble discharge in February, 1866. He was not long 












in returning to the old homestead, where he has since 
continued, engaged like his father before him, in 
farming pursuits. 

Mr. Bolender was married, Nov. 17, 1867, to 
Miss Margaret A., daughter of Jacob and Rebecca 
Jones, natives of Maryland and early settlers of 
Ogle County. She was born near Dixon in that 
county, Aug. 19, 1847, and by her marriage with 
our subject became the mother of seven children, 
viz., Edith E., Harvey C., Nellie V., Walter F., 
Clara B., Charles L. and Lulu May. Mr. Bolender 
of late years has had little time to devote to polit- 
ical matters, but keeps himself well posted on cur- 

.rent events, and at important elections casts his 
vote with the Democratic party. 
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4 ILLIAM WALTON, the leading dry-goods 
Wel! merchant of Freeport, occupies Nos. 104 
W and 106 Stephenson street, where he has 
been located for the Inst thirty years, and by his 
thrift and energy has placed himself in the front 
rank of the representative men of Stephenson 
County. He is a native of Birmingham, England, 
where he was reared and received a common-school 
education, and began his mercantile experience 
early in life in the capacity of clerk. In 1855, 
after reaching manhood, he emigrated to the United 
States, and after a brief sojourn in New York City, 
proceeded to Chicago. From there, in the fall of 
1858, he came to the city of Freeport and estab- 
lished himself in trade in a modest manner at No. 
88 Stephenson street. By strict application to _ 
business and upright dealing he soon secured a 
good class of customers, and his progress since that 
time has been steadily: onward. In due time he 
was obliged to enlarge his facilities, and in 1877 
removed to the building which he now occupies. 
This is a large double brick, three stories in height, 
all occupied by Mr. Walton, and thoroughly 
packed with a valuable and finely assorted stock of 
dry-goods. The first floor is utilized as the retail 
department, the second, which is 155 feet deep, is 
used for carpets, cloaks and house furnishing goods, 
of which he has a large stock, and the third floor 
‘is devoted to the manufacture of ladies’ cloaks and 
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men’s clothing. The latter branch especially in- 
cludes a large and varied assortment The entire 
business moves on with clock-like precision, giving 
ample evidence of intelligent supervision. 
Walton gives employment to a large force of 
clerks, and as will be seen is an important factor 
among the trade interests of Livingston County. 

Mr. Walton, in 1887, added to his already com- 
modious quarters by putting up an addition which 
he uses for displaying a special class of goods, in- 
cluding silks, velvets and black dress goods. The 
different departments are so admirably arranged 
that the proprietor can have a complete oversight 
of what is going on, and his employes are of first- 
class ability, and are paid accordingly. His long 
experience in the business and his_extensive ac- 
quaintance in the city and county have given him 
the advantage of being able to determine what the 
‘public requires, and this has resulted in the most 
satisfactory returns. Although having upon his 
hands great interests, Mr. Walton has always sig- 
nalized himself as a public-spirited man who has 
contributed liberally and cheerfully to those enter- 
prises calculated for the progress and welfare of 
the city. His capital, employed in putting up 
tenement houses for the accommodation ofa steadily 
increasing population, brings him a fair rate of 
interest. In manner he is retiring and unobtrusive, 
and although keeping himself well posted upon 
matters of general interest, meddles little with 
politics or the various other questions which agi- 
tate the country. Mr. Walton is unmarried. 
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RS. SARAH WEBSTER, of Winslow, who 
came to this county in the pioneer days, is 
the widow of Charles Webster, « native of 

’ New Hampshire, who was one of the first 
men to engage in mercantile pursuits in Winslow, 
where he established himself nearly forty years ago. 
He was a man straightforward and conscientious 
in his business transactions, and as a citizen, was 
generally respected for his excellent personal traits. 
He was born in New Hampshire in 1816, and was 
the son of Ebenezer Webster, also a native of New 
England. 
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Mr. 


. pally in dry-goods and groceries. 


He departed this life at his home in‘ 





Winslow, Oct. 4, 1872, leaving a wife and two chil- 
dren, Charles William and Della Louise. He had 
been a member of the United Brethren Church for 
many years. 

Mrs. Webster was born in Centre County, Pa., 
May 10, 1825. Her father, Jacob Shroyer, was 
also a native of that county, and her grandfather, 
John Shroyer, it is supposed, was likewise a native 
of the Keystone State. His death took place in 
1825. : 

Jacob Shroyer was a tailor by trade and, as was 
the custom of those days, went from house to 
house, making clothes for the families as they de- 
sired. He died while still a young man. His wife, 
the mother of our subject, was, in her girlhood, 
Miss Barbara Henestifle. She was a native of 
Maryland and of German ancestry. Their daugh- 
ter Sarah, of our sketch, was but three months old 
at the time of her father’s death, and her mother 
also being then very ill, she was remanded to the 
care of a guardian, with whom she remained until 
his death, eight years later. She-was then taken to 
the home of Jacob Fisher, where she remained un- 
til eighteen years of age and, in 1840, came with 
the family to this county. The entire journey was 
made overland with teams, their outfit consisting 
of four horses and a covered wagon—prairie 
schooner,” as it was then called. ‘They carried 
their household goods and provisions, camped and 
cooked by the wayside, and slept in such apart- 
ments as could be obtained at night. The journey 
consumed six weeks and three days, and they made 
their first location at Rock Grove, in the north- 
eastern part of Stephenson County. When eighteen 
years old, Mrs. W. was united in marriage with 
Charles Webster. Mr. Webster, upon coming to this 
country, first located at Wolf Creek, where he car- 
ried on general merchandising a few years, and 
then removing to Winslow, began dealing princi- 
There was then 
no railroad in the county, and his goods were 
transported by team from Galena, to which place 
he conveyed lumber and farm produce, and on his 
return trips utilized his teams as we have stated. 
The young people began housekeeping in a small 
frame dwelling at Winslow, and were duly pros- 
pered in their efforts to get on in the world, 
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Mrs. Webster is a lady greatly esteemed in her 
community, and is passing the sunset of life among 
the friends and acquaintances who have known her 
long and learned to estimate her character at its 
true value. She delights in recalling the scenes of 
other days, and can at any time interest the young 
people by her relation of anecdotes and incidents 
of pioneer life. 
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yielded up his life for his country during 

the late rebellion became a resident of 

Stephenson County when a youth of eight- 
een years. He was a native of the Empire State, 
his birth taking place in the town of Fairfax, 
Franklin County, Dec. 14, 1818. His father, Alpheus 
Goddard, of whom mention is made in the sketch 
of Mrs. Lucy Fowler on another page in this work, 
was one of the most highly respected members of 
the farming community in Franklin County. Will- 
iam remained at home until 1836, and after the 
outbreak of the Mexican War entered the army, in 
which he served two years as Lieutenant. At the 
close of the war he returned to this State, to which 
his parents had removed in 1846, and purchasing a 
farm in Kent Township engaged in agriculture un- 
til the outbreak of the Rebellion. He once more 
laid down the implements of husbandry to take up 
those of war, and being full of patriotism, raised a 
company and marched to the front. His company, 
G, was attached to the 1L5th Regiment and 
young Goddard was first appointed its Captain, 
and soon thereafter promoted to Major. At the 
battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862, he was stricken 
down and his remains were brought back to his 
old home, and buried in the cemetery at Lena with 
military honors. In all the relations of life he set 
an example of manly courage and worth, and was 
of that generous and impulsive disposition which 
attached to him many warm friends. 

Soon after reaching his majority William God- 
dard was united in marriage with Miss Catherine 
Bell, May 17, 1849. Mrs. Goddard was born in 
Lebanon County, Pa., Sept. 7, 1824, and was the 
daughter of James Bell, also a native of the Key- 
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M | ‘si WILLIAM R. GODDARD, who 





stone State, and the son of Robert Bell, of Scottish 
birth and ancestry. Mrs. Goddard was deprived 
by death of the affectionate care of her mother 
when a little child two years of age. 

Mrs. Goddard came West with her brother in 
1844, her father having died when she was sixteen. 
Of her marriage with our subject there were born 
seven children. who are recorded as follows: Wilber 
F.; Mattie V. married William Ewing, and lives in 
Stafford County, Kan.; Lizzie J. is at home with 
her mother; James B. is studying medicine; Albert 
L. is farming in Stafford County, Kan.; Mary L. is 
a teacher in the public schools of Elgin; and Will- 
iam Ellis. 

Mrs. Goddard is a member in good standing of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. After the death 
of her husband she managed her business affairs and 
kept her children together as well as she could, 
giving them the benefits of a fair education and 
training them for reputable and worthy lives. Both 
she and they are among the most respected mem- 
bers of the community. 


ETER VAN SICKLE, an estimable citizen 

of Lena, was born in New Jersey on the 

Y 20th of January, 1806. His father, Abraham 
Van Sickle, was also a native of New Jer- 

sey, and his grandfather, Peter Van Sickle, wasa 
farmer, who removed from New Jersey to New 
York about 1807, where he located in Tompkins 
County and lived until about 1815. In that year 
he moved to Ohio and settled in Delaware County, 
where he died at the home of his son-in-law. The 
father of our subject grew to manhood in New 
Jersey, where he was married to Rachel Kirkenball. 
In 1810 he moved to Tompkins County, N. Y., 


_ where he purchased timber land, which he cleared 


and improved, and where he resided until his 
death. 

Our subject was four years of age when his par- 
ents left New Jersey, and he remained with them 
until manhood. He went to Ohio with a neighbor 
in 1839, and in June of that year, he started for 
lllinois with his wife and four children, himself and 
wife each driving an ox-team, and camping out 
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each night. 
rived in Stephenson County. The land had not 
come into the market at that time, but he bought a 
claim in what is now Erin Township, on which 
there were five acres of timber land, where he 
felled trees and built a log house. The mines in 
Wisconsin afforded the nearest market, and it re- 
quired two days to make the round trip. At that 
time pork sold at two cents per pound, and oats 
sometimes as low as ten cents per bushel. After 
the land came into market he entered 120 acres. 
upon which he lived for about thirty years, improv- 
ing the farm and erecting good buildings. He 
sold this farm and moved to Lena, and with the 
exception of five or six years’ residence in Wad- 
dams Township has resided in the town ever since. 

Mr. Van Sickle has been married twice, his first 
wife being Julia Ann Richards, who was born in 
Geneva, N. Y., and died in October, 1883. By 
this marriage there were eight children, six of whom 
are living—Ann, Amanda, Andrew B., Sarah, Jane, 
Julia, John and Harriet. His second wife was 
Lavinia Thomas, who was born in the town of Bel- 
fast, Allegany Co., N. Y., Sept. 1, 1812. 


= ENJAMIN SHECKLER comes from Penn- 
RQ sylvania stock, his father, John Sheckler, 








having been a native of the Keystone State, 

born in Union County, of which the grand- 
father of our subject, Daniel Skeckler, was one of 
the earliest pioneers. The latter became a resident 
of Union County while it was still a wilderness, 
going bravely into the heart of the forest and 
opening up a farm which he succeeded in bringing 
to a good state of cultivation and where he spent 
the last years of his life. He also married there 
and reared a family. 

John, the father of our subject, grew to man- 
hood in his native county and there married Miss 
Elizabeth Antony, who was a native of Northamp- 
ton County, Pa. After their marriage the young 
people located in Columbiana County, Ohio, during 
the early settlement of that State and where John 
Sheckler had the same experience through which 
his father passed among the wilds of Union County, 
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Six weeks after leaving Ohio they ar-: 











Pa., namely, that of clearing a farm and assisting 
to open the way for a later civilization. John 
Sheckler occupied his land in Ohio about four 
years, then traded it to his father for a tract in 
Buffalo Township, Union Co., Pa., and return- 
ing to the vicinity of his birthplace remained there 
until 1847. He was not contented, however, to 
see nothing more of the world, and disposing of his 
interests in Pennsylvania gathered together his 
family and household goods and started for the 
West. The reports which he had received from 
Northern Illinois determined him to seek that lo- 
cality, and coming into Stephenson County he pur- 
chased a farm in Oneco Township, where he lived 
and labored until advancing years admonished him 
that he must rest. He then abandoned the farm 
and removing into Orangeville, took up his abode 
in a comfortable little home where he remained 
until his death, in the fall of 1866. The faithful 
wife and mother had passed to her long home three 
years previously, her last days also being spent at 
Orangeville. 

The subject of this history, who was the third of 
fourteen children born to his parents, all of whom 
grew to man and womanhood, was born in Colum- 
biana County, Ohio, May 10, 1821, and was but a 
few months old when his parents moved back to 
Pennsylvania. In common with his brothers and 
sisters, he was early trained to habits of industry 
and received the limited edueation afforded by the 
schools of those days. His father was extensively 
engaged in the raising of wheat, and there being no 
threshing-machines the grain was tramped out by 
horses. One of the duties of our subject was to 
ride these as they traveled around over the great 
barn floor. There being raised annually about 
1,060 bushels of wheat on his father’s farm the 
“threshing” usually consumed the entire winter. 
Benjamin remained with his parents until twenty- 
two years of age and then joined a company which 
started on an overland journey to Stephenson Coun- 
ty. After reaching Pittsburgh, and becoming 
tired of this method of travel he took passage on a 
steamboat and in due time, via the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi Rivers, finally reached Galena, whence he 
came into Stephenson County, whither his brother- 
in-law, Alexander McCalle, had preceded him. He 
































self at whatever he could find to do until enabled 


to carry out his intention, viz., to become possessor | 


of a tract of land. 

Mr. Sheckler arrived in this county with a cash 
capital of $13. Not long afterward he entered a 
claim in Rock Grove Township and when the land 
came into market was enabled, by the assistance of 
his father, who sent him a small amount of money, 
to secure 120 acres. As soon as possible he set 
about its improvement. The nearest markets then 
where the settlers could dispose of their farm prod- 
uce, were Milwaukee and Chicago, to which they 
conveyed their commodities by horses or oxen and 
upon the return trip our subject always utilized his 
team in some manner. Upon his first return trip 
he brought a load of lumber from mill intending 
to build a house for himself. Just then, however, 
instead of building he purchased more land upon 
which stood a small house. He therefore sold his 
lumber and took up his abode on the latter, where 
for a time he kept bachelor’s hall. He subsequently 
bought another tract of land in Waddams Town- 
ship upon which stood a sawmill which he utilized 
in preparing lumber for his neighbors, and which 
he operated successfully for about five years. After 
abandoning the mill he turned his attention exclus- 
ively to farming and stock-raising. 

July 1, 1854, Mr. Sheckler was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Sarah St. John, at Monroe, Wis. 
This lady was born in Green County, Wis., and is 
the daughter of William A.and Catherine (Shelton) 
St John, natives of Kentucky. Mr. St. John early 
in life removed from Kentucky to Southern Iili- 
nois and thence to Wisconsin in 1836, locating a 
few miles southwest of Monroe, where he carried 
on farming until 1839 He then came into Ste- 
phhenson County and was among the first settlers 
here. He entered a tract of Government land and 
improved a farm in Oneco Township, which he 
cultivated for a number of years, and finally retir- 


ing from active labor took up his abode in Buena: 


Vista, where his death took place in the summer of 
1880. The mother passed to the silent land six 
weeks before the death of her husband. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Sheckler resulted 
in the birth of six children: Catherine, the eldest 
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_ daughter, became the wife of Thomas Grisinger, 





a farmer of Waddams Township; John A. is a resi- 
dent of Springfield, Mass.; E. Charles is farming in 
Waddams Township; Elida May, Elmer and Leon 


| are at home with their parents. The unbroken fam- 


ily circle constitutes a group of whieh the parents 
may well be proud. Mr. Sheckler votes with the 
Prohibition party and has served as Commissioner 
of Highways for a period of fourteen years. Both 
our subject and his wife are worthy members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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AMUEL SCHMITT, a representative Ger- 

man farmer of Silver Creek Township, first 

opened his eyes in the Fatherland June 23, 

1823, at the home of his parents in the 

Grand Duchy of Baden. He remained there until 

1854, when, accompanied by his father, George 

Schmitt, he emigrated to the United States, and 

seeking the great West, located in Ridott Town- 

ship, this county, where the latter is still living at 

the advanced age of eighty-five years. The mother 

died while they were residents of Silver Creek 

Township, aged sixty-five years. She was a mem- 

ber of the Presbyterian Church, with which her hus- 

band isstill connected. George Schmitt has been a 

reputable and worthy citizen, and after becoming 

naturalized, identified himself with the Democratic 
party. 

In 1849 the subject of our sketch was united in 
marriage, in his native Province, with Miss Lena 
Fisher, a native of the same place. After becom- 
ing the parents of two children, they emigrated to 
this country, as before stated. Samuel purchased 
eighty acres of land in Silver Creek Township with 
money which he had earned after his arrival, and 
taking up his abode here in the spring of 1863, has 
since remained, and is numbered among its most 
reliable and valued citizens. Besides the cultiva- 
tion of his land, he has erected a commodious and 
substantial building, and his farm is the object of 
universal admiration by all who pass by it. 

Of the six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Schmitt, 
four are still living, namely: George, who married 
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Miss Margaret Burckhardt, is now farming in Ri- 
dott Township; Maggie, who looks after the house- 
hold affairs for her mother; John, who married 
Miss Katie Stouce, is a resident of Silver Creek 
Township; Samuel is at home with his parents. 
Mr. Schmitt is a stanch Democrat, and in religion, 
follows in the footsteps of his parents, who were 
faithful adherents of the German-Lutheran Church, 
and to which his wife and children also belong. 
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Cd at the head of one of the most prominent 
& families of Stephenson County. He comes 
of substantial Pennsylvania stock, and was born in 
Union County, that State, Sept. 25, 1827. His 
father, Benjamin, and his grandfather, John Kies- 
ter, were both natives of the Keystone State, and 
the latter was one of the earliest settlers of Union 
County. During his early manhood he served in 
the Revolutionary War, and was accounted among 
the bravest soldiers of the Colonial army. Asa 
pioneer he was fully equal to the exigencies of those 
trying times, and after performing faithfully the 
duties of a long and faithful life, departed hence 
when over seventy-three years of age. He and his 
estimable wife looked upon the face of Gen. George 
Washington when they were children, and often 
referred to this occasion as one of the proudest 
events of their lives. The paternal grandmother 
was a woman patterned after the courageous and 
energetic women of that day, and had her full 
share of the. experiences attendant upon life in a 
section of country largely peopled by savages, suf- 
fering the loss of a brother and sister who were 
taken captives by the Indians. John Kiester and 
his wife reared a family of children, among whom 
was Benjamin, the father of our subject, who grew 
to manhood under the parental roof, and soon after 
reaching his majority was united in marriage with 
a maiden of that region, Miss Elizabeth Reed, 
daughter of William Reed, a native of Pennsylva- 
nia. The latter was a tailor by trade, and when 
not thus employed engaged in driving a team over 
the mountains from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia. 
Upon one of these occasions an eclipse of the sun 


Os KIESTER. This gentleman stands 





occurred, at whicb he and many other people were 


‘greatly frightened, not understanding the phenom- 


enon. This of course, was before the days of tele- 
scopes and signal-service, and no daily papers ad- 
vised the people of what was going to happen. 

After his marriage, Benjamin Kiester and his 
young wife located on rented land, and the father 
farmed in this-manner for several years. He did 
not live to be aged, but was cut down in his prime, 
his death taking place not long after coming to this 
State. They migrated from. their native hills in 
the spring of 1848, to this county, where their 
eight children were born. Uriah, of our sketch, in 
common with his brothers and sisters, assisted in 
all the labors incident to life in a new country, and 
when not busy in sowing or reaping, attended for 
a brief season each year the subscription schools. 
After the death of his father he became the main- 
stay of his widowed mother, and they continued on 
the farm until she was quite well advanced in years. 
They then sold the property, and Uriah engaged in 
teaming for two years following. 

The next important step in the life of our sub- 
ject was his marriage, and for nine years thereafter 
he was the lessee of the Shous farm, upon which he 
accumulated sufficient to purchase a farm of 110 
acres. Upon this there was simply a log cabin, 
poorly built, through the chinks of which the snow 
often drifted upon their bed. They endured in 
common with their brother pioneers innumerable 
difficulties and hardships, but with them had pre- 
pared themselves for the emergency, and were re- 
solved to conquer the obstacles in their path. The 
valuable and comfortable homestead which was 
built up from this beginning is a silent but forcible 
witness of the manner in which they succeeded in 
their undertaking. : 

Among the other difficulties with which the early 
settlers were obliged to contend was the laborious 
transportation of their farm produce to market by 
horse or ox teams. When Mr. Kiester began farm- 


‘ing, the nearest market was at Galena or Chicago, 


over a long and dreary road. Dressed pork then 
sold for two and one-half cents per pound, and 
thirty or forty cents per bushel was considered a 
fair price for wheat. It can easily be imagined, 
therefore, that after the labor exercised in raising 
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the crops and conveying them to market, their 
profits were very small, indeed. Mr. Kiester re- 
members the day when the present great city of 
Chicago was little more than a mudhole with a few 


unimportant» buildings, and no indication whatever, 
In many places planks. 


of its future importance, 
were thrown down so that people could pass over 
the swamp land without being submerged. 

The wife of our subject, who shared with him 
patiently and courageously their early trials, was 
in her girlhood Miss Mary E. Rockey, and was 
twenty-two years of age at the time of her mar- 
riage. 


farm, cultivating the land during the summer, 
while in winter he occupies himself as a teacher in 
the district schools; Quincy E. is also a teacher; 
Sarah is married, and lives near the old homestead ; 
Martha Jane remains at home with her parents. 
The mother of our subject was a devoted member 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in her native 
New England, but later identified herself with the 
Dunkards. The father, although not connected 
with any church organization, lived honestly and 
uprightly, while politically he was a member of the 
old Whig party. Mr. and Mrs. Kiester with three 
of their children belong to the United Brethren 
Church. . 
SS) ee ee 


Ridott Township, was one of its most 

thorough and successful farmers, and gave 
much of his attention to stock-raising. He accum- 
ulated a good property consisting of 125 acres in 
the home farm on section 31, besides valuable vil- 
lage property. His widow, Mrs. Rachel A. Gitchel, 
now occupies a handsome residence in the village, 
and is surrounded by all the comforts of life. 

_ The subject of our sketch was born in the State 
of New York, and is the son of David Gitchel, 
who came West with his family when Lewis D. was 
a small child. He located upon a tract of unim- 

, proved land and built up a good homestead where 
he passed the remainder of his life. Our subject 


| EWIS D. GITCHEL, deceased, late. of 


Mr. and Mrs. Kiester became the parents of. 
five children, of whom the record is as follows:: 
William F. is a mason by trade, and employed in 
the town of Orangeville; John W. resides on a 


-mained with her parents until her marriage. 





continued with his widowed mother, being edu- 
cated in the district schools, and at his marriage 
came into possession of the homestead. Mrs. Eliza- 
beth (Bennett) Gitchell departed this life at her 
home in Ridott Township about 1868, after having 
arrived at a ripe old age. 

The marriage of Lewis D. Gitchel, our subject, 


|-and Miss Rachel Sibert was celebrated at the home 


of the bride in Ridott Township, Dec. 10, 1855... 
Mrs. G. was born in Stark County, Ohio, Sept. 5, 
1834, and is the daughter of George and Rachel 
Sibert, who came to Illinois when their daughter 


Rachel was about twelve years of age. She attended 


school during her childhood and youth, and _ re- 
Her 
father was more than ordinarily successful in life, 
and built np a fine homestead in this township to 
which he came during the fifties. His wife was an 
Ohio lady, Miss Rachel Black, who became the 
mother of nine children, and died at her home in 
Ridott Township some years ago. Both parents 
were members of the United Brethren Church, 
and Mr. Sibert, politically, was a Republican. He 
was a man of more than ordinary intelligence, and 
active in those enterprises tending to the good of 
his community. To Mr. and Mrs. Gitchel were 
born five children: Eva, the eldest daughter, be- 
came the wife of John F. Smith, now a lumber 
merchant of Dakota; George L. married Elma 
Betsen, and lives in Kansas; Ira S. married Miss 
Della MeConnell, and is farming in Ridott Town- 
ship; May and Elma are at home with their 
mother. 

The death of Mr. Gitchel occurred under very 
painful. circumstances in the summer .of 1875. 
While driving a young horse, himself being on 
foot, the animal became frightened and ran several 
times around the field, Mr. G. becoming entangled 
in the lines. He was thrown violently against a 
gate and instantly killed, without a parting word 
from his family or a last look into their faces after 
he knew that his time had come. It is hardly nec- 
essary to say that the days which followed for the 
stricken family were most melancholy, and in their 
calamity they received the sympathy of the entire 
community. Mr. Gitchel was regarded as a val- 
ued citizen, and held some of the local offices of his 
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township. Politically he was a strong Republican, 
and in his dealings with his fellowmen pursued that 
upright and straightforward course which secured 
him their highest regard. 

The handsome lithographic portrait of Mr. Git- 
chel, which is shown on another page of this work, 
will be looked upon with pleasure by the many 
citizens of Stephenson County who were familiar 
with his features in life. 


APT. WILLIAM I. BRADY, Supervisor of 
(¢ Winslow Township, came to this county in 
NY 1866, and has since identified himself thor- 
oughly with its business and agricultural interests. 
He is one of those men who constitute the bone 
and sinew of a community, and has been a leader in 
many of the worthiest enterprises of Winslow and 
vicinity. He traces his ancestry back to Scotland 
whence his father, Hugh J. Brady, emigrated when 
a young man, and locating in Pennsylvania, was 
married to Miss Sarah Shaffer, a native of that 
State, but of German parentage. He wasa man of 
fine education and while engaging in the practice 
of law was also interested in mercantile pursuits 
for a number of years in Pittsburgh. He continued 
there prosperously until the fall of 1845, when he 
met with misfortune and lost all his property in 
that city. He then removed to Greensburg where 
he was the owner of real estate, and established 
himself as a merchant, carrying on also his law 
practice, and remaining there until his death, which 
took place in 1868. 

The Brady family was well known throughout 
the Keystone State, the father of our subject being 
a cousin of Capt. Sam Brady, one of the noted pio- 
neers contemporary with Daniel Boone, of Ken- 
tucky, and whose memory is perpetuated by a 
monument in the city of Baltimore. The mother 
of our subject passed away in 1852, previous to 


the death of her husband, and while they were resi- © 


deuts of Pittsburgh. The parental household in- 
cluded three children: The eldest son, John H., is 
President of a bank in Akron, Iowa; William L, 
of our sketch, was the second child; Jonathan is a 
resident of Kansas. ‘The father and mother were 





each married twice, each having one child by the 
first marriage: The eldest son of the mother, Henry 


-Greenwalt by name, is a resident of Osceola, Pa.; 


Hugh Brady, the eldest son of the Hhortecss is an 
attorney at Memphis, Tenn. 

Capt. Brady, of our sketch, was born in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., June 1, 1841. He attended school 
quite steadily until fifteen years of age, and then 
going into the lumber regions of Pennsylvania, was 
engaged there until the spring of 1859. He then 
purchased a horse and wagon and began selling 
books and periodicals throughout the States of 
Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio, Kentucky and In- 
diana. After two seasons thus occupied he returned 
to his native State, and in 1861 repaired again to 
the lumber regions. His stay there, however, was 
brief, as the outbreak of the Rebellion induced-him 
to respond to the cal] for troops, and he accord- 
ingly enlisted as a Union soldier, April 23, 1861, 
in Co. D, 14th Pa. Vol. Inf. He participated in 
the battle of Falling Waters, besides many skir- 
mishes with the enemy, and at the expiration of 
his first term of enlistment re-entered the ranks 
June 19, 1862, becoming a member of Co. E, 30th 
Pa. Vol. Inf. He was soon afterward commis- 
sioned Second Lieutenant, and served until July, 
1863, until his term of enlistment had expired. 
The conflict, however, had not yet ended, and he 
was unwilling to desert the field until the preserva- 
tion of the Union was assured. He accordingly 
enlisted once more, becoming this time a member 
of Co. B, 76th Pa. Vol. Inf., which was called the 
Keystone Regiment. He was mustered in as a 
private, was soon afterward promoted to Second 
Lieutenant, and later received a Captain’s commis- 
sion, which he held until the close of the war. His 
bravery and fidelity to duty made him a general 
favorite among his brother officers and his subor- 
dinates. He was mustered out the last time in July, 
1865, at Raleigh, N. C., and going into Clearfield 
County, Pa., sold some property which he had there 
preparatory to coming to the West. 

Capt. Brady set out for this county in the spring 
of 1866, and coming into Winslow Township, en- 
gaged in farming, and purchased a home adjoining 
the town. In addition to the land which he had 
purchased he rented a tract near by, and carried 
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on agriculture in that vicinity four years, after 


which he took possession of the American Hotel 
and officiated as ‘mine host’ until 1872. 
summer of that year he established himself in the 
drug business, which he prosecuted for eleven years 
following. In 1883 he sold out, and since that 
time has given his attention to his official duties. 
He has had quite an experience in insurance, rep- 
resenting some of the best companies in the United 
States, including the Hartford, of Connecticut, and 
the German, of Freeport. His energetic disposi- 
tion would never permit him to be idle, and his 
busy brain is always devising some scheme which 
shall not only be of benefit to himself but to those 
around him. 

One of the most important events in the life of 
our subject occurred on the 26th of December. 
1861, when he was united in marriage with Miss 
Mary C., daughter of James and Mary Stewart, 
and a native of Altoona, Pa. ‘They became the 
parents of a daughter, Emma Elethea, who died in 
1864, and the mother followed her child to the 
silent land on the 27th of February, 1876. The 
second marriage of Capt. Brady took place Oct. 21, 
1877, his present wife being formerly Miss Mary 
Rahorn, who was born in Clearfield County, Pa., 
and is the daughter of Peter and Christiana Ra- 
horn, who are now living in Pennsylvania. Of 
this marriage there is one child, a son, Lester B., 
who was born April 27, 1879. They occupy a 
handsome home in the suburbs, and enjoy the 
friendship of a large circle of acquaintances. 

Our subject and his wife are members in good 

- standing of the Congregational Church. and politi- 
cally, Capt. Brady is a decided Republican. He 
cast his first Presidential vote for Abraham Lin- 
coln, and after the war identified himself with the 
G. A. R., being at present a member of Porter 
Stiles Post No. 498. In the A. F. & A. M.,, he be- 
longs to Lena Lodge No. 564, and is a member of 
Lena Chapter No. 105, R. A. M., and Winslow 
Lodge No. 144, I. O. M. A. Asa member of the 
Board of Supervisors he is usually selected as Chair- 
man of the important committees, was at one time 
Chairman of the Board, and is now its purchasing 
agent. His life has been an active and busy one, 
and he has employed his time to good purpose. 


In the | 





His genial disposition and kindness of heart have 
rendered him a favorite among his associates. He 
is still in the prime of life. with the probability of 
many useful years before him, and no ian takes 
more satisfaction in the welfare and prosperity of 
the people around him and in contributing to their 
moral and intellectual advancement. We take 
pleasure in giving a portrait of this excellent and 
representative citizen in connection with this brief 
sketch of his life. 
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\ jae ON. ANDREW HINDS is referred to by one 
| 2 acquainted with the sentiments, in this re- 
»») 






spect, of the people of Stephenson County, 
©) as “one of the most trusted men within its 
limits.” ‘These are weighty words and convey to 
the mind of the reader the picture of a man whose 
record has been without reproach, one to whom 
the people have looked as a conserver of their 
interests, and one who has never failed them. Mr. 
Hinds came to this section of country at an early 
day and possessed in a remarkable degree the ele- 
ments of character which were most needed at that 
period. 

The history of Mr. Hinds, necessarily brief ina 
work of this kind, is substantially as follows: He 
was first introduced to the responsibilities of life in 
the town of Eden, Lamolle Co., Vt., July 25, 1822, 
and is the son of Eli and Sarah (Wiley) Hinds, 
natives of the same county as their son, and de- 
scended on both sides from excellent families, well 
known throughout that section for their sterling 
worth of character. The paternal grandfather, Eli 
Hinds, Sr., was born in Massachusetts, whence he 
emigrated to Vermont during the early settlement 
of that State, purchased a tract of timber land in 
Eden Township about the time of its organization, — 
opened a farm from the wilderness and there spent 
the remainder of his days. The maiden name of 
his wife was Mary Stone, also a native of the Bay 
State. Among their sons, Eli, the father of our 
subject, grew to manhood in Vermont, and at an 
early age evinced those sturdy and courageous 
traits of character for which the family was noted. 
Among these was that of patriotism developed ina 
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large degree, and upon the coming on of the War 
of 1812, Eli, although but eighteen years of age, 
entered the ranks, and at the battle of Lundy’s 
Lane received an honorable wound. This, how- 
ever, was not serious, but only the badge of 
bravery which he proudly wore the remnant of his 
life. After retiring from the military service he 
married the daughter of Barnabas Wiley, and lo- 
eated on a farm in his native township, where he re- 
mained during his life. He received a pension, and 
in politics was a Whig. He was a man of much 
importance in his locality, being Associate County 
Judge and a member of the Vermont Legislature. 
He was also Justice of the Peace for a number of 
years. 

The parental family of our subject included thir- 
teen children, all of whom grew to manhood and 
womanhood. Andrew, of our sketch, was the third 
child and second son, and pursued his first studies 
in the district school, which was conducted ina 
log cabin as simple in its furnishings as was the 
methods of instruction in those days. After gradu- 
ating from this institution of learning young Hinds 


advanced his education by attendance at the’ 


academy of Johnson, and when eighteen years of 
age commenced teaching. He followed this for 
about five years, and when twenty-two years old 
began the study of law under the instruction of 
Solomon Wires, which he completed with J. J. 
Bardsley. He made good progress, was admitted 
to the bar in June, 1846, and became the partner 
of his latter tutor, with whom he continued until 
September, 1848. 


At this time the failing health of Mr. Hinds ad- 


monished him that he must either change his busi- 
ness or his location. He finally decided to come 
West, setting out via Lake Champlain and _ its 
canals to Erie, from there by canal to Buffalo, 
thence by the Lakes to Chicago, and afterward 
overland to Mineral Point, Wis., where he met an 
old schoolmate, his only acquaintance in the West. 
He remained at the home of the latter until Jan- 
uary following, when he met by chance a farmer 
from this county who had arrived in that region 
with a load of pork to sell. The farmer induced 
Mr. Hinds to go back with him and becomea 
teacher for the district school in his neighborhood. 





To this our hero consented, engaging to take charge 
of the school at Mt. Pleasant, in Oneco Township, 
for which he was to receive $20 and board around, 
The school was maintained on the subscription 
plan, and Mr. Hinds continued in charge one and 
one-half years. 

There now occurred a very important event in 
the life of our subject, namely that of his mar- 
riage, after which he purchased land in Oneco 
Township and engaged in farming pursuits. He 
secured possession of 160 acres, partly improved, 
and while tilling the soil employed his leisure time 
with his studies and kept up his law practice. He 
was successful in his labors, both as a farmer and 
attorney, and became the owner of several tracts 
of land upon which he established as many homes for 
tenants, putting up houses and other buildings. 
He was recognized as aman of more than ordi- 
nary ability, and one who would admirably serve 
the interests of the people. After occupying var- 
ious minor offices, he was in 1855, elected County 
‘Treasurer, and removed to Freeport. At the ex- 
piration of the term for which he was elected, he 
returned to the farm, but in 1869 was recalled 
from his retreat by his election as County Judge. 
He represented Oneco Township in the County 
Board of Supervisors for a period of twenty years, 
also serving as Justice of the Peace and Township 
Clerk. In 1854 Mr, Hinds was solicited to be ora- 
tor at the Fourth of July celebration at Winslow, 
and in his speech there took occasion to advocate 
one of his most favored theories, namely, the 
establishment of the free school system, which at 
that time was meeting with much opposition. So 
forcible were his arguments that many went home 
convinced of their correctness, and this portion of 
his speech was published in the Prairie Democrat, 
the only paper then printed in the county. While 
a member of the Legislature he introduced the bill 
familiarly known as the Hinds’ Prohibitory Bill, 
which, although it did not pass, was an important 
and initiatory step toward prohibition in Illinois. 
He was for several terms Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors, and an important member of the 
Stephenson County Court-House and Jail Building 
Committee, much of the time acting as Chairman. 

Mr. Hinds was united in marriage, April 11, 
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1849, with Miss Sarah, daughter of Lewis and 
Margaret (Varmetre) Gibler. She was born in 
Highland County, Ohio. Dec. 10, 1825, and by her 
union with our subject became the mother of 
twelve children, who are recorded as follows: 
Josephine, the eldest, is now deceased; William V. 
is engaged in business in Lena; Eli is farming in 
Oneco Townshp; Laura is the wife of Henry C. 
Taft, a farmer of that township; Lewis H. is a res- 
ident of Butler County, Neb.; Jennie is the wife of 
Lewis Taft, also of Oneco Township; James D. is 
engaged in business in Lena; Mary D. is the wife 
of Joseph Howe, of Oneco Township; Idella M. is 
Mrs. James M. Rybault, of Lena; Thomas J. is in 
Butler County, Neb. and Joseph B.in Lena. Jose- 
phine became the wife of Frank Wheeler, of 
Boone County, Iowa, and departed this life at her 
home in Oneco Township in 1879, leaving one 
child, a daughter, Maggie. ‘This little one was 
taken into the home of her grandparents and has 
remained with them. since. 

Mr. Hinds in 1880 removed from the farm to 
his residence in the town of Lena, and in partner- 
ship with Gen. Waite, A. M. Durker and George 
L. Stevens, engaged in banking under the firm 
name of Charles Waite & Co. 


fi SAAC M. BOBB, of Oneco Township, was born 
| in Marion County, Pa., Dec. 22, 1835, and is the 
son of David and Melinda (Bingman) Bobb 
(see sketch). When but nine years of age he came 
with his parents to Stephenson County, and during 
his boyhood he attended the district school three 
months, assisting his father in the work upon the 
farm during the remainder of the year. 
Mr. Bobb remained with his parents until 1854, 
and then started West and traveled as far as Iowa, 


~~ 





| the father and six by the second. 





engaging in the carpenter trade in Howard County, | 


that State. 
house erected in that county. 
Locust Lane, Winneshiek Co., Iowa, and cast one 
of the two votes given for Fremont in that pre- 
cinct. ‘There were no printed ballots, and he wrote 
both of those cast. In the fall of 1854 he visited 


the Territory of Minnesota, and soon after Dakota, | of his brother-in-law. 


While there he built the first frame | 
In 1856 he lived at | 


before it was yet named. He remained in the 
Northwest until 1861, and then returned to Ste- 
phenson County. On the 15th of July, 1861, he 
enlisted in Co. A, 11th Ill. Inf., and served in that 
regiment two years, when he was discharged on ac- 
count of sickness and returned home. He re- 
enlisted Dec. 12, 1863, in Co. D. 46th IIL. Inf., in 
which he was commissioned as Second Lieutenant, 
and later was promoted to First Lieutenant. He 
was mustered out of service at Baton Rouge, La., 
in January, 1866. Upon his return home he pur- 
chased eighty acres of timber land on section 33, of 
Oneco Township, on which he built a house and 
immediately began the improvement of the farm. 
He has lived upon this farm ever since, has erected 
a good class of buildings, and now has sixty-five 
acres under cultivation. 

January 20, 1863, Mr. Bobb was married to 
Sarah Miller, who was born in Centre County, Pa. 
They have had four children—Milton, Snyder, 
Archie and Minnie. 


ENRY G. YOUNGBLOOD, a prosperous 
German farmer of Rock Grove Township, 
I was born in the Fatherland, Nov. 13, 1816, 
and came to America in 1838, soon after 
reaching his majority. He is the son of Frederick 
Youngblood, who was also of German birth and 
parentage, and who spent his entire life on his 
native soil. The latter was engaged in farming 
and distilling and also kept a hotel. He died at 
the age of sixty-three years, and the mother died 
when seventy-three years old. The parental fam- 
ily included twelve children, six by the first wife of 
The parents 
were excellent and worthy people and members of 
the German Reformed Church. 

Our subject learned shoemaking in his native 
country, which he followed therea few years, but af- 
ter coming to the United States engaged in farming, 
which he has pursued continuously since that time. 
His first home on American soil was in Milwaukee. 
Wis., where he resided eight years, and opcrated 
upon thirty acres of land which he had purchased 
In 1846 he sold out, and 
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coming to this county purchased 200 acres of 
prairie land and forty acres of timber in Rock 
Grove Township, where he has since reniained. A 


only building upon the place was a log cabin. 
Youngblood, in 1856, put up a good frame resi- 
dence and later added other improvements, so that 
he now has one of the most desirable homesteads 
in that region. 

Our subject, in 1852, was united in marriage 
with Miss Louisa Atenbernd, who was the daughter 


1817. Mr. and Mrs. Y. became the 
parents of six children, all living: Henry T. mar- 
ried Miss Sophia Heidecker, and is farming in Rock 
Grove Township, and they have one child; this 
son is thirty-three years old. John E., twenty- 
nine years old, married Miss Matilda Meinzer, and 
is also farming in Rock Grove ‘township; Levi W., 
who was born Oct. 6, 1860, lives with his parents 
and operates the homestead; Samuel, born March 
31, 1862, is an employe of his brother, John E.; 
Mary C., born Jan. 26, 1856, is at home; George 
F., born April 4, 1853, died Jan. 28, 1854. 


= LONZO FOWLER, a well-known farmer 
and stock-raiser of Waddams Township 
was born in Pawlet, Vt. His earliest ances- 
tor in this country was Philip Fowler 


was born in 


) 
\ 


who, it is thought, was a native of Marlow, Wel- 
shire, England, and came to America, landing in 
New England in 1634. He received a grant of 
land in Ipswich, Essex Co., Mass., where he re- 
sided until his death. In 1883 the place was vis- 
ited by one of his descendants bearing the same 
name. His son Joseph was born in England about 
1629, and coming to America with his parents mar- 
ried Martha Kimball, who came to America in 
1634. He was killed by the Indians about May 
19, 1676, when returning from the Falls fight. His 
son Joseph was born about 1647, and married 
Elizabeth Hutton, of Windham. He diedin Wind- 
ham, Feb. 10, 1717. 
Windham in 1679, and married Susannah Dennis, 
and died in Windham about 1723. 





of Conrad Atenbernd, a native of Germany, and. 
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His son. Joseph was born in | 


| Lunenburg, Worcester Co., Mass. 


Joseph had a son Richard, who was born Oct. 
13, 1721,and married Ruth Chever and removed to 
His son, Joshua 


part of the prairie had been cultivated, but the | C., was born in Lunenburg, Mass., Jan. 16, 1757, 
Mr. 


and married Lydia Stearns, of Littleton, and after 
marriage moved to Surrey, N. H., and from there 
to Springfield, Vt., where he died Jan. 23, 1818. 
His son, James Fowler, the father of our subject, 
was born in Surrey, N. H., Oct. 27, 1790, and mar- 
ried Unity Durant, of Westfield, Vt., by whom he 
had three children, named Lydia, Joshua (see 
sketch) and Noah. The mother of these children 
died April 3. 1818. The father was married a sec- 
ond time, in Springfield, Vt., to Lavinia Vinney, 
daughter of Nathaniel and Patience Vinney. She 
died at Moriah, Essex Co., N. Y., Feb. 1, 1849. 
By this marriage there were six children born— 
Lucinda, Harriet G., Alonzo, Julia A., Eunice P. 
and Harry G. The father removed from Pawlet to 
Moriah, N. Y., in 1836, and in 1850 to Waddams 
Township, Stephenson Co., Lll., where he died Nov. 
7, 1853. 

The subject of this notice was ten years of age 
when his parents moved to New York State, where 
he grew to manhood, and lived until their removal 
to Illinois. In 1850 he came to Stephenson 
County, and located in Waddams Township, pur- 
chasing a farm on which he has since resided. On 
the 4th of November, 1847, Mr. Fowler was 
married to Melinda B. Train, who was born in 
Wilmington, N, Y., July 22,1826. There were 
seven children born to them, four of whom are 
now living—Rudolf F., Mina, Merritt E. and Bessie. 

Rudolf was born in Waddams Township, Jan. 
19, 1852, and educated in the district school. He 
was married on the 16th of September, 1870, 
to Annie C. Hales, of Philadelphia, Pa., who was 
born Sept. 16, 1850, and died April 27, 1871. He 
was married again, April 19, 1874, to Matilda E. 
Babcock, who was born in Marilla, N. Y., March 13, 
1854, and died April 16, 1875. On Feb. 18, 1879, 
he was married to Ellen L. Babcock, who was born 
in Lena, Ill., Aug. 5, 1857. By the second mar- 
riage there was one child, Ellsworth, born March 12, 
1875, and by the third marriage there were three 
children: Mina, born Feb. 10, 1880; Ruby, Jan. 
25, 1881, and Eddie. 
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Sq UGUST BERGMAN, Mayor of the city of 
Freeport, and one of the most highly re- 
spected citizens of Stephenson County, is a 

O native of Germany. He was born in the 
village of Meinburg, on the 27th of September, 
1835. His parents were Cort and Minnie Bergman. 
The father died when August was a lad of but 
seven years of age. 

The record of the life of the gentleman whose 
name is given above, is briefly recorded as follows: 
He attended schvol in his native country much of 
the time from the age of six to fourteen years, and 
at the age of sixteen he and his widowed mother 
sailed for America. They arrived in New York 
and came from there to Freeport, landing here in 
1852. Young August was an industrious lad, and 
realizing the necessity of doing something to assist 
in defraying the family expenses, he engaged in a 
brickyard, where he faithfully followed the trade 
of brick-making for nearly eight years. In the 
year 1864 he engaged in the livery business, and 
three years later began to handle agricultural imple- 
ments. His capital was limited, however, and he 
could conduct this business only on a small scale, 
which he did ina rude building in company with 
his brother-in-law, Frederick Dorman. 

The firm of Bergman & Dorman was composed 
of enterprising, hard-working men, and naturally it 
became well known in the community; its trade 
rapidly increased and its borders extended until 
their establishment for the sale of agricultural 
implements became one of the largest in the 
Northwest. Their large and commodious brick 
block, fronting on Bridge and Van Buren streets, is 
occupied by them, being well stocked with the 
best and most complete variety of goods in their 
line to be found in this section of the State. Their 
names have not only become familiar with the peo- 
ple of this county, but are known in adjoining 
counties as most highly reputable and enterprising 
business men. Their livery barns are large and 
commodious, and the comfort of their horses is care- 
fully looked after. Their buggies, hacks and car- 
' riages are of the latest style and of the best manu- 
facture. They use from twenty-five to forty 
horses in their business, besides the number they 
buy and prepare for the Eastern markets. ‘They 





have fitted up some of the finest teams ever seen 
on the streets of Freeport. 

Besides being a close and attentive business man, 
Mr. Bergman has rendered much service to the 
public. As early as 1864, he was elected Street 
Commissioner, and later was chosen Alderman, 
which office he occupied for six years and it may 
be justly said with much credit to himself. In 1878 
he became one of the Directors of the German In- 
surance Company, one of the solid institutions of 
Freeport. In 1885 he was elected Mayor of the 
city, and so satisfactory was his administration 
that in 1887 he was chosen his own successor. 

Mr. Bergman was united in marriage, April 12, 
1864, to Miss Mary Scharer, a Maryland lady. To 
them have been born a family of seven children, 
namely, August H., William, Mary, Minnie, Ida, 
Emma and Bertha. 





ENRY BAIER, of the firm of Baier & Sey- 
farth, proprietors of the Freeport Brewery, 
corner of Adams and Jackson streets, is a 
native of Germany, being born in Bavaria 

on the 7th of May, 1836. When about seven years 

of age he emigrated to America with his parents, 

Jacob and Margaret Baier. Upon their arrival 

they came almost immediately to Freeport, in the 

year 1843, where in 1849 the father died. The 
mother is still living. 

Henry Baier was reared and educated in Free- 
port. He first began business on his own account 
in 1855, engaging in various occupations until 
1869, when he became associated with Mr. Seyfarth, 
and engaged in his present business. The present 
firm succeeded C. F. Beck, who was the successor 
of Mr. Hedrick. The brewery was first established 
in 1849, by the McGee Brothers, and at first was 
used for the manufacture of ale exclusively; later 
they began the manufacture of beer. In 1869 the 
brewery was purchased by Messrs Baier & Seyfarth, 
who erected a large brick building, 40x55 feet, five 
stories high, with a basement. Steam power is 
used and all the most modern and improved ap- 
pliances have been adopted. The output of the 
establishment is now about 6,000 annually, and the 
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entire product finds ready market, on account of 
its purity and reputation for being honestly made. 
The firm is one of the most responsible and reliable 


in the city of Freeport, and enjoys the confidence 


of the business community to the fullest degree. 
In 1860 Mr. Baier was married to Miss Johanna 
Seyfarth, of Freeport, but a native of Germany. 
They have two children living, Charles H. and 
Alma, both of whom are at home. In 1867 Mr. 
Baier was elected Alderman for his ward, in which 
capacity he served two years, and during that time 








he looked closely after the interests of his constitu- 
ents. He is Vice President of the German In- 
surance Company, one of the solid institutions of 
Freeport, which has met with eminent success. He 
is a member of a German Lodge of Odd Fellows. 
In all his business undertakings Mr. Baier has been 
a success, and has accumulated property and means 
to make the remaining years of his life and those 
of his family unexceptionally comfortable. His 
business is established on a firm basis and increases 


year by year. 
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